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TO    THE 

RIGHT   HONOVRABLE 

and  moft  truly  Noble  Lord, 

CHRISTOPHER 

LORD  HATTON, 
Baron  H  a  t  t  o  n  of  Kirby ,  &c.    ^ 

My   Lord, 

HEN  intcreft  divides  the 
Church,  and  the  calentures 
of  men  breathe  out  in  pro- 
blemes  and  unaftivedifcour- 
fes  5  each  part  in  purfuancc 
of  its  owne  portion  followe^^ 
that  propofition  which  complies  with,  and 
•bends  in  all  the  flexures  of  its  temporal! 
endsi  and  while  all  ftrive  for  truth ,  they 
hug  their  owne  opinions  drcfled  up  in  her 
imagery  5  and  they  difpute  for  ever,  and 
either  the  queftion  is.  indeterminable ,  or 
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which  ft  worfcj  men  will  never  be  convin- 
ced.For  fuch  is  the  nature  of  difputings^that 
they  begin  commonly  in  miftakes,  they 
proceed  with  zeale  and  fancy^and  end  not  at 
all^  bat  in  rchilmes  and  uncharitable  Names, 
and  too  often  dip  their  feet  in  blood;  In 
themeane  time  5  he  that  gets  the  better  of 
his  adverfary,  oftentimes  gets  no  good  to 
himfelfe^  bccaufealthough  he  hath  faft  hold 
upon  the  right  fide  of  the  probleme,  he  may 
be  an  ill  man  in  themidfl:  of  his  triumphant 
difputations.  And  therefore  it  was  not 
here  that  GOD^wouldhavemans  felicity  to 
§low:For  our  condition  had  been  extreme- 
ly miferable^if  our  finallftate  had  been  pla- 
ced upon  an  uncertain  hill^and  the  wa5^toit, 
had  been  upon  the  waters,  upon  which  no 
fpirit  but  that  of  contradidion  anddifcord 
did  ever  move;  for  the  man  fliould  have 
tended  to  an  end  of  an  uncertaine  dwelling, 
and  walked  to  it  by  wayes  not  difcernable, 
and  arrived  thither  by  chance ,  which  be- 
caufe  it  is  irregular,  would  have  difcompor 
fed  the  pleasures  of  a  Chriftian  hope ,  as  the 
very  diiputing  hath  already  deftroyed  cha^ 
rity,  and  difunited  the  continuity  of  Faith, 
^nd  in  the  confequcnt  there  would  be  no 
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vertue^and  no  felicity.   But  God  who  never 
loved,  that  man  lliouldbe  too  ambitioufly 
buify  in  imitating  his  wildome  (and  Man 
loft  jParadife  for  it)  is  moft  defirous  we 
fliould  imitate  his   goodneife    and    tranf- 
cribecopyes  of  thofe  excellent  Emanations 
from  his  Holineffe ,   whereby  as  he  com- 
municates himfelfe  to  us  in  mercyes,  fo  he 
propounds  himfelf  imitable  by  us  in  graces* 
And  in  order  to  this,   God  hath  dekri- 
bcdour  wayplaine,  certaine,   and  deter- 
mined j   and  although  he  was  pleafed  to 
leave  us  indetcrmined  in  the  Queftions  of 
exteriour  communion^yet  he  put  it  paft  iM 
queftion  ,   that  we  are  bound  to  be  charit- 
able.  He  hath  placed  the  queftion  of  the 
Uate  of  feparation  in  the  darke,   in  hidden 
and  undifcerned  regions  5  but  he  hatho- 
pened  the  windowes  of  heaven  and  given 
great  light  to  us^teaching  how  we  are  to  dc"* 
meane  our  felves  in  thejiate  of  conjunSlion. 
Concerning  the  falvation  of  Heathens  he 
was  not  pleafed  to  give  us  account ,   but 
he   hath   clearely  defcribed    the  duty  of 
Chrifitans^    and  tells  upon    what  termes 
alone  wee  fliall  be  faved ;    And  although 
the  not  inquiring  into  the  wayes  of  God 
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and  the  ilri6J:  rules  of  pra(3:ife  hath  been  hi- 
ftromcntall  to  the  preferving  them  free 
from  the  ferpcntnie  eiifoldings  andlaby- 
nnths of  difpute;  yet  God  alfo  with  a  great 
defigne  of  mercy  hath  writ  his  Commanded 
ments  info  large  charafters^  and  engraved 
them  in  fuch  tables ,  that  no  man  can  want 
the  records,  nor  yet  skill  to  reade  the  hand- 
writing upon  this  wall,  if heunderftands, 
what  he  underftands,  that  is,  what  is  pla- 
ced in  his  own  fpirit.  For  God  was  there- 
fore defirous  that  humane  nature  ftiould  be 
perfeded  with  morall ,  not  intelleduall 
4ftcellencies ,  becaufe  thefe  onely  are  of  u(e 
and  complyance  with  our  prefent  ftate 
and  conjundion.  If  God  had  given 
to  Eagles  an  appetite  to  fwim,  or  to 
the  Elephant  ftrong  defires  to  fly,hc  would 
have  ordered  that  an  abode  in  the  feaand 
the  aire  refpeftively  ihould  have  been  pro- 
po  rtionable  to  their  manner  of  living  j  for 
fo  God  hath  done  to  man,  fitting  him  with 
fuch  excellency es  which  are  ufefull  to  him  in 
his  wayes  and  progrefTe  to  perfeftion.  A 
man  hath  great  tife  and  need  of  ;uftice ; 
and  all  the  inftances  of  morality  fervehis 
naturall  and  political!  ends ,  he  cannot  live 
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without  them,  and  be  happy jbut  the  filling 
the  roomes  of  the  underftanding  with  aery 
and  inefFe6i:ivc  notions  is  juft  fuch  an  excel- 
lency, as  it  is  in  a  man  to  imitate  the  voice 
of  birds ;  at  his  very  beft,  the  Nightingale 
fliall  excell  him  ,  and  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  that 
end,  which  God  defigned  him  in  the  firft 
intentions  of  creation. 

In  purfuance  of  this  confideration  I  have 
chofen  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  religion  by 
doing  afliftance  to  that  part  of  Theology 
which  is  wholly  prafticall,that  which  make^ 
us  wiferjtherefore,  becaufe  it  makes  us  bet- 
ter. And  truely  (My  Lord)  it  is  enough  to 
weary  thefpiritof  aDifputer^that  he  fliall 
argue  till  he  hath  loft  his  voice ,  and  hi« 
time,  and  fometimes  the  queftion  too,  and 
yet  no  man  fliall  be  of  his  minde  more  then 
was  before.      How  few  turne  Lutherans, or 
Calvinifls,  or  Roman  Catholikes  from  the 
religion  cither  of  their  Country  or  incereft? 
Pofllblytwo  or  three  weake  or  interefted, 
phantaftick  and  eafy ,  prejudicate  and  effe- 
minate underftandings  pafl!e  from  Church 
to  Church  upon  grounds  asweake  asthoft 
for  which  formerly  they  did  drflent ,   and 
the  fame  arguments  are  good  or  bad  as  ex- 

a  3  teriour 


The  Epijile  Dedicatory. 

teriour  accidents  ,  or  interiour  appe- 
tites (hall  determine.  I  deny  not,  but  for 
great  caufes  fome  opinions  are  to  be  quit- 
ted ;  but  when  I  confider  how  few  doe 
forfake  any ,  and  when  any  doe  ,  often- 
times they  choofe  the  wrong  fidej  and 
they  that  take  the  righter ,  doe  it  fo  by 
contingency,  and  the  advantage  alfo  isfo 
little,  I  believe  that  the  triumphant  per- 
fons  have  but  fmall  reafon  to  pleafe  them- 
felves  in  gaining  profelytes  ,  fince  their 
purchafe  is  fo  fmall ,  and  as  inconfidcra- 
ble  to  their  triumph,  as  it  is  unprofitable 
to  them  who  change  for  the  worfe,  or  for 
the  better  upon  unworthy  motives.  In 
all  this  there  k  nothing  certain,  nothing 
noble.  But  hee  that  followes  the  worke 
of  G  O  D,  that  is,  labours  to  gaine  foules^ 
not  to  a  Sed,  and  a  fubdivifion,  but  to  the 
Chriftian  Religion ,  that  is ,  to  the  Faith 
and  obedience  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
hath  a  promife  to  be  afllfted ,  and  rewar- 
ded j  and  all  thofc  that  goe  to  Hea^en^ 
are  the  purchafe  of  fuch  undertakings  , 
the  fruit  of  fuch  culture  and  labours  i 
for  it  is  onely  a  holy  life  that  lands  us 
there. 

And 
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And  now  (My  Lord  )  I  have  told  you 
my  reafons,  1  fliall  not  be  aihamcd  to  fay 
that  I  am  weary  and  toyled  with  rowing 
up  and  downe  in  the  leas  of  queftions, 
which  the  interefts  of  Chriftendome  have 
commenced;  and  in  many  propofitions  of 
which  I  am  heartily  perfwaded,  lam  not  cer- 
taine  that  I  am  not  deceived  j  and  I  find  that 
men  are  moft  confident  of  thofe  articles 
which  they  can  fo  little  prove,  that  they 
never  made  queftions  of  them  ;  But  J  am 
mofi  certaine  that  by  living  in  the  Religion 
and  £c3ite  of  God^  in  obedience  to  theKingy 
in  the  charities  and  duties  of  communion 
with  my  Spirituall  Guides  ,  in  juftice  and 
love  with  all  the  world  in  their  feverall 
proportions  5  I  fliall  not  faile  of  that  end 
which  is  perfediive  of  Humane  nature , 
and  which  will  never  be  obtained  by  dif- 
puting. 

Here  therefore  when  I  had  fixed  my 
thoughts^upon  fad  apprehenfions  that  God 
was  removing  our  Candleftick  (  for  why 
fhould  he  not^when  men  themfelvesput  the 
light  out,  and  pull  theitars  from  their  orbs, 
fo  hafliening  the  day  of  Gods  judgement)  I 
was  defirous  to  put  a  portion  of  the  holy 
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fire  into  a  repofitory,  which  might  help  to 
rcenkindle  the  Incenfe^  when  it  (hall  pleafe 
God  Religion  (hall  return,  and  all  his  fcr- 
vants  fliall  fin'g  [J«  cenvertendo  captivitatem 
Sionl  with  a  voyce  of  Eucharift. 

But  now(my  Lord)  although  the  refults 
and  ifllies  of  my  retirements  and  ftudy,  doe 
naturally  run  towards  you^and  carry  no  ex- 
cufe  for  their  forwardnefle,  but  the  confi- 
dence that  your  goodnefle  rejeds  no  ema- 
nation of  a  great  aff^eftion,  yet  in  this  ad- 
drefle  I  am  apt  to  promjfe  to  my  fclf  a  fairc 
interpretation,  bccaufe  I  bringyou  an  in- 
ftrument,  and  auxiliaries  to  that  devotion, 
whereby  we  beleeve  you  are  deare  to  God, 
and  know,  that  you  are^  to  good  men.  And 
if  thefc  little  fparkes  of  holy  fire  which  I 
have  heaped  together  doe  not  give  life  to 
your  prepared  and  already  enkindled {pirit^ 
yet  they  will  fometimes  help  to  entertainc 
a  thought,  to  adqate  a  paffion,  to  imploy 
and  hallow  a  fan^y,  and  put  the  body  of 
your  piety  into  fermentation,  by  prefent- 
ing  you  with  the  circumftances  and  parts  of 
fuch  meditations,  which  are  fymbolicall  to 
thofe  of  your  daily  office,and  which  are  the 
faffi-'temfs  of  your  feverefi:  houres.     My 
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Lord,  I  am  not  fo  vainc,  tothinkethatin 
the  matter  of  devotion,  and  the  rules  of 
julHceand  religion  (which  is  the  buifineffe 
of  your  life)  I  can  adde  any  thing  to  your 
heape  of  excellent  things ,  but  I  have 
knowne  and  felt  comfort  by  reading,  or 
hearing  from  other  perfons,  what  I  knew 
my  felfe;  and  it  wasunaftive  upon  my  fpirit^ 
till  it  was  made  vigorous  and  efFe(Siive  from 
withoutjand  in  this  fenfe,I  thought  I  might 
not  be  ufelefle  and  impertinent. 

My  Lord,  I  defignedto  be  inftrumentall 
to  the  faJvation  of  all  perfons  that  fliall 
readc  my  booke ;  but  unlefTc  (bccaufe 
foulcs  are  equall  in  their  fubftance  and  e- 
quallyredeemcd)  we  are  obliged  to  wifli  the 
falvation  of  all  men,  with  the  greateft,  that 
is ,  with  equall  defires,  1  did  intend  in  the 
higheft  manner  I  could  to  expreffe  how 
much  I  am  to.  pay  to  you ,  by  doing  the 
offices  of  that  duty,  which  although  you 
IcfTe  neede,  yet  I  wasmoft  bound  to  pay^ 
even  the  duties  and  charities  of  religionj 
having  this  defigne ,  that  when  pofterity 
(for  certainly  they  will  learne  to  diftin- 
guifli  things  and  perfons)  {hall  fee  your 
honoured  Name  imployed  to  feparate 
and  refcue  there  papers  from  contempt 
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they  may -with  the  more  confidence  expe6l: 
in  them  Ibmething  fit  to  be  offered  to  fuch 
a  Pcrfonage.  My  Lord,  I  have  my  end  if  I 
fcrve  God,  and  you,  and  the  needs  and  in- 
tereft  of  foules  j  but  (hall  think  my  returne 
full  of  reward,  if  you  fhall  give  mc  pardon, 
and  put  me  into  your  I^etanies,  and  account 
mc  in  ihe  number  of  your  relatives  and  fer- 
vants;  for  indeed,  My  Lord,  lammoft 
heartily 


Tmr  Lordjhips  tnefi  affeSlionate 
and  moji 

Obliged  Servant  ^ 

Taylor. 
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Hriftidn  Religion  hath  fo  many  exterlour  advanta-  ^  —  Fatisac-' 
ges  to  its  reputation  and  advancement,  from  the  cede,  Deifcme^ 
Author,  and  from  the  Minifters^  from  the  foijntain  £t  colefelkes 
ofits  Origination,  and  the  channels  of  conveyance,  mjferos  fuge  * 
(GOD  being  the  Author,  the  vpord  incarnate  be-  fidera  terra^ 
ing  the  great  Dodoraad  Preacher  of  it,  his  life  and  Zft  diftant,  ^ 
death  being  itsconfignation,  the  holy  Spine  being  flamtmwarific 
the  great  argument  and  demonftration  of  it,  and^^;/^  yg^^^ 
the  Apoftles  the  organs  and  conduits  of  its  diffemi-  S£eptr0rm  vh 
nation)  that  it  were  glorious  beyond  all  oppofftion  teta  pent,  ft 
and  difparagemcnt,  though  wefliould  not  conftder  the  excellency  of  its  pendereiufta 
matter,  and  the  certainty  of  its  probation,  and  the  efficacy  of  its  power,  Jncipit:  ^er» 
and  the  perfedion  and  rare  accomplifhment  of  its  defigne.    But  I  conff-  f■J^q^^.  ^y^.^^  ^^ 
der  that  Cliriftianity  is  therefore  very  little  underftood,  becaufe  it  is  re-  fpedus  honefti. 
proached  upon  that  pretence,  which  its  very  being  and  defigne  does  infinite-  ijbertas  fceU- 
ly  confute.    It  is  efteemed  to  be  a  Religion  contrary  in  its  principles,  ox  y^^^a    ^^^ 
in  its  precepts  to  thatwifdome,  ^  whereby  the  world  is  governed,  and  regnainvif^ 
Common-wealths  increafe,  and  greatneffe  is  acquired,  and  Kings  goc  to  tuetur 
warre,and  our  ends  of  intereft  are  ferved,  and  promoted,  and  that  it  is  an  SubUtufque 
inftitution  fo  wholly  in  order  to  another  world,  that  it  does  not  at  all  com-  rnodusgladiisi 
municatewithr/77x,neithcr  initsend,  norinics  difcourfes,  neither  in  the  facer e  omnix 
policy  nor  in  the  philofophy  :  and  therefore  as  the  dodrine  of  the  Croffe  r^^g 
was  entertained  at  lirft  mfcorne  by  the  Greeks,  in  o  fence  and  indignation  by  2Vo;2  iinpme  /?- 
the  ]ewe$  j  fo  is  the  whole  fyfteme  and  collective  body  of  Chriftian  Philo-  ^^ ^  nja  ^^^  f^^ 
fophy  efteemed  imprudent  by  the  politicks  of  the  world,  and  flat  and  in  a-  ^j^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 
tionallby  fome  men  of  e^xellenc  wit  and  fublime  difcourfe*,  who  be-  Q^j  ijolet  e(fe 
caufe  the  permiffions  and  dilates  of  natuirall,  true,  and  eflentiall  reafon  are  ^^^  virtus  d^ 
at  no  hand  to  be  contradi(Sed  by  anyfuperinduced  Difcipline,  think,  that  futmut  potefias 
whatfoevcr  feemes  co^zrrd)^  to  their  reafon  is  alfo  i/fo/e«t  to  our  nature,  and  j^^oncoemt: 
ofters  indeed  a  good  to  us,  but  by  wayes  unnaturall  and  unreafonable-  Semper  wetuet 
And  I  think  they  are  ver^'  great  ftrangers  to  the  prefent  aflaires  and  per-  ^uemfjiva  pu<- 
fwalions  of  the  world,  who  know  not,  that  Chriftianity  is  very  much  under-  debunu  iMcmo 
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valued  upon  this  principle,  men  infeiifibly  becoming  unchriftian,  becairfj 
they  are  perfwaded,  that  much  of  the  greatnef/e  of  the  world  is  contra- 
dicted by  the  Religion.  But  certainly  no  miftake  can  be  greater.  For  the 
holy  JESUS  by  his  do^rinedid  inftrud:  the  underftandingsof  men,  made 
their  appetites  more  obedient,  their  reafon  better  principled,  and  argu- 
mentative with  leiTe  deception,  their  wills  apter  for  noble  choyces,  their 
governments  more  prudent,  their  prefent  felicities  greater,  their  hopes 
more  excellent,  and  that  duration  which  was  intended  to  them  by  their 
Creator  he  made  manifeft  to  be  a  ftate  of  glory  j  and  all  this  was  to  bee 
done  and  obtair.ed  refpecftively,  by  the  wayes  of  reafon  and  nature^  fuch  as 
GOD  gave  to  man,  then,  when  at  tirfr  he  defigned  him  to  a  noble,  and  an 
immcrtall  conditio\v,che  Chriftian  Law  being  for  the  fubftance  of  it,nothing 
but  the  reftitution  and  perfedion  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  And  this  I  fhaU 
reprefent  in  all  the  parts  of  its  naturall  progreflion,  and  I  intend  it  not  on- 
ly as  a  Preface  to  the  following  books,  but  for  an  mtrodu^m  and  invhatJQti 
to  the  whole  Religion. 
2  For  GOD,  v/hen  he  made  the  firft  emanations  of  his  eternall  being,  and 

Kath  VeJDe-  created  man  as  the  end  of  all  his  produftions  here  below,defigned  him  to  an 
fff  g(l  humanis  endfuchashimfclfe  was  pleafed  tochoofefor  us,  and  gave  him  abilities 
rtbiis  confukns ,  proportionable  to  attaine  that  end.   GOD  gave  a  man  a  reafonable  and  an 
cu£cauf<tefl  '  intelligent  nature.    And  to  this  noble  nature  he  defigned  as  noble  an 
heirnmbus  bene  ^"^  '  an  end  of  bappnejfe  ccrmnly.   For  fince  GOD  gave  him  proper  and 
heateque  vi-    peculiar  appetites  with  proportion  to  their  owne  obje&s,and  gave  him  rea- 
vendi  ft  nen    fon  and  abilities,  not  only  to  perceive  the  fapidnelfe  and  rellifh  of  thofe 
conce^nm  fibi    objeds,  but  alfo  to  make  reflex  afts  upon  fuch  perceptions,  and  to  perceive 
mmusafum-    ^^^^  ^^^>'  ^'^  perceive,  which  was  a  rare  infirument  of  pleafure  and  paine 
tm  Veo  negli'   refpedively,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  think,  diat  GOD,  who  created  him  in 
tant.  Chalced.  niercy,  did  not  onely  proportion  a  being  to  his  nature,  but  alfo  aperfelf 
4d7Jm^i^'     ^em^  proper  to  its  capacities.    For  if  this  being  fliould  be  a  ftate  of  af- 
iiftion,  that  is,  of  obje<Ss  difproportionate  to  his  natnrall  appetites. 
It  would  have  beene  the  greattft  unmercifulncfle  in  the  World  y    dif- 
proportionate objeds  being  nieere  inftances  of  affliftion ,    and  thofe 
unfatisfied  appetites   nothing  elfe  but  inftruments  of  torment. 

The  end  therefore  of  nian,  that  which  is  perfedive  of  his  being,  and  the 
5»  completion  of  all  his  orderly  defires,  isthat  which  wecall,  4  kappy  life,  or 

happy  beings  fa  being]  according  to  the  intention  of  nature,  [and  a  happi- 
nelTeJ  according  to  his  appetites.  Now  concerning  his  being  I  oonfider,that 
it  was  in  nature  and  in  GODS  prime  intention  defigned  to  he  forever. 
Here  or  otherwhere  is  not  materiall  to  the  confideration,  whether  in  earth, 
or  in  heaven,  in  Paradife  or  out  of  it.  For  whenfoever  GOD  ihould  alter 
the  manner,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  abode,  yet  if  man  did  remaine 
happy,  there  was  no  deficiency  from  the  end  of  his  firft  intention?  but  for 
ever  he  ought  to  lire,  by  the  defign  of  G  O  D.  For  man  was  created  with 
an  immortall  fpirit.  It  matters  not,  whether  he  knew  it  then  or  no.  For 
birds,  and  beafts,  and  bees  aredire(^ed  and  infallibly  carried  to  that  end, 
to  which  they  are  fitted  with  organs  and  intermediall  appetites,  and  do  all 
things  towards  it  but  underftand  it.  And  it  matters  not,  whether  we  can 
now,  or  ever  could  prove  it  by  an  infallible  demonftration ,  or  come 
to  know  it  by  a  meere  naturall  inftrument.  For  it  is  now  revealed  to 
MS  by  JESUS  CHRIST,  that  the  foul  cannot  be  killed ;  and  in  all  ages  men 

did 
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did  heartily  believe  it ,  and  had  appetites  either  produced  by  that  opinion, 
or  by  the  thing  itfelf  proper  for  an  immortall  creature.  But  in  the  thing  ic 
ftlfc  it  is  true  (however  we  come  to  know  it)  that  GOD  breathed  into  man  <t 
livings  and  an  incorruptible  never  dying fpirit. 

Now  upon  fuppofition  of  this  propofition,  which  was  alwayes  true,  and  4, 

is  long  fince  by  revehtion  (if  not  by  philofophy)  made  evident,  welhall 
findc,that  whatfoever  inftrument^  GOD  fitted  in  order  tomanslaft  end5that 
is,  of  Irving  happily  according  to  the  duration  of  an  immortall  creatnre,muft 
alfobe  fufficient  towards  the  life  of  immortality  ,  orelfe  it  was  infufficienc 
in  the  nature  of  the  thing.  There  is  no  peradventure  but  that  GOD  did 
furnifh  his  nature  with  abilities  to  arrive  to  the  end  of  his  nature ,  juft  as  all 
other  creatures  had  fufficient  inftruments,appetitesand  powers  to  arrive  to 
thacend,which  God  defigned  to  them  in  their  creations.  And  if  it  had  been 
otherwife,Man  had  been  a  creature  imperfe<S,and  therefore  nor  good:for  all 
fuch  imperfeftion,which  is  a  deficiency  from  the  natural  I  end,is  monftrofity, 
and  an  evi II  naturally  and  phyflcally ,  and  contrary  to  the  faying  of  Mofes 
[^and  GOD  faw  all^  that  he  hadmade^  and  behold  it  was  very  good.'}  5, 

Onelythis,  becaufe  all  the  changes  and  varieties  of  ftate  were  not  re- 
vealed to  man ,  he  had  onely  explicite  appetites  to  what  he  faw  before 
him,  that  is,  towards  a  happy  life  indefinitely,  and  (becaufe  he  knew 
of  nothing  clfe)  of  living  well  in  this  world,  and  as  long  as  he  could,  that 
is,  as  much  as  he  could  obtaine,  forever.     And  when  GOD  gave  him 
appetites  in  order  to  live  well  and  happilj^  when  ever  GOD  ftiould  take  him 
from  this  ftate,  which  he  onely  knew  and  was  in  polfefTion  of,  it  is  certain, 
that  the  fame  inftruments,  which  ferved  the  regukrendsof  nature  here* 
would  alfo  ferve  it  for  ever,  becaufe  man  had  no  other  way  of  obtaining  it. 
And  therefore  GOD,  who  in  mercy  defigned  him  to  an  eternall  being,  and 
yet  tookehim  from  this,  to  the  fecuring  of  which  man  did  the  workeof 
nature  and  Gods  intention,  it  muft  follow  that  God  will  either  give  it  him, 
as  a  gift  or  as  reward,or  as  a  naturall  confequent  of  living  according  to  Gods 
i  itention,  all  which  .will  be  alike  in  the  thing  and  make  a  difference  in  Lo- 
gicke,but  nothing  in  the  fubftance  of  affaires.  #• 

That  this  intendment  of  G  O  D  and  nature  fliould  be  effed:ed ,  that 
is,  that  man  fliould  become  happy  ,  it  is  naturally  neceirary,that  all 
his  regular  appetites  fhould  have  an  objed  appointed  them,  in  the 
fruition  of  which  felicity  muft  confift.  Becaufe  nothing  is  felicity, 
but  when,  what  was  rcafonably  or  orderly  defired  is  polfefled  :  for 
the  having  what  is  not  defired  ,  or  the  wanting  of  what  we  defired,  or 
the  dcfiring  what  we  ftiould  not ,  are  the  feverall  conftituent  parts 
of  infelicity  j  and  it  can  have  no  other  conftitution.  ^f.       7*     ^   , 

Now  the  firft  ^petite  man  had  in  order   to  his  great  end  was  to     5'?'!.^"*"' 
be  as  perfed  as  he  could,  "^  that  is,  to  be  as  like  the  beft  thing  he  f^  '^^*^*9h 
knew,  as    his   nature  and   condition  would   permitt  •,    and   although  **V'"^*^*'«' 
by  Adams  Tphan(y  and  aft'c<^ion  to  his  wife ,  and  by  GODS  appointing  fruit  ^'^x«rf<f«^»^ 
for  him,  we  fee  the  lower  appetites  were  firft  provided  forj  yet  the  firft  "  f ''^*  *efOT/«? 
appetite  which  maa  had,  as  he  diftinguifties  from  lower  creatures,  was  '"="''  iti't^f^r^f 
to  be  like  Ood;  (for  by  that  the  Devill  tempted  him)  and  in  order  to  that  he  ^  ^^'^(^''-Anfi 
had  natvirallyfufficient  inftruments  and  abilities.For  although  by  being  abuf-  2.  de  cda. 
edwith  the  Devillsfophiftry  he  chofe  an  incompetent  inftrument,,yet  be- 
caufe it  is  naturally  certain,that  loveas  the  greateft  aflimilation  of  the  objeft 
and  the  faculty,  Adam  by  loving  God  might  very  well  approach  neei  er  him 

b  3  according 
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according  as  he  could.  And  it  was  naturall  to  Adm  to  lore  GOD,  who  was 
his  Father,  his  Creator,  the  fountaine  of  all  good  to  him,and  of  excellency 
in  himi"elfe,and  whatfoever  is  underftcod  to  be  fuch,i t  is  as  naturall  for  us  to 
love,  andwedoitforthefamereafons,  for  which  we  love  any  thing  elfe, 
and  we  cannot  love  for  any  other  reafon ,  but  for  one  or  both  thefe  in  their 
-  proportion  apprehended. 

*•  But  becaufe  GOD  is  not  onely  excellent  and  good,  but  by  being  fupreme 

Lordhuh  power  to  give  us  what  lawes  he  pleafe ,  obedience  to  his  lawes 
therefore  becomes  naturally,but  confequently  neceflary,when  GOD  decrees 
them ,  becaufe  he  does  make  himfelfe  an  enemy  to  all  rebells  and  difobc- 
dient  fons  by  affixing  penalties  to  the  tranfgreifors  :  and  therefore  difobe- 
dience  is  naturally  inconfiftenr,  not  onely  with  love  to  our  felves ,  becaufe 
it  brings  afflidions  upon  us,  but  with  love  to  our  fuprerae  law-giver  *,  it  is 
contrary  to  the  natuiall  love  we  beare  to  GOD  fo  underftood ,  becaufe  it 
makes  him  our  enemy ,  whorr^  naturally  and  reafonably  we  cannot  but 
love ,  and  therefore  alfo  oppofite  to  the  firft  appetite  of  man ,  which  is  to 
be  like  GOD,  in  order  to  which  we  have  naturally  no  inftrument  but  love, 
M^  andtheconfequentsoflove. 

And  this  is  not  at  all  to  be  contradided  by  a  pretence  that  a  man  does 
not  natuially  know,  there  is  a  G  O  D.  Becaufe  by  the  fame  inftrument^  by 
which  we  know,that  the  world  began,  or  that  there  was  a  firft  man,  by  the 
fame  we  know ,  that  there  is  a  GOD,and  that  he  alfo  knew  it  too,  and  con^ 
verfed  with  that  GOD',  and  received  lawes  from  him.  For  if  we  difcourfe 
of  man  and  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  firft  appetites,  and  the  firft  reafons 
abftradedly,  and  in  their  own  complexions ,  and  without  all  their  re- 
lations and  provifions,we  difcourfe  jejunely,  and  falfly,  and  unprofitably. 
For  as  man  did  not  come  by  chance,nor  by  himfelf ,  but  from  the  univer- 
fall  caufe ,  fo  we  know  >  that  this  univerfall  caufe  did  doe  all  that  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  him  in  order  to  the  end  he  appointed  him.     And  therefore  to* 
^ .   V     '     '  hegin  the  hiftory  of  a  mans  reafon,aud  the  philofophy  of  his  naturcjit  is  not 
0«  >5  fri>  "^  neceflary  for  us  to  place  him  there,  where  without  theconfiderationofa 
ftif  rue  fT^Ktto^  GOD,or  fociety,  or  law,  or  order  he  is  to  be  placed,that  is,in  the  ftate  of  ^ 
?*  *^'  *''^"''  ^f>ing  rather  then  aperfon  j  but  G  O  D  by  revelations  and  Scriptures  having 
»er«^  Mw  yiii  helpeduswith  propofitions  and  parts  of  ftory  relating  mans  firft  and  real! 
wy  T«»  iK 78      condi  tion ,  from  thence  we  can  take  the  fureft  account,and  make  the  moft 
A/s/,  H)  riw  ««  perfect  derivation  of  propofitions. 

♦»«  Mmt  ?j/V--      Pj-qj^  t-^js  firft  appetite  of  man  to  be  like  GOD,  and  the  firft  naturall  in- 

«f,  ititv^ti  }«>  ftrument  of  it,  /oi;ef,defcend  all  the  firft  obligations  of  religion.     In  which 

iTii  xuf  W  -m/-    there  are  fome  parts  more  immediately  and  naturally  expreflive,  others  by 

M%  ifylw  tx«  ^  fuperindn-^ion  and  pofitive  command.  Naturall  nlighn  I  call  fuch  aftions, 

M  (jiif^tua  n      which  ei  ther  are  proper  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  we  worftii p  (fuch  as  are 

i/wi  TTtft  «c>-    giving  praifes  to  him,and  fpeaking  excellent  things  of  him,  and  praying  to 

^tf»  K,  x«*»t      him  for  fuch  things  as  we  neede,and  a  readinefle  to  obey  him  in  whatfoever 

Chryjip.de        he  commands)  or  elfe  fpch  as  are  expreflions  proportionate  to  our  natures 

.'Diji.j.  that  make  them  :  that  is,  giving  to  G  O  D  the  beft  things  we  have ,  and  by 

io,         which  we  can  declare  our  efteeme  of  his  honour  and  excellency :  affigning 

fom.e  portion  of  our  time,  of  our  eftate,the  labours  of  our  perfons ,  the  in- 

creafeofourftore,  firft  fruits,  fecrifices,  oblations ,  a:id  tithes,  which 

therefore  GOD  regards ,    becaufe  he  hath  allovved  to  our  natures  no 

,     other  inftrumeats  of  doing  himhonour ,  but  by  giving  to  him  in  foHie 

manner 
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manner  >  which  we  tx^Iievc  honourable  and  ape ,  the  bcft  thing  we  have* 

The  next  appetite  a  man  hach,  is  to  beget  one  like  himfclfe ,  GOD  Il» 

hiiving  implanted  that  appetite  into  man  for  the  propagation  of  mankinde, 
and  giren  it  as  his  firft  bltfling  and  permiflion.     It  is  mt  ^ood  fir  man  to  be 
alone  ^  and,  Increafe  and  multiply.    And  Artewidorus  had  fomething  of  this 
do<^lrinc7  when  he  reckons  thefe  two  lawes  of  nature ,  Veum  colere  ^  mu-  n^/j,;;,*  ff^„ 
lieribksvittci.     Toworfhip  GOD,  and  to  be  overcome  by  women,  in     '''      *'»  • 
proportion  to  his  two  firft  appetites  of  natiue ,  to  be  like  0  OD,  and  ts 
have  another  tike  himfelfe.     This  appetite  GOD  onelymade  regulaiby 
his  firft  provifions  of  farisfadion.  He  gave  xo  man  a  woman  for  a  wife ,  for 
the  companion  of  his  forrowes  ,  for  the  inftrument  of  multiplication,  and 
yet  provided  him  but  of  one,  and  intimafed  he  fliould  have  no  more, 
which  we  doe  not  onely  know  by  an  after  revelation ,  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S 
having  declai*ed  it  to  have  been'  GODS  purpofe ,.  but  Adam  himfclfe  un- 
derftoodit,  as  appears  by  his  firft  difcouifesat  the  entertainment  of  his 
new  bride.    And  although  there  were  permiffions  afterward  of  Polygamy,  Qg^j^  2. 4, 
yet  there  was  a  greater  pretence  of  neceffity  at  firft  ,  becaufe  of  enlarging 
and  multiplying  fountaines  rather  then  channels ,  and  three  or  four  at  firft 
would  have  enlarged  mankindeby  greater  proportion  then  many  moie  af- 
terwards ',  little  diftances  neere  the  centre  make  greater  and  larger  figures, 
then  when  they  part  neere  the  fringes  of  the  circle,  and  therefore  thofc 
after  pcrmiflions  were  to  avoid  a  greater  evill ,  not  a  hallowing  of  the  li- 
c^nfc ,  but  a  reproach  of  their  inftrniity.     And  certainly  the  multiplicati- 
on of  wives  is  contrariant  to  that  defigne  of  love  and  cndeercment ,  which 
O  O  D  intended  at  firft  between.man  and  wife. 

' Connubia  mile :  ClaudJan^beU. 

Non  illis  generis  nexus ,  non  pignora  curd^  Gildon. 

Sed  numero  languet  pietas Sahtfl,Jugmh 

And  amongft  them,  that  have  many  wives,  the  relation  und  necejjitude  is ^j„^  ^ 

trifling  and  loofe,  and  they  are  all  equally  contemptible^  becaufe  the  minde  enter^  ^x^, 
tains  no  loves  or  union  ^  where  the  objeif  is  multiply ed^  and  tbe  aft  unfixed  and  Avih  yvyetmif 
diftralled.    So  thatthis  having  a  great  commodity  in  order  to  mans  great  '«,/p'  ^  ^,/^j 
end,  that  is,  of  living  well  and  happily  feemes  to  be  intended  by  GOD  ^^„i 
,yi  the  nature  of  things  and  inftruments  naturall  and  reafonable  towards  -a^-  ^^  ^/^ 
mans  end  j  and  therefore  to  be  a  law ,  if  not  naturall ,  yet  atleaft  pofitive  0Ki7ntite  ivitt^ 
and  fuperinduced  at  firft ,  in  order  to  mans  proper  end.    However,  by  the  ^,  yjj^.„ 
provifion  which  GOD  made  for  fatisfad^ion  of  this  appetite  of  nature,  all  j-^pyam  l^is 
thofc  aftions  which  defied  and  erre  from  the  order  oi  this  end  are  unnatu-  ^;)  ^  „j/  ^^^^^ 
rail  and  inordinate ,  and  not  permitted  by  the  concesfionof  GOD,  nor  ^i^^^,^  Emit, 
the  order  of  the  thing  ^  but  fuch  anions  onely ,  which  naturally  produce  ^^  ''  j^. 
the  end  of  this  provif.on   and   fatisfadion,  are  naturall,   regular  and  ^Nihilenimeji 

^  » *  »      I.-  .  r    .  .      r     .,  ,1.      hbeiispropri" 

But  by  this  meanes  man  grew  mto  a  fociety  and  a  family,  and  having  ^^  quod  non 
produftionsof  his  own  kinde,  which  he  naturally  defired  and  therefore  p^^^^^^^^  q^ 
loved,  he  was  confcquently  obliged  to  aflift  them  in  order  to  their  end,  ^j-^^j.    n^j  (^f 
thatrhcy  might  become  like  him  ,  that  is,  perfeft  men,  and  brought  up  defrndede- 
tothefameftate-,  and  they  alfo  by  being  at  ficft,  ini\3otent,  and  for  ^'^^'^urit,aut  acquis 
after '  beneficiaries  and  obliged  pcrfons,  are  for  the  prefent  fubjed  to  rendjprdibue- 
their  parents,  and  forever  after  bound  to  duty,  becaUfe  there  is  "othingYrf/ir  r^/^/,  ' 
*yhich  they  can  dee ,  that  can  diredly  prcdu.ce  fo  gi-eat  a  benefit  to  the  pf^^^  ^ 

Faicnts^ 
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Parents  9  as  they  have  to  the  children.    From  hence  naturally  defcend  all 
thofe  mutuall  obligations  between  parents  and  children ,  which  are  inftra- 
nients  of  proteftion  and  benefit  on  the  one  fide  ,  and  duty  and  obedience 
i  on  the  other,  and  all  thefe  to  be  exprefied  according  as  either  of  their  ne- 

ccflities  fhall  require ,  or  any  ftipulation  or  contrad  fhall  appoint ,  or  fhall 
be  fuperinduced  by  any  pofitive  lawes  of  GOD  or  man. 
rr      j2^  In  naturall  defcent  of  the  generations  of  man  this  one  firft  family  was 

multiply ed  fo  much  that ,  for  conveniency  they  were  forced  to  divide  their 
dwellings ,  and  this  they  did  by  families  efpccially ,  the  great  Father  be- 
ing the  Major  domo  to  all  his  minors.  And  this  d'ivifion  of  dwellings,  al- 
though it  kept  the  fame  forme  and  power  in  the  fcverall  families ,  which 
were  in  the origi nail,  yet  it  introduced  fome  new  neceffities ,  which  al- 
though they  varyedin  the  inftance ,  yet  were  to  be  determined  by  fuch  in- 
\  ftruments  of  reafon ,  which  were  given  to  us  at  firft  upon  forefight  of  the 

•  publike  neceflities  of  the  world.     And  when  the  families  came  to  be  di- 

f'  vidcd  that  their  common  Parent  being  extind ,  no  Mafter  of  a  family  had 

power  over  another  Mafter  *,  the  rights  of  fuch  men  and  the'nnaturall  power 
became  equall ,  becaufe  there  was  nothing  to  diftinguifh  them,  and  becaufe 
they  might  do  equall  injury,  and  invade  each  others  poflefTions,  and  difturbe 
their  peace  and  furprize  their  liberty.     And  fo  alfo  was  their  power  of  do- 
ing benefit  equall,  though  not  the  fame  inkinde.     But  GOD  who  made 
.        manafociableaeature,  hcczuk  he  knew  it  "wsis  not  good  for  him  to  be  alone j 
^Annmsttrve'  fo  difpcnfed  the  abilities  and  poflibilitics  of  doing  good,  thatinfome- 
mat  Imratita^  x\nng  or  other  every  man  might  need  or  be  benefited  by  ^  every  man  y 
tjsmateriaw,    therefore  that  they  might  purfue  the  end  of  nature ,  and  their  own  appe- 
etim  inter  an-  tites  of  living  well  and  happily ,  they  were  forced  to  confent  to  fuch  con- 
giijtJas pauper^  trafts  which  might  fecure  and  fupply  to  every  one  thofe  good  things  with- 
t0jf,^Senec,  de  out  which  he  could  not  live  happily.  Both  the  appetites,  the  irafcible  iind 
Cinefic,c»  i.       the  concupifcible ,  fear  of  evill ,  and  delire  of  benefit  were  the  fufficient 
endeerments  of  contra^s,  of  focieties,  and  repnblikes.  And  upon  this 
ftockc  were  decreed  and  hallowed  all  thofe  propofitions,  without  which 
bodies  politicke  and  focieties  of  men  cannot  be  happy.  And  in  the  tranf- 
aftionof  thefc,  manyaccidents  daily  happening,  itgrewftillreafonable, 
that  is ,  necelTary  to  the  end  of  living  happily,  that  all  thofe  after  obliga- 
tions fhould  be  obferved  with  the  proportion  of  the  fame  faith  and  endeer- 
ment ,  which  bound  the  firft  contrafts.    For  though  the  naturall  law  be  al- 
wayes  the  fame ,  yet  fome  parts  of  it  are  primely  neceflary ,  others  by 
fuppofition  and  accident,  and  both  are  of  the  fame  neceflTity,  that  is,  equal- 
ly neceflary  in  the  feverall  cafes.     Thus ,  to  obey  a  King  is  as  neceflary  and 
naturally  reafonable  as  to  obey  a  Father ,  that  is ,  fuppofing  there  be  4 
King ,  as  it  is  certain  naturally  a  man  cannot  be ,  but  a  Father  muft  be  fup- 
pofed.  If  it  be  made  neceflary  that  I  promife,  it  is  alfo  neceflary,  that  I 
performcit:  for  elfe  I  ftiall  re  oarne  to  that  inconvenience,  which  I  fought 
to  avoid,  when  I  made  the  promife  y  and  though  the  inftance  be  very  farre 
removed  from  the  firft  neceflities  and  accidents  of  our  prime  being  ,  and 
produftion  *,  yet  the  reafon  ftill  purfues  us,  and  naturall  reafon  reaches  up 
to  the  very  laft  minutes,  and  orders  the  moft  remote  particulars  of  our 
well  being. 

Thus^nottofteal,  not  to  commit  adultery,  not  to  kill,  are  very  rea- 
14.        fonable  profecutions  of  the  great  end  of  nature  9  of  living  well  md  hafpiljf. 

But 
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But  wfjenia  nan  is  Cud  to  flcil ,  when  to  i5c  a  imirderer,  when  ro  be  itii^^ 

fruGus ,  thenanirall  law  doth  not  teach  j  bnc  when  the  fuptrinduced  con- 

ftfttition  hath  dttcrmined  the  particular  law,  by  naturall  reafonweare 

t>bliged  CO  olfcrve  ir.     Bccaufe  though  the  civill  power  makes  the  inftance, 

and  dercrm'fnes  the  parriailar,  yec  right  reafon  makes  the  fandionand 

|>afic5  rhe  obligation.   The  Law  of  nature  makes  the  Major  propoficion, 

haz  the  civill  conftirution ,  or  any  fupcrinduced  law  makes  the  affumption 

in  a  pra^krall  fyllogifnie.    To  kill  is  not  murder ,  but  to  kill  fuch  perfons, 

whom  I  ought  not.  It  was  not  murder  among  the  jewes  ro  kill  a  manfiay- 

cr ,  before  he  cnrred  a  city  of  refuge :  to  kill  the  fame  man  after  his  entry  „ 

was.    Among  rhe  Romanes  to  kill  an  ^  adulrerelTe  or  a  Ravifher  in  the  a^-,     ^-  ^^^^^^' 

was  lawfully  with  us  it  is  murder.  Murder,  andinceft,  and  theft,  alwayes  ^* '°*^^* 

wtre  unlawful,!: ut  the  fame  a<^ions  were  not  alwaycs  the  fame  crimes.  And 

it  is  juft  with  thefeas  with  di'fobcdience,  which  was  ever criminalU  but 

the  fame  thing  was  not  cftimated  to  be  difobedience ,  nor  indeed  could 

any  thing  be  fo,  till  the  (indt'ion  of  a  fuperiour  had  given  the  inftance  of 

obedience.     So  for  theft ,  vo  catch  fifh  in  riveis ,  or  Deare  or  Pigeons, 

when  they  were  efteemed  feranatura  of  a  wilde  condition  and  fopriwo  occu- 

pantis ,  was  lawfull,  juft  as  to  rake  or  kill  badgers  or  foxes,  and  beavers  and 

lyons.     But  when  the  lawes  had  appropriated  rivers ,  and  divided  fliores, 

and  imparked  Deare,  andhoufed  Pigeons,  it  became  theft  to  take  them 

without  leave.     To  defpoile  the  Egyptians  was  not  theft,  when  GOD, 

who  is  the  LORD  of  all  pofiefRons  had  bidden  the  Ifraelites.    Buc  to  do 

fo  now  were  the  breach  of  the  naturall  law,  and  of  a  Divine  Commandment. 

For  the  naturall  law  (  I  faid  )  is  eternall  in  the  fanc^ion,  but  variable  in  the 

'mftance  and  the  e-xprefHon.  And  indeed  the  lawes  of  nature  are  very  few : 

They  were  but  two  at  firft,  and  but  two  at  laft,  when  the  great  change  was 

made  from  families  to  kingdomes.  The  firft  is  to  do  duty  to  God.  The  fecond 

is  to  dj  to  our  [elves  and  our  neighbouTs^  that  is^  to  our  neighbours  as  to  our  felves^ 

3t\l  thekz&ions^yvhkh  naturally^  reafonablj/y  or  by  inftitution  or  emergent 

necefTity  are  in  order  to  a  happy  life.   Our  B.  Saviour  reduces  all  the  law  to 

theietwo.  i.  Love  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart.  2.  Leve  thy  neighbour  as  thy 

feffe.  In  which  I  obfenre  in  verification  of  my  former  difcourfe,  that  love  is 

the  firft  naturall  bond  of  duty  to  God,and  fo  aHb  it  is  to  our  neighbour.  And 

therefore  all  en tercourfe  withour  neighbour  was  founded  in,  and  derived 

from  the  two  greateft  endearments  of  love  in  the  world.  A  man  came  to 

have  a  neighbour  by  being  a  husband  and  a.  Father. 

So  that  ftillrfierc  are  but  two  great  naturall  lawes,  we  remaining  elfen-  '^^' 

tJally,  and  by  the  very  detigne  of  creation  obliged  to  God  in  all,  and  to  our 
neighbours  in  the  proportions  of  equality  [d/  thy  felfe]  that  is,  that  he  he 
pern.itted  and  promoted  in  the  order  to  his  living  well  and  happily  as  thoU 
art,  for  love  being  there,  not  an  aftedion,  but  the  duty  that  refulrs Troni  the  r 

firft  naturall  bands  of  love,  which  began  neighbourhood  ,  fignihes  juftice, 
equality  and  fuch  reafonable proceedings  which  are  in  order  to  our  com- 
mon end  of  a  happy  life,  and  is  the  fame  with  that  othcT.,Whatfoeverye  would 
that  menfhould  do  toyou^  do  you  to  them^  aud  that  is ,  certainly  the  greateft  and 
nioft  efleftive  love,  becaufe  it  beft  promotes  that  excellent  end,  which  God 
defigned  for  our  naturall  perfedion.  All  other  particulars  ai'e  but  profecuti- 
ons  of  thefe  two,  that  is,  of  the  order  of  nature :  fave  onely ,  that  there  is  a 
third  law,which  is  rather  fuppofed,  then  at  the  firft  cicprefled,  becaufe  a  man 

•c  'b 
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isrcafotiably  to  be  prefuracd  to  have  in  him  a  fufficient  ftocke  of  felfe  lov^ 
to  ferve  the  ends  ot  his  nature  and  creation,  and  that  is,  that  man  deaieanC 
and  ufe  his  own  body  in  that  decoriim,which  is  nioft  orderly  and  proporti- 
onate to  his  perfe^ive  end  of  a  happy  life ;  which  Chriftian  religion  calls 
[fobriety  J  and  it  is  a  prohibition  of  thofe  uncharitable  felfe  deftroying  fins 
of drHnkenncs,  gluttony, and  inordinate  and  unreafonable  manners  ofluft> 
defiredive  of  natures  intendments,  or  at  leaft  no  wayes  promoting  them- 
For  it  is  naturally  lawfull  to  fatisfy  any  of  thcfe  defires,when  the  defire  does 
not  carry  the  facisfadion  beyond  the  defigne  of  nature,  that  is,  to  the  viola- 

—  tionof  health  or  that  happy  livi-ng,  which  confifts  in  obfcrving  thofe  con- 

trads  which  mankind  thought  neceflary  to  be  made  in  order  to  the  fame 
great  end,or  unlelTe  God  hath  fuperinduced  a  reftraint ,  making  an  inOante 
of  fobriety  to  become  an  aft  of  religion ,  or  to  palTe  into  an  expreffion  of 
duty  to  him.  And  then  it  is  not  a  naturall,but  religious  fobriety,and  may  be 
inftanced  in  fafting  or  abfiinence  from  fome  kinds  of  mieatj  or  fome  times 
cr  m.anners  of  conjugation.  Thefe  are  the  three  naturall  lawes  defcribed  in 
the  Chriftian  dodrine,that  we  live\  i .  godly^  2,foberJy^  g.  righteoufly.  And  the 
particulars  of  the  firft  are  ordinarily  to  be  det^mined  by  God  immediate- 
ly, cr  his  Vicegerents,and  by  reafon  obferving  and  complying  with  the  ac- 
cidents of  the  world,and  difpofitions  of  things  and  perfons.  Thefecond  by 
the  naturall  order  of  nature,by  fenfe,  and  by  experience,  And  the  third  by 
humane  contrads  and  civill  lawes. 

^£  .  Therefult  of  the  preceding  difcourfe  is  this.  Man  who  was  defigned  by 

GOD  to  a  happy  life,was  fitted  with  fufficient  mcanes  to  attaine  that  end,  fo 
that  he  might,if  he  would,  fee  happy  y  but  he  was  a  free  agent  and  fo  might 
choofe.And  it  is  poir]ble,that  man  may  faileofhis  cnd,&  be  made  mifcrable 
by  God,by  himfelfc,or  by  his  Neighbour.  Or  by  tke  fame  perfons  he  may 
be  made  happy  in  the  fame  proportions,as  they  relate  to  hrro.  /f  God  be  an- 
gry or  difobeyed  Jie  becomes  our  enemy,and  fo  we  faile :  If  our  Neighbour 
be  injured  or  impeded  in  the  direft  order  to  his  happy  living ,  he  hathe- 
quall  right  againfi  us,as  we  againft  him,and  fo  we  failc  that  way;  And  if  I  be 
interaperatcl  grow  ficke  and  worfted  in  fome  faculty ,&fo  I  am  unhappy  in 
my  felfe.But  if  I  obey  God,and  do  right  to  my  neighbour,and  confine  my 
felfe  within  the  order  and  defigne  of  nature,!  am  fccuied  in  all  ends  of  blef- 
ling,in  which  I  can  beafTifted  by  thefe  three,that  is,by  all  my  relatives,there 
being  no  end  of.man  defigned  by  GOD  in  order  to  his  happincfle ,  to  which 
thefe  arc  not  proper  and  fufficient  inftruments,  Man  can  have  no  other  rela- 
t!ons,no  other  difcourfes,no  other,  regular  appetites,but  what  are  ferved  and 
fatisfied  by  rchgion,by  fobriety,&  by  juftice.There  is  nothing,  whereby  we 
can  rdate  to  any  perfon,who  can  hurt  HS,or  do  us  benefit  but  is  provided  foj^ 
in  thefe  three.     Thefe  therefore  are  all,and  thefe  are  futficicnt. 

But  new  it  is  to  be  enquired  how  thefe  become  lawes  obliging  us  to  fin, 
Y  •  if  we  tranfgrefie,even  before  any  pofitive  law  of  God  be  fuperinduced  j  for 
,  elfe,how  can  it  beanaturalUaw,  that  is,  a  law  obliging  all  nations,  and  all 
pel  fons,eyen  fuch^who  have  had  no  entercourfe  with  God  by  way  of  fpcciall 
reveiation^and  have  loft  all  memory  of  tradition?  For  either  fuch  perfons, 
whatfoever  they  do  fhall  obtaine  that  end,  which  God  defigned  for  them  in 
their  nacnre,thac  is ,  a  happy  life  according  to  the  duration  ofan  immortail 
nature  :  or  elfe  they  fhall  perifli  for  prevaricating  of  thefe  Lawes.  And  yet  if 
ttiey  were  no  lawes  to  thpm,and  decreed  and  made  facred  by  fandion,  pro-. 
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mulgation  tnd  appendant  penalcics,they  could  notfo  oblige  them  as  to  be- 
come the  rule  ©t  verrue  or  vice. 

When  God  gave  us  iiatuiall  rcaron,that  is,fiifficient  ability  to  doe  2ll,th^  1 8, 

fhould  be  ntctl!ary  to  live  well  and  happlly,heairo  knew,  that  feme  appe- 
tites might  be  irregular ,  juft  as  fonie  ftcmtckes  would  be  ficke,  and  lome 
eyes  blind  j  and  a  man  being  a  voluntary  agent  might  choofe  an  evill  with 
as  little  reafon  as  the  Angels  of  darknes  di  J,diat  is,  they  might  do  unreafon- 
ably  becaufe  they  would  do  fo,and  then  a  mans  under  (tan  ding  fhould  ferve 
him  but  as  an  inftrument  of  mifchiefe,and  his  will  carry  him  on  to  it  witha 
blind  &:  impotent  dcf:re,and  then  the  beauteous  order  of  creaturs  would  be 
difcompofed  by  unreafonableand  unconfidering  or  evill  perfons.  And  there- 
fore it  was  moftneceHaiy,thatmanfhould!iave  his  appetites  confined  within 
the  defigncs  of  nature,  aixl  the  order  to  his  end  j  for  a  will  without  the  re- 
ftraint  of  a  fuperiour  power  oir  a  pcrfe<ft  underftanding,  rs  like  a  knife  in  a 
childshand,  asapt  formifchicfe  asforufe.  Therefore  it  pleafed  God  to 
bind  man  by  the  fignature  of  lawes  toobfcrvc  thofe  great  natura  11  reafon?, 
without  which  man  could  not  arrive  at  the  great  end  of  Gods  defigning,that 
is,he  could  not  live  well  and  happily.  God  therefore  made  itthefirffclaw 
to  love  him,a«d  which  is  all  one,to  worfliip  him ,  to  fpeake  honour  of  him, 
and  to  eyprelfe  it  in  all  our  wayes,  the  chiefc  whereof  is  obedience.  And  this 
we  find  in  the  inftance  of  that  pofitive  precept ,  which  God  gave  to  Adam^ 
which  was  nothing  but  a  particular  of  the  great  generall  •,  but  in  this  there 
is  little  fcruple,becaufe  it  is  not  imaginable,  that  GOD  would  in  any  period 
of  time  not  take  care,that  hinifelfe  be  honoured ,  his  glory  being  the  very 
end  why  he  made  manjand  therefore  it  muft  be  certaine ,  that  this  did  at 
the  very  firft  palfe  into  a  law. 

But  concerning  this  and  other  things ,  which  are  ufually  called  narurall  ^^^ 

lawes  I  confider ,  that  the  things  themfelvcs  were  fech ,  that  the  doini 
them  was  therefore  declared  to  be  a  law ,  becaufe  the  not  dmg  them  did  cer- 
tainly briBg  a  ounifhmeut  proportionable  to  the  crime ,  that  is,   a  jiift  de- 
ficiency from  tne  end  of  creation,from  a  good  and  happy  life,  2.  and  alfo  a 
pnnilhment  of  a  guilty  confcience  ',  which  I  doe  not  underftand  to  be 
a  fearc  of  hell,  or  of  any  fupervening  penalty,  unleffe  the  confcience  be  ac- 
cidentally iaftruftcd  into  fuch  feares  by  expericnce,or  revelation*,  but  it  is 
^malummgenererat'tms^  adifeafe  orevjllof  the  reafonable  faculty,  that, 
as  there  is  a  rare  content  in  the  difcourfes  of  reafon,thcre  is  a^fatisfaftion,aii 
acquiefcency  like  that  of  creatures  in  their  proper  place  and  definite 
anions,  and  competent  perfeftions ',  fo  in  prevaricating  the  natural]  law 
there  is  a  diiratisfa(Jtion,a  difeafe,  a  rcmovinfout  of  the  place,  an  unquiet-  AnnAl.6, 
nelfe  of  fpirit,even  when  there  is  no  monitor ,  or  obfetver.     "  Adeo  facm-        in  Gorgie. 
ra  atqneflagnk  fua  rpft  quoque  infupplicium  verterant.  Neque  fruflra  pr^jian.  Lncian.  in  Cd- 
tJjfimus\PUt9  ']fapienti£  firmare  folituseft  ^  ftredudamur  tyranmrum  mentes  tapl  »  '^  Khz- 
pife  afpici  Uniatuf  eti^us^HdndoHt  corpora  verkenbus^itaf^vitia^ibidine^  mdis  damanth^ 
confultjs  animus  dilaceretur ^  (aid  Tacitus  out  of  Plato,    whofe  words  are:  "cWow  *«»  t/c 

ci'tiTu-t'.']  It  is  naturally  certaine,  that  the  cruelty  of  Tyrants,  torments  ,^/oi,  xa^^w^s-ar 
themfelv€S,and  is  a  ho«ke  in  their  noftrils,  and  a  fcourge  to  their  fpirit,and  iu%i  a>a»5  s-r^- 
the  pungency  of  forbidden  luf^  is  trucly  a  thorne  ia  the  fie jb ,  full  ©f  anguifh  ^,^a  y?r  th  -{v* 
and  fccret  vexation.  -       >     -j^t'^n^^^^ 
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Claud: ifi.  h  ^id  demens  nwiifefia  negtu  .^  enfecIusJnuji-4 

Xugin.  Vcformnnl  vidcuJx^vhijfque  inolevii  imagii. 

(aid  CUudkn  of  Rujfinus.  And  i  c  is  certain  to  us  and  \-enfied  by  the  experi- 
ence and  obfci-vaVion  of  ail  wife  nacions,  though  not  narurally  dc- 
Bionf(rabIe,thar  thib  fecrec  i^uniflinient  is  fharpned  and  promoted  in  degrees 
by  tlie  hand  of  lieaven,the  finger  of  the  fame  hand  ,^  that  writ  the  law  ia  our 
vnderftandings. 
20.  But  the  prevaiications  of  the  naturalllaw  have  alfo  their  portion- of  a 

fpeciaJI  punifliment  beiides  thefcourge  of  an  unquiet  fpiric,  the  man  that 
difTiubes  his  Neighbours refr,meets  with  diftnrbanres  himfelfe,  and  fince  I 
have  naturally  no  more  power  over  my  neighbour  than  he  hath  over  me 
(unJes  he  defcended  naturally  from  n:c)  he  hath  an  equal!  priviledgeto  de- 
tend  himfelfe ,  mid  to  fecure  his  quiet  by  djfturbing  the  order  of  my  happy 
living,  as  I  doe  his.  And  thisequall  pcrmifTion  is  certainly  fogreataian- 
dion  and  fignature  of  the  law  of  jufticej  that  in  the  juft  proportion  of  my- 
receding  from  the  reafonable  profecution  of  my  end ,  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion and  degree  my  ov/n  infelicity  is  become  certaine ',  and  thisin  feverall 
degrees  up  tothelolTe  of  all,  that  is,  of  lifeicfelfe  •>  for  where  no  further- 
duration  or  diftering  flate  is  known ,  there  death  is  ordinarily  efteenied  the- 
greateft  infelicity  r  where  fomething  beyond  it  is  known,  there  alfo  it  is. 
known,  that  fuch  prevarication  make>  that  further  duration   to  be 
unhappy.  So  that  an  aftront  is  naturally  punifned  by  ait  afti-ont,the  lofleof 
^  tooth  with  the  lofl'e  of  a  tooth,of  an  eye  with  an  eye,  the  violent  taking  a- 
way  of  anothers  mans  goods  by  the  loofing  my  own.     For  I  am  lyable  to  as, 
great  an  evill  as  I  inferre,and  naturally  he  is  not  unjuft  that  infli<S5  it.  And: 
he  that  is  drunke  is  a  foole  or  a  madman  for  the  time,  and  thats  his  pmiifh- 
inent,and'declares  the  law  and  the  fm  :  and  fo  In  proportions  to  the  tranf- 
greOions  of  fobriety.  But  when  the  firft  of  the  narurall  lawes  is  violated^ 
tha.t.is,  Qodisdifobeyed  or  diflionoured ,,  or  when  the  greateft  of  natu- 
ral] evil  Is  is  done  to  our  Neighbour,then  death  became  the  penalty  ;  to  the 
firft^jn  the  firft  period  of  the  world :  to  the  fecond,  at  the  reftitution  of  the 
world,that  is, at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  period.  He  that  did  atteiiipt  to 
kill  from  the  beginingofages  might  have  been  refifted,  and  killed,  if  the 
aflaulted  could  not  elfe  be  fafe^but  he  that  ki  lied  aftually  as  Cain  did,  could, 
not  be  killed  hinifelf,till  the  law  was  made  in  AW;j  time*,becaufe  there  wia. 
rioperfonlivJng,that.had  equall  power  onhim,8chad  been  naturally  injured^., 
while  the  thing  was  doing  ,  the  af?ai!ant  and  the  availed  had  equall  power, 
butwhcn  it  was  done  and  oncwas  killed,  he  that  had  the  power  or  right  of 
killing  his  murderer,  is  now.  dead ,  and  his  power  is  extinguilhed  with  the 
nian^  But  after  the  flood  the  power  was  put  intothe  hand  of,  fome  truf^ed. 
perfon>who  was  to  take  the  forfeiture.     And  thus  I  conceive  rhefe  naturall 
reafons  in  order  to  their  proper  end  became  laws,  &  bound  faft  by  the  band, 
ofiannexed  and  confequent  penalties  •,  mstumprorfui  et  noxam  confcient'u  pro 
fjidere  baber^^ald  Tacitus.     And  that  fully,  e^plaines  my  fenfe. 

And  thus  death  was  brought  into  the  world,  not  by  ever}'  prevarication 
of  any  of  the  la  wes ,  byanyinftance  of  unreafonableneflfe  :  for  in  propor- 
tipn.to  the  evill  of  th:  aft  ion  would  be  the  evill  of  the  fufTering,  which 
in  all  cafes.wQuld  not  srriv-e  at  death'?  as  every  injury,  every  intern-- 
perance,  fliould  not  have  been  capitiUI.  But  fome  things  were  made 
evill  by  a  fuperinduccd.  prohibition,   as  eating  one  kindeof  frnlc  : 
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feme  tlilngswere  cviH  by  inGrdination  *,  the  firft  was aiorally  eviU,  thtrfe^ 
ccnd  was°cvill  naturally.  Now  the  tirft  fort  brought  m  death  by  a  prime 
(amnion  j  the  fccond  by  degrees  and  variety  of  accident.  P  or  every  difobe- 
dienceand  tranfgreffion  of  that  law,  which  GODniadeas  rhei?«ft^nce  of 
cur  doing  him  honour  and  ot»cdieiice,  is  an  integr^ll  violarion  of  all  the 
band  between^him  and  us ;  it  does  not  grow  in  degrees  according,  to  the 
inliance  and  fuhjtdt  matter  v  for  it  is  as  great  a  difobedience  to  eat  when 
he  harh  fbrbiden  us,as  to  ofier  to  climb  to  heaven  with  an  ambitious  towei . 
A  nd  therefore  it  is  but  reafonable  for  us  to  fear,  and  juft  in  him  to  make  u& 
at  once  fufter  death,  which  is  the  greatcft  cf  naturall  evills,  for  dif- 
oheying^  him.  To  which  deaib.  we  may  arrive  by  degrees  in  doing  ad^ions 
againft  the  reafonablenere  of  fobriety  and  juftice,bur  cannot  arrive  by  de- 
grees of  difobedience  to  God  or  irreligion,  becaufe  every  fiich  aft  defcrves- 
the^vo^ft  of  things  jbut  the  otiier  naturally  deferves  no  greater  evjl  then  the 
proportion  of  their  own  inordinarion,  till  God  by  a  fuperinduced  law  hath- 
made  them  alfo  to  become  afts  of  difobedience  as  w^Il  as  inordinarion, 
that  is,.moralJy  evil  1,  as  well  as  naturally  y-  For  hy  tlje  WCfaith  S.  Paul)fiff 
became  excecdingfinfull^  diar  is,  had  a  new  degree  of  obliquity  added  to  it.  ^^^'  7»  i'5« 
But  this  was.notat  firft.  For  therefore  (faiths.  Paul)  Before  or  \^umill  the  «•  ^  - 
Law  fin  was  in  the  rvorlcL,  but  fin  is  not  imputed  when  there  ism  Lavp^]  Mean-  ^^^* 

ing,  that  thofe  fins  which  were  forbidden  by  Mo[es  Law  were  aftually  in' 
the  manners  of  men  &  theaiftomes  of  the  vvorld,but  they  were  not  impu- 
ted, that  is,  to  fuch  perfonall  punilhrnents  and  confecjuent  evils,  which  af- 
terwards thofe  fins  did  introduce,  becaufe  thofe  fins  which  were  onely  evil 
by  inordination,  and  difcompofure  of  the  order  of  mans  end  of  living  hap- 
pily,were  made  unlawful  upon  no  other  ftock,but  that  Oed  would  have  n-aa. 
to  live  happjly,and  therfore  gave  him  reafon  to  effeft  that  end>and  if  a  man 
hecajue  unreafonable,and  did  rhings-conrrary  to  his  end,it  was  impofTible 
for  him  to  be  happy,  that  is,l'ie  Ihould  be  miserable  in  proportion^  But  iff* 
that  degree  and  manner  of  eviil  they  were  imputed,  and  that  was  fanftion- 
enough  to  raife  narnrall  reafon  up  to  the  conftitution  of  a  Lawi 

5.  The  Law-  of  nature  being  thus  decreed  and  made  obligatory;  wasc  x  22... 

fiifficientinftrumentof  njaking  man  happy,  that  is,  in  producing  the  end; 
of  his  Creation.  Butas  >lci4mhadevill  difcourfes  and  irregular  appetires 
before  he  fell,  for  they  made  him  fall,  and  as  the  Angels,  w^io  had  no  ov'u 
ginaIlfin,yettheychofetvillat  thefirft,  when  it  was  wholly  arbitrary  in 
them  to  do  fo  or  otherwife  *,  fo  did  man.  GOD  maxie-jnan  upright^  aitd  he& 
fQUli?i  out  many  inventions.  Some  men  were  ambitious,  and  by  inconrpereno 
meuiics  wo'.ild  make  their  brethren  to  be  their fervants.  Some  woe  to\'e- 
tous  and  woiild  ufurprhat,  which  by  an  earlier  diftinftion  had  pafied  into 
private  pofieffion,  and  tlxenthey  made  new  principles,  and  new  difcourfes, 
fucli  which  were  reafonable  in  order  to  their  private  ends,  but  not  to  the 
publike  benefit. 

And. when  once  they  broke  the orsder  of  creatioH,ic  is  eafe  to  imderfVand  22. 

by  what  necefiities  of  confequence  they;  run  into  many  finsand  irraticoiail  t/tm  n'ti^itit 
proceedings.  ^.Han  tells  of  aNacion,  who  had  a  law  binding  thenno  beat  ii^yo^,,,^  jyixH 
theirparcncs  to  death  with-clubsv  wiicn  they  lived  to  a  decrepit  and'un-  ponhnius 
protitable  age.  Ihty Per fi^n  Magi  njingled'  with-their  Mothers-  andall  thcin  * 

neercft  relatives :  •  And  by  alaw  of.  tl^.  Venetians  (hyts-Bodinm)  a  fon  in  Ve  rep,l\.c.J^ 
biiiifbiieut  was.  redceme<l  from  tliefenteiKe,  if-he?  kjlledJiis^  lianifhed 

t  3  Father. 


tHE    PREFACE. 

,  Father.  And  in  Homers  time  there  were  a  fort  of  Pirats,  who  profel!ed 
Ov*  'Ah^n  Im  robbing,  and  did  account  it  honourable.    But  the  great  pra^varications  of 
TBte^  Toi<  5m-  ^he  lawcs  of  nature  were  in  the  firft  Commandment  *,  when  the  tradition 
Xa/«<f  w  M»s-«p-  concerning  GOD  was  derived  by  a  long  line,  and  there  were  no  vifible  re- 
Mi ,  'awi*  b-     monftrances  of  an  extraordinary  power,  they  were  quickly  brought  to  b»- 
•Tef  ir ,  Schli-  lievc,  that  he,  whom  they  faw  not,  was  not  ac  all,  efpecially  being  promp- 
afi.  in  Horn,    ted  to  it  by  pride,  tyranny,  and  a  loofe  imperious  fpirit.  Others  fell  to  low 
Odyff.  t.  Vide  opinions  concerning  GOD,and  madefuchas  they  lift  of  their  own,and  they 
emm  A.  Oell.  were  like  to  be  ftrangc  GODS,  which  were  of  n\ans  making.   When  man 
/.  1 1 .  c.  1 8 .      either  malicioufly  or  carelefly  became  unreafonable  in  the  things  that  con- 
*0  aju  yjcn  V   cemed  GOD,  GOD  was  pleafed  to  give  him  over  to  a  reprobate  tmnd,  that  is, 
KSf^upH  oyiJ-    an  unreafonable  underftanding,and  falfe  principles  concerning  himfelf  and 
f«fl^  iftTipj-  his  Neighbour,  that  his  finnc  againft  thenaturall  law,  might  become  its 
ftfjiim^  Xj  can   ownc  punifhmcnt ,  by  difcompofuig  his  naturall  happineflfe.    Atheifme 
^nhMt  miu-      and  Idolatry  brought  in  all  unnaturall  lulVs,  and  many  unreafonable  inju- 
T/wjriTc  J9  i3-a»  ftices.  And  this  we  learne  from  S.  Pd«/,  they  did  not  like  to  retdine  GOD  in 
%tiu\vi  y^  »o(x»»  their  knowledge ,  GOD  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  minde^  to  doe  thofe  things 
mmffiiifM^A'-vphich  are  not  convenient,  that  is,  incongruities  towards  the  end  of  their 
fivu  T«c  <fw-  creation*,  ^ndfo  they  hcamc  full  of  unrighteonfneffe,luft^  covetoufneffe^ma- 
owMv  twm      "  lice^  envy^  ftrifej  and  murder^  difobedient  to  parents^  breakers  ofCovenant/y 
'M-mUanr,        ^^  unnaturall  in  their  afeHiont  and  in  their  paflfions  *,  and  all  this  was  the 
Juji.  Mart,      confequent  of  breaking  the  firft  naturall  Law.  They  changed  the  truth  ofOod 
Dial,  tryph.      into  a  lye.  For  this  caufe  God  gave  them  up  int§  vile  afeftions. 
Kom.  1.25,         Now  GOD  who  takes  more  care  for  the  good  of  man,  than  man  does  for 
j8^.  ^c,  his  owne,  did  not  onely  imprint  thefe  lawes  in  the  hearts  and  undcrftand- 

24.  ^"8^  of  man,  but  did  alfo  take  care  to  make  this  light  fhinecleare  enough 
to  walk  by ,  by  adopting  fome  inftances  of  the  naturall  Lawes  into  Re- 
ligion.  Thus  the  lawagainft  murder  became  apart  of  Religion  in  the  time 
S.Noah  'y  and  fome  other  things  were  then  added  concerning  worfhipping 
GOD,  againft  Idolatry,  and  againft  unnaturall  and  impure  mixtures.  Some 
times  GOD  fuperadded  judgements  as  to  the  23000.  Ajfyrians  for  fornica- 
tion. For  although  thefe  punifhments  were  not  threatned  to  the  crime  in 
tiiefandion  and  exprefTion  of  any  definite  law,  and  it  could  not  naturally 
arrive  to  it  by  its  inordination,  yet  it  was  as  agreeable  to  the  divine  juftice 
toinflid  it,  as  to  inflift  the  paines  of  hell  upon  evill  livers,  who  yet  had 
not  any  revelation  of  fuch  intolerable  danger,  for  it  was  fufincient  that  God 
had  made  fuch  crimes  to  be  againft  their  very  nature,  and  they,  who  will 
doe  violence  to  their  nature,  to  doe  themfelves  hurt,and  to  difpleafe  GOD, 
deferve  to  lofe  the  title  to  all  thofe  good  things,  which  GOD  was  pleafed 
to  defigne  for  mans  final!  condition.  And  bccaufe  it  grew  habitual  1,  cu- 
ftomary,  and  of  innocent  reputation,  it  pleafed  G  O  D  to  call  this  precept 
out  of  the  darknefle,  whether  their  evill  cuftomes  and  falfe  difcourfes  had 
put  it,  and  by  fuch  an  extraregular  but  very  fignall  punifhment  to  remind 
them,  that  the  natural!  permiffions  of  concubinate  were  onely  confined 
to  the  ends  of  mankinde  ,  and  were  hallowed  onely  by  the  Faith 
and  the  defigne  of  Marriage.  And  this  was  fignified  by  Saint  FauL, 
A«W.a«  12.  jn  thefe  words.  They  that  finne  without  the  Laro  ff)all  alfo  perijh  with. 
tut  the  Law'y  That  is,  by  fuch  judgements,  which  GOD  hath  i«- 
fli<?^ed  on  evil!  livers  in  feverall  periods  of  the  World,  irregularly  in- 
deed, not  fignified  inkinde,  but  yet  fcnc  into  the  world  with  defigncs 

of 
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ef  a  |rcat  mercy ,  that  the  ignorances  and  prevarications  and  partiall 
abolitions  of  the  naturall  Law  might  bee  cured  and  rcftored  ,  and 
by  the  difpcrfion  of  prejudices ,  the  ftate  of  naturall  rcafon  bee  redinte- 
grate. 

VVhatfoever  was  beiidcs  this,  was  accidentaJl  and  emergent,  fuch  as  were  ^^* 

the  dircourfes  of  wife  men  ,  which  GODraifed  up  in  feverall  countryes  and 
and  ages,  as  Job^  and  Eliphd^^  and  Bildad^  and  thofe  of  the  families  of  the 
Patriarkes  difpcrfed  into  fcverall  countryes  •-,  and  conftant  tradition  in  fomc 
noble  and  more  eminent  defcents  j  and  yet  all  this  was  fo  little  and  imper- 
fe<^,  not  in  it  felfe,  but  in  refpeft  of  the  thicke  cloud  man  had  drawn  before 
his  underftanding ,  that  darkneffe  covered  the  faceof  the  earth  in  a  great 
proportion.  AlmoO  all  the  world  were  Idolaters,  and  when  they  had  bro- 
ken the  firft  of  the  naturall  lawes,  the  breach  of  the  other  was  not  onely  na- 
turally confequcnt^  hut  alfoby  divine  judgement  it  defcended  infallibly. 
And  yet  G  O  D  pitying  mankindedid  not  onely  ftill  continue  the  former 
remedies,  and  added  Weflings,  gmng  them  fruit  full  feafons  ^  andfillmg  their 
hearts  with  food  and  gladneffe^  (o  leaving  the  nations  without  excufcbut  alfa 
made  a  very  noble  change  in  the  world ',  for  having  chofen  an  excellent  fa- 
mily, the  Fathers  of  which  lived  cxa^ly  according  to  the  naturall  law,  and 
wim  oblirFvation  of  thofe  few  fuperadded  precepts,  in  which  GOD  did  fpe- 
cificate  their  prime  duty,  having  fwelled  that  famijy  to  a  great  nation,  and 
given  them  polTcffion  of  an  excellent  land,  which  GOD  took  from  feven  na- 
tions, becaufe  they  were  egregious  violators  of  the  naturall  law,  was  pleafed 
to  make  a  very  great  reftitution  and  declaration  of  the  naturaH  law  in  many 
inftances  of  religion  and  juftice ,  which  he  framed  into  pofitive  precepts, 
and  adopted  them  into  thefemily  of  the  firft  originall  inftances,  making 
them  as  necefiary  in  the  particulars, as  they  were  in  the  primary  obligation^ 
but  the  inftances  were  fuch  ,  whereof  fome  did  relate  onely  to  the  prcfenc 
conOitution  of  the  common-wealth ;  others  to  fuch  univerfall  contrails, 
which  obliged  all  the  world  by  reafon  of  the  equal  neceflity  of  all  mankindc 
to  admit  them.  And  thefe  himfelfe  writ  on  tables  of  ftone,  and  drefled  up 
their  nation  into  a  body  politieke  by  an  excellent  fy ft eme  of  politike  laws, 
and  adorned  it  with  a  rare  religion,  and  left  this  nation  as  a  piece  of  leaven 
in  a  maffe  of  dow,  not  onely  to  doe  honourto  God,  and  happinefie  to  them- 
felves,  by  thofe  inftrumeRts,  which  he  had  now  very  much  explicated ,  but 
alfototranfinitthefamercaronablc  propofitions  into  other  nations  *,' and 
he  dierefore  multiplied  them  to  a  great  nccefFity  of  a  difperdon  ,  and  they 
ferved  the  ends  of  God  and  of  the  naturall  law  by  their  ambulatory  life,and 
their  numerous  dilfemi nations.  And  this  was  it,  which  S.  Paul  aftirmes\  the  ^a^»  3«  ^9' 
law  was  added  becanfe  of  tranfgrefion,  meaning  ^  that  becaufe  men  did  tranf- 
grelfe  the  natural),God  brought  Mofes  law  into  the  world  to  be  as  a  ftrand  to 
the  inandation  of  impiety.  And  thus  the  world  ftood,  till  the  fulnelTe  of 
time  was  come  j  for  fo  we  are  taught  by  the  Apoftle.  [the  law  was  added  be- 
caafc  oftranfgrefjion,']  but  the  date  of  this  was  to  expire  aca  certaine  period^ 
itwasaddedto  ferve  bat  [till  the  feed  Jhould  come  to  wijom  tbe  pmnife  was 
vtade^]  •'        1 

For  becaufe  Mofes  Law  was  but  an  imperfeft  explication  of  the  nam'-  ^^' 

rail ,  there  feeing  divers  parts  of  the  three  lawcs  cf  nature  not  at  all  expli- 
cated by  that  Covenant,  not  the  religion  of  prayers,  not  the  rea- 
fonablencfle  of  temperance  and  fobriety  ia  opinion  and  diet,  and  in  the 

more . 
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more  noble  mftances  ofhumanky  and  doing  ber.e1it,it  wasfo  fhort,  thatas 
S.  Ptiul  fayes,  The  Law  could  not  make  the  commers  therewuo  perfek  ;  and 
which  was  aioift  of  all  confiderable,it  was  corvtined  to  a  Nation,  and  the  o- 
ther  parts  of  mankinde  had  made  fo  liccle  ufe  of  the  records  of  that  Nation, 
that  all  the  world  was  placed  in  darknelfe^  and  fate  in  the  jhadoYv  of  death  y 
Therdfore  it  was,  that  in  great  mercy  GOD  fent  his  Son,  a  light  to  lighten 
the  Oentiles^andthe  glory  o  f  the  feo^k  Ifrael  to  inftruft  thofe,and  confummatc 
there,that  the  imperfcdion  of  the  one,  and  the  mcer  darkneffe  of  the  othtr 
iiii|ht  be  illuftrated  by  the  Son  of  righteoufnelTe.  And  this  was  by  refto- 
dng  the  light  of  nature  (which  they  by  evillcuftomes  and  falfe  principles 
and  evill  lawes  had  obfcurcd)  by  reftoring  man  to  the  liberty  of  his  fpirit, 
Jby  freeing  hiro  from  the  flarery  of  fin,  under  which  they  were  fo  loft  and 
oppreflfed,  that  all  their  difcourfes  and  conclufions,  fome  of  their  morall 
Philofophy,andan  their  habituall  practices  were  but  fervants  of  fm,  and 
made  to  cooperate  to  that  end,  not  which  GOD  intended  as  perfeftive  of 
humane  nature,  butwhich  the  Devil  and  vitious  perfoas  fuperinduced  to 
(ervc  little  ends  and  irregular,  and  to  deftroy  the  greater. 
2^^  For  certain  it  is,  Chriftianity  is  nothing  elfe,  but  the  moft  perfe^  defign 

Clem,  Akx,     ^^  ^^^*"  ^^^  *°  mzkt  a  man  l>e  happy  in  his  wliole  capacity ;  and  as  the 
Stromal X.2,  ^^^^  was  to  the  Jcwes,  fowas  Philofophy  to  the  Gentiles,  a  Schoolemaftcr 
*  '  '  *  to  bring  them  to  CHRIST,  to  teach  them  the  rudiments  of  happinefle,  and 
thcfirftand  loweft  things  ol  reafon,  that  when  CHRIST  was  come,aIl  man- 
kind was  might  become  perfe<!^,  thatis,be  made  regular  in  their  appetites, 
wife  in  their  underftandings,afrifted  in  their  dutics,dire^ed  to&inftru^ed 
in  their  gieat  ends  *,  and  this  is  that  which  the  Apoftle  calls  \ being  perfeH 
mn  in  CHRIST  JESVS^  perfeft  in  all  the  intendments  of  nature,  aud  in 
all  the  detlgnes  of  G  O  D.    And  this  was  brought  to  palTe  by  difcovering, 
and  reftoring,andimprouing  the  Law  of  nature,  and  by  turning  it  all  into 
Religion. 
.28.  For  the  natural  law  being  a  fufflcient  an  d  a  proportionate  inftrumenc  and 

meanes  to  bring  a  man  to  the  end  defigned  in  his  creation,  and  this  law  be- 
ing eternall  and  unalterable  (for  it  ought  to  be  aslaftingandasunchang- 
able  as  the  nature  it  felfe,  fo  long  as  it  was  capable  of  a  law)  it  was  not 
imaginable,  that  the  body  of  any  law  fhould  make  anew  morality,  new 
rules,  and  generall  proportions,  either  of  juftice  or  religion  or  temperance, 
or  felicity  ',  the  eflentiall  parts  of  all  thefe  confifting  in  naturall  propqrtionr^ 
and  meanes  towards  the  confummation  of  mans  laft  end,  which  was  firft  in- 
tended, and  is  alwaycs  the  fame.  It  is  as  if  there  were  a  new  truth  in  an  cU 
fenriall  and  a  nece&ry  propofition.  For  although  the  inftances  may  vary, 
2  9.         there  can  be  no  new  juftice,  no  new  temperance,  no  new  relations ,  proper 
•Otfx  «r  .'2/S^i- and  naturall  relations  and  intercourfes  between  GOD  and  us,  but  what  al- 
ii<  V^'M  /iye^y.-  wayes  were  in  praifes  and  prayers,  in  adoration  and  honour,  and  in  the  fym- 
AMi©- ,  tKTi  c:,  bolicall  ei^preflions  of  GODS  glory  and  our  needs. 
ivXtis ,    rtM'         Hence  it  comes  that,  that  which  is  the  moft  obvious  and  notorious  appel- 
if^^ux'^t  m  t  -  lative  of  the  law  of  nature  ( that  it  is  a  law  written  in  onr  hearts )  was  alfo 
tu/pJ  xoyo(  «ei  recounted  as  one  of  the  glories  and  excellencies  of  Chriftianity.    Plutarch 
mmsuSf    K,      faying,  that  Kings  ought  to  be  governed  by  lawes ,  explaines  himfelfe  that  this 
fjjtH-TnP*  'Th  4f-  law  njuft  be  a  word,  notyfritten  in  bookjand  tables,  but  dwelling  in  the  minde,  4 
X^' «»»  t/jjiusr  living  rule,  the  interiour  guide  of  their  manners  and  Monitors  of  their  life.    And 
M^*iAfiUAt,       this  w«is  the  fanic  which  Sain;  ?ml  cxprefe  to  be  the  guide  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, 
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tiles,  that  is,  of  all  men  namrally.  The  Gentiles^  vchkh  have  ml  the  kw  Rom.2.14, 
die  by  nature  the  things  containej  in  the  Uw^  which jhewes  theworkeof 
the  law  v^ritten  in  their  hearts.  And  that  we  may  fte,  it  was  die  law  of 
nature,  that  rerumcd  in  the  ran(ftions  of  Chriftianicy  ;  G  O  D  declares 
that  in  the  conftitution  of  this  law  he  would  take  no  other  courfe  than  at 
firft,  that  is,  he  would  write  them  in  the  hearts  of  men  :  indeed  with  a 
newftyle,with  a  quill  taken  from  the  wings  of  the  holy  Dove  j  the  fpiric 
ofGODwas  to  be  the  greater  engraver,  and  the  fcribe  of  the  new  Co- 
venant ,  but  the  hearts  of  men  fhould  be  the  rabies.  l'9r  this  is  the  Cove- 
nant  thxt  Irvillmake  with  them  after  thofe  dayes  faith  the  L  0  RD^  I  will  put 
my  lawes  into  their  hearts ,  and  into  their  minds  will  I  write  them^  and  their  fins  ^^'^' '  o»  I  ^''7 
and  their  iniquities  will  I  remember  no  more.  That  is  I  will  provide  a  meanes 
to  expiatcall  the  iniquities  of  man  and  reftere  him  to  thecondirion  of  his 
firft  creation,  putting  him. into  the  fame  order  towards  felicity,  which 
I  firft  defigned  to  him,  and*  that  alfo  by  the  fame  inftruments.  Now 
I  confider,  that  the  fpirit  of  G  O  D  tooke  very  great  care ,  that  all  the  re- 
cords of  the  law  of  JESUS  ftiould  be  carefully  kept  and  tranfmitted  to  po- 
ftcrity  in  bookes  and  Sermons,which  being  an  aft  of  providence  and  mer- 
cy, wasaprovifion,  leaft  they  fliould  be  loft  or  miftaken  as  they  were 
formerly  ,  when  GOD  writ  fome  of  them  in  tables  of  ftone  for  the  ufe  oi 
the  fons  of  Ifrael ,  and  all  of  them  in  the  firft  tables  of  nature  with  the  fin- 
ger of  creation,as  now  he  did  in  the  new  creature  by  the  finger  of  the  fpirir. 
But  then  writing  them  in  the  tables  of  our  minds  befides  the  other,  can 
meane nothing ,  but  placing  them  there,  where  they  were  before ,  and 
from  whence  we  blotted  them  by  the  mixtures  of  impure  principles 
and  difcourfes.  But  I  defbend  to  particular  and  more  minute  confidera- 
tions. 

The  lawes  of  Nature  either  are  bands  of  religion,  Juftice,  orfobric-  3*- 

ty.  Now  I  confider  concerning  religion ,  that  when  ever  GOD  hath  made 
any  particular  precepts  to  a  family,as  to  Abrahams^  or  to  afingleperfon 
as  to  the  Man  of  Judah  prophefying  againft  the  altar  of  Bethel,  or  to  a  Na- 
tion as  to  the  Jewes  at  Sinai,or  to  all  mankind ,  as  to  the  world  defcending 
from  Noah ,  it  was  nothing  elfe  but  atriall  or  an  inftance  of  our  obedience,a 
particular  profccution  of  the  Law  of  nature  whereby  we  are  obliged  to  doe 
honour  to  G  O  D ,  which  was  to  be  done  by  fuch  expreffions ,  which  are 
naturall  enrercourfes  between  G  O  D  and  us ,  or  fuch  as  he  hath  made  to  be 
fo.  Now  in  Chriftianity  we  are  wholly  left  to  that  manner  of  profecut- 
ing  this  firft  naturall  law ,  which  is  naturall  and  proportionable  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing ,  which  the  holy  JESUS  czWsworfinppng  GOD  injpiritand 
truthy  //lyjjzrit]  that  is  with  our  felves,  heartily  and  devoutly ,  fo  as  to  ex- 
clude hypocrify  and  indiflerency.  And  in  truth^  that  is,  without  a  lye, 
without  vaine  imaginations  and phantafticke  refemblancesof  him,  which 
were  introduced  by  the  evill  ciiftomes  of  the  Gentiles ',  and  without  fuch 
falfe  guifes  and  abfurd  undecencies,  which  as  they  are  contrary  to  mans  reaf- 
on ,  fo  are  they  contray  to  the  glory  and  reputation  of  G  O  D,  fuch  as  was  p  ,  ,r^'  j 
thatuniuerfall  cuftome  of  all  nations  of  facrificing  in  mans  blood,  and  of-  -  ^O'"-^^-  ^^ 
fering  feftivall  lufts  and  impurities  in  the  folemnities  of  their  religion  ',  for  ^"'^^"^  •'-5'f.»» 
thcfe  being  againft  the  purpofe  and  defigneof  GOD,  and  againft  right 
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redfon  are  a  Iye,ancl  enemies  to  the  truth  of  a  naturall  and  proper  religion. 
The  holy  jESUS  onely  commanded  us  to  pray  often,  and  to  praife  GOD, 
to  fpeake  honour  of  his  name ,  not  to  ufe  it  lightly  and  vainly ,  to  believe 
him  ,  to  revere  the  inftruments  and  minifiers  of  religion,  to  aske  for 
what  wee  need,  to  put  our  truft  in  GOD ,  to  worfliip  him  ,  to  obey  him, 
and  to  love  him  •,  for  all  thefe  are  but  the  expreffions  of  love.  And  this 
is  all  C  H  R  I  S  T  fpake  concerning  the  firft  naturall  law ,  the  law  of  re- 
ligion. For  concerning  the  cereiiionyes  or  Sacraments,  which  he  in- 
ftituted,  they  are  but  few,  and  they  become  matter  of  duty  but  by 
accident  as  being  inftruments  and  rites  of  configning  thoCe  ett'efts  and 
mercies,  which  GOD  fent  to  the  world  by  the  meai^s  of  this  law, 
and  relate  rather  to  the  contiad  and  flipulation  ,  which  CHRIST 
made  for  us,thcn  to  the  natui'all  order  between  duty  and  felicity. 
JI.  Now  all  thefe  are  nothing  but  what  we  are  taught  by  naturall  reafon, 

that  is,  what  GOD  'enabled  us  to  underftand  to  befit  inftrumentsof 
entercourfc  between  GOD  and  us ,    and  what  was  pradifed  and  taught 
by  fobre  men  in  all  ages  and  all  nations ,  whofe  records  we  have  re- 
ceived (as  I  fliall  remarke  at  the  Margent  of  the  feverall  precepts)  For 
to  make  thefe  appeare  certainly  and  naturally  necelfary  there  was  no  more 
requillte ,  but  that  man  fliould  know  there  was  a  G  O  D ,  that  is ,  an 
\        eternall  being ,  which  gave  him  all  that  he  had  or  was ,  and  to  know  what 
himfelfe  was,     that  is,  indigent  and  necetlicous  of  himfclfe,  needing 
helpc  of  all  the  Creatures ,  expofed  to  accidents  and  calamity,  and  defen- 
fible  HO  wayes  but  by  the  fame  hand  that  made  him ,  Creation  and  con^ 
fervation  in  the  philofophy  of  all  the  world  being  but  the  fame  ad  con- 
tinuing and  flowing  on  from  an  infl:ant  to  duration,  as  a  line  from  its  Ma- 
thematicall  point.     And  for  this,  GOD  tooke  futficient  careJor  he  con* 
verfed  with  man  in  the  very  fiift ,  In  fuch  cleare  and  certaine  and  percep- 
tible tranfadion,  thatamancould  as  certainly  know,  that  GOD  was, 
as  that  Man  v?^s.     And  in  all  ages  of  the  world  he  hath  not  left  himfelfe 
without  witnefle  ,  but  gave  fuch  teftmionies  of  himfelfe,  that  were /«/- 
Maxkn.     Tyr.fi^^^^^->  ^^^  ^^-^Y  didallually  perfuade  all  nations  barbarous  and  civill  into 
Vyferu  -nZ'^a.  [  ^he  beliefe  of  a  GOD.     And  it  is  but  a  nicety  to  confider ,  whether  or 
*E?v^iw\f>«   x^i  no  that  proportion  can  be  naturally  demonftrated.     For  it  was  fufficienc 
j^  V   1^^,'^  to  all  G  O  D  S  pnrpofes  and  to  all  Mans ,  that  the  propofition  was  ad"ually 
xttA  «W  'tjk  tieleived;  the  inftances  were  therefore  fuiikient  to  make  faith  bee aufe 
xl'  I  ^xTtIh  '  ^^^^  ^'^  '^*     ^"^  ^  "'^"  "'^y  remove  himfelfe  fo  farre  from  all  the  degrees 
!!  of  aptnefie  to  believe  a  propofition ,  that  nothing  fliall  make  them  toyne. 
^  »         t'or  it  tnere  were  a  fea  of  witty  men,  that  durlt   not  believe  their 

«i^PS^.  fenfes,  becaufe  they  thought  them  fallible?   it  is  no  wonder  if  fome 

men  fhould  thinke  every  reafon  reproveable.  But  in fueh  cafes  vDe- 
monftration,  is  a  relative  terme  and  fignifies  every  probation  greater  or 
lelfer  which  does  adually  make  faith  in  any  propofition  *,  and  in  this, 
GO  D  hath  never  been  deficient,  but  hath  to  all  men,  that  believe  him, 
given  fufficient  to  confirme  them,  to  thofe  few  that  believed  not,  fufticient 
to  reprove  them. 
.     5^.  Now  in  all  thefe  aftions  of  religion,  which  are  naturally  confequent 

to  this  beliefe,   there  is  no  fcruple,  but  in  the  inftance,  of  faith  which 
is  prefentcd  to  be  an  infufed  grace,  an  immiilion  from  GOD  and  that  for 

its 
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Ir$  ol-,jc<ft  it  hath  fupernaturall ,  that  is,  principles  naturally  incredible  i 
and  tiwrefore  Faith  is  ruppofcd  a  j^race  above  the  grearcft  ftrength  of 
rcafon.  But  in  this  I  confidcr,  that  if  we  lool<e  into  all  the  Sex  mom  apud  LaUant. 
of  C  H  R  1  S  T,  we  fliall  norcafily  lind  any  dfAine,  that  in  any  fcn'e/.  7.  <:.  2^. 
troubles  natural!  philofophy ,  but  one!)'  that  of  the  refurredion  (  for 
I  doe  not  thinke  thofe  niylticall  ejcpremons  of  plaine  truths,  fiich  as 
ai'C  [^bttng  borne  agme ,  ent'tng  the  jlejh  of  the  Son  of  man  ,  being  in  the 
Father^  and  the  Father  in  him]  to  be  exceptions  in  this  affertion) 
and  although  fome  Gentiles  did  believe  and  deliver  that  article ,  and 
particularly  Chryfippus^  and  the  Thracians  (as  Mela  and  Solinus  re- 
port of  them)  yet  they  could  not  naturally  difcourfe  themfelves  into  /.  2.df  Tkra- 
it,  but  had  it  from  the  imperfeft  report,  and  opinion  of  fome  Jewes  db,c.  xo. 
that  dwelt  among  them  j  And  it  was  certainely  a  revelation  or  a 
propofition  fent  into  the  world  by  GOD.  But  then  the  believing  ir, 
is  fo  farre  from  being  above  or  againft  nature,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  world  more  reafonable  than  to  believe  any  thing  which  GOD 
t€lJs  us,  or  which  is  told  us  by  a  man  fent  from  GOD  with  mighty 
deaionftration  of  his  power  and  veracity.  Naturally  our  bodies  cas- 
not  rife ,  that  is,  there  is  no  naturall  agent  or  naturall  caufe  fufikient 
to  produce  that  effe(^.  But  this  is  an  efted  of  a  divine  power,  and  he  ' 
hath  but  a  little  ftocke  of  naturall  reafon,  who  cannot  conclude  that 
the  fame  power,  which  made  us  out  of  nothing ,  can  alfo  reft  ore  us  to  the 
fame  condition ,  as  well  and  eafily  from  duft  and  afhes  certainly*  as 
from  meere  nothing.  And  in  this  and  in  all  the  like  cafes ,  Faitk  is 
a  fubmiflion  of  the  underftanding  to  the  word  of  GOD,  and  is  no- 
thing elfe  but  a  confeflfmg  that  GOD  is  truth,  and  that  he  is  om- 
nipotent, that  is,  he  can  doe  what  he  will,  and  he  will  when  he  hath 
once  faid  it-  And  we  are  now  as  ignorant  of  the  eflence  and  nature 
of  formes ,  and  of  thac  which  fubftantially  diftinguifhes  Man  from  Man,or 
an  Angel  from  an  Angel  as  we  were  of  thegreateft  article  of  our  religion 
before  it  was  revealed,and  we  fhall  remaine  ignorant  for  ever  of  many  na- 
turall things,  unlefle  they  be  revealed',  and  unleffe  we  knew  all  the 
fecrets  of  Philofophy,  the  myfteries  of  nature ,  and  the  rules  and  pro- 
pofitions  of  all  things  and  creatures,  we  are  fooles,  if  we  fay,  that 
what  we  call  an  article  of  faith,  I  meane  trucly  fuch,  is  againft  na- 
turall reafon.  It  may  be  indeed  as  much  againft  our  naturall  reafon- 
ings,  as  thofe  rcafonings  are  againft  truth.  But  if  we  remember  how 
great  an  ignorance  dwells  upon  us  all,  it  will  be  found  the  moft rea- 
fonable thing  in  the  world  onely  to  enquire,  whither  GOD  hath 
revealed  any  fuch  propofition,  and  then  not  to  fay  it  is  againft  natu- 
rall reafon,  and  therefore  an  article  of  faith,  but  I  ant  told  a  truth, 
which  I  knew  not  till  now,and  fo  my  reafon  is  become  inftru<^ed  into  a  new 
proportion.  And  although  CHRIST  hath  given  us  no  new  morall  precepts, 
but  fuch  which  were  effentially  and  naturally  reafonable  in  order  to  the 
end  of  mans  creation,yet  we  may  eafily  fuppofe  him  to  teach  us  many  a  new 
truth ,  which  we  knew  not ,  and  to  explicate  to  us  many  particulars  of 
that  eftate,  which  GOD  defigncd  for  man  in  his  firft  produiftion,  but: 
yet  did  not  then  declare  to  him',  and  to  furnifli  him  with  new  reve- 
lations, andtofignifiethegreatnelfeof  thedefigned  end,  to  become  fo 
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many  arguments  of  indeercments  to  fecurc  his  duty,  that  is,  indeed 
to  fecure  his  happinelTe  by   the  infallible  ufing  the  inftruments  of  at- 
taining it. 
33.  This  is  all"!  am  to  fay  concerning  the  precept  of  religion  jESUS 

taught  usj  he  tooke  of  thofe  many  fuperinduced  rjres,  which  GOD 
injoyned  to  the  Jewcs,  and  reduced  us  to  the  naturall  religion,  that  is, 
tofuch  eyprefiions  of  duty,  which  all  wife  men  and  nations  ufed,  fave 
^  -  onely  that  he  tooke  away  the  rite  of  facrificingj  hecaufe  that  was  either 

r  rln^'l  ^^^'^"ght  into  religion  by  convenience,  or  by  tradition  ,  and  it  was  now 
refp.aaOrtho-  determined  in  the  great  facrifice,  which  futiiciently  and  eternally  reconci- 
px.ad  qu.B^.  ]^j  2IJ  ^^^  ^y^j-jj  J.Q  GOD.  Ail  the  other  things ,  as  prayers  and  adora* 
J!  .  ^^'^'  tion,  andEucharift,  and  Faith  in  GOD,  are  of  a  naturall  order  and  an 
Maraon.  2.  2.  unalterable  expreffion  ',  And  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  there  is  no  other 
f^"'  t"^'  wayof  addrefietoGOD  thenthefc,  no  otherexprefTionof /;7J-^/(?r7>/  and 
reh.Nevochim.  our  needs ',  both  which  muft  for  ever  belignified. 

.  3.  c.  32.  2.  Concerning  thefecond  naturall  precept,  Chriftian  religion  hath  alfo 

34*         added  nothing  beyond  the  firft  obligation ,  but  e"Kplained  it  ali.     "^  Whatfo- 
ever  ye  would  men  jhould  doe  io  yeu^  doe  yefote  them^  that  is  the  eternall 
j^  .  rule  of  jufiice?  and  that  bindes  contrad's,    keepes  promifes,  affirmes 

Hjocjentenua  truth  ^  makes  fubjej^s  obedient,  and  Princes  juft ',  It  gives  fecuricy  to 
JtepiffjmeaSe-  Marts  and  banks',  and  introduces  an  equality  of  condition  upon  all  the 
•I'ero  Imperato-  world  ,  fave  only ,  when  an  inequality  is  necelTary,  that  is,  in  the  relations 
re  proktu,  of  government ,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  common  rights  of  equallti- 
o  (Moiit  fxn^i'  ties  and  polfeffions ,  that  there  be  fome  common  terme  indued  with  power, 
u  Tnistts,  Tob.  who  is  to  be  the  Father  of  all  men  by  an  equall  provifion ,  that  every  mans 
4.  1 5.  rights  be  fecured  by  that  feare,  which  naturally  we  fliall  beare  to  him. 

Dixit  Mimus.  who  can  and  will  punifh  all  unreafonable  and  unjuft  violations  of  property. 
i^Abalioexpe-  And  concerning  this  alfo  the  holy  JESUS  hath  added  an  exprefle  pre- 
^es  Hlteri  quod  ccpt ,  of  paying  tribute,  and  all  C<£/arj  dues  to  C^^^r  ;  in  all  other  parti - 
jeceris-.  culars  it  is  neceflary,   that  the  inftances  and  minutes  of  juftke  beap^ 

Singulorumin-  pointed  by  the  Lawes  and  cuftomes  of  the  feverall  Kingdomcs  and  rc- 
tereft^fi  mi-    publikes.     And  therefore  it  was  that  Chriftianity  fo  well  combinde  wirli 
"^i^fi  reiantur*  the  Governn>ent  of  Heathen  Princes,  becaufe  whatfoevcr  was  naturally 
jufi-,  or  declared  fo  by  the  Political  power,  their  religion  bound  them  to 
obferve,  making  obedience  to  be  a  double  duty,  a  duty  both^pf  juftice 
and  religion:   And  the  focieties  of  Chriftians  growing  up  from  Conventi- 
cles to  AlTemblies ,  from  Aflemblies  to  Societies  introduced  no  change  in 
the  Government,  but  by  little  and  little  turned  the  Common-wealth  into 
a  Church,  till  the  world  being  Chriltian,  and  juftice  alfo  being  re- 
ligion, obedience  to  Princes,  obfervation  of  Lawcs ,  honefty  in  contrad-s, 
and  faithfulnefie  in  promifes,  and  gratitude  to  benefa<ftors,  and  fimplici- 
ty  in  difcourfe,  and  ingenuity  in  all  pretences  and  tranfa(!^ions  became  the 
Charad^erifmes  of  Chriftian  Men,  and  the  Word  of  a  Chriftian,  the  great- 
eft  folemnity  of  ftipulationinthe  world. 
55,  But  concerning  the  generall ,    I   confider ,  that  in  two   very  great 

inftances  it  was  remonftrated,  that  Chriftianity  was  the  greateft  pro- 
fecution  of  naturall  juftice  and  equality  in  the  whole  wcrld.  The 
©fie  was  in  an  eledion  of  an  Apoftle  into  the  place  of  Judas,  when 

there 
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there  were  two  cqaall  candidates  of  the  fame  pretenfion  and  capacity^ 
the  Queftion  w;?s  dettrmii  eJ  by  lots,  which  naturally  was  the  arbi- 
tration in  QucHions,  whofe  parts  were  wholly  indifferent  j  and  as  ic 
wj:s  ufed  in  all  times,  fo  it  is  to  this  day  ufed  with  us  in  many  places 
where  Itaft  there  be  a  difagreement  concerning  the  manner  of  tithing 
fome  creatures ,  and  to  preveflc  untquall  arts  and  unjuft  pradifes,  they 
are  tithed  by  lot,  and  their  fcrturtous  pafTmg  through  the  doore  of 
their  fold.  The  other  is  in  the  Coenobiticke  life  of  the  firft  Chrifti- 
ans  and  ApoHles,  they  had  all  things  in  common,  which  was  that 
fiare  of  nature,  in  which  men  lived  charitably  and  without  injuftice, 
before  the  diftinftion  of  dominions  and  private  rights.  But  from  this 
n  anner  of  life  they  were  foone  driven  by  the  publike  necefiity  and 
conftitutionof  affaires. 

9.  Whatfoevcr  elfe  is  in' the  Chriftian  Law,  coneernes  the  naturall  5^. 

precept  of  fobriety  ,  in  which  there  is  fome  variety  and  fomediftlculty. 
In  the  matter  of  carnality  the  holy  JESUS  did  cleercly  reduce  us 
to  the  M  inftitution  of  marriage  in  Paradife,  allowing  no  other  mix- 
ture but  what  was  firft  intended  in  the  creation,  and  firft  facramenr- 
all  union  j  and  in  the  inftance  he  fo  permitted  us  to  the  naturall  law^ 
that  he  was  pleafed  to  mention  no  inftance  of  forbidden  luft ,  but  in 
generall  and  comprehenfive  termes  o{  adultery  2nd  fir nkdtm'y  in  the 
other,  which  are  ftill  more  unnaturall,  as  their  names  are  concealed 
and  hidden  in  fliame  and  fecrecy,  we  are  to  have  no  inftrud^er  but 
the  modeOy  and  order  of  nature. 

As  an  i-nftance  of  this  Law  of  fobriety ,  CHRIST  fuperadded  the  27.^ 

whole  do^rine  of  hwmUhy  ^  which  Mofes  did  not,  and  which  feemed 
almoft  to  be  extinguiftied  in  the  world  *,  and  it  is  called  by  Saint 
Fdw/,  fapere  ad  fobrjetatetn^  the  reafonabelenefle  or  rvifdome  of  fobriety. 
And  it  is  all  the  reafon  of  the  world,  that  a  man  fhould  thinke  of 
himfelfe  but  juft  as  he  is.  He  is  deceived  that  thinkes  otherwife,  and 
is  a  foole  j  And  when  we  confider  that  pride  makes  warres,  and  caufes 
affrorts,  and  no  man  loves  a  proud  man,  and  he  loves  no  man  but 
himfelfe  ,  we  ftiall  underftand  that  the  precept  of  buntility  is  an  ex- 
cellent art,  and  a  happy  inftrument  towards  humane  felicity.  And  it 
is  no  way,  contradi<fled  by  a  naturall  defire  of  honour  •,  it  onely  ap- 
points jufl:  and  reafonable  wayes  of  obtaining  it.  Wee  are  not  for- 
bidden to  receive  honour*,  but  to  feeke  it  for  defignes  of  pride  and 
complacency  ,  or  to  make  it  reft  in  our  hearts.  But  when  the  hand 
of  vertue  receives  the  honour ,  and  tranfmitts  it  to  G  O  D  from  our 
own  head,  the  defires  of  nature  are  fuffkiently  fatisfied,  and  nothing 
of  religion  contradided.  And  it  is  certain  by  all  the  experience  of 
the  world ,  that  in  every  ftate  and  order  of  men ,  he  that  is  moft 
humble  in  proportion  to  that  ftate,  is  (if  all  things  elfe  be  fymbo* 
licall)  the  moft  honoured  perfon.  For  it  is  very  obferveable,  that 
when  GOD  defigned  man  to  a  good  and  happy  life,  as  the  naturall 
end  of  his  creation,  to  verifie  this,  GOD  was  pleafed  to  g'^ve  him 
obje<Ss  fuffident  and  apt  to  fatisfie  every  appetite  •,  1  fay  to  fatisfie  it 
naturally,  not  to  fatisfie  thofe  extravagancies,  which  might  be  accident* 

d  5  ail  . 
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all  and  procured  by  the  irregularity  either  of  will  or  underftandin|v 
VtM  fitim  je-  not  to  aiifwer  him  in  all  that  his  defires  could  extend  to,  but  to  ^- 
dint^miti ve-  ^j^fj^  ^^^  mcelfity  of  every  appetite  j  all  the  delires  that  0  OD  mide^ 
^^ J^'n^cre-  ^Q^  ^\i  chat  m^^n  fiould  maks-  For  we  fee  even  in  thofe  appetites, 
andisfervut^  which  are  common  to  me^i  and  beafts,  all  the  needs  of  nature,  and 
^(J/ n«^/  tran^  ^11  the  ends  of  creation  are  fervcd  by  the  taking  fuch  proportions 
fijJJjje  nocit  of  theJi-  objefts ,  which  are  ordinate  to  their  end  ,  and  which  in  maa 
j\^^^'    ,  we  call  temperance,  (not  as  much  as  they  naturally  can,)  fuch  as  are  mix- 

o  ^5rT«ut^-  ^.yrgs  of  fexes  meerly  for  produftion  of  their  kinde',  eating  and  drink- 
mx'c  J'tviccii  ing  for  needs  and  hunger',  and  yet  GOD  permitted  our  appetites  to 
•nJr  fctTiw,  » ^    ]^^  .j^i^  ^Q  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  meere  natural  I  defigne 


«vTtt<,  ;(^/  f^  niuft  not  call  all  thofe  fwel lings  of  appetites,  naturall  inclination^  nor  the 
/t'irtosv  yon-  fatisfadiw  of  fuch  tumours  and  excrefcencies  any  part  of  naturall  felici- 
fitumt  ,«*«^«-  ties:  but  that  which  docs  juft  cooperate  to  thofe  ends,  which  perfed  hu- 
f^*Arift.  E-  mane  nature  in  order  to  its  proper  end.    For  the  appetites  of  meat  and 
thic,L'],c,7.    drink,  and pleafures,  are  but  intermediall  and  inftrumentall  to  the  end, 
and  are  not  made  for  themfelves ,  but  firfk  for  the  end ,  and  then  to 
ferve  GOD  in  the  inftances  of  obedience.     And  juftfo  is  the  natu- 
rall defircof  honour  j  intended  to  bee  afpurre  to  vcrtuq  (for  to  vertue 
onelyitis  naturally  confequent  ortonamrall  and  politicall  fuperiority) 
but  to  defire  it  beyond,  or  befides  the  limit,  is  the  fwelling  and  the  dif- 
cafe  of  the  defire.    And  we  can  take  no  rule  for  itsperfed:  value,  but  by 
the  ftrid:  limits  ofthe  naturall  end,  or  the  fuperinduced  end  of  Religion  in 
pofitive  reftraints. 

According  to  this  difcourfe  we  may  bcft  undcrftand,  that  even  the  fe- 
gS.  vereft  precepts  of  the  Chriftian  Law  arc  very  confonant  to  nature,  and  the 
firftlawes  of  mankinde.  Such  is  the  precept  oi  felf-denyzU^  which  is  no- 
thing clfebuta  confining  the  appetites  within  the  limits  of  nature :  for 
there  they  arc  permitted ,  (except  when  fome  greater  purpofe  is  to  bee 
ferved  than  the  prefcnt  anfwering  the  particular  defire)  and  whatfoever  is 
beyond  it,  is  not  in  the  naturall  order  to  felicity  j  it  is  no  better  than 
an  itch,  which  muft  be  fcratched  and fatisfied,  but  it  is  unnaturall.  But 
for  Martyrdomc  it  felfe,  quitting  our  goods,  loofing  lands,  or  any  tempo- 
rail  intereft,  they  are  now  become  as  reafonable  in  the  prefent  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  world ,  as  taking  unpleafant  potions,  and  fuffering  a  member 
to  be  cauterized,  in  fickneffeor  difeafe.  And  we  fee  that  death  is  natu- 
rally a  leffeevi  11  then  a  continuall  torment,  and  by  fome  not  forefented 
as  a  great  difgrace  ^  and  fome  perfons  havechofen  it  for  fan<Suary  and 
remedy^  And  therefore  much  rather  fhall  it  be  accounted  prudent  and  rea- 
fonable and  agreeable  to  thenioft  perfeft  defires  of  nature,  to  exchange 
a  houfe  for  a  hundred,  a  Friend  for  a  Patron,  a  fhort  affliction  for  a  lafting 
joy,  and  a  tcmporall  death  for  an  eternall  life.  For  fo  the  queftion  is  fta- 
ted  tous  by  him  that  underOands  it  beft.  True  it  is,  that  the  fuffering  of 
lofles,  afflidions,  and  death,  is  naturally  an  evill,  and  therefore  no  part  of 
a  DJitM^l  precept,  or  prime  injundion.  Bucw^en  GOD  having  comman- 
ded 
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ded  inftarjces  cf  Religion,  man  will  not  fuffer  us  to  obey  GOD,  or  will  not 
furt'er  us  t»  live,  thev.  the  queftion  is,  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  moft 
perfeftandreafonabledeffres  of  nature,  to  obey  GOD,  or  to  obey  man, 
to  feaie  GOD,  or  to  feare  man,  to  prcferve  our  bodies,  or  to  preferve  our 
fonles,  to  fecure  a  few  yeares  of  «ncertaine  and  troublefomc  duration,  or 
an  eternity  of  a  very  glorious  condition  ?  Some  men  reafonably  enough 
choofe  to  die  forconfiderations  lower  then  that  of  a  happy  eternity,  there- 
fore death  is  not  fuch  an  evill  but  that  it  may  in  fome  cafes  be  deffred  and 
reafonably  chofen,  and  in  fome  be  recompenfed  at  the  highcft  rate  of  a 
nanirall  value  V  And  if  by  accident  we  happen  intoan  eftare,  in  which 
of  necefTiry  one  evill  or  another  muft  befultered,  certainly  nothing  is 
njore  naturally  rcafonable  and  eligible ,  then  to  choofe  the  leaf}  evill  : 
and  when  there  are  two  good  things  propounded  to  our  choyce>both  which 
cannot  be  polfefled ,  nothing,  is  more  certainly  the  objed:  of  a  prudent 
choyce,  then  the  greater  good.  And  therefore,  when  once  weunderftand 
the  queftion  of  fuftering,  and  felf-denyall,  and  Martyrdome  to  this  fenfe, 
as  all  Chriftians  doe,  and  all  wife  men  doe,  and  all  feds  of  men  doe  in 
their  feverall per fwa (ions,  it  is  but  remembring,  that  to  live  happily  after 
this  life  is  more  intended  to  us  by  GO  D,  and  is  more perfeAive of  hu- 
mane nature,  then  to  live  herewith  all  the  profperity  which  this  ftate 
affords  i  and  it  will  evidently  follow,  that  when  violent  men  will  not 
let  us  enter  into  that  condition  by  the  waves  of  Nature  and  prime  in- 
tendment, that  is,  ofnaturall  Religion,  juftice,  and  fobriety)  it  is  made 
in  that  cafe,  and  upon  that  fuppofition,  certainly,  naturally,  and  infallibly 
reafonable  to  fecure  the  perfedive  and  principle  defigne  of  our  felicity, 
though  it  be  by  fuch  infirumems,  which  are  asunpleafant  to  our  fenfcs  as 
are  the  inftruments  of  our  reftirution  to  health  ;  fmce  both  one  and  the 
other  in  theprefent  conjnndion  and  ftate  of  affaires  are  moft  proportion- 
able to  reafon,  becaufe  they  are  fo  to  the  prefent  neeeffity,  not  primarily 
intended  to  us  by  GOD,  but  fuperinduced  by  evill  accident,  and  the  vi- 
olence of  men.  And  we  not  onely  finde  that  Socrates  fuffered  death  in 
atteftationof  a  GOD,  though  he  flattered  and  difcourfedhimfelfe  into 
the  beliefe  of  an  immortall  reward,  De  mduflrk  confultA  Aqmnimtat'u^  ncn 
defiducu  compert£veTjtatis  (^sTertuHianfdyci  of  him)  but  we  alfo  finde, 
that  all  men,  that  believed  the  immortality  of  the  foule  firmly  and  un- 
moveably,  made  nofcruple  of  exchanging  their  life  for  the  preservation  of 
vertue  with  the  intereft  of  their  great  hope,  for  honour  fonretimes,  and 
©ftentimesfor  their  Countrey. 

Thus  the  holyjESUS  perfeded  and  rcftored  the  nar.irall  Law,    and  ?^, 

drew  it  into  a  fyftemc  ofpropofitions,  and  made  them  to  become  of  the 
fauiilyof  Religion.  For  GOD  is  fo  zealous  to  have  man  attaine  to  the 
end,  to  which  he  firft  deffgned  him,  that  thofe  things  which  he  hath  put  in 
the  naturall  order  to  attaine  that  end  he  hath  bound  faft  iipon  us,  not  only 
by  the  order  of  things  by  which  it  was  that  he  that  prevaricated  did  natu- 
rally fall  fliortof  felicity,  but  alfo  by  bands  of  Religion:  'he  hath  now 
made  himfelf  a  party  and  an  enemy  to  thofe  that  will  be  not  happy. Of  old. 
Religion  was  but  one  of  the  naturall  Lawes,  and  the  inftauces  of  Religion 
were  difiinft  from  the  difccurfes  cf  philofophy.  Now  all  the  law  of  na- 
ture is  adopted  into  religion,  and  by  our  love  and  duty  to  GOD  we  are 

tyed  . 
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tyed  to  doe  all  rhat  is  reafon  *,  and  the  parts  of  our  religion  are  but  pur- 
fuancesof  the  naturall  relation  between  GODandusi  andbs^-yondal] 
this,  our  naturall  condition  is  in  all  fenfes  improved  by  theconfequents 
andadherencies  of  this  religion  :  For  although  nature  and  grace  areop- 
pofite,  that  is,  nature  depraved  by  evill  habits ,  by  ignorance  and  un- 
godly cuftomes  is  contrary  to  grace ,  that  is,  to  nature  refrored  by  the 
Gofpel ,  engaged  to  regular  living  by  new  revelations,  and  afiirted  by  the 
Spirit,  yet  it  is  obfervable,  tha.nhe  Law  of  Nature  ^  and  the  Laxv  of  grace 
ilW.7.23.  ^^^  never  oppofed.  there  is  a  Law  of  our  members  (faith  Sain:  Paul) 
that  is,  an  evill  neceffity  introduced  into  our  appetites  by  perpetuall 
,.,  evill  cuftomes,  examples,  and  traditions  of  va.nity,  and  there  is  a  lartf 

im.  of  finne  that  anfvv'ersto  this,  and  they  differ  onely,  as  inclination  and 

habit,  virions  defires,  and  vitious praiftices.  But  then  contrary  to  thefe 
are,  firft  a  law  of  my  minde^  which  is,  the  law  of  Nature  and  right  reafon, 
and  then  the  law  o/Grdce,that  is,of  jESUS  CHRIST,  who  perfefted  and  re- 
ftored  the  firft  Law ,  and  by  aftiftances  reduced  it  into  a  Law  of  holy 
living',  and  thefe  two  differ  as  the  other,  the  one  is  in  order  to  the 
other,as  imperfeftion  and  growing  degrees  and  capacities  are  to  perfeftioii 
and  confummatioruThe  Law  of  the  mind  had  been  fc  rafed  and  obliterate, 
and  we  by  fome  meanes  or  other  fo  difabled  from  obferving  it  exa(f^ly,thac 
untill  it  was  turned  into  the  law  of  grace  (which  is  a  law  of  pardoning  infir- 
mities,and  afTifting  us  in  our  choices  and  eledions)we  were  in  a  ftate  of  de- 
ficiency from  the  perfedive  ftate  of  man,  to  which  GOD  intended  us. 
40  Now  although  GOD  alwayes  defigned  man  to  the  fame  ftate,  which  he 

hath  now  revealed  by  JESUS  CHRIST,  yet  he  told  him  not  of  it,  and 
his  permiflions  and  licences  were  then  greater,  and  the  Law  it  felfe  lay  clo- 
fer  folded  up  in  the  compact  body  of  neceflary  propofitions  in  order  to  fo 
much  of  his  end  as  was  known,  or  could  be  fuppofed.  But  now  according 
to  the  e:^:tenfion  of  the  revelation,the  Law  it  felfe  is  made  wider,  that  is, 
more  explicit  j  and  naturall  reafon  is  thruft  forward  into  difcourfes  of 
charity  and  benefit,and  we  tyed  to  do  very  much  good  to  others,and  tyed 
to  cooperate  to  each  others  felicity. 

That  the  Law  of  charity  is  a  law  of  nature,  needs  no  other  argument  but 
4^  the  confideration  of  the  firft  conftitution  of  man.  The  firft  inftances  of  ju- 

ftice  or  entercourfe  of  man  with  afecond  or  third  perfon,  was  to  fuch  per- 
V  ^  fons,  towards  whom  he  had  the  greatcft  endeerements  of  affe<ftion  in  the 

;    *»  ^'«'      world,  a  wife,  and  children^  and  )uft  ice  and  charity  at  firft  was  the  fame 
***^^"X"^T    ^^""§-    ^"^  ^^  ^^^^  obtained  in  ages  farre  removed  from  the  firft,  that  cha- 
|i/«.  M.Anton,  ^j^y  .^  ^^^^^  rightemfneSfe,  He  hath  di!perfed  and  given  to  thepoore,  his  righte- 
'f'j  oufnejfe  remameth  for  ever.    And  it  is  certaine,>l^dmcGuId  not  in  any  in- 

nau  1 1 2.  p.  ^^^^^^  ^^  unjuft,'but  he  muft  in  the  fame  alfo  be  uncharitable  •,  the  band 
of  his  firft  juftice  being  the  tyes  oflove,andall  having  commenced  in  love. 
And  ourbleffed  Lord  reftoring  all  to  the  intention  of  the  firft  perfection 
exprelfes  it  to  the  fame  fenfe  as  I  formerly  obferved  ',  Juftice  to  our  Neigh- 
bour is,  lovjngYiim  as  our  felves :  For  fince  juftice  obliges  us  to  do  as  wee 
would  be  done  to,  as  the  irafcible  faculty  reftraines  us  from  doing  evill  for 
feare  of  receiving  evill :  So  the  concupifcible  obliges  us  to  charity^that  our 
felves  n^ay  receive  good. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  concerning  the  reafonablenefie  of  this  precept 
■^^  bi^t  that  it  concurres  rarely  with  the  firft  reafonable  appetite  of  man,  of 

being 
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being  like  GOD-  Vsiu  efl  mntali  ]uvire  mntafem,  at-ue  hdtc  e,}  a^ 
dtternimem  via  ^  U\A  Pliny:  And  it  is  mire  bleffed  to  give  then  to  re- 
ccive^  (faid  our  blclTcd  SAVIOUR)  and  therefore  the  Conmiand- 
mcnt  of  charity  in  all  its  parts  is  a  doftgnc  not  onely  to  reconcile  the 
iTioft  niiferable  perfon  ro  fooie  participations  and  fenfc  ot  felicity, 
but  to  make  the  charitable  n»an  happy,  and  whether  this  be  not 
vciy  agreeable  ro  the  defircs  of  an  intelligent  nature  need  no  further 
enquiry.  And  Ariftotle  alking  the  Queftion,  whether  a  man  had 
more  need  of    friends    in  profperity  or    advcrfity    makes  the  cafe 

tf^Uall    ',       '\j-zi     yif     'atoyiittc      J'ifrai      ohioipt'etc    *      «/§     djrvyZiri:  mf.'m 

^w  ,    "k«    ^iwcii7r,.77-.      "  when  they   are   in  want   they    ncede  af. 
**  finance,  when  they  arc  profperous,  they  need  partners  of  their  fc- 
^  licity,  that  by  communicating  their  joy  to  them  it  may  refleft  and 
"  double  upon  their  fpirit^.     And  certainc  it  js ,  there  is  no  greater 
felicity  in  the  world ,  tlien  in  the  content  that  refults  from  the  ema- 
nations of  charity.     And  this  is   that  which  Saint  John  calls ,  the  old  'A^^gje  /•  a?^, 
Commnndment ^  and  the  new  Contmandment.     It  was  of  old,  for  it  was  ^«>  'af    Si  J. 
from  the  beginning ,  even  in  nature ,  and  to  the  offices  of  which  our  x*'  "  ^  ^i*^- 
very  bodies  had  an  organ  and  a  feate.     For  therefore  nature  gave   to  a/7o  hJ^^j^oc 
a  man  bowells  and  the  paffion  of  yerning  *,  but  it  grew  up  into  religi-  97p»vr.  SopbocL 
on  by  parts ,  and  was  made  perfea ,   and  in  that  degree  appropriate  Oe^iip. 
to  the  Law  of  Jesus  CHRIST.     For  fo  the  holy  JESUS  be-  i.ep.Jun.,2 
came  our  Law-giver,  and  added  many  new  precepts  over  and  above  7,8. 

what  were  in  the  Law  of  Mofes^  but  not  more  then  was   in  the  Law -Hoc  Ke- 

of  nature.    The  reafon.of  both  is  what  I  liave  all  this  while  difcour-  ieshabent 
fed  of.    CHRIST  made  a  more  pcrfeft  reftitution  of  the  Law  of  Magnificumtlf 
nature  then  Mofes  did,  and  fo  it  became  the  fecond  Adam  to  confum-  jngens^mlk 
mate  that,  which  began  ro  be  leflTc  pcrfeft  from   the  prevarication  oi quod rapiat dies 
the  firft  Adam.  Pudeffemtfe- 

A  particular  of  the  precept  of  tharity  is  forgiving  injuries ,  and  be-  ris,fiipplicej  fi- 
^^des  that  it  hath  many  fupcrindilced  benefits  by  way  of  blcfTing  and  dokrePnte^ 

reward,  it  relics  alfo  upon  this  naturall  reafon,  that  a  pure  and  a  fimplc^ere S€» 

revenge  does  no  way  reftorc  man  towards  the  felicity,  which  thcinju-  nee,  Med, 
ry  did  interrupt.    For  revenge  is  a  doing  a  (imple  evill,  and  does  not  in  its  43, 

formality  imply  reparation  j  for  the  raeere  repeating  of  my  own  right 
is  permitted  to  them  that  will  doe  it  by  charitable  inftrumcntsj  and 
to  fecnre  my  felfe,  or  the  publike ,  againft  the  future,  by  pofitive 
inflidions  upon  the  injurious  (  if  I  be  not  Judge  my  felfe  )  is  alfo 
within  t^e  moderation  of  an  unblameable  defence  ( unlefle  fome  ac- 
cident or  circumftances  vary  the  cafe  )  but  forgiving  injuries  is  a  fe- 
parating  the  malice  from  me  wrong ,  the  tranfient  aft  from  the  per- 
manent effefti  and  it  is  ccrtaine,  the  aft  which  is  paHed  cannot  be 
refcindcd ,  the  efteft  may ;  and  if  it  cannot,  it  does  no  way  alleviate 
the  evill  of  the  accident,  that  I  draw  him  that  caufed  it  into  as  great 
a  mifery ,  fince  every  evill  happening  in  the  world  is  the  proper  ob-  '\ 

jeft  of  pity,  which  is'  in  fome  fcnfc  affiiftive  *,  andthcrefore  unlefle  we  be-  * 

come  Hnnatural  and  witliont  bowels,it  is  moft  unreafonable  that  we  fliould 
cncrcafe  our  own  aifliftions  by  introducing  a  new  mifery,  and  making  a 
new  objeft  of  pity.    All  the  ends  of  humane  felicity  arc  fecured  without 

c  Tcve»|^ 


fHE    PREFACE. 

ATOiTa  T»  ^fl?  revenue ,  for  without  it  we  are  permitted  to  ceftore  oar  felvcs ,  and 
fri  u^n^iJL-ri'--  therefore  it  is  againft  naturall  reafon  to  doe  an  cvill,  that  no  way 
'>'j.  .ij  iby  e;^5»7tt  cooperates  towards  the  proper  and  ptrfed"ive  e»d  of  humane  nature^ 
/<,yc^/cy•«,Op,-  And  he  is  a  niiferable  perfon,  whole  good  is  the  evill  of  his  neigh- 
»■»  'm.\\j'  Wf  boiir :  and  he  that  revenges ,  in  many  cafes  does  worfc  then  he  that 
•"»  5e^»  \l\v¥t  did  the  injury  j  in  all  cafes  as  bad.  For  if  the  firfl:  injury  was 
•/»«Tey  Tj^-ow  an  injuftiee  to  ferve  an  end  of  advantage  and  reall  benefit,  then 
nkiot  y^yj^  //•  my  rcveiige  ,  whicli  is  abftra(fted ,  and  of  a  confideration  feparare 
'«wTcr  icTb  yiy  and  diftind  from  the  reparation,  is  worfe  j  for  I  doe  him  evill  with- 
>0.  ©ut  doing  my  felfe  any  reall  good  j  which  he  did  not  ',   for  he  re- 

Btiiii  ^  p^e^v  ceived  advantage  by  it.  But  if  the  firft  injury  was  matter  of  meere 
•nJf  'aray^itti  malice  without  advantage,  yet  it  is  no  worfe  then  revenge  i  for  that 
i^yJh  is  juft  fo ',  and  tliere  is  as  much  phantaftickc  pleafure  in  doing  a  fpite, 

'Av%\  rm^  as  in  doing  revenge.  They  are  both,  but  like  the  pleafures  of 
«/?&!  iTre^  eating  coales,  and  toades  and  vipers.  And  certain  it  isj  if  a  man 
f^vmeJii^if*^  upon  his  private  (tocke  could  be  permitted  to  revenge,  the  evill  would 
Aunifjii^'  'at  he  imuKM-tall.  And  it  is  rarely  well  difcourfed  by  Tyndareiu  in  Emtu 
«3ap  Ti/  'eu  *^  pdes  'y  If  the  angry  wife  fliall  kill  her  hufband,  the  fonne  Ihall  re- 
t%7r}^  HsuiU!  ''  venge  his  Fathers  death,  and  kill  his  Mother,  and  then  the  Bro- 
'Of^j^iftt^: a»  "  ^^r  ^^JJ  ^'11  his  Mothers  murderer,  and  he  alfo  will  meete  with 
Za  tk  «Uorw«r  "  3"  avenger  for  killing  his  Brother. 

^Joil^M^'^  what  end  (hall  there  be  to  fuch  inhumane  and  fad  accidents?  If  jr 
JHenand,'        ^'^  ^^^^^  ^  injuftiee,  it  is  againft  naturall  reafon  j  and  If  it  be  evilJ, 
£    V  Qj.^a      and  diforders  the  felicity  and  lecurityof  fociety  it  is  alfo  againft  nam- 
^*     •'^*     rail  reafon.     But  if  it  be  ;uft  ,  it  is  a  ftrange  juftice ,  that  is  made  up 
.  of  fo  many  inhumanities. 

f'*^m,TyTms  p^^^  j^Q.^  if  any  man  pretends  fpeciallyto  reafon,  to  the  ordinate  de- 
^djjfenat.  an  (jj-^s  and  pcrfe<ftions  of  nature,  and  the  fober  difcourfes  of  philofo- 
referenaa  fit  p^y  ^  ^^j-^  jj  [^  Chriftianity ,  and  no  where  cKe ,  enough  to  fatisfie 
jnfHTja,  and  informe  his  reafon,  to  perfcd  his  nature,  and  to  reduce  to  aft  all 

44.  ^^  propofitions  of  an  intelligent  and  wife  fpirit.  And  the  holy  Ghoft 
Nihil ell'jili  '^  promifed  and  given  in  our  religion  to  be  an  eternall  band  to  keep 
pmcjpj  Deo  ^^^  reafon  from  returning  to  the  darkneflfcs  of  the  old  creation ,  and 
mimnemhHnc  fo  Promote  the  ends  of  our  naturall  and  proper  feficity.  For  it  is  not 
mmdum  rent  ^  ^'^"^^  ^^^"S  ^^^  ^^'"^  ^'^^^  reckons  hil^s  and  governments^  and  healings 
(qnodquidem  ^°  ^^^  ^"^'^  ^^  ^  (^^nt-  For  fmce  the  two  greateft  bleffingi  of  rhe 
\nterris^at^  wo^'^^?  perfonalland  politieall  eonfift,  that  in  health,  this  in  govern- 
acceptiusquim  "'^^^^  *"^  ^^^  ^"^  ^  humane  felicity  are  fcrved  in  nothing  great- 
eoncilia  ccetuf-  ^^  ^^^  ^^  prefent  intcrvall  then  in  thcfe  two,  CHRIST  did  noc 
Que  hominum  ^"^^Y  c^^ovue  rare  prefaiptions  of  health,  fuch  as  are  fafting,  tcmpc* 
mre  fomlj  rua  ^^^'^^  ">  ^^^^'^^  ^^  fobriety ,  and  all  the  great  endearements  of  go- 
iivitates aliel'  "^^"^""^ent,  (and  nnlefie  they  be  facredly  obferved,  man  is  infinitely 
iantur.  Cicer  '  "^'^^'^^^^  )  ^"^  ^^^o  hath  given  his  Spirit ,  that  is ,  extraordinai7  aides 
/erwi  'sc'mon  ^°  ^^  promoting  thefe  two,  and  facilitating  the  workc  cf  nature  y, 
2  Cor  4  7  '  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^'"^  "^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^"^  ^^  ^  difcourfe  to  this  very  pur- 
j*  P^',  J'     pofe  )  thi  exc^lknc}  6f  the  pow^r  tm;  be  of  Q  0  D  and  nst  efus. 
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I  ftiall  addc  nothing  but   this  fingle   confidcratlon.     GOD  faid  te  45. 

the  children  of  llrael,  ye  are  a  Koyall  Fiiejihoody  a  Kingdonie  06 
Priefts.  "Which  was  therefore  true,  hecaufe  GOD  reigned  by  the 
Friefrs,  and  the  Priefts  lips  did  then  prrfcive  f^nowledge  ^  and  the  peo- 
ple ^^e^e/o  to  receive  the  Law  from  their  mouths ,  t\\At  GOD  having 
by  Lawcs  of  his  own  cftabliflied  religion  and  the  republike,  did  go. 
Tern^  by  the  rule  of  the  Law ,  and  the  miniftery  cf  the  I'riefts-  The 
Priellsfaid,  thus  faith  the  LOR  D,  and  the  people  obeyed.  Andthcfe 
very  words  are  fpokcn  to  the  Chriftian  Churcli  *,  Tee  are  a  Koyall  Prieft^ 
hood  J  an  holy  Nation ,  a  peculiar  people^  that  jee  fljouid  fl)ew  forth  the 
praifes  of  him  that  hath  called  you  out  of  darkl^effe  into  his  merveilous  light. 
That  is,  GOD  reignes  over  all  Chrifteiidonie  juft  as  he  did  over  the 
Jewes.  He  hath  now  fo  given  to  them  and  reftored  refpe^ively  all 
thofe  reafonable  Lawes,  which  are  in  order  to  all  good  ends  perfon  all, 
Oeconomicall  and  politicall,  that  if  men  will  fjfter  Cliriftian  religion 
to  doe  its  laft  intention,  if  man  will  live  according  to  ic,  there  needs 
no  other  coer<:ion  of  Lawes,  or  power  of  the  Swcrd.  The  Lawes  of 
God  revealed  by  Chrift  arc  (ufficientto  make  alfocieties  of  men  happy  jand 
over  all  good  m^n  God  reignes  by  his  Miniflers,  by  the  preaching  of  the 
word  :  And  this  was  nioft  evident  in  the  three  firft  ages  of  the  Church,  in 
which  all  Chriftian  Societies  were  for  all  their  proper  entercourfes 
pcrfedly  guided,  not  by  the  authority  and  compulfion,  but  by  the 
Sermons  of  their  Spirituall  Guides ',  infomuch ,  that  Saint  Paul  iharp- 
ly  reprehends  the  Corinthians ,  that  Brother  goeth  to  Law  with  Bro^ 
ther  ^  and  that  before  the  unbeleevers ',  as  if  heefayd,  yce  will  not  fuf- 
£er  CHRIST  to  bee  your  Judge ,  and  his  Law  to  bee  your  rule  ', 
which  indeed  was  a  great  fault  among  them ,  not  onely  becaufc 
they  had  fo  excellent  a  Law ,  fo  clearely  dcfcribed ,  (  or  where  they 
the)r  might  doubt ,  they  had  infallible  interpreters)  fo  reafonable  and 
profitable ,  fo  evidently  concurring  to  their  mutuall  felicity ,  but  aJ- 
fo  becaufe  GOD  did  dcfigne  J  E  S  U  S  to  bee  their  King ,  to  reigne 
over  them  by  Spirituall  regiment,  as  himfelfe  did  over  the  Jewes, 
till  they  chofe  a  King.  And  when  the  Empcrours  became  Chriftiaa, 
the  cafe  was  no  otficrwifc  altered  ,  but  tliat  the  Princes  themfelves 
fubmitting  to  C  H  R I  S  T  S  yoake ,  were  (  as  all  other  Chriftiaws 
are)  for  their  proportion  to  bee  governed  bytheRoyall  Priefthqod  , 
that  is,  by  the  Word  preached  by  Apoftolicall  ptrfons  ,  the  po- 
liticall intereft  remaining  as  before ,  favc  that  by  being  fubmitted  to 
the  Lawes  of  C  H  R I  S  T  it  received  this  advantage ,  that  all  juftice 
was  turned  to  bee  Religion,  and  became  neceffary ,  and  bound  up- 
on the  confcience  by  Divinity.  And  when  it  happens  that  a  King- 
dome  is  converted  to  Chriftianity  ,  the  Common-wealth  is  made 
a  Church,  and  Gentile  Priefts  are  Chriftian  Bifhops,  and  the  Sub- 
jed^s  of  the  Kingdome  are  Servants  of  CH  R  1ST,  the  Religion  of 
the  Nation  is  turned  Chriftian,  and  the  Law  of  the  Nation  nftadei 
part  of  the  Religion  *,  there  is  no  change  of  Government,  but  that 
CHRIST  is  made  King  ,  and  the  Temporall  Power  is  his  Subfti- 
tutc ,  and  is  to  promote  the  intereft  of  obedience  to  him ,  as  before 
hcc  did  to  C  H R  I  ST S  anemic ?    CHRIST  having  left  his  Mini- 
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ftcrs  as  Lieg«r  Embajfadours ,  to  fignitie  and  publift  the  Lawes  of  J  E- 
SUSy  to  J>ray  all  in  C  M  RIS7S  flead  to  be  reconciled  to  GOD:  fo 
that,  over  the  obedient  CHRIST  wholly  reignes  by  his  Minifters, 
pnblifhing  his  Lawes,  over  the  difobcdient,  by  the  Prince  alfo,  put- 
ting thofe  Lawes  in  execution.  And  in  this  fcnfc  it  is  that  Saint  Ftf«/ 
faycs,  Bonis  lex  non  eft  poftta^  To  fuch  (who  live  after  the  Spirit)  there 
is  no  Lavif ,  that  is ,  there  needs  no  coercion.  But  now  if  wee  rejeft 
GOD  from  reigning  over  us ,  and  fay  like  tlie  people  in  the  Gofpel, 
Kolurms  kmc  regnare  ^  "we  wjU  not  have  him  to  r eigne  over  «/,  by  the  Mi- 
niftery  of  his  Word,  by  the  Empire  of  the  Ro)  all  Prieft  hood,  then  we 
returne  to  the  condition  of  Heathens,  and  perfons  fitting  in  darknelTe, 
then  GOD  hath  armed  the  Tempcrall  Power  with  a  tvvord  to  cut  us 
o^\  If  wee  obey  not  GOD,  fpeaking  by  his  Minifters,  that  is,  ifwc 
live  not  according  to  the  excellent  Lawes  of  Chriftianity ,  that  is,  ho- 
lily^  foberly^  and  ]iiftly  in  all  our  relations,  he  hath  placed  three  fwords 
againft  us,  the  Svford  of  the  SPIRIT  againft  the  unholy  and  irre- 
MgioHS ',  the  fvcord  of  naturdl  and  fupervening  infelicities  upon  the  in- 
temperate and  unfober  *,  and  the  Sword  of  Kings  againft  the  unjuft ',  ts 
remonftrate  the  excellencie  of  Chriftianity  ,  and  how  certainly  it 
leades  to  all  the  felicitie  of  man  ,  becaufe  every  tranfgreflion  of  this 
Law  ,  according  to  its  proportion  makes  men  unhappy  and  unfor- 
tunate. 
4^^  What  effect  this  Difcourfe  may  have,   I  know  not  ,    I  intended 

It  to  doe  honour  to  Chriftianity,  and  to  reprefcnt  it  to  bee  the 
bcA:  Religion  in  the  World,  aiiid  the  conjugation  of  all  eycellenc 
things  that  were  in  any  Religion,  or  in  any  Philofophy,  or  in  any 
ThJL^.2,  Difcourfes.  For  whatfoever  was  honeft,  whatfocvcr  was  nohk,  rfbatjhever 
vtaswifc,  vphatfoever  was  of  good  report^  if  there  bee  any  praife^  if  there  bee 
smyvertue^  it  is  in  Chriftianity.  For  even  to  follow  all  thefe  inftances 
of  excellency,  is  a  Precept  of  Chriftianity.  And  me  thinkcs  they  that 
pretend  to  reafon ,  cannot  more  reafonably  endeare  themfelves  to 
the  reputation  of  reafon,  then  by  endearing  their  reafon  to  Chri- 
ftianity, the  concluiions  and  beliefe  of  which  is  the  moft  reafon- 
able  and  perfe<ft  ,  the  moft  excellent  defigne  and  complying  with 
the  nobleft  and  n.oft  proper  ends  of  man.  And  if  this  gate  may 
fuffice  to  invite  fuch  perfons  into  the  recelTes  of  the  Religion,  then  I 
ftlall  tell  them  ,  that  I  have  drelfed  it  in  the  enfuing  Bookes  with 
fome  variety  j  and  as  the  nature  of  the  Religion  is,  fome  parts  where- 
of are  apt  to  fatisfie  our  difcourfe,  fome  to  move  our  affc^ions , 
and  yet  all  of  this  to  relate  to  pradife  :  So  is  the  defigne  of  the 
following  pages.  For  fome  men  are  wholly  made  up  of  paffion,  and 
their  very  Religion  is  but  Paffion  put  into  the  Family  and  Society  of 
holy  purpofes  :  And  for  thofe  I  have  prepared  confiderations  upon 
the  fpeciall  parts  of  the  life  of  the  Holy  j  E  SUS,  and  yet  there  alfo 
are  fome  things  mingled  in  the  leaft  fcvere  and  moft  afiedionate  parts 
which  may  helpe  to  anfwer  a  Queftion  and  sppeafe  a  fcruple , 
and  niay  give  Rule  for  DETERMINATION  of  many  cafes 
«f  C p N S CI  E N C E.     For  I  have  fo  orde-rcd  the  confiderations, 

that 
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that  rhey  fpcnd  not  thcnifelvcs  in  mcerc  aft'e^ions,  and  Ineft'c^ive 
paffions,  hut  they  are  made  dcx^rinall  and  iitcle  repofitorics  of  duty: 
But  becaofe  of  the  variety  of  mens  fpirits^  and  of  mens  nccefiities'. 
It  was  necefiaiy  I  lliould  interpofe  romc  pra^-icall  difcourfcs  more  fe- 
vere  ■;  Fcr  it  h  but  a  fad  thought  to  confidcr  that  piety  and  bookcs 
cf  devotion  arc  counted  bpt  entertainment  for  little  underftandings, 
and  fofter  fpirirs  \  and  although  there  is  much  fault  in  fuch  Imperi- 
ous minds,  that  they  v^^ll  not  diftinguifli  the  weakenelfc  of  the  wri- 
ters from  the  reafonablenelfe  and  wifdome  of  the  religion  :  yet  I  can- 
not but  thinke,  the  bookes  themfelves  are  in  a  large  degree  the  oc- 
cafion  of  fo  great  indevoticn  :  becaufc  they  are  (fome  few  except 
ted)  reprefented  naked  in  the  conclufions  of  fpirituall  life  without  or 
art  or  learning,  and  made  apt  for  perfons,  who  can  doc  nothing- 
but  believe  and  love-,  not  for  them,  that  can  confider  and  love.  Aud- 
it is  not  well ,  that  fince  nothing  is  more  reafonable  and  excellent 
in  all  perfciftions  fpirituall  than  the  doctrines  of  the  fpirit  or  holy 
life,  yet  nothing  is  offered  to  us, unlearnedly  as  this  is,  fo  miferable 
and  empty  of  all  its  own  Hitelleftuall  perfe<ftions.  If  1  could  I  would 
have  had  it  othcrwife  in  the  prefent  bookes  :  For  fince  ?hc  under- 
ftanding  is  not  an  idle  faculty  in  a  fpirituall  life,  bat  hugely  oper- 
ative to  all  excellent  and  reafonable  choices,  it  were  very  fit  that 
this  faculty  were  alfo  entertained  by  fuch  difcourfes  which  GOD  in- 
tended, as  inftruments  of  hallowing  it,  as  he  intended  it  towards 
the  fandification  of  the  whole  man.  For  want  of  it,  buify  and  aft- 
ivc  men  enrertaine  themfelves  with  notions  infinitely  unfatisfying  and 
unprofitable  :  But  in  the  nieane  time  they  arc  not  fo  wile.  For  con- 
cerning thofe,  that  ftudy  unpi-ofitable  notions,  and  negleft  not  onely- 
that,  which  is  wVfeft,  but  that  alfo,  which  is  of  moft  reall  adxan-t 
tage  ,  I  cannot  but  thinke  as  Ariftotle  did  of  Tljales  and 

Anaxagoras,  that  they  may  be  learned,  but  they  arc    ^<o'  Ata^uy^f  )^  Q^o^Jjuj  T^ric 
"not  wife,  or  wife  but  not  prudent,  when   they  are    itdnc  <nt»e-  ju#f,  ^e^mie  5  « 
" ignorant  of  fuch   things,  as  are   pr»jitable  to  them.    ^*57r  iTw  ,  cTaiic/i.c^r  «>w5t_ 
"For  fuppofe  they  know  the  wonders  of  nature,  and    w;ri(w/upi^;id  *»7o7c,  ty  ot- 
*'the    fublimities  of  Metaphyfickes  ,    and   operations    e*T7^  /^^r,  jy^v^^d  ,  j^;^- 
"•Mathcmaticall ,  yet  they  cannot   be  prudent,   who    Xi^a  y^cr«Ww«  wV^ai^i/^xf^ff- 
^fpend  themfelves  wholly  upon  improfitablc  and  in-    <ny,^axc>K-ei--SZ'nk  r^i'ti^ptrTn- 
'^efledive   contemplations.     He   is  truely  wife,  that    »v   -r^^^i  ^^7«„^.   AnjiQtd.6^ 
knowcs  beft  to  promote  the  beft  end,  that  which  he    Etb.cap.j, 
is  bound  to  dcfire,   and  is  happy,  if  he  obtaincs,  and 
miferable   if  he  milfes,   and  that  is  the  end  of  a  happy  eternity  : 
which  is  obtained  by  the  onely   mcanes  of  living   according   to    the 
purpofes  of  GOD  and  die  prime  intentions  of  nature*,  naturall  and 
prime   reafon   being  now   all   one   with  the  Chriftian  religion.    But 
then  I  fhall  onely  obferve  that  this  part  of  wifdome ,  and  the  excell- 
ency of  its  fecret  and  deep  reafon  is  not  to  be  difcerned,  but  by  ex- 
perience :  the  propofitions  of  this  phllofcphy  being,  (as  in  n^any  other) 
Empiricall  and  beft  found  out  by  obfervation  of  reall  and  mattrialle- 
yents.  So  that  1  may  fay  of  fpirinjall  learning ,  as  Q^mlkn  faid  of  fome 
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^  Platecs  bookes.  Num  Vim  mm  in  alijf  guibufdam,  turn  pr^ecipue  in 
'^Jnuio  ne  melligi  quidem  nifi  ah  ijs  qui  hane  queque  partem  dJfcjplindt  [Mu* 
'ficd'}  diligenter  perceperint ,  poteft.  The  fecrets  of  the  kingdonie  of 
heaven  are  not  uaderfVood  tiuely  and  throughly  hue  by  the  fons  of 
the  kingdome,  aad  by  them  too  in  fcverall  degrees,  and  to  various 
purpofes  f  but  to  evili  perfons  tlie  whole  f>fteme  of  this  wifdonte  is 
mfipid  and  flact,  dull  as  die  foot  of  a  rocke,  and  unlearned  as  the 
clenaents  of  our  mother  tongue.  But  fo  arc  Macheniatickes  to  a  Scy- 
thian boore,  and  Muficke  to  a  Camel. 
47»  But  I  conlider  that  the  wifeft  perfons ,  and  thofe  who   kno^r  how 

to  value  and  entertaine  the  more  noble  faculties  of  their  foule,  and 
their  precious  hourcs,  take  more  pleafure  in  reading  the  prodiilions 
of  thofe  old  wife  fpirits ,  who  preferved  naturall  reafon  and  religion  in 
the  midft  of  heathen  darkenelfe  (fuch  as  are  Horner^  Euripides,  Or^ 
pheus,  Pindar,  and  An^^reon,  JEfcbjlus  and  Menander ,  and  all  the 
Greeke  Poets  :  Vhtarch  tXidVdybius ,  Xenophon  and  all  thofe  other  excell- 
ent perfons  of  both  faculties  (whofe  choiceft  di<ftatcs  arecolled^ed  by  ^9- 
b^s)  VlatB  and  his  Schollers,  Ariftotle  and  after  him  Vorphyry,  and  all 
his  other  Difciples ,  Pythagoras  and  his ,  efpecially  Hieroclcs  :  all  the 
old  Academickes  and  Stoicks  widiin  the  Roman  Schooles)  more  j>lea- 
fure  I  fay  in  reading  thefe  then  the  triflings  of  many  of  the  later 
Schodenien,  who  promoted  a  petty  intereft  of  a  family,  or  an  un- 
learned opinion  with  great  carneftnefle ,  but  added  nothing  to  Chri- 
ftianity,  but  trouble,  fcruple  and  vexation.  And  from  hence  I  hope, 
that  they  may  the  rather  be  invited  to  love  and  confider  the  rare  dc^ 
cuments  of  Chriftianity ,  which  certainly  is  the  great  trcafure  houfe  of 
thofe  excellent,  morall  and  perfedive  difcourfes,  which  with  much 
paines  and  greater  pleafure  we  find  refpcrfed  and  thinly  fcattered  in  all 
the  Greeke  and  Roman  Poets ,  HiAorians ,  and  Philofophers.  - 

But  becaufe  I  have  obfcrvcd ,  tliat  there  are  fome  principles  enter- 
tained into  the  perfuafions  of  men,  which  are  the  feeds  of  evill  life,fuch 
as  are ,  the  dolhine  9 f  late  repentance  ■,  the  miftakes  of  the  de^nition  «f  the  fins 
ff  infirmity  *,  the  evill  undexftandmg  the  cmjequents  and  nature  of  originall 
finne  j  the  fufficiency  of  contrition  in  order  to  pardtn ,  the  efficacy  of  d>e  rites 
of  Chriftianity  mtficut  the  necejfity  of  tnorall  adherencies  \  the  nature  of 
faithj  and  many  other ,  I  was  diligent  to  remarkc  fuch  do<Srines,  and 
to  pare  off  the  miftakes  fo  farre ,  that  they  hinder  not  piety ,  and  yet 
as  neere  as  I  could  without  engaging  in  any  Qucftion,  in  Yvinch  the 
very  life  of  Chriftianity  is  not  concerned. 

^<  Hacfumprefatus — baud  atr^4gibus 

^  ItHplicita,  fed  qu£  regulis  £qui  et  bom 
JiBlymc,    apHci  «  suffkltay  rkdibus pariter  et  do^s patent, 

Euri}, 

49.  Wy  i>'^^^^  purpofe  is  to  advance  the  neceflicy  1  and  eo  declare  the 

manner  and  parts  of  a  good  life,  and  to  invite  fome  perfons  to  the 
confideration  of  all  the  parts  of  it  by  intermixing  fomeching  of  plea- 
fure with  the  de  :  others  by  fuch  parts ,  which  will  better  entertain* 
their  fpirits  than  a  ^omncc,    I  have  followed  the  defigne  of  Scripture, 

and 
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and  have  gjTcn  milke  for  babes,  and  for  Wronger  men  fronger  meat^ 
and  in  all  I  have  defpifed  my  owne  reputation  by  fo  ftriring  to  make 
ir  nlefuU,  that  1  was  lelTe  carefull  to  make  it  ftrift  in  retired  fcnfes, 
and  cmboffed  with  unnecef^ry,  but  graceful!  ornaments.  I  pray  GOD 
this  may  got  forth  into  a  bleifing  to  all  that  ftiall  ufe  it,  and  reflcft 
bleffings  upon  mee  all  the  way ,  that  my  fpark  may  grow  greater  by 
kindling  my  brothers  Taper,  ard  GOD  may  bee  glorified  in  us  both. 
If  the  Reader  Ihall  receive  no  benefit,  yet  I  intended  him  one,  and 
I  hare  laboured  in  c^rder  to  it ,  and  I  fkall  receive  a  great  recom- 
pence  for  that  intention ,  if  hee  fliall  pleafc  to  fay  this  prayer  for 
mee  ,  that  while  1  have  preached  w  9therj  y  I  may  not  become  a,  Caft. 
a»^. 
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AN  EXHORTATION 

TO  THE 

imitation  of  ihc  Life  of 

CHRIST. 

0\\'ever  the  perfon  of  JESUS  CHRIST  was  deprefTed  with  Number  i. 
a  load  of  humble  accidents,and  fliadowed  with  the  dark- 
nelTes  of  poverty,  and  fad  contingencies,  fo  that  the  Jewi, 
and  the  contemporary  ages  of  the  Gentiles,and  the  Apo- 
ftles  themfelves  could  not  at  firft  difcern  the  brighteft 
eiTence  of  divinity  :  yet  as  a  Beauty  artificially  covered 
with  a  thin  cloud  or  Cypreffe,  tranfmits  its  excellency 
lo  the  eye  made  more  greedy  and  apprehenfive?  by  that  iniperfed  and 
weak  reftrainf,  So  was  the  fand^ity  and  holinelle  of  the  life  of  jESUS,glori- 
ous  in  itsdarknelTcs,,  and  found  Confeffors  and  Admirers  even  in  the  midft 
of  thofe  defpitcs  which  were  done  him  nponthecontrariantdefignes  of 
malice,  and  contradid"ory  ambition.  Thus  the  Wife  o(  Pilate  called  him 
tbatjaft  perfon  ;  Pilate  pronounced  him  guiltkfie,  J^daf  faid ,  he  was  mo~ 
cent  ^  the  Devil  himfelf  called  him  ,  the  Holy  one  of  God.  For  however  it 
Blight  concern  any  mans  miftaken  ends  to  miflike  the  pufpofe  of  his  prea- 
ching»  and  fpiritual  Kingdom ,  and  thofe  dodrines  which  were  deftru- 
ftive  of  their  complacencies,  and  carnal  fecurities ;  yet  they  could  not 
deny  but  that  he  was  a  man  of  God,  of  exemplar  fandity,  of  an  angelical! 
chaftity,  of  a  life  fweet,  aflable?  and  com.plying  with  humane  converfation# 
and  as  obedient  to  government  as  the  moift  humble  children  of  the  king- 
dom.   And  yet  he  was  Lord  of  all  the  World. 

And  certainly  very  nmch  of  this  was  with  a  deligne,  that  he  might  fliine  2i^ 

to  all  the  generations  and  ages  of  the  World  ,  and  become  a  guiding  ftar, 
and  4  pilar  of  fire  to  us  in  our  journey.  For  we  who  believe  that  jESUS  wat 
perfedGod,  and  perfedMan,  do  alfo  believe  that  one  minute  of  his  in- 
tolerable Pafsion ,  and  every  adion  of  his  was  fatisfaftory  and  meritori- 
ous refpedively?  enough  for  the  expiation  and  reconcilement  often  thon- 
fand  worlds :  and  God  might  upon  a  lefle  effufion  of  blood ,  and  a  fliorter 
Kfe  of  merit  (if  hehadpleafed)  have  accepted  humane  nature  to  pardon 
and  favouf  >  but,  that  the  holy  jESUS  hath  added  fo  many  excellent  inftan- 
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CCS  of  holinefle,  and  fo  many  degrees  of  Pafsion,  and  fo  many  kinds  of  vcr- 
tueSj  isj  that  he  might  become  an  example  to  us ,  and  reconcile  our  willi 
to  him,  as  well  as  our  perfoiis  to  his  Heavenly  Father.  • 
5.  And  indeed  it  will  prove  but  a  fad  confideratioii?  that  one  drop  of 

blood  fliall  he  enough  to  obtain  our  pardon  ,  and  the  treafures  of  his 
^  blood  running  out  till  the  fountain  it  felf  was  dry,  fliall  not  be  enough  to 
procure  oui"  conformity^  to  him :  that  the  fmalleft  minute  of  his  ey  pence 
fhall  be  enough  to  juftifie  us,  and  the  whole  Magazine  ihall  not  procure 
our  Sandifcation  :  that  at  a  fmaller  expence  Gcd  might  pardon  us ,  and 
i^rt.i.ai.  at  a  greater  we  will  not  imitate  him  :  For  therefore  Chrift  hath  fullered 

for  us  (faith  the  Apoftle)  leaving  an  example  to  us ,  that  we  might  follow 
his  Iteps.  The  leaft  of  our  wills  coft  Chrift  as  much ,  as  the  greateft  of  our 
fins.  And  therefore  he  calls  himfelf  the  Way,  the  truths  and  the  Life.  That 
as  he  redeems  our  fouls  from  death  to  life ,  by  becoming  life  to  our  Per- 
fons ,  fo  he  is  the  truth  to  our  underftandings,  and  the  vcay  to  our  will  and 
affe(ftions ,  enlightning  that,  and  leading  thefe  in  the  paths  of  a  happy 
Eternity. 

4.  When  the  king  of  Moab  was  prelled  hard  by  the  fons  oUfaac,  [the  If- 
3K'«i«3«i7.'         Thelites  and  Edomites,Jhe  took  the  king  of  Edoms  eldeft  fon  j  cr  as 

fome  think,  his  own  fon,  the  heir  of  his  kingdom,  and  offered  him  as  a 
Holocauft  upon  the  wall ,  and  the  Edomites  prefently  raifed  the  fiege  at 
Kirharafeth ,  and  went  to  their  own  countrey.  The  fame,  and  much  more 
was  Gods  defigne,  who  took  not  his  enemies,  but  his  own  Son,  his  onely 
begotten  Son,  and  God  himfelf,  and  offered  him  up  in  facrifice,  to  make 
us  leave  our  perpetual!  fightings  againft  Heaven  •,  and  if  we  ftill  per- 
fifi",  we  are  hardned  beyond  tfiewildnelTes  of  the  Arabs  and  Edomites, 
and  neither  are  receptive  of  the  imprefles  of  Pity  oi-  Humanity :  who 
neither  have  compafsion  to  thefufferingof  jESUS,  nor  complyance  with 
the  defignes  of  God,  nor  conformity  to  the  holinefle  and  obedience  of  our 
Guide.  In  a  dark  night,  if  an /^«f/ F<it««T  do  but  precede  us,  the  glaring 
of  its  lefier  flame  does  fo  amufe  our  eyes,  that  we  follow  it  into  Rivers 
and  Precipices ,  as  if  the  ray  of  that  falfe  light  were  defigned  on  purpofe 
to  be  our  path  to  tread  in  :  And  therefore  not  to  follow  die  glories  of  the 
Son  of  Righteoufnelfe ,  who  indeed  leads  us  over  rocks  and  difficult  pla- 
ces, but  fecures  us  againft  the  danger,  and  guides  us  into  fafety?  is  the 
greateft  bothundecency,  and  unthankfulnelTe  in  the  world. 

5,  In  the  great  Councel  of  Eternity,  when  Qod  fet  down  the  lawes ,  and 
AdetofjufjuKn-  ^"ic  faft  the  Eternal  bands  of  Predeftination,  he  made  it  one  of  his  great 
*t»  Ik  ^sirrica  piirpofes  to  make  his  Son  like  us,  that  we  aHb  might  be  like  his  holy  Son  *, 
^^t'alt^c^s,D)(.  he,  by  taking  our  Nature,  we,  by  imitating  his  Holinefle-,  God  hath  prede- 
nif.  ft'mated  us  to  be  conformable  to  the  mage  of  his  Son  (faith  the  Apoftle.  For 
&om,%.t^,            ^^  ^^^  jj^  ^^^j.y  j^.  ^^^^  .^^  j^  Nature  propounded  as  the  pattern  of  the  reft  ', 

and  as  the  Sun,  the  Prince  of  all  the  Bodies  of  Light ,  and  the  Fire  of  all 
warm  fubftances  is  the  p-incipal,  the  rule  and  the  copy ,  which  they  in 
their  proportions  imitate,  and  tranfcribe :  So  is  the  Word  incarnate  ,  the 
great  example  of  all  the  Predeftinate  •,  for  he  is  thefirft-born  among  many 

'^'  Brethren.    And  therefore  it  was  a  precept  of  the  Apoftle ,  and  by  his  Do- 

ftrine  we  underftand  its  meaning  •,  Put  you  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.    The 

*«w.T3.j4.  fimilicude  declares  the  Duty  ^  as  a  garinent  is  compofed  and  made  of  thr 
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fiimefafhiofl  with  the  body,  and  is  applycd  to  each  part  in  ifs  true  figure 
and  conimenfuration.   So  fhould  we  putonChrifty  and  imitate  the  whole  'h  j  (r;ft<>»»  J^- 
body  ofhisSandity,  conforming  to  every  integral  part,  and  exprelfe  him  ^loit/a  -n^iit 
in  our  lives,  that  God  feeing  our  impreflts,  may  know  whofe  image  and  ^^  i^'^j  i^  t»» 
fuperfcription  we  bear,  and  we  may  be  acknowledged  for  fons  when  we  ^^,«.'»a»  >>«- 
have  the  tire  and  features,  and  refembfences  of  our  elder  Brother.  ^c,  >9  « 'oe^  *  y 

In  the  praftice  of  this  duty  we  may  be  helped  by  certain  conf  dcnitions  C' 

which  are  like  the  proportion  of  fo  many  rewards.  For  this ,  acccrding  to 
the  nature  of  all  holy  Exercifes,  ftayes  not  for  pay  rill  its  work  be  quite  hni- 
flied ,  but  like  mufick  in  Churches  is  pleafure,  and  piety, and  falary  beiides. 
So  is  every  work  of  Grace^  full  of  pleafure  in  the  execution ,  and  is  abun- 
dantly rewarded,  befides  the  ftipend  of  a  glorious  Eternity. 

I .  And  I  coniider  that  nothing  is  more  honourable^  then  to  be  like  God  ;  and  7  - 

the  Heathens,  worfliippers  of  falfe  Deities  grew  vitious  upon  "*■  that  ftock ,  if'i'iVcHo  .wrfti- 
and  we  who  have  fondnefles  of  imitation ,  counting  a  deformity  full  of  ho-  tur  qoi*  >  jovem  «- 
Jiour,  if  by  it  we  may  be  like  our  "^^Prmce,  (tor  pleafures  were  in  their  Qi,aiis  fi.*  tom«mt 
height  in  Caprese,  becaufe  Tiberius  there  wallowed  in  them,  and  a  wi^-  S;'ir",'&  uudaV, 
neck  in  ^eroV  Court  was  the  Mode  and  Gallanny)  might  do  well  ro  make  q^oi  dcu»  fuu»^in 
our  imitations  prudent  and  glorious  •,  and  by  propounding  excellent  ex- rlpr>rfinnLyc<^ 
amples,  heighten  our  faculties  to  the  capacities  of  an  evenneifewith  the  [J^^^f^;*^^^^ 
beft  ofprefidents.    He  that  ftrives  to  imitate  another,  admires  him,  and  mos .  pet   abrup-a 
confefles  his  own  imperfedions :  and  therefore  that  our  admirations  be  not  caiiT^Yri':'*  d"chu , 
flattering,  nor  our  confefiions  phantaftick,  and  impertinent,  it  were  but  ^^,'^;X"h"$  KT- 
reafonable  to  admire  Him  from  whom  really  all  perfedions  do  derive,  and  norum  viam  n^orum 
before  whofe  glories ,  all  our  imperfeftions  muft  confelfe  their  fhame,  and  'jlf^%^u!6lut 
needs  of  reformation.    God  by  a  voice  from  Heaven,  and  by  fixteen  gene-  l°p^!*"";j^*"^civci 
rations  of  miracles  and  grace,  hath  attefted  the  holy  JESUS  to  be  the  foun-  fuos^'princept  o,>n- 
tain  offanaity,andr/7f  mnderful  Counfe Hour ^^nd  thiCaptainofcurfuferings,  cu^^^'f'c^i^'li 
and  the  guide  of  our  manners,  by  being  his  beloved  Son  in  whom  he  took  'nagnu$,exenip]o  ma- 
pleafure  and  complacency  to  the  height  of  fa  tisfaftion  :  And  if  any  thing  in  lll^fv^^^'J^l* 
the  world  be  motive  of  our  affe<^ions,or  fatisfaftory  toourunderftandings,  j^>^ 
what  is  there  in  Heaven  or  Earth  we  can  defire  or  imagine  beyond  a  like-  ^_^-^r^  ^^ 
nefic  to  God,and  participation  of  the  Divine  Nature  and  perfed:ions  /  And   '  _  ^  »,ru 
tnererore  as  when  the  Sun  arries,  every  man  goes  to  his  work,  and  warms        -^  ■^p^s\^^ . 
himfelf  with  his  heat,  and  is  refreflied  with  his  influences,  and  meafures  his  ^    -^^  ^  y,^„ 
labour  by  itscourfe:  So  fhould  we  frame  all  the  a<^ionsofour  life  by  His  ^"^^  xxd-L"' 
lightwho  hath  fliined  by  an  excellent  righteoufnere,that  we  no  more  walk  ^^*'"  "^  ^'^ 
in  Darknefie,or  fleep  in  Lethargies,or  run  on  gazing  after  the  lelTer  and  im-  . '"^"v^^  *.'^* 
perfed  beauties  of  the  night.   Iris  weakneffe  cf  the  organ  that  makes  us    "^  /^^  > 
hold  our  hand  between  the  Sun  and  us,  and  yetftand  ftaring  u-pon  a  Me-  '!^V^?* 
teor  or  an  inflamed  gelly  *,  and  onr  judgements  are  as  miftaken ,  and  our  turC! joZ"^' 
appetites  are  as  fottifh,  if  we  propound  to  our  felves  in  the  courfes  and  de- 
figncs  of  pcrfeftions  any  copy  but  of  him,  or  fomething  like  to  him,  who  is 
the  moft  perfeft  ^  and  leaft  we  think  his  glories  to  great  to  behold. 

2.  I  coniider  that  the  imitation  of  the  life  of  Jefus  is  a  duty  of  that  8. 

excellency  and  perfedioii  that  we  are  helped  in  it,  not  onely  by  the 
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affiftance  of  example  whkh  poiTibly  mi^ht  be  too  great  and  fcare  ovt 
endeavours  and  atcemprs,  but  alfo  by  way  cf>ompIyance  and  proportion. 
tot  Jelus  in  his  whole  hfe  converfed  with  men  with  a  niodeft  vertue  which 
ike  av/ell  kindled  fire  iitted  with  juft  materials  caOsaconftantheat  j  not 
Iikean  inflamed  heap  of  (bubble,  glaring  with  great  emiiTions,  and  fud- 
dainly  fTooping  into  the  thickneife  of  fmoak.  His  piety  was  even,  con- 
Ad«o«.rur  omnu.-    ?"^'  uiiblumeable,  Complying  wlth  civill  fociety,  without  afirightmenc 
»s  ft.ri  poft  q«od  ot  precedent,  or  prodigious  inftances  of  a<^ions,  greater  then  the  imitation 
il^t  itT^^,  ^f  "len.  For  if  we  obferve  our  bleiTed  Saviour  in  the  whole  (lory  of  his 
Itol^'SH-^f    i  '  although  he  was  without  fin,  yet  the  inirances  of  his  piety  were  the 
■      \-^^°^'^  0^^  ^'^^7  ^^bs  but  of  an  ordinary  life  y  and  we  may  obferve  diis 
difierence  m  the  ftory  of  JESUS  from  EcclefiaAical  writings  of  certain  be- 
atihed  perfons,  whofe  life  is  told  rather  to  amaze  us,  and  to  create  fcruples 
then  to  lead  us  m  the  evenneffe,  and  ferenity  of  a  holy  Confcience.  Such 
are  the  prodigious  penances  ci  Simeon  Stylites,  the  abftinence  cf  the  reli- 
gious retired  into  the  mountain  Nitria,  but  efpecialiy  the  ftories  of  later 
Saunts  m  the  .^lidlt  of  a  declining  piety,  and  aged  Chi  iftendom  where 
perions  are  reprefenred  Holy  by  way  of  Idea  and  fancy,  if  not  to  promote 
the  mterefts  of  a  family  and  inftitution.  But  our  bielfed  Saviour  though 
ins  eternail  union  and  adherences  cf  love  and  obedience  to  his  heavenly 
Father  were  next  to  inhnite,  yet  in  his  externall  anions  in  which  oneh" 
with  the  ccn  efpondence  cf  the  Spirit  in  thofe  aaions,he  propounds  himfe'f 
inutable,he  did  fo  converfe  with  men,that  men  after  that  example  n-ieht  for 
CYCfconverfe  with  him.  We  finde  that  fome  Saints  have  had  eycrefcencies 
and  eruptions  of  holineife  in  the  inftances  of  uncommanded  duties,which  in 
the  fame  particulars  we  finde  not  in  the  ftory  of  the  life  of  jESUS.  fohn  Bap. 
ttji  was  a  greater  mortifyer  then  his  Lord  wasv'and  fome  Princes  have  given 
more  money  then  allCha-ifts  family  did,whilft  he  was  alive',but  the  difierence 
which  IS  obferveable  is,  that  although  fome  men  did  fome  ads  of  Counfel  in 
order  to  attain  that  perfe<ftion  which  in  jESUS  was  efiential  and  unalterable, 
and  was  notacquird  by  degrees  and  means,of  danger  and  difficulty ;  yet  no 
man  ever  did  his  whole  duty  fave  onely  the  holy  jESUS  j  the  beft  of  men 
didfometimes  anions  not  precifcly  andftrid-lyiequifite,  and  fuchas  were 
hefides  the  duty  ;  but  yet  in  the  greateft  fiames  of  their  fliining  piety,  they 
prevaricated  fomething  of  their  dut}-.  But  jESUS  who  intended  himfelf  the 
example  of  piety,  did  in  manners  as  in  the  rule  cf  Faith,  which  becaufe  ic 
v/as  propounded  to  all  men  was  fitted  to  every  underftanding  •,  it  was  true, 
neceflary,  fliort,  eafy,  and  intelligible ;  fo  was  his  rule  and  his  copy  fitted, 
not  onely  with  excellencies  worthy,  but  with  complvances  pofTible  to  be 
imitated  j  of  glories  fo  great  that  the  moft  early  and  coiiftant  induftiT  muft 
confeffe  its  own  imperfedions,  and  yet  fo  fweet  and  humane,  that  the  great- 
•^o  '     'u..f^        infirmity,  if  pious  fliall  hnde  comfort  and  encouragement.  Thus  God 
^uivx^i^  gave  his  children  Manna  from  heaven,  and  though  it  was  excellent  like  the 
'^L/J'l!^:  food  of  Angels,  yet  it  conformed  to  every  palate  according  to  thatappetite 
ft^Ku .  ^.^  vvhich  their  feverall  fancies  a»d  conftitntions  did  produce. 
;^  c  ^\ior « <r,>^      gut-  now  when  the  example  of  JESUS  is  fo  excellent,  that  ir  allures  and 
•,^X^t  «;c^^^-     tempts  with  its  facility  and  f^veetnelTe,  and  that  we  are  not  commanded  to 
L.t'ijc^u^^icho  ;.'^V^f^2^;C<^^  whofe  ftories  tells  cfexrafies  in  prayer,  and  ^  abftraaions  of 
'^     ^  fci«cs,ajidiraniat€riall  traiifportations,  andfaftingsto  thecxinanirionof 
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fpirics  an<i  dlfabiing  all  animall  operations :  but  a  life  of  Juftice  and  Tem- 
perance, of  Chaftity  and  Piety,  o{  Ciiariry  and  devotion,  fiich  a  life  with- 
out which  humane  fociety  cannot  be  conferved  and  by  which  as  our  iiTc- 
gularities  are  made  regular,  fo  our  weakneifes  are  not  upbraided,  nor  our 
miferics  made  a  mockery  j  wc  tinde  fo  much  reafon  to  addrelfe  our  felvcs  to 
a  heavenly  imitation  of  lb  blefled  a  pattern,  that  the  reafonablenelTe  of  the 
thing  will  be  a  great  argument  to  chide  every  degree  and  minute  of  negled. 
It  was  a  ftrange  and  a  confident  encouragement  which  Phocjon  ufed  to  a 
timerous  Greek  who  was  condemned  to  die  with  him ;  //  it  not  enough  to  thee 
that  thou  may}}  die  rvith  Phocion .«'  I  am  fure  he  that  is  moft  incurious  of  the 
ilTues  of  his  life  is  yet  willing  enough  to  reign  with  ]  E  S  U  S  when  he  looks 
upon  the  glories  reprefenrcd  widiout  the  duty  j  but  it  is  a  very  great  ftupidi- 
ty  and  unreafonablenes  not  to  live  with  him  in  the  imitation  of  fo  holy  and 
fo  prompt  a  piety.  It  is  glorious  to  do  what  he  did,  and  a  iliame  to  decline 
his  fuflerings  when  there  was  a  God  to  hallow  and  fanftifie  the  aaions,and  Ji^-^ 

a  man  clothed  with  infirmity  to  undergo  the  fharpneife  of  the  paOion,  fo 
that  the  glory  of  the  perfon  added  excellency  to  thefirft,  and  the  tender- 
nefle  of  the  perfon  excufed  not  from  fuHering  the  latter. 

5.  Every  a<^ion  of  the  life  of  jESUS,  as  it  is  imitable  by  us,  is  of  fo  ex-  i  <?. 

cellenr  merit,  that  by  making  up  the  treafure  of  grace,  it  becomes  full  of 
afliftancesto  us  and  obtains  of  God  grace  to  enable  us  to  its  imitation  by 
way  of  Mifluence  and  imperration.  For  as  in  the  acquifition  of  habits  the 
yery  exeicife  of  the  adion  does  produce  a  facility  to  the  aftion,  and  in  fomc 
proportion  becomes  the  caufe  of  its  felf :  So  does  every  ex-ercife  of  the  life 
of  CHRIST,  kindle  its  own  fires,  infpire^ breath  into  it  felf,  and  makes  an 
Bnivocall  production  of  its  felf  in  a  differing  fubjeft  ',  and  JESUS  becomes 
the  fountain  of  fpirirual  Life  to  us,  as  the  Prophet  Elijha  to  the  dead  childe : 
when  he  ftretched  his  hands  upon  the  childes  hands,  laid  his  mouth  to  his 
Hiouth,and  formed  hispofture  to  the  boy,  and  breathed  into  him  •,  thefpi- 
rit  returned  again  into  the  childe  at  the  prayer  of  Elijha  :  fo  when  our  lives 
are  formed  into  the  imitation  of  the  life  of  the  holyeft  JESUS,  the  fpirit  of 
God  returns  into  us  not  onely  by  the  eftkacie  of  the  imitation,  but  by  the 
merit  and  impetration  of  rhea<^ions  ofjESUS.lt  is  reported  in  tlie  Bohe-  Hifloi.  Boh^m.  1.^ 
mian  ftcry-'that  S.  Wince jlaus  their  King  one  winter  night  going  to  his  devo- 
tions in  a  remote  Church,barefooted  in  the  fnow,and  fliarpnefie  of  unequal 
and  pointed  ice,  his  fervant  Podavivui  who  waited  upon  his  Mafters  piety, 
and  endeavoured  to  imitate  his  aftecSions  began  to  faint  through  the  vio- 
olence  of  the  fnow  and  cold,  till  the  King  conmianded  him  to  follow  him, 
and  fet  his  feet  in  the  fame  footfteps  which  his  (tet  fhould  mark  for  him  ; 
the  fefvant  did  fo,  and  either  fancied  a  cure  or  found  one:  for  he  followed 
hfs  Prince  hclpr  forward  with  fhame  and  zeal  to  his  imitation,  and  by  the 
fcrmingfootfteps  for  him  in  the  fnow:  In  tke  fame  manner  does  theJ^Ief- 
fed  1ESUS  j  for  fmceourway  is  troublefom,  obfcure,  full  of  ob)ed:ion  and 
danger,  apt  to  be  milfaken  and  affright  our  induftry  ',  he  commands  us  to 
mark  his  footfleps,  to  tread  where  his  feet  have  ftood,  and  not  onely  in- 
vites us  forward  by  the  argument  of  his  example,  but  he  hath  troden  down 
much  of  the  dirticnity  and  made  the  way  eafier  and  fit  for  our  feet.  For  he 
knows  our  infirmities  and  himfelf  hath  felt  their  experience  in  all  things 
but  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  fin ',  and  therefore  he  hath  proportioned  a 
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way  and  a  path  to  our  ftrengths  and  capacitles,and  like  Jacob  hath  marched 
foftly  and  in  evennefle  with  the  children  and  the  cattel,  to  entertain  us  by 
the  comforts  of  his  company,  and  the  influences  of  a  perpetuall  guide. 
f  I.  4  But  we  muft  know  that  not  every  thing  which  CHRIST  did,  is  imita- 

table  by  us,  neither  did  he  in  the  work  of  our  redemption  in  all  things 
imitate  his  heavenly  Father.  For  there  are  fome  things  which  are  ifiues  of 
an  abfolute  power,  fome  are  expreifes  of  fupreme  dominion,  fome  arc 
aftions  of  a  judge,  and  therefore  JESUS  prayed  for  his  enemies,  and  wept 
over  Hierufalem,  when  at  the  fame  inftanthis  Eternall  Father  laughd  them 
to  fcorn,  for  he  knew  that  their  day  was  comings  and  himfelf  had  decreed  their 
mine.  But  it  became  the  holy  JESUS  to  imitate  his  Fathers  mercies ;  for 
himfelf  was  the  great  inflrument  of  the  eternall  Compaflion*,  and  was  the 
infiance  of  mercy  j  and  therefore  in  the  operation  of  his  Fathers  deligne, 
every  aftion  of  his  was  univocall  and  he  fhewed  the  power  of  his  Divinity 
in  nothing  but  in  miracles  of  mercy  and  illuftrations  of  faith  by  creating 
arguments  of  credibility :  In  the  fame  proportion  we  follow  JESUS  as  him- 
felf followed  his  Fadier',  For  what  he  abated  by  the  order  to  his  intend- 
ment and  defigne,  we  abate  by  the  proportions  of  our  nature*,  for  fome 
excellent  a<^s  of  his  were  demonftrations  of  Divinity,  and  an  excellent 
grace  pourd  forth  upon  him  mthout  meafure  was  their  inftrument  *,  to  which 
proportions  if  we  fhould  extend  our  infirmities,  wefhould  crack  our  fmews 
and  diflbive  the  filver  cords  before  we  could  entertain  the  inftances  and 
fupport  the  burthen.  jESUS  fafted  fourty  dayes  and  fouity  nights*,  but 
the  manner  of  our  faftings  have  been  in  all  ages  limited  to  the  term  of  an 
artificiall  day  *,  and  in  the  primitive  obfei-vations,  and  the  Jewefli  rites, 
men  did  eat  their  meal  aflbon  as  the  ftars  fhone  in  the  firmament.  We  ne- 
ver read  that  jESUS  laughed,  and  but  once  that  he  rejoyced  in  fpirit  •,  but 
the  Declenfions  of  oui"  Natures  cannot  bear  the  weight  of  a  perpetuall  grave 
deportment  without  the  intervals  of  refrefhment  and  free  alacrity.  Our 
ever  bleffed  Saviour  fuftered  the  Devotion  of  Mary  Magdalene  to  tranfporc 
her  to  an  expenfive  cxpreflion  of  her  Religion,  and  twice  to  anoint  his  feec 
with  coftly  Nard  ',  and  yet  if  perfons  whofe  conditions  were  of  no  greater 
luftre  or  refplendency  of  Fortune,  then  was  confpicuous  in  his  family  and 
retinue,  fhould  fuffer  the  fame  profufion  upon  the  drefTmg  and  perfuming 
their  bodies,  poffibly  it  might  be  truly  faid,  It  might  better  be  fold  and  du 
ftributed  to  the  poor.  This  jESUS  received  as  he  was  the  CHRIST  and  an- 
ointed of  the  Lord,  and  by  this,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  defigned  to  burial, 
and  he  received  the  oblation  as  Eucharifticall  fw  the  ejeftion  of  fcven  De* 
vils,  for  therefore  fhe  loved  much. 

The  inftances  are  not  many,for  however  JESUS  had  fome  extraordinary 
^  ^*  tranfvolations  and  a^s  of  emigration  beyond  the  li  nes  of  his  even  and  ordi- 

nary converfation,  yet  it  was  but  feldom,  for  his  being  exemplary  was  of  fa 
great  confideration  that  he  chofe  to  have  fewer  inftances  of  wonder,  that  he 
might  tranfmit  the  more  of  an  imitable  vertue.  And  therefore  we  may 
eftablifh  this  for  arule,and  limit  of  our  imitations.  Becaufe  CHRIST  our 
Law-giver  hath  defcribd  all  his  Fathers  wiH  in  faniS^ions  and  fignature  of 
Laws ;  whatfoever  he  conmianded,  and  whatfoever  he  did  of  precife  mo- 
rality or  in  purfuance  of  the  laws  of  Nature,  in  that  we  are  to  trace  his 
footfteps  j  and  in  thefe  his  laws  and  his  pra^ife  difter  but  as  a  map  and  a 
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guide,  a  law  and  a  Judge,  a  rule  and  a  prefidenc.  But  in  the  fpecial  Inftances 
of  a<ftion  we  are  to  abate  the  circumstances,  and  to  feparate  the  obedience 
from  the  ttit^^  and  whatfoever  was  morall  in  a  ceremoniall  performance 
that  is  highly  imitable,  and  the  obedience  of  facrificing  and  thefubordina- 
tion  to  laws  a<^ually  in  being,  even  now  they  are  abrogated,  teach  us  our 
duty,  in  a  differing  fubjed:  upon  the  like  reafon.  jESUS  going  up  to  Hie- 
rufalem  to  thefcafts,  and  his  obfervation  of  the  Sabbaths  teach  us  our  duty 
in  celebration  of  Feftivals  conftitute  by  a  competent  and  juft  authority. 
For  that  which  gave  excellency  to  the  obfervation  of  Mofaicall  rites,  was  an 
Evangelicall  duty,  and  the  piety  of  obedience  did  not  onely  confecrate 
the  obfervations  of  Lev? ^  but  taught  us  our  duty  in  theconftitutions  of 
Christianity. 

5.  As  the  holy  JESUS  didfome  things  which  we  are  not  to  imitate,  fo  i5* 

we  alfo  are  to  do  fome  things  wliich  we  cannot  learn  from  his  example.  For 
there  are  fome  of  our  duties  which  prefuppofe  a  ftate  of  fin  ■■,  and  fome  fup- 
pofe  a  violent  temptation  and  promptnelTe  to  it,  and  the  duties  of  preven- 
tion and  the  inftruments  of  reftitution  are  proper  to  us,  but  conveyed  onely 
by  precept  and  not  by  preiident  j  Such  are  all  the  parts  and  anions  of  re- 
pentance, the  duties  of  mortification  and  felf  deniall  for  whatfoever  the 
H.  jESUS  did  in  the  matter  of  aufterity,  looked  direftly  upon  the  work  of 
our  Redemption,  and  looked  backonely  onusbyaretlexacflas  CHRIST 
did  on  Peter  when  he  lookd  him  into  repentance.  Some  ftates  of  life  alfo 
there  are  which  jESUS  never  lead,  fuch  are  thofe  of  temporall  Governours 
Kings  and  Judges,  Merchants,  Lawyers,  and  the  ftate  of  marriage,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  lives  many  cafes  do  occurre,  which  need  a  prefidenr,  and  the 
vivacity  of  an  excellent  example,  efpecially  iince  all  the  rules  which  they 
have,  have  not  prevented  the  fubtilty  of  the  many  inventions  which  men 
have  found  our,  nor  made  provifion  for  all  contingencies.  Such  perfons  in 
all  their  fpeciall  needs  are  to  govern  their  anions  by  the  rules  of  proportion, 
by  analogy  to  the  holinefle  of  the  perfon  of  jESUS,  and  the  fdndhy  of  his 
inftitution :  confidering  what  might  become  a  perfon  profefling  the  Difci- 
plineof  foholyaMafter,  and  what  he  would  have  done  in  the  like  cafe 
taking  our  heights  by  the  excellency  of  his  innocencyand  charity.  Onely 
remember  this,  that  in  fuch  cafes  we  m.uft  alwayes  judge  on  the  firid:eft  fide 
of  piety  and  charity,  if  it  be  a  matter  concerning  the  intereft  of  a  fecond 
perfon,  and  that  in  all  things  we  do  thofe  adions  which  are  fuitheft  removed 
from  fcandall,  and  fuch  as  towards  our  felves  are  fevere,  towards  others,  full 
of  gentlenefie  and  fweetnelfe.  For  fo  would  the  righteous  and  mercifull 
Jesus  have  done  j  thefe  are  the  beft  analogies  and  proportions.  And  in 
fuch  cafefc  when  the  wells  are  dry,  let  us  take  water  from  a  ciftern,  and  pro- 
pound to  our  felves  fome  exemplar  Saint,  the  neceOities  of  whofe  life,  hath 
determind  hi^  piety  to  the  like  occurrences. 

But  now  from  thefe  particulars  we  fhall  beft  account,  to  what  the  duty  14. 

OT  the  imitation  of  J  E  S  U  S  does  amount :  for  it  fignifies ,  that  WG/Ijould 
walkas  he  vpalked,  tread  in  his  fteps,  with  our  hand  upon  the  guide ,  and 
our  eye  upon  his  rule  ,  that  we  fhould  do  glory  to  him  as  he  did  to  his 
Father,  and  that  whatfoever  we  do,  we  fliould  be  careful  that  it  do  him 
honour,  jnd  no  reproach  to  his  inftitution  •,  and  then  account  thefe  to  be 
the  integral]  pari:s  of  our  duty,  which  are  imitation  of  his  anions  or  his  fpi- 
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fit,  of  his  rule  or  of  his  life,  tliere  being  no  better  inutarioR  of  him  then  ia 
fuch  anions  as  do  him  pleafuie,  hiwever  he  ha-th  cxprefied  or  intimated 
the  precedent. 
J  5«  He  that  gives  almes  to  the  poor,  takes  T  E  S  U  S  by  the  hand  •,  he  that 

patiently  tiidures  injuries  and  af/ronts,  helps  him  tobear  hisCrolfe;  He 
that  comforts  his  brother  in  affliftion,  gives  an  amiable  ki(!e  of  peace  to 
J  E  S  U  S :  He  that  bathes  his  own  and  his  Neighbours  fins  in  tears  of  pe- 
nance and  companion,  waflies  his  Mafters  feet :  we  lead  jESUS  into 
the  recedes  of  cur  heart  by  holy  meditations :  And  we  enter  into  his 
heart ,  when  we  eyprelTe  him  in  our  actions ,  for  fo  the  Apoftle  fayes, 
I  hhn  2.5.  fie  that  IS  in  Chrift-,  vfalkjasbe  alfo  rvalked.    But  thus  the  anions  of  our  life 

relate  to  him  by  way  of  worfhip  and  religion,  but  the  ufe  is  admirable  and 
eiledual  when  our  adions  refer  to  him  as  to  our  copy?  and  we  tranfcribe 
the  Original  to  the  Life.  He  that  confiders  with  what  aft'edions  and  lanci- 
nations  of  fpirit,  with  what  eftuHonsoflove  JE  S  US  prayed,  what  fer- 
vours and  afTiduity  ,  what  innocency  of  willi,  what  modeOy  of  pofturc, 
what fubordination  to  his  Father-,  and  conformity  to  the  Divine  Pleafure 
were  in  all  his  Devotions?  is  taught  and  excited  to  holy  and  religious  pray- 
ers :  The  rare  fweetneife  of  his  deportment  in  all  temptations  and  violen- 
ces of  his  Pafiion,  his  charity  to  hfs  enemies,  his  fliarp  reprehenfions  to  the 
Scribes  and  Pharifees,  his  ingenuity  toward  all  men,  ai'e  living  and  effe- 
^ual  Sermons  to  teach  us  patience  and  humility,  and  2eal  and  candid 
fimplicity,  and  juftice,  in  all  our  actions.  I  adde  no  more  inftanccs ,  be- 
caufe  all  the  following  Difcourfes  will  be  profecutions  of  this  intendment. 
And  the  life  cf  J  E  S  U  S  is  not  defcribed  to  be  like  apifture  in  a  Cham- 
ber of  Pleafure,  onely  for  beauty  and  entertainment  of  the  eye  ,  but  like 
the  Egyptian  Hyeroglyphicks ,  whofe  every  feature  isa  precept ,  and  the 
the  Images  conveife  with  men  by  fenfc,  and  Hgnitication  of  excellent 
difcourfes. 
1 5,  It  was  noe  wi thout  great  reafon  advifed,that  every  man  fliould  propound 

itutca.iy.n.         the  example  of  a  wife  and  vertuous  perfonage,  as  Cato^  or  Socrates^  or 
Brutus^  and  by  a  fi^ion  of  imagination  to  fuppofe  him  prefent  as  a  witnelfe, 
and  really  to  take  his  life  as  the  dired^ion  of  all  our  ad'ions.    The  beft  and 
mofi:  excellent  cf  the  old  Law-givers  and  Philofofphers  among  the  Greeks, 
had  an  allay  of  vitioufnelfe,  and  could  not  be  exemplary  all  over :  Some 
A.hf«s?o^as.ii\?.     were  noted  for  flatterers,  as  Plato  and  Ariftippus ',  fome  for  incontinency,  as 
uHtrnVStu-  ^rijfotle, Epicurus^  Zeno^theognis^  P lato^  znd  Ariffrppus ^ga.'m  •■,  indSocrates^ 
HoL"notf''rc"'i'iiJJ  ^^hcm  their  Oracle  affirmed  to  be  the  wifeft  and  niofi:  perfed"  man,  yet  was 
/.,5.  conlrdjuiidn/   by  PoYphyxy  noted  for  extreani  intemperance  of  anger  both  in  words  and 
adions :  And  thofe  Ramans  who  were  ollered  to  them  for  examples,  al- 
though they  were  great  in  reputation ,  yet  they  had  alfo  great  vices ;  Bru- 
tus dipt  his  hand  in  the  blood  nf  C^far  his  Prince,  and  his  Father  by  love, 
N'-jarur  &  pMfci    endearments  and  adoption.  And  Cato  was  but  a  wife  man  all  day,  at  night 
Sutrcvmusr'"    hewasufedto  drink  too  liberally,  and  thefe  were  the  beft  among  the 
Gentiles.    But  how  happy  and  richly  iurnifhed  are  Chrifiians  with  pref'- 
dents  of  Saints,,  whole  faith  and  revelations  have  been  produ^ive  of 
Uiore  fpiritual  graces,  and  greater  degrees  of  moral  perfedions  ?  And  this  I 
call  the  priviledge  of  a  very  great  afTiftance,  tha^:  I  miglit  advance  the  repu- 
cacion  aud  account  of  the  life  of  the  gloi-ious  ]  ES  U,  which  is  not  abated 
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by  the  irnpcrfcdions  of  humane  nature  as  they  were ,  hut  recelvei  great 
heighcningsandptrfeftionfroni  the  Divinity  of  his  Perfon,  ofwhichlihey 
were  never  capable. 

Let  us  therefcre  prefle  after  JESUS  as  Elijha  did  after  his  Mafter,  with  an  j «. 

infeparable  piofecution  even  whither  foever  he  goes ',  that  according  to  the 
reafonableneffe  and  proportion  expreffed  in  S.Pauls  advice,^/  tve  have  born  ,  ^„,.,j  4,. 
the  image  of  the  earthly^  we  may  alfo  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly.  For  in  vttin  ^.^^^  'J'    . 
arc  TPPe  called  Chrjftkns.,  if  we  live  not  according  to  the  example  and  difcipline  of  ALb'-T.puj's.'St- 
Chrifi  the  father  of  the  inflitution.    When  S.  Laurence  was  i  n  the  midft  of  the  mT'"  '"  '"*  ^* 
torments  of  the  Gridiron  ,  he  made  this  to  be  the  matter  of  his  joy  and 
Euchar/ft,  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  gates  through  which  ]  ESU  S  had 
cnn-ed  :  and  therefore  thrice  happy  are  they  who  walkin  his  courts  all  their 
dayes.    And  it  is  yet  a  neerer  union  and  vicinity  to  imprint  his  life  in  our 
fouls,  and  e>:prefle  it  in  our  exteriour  converfe  j  and  this  is  done  by  him 
onely  who  (as  S.  Profper  defcribes  the  duty)  defpifes  allthofeguilded  vani-  Lib.a  cv  vita  con- 
ties  which  he  defpifed,  that  fears  none  of  thofe  fadnefe  which  he  fuffered,  '^-^'i^'^'-^^-^"- 
tliat  praftifes  or  alfo  teaches  thofe  do^rines which  he  taught,  and  hopes 
for  the  accompliflimentofallhispromifes.   '''And  this  is  tmeft  Religion,  ^1t!igioffl^m.:»  c„^ 
and  the  moft  folemn  Adoration.  lusimKdu.  L.ainu 


The   Prayer. 

O  Eternal^  Holy.,  And  mofl  glorious  JESV^  who  haft  united  two  natures 
of  diftance  infinite.,  defending  to  the  lownejfes  of  humane  nature ,  that 
th'iumghteft  exalt  humane  nature  to  aparticipation  of  the  Divinity^  we 
thy  people  that  fate  in  darknefe,  and  in  the  jhadows  of  death  ,  havefeen 
great  light.,  to  entertain  our  underftandings  and  enlighten  our  fouls.,  with 
its  excellent  influences,  but  not  to  amufe  the  faculty,  or  confound  the  Organ.  For 
the  excellency  of  thy  fanBity  flming  glorioufly  in  every  part  of  thy  life ,  w  like  thy 
Angel,  the  pillar  of  fire  which  called  thy  children' from  the  darknejfesofEgypt^ 
Lord  open  my  eyes ,  and  give  me  power  to  behold  thy  righteous  glories ,  and  let  my 
foul  be  fo  entertained  with  affellions  and  holy  ardors ,  that  1 7nay  never  look.  back, 
upon  the  ftam.es  of  Sodome ,  but  may  follow  thy  light ,  which  recreates  and  en^ 
lightens  and  guides  us  to  the  mountains  offafety,  and  fanHuaries  ofHolinejfe. 
Holy  JESV,  fince  thy  image  is  imprinted  on  our  nature  by  creation,  let  me  alfo 
f^prejfe  thy  image  by  all  the  parts  of  a  holy  life,  conforming  my  will  and  aMions 
to  thy  holy  precepts,  fubmitting  my  uy.derftanding  to  thy  dictates  and  lefons  ofper^ 
feliionj  imitating  thy  fweetneffes  and  excellencies  of  fociety ,  thy  devotion  in 
prayer.,  thy  conformity  to  OOP,  thy  ^eal  tempered  with  meinejfe ,  thy  patience 

beigbtne^ 
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heightnedvphh  charity,  that  heart,  and  hands,  and  eyes,  and  all  tny  faculties,  may 
grow  up  with  the  increafe  of  God,  till  I  come  to  the  full  tneafure  ofthefiature  of 
CHRIS  r,  even  to  be  aperfe^  man  inC  HKIST  JESV  S,  that  at  lafl 
in  thy  light  I  may  fee  light ,  and  reap  the  fruits  of  glory  from  the  feeds  offanliity 
in  the  imtation  of  thy  holy  life,  0  bleffed  and  holy  Sitiiour  J  E  S  V  S* 
Amen, 


^^^^^^■^4p^^^^^4p^^^^^4^^^^^^^^^^i^^^^^^ 


The 
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THE  LIFE  OF  OVR 

Blefled  Lord  and  Saviour 

JESVS  CHRIST. 

,  Scd.    I. 
T^he  Hipry  of  the  Conception  of  JESVS. 

'Ken  the  fulnelTe  oftime  was  come,  after  the  frequent  repeti- 
tion of  proniifes,  the  expedation  ofthe  Jewifh  Nation,  the 
longings  and  tedious  waitings  of  all  holy  perfons,  the  depar- 
ture  01  the  Scepter  from  Judah  and  the  Lawgiver  from  betrveen 
his  feet^  God  having  great  companion  toward  mankinde,  re- 
raembring  his  promifes  and  our  great  neceflitiesy^,^^  /;//  Son  into  the  world  to 
take  upon  him  our  nature,  and  all  that  guilt  of  lin  which  ftuck  clofe  to  our 
nature,  and  all  that  punifhment  which  was  confequent  to  our  fin  ',  which 
came  to  palfe  after  this  manner. 

In  the  dayes  of  Herod  the  king,  the  Angel  Gdbrielwai  fcnt  from  God  to  a 
city  ofOahlee  named  NuT^areth^  to  a  holy  Maid  called  Mary ^efpoufed  to  Jofeph^ 
and  found  her  in  a  capacity  and  excellent  difpofition  to  receive  the  greateffc 
honour  that  ever  was  done  to  the  daughters  of  men.  Her  imployment  was 
holy  and  pious,  her  perfon  young,  her  yeers  florid  and  fpringing,  her  body 
chafi,  her  niinde  humble,  and  a  rare  repofitory  of  divine  graces.  She  was 
full  of  grace  and  excellencies.  And  God  poured  upon  her  a  full  meafure  of 
honour  in  making  her  the  mother  of  the  Mejfias.  For  the  Angel  came  to  her 
andfaid,  Hail  thou  that  art  highly  favoured ,  the  Lord  is  with  thee ,  Blefed  art 
thou  among  women. 

We  cannot  but  imagine  the  great  mixture  of  innocent  diftmbances  and 
holy  pafTions  tliat  inthefirftaddrefleof  the  Angel  did  rather  difcompofe 
her  fetlednelTe,  and  interrupt  the  lilence  of  her  Ipirits,  then  difpoflelTe  her 
dominion  which  Hie  ever  keproverthofefubjeas,  which  never  had  been 
taught  to  rebel  beyond  the  meerpoflibilities  of  natural  imperfe<^ion.  But 
if  the  Angel  appeared  in  the  (liape  of  a  man,  it  was  an  unufual  arref^  to  the 
blefled  Virgin,  who  was  accuftomed  to  retirements,  and  folitarineffe,  and 
tiad  not  known  an  experience  of  admitting  a  comely  perfon,  but  a  ftranger 
to  her  clofet  and  privacies.  But  if  the  Heavenly  MelTenger  did  retain  a  di- 
▼iner form,  more  fymbolical  to  Angelical  nature,  and  more  proportiona- 
ble to  his  glorious  Mcfiage,  although  her  daily  imployment  was  a  conver- 

fatioa 
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fatlon  with  Angeh,  who  in  their  daily  miniftring  to  the  Sd.m%  did  behold 
her  chad  convex faiion  coupled  with  fear  ^  yec  they  ufed  not  any  affrighting 
glories  in  the  offices  of  their  daily  attendances,  but  were  feenonly  by  fpi- 
ritual  difcernings.  However ,  fo  it  hapned,  that  when  fl)e  faw  himjhe  was 
troubled  at  his  faying^  and  caji  in  her  minde  what  manner  offalutation  thisjljould 
be, 

4.  But  the  Angel  who  came  with  delignes  of  honour  and  comfort  to  her, 

was  not  willing  that  the  inequality  and  glory  of  the  Meffenger  fhould,  like 
too  glorious  a  light  to  a  weaker  eye,  rather  confound  the  faculty ,  then  en- 
lighten the  Organ ,  did ,  before  her  thoughts  could  finde  a  tongue,  invite 
her  to  a  more  familiar  confidence  then  poflibiy  a  tender  Virgin  (though  of 
the  greareft  ferenity  and  comporure)  could  have  put  on  in  the  prefence  of 
fuch  a  beauty  and  fuch  aholinefie.  And  the  Angel  [aid  unto  her  ^  Fear  not 
Mary,  for  thou  haft  found  favour  with  GOD.  And  behold,  thou  jhalt  conceive 
in  thy  womb,  and  bring  forth  a  Son,  andjffalt  call  his  name  JE  SV  S. 

5«  The  Holy  Virgin  knew  her  felf  a  perfon  very  unlikely  to  be  a  mother,  for 

although  the  defires  of  becoming  a  Mother  to  the  M  E  S  S  I A  S  were  great 
hi  every  of  the  daughters  of  Jacob,  and  about  that  time  the  expe<^atioii 
of  his  revelation  was  high  and  pregnant,  and  therefore  Ihe  was  efpoufed  to 
an  honeft  and  a  juft  perfon  of  her  kinred  and  family,  and  fo  might  not  de- 
fpair  to  become  a  Mother,  yet  llie  was  a  perfon  of  a  rare  fanftity ,  and  fo 
mortified  a  fpirit,  that  for  all  this  defponfation  of  her  according  to  the  de- 
lires  of  her  parents,  and  the  cuftom  of  the  nation ,  flie  had  not  fet  one  ftep 
toward  the  confummation  of  her  marriage,fo  much  as  in  thought  *,  and  pot 
iibly  had  fet  her  felf  back  from  it  by  a  vowofchaftityandiioly  coelibate. 
For  Mary  faid  unto  the  Angel,  Howjhall  this  be,  feeing  I  know  not  a  tmn, 

4*  But  the  Angel,  wlio  was  a  perfon  of  diat  naan'e ,  which  knowes  no  con- 

junctions but  thofe  of  love  and  duty  j  knew  that  the  piety  of  her  foul ,  and 
the  religion  of  her  chaft  pui"pofes  was  a  great  imitatour  of  Angelical  puri- 
ty, and  therefore  perceived  where  the  Philofophy  of  her  queftion  did  con- 
Kft  ■,  and  being  taught  of  God,  declared,  that  the  manner  fhould  be  as  mi- 
raculous, as  the  melJage  it  felf  was  glorious.  For  the  Angel  told  her  that 
this  fhould  not  be  done  by  any  way  which  our  fin  and  the  ilvdmcofAdam 
had  unhallowed,  by  turning  Natuie  into  a  blufli,  and  forcing  her  to  a  retire- 
ment from  a  publick  attefting  the  means  of  her  own  prefervation  *,  but  the 
whole  matter  was  from  God,  and  fo  fhould  the  manner  be  *,  For  the  Angel 
faid  unto  her.  The  holy  Ghoftjh  all  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power  of  the  higheftjball 
ruerfhadow  thee^  therefore  alfo  that  holy  thing  which  jhail  be  born  ofthee,jhall  be 
called  the  Son  of  God. 

7.  When  the  BleOed  Virgin  was  fo  afccrtaind,  that  flie  fiiould  be  a  Mother 

and  a  Maid  *,  and  that  two  glories,  like  the  two  luminaries  cf  Heaven  fhould 
meet  in  her,  that  fue  might  in  fuch  a  way  become  the  Mother  of  her  Lord, 
that  fhe  might  with  better  advantages  be  his  fervant  j  then  all  her  hopes  and 
all  her  defires  received  fuch  fatisfaAion,  as  filled  all  the  comers  of  her  heart 
fomuch,  as  indeed  was  fain  to  make  room  for  its  reception.  But  fhe  to 
whom  the  greateft  things  of  B  eligion,  and  the  tranfportations  of  Devotion 
were  made  familiar  by  the  afl'iduiry  and  piety  of  her  daily  pradifes ,  how- 
ever file  was  full  of  joy,  yetfhe  was  carried  like  a  full  veflel  without  the 
violent  tolTmgs  ofatcmpeftuouspaflioB,  or  thewracksof  aftormyimagi- 

natioflf 
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nation  j  und  as  the  power  of  the  holy  Ghoft  did  defcend  Dpon  her  like  rain 
into  a  fleece  of  wooll,  without  any  obftrtperous  noifes  or  violences  to  na- 
tuie-,  but  oneiy  the  eyrraordinarinetle  of  an  eyaltation:  fo  her  fpirit  re- 
ceived it  with  the  gentlenelfe  and  tranquillity  fitted  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  fpirit  of  love^  and  a  quietnelfe  fynibolicall  to  the  holy  gueft  of  her 
fpotltfic  womb,  the  Lamb  of  God  *,  for  fiie  meekly  replyed,  Behold  the  hand- 
P'.aid  of  the  Lord^  be  it  unto  me  according  unto  thy  word.  And  the  angel  departed 
fomher^  Having  done  his  mefiage.  And  at  the  fame  time  the  holy  Spirit 
ofGod  did  make  her  to  conceive  in  her  womb  the  immaculate  Son  of  God, 
the  Saviour  of  the  World. 

t 

Ad.  Seft.   I. 

Confideration^  upon  the  Annunciation 

of  the  Bicflcd  Virgin  MARY,  and 

the  Conception  of  the  Holy  JESUS. 


I. 


^^.Hat  which  fhincs  brighteft  prefents  itfelffirft  to  the  eye, 
and  the  devout  foul  in  the  chain  of  e^icellentand  preti- 
oub  things,  which  are  reprefented  in  the  Counfel,  defigne, 
and  til  ft  beginnings  of  the  work  of  our  redemption,  hath 
notleifureto  attend  the  twinkling  of  the  leiferftars,  till 
ithath  ftood  and  admired  the  glory  and  eminenciesof  Cam  infer noj&Df 
the  Divine  love,  manifefted  in  the  incarnation  of  the  Word  p^ccan^do  "icimTi., 
eternall.  GodhadnonecefTity  inordertotheconfervatlonofhisheightning  fa""*^"  a^  no»  dcU 
his  own  felicity,  but  out  of  meer  and  perfeft  charity  and  the  bowels  of  S'f"ur  ii$T{>fi 'qui 
companion  ,fent  into  the  world  his  onely  Son  for  remedy  to  humane  mife-  pfccavimui,dpt«m 
ries,  to  innoble  our  nature  by  an  union  with  Divinity,  tofanaihe  it  with  i.6r<i.r. 
hisjuftice,  to  inrich  it  with  his  grace,  to  inftruft  it  with  hisdod'rine,  to 
fortifie  it  with  his  example,  to  refcue  it  from  fervitude,  to  alTeit  it  into  the 
liberty  of  the  foiis  of  God,  and  at  laftto  make  it  partaker  of  abeatificall 
Rerurre<^ion. 

God,  who  in  the  infinite  treafures  of  his  wifdom  and  providence,  could  q^ 

have  found  out  many  other  wayes  for  our  redemption  then  the  incarnation 
of  his  eternall  fon,  was  pleafed  to  choofe  this,  not  onely  that  the  remedy  by 
man  might  have  proportion  to  the  caufes  of  our  ruine,  whofe  introduaion 
and  intromiiTion  was  by  the  prevarication  of  man  ?  but  alfo  that  we  might 
with  freer  cTifpenfation  receive  the  influences  of  a  Saviour  with  whom  we 
communicate  in  nature ',  although  Abana  and  Pharpar^  rivers  of  Damafcus^ 
were  of  greater  Name  and  current  j  yet  they  were  not  fo  falutary  as  the  wa- 
ters oi  Jordan  to  cure  Naamans  leprofie  j  and  if  God  had  made  the  remedy 
©f  humane  nature  to  have  coki€  all  the  way  clothd  iu  prodigy,  and  every 

inl^anc 
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inftant  of  it's  execution  had  been  as  terrible,  atfrighting,  and  as  full  of  Ma- 
jeftie  as  the  apparitions  upon  Mount  Sinai^  yet  it  had  not  been  fo  ufefull  and 
complying  to  humane  necefiities,  as  was  me^  dtfcent  of  God  to  the  fufcep- 
ception  of  humane  Nature,  whereby  (as  in  all  medicaments)  the  cure  is  beft 
wrought  by  thofe  inftruments  which  have  the  feweft  diflbnancies  to  our 
temper,  and  are  the  neereft  to  our  conftitution.  For  thus  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  becam<humane, alluring,  fullof  invitation,  and  the  fweetneffes  of 
love,  e2(emplary,lTnmble  and  medicinall. 

And  if  we  confider  the  reafonablenelfe  of  the  thing,  what  can  be  given 
5*  more  excellent  for  the  redemption  of  Man,  then  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 

God  ?  And  what  can  more  ennoble  our  nature,  then  that  by  the  means  of 
*  ouod  f  tme  nuj.  ^^^  ^^^^  humauit)^  it  was  taken  up  into  the  "^  Cabinet  of  the  myfterious  Tri- 
ii»  Icitba! :  qjo'd  6  ulty  ?  What  better  advocate  could  we  have  for  us,then  he  that  is  appointed 
^'^^'!r!do'ider',''Jolcra'  ^o  be  out  Judge  ?  Aud  what  greater  hopes  of  reconciliation  can  be  imagin- 
afttciare  fe  in  bid-  ed,  theu  that  God,  in  whofe  power  it  is  to  give  an  abfolute  pardon,  hath 
^.PriM<^fM.  taken  a  new  nature,  entcrtamd  an  oftice,  and  undergone  a  lire  or  poverty 

withapurpofe  to  procure  our  pardon?  For  now,  though  as  the  righteous 
Judge  he  will  judge  the  nations  righteoufly  ',  yet  by  the  fufception  of  our 
nature,  and  it's  appendant  crimes  he  is  become  a  party  v  and  having  ob- 
liged himfelf  as  man,  as  he  is  God  he  will  fatisfie,  by  putting  the  value  of 
an  infinite  merit  to  theaftionsandfufterings  of  his  humanity.  And  if  he  had 
not  been  God,  he  could  not  have  given  us  remedy  j  if  he  had  not  been 
man,  we  fhould  have  wanted  the  excellency  of  example. 
j^.  And  till  now,  liumane  nature  was  lefle  then  that  of  Angels  *,  but  by  the 

Incarnation  of  the  Word?  was  to  be  exalted  above  the  Cherubims  •,  yet 
^  uya6J  /'  icTef/  the  ^  Archangel  Gabriel  being  difpacht  in  Embaflie  to  reprefent  the  joy  and 
•feiiAv.©-*/'-  exalration  of  his  inferiour,  inftantly  trims  his  wings  with  love  and  obe- 
:joltiy}inTzc^  dicucc,  and  hafiens  with  this  narrative  to  the  holy  Virgin*,  And  if  we 
ec6»t>> .  fhculd  reduce  our  prayers  to  adion,  and  do  Gods  will  on  earth,  as  the 

Mi, hPj,(iii£.  Angels  in  heaven  do  it,  we  fhould  promptly  execute  every  psrt  of  the 
Divine  will,  though  it  were  to  be  inftrument^ill  to  the  exaltation  of  a  Bro- 
ther above  cur  felves ',  knowing  no  end  but  conformity  to  the  Divine 
will,  and  making  fimplicity  of  intention  to  be  the  fringes  and  exteriour 
borders  of  our  garments. 
5*  When  tlie  eternall  God  meant  to  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  be  fixt  to  our  center, 

he  chofe  for  his  mother  a  holy  perfon  and  a  maid,but  yet  affianced  to  a  juft 
man,  that  he  might  not  onely  be  fecure  in  the  innocency,  but  alfo  provided 
for  in  the  reputation  cf  his  holy  Mother.  Teaching  us,  thatwemuftnot 
onely  fatisfie  out  felves  in  the  purity  of  our  purpofes  and  hearty  innocence, 
but  that  we  nmii  provide  alfo  things  honefl  in  the  fight  of  all  men ',  being  free 
from  the  fufpicion  and  femblances  of  evil ',  fo  making  provil^on  for  private 
innocence  and  publike  honefty ',  it  being  necefiary  in  order  to  charity 
and  edification  of  our  Brethren,  that  we  hold  forth  no  impure  frames  or 
fmoaking  firebrands,  but  pure  and  trimm'd  lamps  in  the  eyes  of  all  the 
world. 
°'  And  yet  her  marriage  was  more  myOerious  y  for  as  befldes  the  miracle 

it  was  an  eternall  honour  and  advancement  to  the  glory  of  Virginity,  that 
he  chofe  a  Virgin  for  his  Mother ,  fo  it  was  in  that  manner  attempered,  that 
rhe  VirgiE  was  betrothed  leaft  honorable  marriage,  might  be  difireputed, 

and 
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and  feem  inglorious  by  a  pofitive  reje<aion  from  any  participation  of  the 
honour. 

The  Angel  in  his  addrelTe  needed  not  to  go  in  mqiiifition  after  a  wan-  7, 

dringtire,  but  knew  fhe  was  aftarfixt  in  her  own  Orb;  he  found  her 
«t  home,  and  leaft  that  alfo  niight  be  too  largeaCircuir,  fhe  wasyet  con- 
fined to  a  more  intimate  retirements  fhe  was  in  her  Oratory  private  and 
devout  •,  there  are  fome  *  curiofities  fo  bold  and  determinate  as  to  tell  the 
very  matter  of  her  prayer,  and  that  fhe  was  praying  for  the  falvation  of 
all  the*  world,  and  the  revelation  of  the  Afejfia^^  defiring  fhe  might  be 
fo  happy,  as  to  kilTe  the  feet  of  her  who  fliould  have  the  glory  to  be  his 
Mother.  We  have  nofecuiity  of  the  particuhf,  but  there  is  no  piety  fo 
diffident  as  to  require  a  figne  to  create  a  belief  that  her  imployment  at  the 
infiant  was  holy  and  religious  -,  but  in  that  difpofition  flie  received  a  grace, 
which  the  greateft  Queens, would  have  purchafed  with  the  quitting  of  their 
Diadems  •,  and  hath  conligned  an  excellent  Document  to  all  women,  that 
they  accuftomethemfclves  often  to  thofe  retirements,  where  none  but  God 
and  his  Angels  can  have  admittance.  For  the  holy  JESUS  can  come  to  them 
too,and  dwel  with  them,hallowing  their  fouls,and  configning  their  bodies  to 
a  participation  of  all  his  glories.Butrecolled:ing  of  all  ourfcattered  thoughts 
and  exteriour  extravagancies,  <rnd  a  receding  from  the  inconveniences  of 
a  too  free  Converfation  is  the  be(\  Circumftance  to  difpofe  us  to  a  heavenly 
vifitation. 

The  holy  Virgin  when  fhe  faw  an  Angel,  and  heard  a  tef^imony  from 
heaven  of  her  grace  and  piety,  was  troubled  within  herfelf  at  the  falutation, 
and  the  manner  of  it.  For  fhe  had  learnd,  that  the  afilaence  of  divine  com- 
forts and  pro^erous  fuccefies  fhould  not  exempt  us  from  fear,  but  make 
it  the  more  prudent  and  wary,  leaft  it  inrangle  us  in  a  vanity  of  Spirit : 
God  having  ordered  that  our  Spirits  fhould  be  afleded  with  difpofitions  in 
fome  degrees  contrariant  to  exteriour  events,  that  we  be  fearfull  in  the 
affluence  of  profpcrous  things,  and  joyfuU  in  adverfity,  as  knowing  that  this 
may  produce  benefit  and  advantage  ',  and  the  changes  that  are  confequeftc 
to  the  other  are  fometinies  fall  of  mifchiefs,  but  alwayes  of  danger.  But  her 
filence  and  fear  were  her  guardians  j  that^  zo  prevent  excrefcencies  of  joy, 
this^  of  vainer  complacency. 

And  it  is  not  altogether  inconfiderable  to  obferve  that  the  holy  Virgin 
came  to  this  great  perfe<^ion  and  ftate  of  piety  by  a  few,  and  thofe,  modefl: 
and  even  exercifes,and  externall  adions.  S.  Paul  travelled  over  the  wcrld, 
preached  to  the  Gentiles,  difputed  againfl  the  Jews,  confounded  Hxreticks, 
viait  excellently  learned  letters,  fuftered  dangers,  injuries,  affronts  and  per- 
fecutions  to  the  height  of  wonder,  and  by  thefe  violences  of  life,  a<^ion 
and  patience  obtained  the  crown  of  an  excellent  religion  and  devotion: 
But  the  holy  Virgin,although  fhe  was  ingaged  fometimes  in  an  ad:ive  life,and 
in  the  exercife  of  an  ordinary  and  fmall  oeconomy  and  government  of  a 
family  yet  fhe  arrived  to  her  perfe<ftions  by  the  means  of  a  quiet  and  filent 
piety  '■,  the  internall  adions  of  love,  devotion  and  contemplation  :  and 
inff  rafts  us,  that  not  onely  thofe  who  have  opportunity  and  powers  of  a  mag- 
nificent religion  or  a  pompous  charity,  or  miraculous  converfion  of  fouls,  or 
afTiduous  and  effeftuall  preachings,  or  exteriour  demonffrations  of  corporall 
mercy,  fhall  have  the  greatefi:  crowns  and  the  addition  of  degrees  and  ac- 
cidental! rewaids :  but  the  filent  affeftions,  the  fplendours  of  an  internall 

B  devotion 


I8  THE  PKAYER. 

devotion,  the  unions  of  love,  humility  and  obedience,  the  daily  efficescf 
prayer  and  praifes  fung  to  God,  the  ads  of  faith  and  fear,  of  patience  and 
lueekneffe,  of  hope  and  reverence,  repentance  and  charity,  and  thofe  graces 
which  walk  in  a  vail  and  filence  make  great  afcents  to  God,  and  as  fme  pro- 
grefie  to  favoui"  and  a  crown,  as  the- more  oftentcus  and  laborious  exercifes 
of  a  more  foleum  religion.  No  man  needs  to  complain  of  want  of  power, 
or  opportunities  for  religious  perfections  *,  a  devout  woman  in  her  clofet, 
praying  wich  much  zeal  and  atie<^ions  for  the  converfion  of  fouls,  is  in  the 
fame  order  to  a  jhmng-,  hk§  the  ftars  in  glory ^  as  he,  who  by  e^'cellent  dif- 
■  comfes  puts  it  into  a  more  forward  difpofition  tobeadually  pei  formed. 
And  pofFibly  her  prayers  obtained  energy  and  force  to  my  Sermon,  and 
made  the  ground  fraitfuli,  and  the  feed  fpring  up  to  life  eternall.  Many 
times  God  is  prefent  in  the  ftill  voice,  and  private  retirements  of  a  quiet  re- 
ligion, and  the  conftant  fpiritualities  of  an  ordinary  life  j  when  the  loud 
and  impetuous  windes,  and  the  fliining  fires  of  more  laborious,  and  expen- 
iive  anions  are  profitable  to  others  onely,  like  a  tree  cf  Balfome  diftilliug 
]^retious  liquour  for  others,  not  for  its  own  ufe. 

The  Prayer. 

O  Eternall  and  Abnighty  God,  who  didft  fend  thy  holy  Angelin  emhajfy  to  the 
blejfed  Virgin-Mother  of  our  Lord,  to  manifefi  the  acluamg  thine  ^eternall 
purpofe  of  the  redemption  ofmankjnde  by  the  incarnation  of  thine  eternall  f on  \  put. 
me  by  the  ajfjftances  of  thy  Divine  grace  into  fuch  holy  difpofitiom,  that  I  may 
never  impede  the  event  and  effeU  of  thofe  mercies,  which  m  the  Councells  of  thy 
predejlinationthou  didft  defigne  forme.  Give  me  a  promptnejfe  to  obey  thee  to  the 
degree  andfemblance  of  Angelicall  alacrity  •,  give  me  holy  purity  and  piety,  prudence 
and  modefty,  like  thofe  excellencies  which  thou  didft  create  in  the  ever  blejfed  Vir- 
gin the  Mother  of  God  ;  grant  >hat  myimployment  be  alwayes  holy ..unmixt  with 
worldly  a  felons,  and  as  much  as  my<ondition  of  life  will  bear,  retired  from  fecular 
interefls  and  difturbances,  that  Imaay  converfe  with  Angels,  entertain  the  holy 
JESVS,  conceive  him :n  my  Soul,  nourift)  himwith  the  exprejfes of  moff  innocent 
and  holy  afe^ions,  and  bring  him  forth  andpublijl)  him  in  a  life  of  piety  and  obedi- 
ence.that  he  may  dwell  in  me  for  ever,  and  I  may  for  ever  dwellwith  him  in  the 
houfe  ofeternallpleafures  and  glories  world  without  end.  Amen. 
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Sea.  2. 

The  bearingofjESVSin  the  womb  of 
the  blejjed   Virgin. 

Lthough  the  blcffed  Virgin  had  a  faith  as  prompt  and  ready  as 
her  body  was  chaft,  and  her  foul  pure,  yet  God,  who  ufes  to 
give  full  meafure,  fhaken  together, and  running  over,  did  by 
way  of  confirmation  and  fixing  the  confidence  of  her  aflent 
give  an  inftance  of  his  omnipotency  in  the  very  particu- 
lar of  an  extraordinary  conception :  For  the  Angel  faid.  Be- 
hold thy  coufin  Eli:(abeth  hath  a!fo  conceived  a  fonmherold  age.  and  this  is  the 
fixt  moneth  with  her  that  was  called  barren :  for  with  God  nothing  jhall  be  im- 
fofjble.  A  lelTe  argument  would  have  fatisfied  the  neceflity  of  a  faith,  which 
iad  no  fcnrple ',  and  a  greater  would  not  have  done  it  in  the  mcredulity 
of  an  ungentle  and  pertinacious  fpirit.  But  the  holy  Maid  had  complacency 
enough  ia  the  meflTage,  and  holy  defires  about  her  to  carry  her  under frand- 
ing  as  far  as  her  afleSlons,  even  to  the  fruition  of  the  Angels  meflage,  which 
is  fuch  a  fublimiry  of  faith,  thit  it  is  its  utmoft  confummation,  and  fhall  be 
its  crown  when  our  faith  is  turned  into  vifion,  our  hopes  into  aftuall  poITef- 
fions,  and  our  grace  into  glory . 

Andfhe,  who  was  now  full  of  God,  bearing  God  in  her  virgin  womb, 
and  the  holy  Spirit  in  her  heart,  who  had  alfo  overfhadowed  her,  enabling 
her  toafupernaturalland  miraculous  conception,  arojewith  haftemd  glad- 
nelTe  to  communicate  that  joy  which  was  defignd  for  all  the  world  h  and  fhe 
found  no  breaft  to  pour  forth  the  firft  emanations  of  her  overjoyed  heart,  fo 
fit  as  her  coufin  Elixabeths^  who  had  received  reftimony  from  God  to  have 
been  righteous^  walking  in  all  the  cormrAndments  of  the  Lord  blamelejfe^  who  alfo 
had  a  fpeciall  portion  in  this  great  honour  ',  for  flie  was  defignd  to  be  the 
mother  of  the  Bajitifl  who  was  fcnt  as  a  forerunner  to  prepare  the  wayes  of  the 
Lord^  and  to  make  his  paths  fir  aight^  and  Mary  arofe  inthofe  dayes  and  went  into 
the  hill  country  with  haft  into  a  city  ofjudah. 

Her  haft  was  in  proportion  toher  joy  and  defires,  but  yet  went  no  great- 
er pace  then  her  religion ',  fcr  as  in  her  journey  fhe  came  neer  to  Jerufaleni, 
file  turned  in  that  flie  might  vifit  his  temple,  Whofe  Temple  fhe  her  felf  was 
now ',  and  there,  not  onely  to  remember  the  pleafures  of  religion,  which  fhe 
had  felt  in  continuall  defcents  and  fiiowres  falling  on  her  pious  heart 
for  the  fpace  of  eleven  yeers  attendance  there  in  her  childhood ,  but 
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alfo  to  pay  the  firfi:  fruics  of  her  thanks,  and  joy,  and  to  lay  all  her  glory  ac 
his  feet,  whofe  humble  handmaid  fhe  was  in  the  greateft  honour  of  being 
his  blelTed  mother.  Having  worfliipped,  fhe  went  on  her  journey,  and  entered 
into  the  houfe  of  Zacharus  andfahited  Elizjtbeth. 
4.  It  is  not  eafy  to  imagin  whatacoilifion  of  joyeswasatthis  blef!ed  meet- 

ing ',  nvo  mothers  of  two  great  Pyinces,  the  one  the  greateji  that  was 
born  of  woman,  and  the  other  was  his  Lord,  and  thefe  made  mothers  by 
two  miracles,  met  together  with  joy  and  myfteriournefle,where  the  Mother 
of  our  Lord,  went  to  vi  (it  the  mother  of  his  fervant,and  the  holy  Ghoft  made 
the  meeting  fefl:ivall,and  defcended  upon  Elizabeth  and  fhe  prophe lied. Ne- 
ver but  in  heaven  was  there  more  joy  and  exrafie.  The  perfons  were  women 
whofe  fancies  and  afl^ftions  were  not  onely  hallowed,  but  made  pregnant 
and  big  with  religion,  meeting  together  to  compare  and  unite  their  joyes, 
and  their  Eucharift,  and  then  made  propheticall  and  infpired,  muft  needs 
have  drfcourfed  like  Seraphims  and  themoft  extaiied  order  of  intelligen- 
cies  7  for  all  the  faculties  of  nature  were  ruined  into  grace,  and  exprelfed 
in  their  way,  the  excellent  folemnitie.  For  it  came  topaffe  when  Elj:^abeth 
heard  the  falutation  of  Mary,  the  Babe  leaped  in  her  womb',  and  Elt:(abeth  was 
filled  with  the  holy  Ghoft. 
5»  After  they  had  both  prophefyed  and  fang  their  hymns,  and  refaluted 

each  other  with  the  religion  of  faints,  and  the  joyes  of  Angels,  Mary  abode 
with  her  coufin  EliT^abetb,  about  three  moneths,  and  then  returned  to  her  own 
boufe.  Where  when  fhe  appeared  with  her  holy  burden  to  her  hufband  Jo- 
feph,  and  that  he  perceived  her  to  be  with  childe,  and  knew  that  he  had 
never  u?ifealed  t\mt  holy  fountain  oiyirg\m]\^unty^  he  was  troubled*,  fcr  al- 
though her  deportment  had  been  pious  and  chaft  to  a  miracle,  her  caiTiage 
refervedr  ^nd  fo  grave  that  ihe  drave  away  temptations  and  impure  vifits; 
and  all  unclean  purpofes  from  the  neighbourhood  of  her  holy  perfon  *,  yet 
when  he  faw  flie  was  with  chtlde,  and  had  not  yet  been  taught  a  lelTon  higher 
then  the  principles  of  natui'e,  he  was  minded  to  put  her  away,  for  he 
knew  fhe  was  with  childe  ',  but  yet  privily,  becaufe  he  was  a  good 
man ,  and  knew  her  piety  to  have  been  fuch,  that  it  had  almoft  done 
violence  to  his  fence,  and  made  him  difbelieve  what  was  vifible  and  noto- 
rious, and  therefore  he  would  do  it  privately.  But  while  he  thought  on  thefe 
things,  the  Angel  of  the  Lordappearedmto  himin  a  dream,  faying,  Jofeph,  thou 
fin  of  David,  fear  not  to  take  unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife,  for  that  which  is  con- 
ceived in  her,  is  of  the  holy  Ghoft.  Then  Jofeph  being  raifedfiomfteep,  didas  the 
Angehfths  Lord  had  bidden  him,  and  took,  unto  him  his  wife. 
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Confiderations  concerning  the  circumjlanees    . 
of  the  Jmewall  betwen  the  conception 

And  Hattvtty. 

Hen  the  bltfled  Virgin  was  afcertaind  of  the  manner  of  her  be- 
coming a  Mother,  and  that  her  treniMings  were  over  upon  rhe- 
fcciirity  llie  fliould  preferve  her  virgin  purity  as  a  clean  obla- 
tion to  the  honour  of  God,  then  Ibe  expreiiedher  conrent.i;o 
the  Angel icall  mefiage,  and  inftantly  fhe  conceived  thelioiy 
lESUS  in  her  womb  by  the  fupernaturall  and  divine  influence  of  the 
holy  Ghoft.  Tor  flie  was  highly  zealous  to  reconcile  her  being  Mother  to 
x\\i Mi^us^  with  thofe  purities  and  holy  coclibate,  which  Ihe  had  defignd 
to  keep  as  advantages  to  the  interefts  of  religion,  and  hi>  honour  who 
choleher  from  all  the  daughters  of  Adam  to  be  hiftrumentallpf  the  rtfti- 
ftution  of  grace  and  innocence  to  all  her  Fat^lers  family.  And  we  II14II  re- 
ceive benelit  from  fo  excellent  example,  i-i  V^e  be  not  fodefirous  of  i. 
^riviledge,  as  of  a  vertue  j  cf  honour  as  of  piety- '-,  and  as  y^c  ful^jmit  to  th$ 
height  and  preffiue  of  fadneffes,  and  infelicities  that  Gods^^  vyjll  may  beac* 
complifhed,  fo  we  niuH:  be  alfo  ready  to  renounce  an  exteriour  grace  or 
favoui-,  rather  then  it  fliould  not  be  coniiftent  wi  th  exemplar  ^nd  rare  piety. 
Wlien  the  Son  of  God  was  incarnate  in  the  womb  of  his  Virgin- Mother, 
the  holy  Maid  flro/e  j  and  though  llie  was  fupercxalted  by  an  hpnouj  greater 
then  the  world  yet  ever  lliw,  fhe  fti^ldwelt  ,upon  tl^ie  foundatip\i,pf  humility^ 
.and  to  make  that  verrue  morelignall  and  eq^inenr,  j/;edro/^  and,  went  hafti- 
\j  to  vifft  her  Coufin  £//:^d/'et/;,,whoalfo  had  conceived  afon  ip  her  old  age  j 
for  fo  we  all  fliould  be  curious  and  watchful!  -  againft  vanities  and  tranfporr 
tations,  when  we  are  advanc-ed  to  the  gayecies^  of  profperous  accidents 
and  in  the  greateft  privi  ledges  defcend  to  the  ioweff,  to  ex  ere  ife  a  greater 
'meafurt  of  vcrt^eagajhft:  the  dangei;  of  thofe  tentations  which  are  plavitei 
againft  our  heart  'to jruihe  our  hop^eb  and  glorjxjs.". '  ,  ;  ■   -   .         .  .i    :.; {  " .  • 
But  the joyesjthac  the  yicgin'Mother  had,,  wef.efuch  af  con^ci-ned  alj  the 
world,  and  that  pai"!. of  tfiQm,wtiichv/as  her  peculiar^^fne  would  not  ron^ 
cealefrom  perfons  apt  to  their  entertainment,  but  go  to  publilli  God,i 
mercy  toward  her  to  another  holy,  p^tfon, -tl;wxt)fey  might  joyn  in  the 
praifes  of  God  j  as3<iv)wing,  that  thougb  it  may  be  convenient  to  reprefcHt 
bur  ikrfoi-idil  neceflltU s .in  private,  .yet  Gods  2i>jc ipus  return^,  and  the'blef- 
fings  he  maizes  joctefcendc^n  us  ^ri^'iui^e  ii?,  yvheaxliere  is  ^}0  j)erfon^l 
"danger  '.coilaferall y  ij^^^endant^, '  tQ  ,be^^p\4?li(l}^,  i n,  .^he  GoQir|iunion  ^ 
Saints  \  that  :tfie  hpjp^cs  gr  gthevs  n.iay^  r^-ei^e^^'^cftaf^^ .  th^ip  dieir  faith  may 
have  confirmation,  that  plieir  ch'uiity  and  Euclwjft  may  grow  up  to  become 
excellent. and  Ir^at^andtho.pj^a^Jii^sof  (fad.maybefun^  aloud,  till  the 
fouijd  f\rik,esat  heaven^  and  joy n  with  the  Hallelujahs  which  the  mo/wn^ 
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22.         Al  Sea.  2.        CONSIDERATIONS  UPON  THE  INTERVALL 
^^  when  the  holy  vjrghi  had  begun  Iier  jqiirney,  fhe  made  haft  over  the 

mountains,  that  Ihe  might  not  onely  fatistie  the  defires  of  her  joy  by  a 
fpeedy  gratulation,  but  leaft  (he  fhould  be  too  long  abroad,  under  the 
difperfion  and  difcompoling  of  her  retirements :  And  therefore  (he  haft  ens 
,  to  an  inclofure,  to  her  Coufins  houfe,  as  knowing  that  all  vertuons  women, 
like  tor tojfef^  carry  their  houfe  on  their  heads,  and  their  chappeL  in  their 
heart,  and  their  danger  in  their  eye,  and  their  fouls  in  their  hands,  and  God 
in  all  their  anions.  And  indeed,  her  burden,  which  file  bare,  hindred  her 
not,  but  ftie  might  make  haft  enough  ?  for  as  her  fpirit  was  full  of  cheer- 
fulneOe  and  alacrity ,  fo  even  her  body  was  made  aery  and  vegete.  For 
there  was  no  fin  in  her  burden  to  fill  it  with  naturall  inconveniences-,  and 
there  is  this  e-Kcellency  in  all  fpirituall  things,  that  they  do  no  difadvantage 
to  our  perfons,  nor  retard  our  juft  temporal  1  inrerefts.  And  the  religion  by 
which  we  cany  CHRIST  within  us,  is  neither  fo  peevifli  as  to  difturbc 
our  health  -,  nor  fo  fad  as  to  difcompofe  our  jnft  and  modeft  cheerfulnefle  y 
nor  fo  prodigall  as  to  force  us  to  needs,  and  ignoble  trades ',  but  recreates 
our  body  by  the  medicine  of  holy  faftings  and  temperance',  fills  us  full  of 
ferenities  and  complacencies  by  the  fweetneflfes  of  a  holy  confcience,  and 
joyes  fpirituall  *,  promotes  our  temporall  interefts  by  the  gains  and  in- 
creafes  of  the  rewards  of  charity,  and  by  fecuring  Gods  providence  over  us^ 
while  we  are  in  the  purfuit  of  the  heavenly  kingdom.  And  as  in  thefe  dif- 
pofitions  fhe  climbd  the  mountains  with  much  facility :  fo  there  is  nothing 
in  our  whole  life  of  difficulty  greater  then  thofe  afPiftances  we  receive  from 
the  holy  eft  JESUS,  when  we  carry  him  about  us  i  as  the  valleys  are  exalted, 
fo  the  mountains  are  made  plain  before  us. 
5.  when  her  Coafin  Elizabeth  faw  the  Mother  of  her  Lord  come  to  vifit  her^ 

as  the  Lord  himfelf  defcended  to  vifit  all  the  world  in  great  humility, 
Ihewasblefdandtranfported  to  the  height  of  wonder,  and  prophecy,  aril 
fhe  babe  fprang  in  her  womb  and  was  fan<^ified,  firft  doing  his  homage  and 
adoration  to  his  Lord,that  was  in  prefence.  And  we  alfo,although  we  can  do 
nothing,  unleflfe  the  Lord  firft  prevent  us  with  his  gracious  vilitation',  yet 
if  he  firft  come  unto  us,  and  we  accept  and  entertain  him  with  the  exprefies 
and  correfpondencies  of  our  duty,  we  ftiall  receive  the  grace  and  honour  of 
fandification.  But  if  S.  Elixjtbeth^  who  received  teftimony  from  God  diat 
fhe  walked  in  all  the  Conmiandraents  of  the  Lord  blamelelfe,was  carried  in- 
to extafie  wondring  at  the  dignation  and  favour  done  to  her,  by  the  Mother 
of  her  Lord',  with  what  preparations  and  holy  folemnities  ought  we  to 
entertain  his  addreflfes  to  us  by  his  holy  Sacrament,  by  the  immiflions  of 
his  Spirit,  by  the  afTiftauces  cf  his  graces,  and  all  other  his  vouchfafings  and 
defcents  into  our  hearts  ? 
4,  The  bleflfed  Virgin  hearmg  her  Coufin  fttll  of  fprrit  and  prophecy,  calling 

her  bkjfed^  and  prayfing  her  faith  and  confirming  her  joy,  inftantly  fang 
her  hymn  to  God,  returnmg  thofe  praifes  which  fhe  received  to  him  to 
whom  they  did  appertain.  For  fo  we  fhould  woifhip  God  with  all  our 
prayfes,  being  willing  upon  no  other  condition  to  extend  one  hand  to  re- 
ceive our  own  honour,  but  that  with  the  other  we  might  tranfmjt  it  to  God. 
That  as  God  is  honoured  in  all  his  Creatures,  fo  he  may  be  honoured  in  us 
?oo :  looking  upon  the  graces  which  God  hath  given  us,  but  as  greater  in- 
ftruments  and  abilities  to  ferve  him,  being  none  of  ours,  but  talents  which 
are  efttrufted  into  our  banks  to  be  improved,  Bvit  as  a' |tf€Cious  pearl  \t 

orient 


BETWEEN  THE  CONCEPTION  AND  NATIVITY  Ad.Sc^^2.  '^'y 

orient  and  mediciiiall,  bccaufe  God  harh  placed  thofe  exorilencies  in  it 
for  ends  of  his  own,  but  itfelf  is  dead  to  all  apprehenfioHS  of  ir,  and 
knowsnorefl«donsof  itupon  it's  own  value,  onely  God  is  niagnihed  in 
his  work :  fo  is  every  pious  perfon, precious,  and  holy,  hut  morritied  to  all 
vainer  complacencies  in  thofe  fingularities  and  eniinencies  wliich  God 
plac'd  rhare,  becaufe  he  was  (o  pleafed  j  faying,  there  he  would  have  a 
Temple  built  j  becaufe  from  thence  be  would  take  delight  to  receive  gk)ry 
and  adoration.  « 

After  all  thefe  holy  and  fefti  vail  joy  es,  which  the  two  gkd  Mothers  feaft- 
ed  themfelves  withall,a  fad  cloud  did  mtervene  and  paft'd  before  the  face  of 
the  blefled  Virgin.  The  juft  and  righteous  7*/<rp/;  herefpoufed  Hulband, 
perceiving  her  to  be  with  childc,  was  minded  to  put  her  away,  as  not  know- 
ing the  divinity  of  the  fountain  which  watered  the  Virgins  fealed  and  hal- 
lowed womb  and  made  itfruitfull.  But  he  purpofcd  to  do  it  privily,that  he 
might  preferve  the  reputation  of  his  fpoufe,  whofe  piety  he  knew  was 
great,  and  was  forrowfuU  it  Ihould  now  fet  in  a  fad  night,  and  be  extind- 
Butitwas  an  exemplar  charity,  and  reads  to  us  a  rule  forourdepcrcment 
towards  erring  and  lapfed  perfons,  that  we  intreat  them  with  meeknef!e 
and  pity,  and  fear :  nut  haftening  their  ftiame,  nor  provoking  their  fpirit, 
nor  making  their  ren>edy  defperate,  by  ufing  of  them  rudely,  till  there  be 
no  worfe  thing  for  them  to  fear  if  they  fhould  be  diflblved  into  all  licenti- 
tioufneffe.  For  an  open  ftiame  is  commonly  protefted  unto,  when  it  « ,  j^^j^, ,  (.rfa«« 
remedilelTc,  and  the  perfon  either  defpairs  and  finks  under  the  buiden,  *  '  Lmuia. 

or  t\k  grows  impudent  and  tramples  upon  It.  But  the  gentlenelTc  of  a 
modeft,  and  charitable  remedy,  preferves  that  which  is  vertues  girdle,  feai 
andblnfhing,  and  the  beginning  of  apuniflimentchides  them  into  the 
hcrrourof  remembrance  and  guilt,  but  preferves  their  wieeknefle  and  mo- 
defty,  becaufe  they  not  feeling  the  wor ft  of  evils,  dare  not  venture  upon 
the  worfl:  of  fins. 

But  it  feems  the  blelTed  Virgin  having  received  this  greatcft  honour  *• 

hcdnot  madeic  known  to  her  hufband  Jofe^h^  and  when  fhe  went  to  her 
Gouf  n  Elizabeth^  the  Virgin  was  told  of  it  by  her  Couftn,  before  flie  fpake 
of  k  her  felf,  tor  her  Coufin  had  it  by  revelation  End  the  fpirit  of  prophecy. 
And  it  is  in  fome  circumftances,and  from  fonie  perfons  more  feciire  t®  con- 
ceal vifions,  and  thofe  heavenly  gifts  which  create  aiftimations  among  men, 
then  to  publifh  them,  which  may  poflibly  minifta"  to  vanity  j  And  thofe 
cxterioi:r  graces  may  do  Gods  work,  though  no  obferver  note  them,  but  the 
perfon  for  whofe  fake  they  are  fent.  Like  rain  falling  in  uninhabited  valleys, 
-where  no  eye  obferves  the  Ihower  j  yer  the  valleyes  laugh  and  fing  to  God 
in  theirrefreftmient  wWiour  a  v/irnel'e.  However,  it  is  better  to  hear  the 
report  our  good  things  from  the  mouths  cf  others,  then  from  ourfelves; 
«nd  better  yet  if  the  beauty  of  the  tabernacle  be  covered  with  fkins,  tliat 
jwne  of  our  beauties  be  feen  but  by  worfliippers,  that  is,  when  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  interefts  of  reUgion  or  charity  are  concernd  in  their  publi- 
cation. For  foir happened  to  he  in  the  cafe  of  the  blefi'ed  Virgin,  as  ftie 
related  to  her  Coufin  EH i^tethy  mid  to  it  happened  tiottobe,  as  flie  re- 
ferred to  her  hufband  /o/efk 

The  holy  Virgin  could  not  but  know,  that  Jfofeph  would  be  troubled  with  f  • 

forrow,  and  infecure  apprehenfions  concerning  her  being  with  childe,  but 
fuch  was  her  innocence  and  her  confidence  in  God,  diac  flie  held  her  peace, 

B  4  exijeding 
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cype<fting  which  way  God  would  provide'  a  remedy  to  the  inconvenience  5 
for  if  we  cotmrnt  ourjelvesto  God  in  well  doing  as  unto  a  faithful  Creatour  pre- 
fervingtherranquilliry  cf  ourfpirirs,  and  the  evenneffe  of  cnir  temper  in 
the  ailaiilc  of  infanw  and  dif-rtpuration,  G  O  D,  who  loves  .cur  innocence, 
will  be  its  patron,  and  will  aifert  it  from  the  fcandal,  -  if.  it  be  expedient 
forus',  ifitbenot,  itisnottitwe  fhoulddefire  it.  But  if  the  Holy  JESUS 
did  futl'er  his  Mothei*  to  fail  into  mif-interpretation  andfufped,  which 
could  not  but  be  a  great  atiiid:ion  to  her  excellent  fpirit,  rarely  teniperd,  as 
an  eye,  highly  fenfible  of  every  ruder  touch  *,  we  riiuft  not  think  it  ftrange, 
jfwe  be  tryed  and  prefied  with  a  calamity  and  uniiandfome  accidents  •, '  on- 
ly rcmeniber ,  that  G  O  D  vyill  finde  a  remedy  to  the  trouble ,  and  will 
lanetille  the  affiiftion  ^  and  fecure  theperfon,  ifwe  be  innocent  as  was  rh^ 
holy  Virgin.  .  .\\.    .  :  .  ' 

2  c.  But  fofspb  was  not  hafty  in  the  eyecution  of  his  purpofes,  nor  of  making 

his  thoughts  determinate,  but  ftood  long  in  deliberation,  and  longer  be- 
fore he  a<fted  it,  becaufe  it  was  an  invidious  matter,  and  a  rigour :  and  be- 
fore the  thing  was  irremediable,  GOD  ended  his  Queftion  by  a  heavenly 
demonfiration,  and  fent  an  Angel  to  reveal  to  him  the  innocence  of  his 
Spoufe ,  and  the  Divinity  of  her  Son  *,  and  that  he  was  an  imniediate  deri- 
vative from  Heaven,  and  the  Heir  of  all  the  World.  And  in  all  our  doubts 
we  fliall  I^aye  a  refoiution  from  Heaven  or  fome  of  its  Minifters,  if  we  have 
reeourfe  thither  for  a  guide,  andbenothaftyin  ourdifcourfeS,  or  inconfi- 
derate  in  our  purpofes,  or  rafh  in  judgement.  For  GOD  loves  to  give  af- 
liilances  to  us,  v/hcn  we  moft  fairly  and  prudently  endeavour,that  Grace  be 
not  put  to  do  all  our  work,but  to  facilitate  our  labour :  not  creating  new  fa- 
culties, but  improving  thofe  of  Natiue.  If  we  confidfir  warily,  G  O  D  will 
l?nide  us  in  the  deterniination :  But  a  hafty  perfon  eui-runs  his  guide,  pre- 
varicates his  rule,  and  very  often  engages  upon  erroui. 


T  HE    Pr  a  Y  ER. 

OHoIy  JESV^  Son  of  the  Eterndl  Gcd^  thyghry  is  far  above  all  Heavens, 
and  yet  thou  didjf  defcend  to  Earth,  that  thy  defcenttmghtbethemoregra^ 
cious^  by  hovp  nmch  thy  glories  were  admirable  ^  and  natural  and  in fepar able :  I 
adore  thy  holy  humanity  with  humble  veneration  ,  and  the  thankful  addrejfes  ofre^ 
hgiousjoy^  becaufe  thou  haff  perfonally  united  humane  nature  to  the  Eternal  Word, 
carrying  it  above  the  feats  of  the  higheft  Cherubim.  This  great  and  glorious  'Myl 
Jfery  is  the  honour  and  glory  of  man :  it  was  the  expeBation  of  our  Fathers ,  wht 
faw  the  myflerioufnejfe  of  thy  incarnation  at  great  and  obfcure  difiances :  Andblef^ 
fed  be  thy  Name^  that  thou  haft  caufedme  to  be  born  after  the  fulfilling  of  thy  pro. 
phecies^  and  the  confutrvnation  and  exhibition  of  fo  great  a  love,  fo  great  myfteri^ 
oufnejfe.  Holy  JESV^  though  I  admire  and  adore  the  immenfity  efthy  love  and 
condefcenfion,  who  wertpleafed  to  undergo  our  bur  dins  and  infirmties  for  us ,  yet 
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I  abhor  myfdfand  detej}  my  oii>n  iw^urhies^  which  were  fo  great  andcontradiBofy 
to  the  excellency  ofO  0  D,  that  to  deftroy  Sin  and  fave  us^  thou  wertfent  into  ths 
Worlds  to  dye  okr  death  for  Hs,  andto  give  us  of  thy  life. 


2, 


DEareJf  JfESV^  thou  didft  not  breathe  oneftgh^  norjhedone  drop  of  bloody 
nor  vceep  one  tear^  norfuffer  oneflripe,  nor  preach  one  Sermon  for  thefalva^ 
t'l-noftheDevjls;  and  what  fadneffe  and jhame  is  it  then  ^  that  I jhould caufe  fo 
many  irfufer able  bads  of  forrows  to  fall  upon  thy  facred  head  >  Thou  art  wholly 
giienjormi:^  wholly  [pent  upon  my  ufes  ^  and  wholly  for  every  one  of  the  ElelL 
Thou  m  the  beginning  of  the  work.ofour  redemption  djdfi  fufer  Jiine  moneths  /;«- 
prifonment  in  the  pure  womb  of  thy  Holy  Mother^  to  redeemme  from  the  eternal 
fervitude  of  Sin  and  its  miferable  confequents.  Holy  JE  S  V^  let  me  be  born  a~ 
new^  receive  a  new  birth  and  a  new  life ,  imitating  thy  graces  and  excellencies  by 
which  thou  art  beloved  of  thy  Father ,  and  haft  obtained  for  us  a  favour  and  atone- 
ment. Let  thy  holy  will  be  done  by  me .,  let  all  thy  will  be  wrought  in  me  .^  let  thy 
will  be  wrought  concerning  we,  that  I  ma^  do  thy  pie  a  fur  e  .^  and  fubmit  to  the 
difpenfation  of  thy  providence^  and  conform  to  thy  holy  wifl.,  and  may  forever 
ferve  thee  in  the  comtnunjon  of  Saints^  m  the  fociety  of  thy  redeemed  ones^  now  and 
jnthe  glories  of  eternity.    Amen.  ^ 
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The  Nativity  of  our  bleflcd  Saviour 
JESVS. 

1 .  ^^ffjl^gg  He  holy  Maid  Jongd  to  be  a  glad  Mother,  and  flie  who  carried 
a  burden ,  whole  proper  commenfuratioa  is  the  dayes  of 

Eternity  counted  the  tedious  minutes,  eyped^ing  when  the 
Sun  01  Righreoufnelle  lliould  break  forth  from  his  bed  where 
nine  moneths  he  hid  himfelfasbehinde  a  fruitful  cloud.  A- 
bout  the  fame  time  GOD,  who  in  hrs  infinite  wifdom  does  concentre,  and 
tye  together  in  one  end,  things  of  difparate  and  difproporrionate  natures, 
making  things_iniprobable  to  cooperate  to  wliat  Avonder  or  to  what  truth  he 
pleafes,  brougltt  the  holy  Virgin  to  Bethlehem  the  city  of  David  to  be  rax- 
ed with  her  hufband  Joftph,  according  to  a  Decree  upon  all  die  World  ilTu- 
ing  from  Auguftus  c/far.  But  this  hapned  in  this  conjnn<Sion  of  time,  that 
it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  by  the  Prophet  A/rci^^  .•  And  th-^u 
^  ^'  Bethlehem  in  fhe  land  ofjudah^  art  not  the  leaft  among  the  Prmes  ofjudah ,  for 

out  oftheefi) all  come  a  Governour^  thatjhall  rule  my  people  Jfraeh 

2.  She  that  had  conceived  by  the  operation  of  that  fpirir,  who  dwels  with- 
*  juxta -.ophnicutr.  in  the  element  oflove,  wasnowayes  impeded  in  her  journey ,by  thegreat- 
lir^^'cLw  <>  "^^^  of  her  buJden ,  but  arrived  at  Bethlehem  in  the  throng  of  ft  rangers, 
ii  hkd  ff7Tn\tti<t  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^Wtd  up  the  places  of  hofpitality  and  publickenterrainment, 
^  fifi''  ac"  ^^^^  there  was  no  roomfory^/e;)/;andyT'/dr;' inthe  Inne.  But  yet  fhe  felt 
,iV^  ^I'r-  ^^^^  '^^  ^^^  necej^ary  to  retire  where  file  might  fcftly  lay  her  burden,  who 
*''  ",  ^-ra/  began  now  to  call  at  the  gates  of  hrsprifon,  and  Nature  was  ready  to  let 
S]?,nc  JcfllduMf"  iii"^  forth.  But  The  that  was  Modier  to  the  King  cf  all  the  creatures,  could 
Ja^arurifr  unt  f  x  finde  no  other  but  a  flable,  ^  a  cave  of  a  rock  j  whither  flie  retired,  where 
fc'^vmmlchus ,  "^  wlwnk  began  to  be  with  her  after  the  manner  of  women,  flie  humbly  bow- 
«p7^  ih^TiTU)  ed  her  knees,,  in  thepofture  and  guife  of  worfliipper?  *,  and  in  the  midft  of 
S^e'^'io^fJsFanirh,.  glorious  thoughts  and  highe4\  fpeculatioH ,  brought  forth  her  firftMrn  inir 
Uigifatur.             the  world. 

3.  As  there  was  no  fin  in  the  conception,  fo  neither  had  fhe  pain  in  the 
produftion.  For  to  her  alone  did  not  the  punifnment  of  £t;e  extend,  that 
in  forrow  /he  jhould  bring  forth.  For  where  nothing  cf  fin  was  an  ingredient, 
there  mifery  cannot  cohabite.  And  as  to  conceive  by  the  holy  Ghoft  was 
glorious,  fo  to  bring  forth  any  of  t^e/rkn/  of  the  Spirit^h  joyful,  and  full  of 
felicities.  And  he  thar  came  from  his  grave  f^ift  tyed  with  a  ftonc  and  lig- 
mture,  and  into  the  Colledge of  Apoftles,  the  doors  being  jhut^and  into  the 
glories  of  his  Father  through  thefolid  orbs  of  all  the  Firmament^Cijn'.e  alfo 
(js  the  Church  pioully  beleeves)  into  the  World  fo,  widiout  doing  violence 
to  the  virginal  and  pure  body  of  his  Mother,  that  he  did  alfo  leave  her  vir- 
ginity entire,  to  be  as  a  feal,'  that  none  might  open  the  gate  of  that  San<^u- 
ary,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  fpoken  of  the  LORD  by  the  Pro* 

phec 
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phet,  Tim  gate  fnall  he  fl}utjtjhall  not  be  opened^  and  no  manfliallenterinby  tvt^^i. 
It,  becaufe  the  Lord  God  oflfrael  hath  entred  by  ;f,  therefore  itjhall  be /hut. 

Although  all  the  World  w(  re  concerned  in  the  birth  of  this  great  Prince,  4. 

yet  I  finde  no  ftory  of  any  one  that  miniftred  at  it,  fave  onely  Angels  who 
knew  their  duty  fo  their  LORD,  and  the  great  inrei  efts  of  that  perfon , 
whom,  as  foon  as  he  was  born  they  prefented  to  his  Mother,  who  could  not 
but  receive  him  with  a  joy,  next  to  the  rejoycings  of  glory  and  beatifick  vi- 
fion,  feeing  him  to  be  born  her  Ton,  who  was  the  Son  of  GODj  of  greater 
beauty  then  the  Sun,  purer  then  Angels,  more  loving  then  the  Seraphims, 
as  deer  as  the  eye  and  heart  of  G  O  D,  where  he  was  from  eternity  ingraven, 
his  beloved  and  his  onely  begotten. 

When  the  Virgin  Mother  now  felt  the  firft  tendernelfe  and  yernings  of  a  ^' 

Mothers  bowels  i  faw  the  Saviour  of  the  World  born,  poor  as  her  fortunes 
could  reprefenthini,  naked  as  the  innocence  of  ^^^m,  flie  took  him,  and 
rvrapt  him  mfwadlwg  clothes ,  and  after  fhe  had  awhile  cradled  him  in  her 
arms,  flie  laid  him  in  a  manger  i  for  fo  was  the  defigne  of  his  humility  , 
that  as  thclaft  Scene  of  his  life  was  reprefented  amongft  Theeves,  fo  the  "t^t'^Jo^^lsfc- 
firft  was  amongft  beafts,  the  fheep  and  the  oxen ;  according  to  that  myfte-  '*'•  i>»c  l*^- 
rious  hymn  of  the  Prophet  ^/>iz^«^.  His  brightnejfe  was  as  the  light  ^  he  had 
horns  coming  out  of  his  hand ,  and  there  was  the  hiding  of  his  power. 

But  this  place,  which  was  one  of  the  great  inftances  of  his  humility,  grew  ^k 

to  be  as  venerable  as  became  an  mftrument,  and  it  was  confecrared  into  a 
Church,  the  Ci  ib  into  an  Altar,  where  firft  lay  that  Lamb  of  G  O  D,  which  ^  cr.  3<d<i  de  loci* 
afterwards  was  facrificed  for  the  fins  of  all  the  World.  And  wiien  Adrian  the  ^^'^'''■^^■■^^ 
Empercur,  who  intended  a  great  defpight  to  it,  built  a  temple  to  Venus  ■•K'^""Mfl-4S. 
^\\6.  Adonis,  in  that  place,  where  the  holy  Virgin  Mother,  and  her  more 
holy  Son,  were  humbly  laid,  even  fo  he  could  not  obtain,  but  that  even 
amongft  the  Gentile  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  it  was  held 
in  an  account  far  above  fcandal  and  contempt.    For  GOD  can  ennoble 
even  the  meaneft  of  creatures ,  efpecially  if  ic  be  but  a  relative,  and  inftiu- 
mental  to  Religion,  higher  then  the  injuries  of  fcofters  and  malitiousper- 
fons.    But  itwasthena  Temple  full  of  Religion,  flill  of  glory,  when  An- 
gels were  the  Minifters,  the  holy  Virgin  was  the  worftiipper,  and  CHRIST 
the  Numen. 

Jd.  ScSt.  3. 

Cenfidsratiom  upon  the  birth  of  our  hie  [fed  Saviour 
J  E  S  V  S. 

Lthough  the  blefcd  ]  E  5  U  S  deiired  with  the  ardency  of  an  infl^ 

med  love  to  be  born,  and  to  finifti  the  work  of  our  Redemption^ 

yet  he  did  not  prevent  the  period  of  Nature ,  nor  break  the  laws 

cf  the  womb,  and  antedate  his  own  fanftions  which  he  had  efta- 

bliflied  for  ever.  Heftaidnia^moncthj,  and  then  brake  fortb  as  a  Giant 
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hy  full  to  run  his  courfe.  For  premature  and  hafty  anions,  and  fuch  councels  as 
know  not  how  to  expeft  the  times  appointed  in  Gods  decree,  are  like  hafiy 
fruit,  or  a  young  perfon  fnatcht  away  in  his  fiorid  age,  fad  and  untimely.  He 
that  haftens  to  enjoy  his  wiili  before  the  time,  raifes  his  own  e-xpeftation, 
and  yet  makes  it  unpleafant  by  impatience,  and  loofes  the  plcafure  of  the 
fruition,  whenitcomies,  becaufe  he  harfi  made  his  defires  bigger  then  the 
thing  can  fatisfie.  He  that  niuft  eat  an  hovr  before  his  time,  gives  probatica 
cf  his  intemperance  cr  his  weaknelTe  i  and  if  we  dare  net  truft:  God  with  the 
CircumftaiKe  of  the  event,  and  ftay  his  leifure,  either  we  difrepute  the 
mfmitv  o(  hi s  wifdom,  or  give  clear  demonftration  of  our  own  va ni  ry . 
2<  When  Goddefcendedtoesrrh,  hechofeto  be  born  in  the  fulunbs  and 

retirement  of  afmaHTcwn,biir  hewaspleafdtodie  at  Jerufalern^  tht  Me- 
tropolis cf  /«^A'4,which  chides  our  Ifiame  and  pride  who  arc  willing  to  pub- 
lifli  our  gayeties  in  Piazza's  and  the  corners  of  the  fireers  of  mcft  populous 
places,  bu  our  defeds  and  the  inftrumentscf  cur  humiliation  we  carry  into 
dcferts^and  cover  with  the  nighr,and  hide  tliem  under  ground,thinking  no  fe- 
crecy  darktenough  to  hide  our  lliam.e,ncr  any  theatre  large  enough  to  behold 
our  pompous  vanities  7  forfowe  make  provifions  for  pride,  and  take  great 
care  to  exclude  humility. 
2,  when  the  holy  Virgin  now  perceived  that  the  eypeftation  of  the  nations 

was  arrived,  at  the  very  doors  of  revelation  and  entr"ance  into  the  world,  flie 
brought  forth  the  holy  jESUS,who  like  light  through  tranfparant  gla(fe,paft 
through,  or  a  ripe  pomegranate  from  a  fruirfall  tree,  fell  to  the  earth  without 
doing  violence  to  its  Nude  and  Parent :  She  had  no  minifters  to  attend,  but 
angels,  and  neither  her  poverty  nor  her  piety  would  permit  her  to  provide 
other  Nurfes  ;■»  but  her  felf  did  the  ofiices  cf  a  tender  and  pious  parent. 
She  kiCed  him  and  worfhipped  him,  and  thankd  him  that  he  would  be 
born  of  her,  andlhefucklcdhini,  and  bound  him  in  herarmsandfwadling 
bands,  and  when  file  had  rcprefcnted  to  God  her  firfr  fcene  cf  joy  and  Eu- 
charif},  file  fcftly  laid  him  in  the  manger,  till  herdefires  and  his  own  ne- 
cefHties  called  her  to  take  him,  and  to  rock  him  foftly  in  her  arms:  and 
from  this  deportment  fhe  read  a  le<^ure  of  piety  and  maternall  csre,  which 
mothers  fliould  perform  toward  their  children  when  they  are  bcrn,  not  to 
yi€gM\  any  of  that  duty  which  nature  and  maternall  piety  requires. 

Jesus  was  pleafd  to  be  bcrn  of  a  pocr  mother  in  a  poor  place,  in  a  cold 

'4  win  rers  night,  far  from  home,  amongft  Grangers,  with  all  the  circumftances 

of  humility  and  poverty,  and  no  nian  will  have  caufe  to  complain  of  "hfs 

courfe'robe,'  if  Fie  re'mehihcrs  the  fwadling  clothes  of  this  holy  childe  :  nor 

to  be  difquieted  at  his  hard  bed  when  he  confiders  jESUS  laid  in  a  manger  •, 

nortobedifcontentedathis.thin  table,  when  he  calls  to  minde  the  King 

of  heaven  and  earth  was  fed yith  a  little  breaftniilk.  Butiince  iheercrnall 

wifdom  of  the  Father,,who,  knew  tochdqfe  the  good  and  refufe  the  evi), 

did  choofe  a  life  of  povertv,it  ^ves  u^demonftration,that  riches  and  honors, 

thofe  idols  cf  the  worlds  efteeml  are  fo  fai^from  creating   true  felicities, 

that  they  are  not  Gftke?7ife!ves  eligible  in  the  number  of  good  things ;  how- 

-i:ver  no'man  is  to  be  ifhamed  of  innocent  povehy,  ofwhicfi  many  wife  mln 

make  vows,  and  ofwhicli  the  holy  jESUS  made  eledion,  and  his  Apofllcs 

afterhim  made ptiblike  pre feffiom:" And  if  any  nran  will  ch<^re  and  delfght 

-in  the  affluence  of  temporal  1  good  things,  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  tranfported 

wiGh  captive  afteftiony  in  tliepkafures  of  everyday,  he  may  well  niakela 

\^-  r ;  queftion 
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queftion  whether  he  fhall  fpeed  as  well  hereafter,  f  iice  GODS  ufual  me- 
thcd  is,  that  they  onely  who  follow  CHRIST  here  ,  fhall  be  with  him 
forever. 

The  condition  of  the  perfon  who  was  born,  is  here  of  greateft  confide-  5« 

ration.  For  he  that  cried  in  the  manger,  that  fiickt  the  paps  of  a  Woman, 
that  hath  eypofed  himfelf  to  poverty  ,  and  a  world  of  inconveniencies ,  is 
the  Son  of  the  living  GOD',  of  the  fame  fubftance  with  his  Father  ,  be- 
gotten before  all  Ages,  before  the  morning  ftars  •,  he  is  G  O  D  eternal].  He 
is  alfo  by  reafon  of  the  perfonal  miion  of  the  Divinity  v/irh  his  humane  ma- 
ture, theSonofGOD,  not  by  adoption,  as  good  Men,  and  beatified 
Angels  ai-e-,  butby  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  generation.  He  is  the 
Heir  of  his  Fathers  glories  and  pofleflions,  not  by  fucceffioii,  (fcr  his  Fa- 
thtr  cannot  die,)  but  by  an  equality  of  communication :  He  is  the  exprelTc 
image  of  his  Fathers  perfon  according  to  both  natures  *,  the  miracle  and 
excelTe  of  his  God-head  being,.as  upon  wax,  imprinted  upon  all  the  capaci- 
ties of  his  humanity  :  And  after  all  this  he  is  our  Saviour  j  that  to  our  du- 
ties of  wonder  and  adoration,  we  may  adde  the  aft'eftions  cf  love  and  uni- 
on, as  himfelf,  befides  his  being  admirable  in  himfelf,  is  becom.e  protita- 
ble  to  us.  Vere  verbum  hoc  eft  abbrevmtun^  fairh  the  Prophet :  the  eternal 
Word  of  the  Father  is  fliortned  to  the  dimenfions  cf  an  infant. 

Here  then  are  concentred  the  prodigies  of  GreatnefTe  and  GoodnclTe,  cf  6. 

Wifdom  and  Charity,  of  MeeknelTe  and  Humility ;  and  march  all  the  way 
in  myOery  and  incomprehenfible  mixtures,  if  we  confider  him  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  his  Father,  where  he  is  feated  by  the  poftures  cf  love  and  eiTencia' 
felicity,  and  in  the  manger  where  love  alfo  placed  him ,  and  an  infinite 
def  re  to  communicate  his  felicities  to  us.  As  he  is  GOD,  his  throne  is  in 
Heaven,  and  he  fils  all  things  by  his  immenfity :  as  he  is  Man  he  is  circum- 
fcribed  by  an  uneafie  cradle,  and  cries  in  a  ftable.  As  he  is  G  O  D  ,  he  is 
feated  upon  a  fuperexalted  throne  *,  as  Man-,  expofed  to  the  loweft  eftate  of 
uneafinelfe  and  need.  As  G  O  D,  clothed  in  a  robe  of  glory  at  the  fame 
inftant  when  you  may  behold  and  wonder  at  his  humanity  jwriippcd  in  cheap 
and  unworthy  cradle-bands.  As  G  O  D  ,.  he  is  encircled  with  millions  of 
Angels  i  as  3/4^,  in  the  company  of  beafts:  As  GOD,  he  is  the  eternal  I 
Word  of  the  Father,  Eternal,  fuftained  by  himfelf,  all-fufficient  and  with- 
out need ',  and  yet  he  fubmitted  himfelf  to  a  condition  imperfed",  inglori- 
ous, indigent,  and  neceffitous :  and  this  confidtration  is  apt  and  natural  to 
produce  great  afte<^ions  of  love,  duty,  and  obedience,  defires  of  union  and 
conformity  to  his  (acred  Perfon,  life,  adions,  and  laws  i  that  we  refolve  all 
our  thoughts,  and  finally  determine  all  our  reafon,  and  our  pafhons,  and  ca- 
pacities upon  that  faying  of  S  Paul ,  He  that  loves  not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrrft, 
let  him  be  accurfed. 

Upontheconfiderationofthefeglorie?,  if  a  pious  foul  fliall  upon  the 
fupports  of  Faith  and  Love  enter  into  the  ftable  where  this  great  King  was 
born»  and  with  affeftions  behold  evtry  member  of  the  Holy  Body ,  and 
thence  pafie  into  the  Soul  of  ]  E  S  U  S,  we  may  fee  a  fcheme  of  holy  Me- 
ditations ,  enough  to  entertain  all  the  degrees  of  our  love ,  and  of  our  un- 
derftanding,  and  make  the  myfiery  of  the  Nativity  as  fruitful  of  holy 
thoughts,  as  it  was  of  blefFings  to  us.  And  it  may  ferve  inftead  of  a  defcrip- 
tion  ofthe  perfon  of  jESUS  conveyed  to  us  in  imperfe<^and  Apocry- 
phal fcbemes.  If  we  could  behold  his  facred  feety  with  thofe  afledions 

which 
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which  the  holy  Viiglndid,  we  have  tranfiiHCced  tousthofe  niyQeries  in 
fiory,  which  Ihe  had  firft  in  part?  bv  fpiricual  and  divine  infufed  light,  and 
afrenvards  by  obfcrvation.  Thofe  holy  feet  tender  and  unable  to  fupport 
his facred  body,  llionld  bear  him  over  all  the  Province  of  his  cure  wirh 
great  zeal  for  the  gaining  of  fouls,  to  the  belief  and  obedience  of  his  holy 
laws ',  thofe  are  d^^f€et  that  lliould  walk  upon  feas  and  hi  Is  of  water  as  up- 
on firm  pavement  h  at  which  the  Lepers  and  difeafed  perfons  fhould  ftoop 
and  gather  health  up  ,  which  Mary  Magdalen  fhould  wal"h  with  tears ,  and 
wipe  with  her  hair,  and  anoint  wirh  cofily  Nard,  as  expreffions  of  love  and 
adoration,  and  there  findeabfolution  and  remedy  for  her  fins  j  and  which 
finally  fnculd  be  rent  by  the  nails  of  the  Crof^e,  and  afterwards  afcend  a- 
bove  die  Heavens,  making  the  earth  to  be  his  footftool.  From  hence  take 
patterns  of  imitation  that  our  piety  befymbolical ,  that  our  afl'ed:ions  be 
paffionate  and  Euchariftical,  full  of  love,  and  wonder,  and  adoration  ,  that 
our  feet  tread  in  the  fame  fteps,  and  that  we  transfer  the  fymbol  into  myfte- 
ry ,  and  the  myfiery  to  devotion ,  praying  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  to  aftuate 
the  fame  mercies  in  us ,  which  were  finilhed  at  his  holy  feet,  forgiving 
our  fins,  healing  our  ficknelTes  h  and  then  place  our  felves  irremoveably,be- 
coming  his  Difciples,  and  ftriftly  obferving  die  rules  of  his  holy  inftitution, 
fitting  at  the  feet  of  this  our  greateftMalter. 
g.  In  the  fame  manner  a  pious  pcrfou  may  with  the  blefied  Virgin  pal!e  to 

the  confideration  of  his  holy  kands^  which  were  fo  often  lift  up  to  GOD  in 
prayer,  whofe  touch  was  miraculous  and  medicinal,  cleanfing  Lepers,  re- 
ftoring  perifhing  lim.bs,  opening  blinde  eyes,  railing  dead  perfons  to  life  *, 
thofe  hands  which  fed  many  thoufands  by  two  miracles  of  multiplication, 
that  purgd  the  Temple  from  prophaneneiTe,  that  in  a  facramental  manner 
bare  his  own  body ,  and  gaue  it  to  be  the  food  and  refrefliment  of  eleft 
fouls  ■,  and  after,  were  cloven  and  rent  upon  theCrolie,  till  the  wounds 
became  (cfter  the  refurreftion)  fomany  trafparencies  and  glorious  inftra- 
nients  of  fo]emn,fpiritual,  and  efficacious  benedid'ion.  Tranfmit  this  me- 
ditation into  attedions  and pradifes,  lifting  up jrKr^A^TjL-f/ in  prayer,  that 
Gir  Devotions  be  united  to  the  merits  of  his  glorious  interceffion;  and 
putting  our  felves  into /)?V/}^^^/ and  holy  providence,  let  us  beg  thofe  ef- 
fefts  upon  our  touls  and  fpiritual  cures ,  which  his  precious  hands  did  ope- 
rate upon  their  bodies,  transfening  thofe  fimilitudes  to  our  ghoftly  and 
perfonal  advantages. 
o.  We  may  alfo  behold  his  b-^ly  hreafl,  and  confider  9  that  there  lay  that  fa- 

cred  heart,  like  the  Dove  within  the  Ark,  fpeaking  peace  to  us,  being  the 
regiment  cf  love  and  fcfiows,  the  fountain  of  both  the  Sacraments,  running 
out  in  the  v^o  holy  ftreams  of  Blood  and  Water ,  when  the  rock  was  fmit- 
ten,  when  his  holy  fide  was  pierced :  and  there  with  S.  J^ohn  let  us  lay  01  r 
head,  and  place  our  heart,  and  thence  draw  a  treafure  of  holy  revelations 
and  affe<^ions ,  that  we  may  reft  in  him  only,  and  upon  him  lay  cur  bur- 
dens, filling  everv  corner  ofour  heart  with  thoughts  of  themoft  amiable 
and  betoved  J  E  S  U  S. 

In  IJke  manner  we  mav  uni  e  the  day  of  his  Nativity  with  the  day  of  his 
^^'         Paffion,  and  confider  all  the  parrs  of  his  body  as  it  was  inftrum.ental  in  all 
the  work  ofour  redemption,  andfo  inritate,  and  in  fome  proportion  par- 
take of  that  great  variety  of  fweetneffes  and  amorous  reflexes,  and  gracious 
intercourfes  which  palfed  between  the  blelTed  Virgin  and  the  holy  childe, 

according 
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according  to  his  prefent  capacities-,  and  the  clarity  of  that  light  which  was 
comniunicared  to  her  by  Divine  Infiifion  ',  and  all  the  members  of  this  blef- 
fed  childe,  his  eyes,  his  face^  his  head^  all  the  organs  of  his  fenfes  aiiord  varie- 
ty of  entertainment  and  motion  to  our  aftedions,  according  as  they  ferved 
in  their  feverul  iniploymcnts  and  cooperations  in  the  myficriesof  our  refti- 
tution. 

Buc  his  body  was  but  his  Souls  upper-garment ,  and  tlie  confiderations  of 
this  areas  immaterialandfpiritnalas  thefoul  itfelf,  and  more  immediate  ^^ 

to  the  myftery  of  the  Nativity.  This  (bul  is  of  the  fame  nature  and  fubftance 
with  ours-,  iuthis,  inferiour  to  the  Angels,  that  of  it  felfitis  incompleat 
and  difcurfive  in  a  lower  order  or  ratiocination  j  but  in  this,  fuperiour.  Firft, 
that  it  is  perfmally  united  to  the  Divinity  *,  full  of  the  holy  Ghofi-,  overrun- 
ing  with  grace,  which  was  difpenfed  to  it  without  meafure.  (And  by  the 
mediation  of  this  union ,  as  io  felf  is  exalted  far  above  all  orders  of  intelli- 
gences, fo  we  alfo  have  contrafted  alliance  with  GOD,  teaching  us  not  to 
unravel  our  excellencies  by  infamous  deportments.)  Secondly,  Here  alfo 
we  may  meditate,  that  his  memnry  is  indeterminable  and  uaaiieral^lc ,  ever 
remembring  to  do  us  good  ,  and  to  prefent  our  needs  to  GOD  by  the 
means  of  his  holy  interceOion.  Thirdly,  that  his  underfranding  is  withuuc  ig- 
norance ,  knowing  the  fecrets  of  our  hearts,  full  of  myfterious  fecrets  of 
his  Fathers  kingdom,  in  which  all  the  treafures  of  the  mfdom  and  know- 
ledge of  God  are  hidden.  Fourthly,  that  his  will  is  impeccable ,  entertained  c^'  /.: ;» 
with  an  uninteirupted  ad  of  love  to  G  O  D,  greater  then  all  Angels  and  be- 
atified fpirits  prefent  to  GOD  in  the  midfc  of  thetranfpcrrationsandra- 
vifimients  r.f  Paradife :  that  this  will  is  full  cf  love  to  us,  of  humility  in  it 
felf,  of  conformity  to  GO  D,v/holly  refign'd  by  afts  of  adoration  and  obe- 
dience •,  it  was  moved  by  (ix  wings,  zeal  of  the  honour  of  G  O  D,and  com- 
punftion  for  our  (ins,  pity  to  our  miferies,  and  hatred  of  our  impieties,  de- 
lircs  of  fatisfying  the  wrath  of  G  O  D ,  and  great  joy  at  the  confiderarion  of 
all  the  fruits  of  his  Nativity,  die  appeafing  of  his  Father,  the  redeniption  of 
liis  brethren.  And  upon  thefe  wings  he  mounted  up  into  the  throne  of  glo- 
ry, carrying  our  nature  with  him  above  the  feats  of  Angels.  Thefe  confide- 
rations prefent  themfelves  to  all,  that  with  piety  and  devotion  behold  the 
holy  Babe  lying  in  the  obfcure  and  humble  place  of  his  Nativity. 

The  Prayer. 

Holy  and  inmrortal  JESV  S^  I  adore  and  rcorjf)ip  thee  with  the  loweft  pro. 
flrations  and  humility  of  foul  and  body  ,  and  give  thee  all  thanks  for  that 
great  love  to  us.,  whereof  thy  nativity  hath  made  demonflration  ■■,  for  that  humility 
of  thine  exprejfedin  the  poor  and  ignoble  circumffances.,  which  thou  didfi  voluntari- 
ly ihrofe  in  the  mwner  of  thy  birth  j  and  I  prefent  to  thy  holy  Humanity  inchafed 
in  the  adorable  Divinity ,  my  body  and  foul  j  humbly  de firings  that  as  thon  didji 
elothe  thy  felf  with  a  humane  body.,  thou  mayefi  inveft  me  with  the  robes  ofrighte^ 
oufnejfe.,  co  vering  my  fins,  inabling  my  weakpejfes.,  andfuftaining  my  mortality,  till  I 
j1}  all  finally  in  conformty  to  thy  beauties  andperfe^ions  be  dothedw'tth  theftole  of 
ilory^  Ameiu 
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2. 

VCuchfafe  to  come  to  me  by  a  more  intimate  andfpiritud  approximatm  ,  that 
fo  thou  mayefi  lead  me  to  thy  Father  *,  for  of  my  felfl  cannot  move  one  ftep 
towards  thee,  fake  me  by  the  hand,  place  me  in  thy  heart  *,  that  there  I  may  Hvcy 
and  there  I  may  dye  :  that  as  thou  haft  united  our  nature  to  thy  eternal  being ,  thou 
mghteft  alfo  unite  my  per fon  to  thine  by  the  inter  iour  adunations  of  love  and  obedi- 
ence,  and  conformity.  Let  thyt^is  be  open  to  my  prayers,  thy  merciful  eyes  look, 
upon  my  miferies ,  thy  holy  hands  be  ftretcht  out  to  my  relief  and  fuccour  ',  let 
fome  of thoje  precious  diftillingttJiYS,  which  nature  arid  thy  companion,  and  thy 
fufferings  did  caufe  to  diftill  and  drop  from  thofefacred  fontinels :  Water  my  ftony 
heart ,  and  make  it  foft ,  apt  for  the  impreffions  of  a  melting,  obedient  and  corre- 
fponding  love ;  andmoifienmine  eyes,  that  I  may  upon  thy ftock.of pity  and  weeping, 
mourn  for  my  fins,  that  fo  my  tears  and  ^orrov^s  being  drops  of  water  coming  from 
that  holy  rock.,  may  indeed  be  united  unto  thine ,  and  made  precious  by  fuch  holy 
mixtures.  Amen. 

3- 

BLeJfed  JE  S  V ,  nm  that  thou  hafi  fanSlified  and  exalted  humane  nature, 
and  made,  even  my  bodyprecims  by  a  per fonal uniting  it  to  the  Divmity ',  teach 
mefo  reverently  to  account  of  it,  that  I  may  not  dare  to  profane  it  with  impure  lujts. 
or  caytive  affeBions ,  and  unhaJlow  that  ground  where  thy  holy  feet  have  troden. 
Give  to  me  ardent  defires,  and  efficacious  profecutions  of  thefe  holy  effelh.,  which 
thoudidfldefgne  for  us  in  thy  Nativity,  and  other  parts  of  our  rede>nption :  give 
me  great  confidence  in  thee,  which  thou  hafi  encouraged ,  by  the  exhibition  offo 
glorious  favours  j  great  forrow  and  confufion  of  face  at  the  fight  of  mine  own  im^ 
perfe^ions,  and  effratigments  and  great  dif}ances  from  thee  and  theperfeUions  of 
thy  foul  y  and  bring  me  to  thee  by  theflri^nejfes  of  a  T^ealous  and  afe^Honate  imita^ 
tion  ofthofefanBiiies,  which  next  to  the  hypofiatical  union,  added  lufire  and  excel- 
lency  to  thy  humanity ,  that  J  may  live  here  with  thee  in  the  expreffes  of  a  holy  life, 
and  dye  with  thee  by  mortification  ,  and  an  unwearied  patience  ^  and  reign  with 
thee  in  immortal glorks,world  without  end.  Amen. 
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Diicourfe.  i* 

Of  nnrfing  children  in  imitation  of  the 
Bleffed  Virgin-Mother. 

^  Hefe  latter  ages  of  the  world  have  decli  ned  hito  a  foftnefTe  i . 

above  the  efleminacy  of  Afian  Princes ,  and  have  con- 
nzdtd  cuftonies  which  thofe  innocent  and  healthfull 
dayesofourAnceftors  knew  not,  whofe  piety  was  natii-  I.uJkr  i2  pa«?!ita- 
^  _,^  rail,  whofe  charity  was  operative,whofe  policy  was  juft  and  ■  ^"^  domum,  atgi  dui- 
Ki^SeSS:  valiant,  and  whofe  oeconcmie  was  fmcerc  and  proportio-  S/i^  q°Viis ,  aut 
nabl^to  the  difpol^tions  and  reqiiiiites  of  nature.  And  in  c?'"'^^'^App"uir'*'''' 
this  particular  the  i^ood  women  of  "^  old,  gave  one  of  their  inftancesj  the  '^'>n'^  ^^"''"'^  '» 
greateft  perfonages  nurft  their  own  children,  did  the  work  of  Modiers,  and  Tt  aS.  " ""' 
thought  It  was  unlikely,  women  fhould  become  vertuous  by  ornaments  and 
hiperadditionsof  morality,  who  did  decline  the  laws  and  prefciiptions  of 
nature,  whofe  principles  fiiDply  us  with  the  firft,  and  moft  common  rules 
of  manners  and  n-ore  perfect  adions.  In  imitation  of  whom,  and  efpecially 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  who  was  ?mther  and  nurfe  to  the  holy  jESUS,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  correft  thofe  foftnefies  and  unnaturall  rejeaions  of  children, 
which  are  popular  up  to  a  cuftome  and  fafliion ,  even  where  no  necefjities 
of  nature  or  jufi  re^'^n  can  make  e>:cufe. 

And  I  cannot  diink  the  Qaeftion  dcfpicable,and  the  duty  of  nicaneft  con- 
nd^^^t\on,  although  it  be  fpecified  in  an  oflice  of  fmall  efteem,  and  fuggeft- 
ed  to  us  by  the  principles  of  reafon,  and  not  by  eypreh'e  fanftlons  of  divini- 
ty, for  although  other  aftions  are  more  perfeft  andfpirituall,  yet  this  is 
more  naturall  and  humane',  other  things  being  fuperadded  to  a  full  duty 
rife  higher,  but  this  builds  Wronger,  and  is  like  apart  of  the  foundation 
having  no  luf^re  but  nmch  (irength,  and  however  the  others  are  full  of  or- 
nament, yet  this  hath  in  it  fome  degrees  of  neccfTity  ,  and  poflibly  is  with 
more  danger  and  irregularity  omitted,then  a^-ions  which  (pread  their  leaves 
fairer,-and  look  more  gloricufly. 

I  Here  I  tirft  conlider,  that  there  are  many  (ins  in  the  fcene  of  the  body, 
and  the  matter  of  fobriety,  which  are  highly  criminall,  and  yet  the  laws  of 
GOD  exprefTed  in  fcripture  name  them  not  •,  but  men  are  taught  todiOin- 
guilhthemby  that  reafon  which  is  given  us  by  nature  and  is  imprinted  in 
our  underftanding  in  order  to  the  confervation  of  humane  kinde.  Forlince 
every  creature  hath  fomething  in  it  fufficient  to  propagate  the  kinde,  and 
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to  conferve  the  individuals  from  peiifliing  in  confufions  and  generall  dlfor- 
ders,  which  in  beafts  we  call  jnftM,  that  is,  an  habituall  or  prime  difpo- 
fition  to  do  certain  things  which  are  proportionable  to  the  end  whither  ic 
isdelignedj  nianalfo,  if  he  be  not  nicfe  imperf^?^,  niuft  have  the  like, 
and  becaufe  he  knows  and  makes  retle(Sions  upon  his  ov/n  a<fts,  and 
miderftands  the  reafon  of  it,  that  which  in  them  is  frt^/nsf/ ,  in  him,  is 
farthn    To<f'.  ^^^^^''iil  'veaf'^n^  which  is,  a  defire  to  preferve  himfelf  and  hisown  kinde, 
wei"  5r^.-.i'  «>-    ^^^'^  diiiers from  inflmc'r^  becaufe  he  underftands  his  jnftmU  and  the reafon- 
h-^^n-ZL,^'L-»i    ahleneHe  cf  it,  and  they  do  not.  But  becaufe  man  being  a  higher  thing 
xv7j\\iT-*lit       ^^^"  ^"  ^^^  ^^"^'-  ^^  creation  and  defignd  to  a  more  noble  end ,  m 
tartim  76^5)-  ^'^  animall  capacitie,  his  argumentaiive  inftini}  is  larger  then  die  naturall 
^\o<5»'>«3:iav     ^"^^^^^  ^^  beafts  j  for  he  hath  infrinds  in  him  in  order  to  the  con- 
KfumiTTVLv  V     f^ivation  of  fociety  j  and  therefore  hath  principles,  that  is,  he  hath 
u\J^\y^^^^y^/i^,  naturall  defires  to  it  for  his  own  good',  and  becaufe  he  underflands 
u?ufTo  K^oy-  ^^^"''  ^^^^y  ^^'^  called  principles^    and  Laws  of  nature^  but  are  no  o- 
T  "  "Iv*^"  ^^^^  ^^^^'^  ^^'^^  ^  ^^^^  "^^^  declared.  For  beafts  do  the  fame  things 
j/r^r  o'ti  ia.ifj.     ^^  ^^  '   '^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^')'   ^^^^  ^^^^  inclinations,   which  in  us  ^re  the 
9.10.     "  laws  of  nature,    even  all,  which  wc  have  in  order  to  cur  common 

end.  But  that  which  in  beafts  is  nature  ,  and  an  impulfive  force  ^ 
iirtjs  muft  be  duty  and  an  inviting  power ',  wemuft  do  the  fame  things 
With  an  a^uall  or  habituall  defignation  of  that  end,  to  which  GOD 
deiignes  beafts  (  fupplying  by  his  wifdom  their  want  of  underftand- 
ing)  and  then  what  is  tJieer  nature  in  them,  in  us  is  naturall  reafon. 
And  therefore  marriage  in  men  is  made  facred  ,  when  the  mixtures 
of  other  creatures  are  fo  meerly  riaturall,  that  they  are  not  capable 
of  being  vertuous,  becaufe  men  are  bound  to  intend  that  end  which 
GOD  made,  and  this  with  the  fuperaddition  of  other  ends,  of 
which  marriage  is  reprefentative  in  part  ,  and  in  part  elTediv<^, 
does  confecrate  maiTiage,  and  makes  it  holy  and  myfterious.  But 
then  there  are  in  marriage  many  duties,  which  we  are  taught  by  in- 
k'mdiy  that  is,  by  that  reafon,  whereby  we  underftand,  what  are  the 
beft  means  to  promote  the  end,  which  we  have  afTigned  us.  And  by 
thefe  laws  all  unnaturall  mixtures  are  made  unlavkfull,  and  the  de- 
cencies, which  are  to  be  obferved  in  marriage  are  prefcribed  ua  by 
this. 
.  2.     Upon  the  fuppofition  of  this  difcourfe  I  confider  again ,   that 

^'  although  to  obferve  this  inft!nd','br  thefe  laws  of  nature  (  in  which 

I  now  have  inftanced)  be  no  great  vertue  in  any  eminency  of  de- 
cree (  as  no  man  is  much  commended  frr  not  killing  himfelf ,  or 
tor  not  degenerating  into  beaftly  lufts  )  yet  to  prevaricate  fome  of 
thefe  laws  may  become  ainiofk  the  greateft:  fin  of  the  world.  And 
therefore  although  to  live  according  to  nature  be  a  tcftimony  fit  to 
be  given  to  a  fober  and  a  temperate  man,  and  rifes  no  higher  ;  ye« 
to  do  an  adion  againft  nature  is  the  greateft  difhonour  and  impiety 
in  the  world  (  I  mean  of  adions  whofe  fcene  lies  in  the  body  ) 
and  difcntitles  us  to  all  relations  to  GOD,  and  vicinity  to  ver- 
tue. 

9.    Now  amowgft  anions  which  we  are  taught  by   nature*,  fome 

5»  concern  the  being  and  the  ncceflities  of  nature  ;   fome  appertain  to 

her  convenience  and  advantage,  and  the  traalgreiBons  of  thefe  re- 
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fpefrV-ely  have  their  heightnings  or  deprefTjons  •,  and  therefore  to  kill 
a  man  is  worfe  then  fome  prairerna'turall  pollutions,  becaufe  more  de- 
ftrndrve  of  the  end  and  defrgnatlon  of  nature,  and  the  purpofe  of 
inftina- 

4.     Every  partcf  this  inftin^  is  then wi/jwe/ew/e  a  /4w,  when  it  is  in  6. 

a  direft  order  to  a  nccel^ary  end,  and  by  that  is  made,  is  reafonable.  I 
fiiy  [in  fome  fence  J  it  is  a  law,  rhatis,  it  is  in  a  neer  difpoftion  ro 
become  a  law.  It  is  a  rule  without  obligation  to  a  pi-rticular  punifhn:ent, 
beyond  the  effeft  of  the  nanirall  inordination  and  obliquity  of  thea<f^  v 
it  is  not  the  meafure  of  a  nicrall  good  or  evil  •,  but  of  the  narurall  •,  that 
is,  of  comely  and  uncomely.  For  if  in  the  individuals  it  fhculd  fail,  cr 
that  there  pafe  feme  greater  obligation  upon  the  perfon  in  order  to  a 
higher  end,not  coniiftent  with  thofe  means  defignd  in  order  to  the  lelTer  end, 
in  that  particular  it  is  no  fault,  but  fometimes  a  vertue.  And  therefore 
although  it  be  an  inftiniS",  or  reafonable  towards  many  purpofes,  that  eve- 
ry one  fhould  begetamaninhisown  image,  in  crder  to  the  prefervatici 
of  nature,  yet  if  there  be  a  fuperaddition  of  another  and  higher  cnd^ 
and  contrary  means  perfwaded  in  order  to  it  (fuch  as  is  holy  calibate  or 
virginity  in  crder  to  a  fpirituall  life  in  fome  perfons)  there  the  inftinft  of 
nature  is  very  far  from  pafling  obligation  upon  the  confcience  j  and  in  than 
inAanceceafes  to  be  reafonable.  And  therefore  the  Romans,  who  invited 
men  to  marriage  with  priviledges,  and  puniflied  morofe  and  ungentle 
nanires,  thatrefufedit,  yet  they  had  their  chafte  and  unmarried  Veftall?^ 
the  firft  in  order  to  the  Common  wealth,  thefe  in  a  neerer  order  to  religion. 

5-    Thefe  inftinds  or  reafonable  inducements  become  laws  obliging  us 
in  confci<fnce  and  in  the  way  of  religion,  and  the  breach  of  them  is  di-  '* 

redly  criminall  when  the  inftance  violates  any  endof  juft ice  or  charity,  or 
fobriety  either  defigned  in  natures  frft  intention,  or  fuperinduced  by  GOD 
or  man.  For  every  thing  that  is  unrcafonable  to  fome  certain  purpofe  is 
norprefently  criminall,  much  lefle  is  it  againft  the  law  of  nature  (  unlef^c 
every  man  that  goes  out  of  his  way  fins  againft  the  law  of  nature,)  and 
every  con tradi<^ing  of  a  natural  1  dciireor  inclination  i€  not  a  fin  againft  a 
law  of  nature.  For  the  reftraining  fome  timesofalawfulland  a  permitted 
defire  is  an  ad  of  a  great  vertue,  and  purfues  a  greater  reafon  ',  as  in  the 
former  inftance',  but  t^iofe  things  onely,  againft  which  fuch  a  r-eafon  as 
iTiixeswith  charity  or  jul'rice,  or  fomething  that  is  now  in  order  to  a  fur- 
ther end  of  a  commanded  inftance  cf  piety,  may  be  without  errour 
brought,  thofe  things  are  onely  criminall.  And  GOD  having  firft  made 
oiJT  inftinds  reafonable,  hath  now  made  our  reafon  and  inl^inds  to  be 
fpirituall,  and  having  fome  times  reftrained  our  inftinds  and  alwayes  made 
them  regular ,  he  hath  by  the  intermixture  of  other  principles  made  a 
feparationof  inftind  from  inftind,  leaving  one  in  the  forme  ofnaturall  in- 
clination, and  they  rife  no  higher  then  a  permiffion  cr  a  decency,  it  is 
lawfull,  or  it  is  comely  fo  to  do :  (  for  no  man  can  affirm  it  to  be  a" duty  to 
killhinj,  that  aflaults  my  life,  or  to  maintain  uiy  children  for  ever  without 
their  own  induftry,  when  they  are  able,  what  degrees  of  naturall  fond- 
nelTe  foever  I  have  towards  them  j  nor  that  I  fin,  if  I  do  not  marry,  when 
I  can  contain : )  and  yet  every  one  of  thefe  may  proceed  from  theafted- 
ionsand  firft  inclinations  of  nature^  but  untill  they  mingle  with  juftice, 
or  charity ,  or  fome  inftance  of  religion  and  obedience,  they  are  no 
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laws,  the  other  that  are  fo  mingled  being  raifed  to  duty,  andre  Kgion. 
Nature  inclines  us,  and  reafon  judges  it  apt  and  requifite  in  order 
to  certain  ends ,  but  then  every  particular  cf  it  is  made  to  be  an 
ad  of  religion  frum  fome  oiher  principle  :  as  yet,  it  is  hm  fit  and 
reafonable,  not  religion  and  particular  duty,  till  GOD  or  man  hath 
interpofed.  But  whatfcevtr  particular  in  nature  was  tit  to  be  made 
a  Law  of  religion  is  made  fuch  by  the  fuperaddition  cf  another  prin- 
ciple 9  and  this  is  derived  to  us  by  tradition  from  Adam  or  ^'oah  ^ 
or  elfe  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  confent  of  all  the  world  upon  a  na- 
turall  and  prompt  reafon,  or  eife  by  fome  other  inftrument  derived 
to  us  from  GOD  but  efpecialiy  by  the  Chriftian  religion,  which  hath 
adopted  all  thofe  things,  which  wc  call  thingr  honefu  things  comely  and 
things  of  good  report^  into  a  law  and  a  duty  as  appears  Pbilippians  4. 
yerfe  8.  • 

^\  "    Upon  thefe   propo(:tions  I  fliall  infer  by  way  of  inftance,  that   it 

is  a  duty  that  women  Ihould  nurfe  their  own  children.  For  firft  it  is 
taught  to  Women  by  that  inftinft  which  nature  hath  implanted  in 
them.  For  as  Phavorinus  the  Philofopher  difcourfed  ,  it  is  but  to 
be  half  a  Mother  to  bring  forth  Children  and  not  to  nourifli  them ; 
,.  and  it  is  fome  kinde  of  ahsrtionoran  e>:pofing  of  the  infant,  which 
tTz'  c  i^^'"^"^  in  the  reputation  of  all  wife  nations  is  infamous  and  uncharitable. 
And  if  the  name  of  Mother  be  an  appellative  of  atie<ftion,  and  in- 
deermenrs ,  why  fhould  the  Mother  be  willing  to  divide  it  with  a 
ftranger  ?  The  Earth  is  the  Mother  of  us  all,  not  onely  becaufe 
we  were  made  of  her  red  clay,  but  chiefly  that  ihc  daily  gives  us  food 
from  her  bowels  and  brcafts:  and  plants  and  beafts  give  nourilhment 
to  their  offsprings  after  their  produftion  with  greater  tendernelfe, 
then  they  bare  them  in  their  wombs  :  and  yet  Women  give  nou- 
rilhment to  the  Embryo,  which  whether  it  be  deformed  or  perfcft 
they  know  not,  and  cannot  love  what  they  never  faw,  and  yet  when 
they  do  fee  it,  when  they  have  rejoyced  that  a  Childe  is  born,  and 
forgotten  the  forrows  of  produftion,  they  who  then  can  firft  begin 
to  love  it,  if  they  begin  to  divorce  the  infant  from  the  Mother,  die 
Objed:  from  the  afteftion,  cut  of  the  opportunities  and  occafions  of 
their  charity  or  piety. 

For  why  hath  nature  given  to  Women  two  exuberant  fontinelk 
which  liks  *»'^  -^"^-^  ^^^^  '^^^  trfjnnes  feed  among  the  Lilies^  and  drop 
milk  like  dew  from  Hermon^  and  hath  invited  that  nourifhment 
from  the  fecret  receifes  where  the  infant  dwelt  at  fir  ft  ,  up  to  the 
breaft  where  natui-ally  now  the  childe 'is  aadled  in  the  entertain- 
ments of  love  and  maternall  embraces  ',  but  that  nature  having  re- 
moved the  Babe  and  cairied  its  meat  after  it,  intends  that  it  fiiould 
be  preferved  by  the  matter  and  ingredients  of  its  conftitution ,  and 
have  the  fanie  diet  prepared  with  a  more  mature  and  proportionable 
iigeftion  ?  If  nature  intended  them  not  for  nourifhment,  i  am  fine 
it  lef;e  intended  them  for  pride  and  wantonnef  c ;  they  are  needltlTe  eycre- 
fcencies  and  vices  of  nature,  unlefTe  imployed  in  natures  work  and  proper 
intendment.  And  if  it  be  a  matter  c*f  confideration  of  what  blood 
children  are  derived  i  we  may  alfo  confider  that^the  derivation  continues 
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after  the  birth ,  and  therefore  bating  the  fenfuality,  the  Nurfe  is  as  much 
the  Mother,  as  Ihe  that  brought  it  forth ,  and  fo  much  the  more ,  as  there 
is  a  longer  communication  of  conftituent  nourifhment  (for  To  are  the  firft 
emanations)  in  this  then  in  the  other.  So  that  here  is  firft  the  inftind  cr 
prime  intendment  of  Nature. 

2,  And  that  this  inftinft  may  alfo  become  humane  and  reafonable ,  we        j  o, 
fee  it  by  experience  in  many  plac-es,  that  Fofter-chJldreH  are  deerer  to  the 
Nurfe  then  to  the  Mother^  as  receiving  and  miniftring  refpeftively,  perpe- 
tual prettinefles  of  love,  and  fondnelTe,  and  n-ouble,and  need,  and  invitati- 
ons, and  all  the  inftruments  of  indeermenc,  befides  a  vicinity  of  difpofiti- 
ons,  and  relative  tempers  by  the  communication  of  blood  and  fpirits  from 
the  Nurfe  to  the  fuckling ,  which  makes  ufe  the  more  natural  and  nature 
more  accuftomed :  And  therefore  the  aftei^-ions,  which  thefe  expofed  and 
derelift  children  bear  to  their  Mothers,  have  no  grounds  of  nature  or  affi- 
dnity,  but  **"  civility  and  opinion  •-»  and  that  little  of  love  which  is  abated i» 
from  the  Fofter-parents  upon  publick  report  that  they  are  not  natural,  *obHterati»i  aho- 
that  little  IS  transferred  to  Mothers  upon  the  fame  opmion,  and  no  more.  dcmenMsq.Kqmdi- 
Hcnce  comes  thofe  unnatural  averfions ,  thofe  unrelenting  difpofitions,  '^,^f  ^^^'J;!""  q« 
thofe  carelefienelfes   and  incurious  deportments  towards  their  children,  Mjtrem  vi^^nrur^, 
which  are  fuch  ill-fown  feeds  from  whence  may  arife  up  a  bicrernei^e  of  dif-  Sliis^ine'^»W 
pofition  and  mutual  provocation.    Sometimes  children  are  exchanged  and  ;^^[fit' p'^l';!"^,. 
ai-tificial  baftardies  introduced  into  a  family ,  and  the  right  heir  fupplanted ',  fHdXGtUmn. 
at  the  beft,  though  there  happen  no  fuch  e-Ktravaganr  and  rare  accidents,  yet 
it  is  not  likely  djhanger  fhould  love  the  childe  better  then  the  Mother  j  and 
if  the  Mothers  care  could  fufter  it  to  be  expofed,  a  ftrangf^rs  care  may  fufler 
it  to  be  negle(Sed.    For  how  fhall  a  hireling  indiire  the  inconveniencies, 
the  tedioufnefleandunhandfomnelTesofanurfery,  when  Hie,  whofe  natu- 
ral affeftion  might  have  made  it  pleafanr,  out  of  wantonnefie  or  fofcnefle 
hath  declined  the  burden-  But  the  fad  accidents,  which  by  too  frequent  ob- 
fervation  are  daily  feen  hapning  to  Nurfe-children,  give  great  probation 
that  this  intendment  of  Nature  deligning  Mothers  to  be  the  Nurfes,  that 
their  atTedion  might  fecure  and  increafe  their  care,  and  the  CiU-e  befi:  provide 
for  the  babes,  is  moft  reafonable  and  proportionable  to  the  difcourfes  of 
humanity. 

But  as  this  inftind  was  made  reafonable,  fo  in  this  alfo  the  reafon  is  in        li. 
order  to  grace  and  fpiritual  efted:',  and  therefore  is  among  thofe  things 
which  GOD  hath  fepaiated  from  the  common  inftin<^s  of  nature.,  and 
made  properly  to  belawcsby  the  mi-xtures  of  juftice  and  Charity.  For  it  *  Nam  Gncehornm 
is  part  of  that  education  which  Mothers  as  a  duty  owe  to  their  children,  that  SS^acrTpim^ 
they  do  in  all  circumftances,  and  with  all  their  powers  which  G  O  D  to  that  g'/."^5j^/"  ^\)'"'"' 
purpofe  gave  them,  promote  their  capacities  and  improve  their  facultres  :  &nus&c';r  pa- 
^  Now  in  this  alfo  ,  as  the  temper  of  the  body  isconfderable  in  order  to  "u*o,m?xime  c"rl^ 
the  inclinations  of  the  foul,  fo  is  the  Nurfe  in  order  to  the  temper  of  the  '"'P*^"'''^^t'^"j'*;°fl; 
body  *,  and  a  Lamb  fucking  a  Gcat,  or  a  Kid  fucking  of  an  Ewe ,  change  (^'rmo"'  No'nribu* , 
their  tieece  and  hair  refpc(^tively,  fay  Naturalifts.    For  if  the  foul  of  a  Man  qu.^s  fi^s-»^po'f"-''»- 


pien'' 


vupriut 


were  put  into  the  body  of  a  Mole,  it  could  not  fee  nor  fpeak ,  becaufe  it  is  oTavi;.  2*'«j>/.  '-i. 
not  fitted  with  an  inftrument  apt  and  organical  to  the  faculty ',  and  when  "'" 
the  foul  hath  its  proper  inftruments,  its  mufxk  is  pi eafant  or  har fa  accord- 
ing to  the  fweetnefie  cr  the  uncvenneffe  of  the  firing  it  touches ',  For  D^z- 
v/3  himfelf  could  not  have  charm'd  Sauls  n\elancholy  fpirit  with  the  ftrings 
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cfhis  Eowe,  or  the  Wood  of  his  Spear.  And  juft  foj  ai^e  the  anions  or  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  foul,  angry  or  pleafanr,  luff  ful  or  cold  ^  querulous  or  pafTio- 
iiate ,  according  as  is,rhe  body  difpofed  by  the  various  intermixtures  of  na- 
tui'al  qualities  j  .and  as  the  carelelienef  e  cf  Nvrfes  have  foiiietimes  returned 
children  to  their  Parents,  crooked,  confuniptive  ,  haifftarved,  and  un- 
clean from  the  impurities  of  Nature  :  So  their  fociety  and  their  nourifh- 
ment  together  have  difpofed  them  to  peeviflmefei  to  luft,  to  drunkennelTe,. 
to  pride,  to  low  and  bafe  demeanours,  to  ftubborunefie :  and  as  a  Man 
would  have  been  unwilling  to  have  had  a  childe  by  Harfa^e^  Senecas  wives 
fool ;  fo  he  would  in  all  reafon  be  as  unwilling  to  have  had  her  to  be  the 
Nurfe  j  For  very  often ,  Mothers  by  the  birth  do  not  tranfmit  their  imper- 
fcftions,  yet  feldom  it  happens  but  the  Nurfe  does.    Which  is  the  more 
coniiderable,  becaufe  Nurfes  arecommonly  perfons  of  no  great  rank,  cer- 
tainly lower  then  the  Mother,and  by  confequence  liker  to  return  their  chil- 
dren with  the  lower  and  miore  fervile  conditions^  &  commonly  thofe  vainer 
people  teach  them  to  be  peevifii,  and  proud?  to  lye,  or  at  leall  feldom  give 
them  any  firfl:  principles  contrariant  to  the  Nurfes  vice.    And  therefore  ic 
concerns  the  Parents  care  5  in  order  to  a  vertuous  and  vitious  lifeofthe 
childe,  to  fecure  its  firft feafonings ;  becaufe,  whatever  it  fucks  in  firft,  it 
fwallows  and  believes  infinitely,  and  praftifes  eafily,  and  continues  longeH". 
"  And  this  is  moft  proper  for  a  Mothers  care,  while  the  Nurfe  thinks  that  gi- 
ving the  childe  (iick,  and  keeping  its  body  clean  is  all  her  duty.  But  the 
Mother  cannot  think  her  felf  fo  eafily  difcharged.    And  this  confideration 
is  materiall  in  all  cafes,  be  the  choice  of  the  Niu*fe  never  fo  prudent  and 
curious  *,  it  is  not  eafily  apprehended  to  be  the  portion  of  her  care  to  give 
it  fpiritual  milk,  and  therefore  it  intrenches  very  much  upon  impiety  and 
pofitive  relinquifhing  the  education  of  their  children,  when  Mothers  ex- 
pofe  the  fpir  it  of  the  childe  ?  either  to  its  own  weaker  inclinations,  or  the 
wicked  principles  of  an  ungodly  Nurfe,  or  the  carelelTenefle  of  any  lelfe 
obliged  perfon» 

And  then  let  me  addc ,  that  a  childe  fucks  the  Nurfes  milk  and  digeAs 
her  conditions  if  they  be  never  fo  "*"  bad,  feldom  gets  any  good :  For  Ver- 
tue  being  fuperaddition  to  Nature  and  perfeftions  not  radical  in  the  body, 
but  contradiAions  to,  and  meliorations  of  natural  indifpofitions,  does  not 
eafily  convey  it  felf  by  miniftrations  of  food,  as  vice  does,  which  in  moft 
inftances  is  nothing  but  meet  nature  grown  to  cuftom ,  and  not  mended  by 
Grace  *,  fo  that  it  is  probable  enough  fuch  natural  difteunperatures  may 
palfe  in  the  rivulets  of  milk,  like  evil  fpirits  in  a  white  gai'ment ,  when  ver- 
tues  are  of  harder  purchafe,  and  dwell  fo  low  in  the  heart,  that  they  but 
rarely  pafle  thiough  the  fountains  of  generation.  And  therefore  let  no  Mo- 
ther venture  her  childe  upon  a  ftranger  whofe  heart  flie  lelfe  knows  then 
her  own :  and  becaufe  few  of  thofe  nicer  women  think  better  of  others  then 
themfelves,  (fince  out  of  felf-love  they  negleft  their  own  bowels)  it  is  but 
an  aft  of  improvidence  to  let  my  childe  derive  imperfedions  from  one  of 
whom  I  have  not  fo  good  an  opinion  as  of  my  felf. 

And  if  thofe  many  bleffings  and  holy  prayers  which  the  childe  needs, 
or  his  afkings  or  ficknefies ,  or  the  Mothers  fears  or  ioyes  refpe(^ively  do 
occafion,  Hiould  not  be  caft  into  this  account  *,  yet  thofe  principles,  which 
in  all  cafes  wherein  the  negleft  is  vicious,  are  the  caufes  of  the  expofing  the 
childe,  are  extreamly  againft  the  piety  and  charity  of  Chriftian  Religon-, 
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which  prefcribes  fevericy  and  auftere  deportment,  and  the  labours  of  love 
and  exemplar  tenderneHe  of  afiedious,  and  piety  to  children ,  which  are 
the  moft  natural  and  neereft  relations  the  Parents  have.  That  religion 
which  commands  us  to  vifit  and  to  tend  lick  ftrangers,  and  wafli  the  feec  of 
the  poor,  and  drefle  their  ulcers,  and  fends  ns  upon  charitable  embafTies  in- 
to unclean  prifons,  and  bids  us  lay  down  our  lives  for  one  another,  is  not 
pleated  with  a  nicenefie  and  fenfual  curiolity  (that  I  may  not  nan:c  the 
wantonnelfes  of  lufts)  which  denies  fuck  to  our  own  children.  What  is 
more  humane  and  affedionate  then  Chriftianity?  and  what  is  leffe  natural 
and  charitable  then  to  deny  the  eKpreiTes  c-f  a  Mothers  aftedion  *,  which 
certainly  to  good  women  is  the  greateft  trouble  in  the  world,  and  the 
greateft  violence  to  their  deiires,  if  they  fhould  not  exprelTe  and  minifter  ? 

And  it  would  beconfidered ',  whether  thofe  Mothers,  who  have  negle-  14. 

d'eii  their  firft  duties  of  piety  and  charity,  can  exped  fo  prompt  and  eafie 
returns  of  duty  and  piet}^  from  their  children,  whofe  beft  foundation  is 
love,  and  that  love  firongeft,  which  is  moft  natural,  and  that  moft  natural 
which  is  conveyed  by  the  firft  minifteries  and  imprefles  of  nourifliment  and 
education  ?  And  if  love  defcends  mere  ftrongly  then  itafcends,  and  com- 
monly falls  from  the  parents  upon  the  children  in  Cataracts,  and  returns 
back  again  up  to  the  Parents  but  in  gentle  dewes  ?  if  the  childes  atfedions 
keeps  the  fame  proportions  toward  fuch  unkinde  Mothers ',  it  will  be  as 
little  as  atoms  in  the  Sun,  and  never  exprefie  it  felfbui  when  the  Mother 
needs  it  not,  that  is,  in  the  Sun-Oiineof  a  clear  fortune. 

This  then  isamongft  thofe  inftinfts  which  are  natural ,  heightned  firft  j^ 

by  reafony  and  then  exalted  by  grace  into  the  Cbligation  of  a  law  ?  and  be- 
ing amongft  the  fanc^ions  of  nature,  its  prevarication  is  a  crime  very  neer 
thofe  fins,  which  Divines,  in  deteftation  of  their  malignity,  caWftm  againft 
«5fHre^  and  is  never  to  be  excufed,  but  incafesofn^i'^^ty  cr  "^ greater  cha-  -r^nS^TS!^ 
rity^  as  when  the  Mother  cannot  be  a  Nurfe,  by  reafon  of  natural  difability  •«  patiocmiu-n, 
orbeaffliaedwithadifeafe,  which  might  be  rranfmitced  in  the  milk,  orS^i'-ccT*"' 
m  cafe  ofthepublick  ncceflities  of  a  Kingdom,  for  the  fecuringof  foccef- 
fion  in  the  Royal  Family.  In  other  cafes,  the  crime  lies  at  their  door  who 
inforce  negle<?t  upon  the  other,  and  is  heightned  in  proportion  to  the  mo- 
tive of  the  omifTion  j  as  if  wantonnefleor  pride  be  the  parent  of  the  crime*, 
the  ilTue,  befides  its  natural  deformity ,  hath  the  expreflfencies  of  pride  or 
luft  to  make  it  more  ugly. 

To  fuch  Mothers  I  propound  the  example  of  the  holy  Virgin  ,  who  i5> 
had  the  honour  to  be  vifited  by  an  Angel,  yet  after  the  example  of  the 
Saints  in  theOldTeftament,  flie  gave  to  the  holy  jESUS  drink  from 
thofe  buttles  which  himfelf  had  filled  for  his  own  drinking ',  and  her  paps 
were  as  furely  bleficd  for  giving  him  fuck,  as  her  womb  for  bearing  him  •, 
and  reads  a  Leisure  of  piety  and  charity,  which  if  we  deny  to  our  own  chil- 
dren, there  is  then  in  the  worldleftnoargunientor  relation  great  enough 
to  kindle  it  from  a  cindre  to  a  flame.  GOD  gives  dry  breafts  (or  a  cwfe  to 
fome,  for  an  agiicHon  to  others  j  but  thofe  that  invite  it  to  them  by  volun- 
tary arts,  Love  not  blefing-,  therefore  pal!  it  be  far  from  them.  Let  none>there- 
fore  divide  the  interefts  of  their  own  children  ',  for  flie  that  appeared  be- 
fore Solomon  and  would  have  the  childe  divided ,  was  not  the  true  Mother, 
and  was  the  more  culpabie  of  the  two. 
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OHoly  and  Eternal  G  0  D^  Father  of  the  Creatures,  and  King  of  all  the 
Worlds  who  hafl  imprinted  in  all  the  fonnes  of  thy  Creation^  principles  and 
abilities  to  ferve  the  end  of  their  own  prefervation ,  and  to  Men  haft  fuper  added 
Keafon ;  making  thofe  firft  propenftties  of  nature  to  be  reafonaJ)le  in  order  tofocie- 
ty,  and  a  converfation  in  communities jind  bodies  politick  y  and  haft  by  fever  al  laws 
and  revelations  dtreBed  our  reafons  to  neerer  applications  to  thee^  and  performance 
of  thy  great  end^  the  glory  9 four  Lord  and  Father.  Teach  meftridly  to  ob ferve 
the  order  of  Creation^  and  the  defignes  of  the  Creatures ',  thatinmyorder  Imiy 
do  that  fervice ,  which  every  creature  does  in  its  proper  capacity  ^  LORD  let  me 
beasconftant  in  the  wayes  of  Religion^  as  the  Sun  in  his  courfe  •,  as  ready  to  foL 
low  the  intimations  of  thy  Spni\,as  little  birds  are  to  obey  the  direElions  of  thy  Pro- 
vidence and  the  condull  of  thy  hand  *?  and  let  me  never  by  evil  cuftoms  or  vain 
company,  or  falfe  perfwafions ,  extinguiff)  thofe  principles  of  morality ,  and  right 
reafon  which  thgu  haft  imprinted  in  my  underftanding,  in  my  creation  and  educati^ 
en,  and  which  thou  haft  ennobled  by  the  fuper  additions  ofChriftian  inftitution ',  that 
£  may  live  according  to  the  rules  of  Nature  infuch  things  which  ft}  e  teaches,  mo~ 
deftly,  temperately,  and  affe^ionately,  in  all  the  parts  of  my  naturall  and  Politicall 
relations  j  and  that  I  proceeding  from  nature  to  grace ,  may  henceforth  go  on  from 
grace  to  glory,  the  crown  of  all  obedience,  prudent  and  holy  walking,  through  Jefur 
Cbrift  our  lord.   Aineii. 
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Of  the  great  and  glorious  accidents 
hapning  about  the  birth  of 
JESVS. 

Lrhongh  the  birth  of  CHRIST  was  deftitute  of  the  iifuan  e^-  ^» 

crefcencies  and  lelfc  necelfai-y  Pomps  which  ufed  to  fignifie 
and  illuitrate  the  birth  of  Princes  ;  yet  his  firft  humility  was 
made  glorious  with  prefages,  miracles,  and  lignificatioiis  from 
heaven,  which  did  notonely,  like  the  furniture  of  a  Princely 
Bedchamber,,  fpeak  the  riches  of  the  Parent  or  greatnelfe  of  the  Son 
within  its  own  wals,  but  did  declare  to  all  the  world  that  their  Prince  was  ' 

born,  publilhingit  with  figures  and  reprefentments  almoft  as  great  as  its 
Empire. 

For  when  all  the  world  did  expe^  that  in  J^udea  fiiould  be  born  their  2. 

prince,  and  that  the  incredulous  world  had  in  their  obfervation  Pxipt  by  their 
true  Prince,  becaufe  he  came  not  in  pompous  and  fecular  illuftrations  *, 
upon  that  very  ftock  Vefpafian  was  nurf  d  up  in  hope  of  the  Roman  Empire,  sucton.  jn  vfu  vcf. 
and  that  hope  made  him  great  indefignes,  and  they  being  profperous  made  JJ^-^Jnt'"  ^"'■^''"* 
his  fortunes  correfpond  to  his  hopes,  and  he  was  indeered  and  engaged 
upon  that  fortune  by  the  Prophecy ,  which  was  never  inteiided  him  by 
the  Prophet.    But  the  fortune  of  the  Roman  Monai'chy  was  not  great 
enough  for  this  Prince  defignd  by  the  Old  Prophets.  And  therefore  it  was 
not  without  the  influence  of  a  Divinity  that  his  Decelfor  Auguftus  about 
the  time  of  CHRISTS  nativity  refufed  to  be  called  Lordj  poiTibly  it  was  to  oxj-.a^  !ib  6.  ci^. 
entertain  the  people  with  fome  hopes  ofreftitution  of  their  liberties,  till 
he  had  grip  d  the  Monarchy  with  a  ftrider  and  fafter  hold  ^    but  the 
Chriftians  were  apt  to*beleeve  that  it  was  upon  the  prophecy  of  a  Sybill  fore- 
telling the  birth  of  a  greater  Prince,  to  whom  all  the  world  fhouldpay 
adoration,  and  that  the  Prince  was  about  that  time  born  m  Judea^  the 
oracle  v/hich  was  dumb  to  y1«^«/?Mj  Queftion,  told  him  unafkd,  the  Devil  yufda?  in  hi-or. 
having  no  tongue  permitted  him,  hut  one  to  proclaim  that  an  Hebrew  cbilde  ^''^^'  '^^>^"'* 
was  his  Lord  and  enem'. 

At  the  birth  of  which  childe  there  was  an  univerfall  peace  through  all  ^^ 

the  world.  For  he  that  was  born  was  the  Prince  of  pence^  and  came  to  re- 
concile God  with  man,  and  man  with  his  brother',  and  to  make  by  the 
fweetnelfe  of  his  example,  and  the  influence  of  a  holy  dodrine  fuch 
happy  atonements  between  difagrceing  natures,    fuch  confederations 

and 
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and (bcieties bervvecn  Enemies,  that  the  Wo'f  and  the  Lambjhould  liedorvn 
together  and  a  little  childe  fliould  boldly  and  without  danger  put  his  finger 
in  the  ncii  and  cavern  of  an  Afpkkh  and  it  could  be  nolefic  then  miraculous, 
thatfo  great  a  body  as  the  Roman  Empire,  coniifting  offo  many  parrs, 
whofe  conftitutionswere  diiiering,  their  humour-S  contrary,  their  inrerefts 
contradid"ing  each  others  grcatneffe,  and  all  thele  violently  opprelTed  by 
an  ufurping  po\ver,fhould  have  no  limb  out  of  joync  not  fo  nmch  as  an  aking 
tooth,  or  a  rebelling  humour  in  that  huge  colledion  of  parts :  but  fo  it 
feemed  good  in  the  eye  of  heaven  by  fo  great  and  good  a  fymbole  to  de- 
clare not  onely  thegreatnel^e  but  the  gocdnelTe  of  the  Prince,  that  was 
then  born  in  fudea  the  Lord  cf  all  the  World. 

4-  But   becaufe  the  heavens  as  well  as    the  earth  are  his  Creatures 

and  do  fcrve  him,  at  his  Birth  he  received  a  figne  in  heaven  above y  afvvell  as 
in  the  eanh  beneath  as  an  homage  paid  to  their  common  Lord.  For  as 
certain  Shepherds  were  keeping  watch  over  their  flocks  by  night,  neer 
that  pa't  where  ^acob  did  ufe  to  feed  his  cattell  when  he  wis  in  the  land 
ofCanaany  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them^  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
JJjone  round  about  them.  Needs  muft  the  fhepherds  be  afraid,  when  an  Angel 
came  arayed  in  glory  and  clothed  their  perfons  in  a  robe  of  light,  great 
enough  to  confound  their  fenfes  and  fcatter  their  underftandings.  But  the 
Angel  faid  unto  thertu,  Fear  mt^for  I  bring  unto  you  tidings  of  great  joy  vohichjhall 
he  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour  which 
isChriflthe  Lord.  The  fliepherds  needed  not  be  invited  to  go  fee  this  glo- 
rious fight  •,  but  left  their  fancy  (liould  rife  up  to  an  expedation  of  a  Prince 
as  externally  glorious  as  might  be  hoped  for  upon  the  confequence  offo 
glorious  an  apparition,  the  Angel  to  prevent  the  miftake  told  them  of  a 
ifigne,  which  indeed  was  no  other  then  the  thing  fignified  ',  but  yet  was 
therefore  a  figne,  becaufe  it  was  fo  remote  from  the  common  probability 
and  expeftation  of  fuch  a  birth,  that  by  being  a  miracle,  fo  great  a  Prince 
fhould  be  bornfo  poorly,  it  became  an  inftrument  to  fignifie  it  felfand  all 
the  other  pai"ts  of  my  ft  trious  confequence.  For  the  Angel  faid,  thisjhallbe 
a  figne  unto  you,  Te  fiall  finde  the  Babe  wrapt  in  fwadling  clothes  lying  in  a. 
rmnger. 

^^  But  as  light,  when  it  firft  begins  to  guild  theeaft,  fcatters  indeed  th« 

darknelfes  from  the  earth,  but  ceafes  not  to  increafeits  flame,  tiliithath^ 
made  perfe<ft  day ',  fo  it  hapned  now  in  this  apparition  of  the  Angel  of 
light,  he  appeared  and  told  his  Meffage  and  did  fhine,  but  the  light  arofe 
higher  and  higher  till  midnight  was  as  bright  as  midday  •,  for  fuddenly  there 
was  with  the  Angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hofl.,  and  after  the  Angel  had 
told  his  Meilage  in  plain  fong,  the  whole  chorus  joyned  in  defcanr  and 
fang  a  hymn  to  the  tune  and  fenfe  of  heaven,  where  ^/o>7  is  paid  roGo^  in 
eternall  and  never  ceafing  oftices,  and  whence  goodwill  ddcends  upon  men 
in  perpetuall  and  never  ftopping  torrents, their  fong  was,  Olory  be  to  God 
on  high.,  on  earth  peace.,  good  will  towards  men. 

£.  AiToon  as  thefe  blefled  Chorifters  had  fung  their  Chriftmas  caroll,  and 

taught  the  Church  a  hymn  to  put  into  her  oftkes  for  ever,  in  the  anniverfary 
of  thisfeftivity,  the  Angels  returned  into  heaven.,  andthe  fhepherds  went  to 
Bethlehem  to  fee  this  thing  which  the  Lord  had  made  known  unto  them.  And  they 
came  with  haft  and  found  Mary  and  Jcfeph  \  and  the  Babe  lying  in  a  manger : 
Juftas  the  Angel  had  prepared  their  expe^ation  rliey  found  the  narra':ive 
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verified,  and  faw  the  glory  and  the  myftery  of  it  by  that  reprefentment 
which  was  made  by  the  heavenly  Minifters,  feeing  GOD  through  the  vail 
cfachildes  tielh,  the  Heir  cf  heaven  wrapt  in  fwadling  clothes,  and  a 
perfon  to  whom  the  Angels  did  minifter  laid  in  a  manger ',  and  they  beheld 
and  wondred  and  worfhipped. 

-  But  as  precious  liquour,warm'd  and  heightned  by  aflame,  firft  crowns  7» 

the  vefell ,  and  then  dances  over  its  brim  into  the  fire,  increafing  the 
caufe  of  its  own  motion  and  extravagancie :  fo  it  hapned  to  the  fhepherds, 
whofe  hearts  being  filled  with  the  oil  of  gladncfle  up  unto  the  brim,  the 
joy  ran  over,  as  being  too  big  to  be  confin'd  in  their  owni  breafts,  and  did 
communicate  it  felf,  growing  greater  by  fuch  diflemi  nation.  For  when  they  , 

hadfeenit  they  made  kr.oven  abroad  the  fayingwbkhrp  as  to  Id  them  concerning  this 
childe.  And  (as  well  they  might)  all  that  heard  h  wondred.  But  Mary^  having 
firft  changed  her  joy  into  wonder,  turned  her  wonder  into  entertainments 
of  the  myftery,  and  the  myftery  into  a  fruition  and  cohabitation  with  ic. 
For  Mary  kept  all  thefe  flyings  and  pondered  them  in  her  heart.  And  the  iliep- 
herds  having  feen  what  the  Angels  did  upon  the  publication  of  the  new?, 
which  lefl'e  concerned  them  thenus,had  learnt  their  duty  to  fing  an  honour 
to  GOD  for  the  nativity  of  CHRIST,  for  the  fl)epherds  returned  glorifying 
andprayfingOodfor  all  the  things  that  they  had  heard  and  feen  as  it  was  told 
unto  them. 

But  the  Angels  had  told  the  ftiepherds  that  the  nativity  was  glad  tidmgs  8. 

t>f great  jny  unto  all  people  y  cind  xh^i  the  heavens  might  declare  the  glory  of  Ood 
and  the  firmament jhew  his  handy  >vor/^,  this  alfo  was  told  abroad  even  to  the 
Gentiles  by  a  figne  from  heaven,  by  the  meiTage  of  aftar.  For  there  was  a 
Prophecy  o^ Balaam  famous  in  all  the  Eaftern  counti-ey  and  recorded  by  Mo- 
fes.  Vmepiall  come  a  far  out  of  Jacob  and  afcepter  jhall  rife  out  oflfrael^  out^nf  ^'*''"'  '-'•  r« 
Jacob  fh all  come  he  that  (f)allhave  dominion.  And  in  expec^tation  of  the  event 
cf  this  prophecy,  the  Per  fans  and  Caldees^  who  were  great  lovers  of  Aftro- 
nomy,  did  with  diligence  expeft  the  revelation  of  a  mighty  Prince  in /k- 
dea  at  fuch  time  when  a  miraculous  and  extraordinary  ftar  Ihould  appear. 
And  therefore  when  Jefus  was  born  in  Bethlehefn  of  Judea  in  the  dayes  of  Herod 
the  King^  there  came  wifemen  infpired  by  God,  taught  by  art,  and  perfwaded 
by  prophecy /rom  the  eafi  to  Jerufalem^  fay'^H-^  Where  is  he  that  is  born  King  of 
the  Jews ',  for  we  have  feen  his  ftar  in  the  Eaft  and  are  come  to  worflnp  him. 

This  ftar  did  not  trouble  Herod-,  till  the  Levantine  princes  expounded  ^ 

the  myfterioufneffe  of  it,  and  faid  it  declared  a  /Cz>^  to  be  born  in /«)7, 
and  that  the  ftar  was  his^  not  applicable  to  any  fignification  but  of  a 
Kings  birth.  And  therefore  although  it  was'''  no  prodigy  nor  Comet  fore- 
telling difeafes,  plagues,  war  and  death  but  onely  the  happy  birth  of  a  moft  *^^^l^'ipi^J^l  ^'■' 
excellent  Prince,  yet  it  brought  affrightment  to  Herodand  all  Jerufalem, 
for  when  Herod  the  Kinghad  heard  thefe  things  he  was  troubled  and  all  Jerufa- 
iem  with  him.  And  thinking  that  the  Qutftion  of  the  kingdom  was  now  in 
difpute,  and  an  Heir  fent  from  heaven  to  lay  challenge  to  it,  who  brought  a 
ftar  and  the  learning  of  the  Eaft  with  him  for  evidence  and  probation  of  his 
title,  Herod  thought  there  was  no  fecurity  to  hisufurped  polfeftion ,  unlefle 
he  could  refcind  the  decrees  of  heaven,  and  reverfe  the  refults  and  eternall 
counfelsof  predeftination.  Alid  he  was  refolved  to  vencui'e  it,  firft  by 
craft,  and  then  by  violence. 

And  firft ^  he  calls  the  chief  Priefts  and  Scribes  of  the  people  together^  a«d  de-         1  o. 

maaded 
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nianded  cf  them ,  where  CHRIST  fhould  be  bcrn,  and  foimd  by  their 
jo3nt  dererniination  that  Bethlehem  of  Judea  was  the  place  defign'd  by 
ancient  Prophecy  and  GODS  decree.  Neivtheenquiredof  the  Wife  men 
concerning  the  ftar,  but  privily  what  time  it  appeared.  For  the  ftar  had  not 
motion  certain  and  regular,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  but  it  fo  guided  the  Wife 
men  in  their  journey,  that  it  ftood  when  they  ftood,  moved  not 
Weim.<!.  deEpi-  vvhen  they  refted ,  and  went  forward  when  they  were  able,  making 
^  """  no  more  haft   then  they  did,  who  carried  much  of  the  bufinelTe  and 

imployment  of  the  ftar  along  with  them.  But  when  Herod  was  fatis- 
fied  in  his  Qneftions,  he  fentthem  to  BetblehemWith.  \\\^md.\omto  fearch 
diligently  for  the)0U7ig  childe^  and  to  bring  hmiword^  pretending  that  he  would 
come  and  worfhip  him  aifo. 

The  Wife  men  profecuted  the  bufinere  of  their  journey  and  having  heard 
the  King  they  departed  and  the  fiar  (which  as  it  feems  attended  their  motion) 
went  before  them  till  it  can:e  and  jfood  over  where  the  young  childe  was  •,  where 
when  theyfaw  the  ftar  they  rejoyced  with  exceeding  great  joy.  Such  a  joy  as  is 
ufuall  to  wearied  Travailers  when  they  are  entering  into  their  Inne,  fuch 
a  joy  as  when  our  hopes  and  greateft  longings  are  laying  hold  upon  the 
proper  objefts  of  their  defires,  a  joy  of  certainty  immediately  before  the 
polTeflion,  for  that  is  the  greateft  joy ,  which  polTelTes  before  it  is  fatisticd, 
and  rejoyces  with  a  joy  not  abated  by  the  furfers  cf  polfefllon,  but  heightncd 
with  all  the  apprehenfions  and  fancies  of  hope  and  the  neighbourhood  of 
fruition  j  a  joy  of  nature,  cf  wonder  and  of  religion.  And  now  their 
hearts  laboured  with  a  throng  of  fpiritsand  paffions,  and  ratiintothe  houfe 
to  the  imbraccment  of  JESUS  even  before  their  feef,  but  wh^n  they  were 
come  into  the  houfe  theyfaw  the  young  childe  with  Mary  his  mother  ,j  and  poflibly 
their  e^'ped'ation  was  fomething  leflened,  and  their  wonder  heightned, 
when  they  faw  their  hope  empty  of  pomp,  and  gayety,  the  great  Kings 
throne  to  be  a  manger,  a  ftable  to  be  his  chamber  of  prefence,  a  thinne 
Court,  and  no  Minifters,  and  the  King  himfelf  a  pretty  babe,  and,  but  that 
Tie  had  a  ftar  over  his  head,  nothing  todiflinguilh  him  from  the  common 
condition  cf  children  ,  or  to  excufe  him  from  the  miferies  of  a  poor  and 
empty  foi  tunc. 

This  did  not  fcandalize  thofe  Wife  perfons,  but  being  convinced  by 
that  Teftimony  from  Heaven,  and  the  union  of  all  Circumftances  they  fell 
down  and  worjhipped  hi?n,  after  the  manner  of  the  Ptrfians^  when  they  do 
veneration  to  their  Kinge,  not  with  an  empty  ^zi'eand  gay  blefTmgof  tine 
words,  but  they  bring  prefents^  and  come  into  hi^  Courts  •,  for  when  they  had 
opened  their  tieafures  they  prefented unto  him  gifts ^  Gold^  Frankincenfe.,  and 
l"I.'"e'p^S.  ■i^'fyrrhe.  And  if  thefe  gifts  were  mifterious  beyond  the  acknowledgement 
i'T?£!"iQfrrn"  <^f  ^'"'  ^^ohe  the  King  of  the  Jews,  and  Chrift  thatftiould  come  into  the 
z-deepi/fc.  ' '"'  world,  Frank! ncenfe  might  fignifie  him  to  be  acknowledgd  a  God,  Myrrhc 
ro  be  a  Man,  and  Gold  to  be  a  King.  But  however  the  fancies  of  religion 
may  reprefent  varieties  of  Ideas,  the  aft  of  adoration  was  direft:  and  religi- 
ous, and  the  myri  he  was  medicinall  to  hi?  tender  body,  the  incenfe  polTi- 
bly  no  more  then  was  necefary  in  a  ftable,  the  tirft  tlircne  cf  his  hun.ility  •, 
and  the  gold  was  a  good  Antidote  againft  theprefent  indigencies  of  his 
poverty  j  prefents  fuch  as  wereufed  in  all  the  Levanr,  in  their  ibddreres 
to  their  God  and  to  their  King,  and  were  inftruments  with  which  under 
the  vail  6f  flefti  they  worftiipped  the  eternall  wcrd  j  the  wifedom  of  God, 
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under  infant  Innocency  j  the  Almighty  power  in  fo  great  weakncJTe ,  and 
under  the  lownefie  of  humane  nature,  the  altitude  of  Majefty  and  the  in-  /r^  )^4• 
t^nir>'of  Divine  Glory.  And  fo  was  vtrilied  the  prediaion  of  the  Prophet  J-';-*;^,!^.^''^'""'' 
Efay  under  the  type  of  the  fon  of  the  Prcphetere,  Before  a  childe  jhall  have  iettui.j.j.contr. 
knowledge  to  cry^  My  Father  and  my  Mother^  he  jhall  take  the [pil  of  Damafcus  ^'•^•^"^"■'•''• 
and  Samaria^  from  before  theTCing  ofAjfyrJa. 

When  they  had  paid  the  tribute  of  their  ofl'erlngs  and  adoratFon,  B^f)?^  ^h 

warned  in  their  fleep  by  an  Angel  not  to  return  to  herod^  they  returned  into  their 
own  countrey  another  way ,  where  having  been  Satisfied  with  the  Pleafures  of 
Religion,  and  taught  by  that  rare  demonftration  whicli  was  made  by 
CHRIST,  how  Mans  happinelTe  did  nothing  at  all  conf  ft  in  the  affluence 
of  worldly  pofiefTions,  or  the  tumours  of  honour,  having  feen  the  Eternal 
Son  of  GOD  poor  and  wea}(,  and  unclothed  of  all  exteriour  Ornaments, 
they  renounced  the  World,  and  retired  empty  into  the  recefles  of  Rel  gi- 
on,  and  the  delights  of  ihiiofophy. 

JcL  Sed.  4. 

Cfinfideraticfjs  upon  the  Afpmt'jon  of  the  Angels 
to  the  shepherds. 

"T^f^r  jij^j^  ^^^  Angels  faw  that  come  to  paf  c  which  Gabriel  the  great  j, 

Embafrac!ourofGOD  had  declared,  tliat  which  had  been 
prayed  for  and  eypeded  four  thoufand  yeers,  and  that  by  the 
nitrits  of  this  new-born  Prince,  their  younger  brethren  and 
inferiours  in  the  order  of  intelligent  creatures  were  now  to  be 
redeemed,  that  Men  fliould  paitake  the  glories  of  their  fecret  habitations, 
and  fliould  fill  up  thofe  void  places  which  the  fa  11  of  Zwcz/^r  and  the  third 
part  of  the  Stars  had  made ,  their  joy  was  great  as  their  underflanding,  and 
thefe  mountains  did  leap  with  joy,  becaufe  the  valleys  were  filled  with  be- 
ncdiftionand  a  fruitful  fliowerfrom  Heaven.  And  if  at  xS\^  converfion  of 
one  finner  there  is  jubilation  and  a  feftival  kept  among  the  Angels,  how 
great  Iball  we  imagine  this  rejoycing  to  be ,  when  Salvation  and  Redeinption 
was  fcnt  to  allahe  World  P'But  we  alfo  to  whom  the  joy  did  more  perfonally 
relate  (for  they  rejoyced  for  our  fakes)  fhould  learn  to  e(Vi mate  the  grace 
done  us,  and  lielieve  there  is  fomething  very  extraordinary  in  the  piety 
and  falvation  of  a  Man ,  when  the  Angels  who  in  refped"  of  us  are  uncon- 
cerned in  the  communications,  rejoyce  with  the  joy  of  Conquerours,cr  per- 
fons  fuddenly  ranfomed  from  tortures  and  death. 

But  the  Angels  alfo  had  other  motions ',  for  befides  the  pleafures  of  that  2. 

joy  which  they  had  in  beholding  humane  nature  fo  highly  exalted,  and  that 
GOD  was  Man  and  Man  was  G  O  D ',  thev  were  tranfporred  with  admira- 
tion at  the  inefiable  Counfel  of  G  O  D  S  predefi  ination,  proftraring  them- 
felves  with  adoration  and  n.odefty  ,  feeing  G  O  D  fo  humbled,  and  Man  fo 
changed,andfofull  of  charity,  Uia:  GOD  ftooped  w  the  condition  of 

Man,- 
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Man,  and  Man  was  inflamed  beyond  the  love  of  Seraphlms,  and  was  made 
niore  knowing  then  Cherubinis,  more  eftablifhed  then  thrones,  more  hap- 
py then  all  the  orders  of  Angels.  The  ilTue  of  this  confideration  reaches  us 
to  learn  f^^ir  charity^  and  to  exterminate  all  the  intimations  and  begin- 
nings oienvy^  that  we  may  as  much  rejoyce  at  the  good  of  others  a§  of  our 
felves  y  for  then  we  love  good  for  GODS  fake  wiien  we  love  good  where 
ever  GOD  hath  placed  it  j  and  that  joy  is  charitable  which  overflows  our 
neighbours  fields,  when  our  felves  are  unconcerned  in  the  perfonal  acaue- 
ments  j  for  fo  we  are  tmde  partakers  of  all  that  fear  (/o^,when  charity  unites 
their  joy  to  ours,  as  it  makes  us  partakers  of  their  common  fulterings. 

3.  And  now  the  Angels ,  who  had  adored  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S  in  Heaven, 

come  alfo  to  pay  their  homage  to  him  upon  earth?  and  laying  afidethtir 
flaming  fwords,  they  rake  into  their  hands  inftruments  of  mufick,  andfing. 
Glory  be  to  God  on  high.  Firft,  fignifying  zu  us  that  the  Incarnation  of  the 
holy  Jesus,  was  a  very  great  inftrument  of  the  glorification  of  G  O  D, 
and  thofe  divine  perfeftioiis  in  which  he  is  chiefly  pleafed  to  communicate 
himfelf  to  us,  weie  in  nothing  manifefted  fo  much  as  in  the  myfterioufnclfe 
of  this  work.  Secondly,  and  in  vain  does  Man  latisfie  himfelf  wi  th  compla-. 
cencies  and  ambitious  defignes  upon  earth,  when  he  fees  before  him,  GOD 
in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  humble  and  poor,  and  cryhig,  and  an  infant  full  of 
need  and  weaknefTe. 

4*  But  GOD  hath  pleafed  to  reconcile  his  glory  with  our  eternal  benefit, 

and  that  alfo  was  part  of  the  Angels  long.  In  earth  peace  to  men  of  good  will. 
For  now  we  need  not  with  Adajn  to  flye  from  the  prefence  of  the  LOR  D, 
faying,  /  heard  thy  voice  and  I  was  afraid  and  hid  my  felfh  for  he,  from  whom 
our  fins  made  us  once  to  flye,  now  weeps,  and  is  an  infant  in  his  Mothers 
arms,  feeking  frrange  means  to  be  reconciled  to  us,  hath  forgotten  all  his 
anger  and  is  fwallowed  up  with  love,  and  incircled  with  irradiations  of  a- 
niorous  afteftions  and  good  v/ill :  and  the  efTe<^s  of  this  good  will  zte  not 
referred  onely  to  perfons  of  heroical  and  eminent  graces  and  operations  of 
vaft  and  expen  five  charities,  of  prodigious  abflinencies,  of  here  mi  tical  re- 
tirements, of  dfcetical  diet,  of  perfeft  religion  and  canoniz  d  perfons,  but  to 
all  men  of  goodwill^  whofe  fouls  are  hallowed  with  holy  purpofes  and  pious 
defires,  tliough  the  beauties  of  the  religion,  and  holy  thoughts,  were  not 
fpcnt  in  exteriour  a<fts,  nor  called  out  by  the  opportunities  of  a  rich  and  ex- 
preffive  fortune. 

^*  But  here  we  know  where  the  feat  and  regiment  of  peace  is  placed,  and  all  of 

it  mufi:  paiTe  by  us  and  defcend  upon  us  as  duty  and  reward.  It  proceeds 
from  the  word  Incarnate,  from  the  Son  of  G  O  D  undertaking  to  reconcile 
us  to  his  Father  ^  and  it  is  miniltred  and  conlign'd  unto  us  by  every  event 
and  ad:  of  providence,  whether  it  be  deciphered  in  chara<ftcrs  of  paternal 
indulgence,  orofcorreftion,orabfolution  :  For  that  is  not  peace  from  a- 
bove,  to  have  all  things  according  to  our  humane  and  natural  willies  j  but 
to  be  in  favour  with  GOD,  that  is  peace ',  alwayes  remem bring  that ,  to  be 
chaftifed  by  him,  is  not  a  certain  teftimony  of  his  meet  wrath ,  but  to  all 
his  fervants  a  chara^er  of  love  ,  and  of  paternal  provifion,  fince  he  ch<tjiifes 
every  fon  whom  he  receives.  Whofoever  feeks  to  avoid  all  this  worlds  advcrli- 
ty ,  can  never  finde  peace :  but  he  onely  who  hath  refolved  all  his  afl'e(^i- 
ons  and  placed  them  in  the  heart  of  GOD,  he  who  denies  his  own  will* 
and  harfikill'dfelf' love,  and  all  thofe  enemies  within  that  make  afili<ftions 
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to  become  miferies  indeed  and  fall  of  bitrernefsjhe  only  enjoy es  this  peace', 
and  in  proportion  to  every  mans  mortification  and  felf  denial,  fo  are  the 
degrees  of  his  peace  j  and  this  is  the  peace  which  the  Angel  proclaimed  at 
tilt  enunciation  of  that  birth  which  taught  humility  and  contempt  of  things 
beIow,andall  its  vainer  glories  by  thegreateft  argument  in  the  world,even 
the  poverty  of  GOD  Incarnate.  And  if  GOD  fent  his  own  natural  onely  be- 
gotten and  beloved  Son,  in  all  the  drelles  of  poverty  and  contempt ;  that 
perfon  is  vain,  who  thinks  GOD  will  love  him  better  then  he  loved  his  own 
Son,  or  that  he  wi  11  ey  prefie  his  love  any  other  or  gentler  way  then  to  make 
him  partaker  of  the  fortune  of  his  eldeft  Son.  There  is  one  other  pohei  n 
to  the  dwellings  of  peace,  znd  thu\s^g9od  will  to  Merii  for  fo  much  charity 
uS  we  have  to  others,  fuch  a  meafure  of  peace  alfo  we  may  enjoy  at  home : 
For  peace  was  onely  proclaim'd  to  Men  of  good  will,  to  them  that  sre  ac 
peace  with  GOD  and  all  the  World. 

But  the  Angel  brought  the  meH'age  to  Shepherds ,  to  perfons  f  mple  and  •• 

mean,  and  humble  j  perfons  likely  to  be  more  apprehenfive  of  the  myftery 
and  lefle  of  the  fcandal,  of  the  poverty  of  the  Meffm :  for  they  whcfe  cuftoni 
or  affedions  dwell  in  fecular  pomps ,  who  are  not  ufed  by  chai-ity  or  humi- 
lity to  ftoop  to  an  evennefie  and  confideration  of  their  brethren ,  of  equal 
natures  though  of  unequal  fortunes  •,  are  perfons  of  all  the  world  moft  in-  •  a?  not  vUtuttt  ip- 
difpofed&  removed  from  the  underftandingoffpirituale^xellencies,erpe-  JtaJrum'^^urlmu. 
cially  when  they  do  not  come  clothed  v/ith  advantages  of  the  world,  and  of  vas  incrurtare.p^obu. 
fuch  beauties  which  thev  admire.   GOD  himfelf  in  poverty  comes  in  a  pre-  Nobifcom  vivif,mui- 
judice  to  them  that  love  riches,  and  =^  fimplicity  is  folly  to  crafty  perfons,a  ',",7  '^^^^^^^  '^<""». 
mean  birth  is  an  ignoble  ftain,beggery  is  a  fcanda],and  the  Crofie  an  unan-  rardo agnomen pirv 
fwerable  objec^ion.But  the  Angels  moral  in  the  circumOance  of  his  addrefie,  MmpUciorn  qui»--ut 
and  inviting  the  poor  Shepherds  to  Bet/?/e/jem,  is.  That  none  are  fit  to  come  AT'tSnTrnpciiat 
to  CHRIST,  but  thofe  who  are  poor  in  fpirir,  defpifersof  the  world,  fim-  qjovi*  fcrmone  mo- 
pie  in  their  hearts,  wi thout  craft  and  fecular  delignes  ^  and  therefore  nei- cimmuni  f<nfo  pu- 
ther  did  the  Angel  tell  the  ftory  to  Herod,  nor  to  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  "SZ^'sSTZ'i. 
whcfe  ambition  had  ends  contradi<ftory  to  the  f.mplicity  and  poverty  of  the 
birth  of  JESUS. 

Thefe  Shepherds  when  they  converfcd  with  Angels  were  watching  over  ^^ 

rfieir  flocks  by  nighr,  no  Revellers',  but  in  a  painful  and  dangerous  imploy- 
ment,  the  work  of  an  honefl  calling,  fecuring  their  folds  againft  incurfions 
ofwilde  beafts,which  in  thofe  Countries  are  notfeldom,or  infrequent.  And 
CHRIST  being  the  greau  Shepherd  (and  pofhbiy  for  the  analogies  fake  the 
fooner  manifeOed  to  Shepherds, )hath  made  his  Minifttrs  overfeers  of  their 
flocks,  diftinguillied  in  their  particular  folds,  and  conveys  the  myfteriouf- 
nefe  of  his  kingdom  firfk  to  the  Payors,  and  by  their  miniftry  to  the  flocks  *, 
But  although  all  of  them  be  admitted  to  the  Miniftry ,  yet  thofe  onely  to 
the  interioui'  recefies  and  neerer  imitations  of  jESUS,  who  are  watchful  I 
over  their  flocks,  afliduous  in  their  labours,  painful  in  their  fufterings,  pre- 
fent  in  the  dangers  of  the  fheep,  ready  to  interpofe  their  perfons ,  and  fa- 
f ritice  their  lives  j  thefe  are  Shepherds  who  f rfk  converfe  with  Angels, 
and  finally  fliall  enter  into  theprefenceof  the  LORD.  But  befides  this 
fymbol,  we  are  taught  in  the  iignifications  of  the  letter  *,  That  he  that  is  di- 
ligent in  the  bufinefie  of  an  honeft  calling,  is  then  doing  fervice  to  G  O  D, 
and  a  work  fo  pleafing  to  him ,  who  hath  appointed  the  fons  of  Men  to  la- 
bour, that  to  thefe  ftiephcrds  he  naade  a  rttuin  and  rccompence  by  the  con- 
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verfation  of  an  Angel  ^  an<^  hath  advanced  the  reputation  of  an  honeft  and 
a  mean  imployment  to  fuch  a  teftiniony  of  acceptance,  that  no  honefi  per- 
fon,  though  bulled  in  meaner  otiices ,  may  ever  hereafter  in  the  eftimation 
ofCHRISTS  difciples  become  contemptible. 
P  The  fignes  which  the  Angel  gave  to  di  fcover  the  Babe  were  no  marks  of 

lufrre  and  vanity,  but  they  fliould  finde,  i .  A  Babe.  2.  Swadled.  5.  Lying 
in  a  nianger.  The  hi  ft  a  teftimony  of  his  humilitv,  the  fecond  of  his  pover- 
ty, the  third  cfhisincommodity  and  uneafmei^e*,  For  CHRIST  came  to 
combate  the  wholebody  cf  Sin,  and  to  deftroy  every  Province  of  Satans 
Kingdom.  For  thefe  are  direft  antinomies  to  the  lufls  ofthefiejh^  the  luft  of 
the  eyes,  andthe  pride  of  life.  Againft  thetirft,  CHRIST  oppofed  his  hard 
and  uneafie  lodging,  againft  the  fecond^the  poornelfe  of  his  fwadling- bands 
and  mantle,  and  the  third  is  combated  by  the  great  dignation  and  defcent 
of  CHR  1ST  from  a  throne  cf  Majefiy  to  the  ftate  of  a  fucking  Babe.  And 
thefe  are  the  firft  Lefibns  he  hath  taught  us  for  our  imitation,  which  that  we 
may  the  better  do ,  as  we  muO:  take  him  for  our  pattern  ,  foalfoforour 
kelper,  and  pray  to  the  Holy  Childe?  and  he  will  not  onely  teach  us,  but  alfo 
give  us  power  and  ability. 

The   Prayer. 

OBkifed  and  eternal  J ESV^  at  rehofe  birth  the  Quires  of  Angels  fangp  at - 
festo  OODy  and  proclaimed  peace  to  Men^  fin^iife  my  will  and  inferiour 
n^eHions  j  make  me  to  be  withinthe  conditions  ofpeace^  that  I  be  Holy  and  mortifi- 
e4^  a  Defpifer  of  the  world  and  exteriour  vanities^  humble  and  charitable ',  that  by 
thy  eminent  example  1  may  befo  fixed  in  the  defgnes  and  profecution  of  the  ends  of 
GOD,  and  a  Bfijjefkl  Eternity^  that  I  he  unmoved  with  the  terrors  of  the  Worlds 
unaltered  with  its  allm-tnrents  and  feduBions^  not  ambitious  of  its  honour^  not  deft^ 
reus  of  its  fulnej[e  and  p'enty  •,  but  maks  me  diligent  in  the  imployment  thou  givefi 
me ,  faithful  in  difharge  of  my  tr«/f,  ?jiode{}  in  my  defires^  content  in  the  ijfues  of 
thy  Providence ,  that  in  fuch  difpofitions  I  may  receive  and  entertain  vifitations 
from  Heaven^and  revelations  of  the  myiferies  and  bliffes  Evangelical  j  that  byfuth 
direHions  hnay  be  brought  into  thyprefence ,  there  to  fee  thy  beauties  and  admire 
thy  graces^  and  imitate  all  thy  imitable  excellencies  ^  and  reft  intheefor  everin 
this  world  by  theperfeveranceofa  holy  andomformable  life^  and  in  the  world  to 
com.e  in  the  participation  of  thy  effential  glories  and  felitiiiesy  0  bleffed  and  eternal 
JESVS^    Amen. 
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Cmfiderations  of  the  Epiphany  of  the  B.JESVS 

by  a  Star^  and  the  adoration  ofjESZJS  by 

the  Eafiem  Magi. 


[O  D,  who  is  the  univerfal  Father  of  all  Men ,  at  the  Nativi-  1,* 

ty  of  the  uVcJiaj  gave  notice  of  it  to  all  the  World ,  as  they 
were  reprefented  by  the  grand  Divifion  of  Jews  and  Gentiles. 
To  the  Jewifh  Shepherds  by  an  Angel ,  to  the  Eaftern  Magi 
by  a  Star,  For  the  Gofpel  is  of  univerfal  difiemination,  not 
confined,  within  the  limits  of  a  r.ationall  prerogative,  but  Catholick  and 
diflufed.  As  GODS  love  was,  fo  was  thedifpenfation  of  it,  without  re- 
rpe<ft  of  perfons  j  for  all  being  included  under  the  curfe  of  lin  were  to 
him  equal  and  indifferent,  undiftinguifliable  objefts  of  mercy.  And  JE- 
SUS defcendcd  of  the  Jews  was  alio  the  expe^ation  of  the  Gentiles  ^  and 
therefore  communicated  to  all :  The  grace  of  GOD  being  like  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  it  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  faith  Saint  jPd«/^  but  the  con-  j.. 
veyancesand  communications  of  it  were  different  in  the  degrees  of  clarity  •' ^^  **^-'' 
and  illuftration.  The  Angel  told  the  Shepherds  the  fiory  of  the  Nativity 
plainly  and  literally  '■,  Theftarre  invited  the  Wife  men  by  its  rareneP'e  and 
preternatural  apparition  j  to  which  alfo  as  by  a  footpath  they  had  been 
led  by  tlie  Prophecy  of  Balaam. 

But  here  firft  the  grace  of  G  O  D  prevents  us  j  without  him  we  can  do  2- 

nothing,  he  layes  the  firft  ftone  in  every  fpiritual  building  ^  and  then  ex- 
pe<?^s  by  that  firength  he  firft  gave  us,  that  we  make  the  fuperftru<9'ures» 
But  as  a  ftone  thrown  into  a  River,  firft  moves  the  water,  and  difturbs  its 
furface  into  a  Circle?  and  then  its  own  force  wafts  tlie  neighbouring  drops 
iiitx)  a  larger  figure  by  its  proper  weight :  So  is  the  grace  of  G  OD,  the 
firft  principle  of  our  fpiritual  motion,  and  when  it  moves  us  into  its 
own  figure ,  and  hath  aftuated  and  ennobled  our  natural  powers  by 
the  inlluence  of  thiit  firft  incentive,  we  continue  the  motion  and 
-enlarge  the   Progrelfej    but  as  the  Circles  on  the  face  of  the  Wa- 
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Waters,  growes  weaker  till  it  hath  fmooth'd  it  felf  into  a  narurall  and 
even  current,  unlelTe  the  force  be  renewed  or  continued:  So  do  all 
onr  naturall  endeavours ,  wlen  nrfr  fet  a  work  by  G  O  D  S  preventing 
grace,  decline  to  the  iniperfe<^ion  of  its  own  kinde ,  unlelTe  the  lame 
force  be  made  energerical  and  operative  by  the  continuation  and  renew- 
ing of  the  fame  fupernatiiral  influence. 
5*  And  therefore  the  Eaftern  Magi,  being  firft  raifed  up  into  wonder 

and  curiolity,  by  tie  apparition  of  the  Star ,  were  very  far  from  find- 
ing Jesus  by  fuch  general  and  indefinite  fignifications  :  but  then 
the  goodneffe  of  GODS  grace  increafed  its  own  influence  y  for  an  in- 
fplfation  from  the  Spirit  of  GOD  admoniftied  them  to  obferve  the  Star, 
pcdit  ittteiieftam  ftiewed  the  Star  that  they  niight  finde  it,  taught  them  to  acknowledge 
I^Irofa'ulpTpt.  '^'  inftruded  them  to  underftand  its  purpofe,  and  invited  them  to  fol- 
low if,  and  never  left  them  till  they  had  found  the  holy  JESUS.  Thus 
alfo  GOD  deals  with  us.  He  gives  us  the  firft  grace,  and  addes  the 
fecond,  he  enlightens  cur  underftandings,  and  a^uates  our  faculties,  and 
fweetly  al/ureS  us  by  the  propofition  of  rewards ,  and  wounds  us  with 
the  arrows  of  his  love ,  and  inflames  us  with  fire  from  Heaven  *,  ever 
giving  us  new  afTiftances,  or  increafing  the  old  ,  refrefhing  us  with  com- 
forts, or  arming  us  with  patience*,  fometime  ftirring  our  afledions  by 
the  lights  held  out  to  our  underftanding ,  fometimes  bringing  confirma- 
tion to  our  underftanding  by  the  motion  of  our  affeftions,  till  by  variety 
of  means  we  at  laft  arrive  at  Bethlehem^  in  the  fei^viceand  entertainments 
of  the  holy  Jesus.  Which  we  fhall  certainly  do,  if  we  follow  the  in- 
yitations  of  grace  and  exteriour  afhftances  which  are  given  us  to  infiruft 
us,  to  help  us,  and  to  invite  us,  but  hot  to  force  our  endeavours  and 
,  cooperations. 

^  As  it  was  an  unfearchable  wifdom ,  fo  it  was  an  unmeafurable  grace 

oF  Providence  and  difpenfation  which  GOD  did,  exhibit  to  the  Wife 
men,  to  them  as  to  all  Men  difpofing  the  minifteries  of  his  grace, 
fweetly ,  and  by  proportion  to  the  capacities  of  the  perfon  fufcipienr. 
For  GOD  called  the  Gentiles  by  fuch  nieans  which  their  cuftomes 
and  learning  had  made  prompt  and  eafie.  For  thefe  Magi  Were  great 
Philofophers  and  Aftronomers,  and  therefore  GOD  fent  anjiraculous 
ftarre  to  invite  and  lead  them  to  a  new  and  more  glorious  light ,  the 
lights  of  Grace  and  Glory.  And  G  O  D  fo  blefled  them  in  following  the 
ftarre  to  which  their  innocent  curiofity  and  national  cuftomes  were  apt 
to  lead  »hem  ',  that  their  cuftom  was  chang'd  to  Grace,  and  their  learn- 
Tng  heightned  with  infpiration  ,  and  GOD  crown'd  all  with  a  fpiritu- 
al  and  glorious  event.  It  was  not  much  unlike,  which  GOD  did  to 
I  S4tno6  ^^  Princes  and  Diviners  among  the  Philiftines ,  who  fent  the    Ark 

back  with  five  golden  Enierods  and  five  golden  Micej  an  aft  proper* 
tionable  to  the  cuftom  and  fenfe  of  their  Nation  and  Religion',  yet 
GOD  accepted  their  opinion  and  divination  to  the  utmoft  end  they 
defign'd  it,  and  took  the  plagues  of  Emcrods  and  Mice  from  them ; 
For  oftentimes  the  cuftome  or  the  Philofophy  of  the  opinions  of  a 
Nation  are  made  inftrumentall  through  GODS  acceptance,  to  ends 
higher  then  they  can  produce  by  their  own  Energy  and  intendment: 
And  thus  the  Aftrologicall  divinations  of  the  Magi  were  turned  into 
the  order  ©f  a  greater  defigne  thcu  the  whole  art  could  promife,  their 
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imploynient  being  altered  into  Grace,  and  Nature  into  a  Miracle.  But 
then  when  the  ^Vife  men  were  brought  by  this  nieanes  and  had  ken 
JESUS,  then  GOD  rakes  waves  more  immediate  and  proportiona- 
ble to  the  Kingdom  of  Grace :  the  next  time,  GOD  fpeaks  to  them 
by  an  Angel.  For  fo  is  GODS  ufual  manner  to  bring  us  to  him  v 
firft,  by  wayes  agreeable  to  us,  and  then  to  incrcafe  by  wayes  agree- 
able to  himfelf.  And  when  he  hath  furnilhed  us  with  new  capacities, 
he  gires  new  lights  in  order  to  more  perfed:  imployments  :  And  ?  To 
him  that  bath,  jhall  be  given  full  meafure ,  pejfed  down ,  f})aken  together^ 
and  runmng  over'')  the  eternal  kindnefle  of  GOD  being  like  the  Sea, 
which  delights  to  runne  in  its  old  Channel!,  and  to  fill  the  hol- 
lownelTes '  of  the  Earth  which  it  k\i  hath  made  and  hath  once  wa- 
tered. 

This  Starre?  which  conduced  the  Wifemen  to  Bethlehem^  was  fet  in  5 

its  place  to  be  feen  by  alU  but  was  not  obferved  or  not  underftood, 
nor  its  mefage  obeyed  by  any  but  the  three  Wife  men :  and  indeed 
no  man  hath  caufe  to  complain  of  GOD,  as  if  ever  he  would  be  de- 
ficient in  affiftances  necelfary  to  his  fervice,  but  firft  the  grace  of  GOD 
feparates  us  from  the  common  condition  of  incapacity  and  indifpofiti- 
on,  and  then  we  feparate  our  felves  one  from  another  by  the  ufe  or 
negleft  of  this  Grace ,   and    GOD  doing  his  part  to  us ,    hath  caufe 
to  complain  of  us,  who  negleft  that  which  is  our  portion  of  the  work. 
And  however  even  the  ilTues  and  the  kindnelfes  of  GODS  Predefti- 
nacion  and  antecedent  mercy  does  very  much  toward  the  making  the 
Grace  to  be  tffedive  of  its  purpofe,  yet  the  manner  of  all  thpfe  in-  ^    'aw^'oiw 
fiuences,  and  operations  being  morall,  perfwafive,  reafonable,  anddi-  ^Bn^<h^'hc  dv^ 
vifible ',  and  by  concourfe  of  various  circumftances,  the  caufe  and  the  ?'^(  X^  ^^^ 
rffeft  are   brought  neerer  and  neerer  in  various   Sufcipients ,   but  not     cn/»a<j?7i7w/ 
brought  fo  clofe  together  j  but  that  GOD  expeds  us  to  do  ^  fome-  «f  «<?  ^^tn 
thing  towaids  itj  fo  that  we  may  fay  with  Saint  Faul^  It  is  not  I^  iwr  jt^St®- « />*i 
the  grace  of  Ood  that  is  with  me  j  and  at  the  fame  time,  when  by  rea-  aatXe.  £/c/;;'A 
ion  of  our  cooperation  we  acftuate  and  improve  GODS  grace,  and  Perfdi. 
become  diftinguilhed  from  other    perfons ,  mere   negligent  under  the  ^©i^^  /ae?» 
fame  opportunities ,  GOD  is  he ,  who  alfo  does  diftinguifli  us  by  the  l^^  \v%x*iY 
proportions  and  circumftantiate  applications  of  his  grace  to  every  lingu-  Q^Th,  EfchyL 
lor- capacity  j  that  we  may  be  careful  not  to  negleft  the  grace ,  and  yet  to  ijria  m  ^C, 
return  the  entire  glory  to  ''"GOD. 

Although  GOD,  to  fecond  the  generous  def!gne  of  thefe  wife  per-  ^ 

fonages  in  the  Enquiry  of  the  New  Prince,   made  the  fiarre  to  guide 
them  through  the  difficulties  of  their  journey,  yet   when  they  came 
to  Jerufalem,  the  f^arre  difappeared  j  G  O  D  Yo  refolving  to  try  their  ^5     » , ,  -    .  >,. 
Faith,  and  the  a(Sivitv  of  their  defiresj  to  remonOrate  to  them  that  GOD    ^'^/l'^^'-'^'^ 
is  the  LORD  of  ail  his  Creanires ,  and  a  voluntary  Dii^enfer  cf  his  \'^  ^'^^ '^f''» 
own  favc'jrs,  and  can  as  well  take  them  away  as  indulg'e  them,  and  "^  */ '^''^^ 'i' ''- 
to  engage  them  upon  the  ufe  of  ordinary  means  and  mmifteries  when  ^y^^/^'"-^ 
they  are  to  be  had',  for  now  the  extraordinary  and  miraculous  Guide  '/'"''^  ^^^^<"»* 
for  a  time  did  ceafe  •,  chat  they  being  at  Jerufdein  might  enquire  of  *^',*^^**^  -/'^ 
them,  whofe  office  and  profeffion  of  tiered  myfteries  did  oblige  them  «'^'^^f/«  "^^'-'^ 
to  puHifh  die  MESSIAS.    For  GOD  is  fo  great  a   lover   of  order,  ^ ''"^"J^ ^^^■■ 
fo  regular  and  ctitim  an  oadcr  of  us  to  ufe  thofe  ordinary  n»inific-  ^'^'«»«'^o«« 
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ries  of  his  own  appointing,  that  he  having  ufcd  the  extraordinary,  but  as 
Architects  do  Irair.es  cf  wood,  to  fuppcrt  the  arches  till  they  be  built, 
takes  them  away  when  the  work  is  ready,  and  leaves  us  to  thofe  c- 
ther  of  his  defignation,  and  hath  given  fuch  efficacy  to  thefe,  that 
they  aie  as  periwafive  and  operative  as  a  miracle  i  and  S.  Pauls  Ser- 
mon would  convert  as  many  ,  as  if  Mofes  fliould  rife  from  the  grave  j 
and  now  the  dodrines  of  Chrifiianicy  have  not  onely  the  fame  truth, 
but  the  fame  evidence  and  vercue  alfo  diey  had  in  the  midft  of  thofe 
prime  cenionfirations  extraordinary  by  miracle  and  prophecy,  if  Men  were 
equally  difpofed. 

-^  When  they  were  come  to  the  Dodors  of  the  Jews  they  afked  con- 

fidently,  and  with  great  opennel-e,  under  the  ear  and  eye  of  a  Ty- 
rant Prince,  bloody  and  timorous,  jealous  and  ambitious.  Where  is 
he  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews  .^  And  fo  gave  evidence  of  their  fairh> 
of  their  magnanimity  and  fearlel'e  confidence  and  profefTion  of  it,  and 
of  their  love  of  the  myftery  and  objeft ,  in  purfuance  of  which  they 
had  taken  fo  troublefome  and  vexatious  journeys  :  and  befides  that 
they  upbraided  the  tepidity  and  infidel  bafenefie  of  the  Jewifli  Nati- 
on, who  flood  unmoved  and  unconcerned  by  all  the  Circumftances 
of  wonder ,  and  ftirred  not  one  ftep  to  make  enquiry  after ,  or  to  vi- 
lit  the  new-born  King.  They  alfo  teach  us  to  be  open  and  confi- 
dent in  our  Religion  and  Faith,  and  not  to  confider  our  tempo- 
rail,  when  they  once  come  to  contefl  againft  our  Religious  in- 
terefts. 

The  Dolors  of  the  Jews  told  the  Wife  men  where  CHRIST 
was  to  be  born ,  the  Magi  they  addrelfe  themfelves  with  hafte  to  fee 
him ,  and  to  worfhip ,  and  the  Doftors  themfelves  ftirre  not  ?  GOD 
not  onely  ferving  himfelf  with  truth  out  of  the  mourhes  of  impious 
perfons,  but  magnifying  the  recelTes  of  his  Couiifell  and  Wifdome 
and  Predeflination ,  who^  ufes  the  fame  Do<^rine  to  glorifie  himfelf 
and  to  confound  his  enemies,  to  fave  the  Scholars,  and  to  condemne 
the  Tutors,  to  inftruft  one  and  upbraid  the  other  j  making  it  an  inflru- 
ment  of  Faith  and  a  conviftion  of  infidelity  *,  the  Sermons  of  the 
Do<9:ors  in  fuch  cafes  being  like  the  fpoiles  of  Bevers,  Sheep,  and 
Silkworms,  defigned  to  clothe  others,  and  are  made  the  occafions 
of  their  own  naked  nelTe,  and  the  caufes  of  their  Death.  But  as  it 
is  a  Demonftration  of  the  Divine  Wifdome ,  fo  it  is  of  humane  fol- 
ly, there  being  no  greater  imprudence  in  the  World  then  to  doe 
piigamottaiechefi  othcrs  advantage,  and  to  negleft  your  own.  If  thou  doefl  vcell  unto 
vivirin^aTcITi,  &  *^y  f^^f  ^^^  will  fpeak.  good  of  thee  :  But  if  thou  beeft  like  a  Chan- 
infeftcTomotire-  nell  in  a  Garden,  through  which  the  water  runnes ,  to  coole  and 
moiffen  the  Herbs ,  but  nothing  for  its  own  ufe  ',  thou  buildefi: 
a  fortune  to  them  upon  the  mines  of  thine  own  houfe,  while 
after  thy  petching  to  others^  thou  thy  felfe  doeft  become  a  caft~ 
away. 

9*  When  the  Wifemen  departed  from  Jerufalem  the  flar  again  appeared,  & 

they  rejoyced  with  exceeding  great  joy  jand  indeed  to  new  Converts  &  per- 
foi^s  in  their  firft  addrelfes  to  the  worfhip  of  GOD,  fuch  fpiritual  &  exterior 
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con.fovrs  are  often  indulged-,  bccau.'e  rhtn  GOD  judges  them  robe  nioft 
necdlur\s  js  h^ArJ  invitations  to  duty  by  die  entertainments  of  cur  alle- 
ctions  wirhfiichfyvecTntues,  which  re'prefent  the  glory  d  the  reward  by 
the  ancepiifis  and  refrelliments  difpenfcd  even  inthe  ruggednclfeof  the 
way  md  inccn'.nicditiec,  of  the  jcuTney.  All  other  delights  ate  the  plcafures 
cf  Bcafh  or  tlie  fpcrcs  of  children ',  thefe  are  the  antepafts  and  preventic«>s 
of  the  full  feafts  and  overtlowings  of  Eternity. 

when  they  csnie  to  BctblebeiJi,  and  the  Star  pointed  them  to  a  Stable,  j  o. 
theyentredin,  and  being  enlightned  with  a  Divine  ray  proceeding  from 
tlieface  of  the  holy  Childe,  and  feeing  through  the  cloud,  and  patTmg 
through  the  fcandai  cf  his  mean  lodging,  and  poor  condition,  they  bowed 
ihemfelvci:  to  the  earth  7  frft  giving  ikemfclves  dw  oblation  to  this  great 
King,  then  they  made  cfitring  of  rheir^z/r/ ;  for  a  Mans  perfon  is  firlt  ac- 
cepted, then  his  gift  j  GOE^  jirft  rirgirded  Abel^  and  then  accepted  his  of- 
fering, whichwe  are  beft  taught  to  underhand  by  the  prefent  inftance  j 
for  it  means  no  mpre,  but  that  all  onrvyard.  lervices  and  oblations  are  made 
acceptable  by  thepriourprefentation  of  animvard  facrilice.  If  we  have 
firfc  piefented  our  felves ,  thenourgift  is  pleafant,  as  coming  buttoex- 
prefie  the  truth  of  the  hrft  facriiice  :  but  ifour  perfons  be  notlirftmade  a 
Holocauft  to  G  O  D ',  the  lelfer  oblations  of  outward  prefenrs  are  like  Sa- 
crifices without /i?"/r  and  jire^  nothing  to  make  xhernx  "pleafant  or  religwur. 
For  all  other  fenfes  of  this  propofition  charge  upon  GOD  the  diftinguifli- 
i ng and  acceptation  cfperfons,  againft  which  he  folenmlyprotefts.  GOD 
regards  no  Mans  perfon,  but  according  to  the  doing  of  his  ciuty  j  but  then 
GOD  i^faidfirft  to  accept  the  perfon,  and  then  the  gift,  when  the  per- 
fon is  firll  fan<S'ified  and  given  to  GOD  by  the  vows  and  habits  of  a  holy 
life ,  and  then  all  the  ad'ions  of  his  religion  arc  homogeneal  to  their  prin- 
ciple, and  accepted  by  tlie  acceptation  of  the  Man. 

Thefe  Magi  prefented  to  the  holy  Babe  Gold,    Frankincenfe  and         J  I. 
Mirrhe,  protefiing  their  faith  of  three  Articles  by  the  fymbolica]  oh- 
Jation  :  By  Gold,  that  he  was  a  King,  by  Incenfe,  thathe  wasa  GOD, 
hy  Myirhe,  that  he  was  a  Man  •,  aad  the  prefents  alfo  were  reprefen- 
tative  cf  interiour  veimes:  The  Myirhe  fignifying  Faith,  Mortificati- 
on, Chaftity,  Compunftion,  and  all  the  ati-ions  of  the  purgative  way 
of  Spiritual  life:    Ihe  Incenfe  iignif/ing  Hope,  Prayer,   Obedience, 
good  Intention,  and  all  the  aftions  and^  Devotions  of  the  Illumina- 
tive :  The  giving  the  Gold,   reprefenting  love  to    GOD,    and  our 
Neighbours,  tht  contempt  of  riches,  Poverty  of  Spirit,  and  all  the 
eminencies  and  fpirirual  riches  of  the  unirive  lifej    and  thefe  oblati- 
ons if  we  prefent  to  the  holy  jESUS,  both  our  perfons  and  cur  gifts  12^ 
fliall  be  accepted,  our  fins  \\vi\\   be  purged,  our  uuderftandings  en- Nimf.<r.uiie«ii,ani^ 
lightned,  and  our  wills  united  to  this  holy  childe,  and  entitled  to  ^tV.tUn\,td^. 
communion  of  all  his  glories.                                                                     "ore» 

And  thus  in  one  rmv  and  \'xo  inflances,  GOD  hath  drawn  all  the  ug^gamVrf ''""'' 
AVorld  to  himfelf  by  his  Son  JESUS',  in  the  infrance  of  the  Shep-  no, £ q* tnVam'f u- 
herds  and  the  Pcrfian  Magi  Jews  and  GcAntiles,  Leurned  and  nnlear- "•• '""amm'^ '""  "* 
ned.  Rich  and  Poor,  Noble  and  Ignoble  ;  that  in  hini  all  Nations,  and  aSL"'" ''^'* 
all  Conditions,  and  all  Families,  and  all  perfons  Uiightbe  blelfed,  having  J.V- '^  J,"fo"*  ^"'' 
called  all  by  one  Star  or  other, by  natural  reafon,  or  by  the  fecrets  of  Philo-  """^  '''vixuTn amrii. 
'ibphy,  by  the  Revelations  of  the  Gofpel,  or  bv  theminiftcry  cf  Angel£,by  s^i^;,f"««'^«i«'' 
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the  illuminations  of  the  Spirit,  or  ^y  Sermons,  and  Dilates  of  fpiritml 
Fathers  j  and  hath  coni^gned  this  lefion  t©  us ,  That  we  muft  never  appear 
before  the  LORD  empty  *,  oitering  gifts  to  him  by  the  eicpences,  or  by  the 
aftedions  cf  charity,  either  thewoffliipping,  or  the  oblations  of  Religion, 
either  the  riches  cf  the  World ,  or  the  love  of  the  Soul  j  for  if  we  cannot 
bring  gold  with  the  rich  Per^ans,  we  nnay  with  the  poor  Shepherds  come 
and^7/e  the  Son  left  he  be  angry  ,  and  in  all  cafes  come  and  ferve  him  with 
fear  and  reverena^and  fpiritual  rtjcycings. 


The     P  R  A  Y  EPv. 

MOft  ho!}'  JESV ,  thou  art  the  glory  of  thy  people  IfraeU  <ind  a  light  to  the 
Gentiles^  and  wert  pleafed  to  call  the  Gentiles  to  the  adoration  and  klton'- 
ledge  of  thy  facredperfon  and  larvs^  commnicating  the  ineftimible  riches  of  thy 
holy  Difcipline,  to  all^  with  an  univerfalundiftinguijhing  love  j  give  unto  usfpi^ 
ritsdocible^pious^prudent^  and  ductile^  that  no  motion  or  invitation  of  grace  be 
ineffe^ual,  but  may  produce  excellent  effeUsupon  «;,  and  the  fecretwhifpersof 
thyfpirit  may  prevailupon  our  afeftions  in  order  to  piety  and  obedience^  as  cer~ 
tainly  asthe  loudeft  and  moft  clajwrous  Sermons  oftheGofpel.  Create  inusfuch 
Bxcellencies  as  are  fit  to  be  prefented  to  thy  glorious  Ma'jefty ,  accept  of  the  obla- 
tion ofmyfelf  andmy  entire  fer vices  j  but  be  thou  pleafed  toverifie  my  offerings 
andfecurethepojfefiontothyfelf  that  the  enemy  may  not  pollute  the  facrifice  ^  or 
divide  the  gift^  or  queftion  the  title  '■,  but  that  I  may  be  wholly  thine^  and  for  ever  '■, 
clarifie  my  underftanding,fanMe  my  will^  replenijh  my  memory  vcith  arguments  of 
fiety^  then  /hall  I  prefent  to  thee  an  oblation  rich  and  precious  as  the  treble  gift  of 
the  Levantine  Princes ',  LOKD  I  am  thine^  rejeB  me  not  from  thy  favour ,  ex- 
clude me  not  from  thy  pre  fence ,  then  (!)  all  I  ferve  thee  all  the  dayes  of  my  life^  and 
fartake  of  the  glories  of  thy  Kingdomin  which  thou  reigneft  glorioujly  andeternaL 
ly.  Amen. 
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Of  the  Circumcifton  ofjESZ)S^  and  his 
frefentation  in  the  Temple. 


[Nd  now  the  blelTed  SAVIOUR  of  the  World  began  to  do  the  li 

work  of  his  mifPion,  and  our  redemption,  and  becaufeMan 
hid  prevaricated  all  the  Divine  Commandments,  to  which  all 
humane  nature  refpedively  to  the  perfons  of  feveral  capacities 
was  obligcil,  and  therefore  the  whole  nature  was  obnoxious 
to  the  juft  rewards  of  its  demerits :  Firft  CHRIST  was  to  put  that  nature 
he  had  airumed  into  a  faveable  condition  by  fulfilling  his  Fathers  precep- 
tive will  ,  and  then  to  reconcile  it  a<ftually  by  fufiering  the  juft  deferrings 
of  its  prevarications.  He  therefore  addrelTes  himfelf  to  all  the  parts  of  an 
a<ftive  obedience,  and  rvhen  eight  dayes  vere  accontphjhedfor  the  circurndftng  of 
the  childe,  he  cxpofed  his  tender  body  to  the  fiiarpneffe  of  the  circumcifing 
Aone,  and  fhed  his  blood  in  drops,  giving  an  earneft  ofthofe  rivers  which 
he  did  afterwards  pour  out  for  the  eleanfing  all  humane  nature?  and  cxtin- 
guifhing  the  wrath  of  GOD. 

He  that  had  no  fin,  ncr  was  conceived  by  natural  generation,  could  have  ^^ 

110  udherencies  to  his  foul  or  body  which  needed  to  be  pared  away  by  a 
rite ,  and  cleanfed  by  a  myftery  •,  neither  indeed  do  we  finde  it  expreffed,  .^     ^  ^^^  ^. 
that  Circumcifion  was  ordained  for  abolition  or  pardon  of  original  fin ,  (it  ^  /!?,  T  jt" 
is  indeed  prefumed  fo  0  but  it  was  inftituted  to  be  a  feal  of  a  Covenant /"I  ^'*'^ 
berA'een  GOD  and  Abraham^  and  Abrahams  pofterity  ->  A  feal  of  the  righte^  ^  ^'^^ , , 
Gufne(fe  of  faith  ^  and  therefore  was  not  improper  for  him  to  fufe,  who  was  ^,V^'^!^^,^.  ^ 
the  chWdt  of  Abraham.,  and  who  v/as  the  Prince  of  the  covenant ,  and  the  *°^** ']-;**'*    "^J'' 
anther  and  finijher  of  that  faithy  whichwasconfigned  to^Ard/74f7;inCircumci-  ^""^  i^ioum 
fion.    But  fo  myfterious  were  all  the  anions  of  jESUS,  that  this  one  fervid  ^y^'^'^^^^ 
many  ends:  for  i.  It  gave  demonftration  of  the  verity  of  himiane  nature,  ^^^^-^^^P 
2.  So  he  began  to  fulfil  the  law,  ^.  And  took  from  himfelf  the  fcandal  oi '^^^,^*' ^^^ 
uncircumciiion,  which  would  eternally  have  prejudiced  the  ]ews  againft  pa'l.EvaSi.e . ' 
his  entertainment  and  communion ',  4.  And  then  he  took  upon  him  that 
name  which  declaf  d  him  to  be  the  SAVIOVR  of  the  World,  which  as  it 
was  confummate  in  the  blood  of  the  Crolfe,  fo  was  it  inaugurated  in  the 
blood  of  Ciixumcifion ,  Forwhen  the  eight  dayes  were  accomplijhed  for  circwn- 
cifing  of  the  childe^  his  name  was  called  JESVS, 
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^.  But  this  holy  Fantily  who  h^d  laid  up  thtir  joyes  in  the  eyes  and  heart 

of  GOD,  IcRg  d  till  they  mi^  hr  be  pcrrmitred  an  addrelTe  to  the  Terrple, 
that  there  they  might  pi  tienc  die  holy  Babe  unto  his  Father  ?  and  indeed 
that  he,  who  had  no  ctlier ,  might  be  brought  to  his  own  houfe :  For  al- 
though ,  while  he  was  a  cliildtr,  he  did  differ  nothing  from  a  fervant ,  yet 
he  was  the  Lord  of  the  place  ?  It,w.ts  bis  Father e  houfe,  and  he  was  the  Lord 
of  all  ^  ard  therefore  Yfhe?i  the  dayes  of  the  purification  were  accowpliff^ed  ^  they 
brought  him  to  Jesv.jakm  topefent  him  to  the  Lord  j  To  whom  he  was  holy  as 
being  the  frit  born  •,  the  'Mr  born  of  his  Mother ,  the  onely  begotten  Son 
of  his  Father,  and  t-/:e  ^?/Wjcrn  <5/eL'^)7  creature.  And  they  did  with  him 
according  tothe  law  ofMofes,  ortering  a  pair  of  Turtle  Doves  for  his  re- 
demption. 

4,  But  there  was  no  publick  aft  about  this  holy  childe ,  but  it  was  attend- 

ed by  fomerhing  miraculous  and  extraordinary.  And  at  this  inftanr  the 
Spirit  of  GOD  direfted  a  holy  perfon  into  the  Temple,  that  he  might  feel 
the  fulfilling  of  a  Prophecy  made  to  himfelf ,  that  he  might  btrfore  his 
death  behold  the  LORD's  CHRIS  t^  and  imbrace  the  glory  and  confolation 
pflfrael^  and  the  light  of  the  Gentiles  in  his  arms ,  for  old  Simeon  came  by  the 

.-r  Spirit  into  the  Temple^  and  when  the  Parents  brought  in  the  childe  JESU  S^ 

then  took^he  him  up  in  his  arms  and  bleffed  OOD^  and  prophefied,  and  fpake 
glorious,  things  of  t/;4tc/;?/tife,  and  things  fad  and  glorious  concerning  his 
Mother  i  that  the  chjidewasfetfor  the  rifing  and  falling  of  many  in  Jfrael^  for 
afigne  that  jJjould  be  fpoken  again}}  •,  and  the  bitterneFe  of  that  contradid-icii 
fiiould  pierce  the  heart  of  the  holy  Virgin  Mother  likeafwcrd,  that  her 
joy  at  the  prefent  accidents  might  be  attempered  with  prefent  revelation 
of  her  future  trouble,  and  the  excellent  favour  of  being  the  Mother  cf 
GOD  might  be  crowned  with  the  reward  of  Martyrdom ,  and  a  Mo- 
thers love  beraifed  up  to  an  excellency  great  enough  to  make  herfufier 
the  bitternefieof  being  transfixed  with'  his  love  aiid  forrow  as  with  jl 
fword. 

5^  .    But  old  Anna  theProphetcife  came  alfo  in  ,  full  of  years,  andjov,  and 

found  the  reward  of  her  long  prayers  and  fafting  in  rhe  Tenrple ,  the  long 
looked  for  redemption  of  Ifrael  was  now  in  the  Temple,  and  flie  faw 
with  her  eyes  the  Light  cf  the  World,  the  Heir  cf  Heaven  ,  the  long 
looked  for  M^iJziZ/ whom  the  Nations  had  defired  and  expefted  till  their 
hearts  were  faint ,  and  their  eyes  dimme  with  looking  further  and  appre- 
hending greater  difcances:  She  alio  prcphefied  and  gave  thankj  unto  the 
Lord.  But  ]^nfephand  his  Mother  marvelled  at.  thofe  things  which  were  fpoh^i 
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Conjidcrations  upon  the  Circumcijion  of  the 
holy  childe  JESUS. 

[Hen  eight  dayes  were  come,  the  holy  J  E  S  II  S  was  circumci- 
'  fed,  and  filed  the  firft  fruits  of  his  blood,  offering  them  to  God 
like  the  pralibation  of  afacrifice,  and  earneft  of  the  great  fcas 
of  etliilion  defigned  for  his  Paflion,  not  for  the  expiation  of 
any  ftaine  himfelf  hadcomraftedi  for  he  wasfpotlefleas  the 
face  of  the  Sunne ,  and  had  contrad'ed  no  wrinkle  from  the  aged  and 
polluted  brow  of  Adam  *,  but  it  was  an  a<^  of  obedience,  and  yet  of 
choice  and  voluntary  fufcepcion,  to  which  no  obligation  had  palled  up- 
on him  in  the  condition  of  his  owne  perfon:  For  as  he  was  included 
in  the  vjtrge  of  Abrafwns  pofterit}',  and  had  put  on  the  common  out- 
fide  of  his  Nation,  his  Parents  had  intimation  enough  to  pafle  upon 
him  the  Sacrament  of  the  Narionall  Covenant,  and  it  became  an  ad 
cf  excellent  obedience  j  but  becaufe  he  was  a  perfon  extraordinary, 
and  exempt  from  the  reafons  of  Circumcifion  ,  and  himfelf  in  perfon 
was  ro  give  period  to  the  rite,  therefore  it  was  an  ad:  of  choice  in  him, 
and  in  both  the  capacities  becomes  a  precedent  ofduty  to  us^ia the  firft  of 
obedience^  in  diefecond  of/.-Mwi/iry. 

But  it  is  confiderable  ,  that  the  holy  JESUS,  who  might  have 
pleaded  his  exemption,  efpecially  in  a  matter  of  pain  and  difhonour,  yet 
rhofcthat  way  which  was  more  fevere  and  regular,  fo  teaching  us  to  be 
firid  inour  duties,i>ndfparing  in  the  rights  of  priviledge  and  difpenfation  ^ 
every  indifpof  tion  of  body  excufes  us  from^  penall  duties,  from  fafting, 
from  going  to  Church',  and  inftantly  we  will  fatisfie  our  felves  with  fay- 
i-ng,  God  will  have  mercy  and  not  facrificc  ■■,  fo  making  our  felves  Judges  of 
our  owne  prlviledges,  in  which  commonly  we  are  parties  againft  God, 
and  therefore  likely  to  pafle  unequailfentence.  It  is  not  an  eafie  argu- 
ment that  will  bring  us  to  the  feverities  and  rigours  of  our  dutie,  but 
wefnatch  at  occafions  of  difpenfation,  and  therefore  poflibly  may  mif- 
fake  the  juflice  of  the  cpportunities  by  the  importunities  of  our  de- 
fres.  However,  if  this  too  much  eafmelTe  be  in  any  cafe  excufable  from 
linne  ?  yet  in  all  cafes  it  is  an  argument  cf  infirmity,  and  the  regular  ob- 
fervation  cf  the  Commandment  is  the  fuier  way  to  perfeftion.  For 
not  every  inconvenience  cf  body  is  fit  ro  be  pleaded  againft  the  in- 
convenience of  loofmg  fpirituali  advantages  ,  but  onely  fuch  which 
Hpon  prudent  account  dees  ifitreoch  upon  the  Lawes  of  Charity  *, 

or 
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oi*  fuchwhofe  confcquencis  likely  to  he  impediment  of  a  duty  in  a  greater 
degree  gf  lofle  then  the  prefeut  ouiilTion.  For  the  ipiric  being  in  many  per- 
feaions  more  eminent  then  the  body,  ail  fpirituall  improvements  have  the 
fame  proportions  •,  fo  that  if  we  were  juft  cftimators  of  things,  it  ought 
nottobeleffe  then  a  great  incomniodity  to  the  body,  which  wemeaaro 
prevent  by  the  lofieof  a  fpirituall  benefit,  or  the  omiffion  cf  a  duty  i  he 
Were  very  improvident,  who  would  lo<^fe  a  finger  for  the  good  hufbandry  of 
faving  a  duckat  j  audit  would  bean  unhandfome  excufe  from  the  duties 
of  repentance  to  pretend  care  of  the  body.  The  proportions  and  degrees 
«  of  this  are  fo  nice  and  of  fo  difficult  determidiation,  that  men  are  more  apt 
to  micie  the  girdle  of  dlfcipline  with  the  loofe  hands  of  difpcnfation  and 
excufe,  then  to  ftrain  her  too  hard  by  the  ftriftures  and  bindings  of  feveri- 
ty,  but  the  error  were  the  furer  on  this  fide. 

g.  The  bleifed  J  E  S  U  S  refufed  not  the  fignature  of  this  bloody  Covenant, 

though  it  were  the  Charaderof  a  Sinner,  and  did  Sacramentallyrefci  nd 
the  impure  rcliques  of  Adam,  and  the  contra<^ions  of  evil  cuftomes,  which 
was  the  greateft  defcent  of  humility  that  is  inraginable,  that  he  fiiould  put 
himfelf  to  pain  to  be  reckoned  amongft  finnersand  to  have  their  Sacraments 
and  their  Proteftations,  though  his  innocence  was  purer  then  the  flames 
of  Cherubim.  But  we  ufe  arts  to  feem  more  righteous  then  we  are,  de- 
fk'mg  I'ithci^  to  he  accounted  holy ^  then  to  ^e?  asthinkingthevanity  of  re- 
putation more  ufefuU  to  us,  then  the  happineffe  of  a  remote  and  fjr  diftant 
Eternity.  But  if  (as it  isfaid)  Circmnciiion  was  ordained,  befides  the 
figningof  the  Covenant,  to  abolifh  the  guilt  of  Originall  iin,  we  are  wil- 
ling to  confel:'e  that,  it  being  no  aft  of  humiliation  to  confelTe  a  crime  that 
all  the  world  is  equally  guilty  of,  that  could  not  be  avoided  by  our  time- 
licft  induftry,  and  that  ftf  ves  us  fc  r  fo  many  ends  in  the  excufe  and  mincra^^ 
tion  of  our  aftuali  impieties  i  fo  that  as  Diogenes  trampled  upon  Plato^s  pride 
with  a  greater  faftuoufnefie,  and  humorous  oAenration ;  fo  we-  do  with  Ori- 
^z/w//finv  declameagainfi:it  bitterly  to  favc  the  ot^erj-  harm lelTe,  and  are 
free  in  the  publication  of  this,  that  we  may  be  inflructed  how  to  conceal 
the  aftuall .  The  bleffed  ]  E  S  U  S  had  in  him  no  principle  of  fin,  originall 
noraftuall,  and  therefore  this  defignation  of  his  in  fubmitting  himfelf  to 
the  bloody  Covenant  of  Circumcifion,  which  was  a  juO:  exprelTe  and  Sacra- 
mentall  abfciflion  of  it,  was  an  ad  of  glorious  humility  i  yet  our  char- 
ging of  our  felves  fo  promptly  with  Ada-ms  fault,  what  ever  truth  it  may  have 
iatlie  ftridnefie  of  Theology,  hath  put  an  111  end  in  morality  j  and  fo  I  now 

4,  confider  it  without  any  reflexion  upon  the  precife  Queftion. 

For  though  the  fall  of  Adam  loft  to  him  all  thofe  fupcrnaturall  affiftances 
which  God  put  in  to  our  na-t  ore  by  way  of  grace,  yet  it  is  by  accident  that 
we  are  more  prorie  to  many  fins  then  we  are  to  vertuc,  Adams  fin  did  difcom- 
pofe  his  underft anding  and  afl'eftioRS  •,  andevei^  fin  we  do,does  ftill  make  us 
more  unreafonahle,  more  violent,  more  fenfuall,  more  apt  ftill  to  the  mul- 
tiplication of  the  fame  or  the  like  anions  *,  the  firft  rebellion  of  the  infe- 
riour  faculties  againft  the  will  and  underftanding  and  every  viftory  the  flefh 
gets  over  the  fpirit  makes  the  inferiourinfolent,  ftrong,  tumultuous,  domi- 
neering and  triumphant,  upon  the  proportionable  ruins  of  the  fpirit,  bhnd- 
iog  our  reafon  and  binding" our  will :,  and  all  thefe  violations  of  our  powers 
are  increafed  by  the  perpetuall  ill  cuftomes  and  falfe  principles  and  ridi- 
culous guifes  of  the  World ',  which  makes  the  latter  ages  to  be  worfe  then 

die 
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the  "^  former,  unlelTe  fonie  other  accident  do  intervene  to  Aop  the  ruine  "^  rn'twc^t^i  k) 
and  declenfion  of  vertuc,  ftich  as  are  Gods  judgements,  the  fending  of  Pro-  iyy^t  ^tr2i  yty^ 
phets,  new  impofiticn  of  law?,  mefTagcs  from  heaven,  diyintrinflitutions,  ^ihe  ^i\lir>ie  7t 
fuch  as  in  particular  was  the  great  Difcipline  of  Chiiftianity.  And  even  in  itlus  ^^van  j^-n'r 
this  fence  here  is  Origination  enough  for  fni  and  impairing  of  thereafon-  ^,i^,,  i^rKiwe 
able  faculties  of  humane  fouls  without  charging  our  faults  upon  Adam.  ^        ^i^y^  ^le-^^fvai^ 

But  befides  this ',  God  v/ho  hath  propounded  to  man  glorious  conditions,  ^^^^  ,ofjui*^. 
and  defignd  him  to  an  eyxellent  Uate  of  immortality,  hath  required  of  Por;,^^r.i'.4.fcua« 
him  fuch  a  duty  as  fhall  put  man  to  laboui-,  and  prefent  to  G  O  D  a  fervice  ^'« "  "'^'-■^• 
of  a  fiee  and  dr^cult  obedience.  For  therefore  GOD  hath  given  us  laws,  ^• 

which  come  croife  and  are  reftraints  to  oir  nacurall  inclinations  that  we  may 
partwithfomethingintheftrviceof  GOD,  which  we  value.  For  although 
this  is  nothing  in  refpect  of  G  O  D  yet  to  man  it  is  the  greateft  he  can  do. 
What  thanks  were  it  to  man  to  obey  G  O  D  in  fuch  things  which  he  would 
do  though  he  were  not  commanded.  But  to  leave  all  our  own  defires,  and  ^ 
to  take  up  objects  of  GODS  propounding  contrary  to  our  own,  and  de- 
fires  againft  oui"  nature,  this  is  that  which  GOD  defign  dasafacrifice  of 
oiirfelvestohim.  And  therefore  GOD  hath  made  many  of  his  laws  to  be 
prohibitions  in  the  matter  of  naturall  pleafiire,  and  reftraints  of  our  fenfitive 
appetite.   Now  this  being  become  the  matter  of  Divine  laws ,  that  we 
fiiould  in  many  parts  and  degrees  abftaine  from  what  pleafes  our  lenfes,  by 
this  fupervening  accident  it  happens  that  we  are  very  hardly  weaned  frona 
finne,  but  moft  eafily  tempted  to  a  vice.  And  then  we  think  we  have  reafon 
to  lay  the  fault  upon  originall  finne  and  naturall  averfation  from  good- 
neiie,  when  this  iriclination  to  vice  is  but  accidentall,  and  occafionall  upon 
the  matter  and  fanction  of  the  laws.     Our  nature  is  mt  contrary  to  vertue^  for 
the  laws  of  nature,  and  right  reafon  do  not  only  oblig«;us,but  "^  incline  us  to  ^  To;«y^  f*i  i 
if,  hut  the  inl}ances  of fomevertues  aremade  to'co77ie  crofeGurnature^  that  is  ^tirs'/c  x»><««*/ff 
to  our  naturall'  appetites  by  reafon  of  which  it  conies  topalTe,that  (as  S.'^  Paul  y\t7i  £VKOT»<^r- 
fayes)  vre  are  b)  nature  the  children  of  wrath  ,   meaning ,  that  by  our  naturall  >  >  k^'^  f^ 
iiiclinations  we  are  difpofed  to  contradict  thofe  laws  which  lay  fetters  upon  xKp:S.^/>efv  ih-' 
them,  we  are  apt  to  fatisfie  thelufts  of  the  flejl) ,  for  in  theie  he  there  in-  «-wv"  [^i]tfiofi* 
fiances.  ^'Ul^it  n'o/^tt, 

But-.in  things  intellcctuall  and  fpiriruall,  where  neither  the  one  nor  the  Himu.Ep'^  r^nii. 
other  fatistie  the  fenfuall  part,  we  are  indifferent  to  vertue  or  to  vice,  and  ^* 

when  we  do  amilTe  it  is  wlwlly  and  in  all  degrees  ineKcufably  oui-  own  fault. 
I n  the  old  law  when  it  was  a  duty  to  fwear  by  the  GOD  of  Ifrael  i n  folemn  . 
caufeF,  men  were  apt  enough  to  fwear  by  himonely,  and  that  fometimes 
the  Jfraelites  did  fwear  by  the  Queen  of  "heaven ,  it  was  by  the  ill  example 
and  defiies  to  comply  with  the  neighbour  nations,  whofe  dauglirers  they 
fometime  married,  or  whofe  arms  they  feared,  or  whofe  friendfliip  they 
defired,  or  with  whom  they  did  negotiate.  It  is  indifferent  to  us  to  love 
our  Fathers  and  to  love  {Grangers,  according  as  we  are  determined  by  cu- 
ftome  or  education.  Nay  for  fo  much  of  it  as  Js  naturall  and  originall,  we 
are  more  inclind  to  love  them ,  then  to  difrepute  them ,  and  if  we  difobey 
them  it  is  when  any  injunction  of  theirs  comes  croife  to  our  naturall  def  res 
and  purpofes.  But  if  from  our  infancie  we  be  told  concerning  a  ftranger  that 
he  is  our  Father,  we  frame  our  affections  to  nature,  and  our  natuie  to  cu- 
flome  and  education,  and  are  as  apt  to  love  him  who  is  not ,  and  yet  is  faid 
to  be,  as  him,  who  is  faid  not  to  be5and  vet  indeed  is  our  natarall  Father. 

And 
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7.  And  in  fenfuall  things',  if  GOD  had  commanded  Polygamy  orp4  0- 
niifcuous  Concubinate,  or  unlimited  eatings  and  drinkings,  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed,  but  that  we  Aiould  have  been  ready  enough  to  have  obeyed  GOD 
in  all  fuch  impofitions.  And  the  fons  of  Ifael  never  murmured,  when 
GOD  bade  them  borrow  jewels  and  ear-rings,and  fpoil  the  Egyptians:  Bur 

^  .  becaufe  GOD  reftiaind  thefe defnes,  our  duties  are  the  harder,  because 

tarduat^s imu?l  ^1^^^  ^'"^  ittt&s  to  our  liberty  and  contradiftions  to  thofe  naturall  irclina- 
dannavir/edui- ^o^s-j  which  alfo  are  made  more  a<^ive  by  evil  cuftome  and  unhandfome 
tra  nob  b  quod  educations.  From  which  premifcs  we  fliall  obferve  in  order  to  praftife, 
opoicebatindul-  that  fin  creeps  upon  us  in  our  education  "^  fo  racitely  and  undifcernably, 
^TLl  "'^  "°"  ^^^^  w^  miftake  the  caufe  of  it,  and  yet  fo  prevalently  and  elieftually,  that 
iiii luperarufic  ^^  )"age  it  to  be  oiu"  very  natire,  and  charge  it  upo«  Adam^  to  leilen  the 
quampropofico.  iniputation upon  US  or  to  encreafe  the  licence  or  the  confidence,  when 
,  ^uincil.  orac.  j^  every  one  of  us  is  the  Ada7n^  the  rrmn  of  fm^  and  the  parent  of  our  own  im- 
'2:«io;c;«TOf<?«j7\,  purities.  For  it  is  notorious  that  our  own  iniquities  do  fo  difcompofe  our 
iv»jtjfA£ix  firof  naruralls,  and  evill  cuftonies  and  examples  do  fo  incourage  impietie ,  and 
'nt  T»»  fv^^i  i.  the  law  of  G  O  D  enjoy ns  fuch  vermes  which  do  violence  to  nature,  that 
yo^A  cTra^uy ,  oiir  proclivitv  to  fin  Woccafiond  by  the  accident,  and  is  caufed  by  our  felvef, 
•Tai^TwyyS.  :;,cj  5.  a,  ^whatever  mifchief  ^J^j  did  to  us,  we  do  more  to  our  felves.  We  are 
titoj  Jitlucia,  taught  to  be  revengeful  in  our  cradles,and  ai"e  taught  to  ftrike  our  Neighbor 
Arilt  2.Top  eg  as  a  means  to  ft  ill  our  frow^rdneire,and  to  fatisfieour  wranglngs.  Our  nurfts 
Hj>^^*\t7V{  £<^>?,  teach  us  to  know  the  greatneiTe  cf  our  birth,  or  the  riches  of  our  inheritance, 
•fa3-©-  «ra-/)a'-  or  they  learn  us  to  be  proud,  or  to  be  impatient,  before  they  learn  us  to 
^»  JW^r.  know  GOD,  or  to  fay  our  Prayers  •,  And  then  becaufe  the  ufe  of  reafon 

»!2^'tienr.  ^^"'  <^0"i^s  3t  no  definite  time  ,  but'infenfibly  and  divifibly  ,  we  are  permitted 
ipfura  ^^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  w^"^^  impunity  too  long  ,  deferring  to  repute  them  to  be  fins ,  till 
concutf,  namq;  the  habite  is  grown  firong,  naturall  and  mafculine,  and  becaufe  from  the 
tjbivitiorum  in-  infancie  it  began  in  inclinations,  and  tender  overtures  and  fiighter  aftions  *, 
ieyentoliTi  ^^f^zm  is  laid  in  the  fault,  and  orjginall  fmne  did  all',  and  this  clearely  we 
confumX  therefore  confeffe,  ^  that  our  faults  may  feem  the  lelTe,  and  the  mifery  be 
la  namaae  pretended  natui"al,that  it  may  be  thought  to  be  irremediable,and  thertfcre 

Bcgiedis  iirenda  we  not  engaged  to  endeavour  a  cure,  fothat  theconfefKonof  our  original! 
fihx  innakitur  fin,  is  no  imitation  cf  CHRIS TS  humility  infutiering  Circumcifionj  but 
Korat  fat^r  -*    ^^°  °^^^"  ^"  ^^  °^"  Pride,carelel!enefie,iguorancc  aud  fecurity. 

Ante  palatum  eorum  qaam  OS  in  itii  mns  dudcmu*  ft  quid  JiccPtius  dxcnnt.  Verba  ne  Alexardr  nis 
quidem  perm  tcendadeliciisrifu  &  ofculo  exciprmi;s.  Fit  exhjs  cou^tieiudo,,  dejndc  nature  Difcunthjtc 
miferi,  antequamlcinntv'tiatJie    Qiuntii.  J  i.  c  2. 

Tanta  tit  con upcUa  malxconiutciidjnib  lu  ab  e.»  canquam  ignituhcitingiuntur  a  n.;ti:ra d^tijcxorianturq; 
&  conHrmeiKur  coatraria  vitia  C  icero. 

ep.  Jjmotb. 

8.  At  the  Circunicifion  his  Parents  impos'd  the  holy  name  told  to  the  Vir- 
gin by  the  Angel,  hisnamewas  called  JESUS',  ananie  above ^veryname^ 
For  in  old  times  G(>D-^vas  known  by  namesof  power^cf  nature,GfMa)efty: 
But  his  name  of  me/cy  was  referved  till  now ,  when  G  O  D  did  -purpofe  to 
powreout  the  whole  treafure  of  his  mercy  by  the  mediation  and  miniftery 
of  his  holy  Son.  And  becaufe  GOD  gave  to  tlie  Holy  Ea!  e  the  nanje,  in 
which  the  n"eafures  of  mercy  were  depofited,  and  exalted  this  name  above  all 
names,we  are  taught  that  the  purpo.%  of  his  Counfel  was,  to  exalt  and  mag- 

nine 
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nine  his  mercy  above  all  his  other  works,  he  being  delighted  with  this  ex-  Nomtnenim  jesu 
cellentdemonO  ration  of  it,  in  the  miiTion  ,  and  nianifefration  and  Cruci-  "'MXcurtnifi"* 
fixion  cf  his  Son',  he  hath  changed  rhe  inettable  name,into  a  name  utterable  ri7/)a^a>uf««TDr 
lay.  man  and  deiireal:)]e  by  all  the  world,  the  Maieftyis  all  ai^aved  in  robes  voc««ucn  ^e.  i.hin 
of  nitrcy,    the  Tttragranmiaton  or  adoreable  myfrtryof  the  Patriarks  eft,  muita  de  rT.>ft«- 
is  made  fit  for  pronunciation  and  expreflion,  when  it  becomes  the  name  p?d''G»iV?n!rm  "  ** 
of  the  L  O  R  D  S  CHRIST.  And  if  J  E  H  O  V  A  H  be  full  of  majefly  f^f,;";4';;;,i';;sr 
and  terrour,  rhe  name    jESUS  is  full  of  fweetnefle  and  mercy.  It  bj.'i'jr"'""'" 
is  G  O  D  clothed  with  circumfiancesof  facility,  and  opportunities  of  ap-  Aw  lin  ^S  fjuyd 
proximation.The  great  and  higheft  name  of  GOI>  could  not  be  pronounced  >^o"  ©«»  "^'f  «>- 
truely,  till  it  came  to  be  finiffiedwitha  Gutturall  that  made  up  the  name  5/>iin)iJ/» 
given  by  the  Angel  to  this  holy  childe ,  ncr  GOD  received  or  entertain-  "ti^et  <mf.x«»59©^ 
ed  by  men  till  he  was  made  hjimane  and  fenfible  by  the  adoption  of  a  fen-  -^ynmc  ofxanifju.' 
fitive  nature ,  like  vowels  pronunciable  by  the  intertexture  of  a  Confo-  »t^«>^ 
nant.  Thus  v/as  his  perfon  made  tangible  and  his  nan  e  utterable,  and  his  riasae^  ^^mfJa 
merry  brought  home  to  our  necefTuies,  and  the  myftery  made  explicate,  at  <j)4e^i.,7t)^«r  «>a- 
the  Circumciiion  of  this  holy  Babe.  '      „,  ^  ^^^^ 

But  now  GODS  mercy  was  at  full  fea,  now  was  the  time  when  GOD  o. 

made  no  refer /es  to  rhe  eflbfion  of  his  mercy.  For  to  the  Patriarks  and 
perfons  of  eminent  Sanftity  and  imployment  in  the  Elder  ages  of  the 
World,  GOD  according  to  the  degrees  of  his  manifeftation  or  prefenc 
purpofe  would  give  them  one  letter  of  this  inefi'able  name.  For  the  reward 
that  Abraham  had  in  the  change  of  his  name^  was  that  he  had  rhe  honour 
done  him  to  have  one  of  the  letters  oi  J  E  H  OV  A  H  i^uz  into  it,  And  ih\.  ir.  n.  incafu 
io\\2iA  Jojlmab  when  he  was  a  type  of  CHRIST,  and  the  Prince  of  the  J'^ufne'^J  ^*"mavo. 
Jfraehtij,'}  armies  h  And  when  GOD  took  away  one  of  thefe  letters,  it  was  '^''*'» '^""P*'' ^* 
a  curft.  But  now  he  communicated  all  the  whole  name  to  this  holy  Childe, 
and  put  a  letrer  njore  to  it  to  fignilie  that  he  was  the  glory  of  G  O  D  the 
exprelTe  image  of  his  Fathers  perfon,  GOD  Eternall ;  and  then  ma« 
iiifefted  to  the  World  in  his  humanity,  that  all  the  intelligent  world  who 
cxpe^ed  Beatitude  and  had  treafuredall  their  hopes  in  the  ineffable  name 
of  GO  D,  might  finde  them  all  with  ample  returns  in  this  name  of  jESUS, 
which  GOD  hath  exalted  above  every  nam.e,  even  above  that  by  which 
G  O  D  in  the  old  Teftament  did  reprefent  the  greateft  awfulnelfe  of  his 
Majefiy.  This  miraculous  name  is  above  all  the  powers  of  Magicall  inchant- 
ment;-,  the  nightly  rites  of  forcerers,  the  fecrets  of  Memphis^  the  drugs 
of  Tfjeffaly^  the  filent  and  myfterious  nuirmures  of  the  wife  Caldees^  and 
the  fpels  of  Zmafxres^  This  is  the  name  at  which  the  Devills  did  tremble, 
and  ^ay  their  inforced  and  involuntary  adorations,  by  confefTing  the  Di- 
vinity, and  quitting  their  pofieiTions  and  ufurped  habitations.  If  our  pray- 
ers be  made  in  this  name  GOD  opens  the  windows  of  heaven  and  rains 
down  benediftion  :  at  the  mention  of  this  name  the  blefled  Apoftles 
and  Hermme  the  daughter  of  S.  Philip,  and  Philotbeus  the  fon  of  Theophilal 
and  S.  Hilarion  and  S.  Paul  the  Hermire,  and  innumerable  other  lights 
who  followed  hard  after  the  fun  of  righteoufneflfe ,  wrought  great  and 
prodigious  miracles  :  Signer  and  wonders  and  healings  were  done  by  the  name 
of  the  holy  Childe  JESVS.  This  is  the  name  which  we  fhould  engrave  in  our 
hearts,  and  write  upon  our  foreheads,  and  pronounce  with  our  moft 
harmonious  accents ,  and  reft  our  faith  upon ,  and  place  our  hopes  in, 
Jind  love  with  the  overflowings  of  charity,  and  joy ,  and  adoration. 

And. 
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And  as  the  revelation  of  this  name  fatisfied  the  hopes  of  all  the  world, 
fo  it  muft  determine  omworiliippings,  and  the  addrcfles  of  our  exteriour 
and  interiour  religion :  it  being  that  namt  whereby  GOD  and  GODS 
mercies  are  made  prefentiail  to  us  and  proportionate  objefts  of  our  religi- 
.on  and  affeftions. 


The  Prayer. 

MOfi  holy  4ind  ever  bleffed  JESV  ^vcho  an  infinite  in  effence ,  gloriour  in 
mercy ^  myfteriousinthy  conmumcations,  ajf able  and  prefentiallinthede' 
[cents  of  thy  humanity^  I  adore  thy  glorious  name  whereby  thou  haftjhut  up  the 
abyffes^  and  opened  the  gates  of  heaven^  reftraining  the  power  of  hell ,  anddif- 
coverjng  and  communicating  the  treafures  of  thy  Fathers  mercies.  0  JESV  ^ 
be  thott  a  JESV  Sunto  me ,  and  fave  me  from  the  precipices  and  ruins  of  ftn^ 
fiom  the  expreffes,  of  thy  Fathers  mathy  from  the  miferies  and unfufer able  tor^ 
mentsof  accurfed  (pirits  by  the  power  of  thy  Majejfy  .  by  the  fweetnejfes  of  thy 
wercy^  andfacred  influences  and  jniraculous  glories  of  thy  Name.  I  adore  anawor^ 
Jhip  thee  in  thy  excellent  obedience  and  hutmlity^  who  haft  fubmitted  thy  Innocent 
andjfotlejfe  flejh  to  the  bloody  Covenant  of  Circumcifton ;  teach  me  to  prallife  fo 
bkjfed  and  holy  a  precedent^  that  I  may  be  humble  and  obedient  to  thyfacred  laws, 
fever e  and  regular  in  my  religion.,  mortified  in  my  body  and  (pirit.,  of  circumcifed 
heart  ared  tongue,  that  what  thou  didft  reprefent  in  fymboll  and  myflery,  I  may 
really  exprejfe  in  the  exhibition  of  an  exemplar.^  pious,  and  mortified  life,  cutting 
of  all  excrefcencies  of  my  fpirit ,  and  whatsoever  may  minifter  to  the  flejh, 
or  any  of  ifs  ungodly  de fires,  that  now  thy  holy  name  is  called  upon  me,  I  may  do 
no  dishonour  to  the  name,  nor  fcandall  to  the  inftitution,  but  may  do  thee  honour 
andworjhip  and  adorations  of  a  pure  religion,  0  moft  holy  and  ever  blejfed  JfE^ 
SV,  Amen. 


Difc 
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Difcourfe.  2* 
Of  the  Vertue  of  Obedience. 

p.  Here  are  certain  excellencies  either  of  habit  or  of  cotlfi- 
deration  which  fpiriciiall  perfons  ufe  to  to  call  Gener4// 
rfayes^  being  a  difperfed  influence  into  all  the  parts  of 
good  life,  either  directing  the  (ingle  actions  to  the  righc 
end,  or  managing  them  with  right  inftruments ,  and  ad- 
ding fpeciall  excellencies  and  formalities  to  them,  or 
morally  inviting  to  the  repetition  of  them  j  but  they  are 
like  the  generall  medicaments  in  Phyfick,  or  the  prime  inftruments  in 
Matheniaticall  Difciplines ,  fuch  as  are  the  confideration  of  the  Divine 
prefence,  the  example  of  JESUS,  right  intention  *,  and  fuch  alfo  is  the 
vertue  of  obedience^  which  perfectly  unites  our  actions  to  GOD ,  and  con- 
forms us  to  the  Divine  will ,  which  is  the  Originall  of  goodnefle,  and  fan- 
ctities  and  makes  a  man  an  holocauft  to  GOD,  which  contains  in  it  emi- 
nently all  other  graces,  but  efpeci ally  thofc  graces  whofeelfencc  confifts 
in  a  conformity  of  a  part  or  the  whole  :  (  fuch  are  faith,  huniility,patience 
and  charity  )  which  gives  quietneHe  and  tranquillity  to  the  fpirit,  and  is  an 
Antepuft  of  Paradife  (where  their  Jubilee  is  the  perpetuall  joyes  of 
Obedience,and  their  doing  is  the  enjoying  the  Divine  pleafure:)which  adds 
an  excellency  and  luftre  to  pious  actions,and  hallows  them  which  are  indif- 
erent,  and  lifts  up  fonie  actions  from  their  unhallowed  nature  to  circumftan- 
ces  of  good  and  of  acceptation.  If  a  man  fayes  his  prayers  or  communicates 
out  of  cuftome,  or  without  intuition  of  the  precept  and  Divine  Command- 
ment, the  act  is  like  a  fliip  returning  from  her  voyage  without  her  venture 
and  her  burden',as  unprofitable  as  without  ftowage.  But  if  GOD  commands 
us  either  to  eat  or  to  abftain :  to  fleep,  or  to  be  wcking :  to  work,or  to  keep 
afabbath  i  thefe  actions  which  are  naturally  neither  good  nor  evil,  are 
fanctitied  by  the  obedience,  and  rank'd  amongft  actions  of  the  £reatcft 
excellency.  And  this  alfo  was  it  which  made  AbTahajifs  oftcr  to  kill^his  Son, 
and  the //r4e/7te/fpoi ling  the  Egyptians  to  become  acts  laudable  and  not 
unjuft :  they  were  acts  of  obedience,  and  therefore  had  the  fame  formality 
and  elTencewixh actions  of  the  n#*l\  fpirituall  devotions.  GODS  command 
is  all  our  rule  for  practife,  and  our  obedience  united  to  the  obedience  of 
jESUS  is  all  our  title  to  acceptance. 

But  by  obedience  I  do  not  here  mean  the  exteriour  execution  of 
the  work,  for  fo,  obedience  is  no  grace  diiflnct  from  the  acting  any  or  all 
the  Commandments :  butbefidcs  the  doing  of  the  thing  (  for  tharalfb 
muft  be  prefrippofed  )  it  is  a  facrifice  of  our  proper  will  to  GOD,  a  choofing 
the  duty  bccaufe  GOD  commands  it.  For  beafis  alfo  carry  burdens  and 

do 
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do  our  commands  by  compulfion  :  and  the  fear  cf  flaves,and  the  rigour  of 
tafk-maftcrs  nsade  the  number  of  bricks  to  be  conipleated  when  Ifrael 
groan'd  and  cried  to  GOD  fgr  help,  Butfons  that  labour  under, the  fvveec  ' 
paternall  regiment  of  their  Fathers,  and  the  influence  of  love  ,  they  love 
the  precept  and  do  the  impoiition,  v^^itK  the  fame  purpofes  and  complyant 
afteftions  with  which  the  Fathers  made  it.  When  CHRIST  commanded 
us  to  renounce  the  World,  there  were  fome  that  did  think  it  was  a  hard 
faying,  and  do  fo  fiill  *,  and  the  young  rich  man  forfook  him  upon  it :  but 
Ananias  and  Saphha  upon  whom  fome  violences  were  done  by  cuftome,  or 
the  excellent  fermonsof  the  Apoftles,  fold  their  polTeflions  too ,  but  it 
was  fo  againft  their  will  that  they  retained  part  of  it :  but  S.  Paul  did  not 
onely  forfakeall  his  fccular  fortunes,  but  counted  all  to  be  drolfe  that  he 
might  gain  CHRIST*,  he  gave  his  will,  made  an  offertory  of  diat ,  as 
well  as  of  his  goods,  chooling  the  ad:  which  was  enjoy n*d,  this  was  the 
obedience  the  holy  jESUS  paid  to  his  heavenly  Father,  fo  voluntary  that 

7okH  4.  ?4.      *''  ^^^  '^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  Fathers  nilL 

-'       1      *  And  this  was  intended  alwayes  by  GOD  [  My  fon  give  me  thyi  heart'] 

and  particularly  by  the  hoi  y  ]  E  S  U  S,  for  in  the  fadcft  inf^ance  of  all  his 
liiS!''/?»;fS?  "'*  precepts,  even  that  of  fuffering  perfecution,  we  are  commanded  to  rejoyce , 
and  to  be  exceeding  glad.  And  fo  did  thofe  holy  Martyrs  in  the  primitive 
ages,  who  upon  ;uft  grounds  when  GODS  glory,  or  the  edification  of  the 
Church  had  intcreA:  in  it,  they  offered  tliemfelves  to  Tyrants ,  and  dared 
the  violence  of  the  moft  cruell  and  bowelletle  hangmen.  And  this  is  the 
,  ,       .  beft  oblation  we  can  prefent  to  G  O  D.  To  offer  Gold  is  a  prefent  fit  to  be 

Mat/th  28        made  by  young  beginner  sin  religion^  not  by  men  in  Chriflianhy^  Tea^  Crates  the 
'^  *        Theb an  threw  his  gold  avcay^  and  fo  did  Antifthenes  ',  but  to  offer  cur  will  to 

GOD^  to  giveourfelves^  is  the  a^  of  an  Apoflle,  the  proper  act  of  Chriflians. 
And  therefore  when  the  Apoftles  miade  challenge  of  a  reward,  for  leaving 
all  their  polfefTiOns,  CHRIST  makes  no  reply  to  the  inftance.  Nor 
fayes,  you  vcho  have  left  all^  But  you,  yvho  have  followed  we  in  the  regene- 
■rAtion^  fhall  fit  upon  tvpelve^thrones  and  judge  the  ivpelve  tribes  of  Ifrael ,  Mean- 
ing that  the  quitting  the  gocds,  was  nothing  *,  but  die  obedience  10 
CHRIST  j  that  they  followed  j  E  S  U  S  in  the  regeneration,  going  them- 
fclves  in  purfuit  of  him,  and  giving  themfelves  to  him,  t/j^r  was  it  which 
intitled  them  to  a  throne. 
A  And  this  therefore  GOD  enjoyns,  that  oui"  offerings  to  him  may  be  intire 

and  complete,  that  we  pay  him  a  holocauft  ,  that  we  do  his  work 
without  murmuring,  and  that  his  burden  may  become  eafy,  when  it  is 
bornetip  by  the  wings  of  love  and  alacrity  of  fpirir>  For  in  effe*.^  this 
obedience  of  the  will  is  in  true  fpeaking  and  ftrift  Theology  nothing  clfe, 
but  thatc^<ir/(y  which  gives  excellency  to  alms,  and  energy  to  faith,  and 
e^  acceptance  to  all  graces.  But  I  fhall  reduce  this  to  particular  and  niore 

FideiM -.obedieni  re-  nuHuteconfiderations. 

ftinuTignomM'dV.  ^-  We  fliall  beft  know  tliat  our  will  is  in  the  obedience  by  our  prompt 
utem\rscepinpz- findertakjng^  by  our  cheerfull  managing,  by  our  nrfl:  execution;  for  all 
S'vi'fai!'aumaud'i- degrees  of  delay  are  degrees  of  immorigeroufne^e,  and  unwillingnelfe. 
I.us'i"r^rrSi'^e'  ^"^  ^"^^  ^^^^  j^  exninfccall  to  the  ad",  and  alike  to  every  part  of  it,  no- 
de*: torum  fe  colli- thing determins an  aftion  but  the  opporranity  without',  and  the  defres 
lig'jfvoSTemV"'*  and  willingnefle  within.  And  therefore  ^le'who  deliberates  beyond  his 
obeS'^'*^"'"  '^'    ^^  opportunity,  and.exteriour  determination  and  appointment  of  tht  a(f^, 

brings 
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I  nn{;s.fireand  wrcd  I  ut  wants  a  lamb  for  the  facrifice  >  and  unltfe  he  of  f;,J;*'5-n*,'„;"ft'J 
ftr  up  his  Jf^ittc^  his  beloved  will,  he  hath  no  miniftery  prepared  for  GODS  ^lUxl.iUu"''^ 
acctprance.  He  that  dees  not  repent  today,  puts  it  to  the  Qiieflion  whc-  '■^>''^^*' 
ther  he  wil  repent  ar  all  orno.He  that  defers  reftitution,when  al  the  Circum- 
Oances  are  tilted,  is  not  yet  rcfolvcd  upon  the  duty.  And  when  he  does  it, 
if  he  does  It  againft  his  will,  he  does  but  do  honorary  penance  with  a  paper 
upon  his  hat,  and  a  taper  in  his  handj  it  may  fatist^ethe  Law,  but  not 
fatist't  his  Confcience  j  it  neither  pleafes  himfelf,  and  lelfe  pleafes  GOD. 
A  facrifice  without  a  heart  was  a  fad  and  ominous  prefage  in  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Roman  Augurs,  and  fo  it  is  in  theferviceof  GOD,  For 
what  the  e>;hibitionof  the  work  is  to  man  ,  that  the  prefentation  of  the 
will  is  to  G  O  D.  It  is  but  a  cold  charity  to  a  naked  begger  to  fay,  GOD 
help  tbee^  and  do  nothing  j  give  him  clothes  and  he  feels  your  charity,  but 
GOD,  who  is  the  fejrcher'of  the  heart,  his  apprehenfion  of  anions  re- 
lative to  him  are  of  the  inward  motions,  and  addrelTes  of  the  will,  and 
without  this  our  cyteriour  fervicesare  like  the  paying  a  piece  of  money,  in 
which  we  have  defaced  the  image,  it  is  not  current. 

2.  But  befides  the  willwgnejfe  to  do  the  afts  ofexpreffe  Gotnmand,  the  rea-  ^„ 

dhiejfe  to  do  the  imimations  and  tadte  fignificationsof  GODS  pleafure  is  the 
beft  teftimony  in  the  World  that  ourwill  is  in  the  obedience.  Thus  did  the 
holy  JESUS  undertake  a  nature  of  infirmity,  and  fufter  a  death  of  fhame  and 
forrow,  and  became  obedient  from  the  Circunicifion  even  unto  the  death  of 
the  CroiTe  ;  not  ftaying  for  a  Command,  but  becaufeit  was  his  Fathers  plea- 
fure Manki nde  fhould  be  redeemed-  For  before  the  fufception  o(  it  he 
wasnotaperfon  fubjicibletoacommand.  It  was  enough  that  he  under- 
ftood  the  inclinations  and  defignes  of  his  Fathers  mercies.  And  therefore 
GQD  hath  furnirtied  us  with  inftances  of  uncommanded  piety  to  be  a 
touchfione  of  our  obedience.  He  that  does  but  his  endeavours  about  the 
expreife  commands  hath  a  bridle  in  his  m.outh,  afid  is  reftrained  by  vio- 
lence, but  a  willing  fpirit  is  like  a  greedy  eye,  devours  all  it  fees,  and 
hopes  to  make  fome  proportionable  returns  and  compenfations  of  duty  for 
his  infirmity,  by  taking  in  the  intimations  of  GODS  pleafure.  When 
GOD  commands  chaftity,  he  that  undertakes  a  holy  coelibate,  hath  great 
obedience  to  the  command  of  chaftity.  GOD  bids  us  give  alms  of  our 
increafej  he  obey  es  this  with  great  facility,  that  fells  all  his  goods  and  gives 
them  to  the  poor.  -  And,  provided  our  haftinelfe  to  fnatch  at  too  much  does 
not  make  us  let  go  cur  duty,  like  the  indifcreet  loads  of  too  forward  per- 
fons,  too  big,  or  too  inconvenient  and  uncombin'd,  there  is  not  in  the 
world  agreatcr  probation  of  our  prompt  obedience  then  when  we  look 
further  then  the  precife  duty,  fwallowing  that  and  more  without  ready  and 
hopefull  purpofes,  nothing  being  fo  able  to  do  miracles  as  love^  and  yet  no- 
thing being  fo  certainly  accepted  as  love,  though  it  could  do  nothing  in 
produdions  and  eyteriour  minifteries. 

5.  But  GOD  requires  that  our  obedience  fhould  have  another  excel- 
lency to  make  it  a  becoming  prefent  to  the  Divine  acceptance  j  our  m-  ^' 
derftanding  muft  befacriliced  too,  and  become  an  ingredient  of  our  obe- 
dience. We  muft  alfo  btlieve  that  whatfcever  GOD  commands,  is 
nioft  fitting  to  be  commanded,  is  moft  eycellent  in  it  felf,  and  the  beft: 
ft5r  us  to  do.  The  firft  gives  our  affections  and  defires  to  G  O  D ,  and 
this  alfogives  oui  reafon  j  and  is  a  perfeftion  of  obedience  not  commu- 
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nicable  to  the  duties  we  owe  to  Man.  For  GOD  onely  Is  LORD  oi 
this  faculty,  and  being  the  fountain  of  all  wifdoni,  therefore  commands 
OUT  underftanding  ^  becaufe  he  alone  can  fatisfie  ir.  We  are  bound  to  obey 
humane  laws,  but  not  bound  to  think  the  laws  we  live  under,  are  the  mo(L 
prudent  conftitutions  in  the  world.  But  GODS  commandments  arc  not 
onely  a  kntern  to  our  feet ,  and  a  light  unto  our  paths,  but  a  rule  to  our 
reafon,  and  fatisfaftion  to  our  underftandings,  as  being  the  infrrunientsof 
our  addrefTe  to  GOD,  and  conveyances  of  his  grace  and  mmnuduftions  to 
Eternity.  And  therefore  S.  yjbn  ChmAciis  deiines  obedience  to  be  an 
*■'' unexamined  and  unquefmned  woiirn^  a  voluntary  death  and  fepu!ture  of  the 
''  wi//,  a  life  mthout  curio  fits  ^  a  laying  afide  our  own  difcretion  in  the  midji  of  the 
"  riches  of  the  tnoft  excellent  under  (landings. 

And  certainly  there  is  not  in  the  world  a  greater  ftrength  againft  tem- 
ptations, then  \sAt^o\\zt&'mx{i  obedient  under fianding^  becaufe  that  onely 
can  regularly  produce  the  fame  afi:e<ftions,  it  admits  of  fewer  degrees, 
and  an  infrequent  alteration.  But  the  aftions  proceeding  from  the  ap- 
petite as  it  is  determined  by  any  other  principle  then  a  fatisfied  under- 
ftanding,  have  their  heightnings  and  their  declenfions ,  and  their  chances 
and  mutations  according  to  a  thoufand  accidents.  Reafon  is  more  lafting 
then  deftre^  and  with  fewer  means  to  be  tempted  j  but  affeftlons  and 
motions  of  appetite  as  they  are  procured  by  any  thing,  fo  may  thty 
expire  by  as  great  variety  of  caufes.  And  therefore  to  ferve  GOD  by- 
way of  under  ft  anding  is  furer,  and  it  felf,  unlelfe  it  be  by  the  accidental! 
increafe  of  degrees  greater  then  to  ferve  him  upon  the  motion  and 
principle  of  pafTnns  and  defires  j  though  this  be  fuller  of  comfort 
and  pleafure  then  the  other.  When  Lot  lived  amongft:  the  impure  6*0- 
domites^  where  his  righteous  foul  was  in  a  continuall  agony,  he  had  few 
exteriour  incentives  to  a  pious  life ,  nothing  to  enkindle  the  fenfible 
flame  of  burning  defires  toward  piety  ?  but  in  the  midft  of  all  the  dif- 
couragements  of  the  world,  nothing  was  left  him  but  the  way  and  pre- 
cedency of  a  truly  informed  reafon  and  confcience.  Juft  fo  is  the  way 
of  thofe  wife  fouls  who  live  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and  perveife 
generation,  where  piety  is  out  of  countenance,  where  aufterity  is  ri- 
diculous, religion  under  perfecution,  no  examples  to  lead  us  on,  there 
the  underftanding  is  left  to  be  the  guide ,  and  it  does  the  work  the 
furefi:,  for  this  makes  the  duty  of  many  to  be  certain,  regular,  and 
chofen,  conftant,  integrall ,  and  pcrpetuall ',  but  this  way  is  like  the 
life  of  an  unmarried  or  a  retired  perfon,  leffe  of  grief ^  in  it,  and  leffe  of 
joy.  But  the  way  of  ftrving  GOD  with  the  afieftions,  and  with  the 
pleafares  and  entertainments  of  def  res  is  the  way  of  the  more  pafTionate 
and  imperfe(f^ ,  not  in  a  mans  power  to  choofe  or  to  procure ;  but 
comes  by  a  thoufand  chances  meeting  with  a  foft  nature,  credulous  or 
weak,  eafy,  or  ignorant,  fofrned  with  fears  or  mvited  by  forward  de- 
fires. 

Thofe  that  did  live  amidft  the  fervours  of  the  primitive  charity, 
and  were  fo  armed  by  their  fres  ,  grew  inflamed  by  contaft  and 
vicinity  to  fuch  burning  and  fhining  lights.  And  they  therefore  grew 
to  high  degiees  of  piety,  becaufe  then  every  man  made  judgement 
of  his  own  a<9^ions  by  the  proportions  which  he  faw  before  him,  and 
believed  all  defcents  from  thofe  greater  examples  to  be  fo  many  de- 
grees 
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grees  from  the  rulej  Andhe  thatjvebhia  Colledgeof  Devout  perfons 
will  compare  his  own  anions  with  the  devotion  and  cuftonies  of  that 
focietv,  and  not  wicli  the  reniiirenefie  cf  perfons  he  hears  of  in  ftory, 
but  wh^it  he  fees  and  lives  with.  But  if  we  live  in  an  age  of  mdevoti- 
on,  we  think  cur  felvcs  v/cll  alToild  if  we  be  warmer  then  their  Icej 
every  thing  which'is  above  our  example  being  eminent  and  confpicuous, 
though  it  be  but  like  the  light  of  a  gloworme ,  or  the  fpai-kling  of  a 
Diamond,  yet  if  it  be  in  the  midft  of  darkneife,  it  is  a  goodly  beauty. 
This  I  call   the  way   cf  ferving    G  O  D  by    defires   and  afteftions  j 
and  this  is  altered  by  example,  by  publike  manners,  by  externa  11  works, 
by  the  afVignement  of  offices,  by  defignation  of  conventions  for  pray- 
tr,  by  periods,  and  revolutions  of  times  of  duty,  by  hours  and  folen- 
nlties,  fo  that  a  man  fliall  owe  his  piety  to  thefe  chances,  which  al- 
though they  are  graces  of'  G  O  D ,  and  inflruments  of  devotion ,  yet 
they  are  not  alwayes  in  our  power  ',   and  therefore  they  are  but   ac- 
cidentall  minifteries  of  a  good  life,  and  the  leaft  conftant  or  durable. 
But  when  the  principle  of  our  piety  is  a  conformity  of  our  underftand- 
ing  to  GODS  laws,  when  we  are  inftrufted  what  to  do,  and  there^ 
fore  do  it,  becaufe  we  are  fatisfied  it  is  moft  excellent  to  obey  G  O  D, 
this  will  fupport  our.  piety  againft  ob)e<Sions,  lead  it  on  in  defpite  of 
difadvantages •,  this  choofes  GOD  mth  reafon^  and  is  not  determined 
from  without  \  and  as  it  is  in  fome  degree  necelTary  for  all  times ,  fo 
it  is  the  greateft  fecurity  againft  the  change  of  laws,  and  Princes  and 
religions,  and  ages,  when  all  the  incentives  of  afledion  and  exteriour 
determinations  of  our  piety  fliall  ceafe ,  and  perhaps  all  externall  of- 
fices, and   the  daily  faaifice^  ;ind  piety  it  felffhall  fail  from  the  face  of  the 
land  y  then  the  obedience  founded  in  the  underfianding  is  the  onely  laft- 
ing  ft  length  is  left  ys  to  make  retreat,  and    to  feciire  our   conditions. 
Thus  from  the  compofition  of  the  will  and  affedions  with  our  exteri- 
oiu*  a(fts  of  obedience  to  GOD,  our  obedience  is  made  mllwg^  fwift 
and  cheerfhll:  but  from  the  conjpohtion  of  the  underftanding  our  obe- 
dience becomes /rr^;;^,  fine  ere  and  perfeveringj  and  this  that  which  S.Paul 
calls  cm  reafonahle  fervke. 

4  To  which  if  we  adde  that  our  obedience  be  universally  we  have  all  the  i  o. 

qualificaticns  which  make  the  duty  to  be  pions,and  prudent.The  meaning  is, 
that  we  obey  GOD  in  all  his  fanftions  though  the  matter  be  in  common  ac- 
count fmal  and  inconliderable,and  give  no  indulgence  to  our  felvs  to  recede 
from  the  rule  in  any  matter  whatfoever.For  the  very  eft  minute  of  obedience 
15  worth  our  attention,  as  being  by  GOD  efteemed  the  tryall  of  our  obedi-  j^^y  j^^  j^^ 
ence  in  a  greater  afi'air.  He  that  is  un]uft  in  a  little^  will  beinjuft  in  a  greater^ 
faid  our  blelfed  Saviour.  And  f  nee  to  GOD  all  matter  is  alike,  and  no  more 
accrues  to  him  in  a  hecatomb,  then  in  a  piece  ofgumme,  in  an  Afcetick 
feveri'ty,  then  in  a  fecular  life ,  GOD  regards  not  the  matter  of  a  precept, 
but  the  obedience,  which  in  all  inftances  is  the  fame  j  and  he  that  will 
prevaricate  when  the  matter  is  trifling,  and  by  confequence,  the  tem- 
ptations to  it  weak  and  impotent,  and  foon  confuted,  will  think  he  may 
better  be  excufed  when  the  temptations  are  violent  and  importunate  as  it 
commonly  happens  in  aftairs  of  greater  importance.  He  that  will  lie  to 
fave  fixpence ,  will  not  ftick  at  it,  when  a  thoufand  pound,  is  the  purchafe ', 
and  poflibly  there  is  more  coatenipt  and  defpite  done  to  the  Divine  au- 
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^hority,  when  we  difobey  it  in  fuchparticulsrs,  wherein  the  obedience  is 
moft  eafie,  and  the  temptations  lelfe  troublefome ',  I  do  not  fay  there  is 
more  injuftice,  or  mere  malice  inafmall  diiobedience  then  in  a  greater, 
but  there  is  either  mere  contempt,  or  more  negligence  and  diflblution  of 
Difcipline,  then  in  the  other. 
il  And  it  is  no  fmall  temptation  of  the  Devill  folliciting  of  us  not  to  be  cu- 

rious of  fcruples  and  graines,  nor  to  diflurb  our  peace  for  lighter  difo- 
bediences  j  perfwading  us  that  fomething  muft  be  indulged  to  publike 
manners,  Ibmething  tothecivili-iesof  fociety,  fomiething  to  nature,  and 
to  the  approaches  of  our  paflions,  and  the  motions  of  our  tirfl:  defires  y 
but  that  we  be  not  over-right eouf.  And  true  it  is,  that  fometimes  fuch  fur- 
reptions  and  fmaller  undecencies  are  therefore  pardoiitd  and  leiened  aU 
moft  to  a  nullity,  becaufe  they  dwell  ni  the  confines  of  things  lawfull  and 
honeft,  and  are  not  fo  notorious  as  to  be  feparated  from  permiflions ,  by 
any  publike,  certain  and  univerf  11  cognifance,  and  therefore  may  pafie 
upon  a  good  man  fometimes  without  obfervation.  But  it  is  a  temptation 
when  we  think  of  nt-glefting  them  by  a  pr.x*Jeterniined  incurioufnei^e ;  up- 
on pretence  they  are  fmall.  But  this  muft  be  reduced  to  more  regular  Con- 
clufions. 

I.  Although  fmaller  difobediences,  eypreiTed  in  flight  nsif-becoming 
anions  when  they  comie  by  fiuprife  and  fudden  invalion ,  are  through  the 
mercies  of  God  dafhed  in  the  very  approach,  their  bills  of  accufation  are 
thrown  our,  and  they  are  not  efteemedas  comperent  ini>ruments  cf  fe- 
peration  from  Gods  love ',  yet  when  a  fmaller  iinne  comes  by  defign,  and 
,  is  ad'ed  with  knowledge  and  deliberation  (for  then  it  is  properly  an  aft 
■     of  dikhcdmice)  Malitiafuppletdefe^um£tatis.    The  malice  of  the  agent 
heightens  the  fmallnefie  of  the  a<^,  and  makes  up  the  iniquity.  To  drink 
liberally  once,  and  fomething  more  freely  then  the  ftri^  rules  of  Chriftian 
fobriety  and  temperance  permit,  is  pardon'd  the  eafier,  when  without  de- 
liberation and  by  furprife  the  perfon  was  abufcd,  who  intended  not  to 
tranfgrefie  a  minute,  but  by  little  and  little  was  miftaken  in  his  proporti- 
15  ons:  but  if  a  man  by  deligne  fliall  efttimatehis  draughts  and  his  good 

Quyhumanajffagi-  fellowfliip.and fhall refolve  upou  a  little  intemperance,  thinking  becaufe 
latnen crebra  fubte.  It  IS  not  Very  Hiuch ,  It  IS  therefore  none  at  all  '■,  that  man  hath  mif- 
S.'fi«iSi«"o»  taken  himfelf  into  a  crim.ej  and  although  a  little  wound  upon  the  fin- 
jT.vabunteioppri-  ger  is  vcty  curable,  yet  the  fmalieft  prick  upon  the  heart  is  mortall : 
rijquod^gflndJpTc  Soisadeflgne  and  purpofe  of  the  fmalieft  difobedieiice  in  its  formality, 
Sm.TofideraiiKl^"  ^^  nialicious  and  deftrudive,  as  in  its  matter  it  was  paidonable  and  ex- 

panit.  peccaia  veni-   Cufable. 

£«ri'Xumiu  2.  Although  every  lel^erdifobedience  when  it  comes  iingly,  deftroyes 
fxteamiBanr,  ut  a  jjq^  [he  love  of  God ',  (for  althouffh  it  may  leflen  the  habit,  yet  it  takes 
pitxibuscoifepa-  not  away  Its  naturall  beuig,  nor  mterrupts  its  acceptation,  left  all  the  world 
'^r'xa'wjiwaia'  ^^0"^^  "1  all  inftants  of  time  be  in  a  damnable  condition)  yet  when  thefe 
M  ?»i  '  r*  '  ^"^^l^^r  o^l^u^ties  are  repeated,  and  no  repentance  intervenes,  thisrepeti- 
ti^'^^Ec'h'^^^'  tion  combines  and  unites  the  leiTer  till  they  be  concentred  and  by  their  ac- 
F^o  th  '  cumulation  make  a  crime  j  and  therefore  a  carelelfe  reiterating,  and  an 
'a'  T'  *  f  '  '"^""^'^"^  walking  in  mif-becoming  anions  is  deadly  and  damnable  in 
'^/'f^^'Jf^*'  the  retLirne,  though  it  was  not  fo  much  at  the  fetting  foith.  Every 
TO»Ti\  '.  '„  .^jj^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^  ^^  accounted  for,  but  we  hope  in  much  mercy  j  and 
s*;j^:'.  jimip.    y^^  ^^^  that  gives  himfelf  over  to  immoderate  '^talking,  will  fwell  his 

account 
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account  to  a  vafl  and  mountainous  proportion,  and  call  all  the  IclTer  efcapcs 
into  a  Ori(^er  juagen.enr.  He  that  extends  his  Recreation  an  hour  beyond 
the  liriiits  of  ChiilVian  prudence,and  the  analogy  of  its  feverity  and  imploy- 
nienr,  is  acccunta!)le  to  GOD  ror  that  improvidence  and  waft  of  Time  *, 
but  he  that  ruuli  mifpend  a  day  ,  and  becaufe  that  fin  is  not  fcandalcus  like 
slillke^y,orclamolou^IikeopprelTIon,  orunufuall  likebeftiality,  or  crying 
for  revenge  like  detaining  the  portion  cf  Orphans,  fhall  therefore  niifpend 
another  day  without  revocation  of  the  lirft  by  an  ad  cf  repentance  and 
redemption  of  it,  and  then  fhall  throw  away  a  week,  ftill  adding  to  the 
fVrmer  accoimcupon  the  firftftcck,  willatlaft  be  anfwerable  for  a  habit 
of  idleneife,  and  will  havecontra(fl:ed  a  vain  and  impertinent  fp'rit.  Fcr 
llnce  things,  which  in  their  own  kinde  are  lav/fnll,  become  finfull  by  the 
degree,  if  the  degree  be  heightned  by  intention-,  or  become  great,  like 
a  heap  of  fand  by  a  coacervation  of  the  innumerable  atonies  oi  duft,  the 
aftionsare  as  damnable,  as  any  of  the  naturall  daughters  and  produ^ions 
of  hell :  when  they  are  entertained  without  fcruple,  and  renewed  without 
repentance,  and  continued  without  derelidion. 

g.  Although  fonie  inadvertencies  of  our  life,  andlelfer  difobediences,  »4* 

accidentally  become  lel!e  hurtfull,  and  becaufe  they  are  entaild  upon  the 
intirmities  of  a  good  man,  and  the  leife  wary  Cuftomes  and  Circumftances 
of  fociety,  are  alfo  con (^ftent  with  the  f\ate  of  grace,  yet  all  artbflion  to 
the  fmalleft  fins  becomes  deadly  and  damnable',  be  that  loves  his  danger  ^^  ^^      .^  .  «  » 
jhallpenjbmit^  faith  the  Wifeman  ^  and  every  friendly  entertainment  oi  »dcov«iai.qiodncB 
an  u.ideccncy  invites  in  a  greater  Crime:  for  no  man  can  loveafmallfin,  j«^7^*'^*;^^'^,"7^a^ 
but  there  is  in  the  greater  crimes  of  its  kinde  more  defireable  flatteries,  Narjau«m. ex 
and  mere  fatisfadioiis  cf  fenfualitie  then  in  thofe  fuckers  and  fprigs  of  fin.  ^    '*^''^' 
Atfirft,  a  little  difobedience  is  proportionable  to  a  Mans  temper,  and  his 
Confcience  is  not  fitted  to  the  bulk  of  a  rude  Crime  j  but  when  a  Man 
hath  accepted  the  firft  infinuations  of  delight,  and  fwallowed  it  *,    that 
little  fin  is  pnft,  end  needs  no  more  to  difpute  for  entrance*,  then  the 
neyt  defigne  puts  in  and  ftands  m  the  fame  probability  to  fucceed  the  firft, 
and  greater  then  the  firft  had  to  make  the  entry.  However  to  love  any 
thing  that  GOD  hates  is  direft enmity  with  him;  and whatfoever  the 
Inf^ance  beitis  abfolutely  inconfftent  with  charity,  and  thefoi'e  incom- 
petent with  the  ftate  of  grace.  So  that  if  the  fin  be  fmall  it  is  notafmall 
thing  that  thou  haft  given  thy  love  to  it ',  every  fuch  perfon  perifties  like  a 
Foci,  cheaply  and  inglorioufly. 

4.  But  it  alfo  concerns  the  nicenelfe  and  prudence  of  Obedience  to  15. 

GOD  to  ftand    at  further   diftance   from  a  Vice  that  we  ufually  at- 
tend to.   For  many  times  Vertue  and  Vice  differ  but  one  degree,  and  camfd«a!q;oefa$ 
the  neighbourhood  is  fo  dangerous  that  he  who  defires  tofecure  his  "SSjJj!j',j^f''* 
Obedience,  and  Duty  to  GOD,  will  remove  farther  from  the  danger.  «or«». 
For  there  i?  a  rule  of  Juftice,  to  which  if  one  degree  more  of  feve- 
rity be  added  it  degenerates  into  cruelty,  and  a  little  more  mercy  is 
remiffenelfe  and  want'  ef  Difcipline  ,     introduces   licentioufnelfe  and 
becomes  unmerc'fulneffe  as  to  the  publike,  and  unjuft  as  to  the  particu- 
lar. Now  this  Confideration  is  heightned  if  we  obfei*ve   that  Vertue  and 
Vice  confift  not  in  an  indivifible  point ,  hut  there  is  a.  latitude  for  ei- 
ther which  is  not  to  be  judged  by  any  certain  rules  drawn  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing ,   b;:t  to  be  eftiniated  in  proportion  to  the  perfons 
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and  other  accidental!  Clrcumftances.  He  that  is  burdened  with  a  great 
charge,'  for  whom  he  is  bound  uHdcr  a  Curfe  and  the  crime  of  Inlidelity,  to 
provide,  may  go  further  in  theacquiiition ,  and  be  niore  provident  in  the 
life  of  his  money,  then  thofe  perfons  for  whom  GOD  hath  made  more 
an!ple  provifions ,  and  hath  charged  them  with  fewer  burdens  and  engage- 
ments oeconomical!.  And  yet  no  Man  can  fay,  that  juft  beyond  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  Care  ftands  CovetoufneiTe,  and  thus  far  on  this  f  de  is  CarelefneiTe, 
and  a  man  may  be  in  the  confines  rf  Death  f  efore  he  be  aware.  Now  the 
onely  way  tofecme  our  obedience  and  duty  in  fuch  Cafes  is  to  remove 
further  off,  and  not  to  dwell  upon  theconlnes  ofthe  enem-es  Countr)^ 
My  meaning  is,  that  It  is  not  prudent,  nor  fafe  for  a  man  to  do  whacfoever 
he  lawfully  may  do. 

For  befides  that  we  are  often  mifVakeninour  jadgtnients  concerning 

*^*  thelawfulntffeor  unlawfullnel^e  of  aftions,  he  that  will  do  all  that  he 

thinks  he  may  lawfully  do,  if  ever  he  does  change  his  ilation  and  in- 
creafe  in  giving  hi mfelf  liberty ,  will  quickly  arrive  at  doing  things 
unlawfull.  It  is  good  to  keep  a  referve  of  our  liberty  and  to  reftrain  our 
felves  within  bounds  narrower  then  the  largeft  fenfe  of  the  Command- 
ment, that  when  our  aflMons  wander  and  enlarge  themfelres  (  as  fome- 
time  or  other  they  will  do  )  then  they  may  enlarge  beyond  the  ordinary 
and  yet  be  within  the  bounds  cf  lawfulneiTe.  That  of  which  men  make 
a  fcruple  and  a  queftion  at  firft ,  after  an  habituall  refoiution  of  it  ftins  no 
more  'j  but  theli  their  queftion  is  of  fomething  beyond  it.  When  a  man 
hath  accuftomed  himfelf  to  pray  feven  times  a  day  ,  it  will  a  little  trouble 
his  peace  if  he  omits  one  or  two  of  thofe  times  ",  but  if  he  be  refolved 
then,  that  he  may  pleafe  GOD  with  praying  devoutly  though  but  thice 
every  day  •■,  after  he  hath  digefted  the  fcruples  of  this  firft  qneftion,  pofTibly 
fome  accidents  may  happen  that  will  pur  his  Confcience  and  reafon 
to  difpute  whether  three  times  be  indifpenfably  neceHIiry,  and  ftill 
if  he  be  far  within  the  bounds  of  lawfulneffe,  'tis  well,  but  if  he  be  at 
the  margent  of  it,  his-neT(t  remove  may  be  into  difiblution  and  unlav/- 
fulnelTe.  He  that  refolves  to  gain  all  that  he  may  lawfully  this  3'eer,  ic 
is  ods  but  rfie  next  yeer  he  will  be  tem.pted  to  gain  fomething  unlaw- 
fully. He  that  becaufe  a  man  may  be  innocently  angry  will  never  re- 
train his  pafTion,  in  a  little  time  will  be  intemperate  in  his  anger,  and 
niiftake  both  his  objetftand  the  degree.  Thus  facetioufnefie  and  urba- 
nity entertained  v/ith  an  open  hand  will  turn  into  jeftings  that  aj-e  un- 
comely. 

l;7.  If  you  will  be  fecure,  remove  your  tent ,  dwell  further  off;  GOD 

hath  given  us  more  liberty  then  we  may  fafely  ufe  j  and  although  GOD 
is  fo  gracious  as  to  comply  much  with  our  infirmities ,  yet  if  we  do 
fo  too,  as  GODS  gocdnelTe  in  indulging  liberty  to  us  was  to  pre- 
vent our  finning-,  our  complying  with  our  felves  will  engage ' us  in  it : 
But  if  we  imprifonand  contine  our  affeftions  into  a  narrower  compafle, 
then,  our  extravagancies  may  be  imperfe^,  but  will  not  eaiihy  be  crimi- 
nall.  The  difiblution-  of  a  fcrupulous  and  ftrift  perfon  is  not  into  a 
vice,  but  into  a  lefTe  degree  of  vertue  h  he  that  makes  a  confcience 
©f  loud  laughter ,  will  not  eafily  be  drawn  into  the  wantonnefies  of 
Balls  and  revellings  ,  and  the  longer  and  more  impure  Carnivalls. 
This  is   the  way  to   fecure   our   obedience  v  and  no   men   are   fo 

curious 
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curious  of  their  health ,  as  they  that  are  faupulous  of  the  ayre  they 
breathe  iru 

Eut  now  for  our  obedience  to  man,  that  harh  dlAind  confiderations, 
ar.d  apart. 

1 .  AH  cl  edience  to  man'is  for  Gods  fake  ',  for  God  imprinting  his  au-  ^        ^^',   ,^ 
thorityupon  the  Tonnes  cf  men,  like  the  Sunne  retieding  upon  a  cloud  »««s-oi7Jr  j|  i^~ 
produces  a  PareliuSjOrartprefentation  of  his  owne  glory,  though  in  great  '^«  *'-^"» ""  >*" 
diftances  and  imperfe<Sion  j  it  is  the  Divine  authority^  though  ch:uaftcr^d  vS-TOCanxmy 
upon  a  piece  cf  clay,  and  imprinted  upon  a  weak  and  iniperfed:  man:  cz3^?-ii^i»?«f,^^« 
And  therefore  obedience  to  our  fupcriours  niufi  be  univerfall  in  rtfped:  of  =^f  f^v^'ncrz^iefc 
perfons  to  allfuperiours.  This  precept  is  exprefly  Apoftolicall,  Be  fubje^  mfTJ^a*, «)  yc/- 
to  e-hery  conflimion  and  authority  of  man  for  the  Lords  faks  .*  It  is  for  Gods  fake,  t'^  ^«  f  ^^ ""'  '^t-- 
and  therctore  to  every  one.  W^i6^t/7er  it  be  to  the  King^  as  fupreme^  or  to  his  ><»'-;  ^9  -nCaT:^ 
Miniflersinfubordination:  That's  for civill  government-,  for  Ecclefiafticall  x/;^:v^ a*f •« '*- 
thibi  Obey  themtkizt  have  the  rule  over  you^  and  fubwit  your  felves  ■■,  for  they  tp£a-fi5n»  oh  (T/^c 
n^atch  for  your  foules^  as  they  that  vmft  give  account^  All,  upon  whom  any  ray  78T«;'«W»vyjt- 
of  the  divine  Authority  is  imprinted,  whether  it  be  in  greater  or  fmaller  7aV»'ra';*»^. 
Chara<^ers,  are  in  proportion  to  their  authority  to  be  obeyed,  to  all  upon  Euflath,  ai 
the  fame  ground  j  for  there  is  no  porter  but  of^  God.  So  that  no  infirmity  of  Iliad,  i. 
pcrron,no  undervaluing  circumftance,noexteriour  accident  is  an  excufe  for  i  Pet.  2.15. 
difobedience',  and  to  obey  the  divine  authorit}^  palling  through  the  dictates  Heb.  13.7, 
of  a  wife,  eycellentand  prudent  Governour  j  but  to  negled  the  inipofitions  Aom.i  3. 1. 
of  alocfer  head,  is  to  wcrfhip  Chrift  onely  upon  the  Mount  Tabor,  and  in  ^^^'^"''roptS 
the  glories  cf  his  Transfiguration,  and  to  defpife  him  upon  Mount  Calvary^  gregesRepei  in  jp- 
and  in  the  clouds  of  his  inglorious  and  humble  Paflion  :  Not  onely  to  the  good  JoXSafupCT- 
and  gentle^  fo  S.  Peter^  but  to  the  harfl)  and  rigid.   And  it  was  by  divine  pro-  H^n'"!'^'",'!* 
vidence  that  all  thofe  many  and  ftrider  precepts  of  obedience  to  Gover-    "ubiVtipra.* 
nours  in  the  New  Tefi anient  were  verified  by  inftances  of  Tyrants,Perfecu- 

tcrs.  Idolaters,  and  Heathen  Princes:  and  for  others  amongft:  whom  there 
was  variety  cf  difpofition,  there  is  no  variety  of  impofition,  but  all  excuTes 
are  removed,  and  a\1  kindes  cf  Governours  drawn  into  the  fanftion  and 
facredneffe  of  Authoiity. 

2.  Not  onely  to  all  Governours^  but  in  all  things  we  ir)uj\  obey.  Children  obey 

ycnr  Parents  in  all  things :  And,  fervants  obey  your  Majiers  in  all  things.    And      /  /r '  ^' 
this  alfo  is  upon  the  fame  ground  ,   Do  it  as  unto  Chrift  y   zs  unto    the  r-  f  r^'^^'^^ 
Lord^  end  not  unto  men.     But  then  this  reAraines  the  univerfalitie  of  o-  ^P"^J'^'^* 
bedience,  that  it  may  run  within  its  ov/ue  channell  j  as  unto  the  Lord  y 
therefore  nothing  againft  the  Divine  Commandment.    For  if  G  O  D 
fpeakes  to  us  by  man,    tranfmitting  Lawes  for   confervation  cf  civill 
focietie,    fcr  ecclefaflicall  policie ,  for  Juftice  and  perfonall  advanta- 
ges, for  the  interefts  cf  Vertue   and  Religion,    for  difcountenancing 
of  vice,  we  are  to  receive  it  with  the  fame  veneration  as  if  Godfpake, 
hin  felf  to  us   immediately  >    but  becaufe  by  his  terrour  upcn  Mount 
Sinai  he  gave  tehiniony  how  great  favcui"  it  is  to  fpeak  to  us  by  the  mini- 
ftration  of  our  brethren,  it  were  aftrange  impudence  when  we  defre  a 
proportionable  and  gentle  inflrument  cf  divine  commands,  wefliould  for 
this  very  proportion  defpife  the  Minifter ;  like  the  Frogs  in  the  Apologue 
infultingupon  their  woodden  king  :   but  then  if  any  thing  come  contra- 
ry to  a  divine  Law ,  know  it  ie  the  voyce  of  Jacobs  of  the  fupplanter, 
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not  of  the  right  heir  j  and  rhonghwe  niuft  obey  Man  for  GODS  fake, 
yet  wemuft  never  difobey  GOD  for  Mans  fake.  In  all  things  elfe  wc 
tiiide  no  exception  *,  but  according  as  the  fuperiours  intend  the  obligation 
and  expreffe  irby  thciignature  cf  laws,  cuftonis,  interpretations,  perniilTi- 
ons,  and  difpenfations,  that  is,  fo  far  as  the  law  is  obligatory  in  general!, 
and  not  difpenfed  with,  in  particular.  To  far  obedience  is  a  duty,  inallin- 
ftances  of  ads  where  no  fin  is  ingredient. 

3.  And  here  alfo  the  fmalnelTe  and  cheapnelTe  of  the  duty  does  not 
tolerate  difobedience  •,  for  the  defpiling  the  fnialleft  injuncSion  is  an 
ad:  cf  as  fcrniall  and  direft  rebellion  as  when  the  prevarication 
is  inahigher  inftance.  It  is  here  as  in  divine  laws,  but  yet  wi th  fonie  dif- 
ference :  For  fniall  things  do  fo  little  cooperate  to  the  end  of  humane 
laws,  that  a  fn I aller  reafon  does  by  way  cf  interpretation  and  taciteper- 
mifFion  difpenfe  *,  then  can  in  a  Divine  fandion  theugh  of  the  loweft  office  s . 
Becaufe  GOD  commands  duties  not  for  the  end  to  which  they  of  the m- 
felves  do  cooperate  :  but  to  make  facred  his  authority,  and  that  we  by  cur 
obedience  may  confeife  him  to  be  LORD:  But  in  humane  laws  the 
authority  is  made  facred,  nor  primarily  for  its  felf,  but  principally  that  the 
laws  made  In  order  to  the  conferva tion  of  focieties  may  be  obferved.  So 
that  in  the  negleft  of  the  fmalleft  of  Divine  ordinances  we  as  Direftly 
oppofe  GODS  great  purpofe  and  intendment,  as  in  greater  matters : 
_  . .  .  GODS  dominion  and  authority   (  the  confervation  of  which  was  his 

smuamuncaca-  pi-jncipall  intention  )  is  alike  neglefted  :  But  in  omitting  an  humane 
impofition  of  fmall  concernment  the  cafe  isdifterent?  it  is  certain  there 
is  not  any  confiderable  violence  done  to  the  publike  intercft  by  a  con- 
temptible omiflion  of  a  Law :  the  thing  is  not  fmall,  if  the  Comn.on- 
wealth  be  not  fafe,  and  all  her  great  ends  fecured  *,  but  if  they  be,  then 
the  authority  is  inviolate,  unleCe  a  direft  contempt  were  intended  ,  for  its 
being  was  in  order  to  that  end,  not  for  ic  felf,  as  it  is  in  the  cafe  of  divine 
laws,  but  that  the  publike  intereft  be  fafe. 
21,  And  therefore  as  great  matters  of  humane  Laws  may  be  omitted  for 

great  reafons,  fo  may  fmaller  matters  for  fmaller  reafons,  but  never  with- 
out reafon  :  for,  caufelefly  and  contemptucufly  are  all  one.  But  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  particulars,  either  the  laws  themfelves,  or  cuftome  or  the 
prudence  of  a  fincere,  righteous  man,  or  of  a  wife  and  difiiitereftperfon  is 
to  be  the  judge.  But  let  no  mans  confidence  increafe  from  the  fmallnelTe 
of  the  matter  to  a  contempt  cf  the  authority  j  for  there  are  fome  fins  whofe 
malignity  is  accidentally  increafed  by  the  flightnelTe  of  the  fubjeft 
matter,  fuch  are  blafphemy,  perjury,  and  the  contempt  of  authority. 
To  blafpheme  GOD  for  the  lolfe  of  an  Afper  or  a  peny,  to  be  for- 
Iworne  in  judgement  for  the  refcuing  of  a  few  Maravidis,  or  a  five 
groats  fine ,  is  a  worfe  crime  then  to  be  perjur'd  for  the  faving  ten 
thoufand  pounds  j  and  to  dejprfe  authority.,  when  the  obedience  is  fo 
eafy  as  the  wearing  of  a  garment,  or  doing  of  a  poflure,  is  a 
greater  and  more  impudent  contempt?  then  to  defpife  authority  impo- 
fingagreat  burthen  of  a  more  confiderable  preflure ,  where  humane  in- 
firmity may  tempt  to  a  difobedience »  and  lelTen  the  crime.  And  let 
this  caution  alfo  be  inferred,  that  we  do  not  at  all  neglell  fmall  mpfitions ,  if 
there  be  dired  and  fignal  injundion  in  the  particular  inftance.  For  as 
ic  great  Body  of  Ught  tranfmitting  his  raycs  through  a  narrow  hollownelfe 
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does  by  that  fmall  Pyramis  reprefenc  all  the  parts  of  its  magnitude  and  glo- 
ry :  So  it  may  happen  that  a  publick  intereft ,  and  the  concernments  of 
authority,  and  the  peace  of  a  Church,  and  the  integrall  obedience  of  the 
Subje<^s,  and  the  ccnfervation  of  a  Community,  may  be  transferred  to  us 
by  an  Inftance  in  its  own  nature  inconfiderable  ?  fuch  as  are  wearing  of  a 
Cognizance,  remembrinc^  of  a  Word,  carrying  a  Branch  in  time  of  war, 
and  things  of  the  fame  nature  ^  and  therefore  when  the  hand  of  authority 
is  ftretched  out,  and  held  forth  upon  a  precept,  and  defignes  the  duty  up- 
on particular  reafon,  or  with  a<^ual  intuition  •,  there  is  not  the  fame  facility 
of  being  difpenfed  wirh,  as  in  the  neglefl'ed  and  unconfidered  inftances  of 
o:her  duties.  This  onely  I  deiire  to  be  obfen^ed  j  that  if  death  or  any  vio- 
Jent  accident ,  impnfonment,IolTeoflivelyhood,  or  intolerable  inconve- 
niencies  be  made  accidentally  confcquent  to  the  obferving  of  a  law  meerly 
humane,  the  law  bindes  not  in  the  particular  inftance.  No  Man  is  bound  to 
be  a  Martyr  for  a  ceremony^  or  to  dye  ratlier  then  break  a  Canon^  or  tofufler 
contifcation  of  goods  for  the  pertinacious  keepingof  a  civilconflitution. 
And  it  is  not  to  be  fuppcfed  that  a  Lawgiver  Civil  or  Ecclefiaftical  would 
have  decreed  a  rite,  and  hound  the  lives  cf  the  fubje<^s  to  it,  which  are  of 
a  far  greater  value  then  a  rite.    For  the  Subjed  could  not  have  accepted 
that  Law,  nor  the  Superiour  decree  it,  not  onely  becaufe  it  were  tyranni- 
cal and  unreafonable ,  but  becaufe  the  evil  cf  the  Law  were  greater  then 
the  good  of  it,it  were  againfl:  the  reafon  of  all  Laws,  and  deflroyes  the 
priviledges  of  Nature,  and  it  puts  a  Man  into  a  condition  as  bad  as  the 
want  of  all  Lawes,  for  nothing  is  civilly  cr  naturally  worfc  then  Death, 
to  which  the  other  evils  arrive  in  their  proportion.  This  istobeunder- 
' flood  in  particular  and  pofitive  precepts,  introduced  for  reafons  parti- 
cular, that  is,    lefie  then  thofe  are  which  combine  all  fccieties,    and 
which  are  the  cement  of  all  bodies  political!  ;  I  mean  Lawes  ritual  in 
the  Church,  and  accidental  and  emergent  in  the  State.  And  that,  which 
is  the  left  fgne  to  diftinguifli  thefe  Laws  from  others,  is  alfo  the  rea- 
fon of  the  af^ertion.    Laws  decreed  with  a  penalty  to  the  tranfgrefiburs  can- 
not bicde  to  an  evil  greater  then  that  penalty.    If  it  be  appointed  thac 
we  ufe  a  certain  form  of  Liturgy  under  the  forfeiture  of  five  pound  for 
every  omiilion,  I  am  bound  in  confcience  to  obey  it ,  where  I  can  y 
but  I  am  fuppofed  legally  to  be  difabled ,  if  any  Tyrant-power  fhall 
threaten  to  kill  me  if  I  do  ,  cr  make  me  pay  an  hundred  pound ,  or  any 
thing  greater  then  the  forfeiture  of  the  Law.    For  all  the  civil  and  na- 
tiirafi  power  of  the  Law  is  by  its  coercion,  and  the  appendant  punifh^ 
mcnt.     The  Law  operates  by  rewards  and  punilliments ,  by  hope  and 
fear,  and  it  is  unimagi^nable  that  the  Law  under  a  lefTe  penalty  can 
oblige  us  in  any  cafe  or  accident  to  fufter  a   greater.    For  the  com- 
pulllon  of  the  Tyrant  is  greater   then  the  coercion  of  the  Lawgiver  j 
and  the  Prince  thinking  the  penalty  annexed  to  be  band  fufficient,  in- 
tended no  greater  evil  to  the  trarifgreffcur^  then  the  exprefTed  penalty  9 
and  therefore  much  lefie  would  he  have  them  that  obey  the  law  by  any 
rieceffity  be  forced  to  a  greater  evil  :  For  then,  Difobedience  fhouJd 
cfcape  better  then  Obedience.    True  it  is,  every  difobeying  perfon , 
that    payes  the  penalty,  is  not   quite  difcharged  from  all  his  Oblig- 
ation *,  but  it  is  then,  when  his  difobeying   is  criminall   upon  fomc 
other   ftock    btfides    the   meer   breach    of  the  Law  ?   »  Contempt , 

Scandal, 


;4  r>irc.2*  OF   OBEDIENCE. 

fcandal,  or  the  like  *,  for  the  Law  bindes  the  Confcieiicc  indire^Iy  and  by 
confequence  y  that  is,  in  plain  language,  GOD  commands  us  to  obey  hu- 
•  Luc?u»v«miaspro  Hiaue  Laws,  and  the  penalty  will  not  pay  for  the  conteiiq>t ,  becaufe  that's 
deuaammo^ Mbuii  ^  j^j^  ^ggj,,^  QQ£)  .^  jr  payes  fcr the  Violation  of  the Law,  ^becaufe  that 
^*a  v°Tb"r*rc.*"E'um  was  all  the  direft  tranfgcfrion  againf):  Man.    And  then  who  fhall  make  hi m 
Si"  am^pS    recompence  for  fuftering  more  then  the  Law  requires  of  him  ?  Not  the 
effijcn  K««a«»  >  &    Piince  j  fot  It  IS  Certain  the  greateft  value  he  (et  upon  the  Law?  was  no  big- 
mS'VtSm  ger  then  the  penalty  j  and  the  Common-wealth  is  fuppofed  to  be  fufficient- 
Jro  maiaa  hScou''  fy  fccuted  in  her  interefl:  by  the  penalty,  or  elfe  the  Law  was  v/eak,  impo- 
^nfaecxugfiirdb.   tent,  and  unreafouable.  Not  GOD  ^  for  it  is  not  an  aft  of  obedience  to  himv 
'ciuZ^l^i'!^'    '    for  he  bindes  us  no  further  to  obey  humane  Laws,  then  the  Lawgiver  him- 
felf  intends  or  declares  j  who  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed  fo  over  care- 
ful, as  to  binde  Hay  with  cords  offilkand  gold,  or  fumptuary  Laws  with 
the  threeds  of  life  >  nor  a  Father  commanding  his  childc  to  wait  on  him 
every  meal,  be  thoug.ht  to  intend  his  Obligation,  even  though  the  houfe 
be  ready  to  fall  on  his  head ,  or  when  he  is  to  pafie  a  fudden  or  unfoordable 
flood,  before  he  can  get  to  him  j  and  that  it  may  appear,  Man  ought  not, 
it  is  certain,  GOD  himfelf  does  not  oblige  us  in  all  cafes,  and  in  all  cir- 
fieb.io.2$.      cumftances  to  obferve  every  of  his  politive  precepts.    For,  ajfemblmg  toge- 
ther is  a  duty  of  GODS  commanding ',  which  we  are  not  to  negleli :  but  if 
Death  waits  at  the  door  of  thefe  aifemblies,  we  have  the  praftice  of  the 
Primitive  and  beft  Chriftians  to  warrant  us,  to  ferve  GOD  in  Retirements  j 
and  Cells,  and  Wilderncifes  ,  and  leave  the  ajfemblmg  together  till  better 
opportunities.  If  I  receive  more  benefit ,  or  the  Common-wealth ,  or  the 
Church  or  Religion  any  greater  advantage  by  my  particular  obedience  in 
thefe  circumftances,  (which  cannot  eafily  be  fuppofed  will  be)  it  is  a  great 
ad  of  charity  to  do  it,  and  then  to  fuffer  for  it.    But  if  it  be  no  m.ore ,  that 
ts,  if  it  be  not  exprefly  coirrrMnded  to  be  done  (though  with  lolfe  of  life  or  con- 
vi^^^pai.:.  1  C.J).     f^^^^^^Q^^  ,jf  ,5  2  gQQ^  charity  to  fave  my  own  life, or  my  own  eftate :  And 
though  the  other  may  be  better ,  yet  I  am  not  in  all  cafes  obliged  to  do 
that  which  is  fimply  the  beft.  It  is  a  tolerable  infirmity,and  allowed  amongft 
the  very  firft  permifTions  of  Natiu-e,  that  I  may  preferve  my  life,  unlelfeit 
be  in  a  very  few  cafes ,  which  are  therefore  clearly  to  be  exprelfed,  or  elfe 
the  contrary  is  to  be  prefnmed,  as  being  a  cafe  moft  favourable.  And  it  is 
confiderable,  that  nothing  is  worfe  then  Death ,  but  Damnation,  or  fome- 
thing  that  partakes  of  that  in  feme  of  itsworft  ingredients  •,  fuch  asis  ,  a 
1  aft ing  torment,  or  a  daily  great  mifery  in  fome  other  kinde.    And  there- 
fore fince  no  humane  Law  can  binde  a  Man  to  a  worfe  thing  then  Death,  if 
obedience  brings  me  to  death,  I  cannot  be  worfe  when  I  difobey  it,  and  I 
am  not  fo  bad,  if  the  penalty  of  death  be  not  eyprclfed.  And  fo  for  other 
penalties  in  their  own  proportions.   This  Difcourfe  is  alfo  to  be  under- 
ftood  concerning  the  Laws  ofpeace^  not  of  war  •,  not  onely  becaufe  every 
difobedience  in  war  may  be  punillied  with  death  (according  as  the  reafon 
may  chance)  but  alfo  becaufe  little  things  may  be  of  great  and  dangerous 
confequence.    But  in  peace  it  is  obfervable,  that  there  is  no  humane  pof- 
;ive  fupcrinduced  Law,  but  by  the  praftifeofall  the  world  (which  ,  be- 
caufe the  permiffion  of  the  Prince  is  certainly  included  in  it ,  is  the  fureft 
interpretation)  it  is  difpenfedwithall,  by  ordinary  neceflities ,  by  reafon 
of  lelfer  inconveniencies,  and  commOn  accidents :  fnch  as  the  not  faying  of 
our  Qfifice  daily  is  excufed  by  the  ftudy  of  Divinity,  thepublifhingthe 
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bancs  of  Matrimony  by  an  ordinary  incorr.nicdity  ",  the  Fafling-dayes  of  the 
Church  by  a  little  (ickntilt:  or  a  journey ,  and  therefore  much  radier,  if  my 
Ci  arc,  and  nioft  of  all  if  my  life  be  in  danger  with  it:  and  to  fay  that  in 
thefc  cafes  there  is  no  inttrpretative  permifiion  to  omit  the  p;;rticular  a<H:i- 
on,  is  toaccufe  the  Laws  and  the  Lawgiver,  the  one  of  unreafcnableneffe, 
the  other  of  unchari  rablenelTe. 

4.  ThefeConiidcrations  are  upon  the  eyecution  of  cheduty/  but  even  22. 
towards  Man  our  obedience  rraift  have  a  miyrurc  cf  the  will  and  choice,  like 

as  oi;r  injun(^ion  of  obedience  ro  the  Divine  Conuiiand.  With  g-^od  will  do., 
irgfervice  (faith  the  Apo(tle)  for  it  is  impod)ble  to  fecure  the  duty  of  in- 
ferioL  rs  but  by  ccnfcience  and  good  will ',  unleffe  provifion  could  he  made 
againft  all  their  fecret  arts  and'concealments  and  efcapings ,  which  as  no 
providence  can  fcrefee,  fo  no  diligence  can  cure.  It  is  but  an  eye  fervke 
whatfoevtr  is  compelled  an'd  involuntary  •,  nothing  rules  a  Man  in  private 
feut  GOD  and  his  own  def  res ,  and  that  gives  Laws  in  a  WildernelTe ,  and 
accufes  in  a  Cloiftre ,  and  does  execution  in  a  Clofet ,  if  there  be  any  pre- 
varication. 

5.  But  obedience  to  humane  Laws  goes  no  further ,  we  are  not  bound  23. 
to  obey  with  a  dire<^  and  particular  aft  cfunderftanding,  as  in  all  divine 
fanftioiis:  for  fo  long  as  our  Superioiirs  are  fallible,  though  it  be  highly 
neceiTaiT  we  conform  our  wills  to  their  innocent  laws,  yet  it  is  not  a  duty 

we  lliould  think  the  Laws  aicit  prudent  or  convenient-,  becaufe  all  Laws 
are  nor  fo  ?  but  ic  may  concern  the  intereft  cf  humility  and  felf-denial  to  be 
fubjed  to  an  inconvenient,  fo  it:  be  not  a  iinful  Command :  for  fo  we  muft 
choofeanaiLiftionwhen  GODofrersir,  and  give  GOD  thanks  f^r  it ,  and 
yet  we  may  cry  under  the  fn:art  cf  it,and  call  to  GOD  for  cafe  and  remedy: 
Ad  yet  it  were  well ,  if  inferiouis  would  not  be  too  bufie  iii  difputing  the 
prudence  of  their  Governours,and  the  convenience  of  their  Conftitutions  *, 
\Vl  e:her  they  be  fins  or  no  in  the  execution  and  to  our  particulars  we  are 
concernd  ro  look  to  :  I  fay,  as  to  our  particulars ',  for  an  aftion  niay  be  a 
fin  in  the  Prince  connnanding  it  ?  and  yet  innocent  in  the  perfon  execu- 
ting :  as  in  the  cafe  of  unjuft  wars ,  in  which  the  fubjed:  who  cannor,  ought 
not  to  be  a  Judge,  yet  muft  be  a  Minifher ;  and  it  is  notorious  in  the  cafe  of 
executing  an  unjuft  fentence,  in  which  "^  not  the  Executioner ,  but  the  *  u  di-m-m tjat  qof- 
Judge  is  onely  the  unjuft  perfon  j  and  he  that  ferves  his  Prince  in  an  unjuft  i1t"i?/cu!paift  cu'i- 
war,  is  but  die  executioner  of  an  unjuft  fenrence  ',  but  what  ever  goes  fur-  :;ar.-repecffre  fir. 
ther,  does  but  undervalue  the  perfcn,  flight  thegovernmenr,  andunloofe    ■^'*''"'>°* 
the  golden  cords  of  Difcipline.    For  v/e  are  not  intrufted  in  providing  for 
degrees ,  fo  we  fecure  the  kinde  and  condition  of  our  anions.  And  nnce 
GOD  having  derived  raves  and  beams  cf  Majefty,  and  rranfmitted  it  in 
parts  upon  feveral  ftates  of  Men  ,  hath  fixed  humane  authority  and  domi- 
nion in  the  golden  candleftick  of  Underftanding,  he  that  fhallqueftion 
the  prudence  of  his  governour,  or  thewifdomeof  hisfanftion,  does  un- 
clafpe  the  golden  rings  that  tye  the  purple  vpon  the  Princes  IhopJ^ ',  he     v  j  ^ 
tempts  himfelf  with  a  reafon  to  diiobey,  and  extinguifnes  the -light  ^f  MyejJ«  lii'^fsTi' 
Majefty  by  overturning  the  candleftick,  and  hiding  the  opinion  of  his  wif-  '^''  'j^** 
dome  and  underftanding.    And  let  me  fay  this '-,  he  that  is  confident  of  his  ^'^'^'■■^<^^^'^* 
©wne  underftanding  and  reafonable  powers  (and  who  is  more  then  he  that 
thinks  hiu'felf  wifer  then  the  Lawes)  needs  no  other  Devill  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, no  tempter  hut  himfelf,:©  pride,  and  vanity,  which  are  the  natu- 
Fall  parents  cf  difcbedience.  But 
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But  a  mans  difobedicnce  never  fecmes  fo  reafonable  ^  when  the  fubje^ 
!£  forbidden  to  do  an  aft  of  piety,  commanded  indeed  in  the  generall,  but 
uncommanded  in  certain  circumftances.  A  foi^ard  piety  and  aiTiduous 
devotion,  a  great  and  undifcreet  mortifitr?  is  often  ten  p:ed  to  think  no 
authcrity  canrefiraine  the  fervours  and  dif'cmpers  cf  ztale  in  fuch  holy 
exercifes,  and  yet  it  is  very  ofren  as  ntceHary  to  reflraine  the  indifcreti- 
ons  of  a  forward  perfon  as  to  excite  theremifnefieof  thecold  and  frozen. 
Such  perfons  were  the  Sarabahes (pokcn  of  by  Cnjfian^  who  were  greater 
labourers  and  ftrifter  mortifiers  then  the  religious  in  families  and  Colled- 
ges  •,  and  yet  they  endured  no  Superiour,  nor  Lawts.  But  fuch  cuAomes 
asthefe  are  humiliation  without  humility,  humbling  the  body,  and  exal- 
ting the  fpirit,  or  indeed /wj'icf/ and  no  obedience.  It  was  an  argument  of 
the  great  wifdome  of  the  Fathers  o(  the  Defer t ;  when  they  heard  of  the 
prodigious  feverities  exercifed  by  Simeon  5ty/rtej  upon  himfelf,  they  fenr 
one  of  the  religious  to  him  with  power  to  enquire  what  was  his  manner  of 
living,  and  what  warrant  he  had  for  fuch  a  rigorous  undertaking,  giving  in 
charge  to  command  him  to  give  it  over,  and  to  live  in  a  community  with 
them,  and  according  to  the  common  inftitution  of  thofe  religious  fami- 
lies. The  MelTenger  did  fo,  and  immediately  Simeon  removed  his  foot 
from  his  pillar  ;  with  apurpofe  to  defcend:  but  the  other  according  to 
hisCommiflion  call'dto  him  to  ftay,  telling  him  his  ftation  andfevtrity 
was  from  God.  And  he  that  in  fo  great  a  piety  was  humbk  and  obedient, 
<lid  not  undertake  that  ftridnefie  out  of  iingularity,  nor  did  it  tranfpcrt 
him  to  vanity  h  for  that  he  had  received  from  the  Fathers  to  make  judge- 
ment of  the  man,  andcfhisinAimtion,  whereas  if  upon  pretence  of  the 
great  holineife  of  that  courfe  he  had  refufed  the  command,  the  fpirit  of  the 
perfon  was  to  be  declaied  captive  and  imprudent,and  the  man  driven  from 
his  troublefome  and  oftentous  vanity. 

Cur  Falls,  our  Prayers,  our  Watchings,  our  Intenfcns  of  duty,  cur 
frequent  communions,  and  all  cxteriour  afts  of  religion  are  to  be  guided 
by  our  Superiour,  if  he  fees  caufe  to  refSraine  or  aCwage  any  excrefcencie. 
Fcr  a  wound  may  heale  too  faO,  and  then  the  tumour  of  the  fiefli  is  proud, 
not  healthful!  h  and  fo  may  the  indifcretionscf  Religion  fwell  to  vanity 
when  we  think  they  grow  towards  perfeftion  •,  but  when  we  can  indi.re  the 
caufticksand  correftivesof  our  fpirituall  guides,  in  thofe  things  in  which 
we  are  moft  apt  topleafe  our  felves,  then  cur  obedience  is  reguL;r  and 
humble?  and  in  other  things  there  is  lel!"e  of  danger.  There  is  a  ftcry  told 
of  a  very  religious  perfcn,  whofe  fpirit  in  the  extaf  e  of  devotion  was  tran- 
fported  to  the  clarity  of  a  vif  on,  and  he  feemed  to  converfe  perfonally  with 
the  holy  J  E  S  U  S,  feeling  from  fuch  enterccurfe  great  fpirituall  delights 
-and huge fatisfadions  :  in  themidft  of  thefejoyesthe  bell  calld  to  pray- 
ers, and  he,  ufed  to  the  ftriftnef!e,  and  well  inftrufted  in  the  neceflities  cf 
obedience,  went  to  the  Church,  and  having  finifhed  his  devotions,  rettr- 
ned  and  found  the  vif.on  in  the  fame  pofiure  of  glories  and  entertainment ', 
which  alfo  faidtohim,  Becaufe  thou  haft  left  me.,  thou  haft  found  me.,  for  if 
tbeu  hadft  not  left  me.,  I  hadprefently  left'tbee.  Whatever  the  ftory  be,  I  am 
fure  it  is  a  good  Parable',  for  the  way  to  increafe  fpirituall  comforts,  is  to 
be  flrift  in  the  offices  of  humble  obedience  *,  and  we  never  loofe  any 
-thing  of  our  joy  by  laying  it  afide  to  attend  a  duty  j  and  Plutarch  reports 
more  honoui' of  i4^ej7/d«j  prudence  and  modefky,then  of  his  gallantry  and 
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n-iilirary  fortune','^  for  he  was  more  honorable  by  obeying  the  decree  of  the  *Ji""^r^u'"'r"riii- 
5partan  Senate,  recalling  him  fioni  the  niidft  of  his  triuniphs,then  he  could  "™;f^f**';*;^J,f '™ 
have  been  by  finilliing  the  war  with  profperous  fuccelfe  and  difobedience.  Ua^u^,  p'ugnl.^. 

Our  obedience ,  being  guided  by  thefe  rules,  is  urged  to  us  by  the  con-  Gdu.^r^^, 
Agnation  of  divine  precepts  and  the  loud  voice  of  thunder ,  even  feal'd  by 
a  fignet  of  GODS  right  hand ,  the  fignature  of  greateft  judgements.  For 
GOD  did  with  greater  feverity  punifh  the  Rebellion  of  Korah  and  his  com- 
pany, then  the  eyprefe  murmures  againft  himfelf,  nay,  then  the  high  crime 
of  Idolatry  :  for  this  crime  GOD  vifited  them  witha  fword  j  but  for  difo- 
bedience and  mutiny  againft  their  Superioi!rs,GOD  made  the  earth  tofwal- 
low  fome  of  them,  and  fire  from  Heaven  to  c  onfume  the  reft- ',  to  fliew  that 
Rebellion  is  to  bepuniflied  by  the  confpiration  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  as  it 
H  hateful  and  contradi(^cry  both  to  GOD  and  Man  :  And  it  is  not  amilTe 
toobferve,  that  obedience  to  Man  being  it  is  for  God f  fake-,  and  yet  to  a 
perfon  clothed  with  the  circumftances  and  the  fame  infirmities  with  our 
felves  is  a  greater  inftance  of  humility  ,  then  to  obey  GOD  inmiediately 
whofe  authority  is  divine,  whofe  prefence  is  terrible,  vvhofe  power  is  in- 
finite, and  not  at  all  depreffed  by  exteriour  difadvantages  or  lelTening  ap- 
pearances-, jcft  as  it  is  both  greater  faith  and  greater  charity  to  relieve  a 
poor  Saint  for  jESUS  fake,  then  to  give  any  thing  to  CHRIS  r  himfelf,  if 
he  lliould  appear  in  all  the  robes  of  glnry  and  immediate  addrefie.  For  it  is 
ro  GOD,  and  to  CHRIST,  and  wholly  for  their  fakes,  and  to  them  that  the 
obedience  is  done,  or  the  charity  eTcprelTed,  but  them felves are  perfons 
whofe  awfuInelTe,  Majefly,  and  veneration,  would  rather  force  then  invite 
obedience  or  aln/es.  But'  when  GOD  and  his  holy  Son  ftands  behinde  the 
cloud  and  fends  their  fervants  to  take  the  hcunage,  or  the  charity ,  it  is  the 
fame  as  if  it  were  done  to  them,  but  it  receives  the  advantage  of  acceptati- 
on by  the  accidental  adherencies  of  Faith  8:  Humility  to  the  feveral  ad  ions 
refpedively.  When  a  King  comes  to  Rebels  in  perfon,it  ftrikts  terrciir  and 
veneration  into  them,  who  are  too  apt  to  negleft  and  defpife  the  perfon  of 
his  Minifters,  whom  they  look  upon  as  their  fellow  fubjeds ,  ^nd  confider 
not  in  the  eyaltaticn  of  a  deputed  Majefty.  Charles  the  fifth  found  a  happy 
experience  of  it  at  Gaunt  in  Flanders,  whofe  Rebellion  he  appeafed  by  his 
prefence,  which  he  could  hardly  have  done  by  his  army.  But  if  the  Kings 
authority  be  as  much  revei-'d  in  his  Deputy,as  it  is  facred  in  his  own  perfon, 
it  is  the  greater  Humility  and  more  confident  Obedience.  And  as  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  is  the  moft  humble  that  fubmits  to  his  inferiours,  fo  in  the 
fame  proportion,  the  lower  and  meaner  the  inflrument  upon  which  GODS 
authority  is  born,  the  higher  is  the  grace  that  teaches  us  to  floopfo  low.  I 
do  not  fay  that  a  fin  againft  humane  laws  is  greater  then  a  prevarication  a- 
gahifl  a  Divine  Commandment",  as  the  inftances  maybe,  the  diftanceis 
next  to  infinite  and  to  touch  the  earth  with  our  foot  v/ithin  the  Odaves  of 
Eafter,  or  to  tafte  flefh  upon  dayes  of  abftinence  (even  in  thofe  places  and 
to  thofe  perfons  where  they  did  or  do  oblige)  have  noconfideration,if  they 
be  laid  in  balance  againft  the  crimes  of  Adultery,  cr  Blafphemy,  or  Oppref- 
fion.  Becaufe  thefe  crimes  cannot  ftand  with  the  reputation  and  facred- 
nefie  of  Divine  Authority  *,  but  thofe  others  may  in  moft  inftances  very 
well  confift  with  the  ends  of  government,  which  are  feverally  provided  £br 
in  the  diverfity  of  fandions  refpeftively.  But  if  we  make  our  inftances  to 
other  purpofes ,  we  finde,  that  to  mutiny  in  an  Army ,  or  to  keep  private 
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Aflemblies  in  a  Monarchy ,  are  worfe  then  a  fmgle  thought  or  morofe  de- 
legation in  a  fancy  of  impurity  *,  becaufe  thofe  others  deTtroy  government 
more  then  thefe  deftroy  charity  of  GOD  or  Obedience.  But  then  though 
the  inftances  may  vary  the  Conclulion  ,  yet  the  formal  reafon  is  alike,  and 
difobedience  to  Man  is  a  difobedience  againft  GODj  for  GODS  au- 
thority, and  not  Mans,  is  imprinted  upon  the  Superioui"  ?  and  it  is  like  fa« 
,cred  fire  in  an  earthen  cenfer,  as  holy  as  if  it  were  kindled  with  the  fanning 
ofa  Cherubs  wing,  or  placed  juft  under  the  propitiatory  upon  a  golden 
Altar*,  and  it  is  but  a  grolTe  conceit  which  cannot  diftinguilh  Religion  front 
its  Porter,  Ifis  from  the  beaft  that  carried  it :  fo  that  in  all  difobedience  to 
Men,  in  proportion  to  the  greatnelfe  of  the  matter ,  or  the  malice  of  the 
perfon,  or  his  contradiftion  to  the  ends  of  government  and  combinations 
of  fociety,  we  may  ufe  the  words  by  which  the  Prophet  upbraided  Ifrael, 
Is  it  not  enough  that  you  are  grievous  unto  men,  but  will  you  grieve  my  Oodalfo  > 
It  is  a  contempt  of  the  Divinity ,  and  the  afiiont  is  tranfmitted  to  G  O  D 
himfelf ,  when  we  defpife  the  power  which  GOD  hath  ordained ,  and  all 
power  of  every  lawful  Superiour  is  fuch  *,  the  Spirit  of  GOD  being  witnefie 
in  the  higheft  meafure,  Rebellion  is  as  the  Jin  of  Witchcraft ^  andftubbornnejfe 
as  Idolatry.  It  is  fpoken  of  rebellion  againft  GOD,  and  all  Rebellion  is  fo, 
for.  He  that  defpifeth  you^  defpifeth  tne,  fafth  the  bleffed  JESUS,  that's  menace 
enough  in  the  inftance  of  fpiritual  regiment.  And  you  are  gathered  together 
againft  the  Lord  ,  faith  Mofes  to  the  rebellious  Princes  in  the  confpiracy  of 
Dathan,  that's  for  the  temporal.  ^  And  to  encourage  this  duty,  I  fhall  ufe 
no  other  words  then  thofe  of  Homer  to  Achilles ,  They  that  obey  hi  this  worlds 
are  better  then  they  that  commxnd  in  Hell. 


A  Frayerfor  the  grace  of  Holy  Obedience. 

OLord  and  blejfed  Saviour  JESVS^  by  whofe  obedience  ffiany  became  righ- 
teous^ and  reparations  were  made  of  the  ruines  brought  to  Humane  Nature^ 
by  the  difobedience  of  Adam  j  thou  cameft  into  the  world  with  many  great  and  ho!y 
furpofes  concerning  our  falvation^  and  haft  given  us  a  great  precedent  of  obedience  '■, 
which  that  thou  mighteft  preferve  to  thy  Heavenly  Father ,  thou  didft  negleB  thy 
life^  and  becameft  obedient  even  to  the  death  of  the  Croffe ,  Oh^  let  me  imitate  fo 
blejfed  example,  and  by  the  merits  of  thy  obedience^  let  me  obtain  the  grace  of  ku- 
mility  and  abnegation  of  all  my  own  deftres  in  the  deer  eft  renunciation  of  my  will  j 
that  I  may  wi  II  and  refufe  in  conformity  to  thy  f acred  laws  and  holy  purpofes^  that  I 
may  do  all  thy  will  cheerfully^  choofmgly^  humbly^  confidently,  and  continually ',  and 
thy  will  may  be  done  upon  me  with  nwch  mercy  and  fatherly  difpenfation  of  thy  Pro- 
vidence.   Amen. 


2. 


LOAD  let  my  under ftanding  adhere  to  ^  and  be  fatisfied  in  the  excellent  w\f 
dom  of  thy  Commandments ;  let  my  afe^ions  dwell  in  their  deftres ,  ana  all 
^  ether  faculties  be  fet  on  daily  work  for  performance  of  them,  and  let  my  love 

to 
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w  obey  thee  imke  me  dut'iful  to  my  Superiors,  upon  whom  the  impreffes  of  thy  an* 
thorny  are  fet  by  thine  own  hand',  that  I  tnay  never  defprfe  then  per fons  nor  re- 
Pfe  their inJHn^lms  ,  mr  choofe  mine  ownwork,  nor  mmmure  at  their  burdens^ 
nor  difiuie  the  prudence  of  the  SanEim^nor  excufevv^felf,  nor  pretend  difftcul^ 
tm  0  r  m^ojfihjhties  ;  but  that  I  may  be  indifferent  in  my  deftres ,  and  refigned  to 
the  win  ofthofe  whom  thou  hnfffet  over  me  y  that  fmce  all  thy  Creatures  obey  thy 
viord,  I  alone  may  not  diforder  the  creation,  and  cancel  thofe  bonds  and  inter- 
medial  Imkjoffubordinatjon  whereby  my  duty  jhould  pajfe  to  thee  andthydory  i 
but  that  my  obedience  being  united  to  thf  obedience,  I  may  alfo  have  my  portion  in 
the  glories  of  thy  Kingdom,  0  Lord  and  blejfed  Saviour  JESVS.  Amen. 

Ad.  Sed.  5. 

Confiderations  upon  the  prefentation  of  JESVS 
in  the  Temple. 

=  KE  holy  Virgin  Mother  according  to  the "LmoiMofeszt 
^^  the  expiration  of  a  certain  time  came  to  the  Temple  to  '* 

bepurihed,  alrfiough  in  htr  facred  parturition  Hie  had 
contracted  no  legal  im.purity  ^  yet  fhe  eypofed  her  felf 
to  the  pub  ick  opinion  and  common  reputadon  of  an  or 
dmary  conaition  •,  and  fiill  an.ongft  all  generations  flie  \s 
m  aJj  cifcumitances  accounted  bleirer^  anr^  h^r  r^r^.,^^^- 

,onyofherhuni,!,c5'.  But  this  we  are  taught  fionuhe confequLc"  I 
mftauce ;  that  ,f  an  end  principally  defign  d  in  any  duty  niould  be  fupol v 

ohfervances  of  cliaft.ty,  are  tyed  to  the  duty  ;  and  if  nie  wrr^  nnf   Ih      «■"  >""''V«  - 

e^pofing  theperfon  to  the  conhdence  ofa  bold  ten.ptation  ,  wliileft  the  ""'  *'"* '"""'• 
young  men  drd  obferve  the  fafter  to  be  tempted  from  witH,V  l^r  hi  V  i 
V,rg  n  fron,  thefe  aih  (of  which  in  fig„ifica?ion  Sad  „o  need     b  cauf^ 
vrJTl"°' '"  '^'  ?°r"f  PT";.  "°'  ''''  ™P«^^  i"  ^he produaionT  e^! 

M   D^ln?'""'!fR'^"°'^'''''""'  ^"'^  ''^'''  humble thonghttof 
tier  lelt.  Devotion  and  Reverence  to  publick  fanftions,  Relicicn  sSrhT 

nty  wh.chwerelike  thepurc  leaves Sf  the vyhiteft Lilly , It  foreprefen; 

the 
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the  beauties  of  her  innocence ,  but  were  vaird  and  Ihadowed  by  that  fa- 
cramental  of  the  Mofaick  Law. 
2*  The  holy  Virgin  received  the  greateft  favour  that  any  of  the  Daughters  cf 

Adam  ever  did,  and  knowing  from  whence,  and  for  whofe  glory  fhe  had 
received  it,  returns  the  holy  jESUS  ina  prefentto  GODagaini  for  fiie 
had  nothing  fo  precious  as  hinifelf  to  make  oblation  of',  and  befides  thar^ 
every  firft-born  among  the  Males  Was  holy  to  the  LORD  >  this  childe  had 
an  eternal  andeffential  fandity  and  until  he  came  into  the  World,  and 
was  made  apt  for  her  to  make  prefent  cf  hin',  there  was  never  in  the  World 
any  aft  of  adoration  proportionable  to  the  honour  cf  the  great  GOD  j  but 
now  there  was ',  and  the  holy  Virgin  made  it,  when  fhe  prefefited  the  huly 
childe  JESUS.  And  now  belides  that  we  are  taught  to  return  to  GOD  what- 
foever  we  have  received  from  him,  if  we  unite  our  Offerings  and  Devoti- 
ons to  this  holy  Prefent,  we  fliall  by  the  merit  and  e>;cellency  of  this  Obla- 
tion e-xhibit  to  GOD  an  oflertory,  in  which  he  cannot  but  delight  for  the 
combinations  fake  and  fociety  of  his  holy  Son. 
2,  The  holy  Mother  brought  five  Sides,  and  a  pair  of  Turtle  Doves  to  re- 

deem the  Lamb  of  GOD  from  the  Anathema',  becaufe  evtrytirf^born 
was  to  be  facrificed  to  GOD,  or  redeem/d  if  it  was  clean  ",  it  was  the 
poor  Mans  price,  and  the  holy  ]  ESUS  was  never  fet  at  the  greater 
prices ,  when  he  was  eftimated  upon  earth.  For  he  that  was  LORD 
of  the  Kingdom  chofe  his  portion  among  the  poor  of  this  World  y 
that  he  might  advance  the  poor  to  the  riches  of  his  inheritance.  And  fo 
it  was  from  his  Nativity  hither.  For  at  his  Birih  he  was  poor,  at  his  Circum- 
cifion  poor,  and  in  the  likene{:e  of  a  tinner  h  at  his  Prefentation  poor,  and 
like  a  (inner  and  a  fervant ,  for  he  chofe  to  be  redeemed  with  an  ignoble 
price.  The  five  ficleswere  given  to  the  Prieft  for  the  redemption  of  the 
Childe*,  and  if  the  P^rrntswcte  notable  ,  he  was  to  be  a  fervant  of  the 
Temple,  and  to  minifter  in  tlie  inferiour  offices  to  the  Prieft  ',  and  this  was 
GODS  feixure  and  polTefTion  of  him  j  for  although  all  the  fervants  of  GOD 
are  bis  inherirance,  yet  the  Minifters  of  Religion  who  derive  their  portion 
of  temporals  from  his  title,  who  live  upon  the  Corban,  and  eat  the  meat 
of  the  Altar  which  is  GODS  peculiar ,  and  come  neerer  to  his  holinel:e  by 
the  addrefles  of  an  immediate  miniftration ,  are  GODS  own  upon  ano- 
ther and  a  diftinft  challenge ',  but  becaufe  CHRIST  was  to  be  the  Prince 
of  another  Mini  ftery  ,  and  thechief  Prieft  of  another  Order*,  he  was  re- 
deemed from  attending  the  Mofaick  rites ,  which  he  came  to  abolifti ,  that 
he  might  do  his  Fathers  bufinel^e  in  eltablilhing  the  Evangelical.  Onely 
reniember ,  that  the  Minifters  of  Religion  are  but  GODS  ufufruftuaries,  as 
they  sre  not  Lords  of  GODS  portion,  and  therefore  muft  difpence  it  like 
Stewards,  not  like  Mafters  *,  fo  the  People  are  not  their  Patrons  in  paying, 
nor  they  their  beneficiaries  in  receiving  tithes  or  other  provifions  of  miain- 
tenance  *,  they  owe  for  it  to  none  but  to  GOD  hin.felf,  and  it  v/culd  alfo  be 
confidered ,  that  in  all  facrilegious  detentions  of  Ecdefmftical  rites,  GOD 
is  the  perfon  principally  injured. 

Tlie  Turtle  Doves  "^were  offered  alfo  with  the  fignificationcf  another 
*  sed  pi'ciria  iiiu  myfterv.  In  the  Sacred  Rites  of  marriage,  a.'though^thepermiftions  ofna- 
pTima,  &  nru;r<  ro-a  f^pal  dcfires  are  fuch  as  are  moft  ordinate  to  their  ends,  the  avoiding  For- 
6^«m"ron'  S«r.*  nication,  the  alleviation  of  Oeconomical  cares  and  vexations,  and  the  pro- 
PK/.io.f.33.  du(^on  of  children,  and  mutual  comfort  and  fupport  *,  yet  the  aperaires 
andpei-nviiSonsof  marmgehavefuchreftralntsofnicdefty  andprudoft^ 
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as  all  tranfgrcfBon  of  the  juft  order  to  fuchendsisacrime;  andbefides 
riicfcthere  may  be  degrees  of  inordinationor  obliquity  of  irn:ention,or  too 
fciifual  complacency  or  uwhandfom  preparations  of  luisde  or  unfacramen- 
wl  thoughts  j  in  which  particulars,  btcaufe  we  have  no  decermind  rule  but 
prudence,  and  the  analogy  of  the  rite  &  thefeverity  of  our  Religion,which 
allow  in  fonie  cafes  more ,  in  fome  lefle  j  and  alwayes  uncertain  latitudes  j 
for  oughc  we  know  there  a^ay  be  lighter  rranfgreffions  that  we  know  not  of; 
and  for  thefe  ac  the  purification  of  the  woman  it  is  fuppofed  the  offering  was 
made,  and  the  turtures,  by  being  an  oblation,  did  deprecate  a  fuppofed  ir- 
regularity ',  but  by  being  a  chafte  and  marital  Embleme?  they  profeffed  the 
obliquity  (if  any  were)  was  within  the  protedion  of  the  facred  bands  of 
marriage',  and  therefore  fo  excufable  as  to  be  expiated  by  a  cheap  offering  j 
and  what  they  did  in  Hieroglyphick,  Chriftians  muft  do  in  the  expofition  j 
be  ftrift  obfervers  of  the  rfiain  rites  and  principal  obligations',  and  notneg- 
Je<J^ful  to  deprecate  the  leflcr  unhandfomenefles  of  the  too  fenfual  appli- 
cations. 

G  O  D  had  at  that  inftant  fo  ordered ,  that  for  gi'cat  ends  of  his  own  and  i* 

rficirs,  two  very  holy  perfonsofdivers  Sexes  and  like  piety,  Simeomnd 
Anna ,  the  one  who  lived  an  aftive  and  fecular,  the  other  a  retired  and 
contemplative  life,  fhould  come  into  the  Temple  byrevelation  anddi- 
re<Sion  of  the  holy  Spirit  j  and  fee  him  whom  they  and  all  the  World 
'did  look  for,  the  LORD'S  CHRIST,  the  cenfoktion  of  Ifrael.  They 
faw  him,  they  rejoyced ,  they  worfliipped ,  they  prophelied,  they  fang 
Hymnes  j  and  old  Simeon  did  comprehend  and  circumfcribe  in  his  armes 
him  that  filled  all  the  World,  and  was  then  fo  fatisfied  that  he  defired  to 
live  no  longer ',  GOD  had  verified  his  promife,  had  fhown  him  the  Meffias^ 
had  filled  his  heart  with  joy ,  and  made  his  old  age  honourable  ,  and  now 
after  all  this  fight, '  no  objeft  could  be  pleafant  but  the  joyes  of  Paradife  : 
for  as  a  Man  who  hath  Aar'd  too  freely  upon  the  face  and  beauties  of  the 
Sun ,  is  blinde  and  dark  to  obje<f}-s  of  a  lefle  fplendour ,  and  is  forced  to 
■fhut  his  eyes ,  that  he  may  through  the  degrees  of  darknelfc  perceive  the 
inferioui'  beauties  of  more  proportioned  objefts  :  fo  was  old  Simeon  ',  his 
tyes  were  fo  filled  with  the  glories  of  this  revelation ,  that  he  was  willing 
to  clofe  them  in  his  laft:  night  j  that  he  might  be  brought  into  the  commu- 
nications of  eternity ",  and  he  could  never  more  finde  comfort  in  any  other 
objed:  this  world  could  minifter:  for  fuch  is  the  excellency  offpiritual 
things,  when' they  have  once  filled  the  corners  of  our  hearts ,  and  made  us 
highly  fenfible  and  apprehenfive  of  inreriour  beauties  of  GOD  and  of 
Religion,  all  things  of  this  World  are  flat  and  empty  and  unfa tisfying  va- 
nities ,  as  unpleafant  as  the  lees  of  Vinegcr  to  a  tongue  filled  with  the  fpi- 
rit  of  high  Italick  wines.  And  until  we  are  fo  dead  to  the  World  as  to  ap- 
prehend no  guft  or  freer  complacency  in  exteriour  obje<H:s  •,  we  never  have 
entertained  CHRIST  or  have  had  our  cups  overflow  with  devotion  or 
filled  with  the  Spirit.  When  our  Chalice  is  filled  with  holy  oil ,  with  the 
anointing  from  above ,  it  will  entertain  none  of  the  waters  of  bitternefle, 
or  if  it  does,  they  are  thruff  to  the  bottom e,  they  are  the  loweft  of  our 
defires,  and  therefore  onely  admitted,  becaufe  they  are  natm-al  and  con- 
ftituent. 

The  good  old  PropheteOe   Anna^  had  lived  long   in   chafte  Wi-  '^ 

dpwhood^  in  thefervice  of  the  Temple,  in  the  continuall  offices  of  De- 
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Devotion,  in  fafting  and  prayer  •,  and  now  came  the  happy  inftant  in  which 
GOD  would  give  her  a  great  benediftion  and  an  earneft  of  a  greater :  the 
returns  of  prayer  and  the  blefiings  of  piety  are  certain  ,  and  though  not  di- 
fpenfed  according  to  the  eype(Sances  of  our  narrow  conceptions,  yet  at 
&ch  times  and  in  fiich  meafures  as  fhall  crown  the  piety  and  fatisfie  the  de- 
fires  and  reward  the  expec'tation.  It  was  in  the  Temple  ,  the  fame  place 
where  fhe  had  for  fo  many  yeais  poured  out  her  heart  to  GOD  ,  that  GOD 
pour'd  forth  his  heart  to  her ,  fent  his  Son  from  his  bofora,  and  there  fhe 
received  his  benedidion  ;  indeed  in  fuch  places  GOD  does  nioft  particu- 
larly exhibit  himfelf,  and  blefling  goes  along  with  him  where  ever  he  goes  > 
in  holy  places  GOD  hath  put  his  holy  T^ame ,  and  to  holy  perfons  GOD 
does  oftentimes  manifeft  the  interiour  and  more  fecret  glories  of  his  holi- 
nelle  j  provided  they  come  thither  as  old  Simeon  and  Anna  did  by  the  mo- 
tions of  the  holy  Spirit,  not  with  defignes  of  vanity  or  curiofity  or  fenfua- 
lity,  fcr  fuch  fpirits  as  thofe  come  to  prophane  and  defecrate  the  houfe,and 
wnhallow  the  perfon,  and  provoke  the  Deity  of  the  place,  and  blaft  us  with 
Hnwholefome  aires. 

But  Jofeph  and  Mary  wondred  at  thefe  things  which  were  fpoken,  and 
treafurcd  them  in  tlieir  hearts,  and  they  became  matter  of  Devotion,  and 
Jiiental  Prayer,  oc  Meditatm. 

The  Prayer. 

O  Eternal  GOD^  rvho  hy  the  infpiratiom  of  thy  holy  Spirit  didft  dire^  thy  fer^ 
vants  Simeon  and  Anna  to  the  temple  at  the  inflant  of  the  prefentation  of 
the  holy  childe  JES  VS^  thatfo  thou  mightefi  veujie  thypromife  and  manifeft  thy 
5«77,  and  reward  the  piety  of  holy  people ,  who  longed  for  Redemption  by  the 
coming  of  the  Meffias  ;  give  me  the  perpetual  ajjiftance  of  the  fame  Spirit  to  be  as 
a  Monitour  and  a  guide  to  me<,  leading  me  to  all  holy  anions ,  and  to  the  embrace^ 
tnents  andpojfejjions  of  thy  glorious  Son  ;  and  remember  all  thy  faith ful  people  nij$ 
wait  for  the  confolation  and  redemption  of  the  Church  from  all  her  miferies  and  ^ 
perfecutions^and  at  laft  fatisfie  their  de fires  by  the  revelations  of  thy  mercies  andfaU  ^ 
vation.Thou  haft  advanced  thy  holy  Childe  andfet  him  up  for  afigne  of  thy  mercies^ 
i^  a  reprefentation  of  thy  glories.LORD  let  no  aB^or  thought^or  word  of  mine  ever 
be  in  contradi^im  to  this  blejfedfigne^  but  let  it  be  for  the  ruine  of  all  my  vices  and 
allthepowers^  the  Vsvilmployes  againft  the  Church  ^  and  for  the  raifmg  up  all 
thofe  vertues  and  graces  which  thou  didft  deftgne  me  in  the  purpofes  of  Eternity  y 
but  let  my  portion  never  be  aniongfi  the  incredulous,  or  thefcornful^  or  the  Hereti- 
cal, or  the  prophane,  or  any  of  thofe  who  ftumble  at  thisftone  which  thou  haft  laid 
fir  the  foundation  of  thy  Church,  and  theftruSlures  of  a  vertuous  life ',  remember 
me  with  much  mercy  and  cornpaffion  when  the  fwordof  forrows  or  affli^ions fl)all 
■pierce  my  heart :  firft  transfix  me  with  leve,  and  then  all  the  troubles  of  this  world 
will  be  confignations  to  the  ]oyes  of  a  better  ',  whkh  grant  for  the  mercies  and  the 
name  fake  of  thy  holy  childe  JESVS,  Amen. 
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^F  in  the  definition  of  Meditation  I  fhould  call  it  an  unaGcafto-  ^ 

med  and  unpraftifed  duty ,  I  fhould  fpeak  a  truth  ,  though 
fomewhat  inartitlcially  :  for  not  o»ely  the  interiour  beau- 
ties and  brighter  excellencies  are  as  unfclt  as  Idea's  and 
abftradioHs  are ,  but  alfo  the  pradice  and  common  know- 
ledge of  the  duty  it  felf  are  ftrangers  to  us ,  like  the  retirements  of 
the  deep  or  the  undifcovered  treaftires  of  the  Indian  hills.  And  this 
is  a  very  great  caufe  of  the  drynefleand  expiration  of  Mens  Devotion, 
becaufe  our  fouls  are  fo  little  refreflied  with  the  waters  and  holy  dcwes 
of  Meditation.  We  go  to  our  prayers  by  chance,  or  order,  or  by 
determination  of  accidental  occurrences  j  and  we  recite  them  as  we  read 
a  book*,  and  fometimes  we  are  fenfible  of  the  duty,  and  a  flafh  of  Light- 
ning makes  the  room  bright,  and  our  prayers  end  and  the  lightning  is 
gone,  and  we  as  dark  as  ever.  We  draw  our  water  from  ftanding  pools, 
which  never  are  fill'd  but  with  fudden  fliowres,  and  therefore  we  are  dry  fo 
•ften  :  Whereas  if  we  would  draw  water  from  the  Fountains  of  our  SA- 
VIOUR, and  derive  them  through  the  channel  of  diligent  and  prudent 
Meditatiess ,  our  devotton  would  be  a  continual  current,  and  fafe  againft 
the  barrennefle  of  frequent  droughts. 

For  Meditation  is  an  attention  and  application  of  fpirit  to  divine  2. 

things ,  a  fearching  out  all  inflruments  to  a  holy  life ,  a  devout  con- 
^deration  of  them ,  and  a  produd:ion  of  thofe  affe<ftions  which  are  in  a 
direft  order  to  the  love  of  GO  D,  and  a  pious  converfation.  Indeed  me- 
ditation is  all  that  great  inftrument  of  piety  whereby  it  is  made  prudent, 
and  reafonable,  and  orderly,  and  perpetual.  For  fuppofing  our  memory 
inftruc^ed  with  the  knowledge  of  fuch  myOeries ,  and  revelations  that 
are  apt  to  entertain  the  Spirit,  the  underftanding  is  firft  and  beft  inv 
ployed  in  the  confideration  of  them,  and  then  the  will  in  their  reception, 
when  they  are  duly  prepared  and  fo  tranfmitted :  and  both  thefe  in  fuch 
manner  and  to  fuch  puipofes  that  they  become  the  Magazine  and  great  rc- 
pofitories  of  grace ,  and  inftrumental  to  all  defigncs  of  vertue. 

For  the  underflanding  is  not  to  confider  the  matter  of  any  meditati-  ^. 

on  in  it  felf,  or  as  it  determines  in  naturall  excellencies  or  unworthi- 
neHe  refpe<ftively,  or  widi  a  purpofc  to  furnifli  it  felf  with  notion  and 
riches  of  knowledge  :  for  that  is  like  the  Winter-Sunne^  it  fhincs  but 
warmes  not  ',  but  in  fuch  order  as  themfelves  are  put  in  the  defignati- 
ons  of  Theology,  in  the  order  of  Divine  Laws,  in  their  fpirituallrapa- 
city  aad  as  they  -have  influence  upon  holinefl'e :  for  the  underfianding 
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here  is  fomethlng  elfe  bei^des  the  intelleftual power  of  the  Soul,  it  is" 
the  Spirit ,  that  is,  it  is  celeftial  in  its  application ,  as  it  is  fpiritual  in  its 
nature:  and  we  may  imderftand  it  well  by  confideiing  the  beatifical  por- 
tions of  foul  and  body  in  their  future  glories.  For  therefore  even  our  bo- 
dies in  the  Refurreftion  fliall  be  fpiritual ,  becaufe  the  operation  of  them 
fliall  be  in  order  to  fpiritual  glories,  and  their  natural  adions  fuch  as  are 
feeing  and  fpeaking  fhall  have  a  fpiritual  objeft  and  fupernatural  end  ',  and 
here  as  we  partake  of  fuch  excellencies  and  cooperate  to  fuch  purpofts 
men  are  more  or  leffe  fpiritual  j  andfois  the  underftanding  taken  from 
Its  firft  and  loweft  ends  of  reQing  in  notion  and  inefieftive  contemplati- 
on ,  and  is  made  fpirit  (that  is)  wholly  ruled  and  guided  by  GODS  Spi- 
,  rit  to  fupernatural  ends  and  fpiritual  imployments ',  fo  that  it  underftands 
and  confiders  the  motions  of  the  Heavens  to  declare  the  glory  of  QOD\, 
the  prodigies  and  alterations  in  the  firmament  to  demonftrare  his  handy- 
\f ork ;  it  conliders  the  excellent  order  of  creatures ,  that  we  may  not 
difturbe  the  order  of  creation ,  or  dilTblve  the  golden  chain  of  fubordi- 
nation  :  Ariftotle  and  Porphyry  and  the  other  Greek  Philofophers ,  ftudied 
the  Heavens  to  fearch  out  their  natural  caufes  and  produ<ftion  of  bodies  y 
the  wifcr  Chaldecs  and  AflTyrians  ftudied  the  fame  things ,  that  they  might 
learn  their  influences  ispon  us  and  make  prediftions  of  contingencies  *, 
the  more  moral  Egyptian  defcribed  his  Theoremes  in  Hieroglyphicks  and 
phatftaffickreprefentments  to  teach  principles  of  Policy,  Oeconomy,  and 
other  prudences  of  morality  and  fecular  negotiation  :  But  the  fame  Phi- 
lofophy  when  it  is  made  Chriftian,  confiders  as  they  did ,  but  to  grea- 
ter purpofes,  even,  that  from  the  book  of  the  Creatures  we  may  glorifie 
the  Creatour,  and  hence  derive  arguments  of  worfhip  and  Religion  *,  this 
is  Chriftian  Philofophy. 
4i  I  inftance  onely  in  confiderations  natural  to  fpiritual  purpofes  •,  but 

die  fame  is  the  manner  in  all  m.editation,  whether  the  matter  of  it  be 
nature  ©r  revelation  ?  for  if  we  think  of  Hell  and  confider  the  infini- 
ty of  its  duration ,  and  that  its  flames  laft  as  long  as  GOD  lafts,  and 
thence  conjefture  upon  the  rules  of  proportion ,  why  a  finite  creatuie 
may  have  an  infinite  unnaturall  duration ,  or  think  by  what  wayes  a 
njateriai  fire  can  torment  an  immaterial  fubftance ,  or  why  the  Devils-, 
who  are  intelligent  and  wife  Creatures,  fhould  be  fo  foolifh  as  to  hate 
GOD  from  whom  they  know  every  rivulet  of  amability  derives  ?  This 
is  to  fludy^  not  to  meditate  ■-,  for  meditation  confiders  any  thing  that 
may  beffc  make  us  to  avoid  the  place ,  and  to  quit  a  vitious  habir, 
or  mafter  and  rcdifie  an  untoward  inclination ,  or  purchafe  a  vertue, 
oi'  exercifeone,  fo  that  m.editation  is  an  ad  of  the  underftanding  put  to 
tlie  right  ufe. 
^^  For  the  holy  JE5US,  coming  to  redeem  us  from  the  bottomelefle 

^rii{7ripnof&'-  P*'^'  ^'^  '^  by  lifting  US  up  out  of  the  puddles  of  impurity  and  the  un- 
CTXeJ  ^^Iviiii^^^^^^^^^  waters  cf  vanity?  He  redeemed  us  from  out  vain  converfati- 
^  »!  wtIht  tT's  ^'^ '  ^"^  °"^  underftandings  had  fo  many  vanities  that  they  were 
^Hiffui «»  ,s  j^g^^  inftruments  of  great  in-piety.  The  unleained  and  ruder  Na- 
j<?8we<OTc877v r- ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  vertues,  but  they  had.  alfo  fewer  vices  then  the 
T  '^^.  J^J  wife  Empires ,  that  ruled  the  World  with  violence  and  wit  together. 
ujyvc^.7rA,-:^oc.  y^^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^^  j^^  ^^^^  intemperance  in  a  full  Chalice;  but 
AmM.1.^*      t^eir  underfiaiKiings  were   ruder  then   the  finer   Latines?  for  thefe 

mens 
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mens  underOanaings  diftill'd  wickcdnefe,  as  through  a  Limbeck,  and 
the  Romans  drank  ipirits ind  the fuhlimd  qninrePences  of  villany, where- 
as the  other  n.ade  rhemftlvcs  drunk  with  the  lees  and  cheaper  infiances 
of  Ilnne:  fo  that  the  understanding  is  not  an  idle  and  ufelefie  faculty 
but  naturally  derives  to  pradice,  and  brings  guefts  into  the  inward  Cabi- 
net of  the  will,and  there  they  are  entertained  and  feaftcd.  And  thofe  un- 
derAandings  which  did  not  ferve  the  bafer  end  of  vices,  yet  were  unpro- 
titable  for  the  moft  parr,  and  fuiHiflied  their  inward  rooms  with  glafiex 
and  beads  and  trifles  lit  for  an  American  Mart  •,  from  all  thefe  impurities 
and  vanities  J  E  S  U  S  hath  redemed  all  his  Difciplcs,  ind  not  onelT 
thrown  out  of  his  Temples  all  the  impure  rites  of  Flora  and  Cybele 
but  alfo  the  trifling  and  unprofitable  ceremonies  of  the  more  fobcr 
Deities ,  not  onely  vices  but  ufelefie  and  unprofitable  fpeculations,  and 
hath  confecratcd  our  Head  into  a  Temple,  our  Underftanding  to  Spirit 
our  Reafon  to  ReligioM,  our  Study  to  Meditation ',  and  this  is  the  firft  pare 
•f  the  San(ftification  of  our  Spirit. 

And  this  was  the  caufe  holy  Saipture  commands  the  duty  of  me-  6 

Citation  in  proportion  ftill  to  the  excellencies  of  piety  and  a  holy 
life,  to  which  it  Is  highly  and  aptly  inftru  men  tall.  Blejfed  isthemit  PftU. 
ihat  meditates  in  the  Law  of  the  LORD  day  and  night.  And  the  tea- 
fon  of  the  propofition  and  the  ufe  of  the  duty  is  exprelfed  to  this 
piirpofc  :  Thy  words  have  I  hid  in  my  heart  that  I  Jhould  not  finne  a,  Pfd  mo  ii 
gatnfl  thee  The  placing  and  tixing  thofe  divine  Confiderations  -^^^^'^^^'^^ 
our  underflandings  and  hiding  them  there,  are  defignes  of  high 
CJrjItian  prudence,  that  they  with  advantage  may  come  forth  in  the 
expreffes  of  a  holy  life.  For  what  in  the  World  is  more  apt  and  na- 
tiirall  to  produce  humility,  then  to  meditate  upon  the  low  ftoopinga 
aiid  defceDts  of  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S ,  to  the  nature  of  a  Man,  to  the 
weaknefies  of  a  Childe,  to  the  poverties  of  a  Stable,  to  the  igno- 
blenelfe  of  a  Servant,  to  the  lliame  of  the  Croffe,  to  the  pain!  of 
Cruelty  to  the  duft  of  Death,  to  the  title  of  a  Sinner,  and  to  the 
wrath  of  GOD?  By  this  infUnce  poverty  is  made  honourable,  and 
humility  is  fandihedand  made  noble,  and  the  contradiftions  of  nature 
are  amiable  and  fitted  for  a  wife  Eledion.  Thus  hatred  of  fin  nian»r 
of  our  ftlves,  confufion  at  the  fenfe  of  humane  mifery,  the  'love  cJ 
GOD,  conhdence  in  hispromifes,  defires  of  Heaven,  holy  refolutions. 
relignanon  ot  oui"  own  appetites,  conformity  to  Divine  will,  oblat'i- 
ofli  ct  our  felves,  repentance  and  mortification  are  the  proper  ema 
nations  from  meditation  of  the  fordidnelTe  of  finne,  our  pronenelfeto 
it,  oir  daily  nufcnes  as  ilTues  of  Divine  Vengeance,  the  glories  of 
?f  r  n'n     i"^"""''  T^':^^'^^  ^txzc\t)',  the  fatisfac^ions  inthevifion 

GOD,  the  rewards  of  piety,  the  re^itude  of  the  Laws  of  G  O  D  and 
perfe^;ion  of  his  Sanaions,  GODS  fupreme  and  paternall  dominion, 
and  his  certain  maledi<Sion  offinners',  and  when  any  one  of  thefe  con 
liderations  is  taken  to  pieces,  and  fo  placed  in  the  rooms  of  applicati- 
on,  that  a  piece  cf  duty  is  conjoyned  to  apieceof  the  myftery-,  andthc 
whole  ofl:ce  to  the  purcliafe  cf  a  grace,  or  the  extermination  of  a  vic^ 
It  IS  ih(e  opening  cur  windowes  to  let  in  the  Sun  and  the  Winde  ;  and 
holmd.e  is  as  proportioned  an  elfed  to  this  pradife  ,  as  clorv  is  to  a  oei^ 
fevering  holinefie,  by  way  of  reward  and  morsl  caufality.  ^ 

*'  3  For 


gi         D1IC.5.  OF  MEDITATION. 

7,  For  all  ^he  affedions  that  are  in  Man  are  either  natural,  or  by  chance, 

or  by  the  mcitation  of  reafon  and  difcourfe ,  our  natural  afteftions  are  not 
worthy  the  entertainments  of  a  Chriftian ,  they  niuft  be  fupernamral  and 
<livine  that  put  us  into  the  hopes  of  Perfedion  and  Felicities ',  and  thefe 
other  that  arc  good,  unlelTc  they  conic  by  meditation ,  they  are  buc  acci- 
dental, and  fet  with  the  evening  Sun :  but  if  they  be  produced  upon  the 
ftrengths  of  pious  meditation,  they  are  as  perpetual  as  they  are  reafonable, 
and  excellent  in  proportion  to  the  piety  of  the  principle.  A  Gai-den  that 
is  watered  with  l"horc  and  fudden  lliowres  is  more  uncertain  in  its  fruits  and 
beauties,  then  if  a  Rivulet  waters  it  with  a  perpetual  diftilling  and  conftant 
feumed'ation ;  And  )uft  fiich  are  the  fhort  emiflions  and  unpremeditated  re- 
folutions  of  piety  begotten  by  a  dafli  of  holy  rain  from  Heaven ,  whereby 
GOD  fometimes  ufes  to  call  the  careldfe  but  to  tafte  what  excellencies  of 
piety  they  negle<Jt ',  but  if  they  be  not  produc'd  by  the  reafon  of  Religion 
and  the  Philofophy  of  Meditation,  they  have  buc  the  life  of  a  Fly  or  a  tall 
Gourd  V  they  come  into  the  World  onely  to  fay  they  had  a  being ,  yoa 
could  fcarce  know  theii-  length ,  but  by  meafuring  the  ground  they  cover  in 
their  fall. 
8,  For  fince  we  are  more  mov'd  by  material  and  fenfible  obje^ ,  then  by 

things  meerly  fpectilative  and  incellcdual ,  and  generals  even  m  fpiritual 
things  are  lelfe  perceived,  and  leflc  motive  then  particulars :  Meditation 
frames  the  underftanding  part  of  Religion  to  the  proportions  of  our  nature? 
.  and  our  weaknelTey  by  making  fome  th-ngs  more  circumftantiate,  and  ma- 
terial, and  the  more  fpiritual  to  be  particular,  and  therefore  the  moreap- 
plkable :  and  the  myftery  is  made  like  the  Gofpel  to  the  Apoflles,  Our 
iyes  dofeeydndmx  cats  d&  hear^  *nd  our  hands  do  handle  tbu^  tmch  of  the  word  of 
Life  as  is  prepared  for  us  in  tlie  Meditation. 
^.  I.  And  therefore  every  wife  perfon  ,  that  intends  to  furnifh  himfelf 

with  affedions  of  Religion,  or  deteftation  againft  a  Vice,  cr  glorit-cations  of 
a  Myftery^  ftill  will  proportion  the  Myftery,  and  tit  ir  wkh  fuch  ciraimflan- 
ces  of  fancy  and  application,  as  by  obfervation  of  himfelf  he  knowes  apteft 
to  make  impreflion-  It  was  awifedeftgneof  Mark  Antony  when  he  would 
ftrr  up  the  people  to  revenge  the  death  oiCdtfar ,  he  brought  his  body  to 
tile  pleading  place,  he  fhewed  his  wounds,  held  up  the  rent  Mantle ,  and 
fliewed  them  the  garment  that  he  put  on  that  night  in  which  he  beat  the 
Nervj}^  that  is,  in  which  he  won  a  viAory,  for  which  his  Memory  was  dear 
to  them.  He  fhewed  them  that  wound  which  pierced  his  heart,  in  which 
they  were  placed  by  fodeer  a  love,  that  he  made  them  his  heirs ,  and  left 
to  their  publick  ufe  places  of  delight  and  pleafure  *,  and  then  it  was  natural 
when  he  had  made  thofe  things  pieftnt  to  tliem  which  had  once  moved 
their  love  aiid  liis  honour ,  that  grief  at  the  lolfe  of  fo  honourable  and  fo 
lov'd  a  perfon  fliould  fucceed  •,  and  then  they  were  Lords  of  all,  their  for- 
row  and  revenge  feldom  llept  in  two  L-eds.  And  thus  holy  Meditation  pro- 
duces the  paflions  and  deirres  it  intends,  it  makes  the  obje<ft  prefent  and  aj^ 
moft  fenfible,  it  renews  the  firft  pafiions  by  a  fi<S-ion  of  imagination,  it  paf- 
fes  from  the  Pafchal  Parlour  to  Cedron  ,  it  tels  the  drops  of  fweat ,  and 
nieafures  them  and  findes  them  as  big  as  drops  of  Wood ,  and  then  conje- 
^ures  at  the  greatnefie  of  our  fins ',  it  fears  in  the  midft  of  CHRISTS  ago- 
nies',  it  hears  hisgroaas,  itfpies /kJ^x  hisLantliorn  afaroff,  it  follows 
lESUS  to  Oabbatbi ,  and  wonders  at  his  innocence  and  their  malice,  and 

feels 
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fceJstheflrokesof  theWhip,  and  fnr inks  the  head  when  ^e  Crown  cf 
1  horns  is  thruft  hard  upon  his  holy  brows ,  and  xt  laft  goes  l>ep  by  ftepr 
with  JESUS,  and  carries  paic  of  the  Croife ,  and  is  nailed  faft  with  forrotr 
aad  compaflioii,  and  dies  with  love.  For  if  the  foul  be  principle  of  its  own 
ad  ions,  it  can  produce  the  fame  cileds  by  rctlt:K  a<^s  of  the  underfranding^ 
wl^en  it  is  aflifted  by  the  imaginative  part  as  when  it  fees  the  thing  a^ed; 
onely  let  the  meditation  be  as  minute,  particular,  and  circnmftantiate  as  ic 
may  i  for  a  Widow  by  reprefenting  the  careHes  of  her  deadHtrfbands  love 
produces  forrow  and  the  new  affe<Sions  of  a%d  indeermenr.  It  is  too  fHre, 
tliat  die  recalling  the  Circumftances  of  a  paft  inipurity  doesreinkJndle  the 
flame  and  entertain  the  fancy  with  the  burnings  of  an  impure  fire:  And 
this  happens  not  by  any  advantages  of  vice,  but  by  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
and  the  efficacy  of  Circumftances.  So  does  holy  Meditation  produce  thofc 
iniprefies  and  tignatures,  which  are  the  proper  efteds  of  the  niyftay,  if  prc- 
fcnted  in  a  right  line  and  direft  reprefentation. 

2.  He  that  means  to  meditate  in  the  beft  order  to  the  prodtiftitons  j®, 

of  piety,  muft  not  be  inquifirivc  for  the  higheft  myfteries,  but  the 
plaineft  propofitions  are  to  him  of  the  greateft  ufe  and  evidence.  For 
Meditation  is  the  duty  of  all ,  and  therefore  GOD  hath  fitted  ftich 
matter  for  it?  which  is  proportioned  to  every  underftanding ,  ^md 
the  greateft  myfteries  of  Chriftianity  are  plaineft,  and  yet  moft  fruit- 
full  of  Meditation,  and  moft  ufefuU  to  the  produ^^i^n  of  Piety.  High 
fpecuiations  are  as  barren  as  the  tops  of  Cedar  •,  but  the  fundament- 
als of  Chriftiauity  iire  fruitfiilL  as  the  Valleys  or  the  creeping  Vine.  For 
know,  that  it  is  no  meditation,  but  it  may  be  an  illufion  5  when  you 
confider  myfteries  to  become  more  learned  without  thoughts  of  im- 
proving piety.  Let  your  afledions  be  as  high  as  they  can  climbc  to- 
wards GOD5  fo  your  confiderations  be  humble,  fruitful?  andpradical- 
Jy  myfterious.  C>/;,  that  I  bad  the  wings  of  a  Dove^  that  I  mght  flye  (nx^af 
and  be  At  ?<•/,  faid  Daxnd.  The  wings  of  an  Eagle  would  have  caiTied 
him  higl'ier,  but  yet  the  innocent  Dove  did  furnilh  him  with  the  better 
Enkbleme  to  reprefent  his  humble  deiigne  *,  and  lower  meditations  might 
fooner  bring  him  to  reft  in  GOD.  It  was  a  faying  of  ^gidmsyThat 
an  old  and  a  fiwple  veonun  ^  if  fne  loves  JESVS^  may  be  greater  then 
wat  Brother  Bonavemure.  Want  of  learning  and  difability  to  confi- 
der great  fecrets  of  Theology  does  not  at  all  retard  our  progrelTe  to 
fpirituall  perfeftrons  •,  Love  to  ]  E  S  U  S  may  be  better  promoted  by 
the  plainer  underftandings  of  honeft  and  unlettered  people,  then  bf 
the  finer  and  nrore  exalted  fpecuiations  of  great  Clerks,  that  have 
leGc  devotion.  For  although  the  way  of  ferving  GOD  by  die  under- 
ftanding be  the  beft  and  moft  lafting ,  yet  it  is  not  neceflary  the  un- 
derftanding fhould  be  drefs*d  with  troublefome  and  laborious  notions ; 
the  reafon  that  is  in  Religion  is  the  frreft  principle  to  engage  our  fer- 
vices,  and  more  perpeaul  then  the  fweetneft:s  and  the  motives  of  alfe- 
ftion,  but  every  honeft  Mans  uiidtrftanding  is  then  beft  furniftied 
with  the  difcourfts  and  the  rcafonable  ]3arts  of  Religion,  when  he  knowes 
dx>re  myfteries  of  Religion  upon  v^^ich  CHRIST  and  his  Apoftles  did 
build  a  holy  life  and  the  fuperftni<^es  of  piety ',  thofe  are  the  beft  ma- 
terials of  his  meditation. 
So  Uiiit  n^diution  rs  Bothiag  elie  but  the  ufing  of  all  thofe  arg«- 
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nients,  motives  and  irradiations  which  GOD  intended  to  beinftrujuental' 
to  piety.  It  is  a  conipofition  of  both  way es*,  for  it  ftirrcs  up  our  affe- 
^ions  by  reafon  and  tne  way  of  undcrftanding  ,  that  the  wile  foul  may 
be  fatisiied  in  the  reafonablene(!e  of  the  thing ,  and  the  atledionate 
may  be  entertained  with  the  fweetnel!es  of  holy  pailion ',  iliat  our 
judgement  be  determined  by  dlfcourfe  ,  and  our  appetites  made  adivc 
by  the  carelTes  of  a  religious%fancy.  And  therefore  the  ufe  of  medita- 
tion is  to  confider  any  of  the  rm'fieries  of  Religion  with  purpcfes  to  draw 
from  it ,  mles  of  life  or  aftmions  to  vertue ,  or  deteftation  of  vice  *, 
and  from  hence  the  Man  rifes  to  devotion  and  mental  prayer  and  enrer- 
courfe  with  GOD ',  and  after  that,  he  refts  himfelf  in  the  bofome  of  beati- 
tude, and  is  fwallowed  up  with  the  comprchenfions  of  love  and  Contem- 
plation. Thefe  aie  the  fever al  degrees  of  meditation  >  but  let  us  tirft  undcr^ 
ftgnd  that  part  of  it  which  is  duiy^  and  then  if  any  thing  fucceed  of  a  middle 
condition  between  duty  and  reward,  we  will  confider  alfo  how  that  duty  is 
to  be  performed,  and  how  the  reward  is  to  be  managed,  that  it  may  prove 
to  be  no  illufion  *,  therefore  I  adde  alfo  this  Confideration. 
J.2.  9-  Whatfotver  pious  purpofes  and  deliberations  are  entertained  !« the 

aft  of  meditation,  they  arc  carefully  to  be  maintained  and  thruft  foi'ward  to 
adual  performances,  although  they  were  indefinite  and  indeterminate^ 
and  no  other  wayes  decreed  but  by  refolutions  and  determinations  of  rea- 
fon and  judgement.  For  GOD  affifis  every  pious  aftion  according  to  its  ex- 
igence and  capacity,  and  therefore  ble&sholy  meditations  with  refults  of 
reafon,  and  prepoileflions  dogmatically  decreeing  the  nectditie  of  vertue, 
and  the  convenience  of  certain  exercifes  in  order  to  the  puichafe  of  it ;  he 
then  that  neglefts  toaduate  fuch  difcourfes,  lofes  the  benefit  of  his  medi- 
tation ',  he  is  gone  no  further  then  when  he  firft  kz  out  and  ncgleds  the  in- 
fpirations  of  the  holy  Spirit.  For  if  at  any  time  it  be  certain  what  fpirit  it  is 
that  fpeaks  within  the  foul ,  it  is  moft  certain  that  it  is  the  good  Spirit  that 
moves  us  to  an  ad:  of  vertue  in  order  to  acquifirion  of  the  habit  j  and  when 
GODS  grace  hath  afHfted  us  fo  far  in  om-  meditation ,  that  we  unc'erftaiKl 
«ur  duty  and  are  moved  with  prefent  arguments,  if  we  put  not  fcrch 
Qiir  hand  and  make  ufe  of  then^,  we  do  nothing  towards  our  duty  ■-,  ar.d 
if.  is  not  cejrtain  that  GO  D  will  create  graces  in  us  as  he  does  the  fotal ; 
I^t  every  pious  perfon  think  every  conclufion  of  reafon  in  liis  meditati- 
esn  to  have  pafs'd  an  obligation  upon  him  :  and  if  he  hath  decreed  that 
iafting  fo  often,  and  doing  fo  many  religious  ads  is  convenient  and  con- 
ducing to  the  produdion  of  a  grace  he  i-s  in  puifuit  of-,  let  him  know  that 
every  ftich  decree,  and reafonable propofition  is  the  grace  of  GOD,  in- 
strumental to  piei^',  part  of  hisafTiftance,  and  therefore  in  no  cafe  to  be 
extinguifhed. 
ip  .4.  In  meditation  ,  let  rlie  underflanding  be  reftrained,  and  under  fvch 

prudent  coercion  and  confinement  that  it  wander  not  from  one  difcourfe 
to  another,  till  it  hath  perceived  fome  fruit  from  the  firft:  either  that  his 
fpulbeinftriided  inaduty,  or  mov*d  by  a  new  argument,  or  confirmed 
in  an  old,  or  derermin'd  to  fome  exercife  and  intermediall  adion  of  Re- 
ligion, or  hath  broke  out  into  fome  prayers  and  intercourfe  with 
G  OD  in  order  to  the  produdion  of  a  vertue.  And  this  is  the  my- 
iant.'^.S,  fticall  defigne  of  the  Spoufe  in  the  Canticles  of  Sokrmn^  I  adjure  you 
O.you  daitghters  of  Jaufalem^  by  tije.  Ro€s  and  by  the  Hinds  of  the  fields 

that 
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that  you  Jlirre  not  up  nor  arcikemy  hve  till  he  pleafe.  For  it  is  lighcnefTeof 
fpiric  to  palfe  over  a  Held  of  flowers  and  to  hx  no  where,  but  to  leave  it 
without  carrying  fonic  honey  with  usj  unleile  the  fubjed  be  of  it  fclf 
barren  and  unfruitfull,  and  then  why  was  itchcfen  ?  Or  that  it  is  made  fo 
by  our  indirpofition,and  then  indeed  it  is  to  he  quitted  :  but  (  it  is  S.  Chry- 
fojhms  fimilt  )  as  a  Lamb  fticking  the  breaft  of  its  dam  and  Mother  Uioves 
the  head  from  one  part  to  another  till  it  hath  founda  diftilling  fontinell  > 
and  then  it  fiyes  till  it  be  fatistied  or  the  fountain  ceafe  dropping  :  fo 
fhould  we  in  meditation,  rejeft  fuch  niareiialls  as  are  barren  like  the  tops 
of  hills,  and  fix  upon  fuch  thoughts  which  nourifli  and  refrefh,  and  there 
dwell  till  the  nourifliment  be  drawn  forth,  or  fo  much  of  it  as  we  c-an  then 
temperately  digeft. 

5.  In  mcditation,flrivc  rather  for  graces  then  for  gifts,  for  affe<flions  in  14 

the  way  of  vertue  more  then  the  overflowings  of  fenflble  devotion  '■,  and 
therefore  if  thou  findeft:  any  thing  by  which  thou  may  eft  be  better,  th©ugh 
thy  fpirit  do  not  atiually  rejoyce  or  tinde  any  guffc  or  relifh  in  the  mandu- 
cation,  yet  choofe  it  greedily  :  For  although  the  chief  end  of  meditation 
beafieftion^  and  not  determinations  intelled:uall,  yet  there  is  choice  to 
be  had  of  the  alieftions,  and  care  muft  be  taken  that  the  afted^ions  be  de- 
lires  of  vertue  or  repudiations  and  averfions  from  fomething  criminall  •,  noc 
joyes  and  tranfportations  fpirituall,  comforts  and  complacencies  j  foi"  they 
are  no  part  of  our  dut}^  j  fometimes  they  are  encouragements ,  and  fonie- 
times  rewards,  fometimes  they  depend  upon  habitude  and  difpofition  of 
body^  and  feem  great  matters  when  rhey  have  little  in  them,  and  are  more 
bodily  then  fpirituall,  like  the  gift  of  tears,  and  yerning  of  the  bowels  > 
aiid  fometimes  rhey  are  illusions  and  temptations,  at  which  if  the  foul  ftoops- 
and  he  greedy  after  they  may  prove  like  Njppomanes  golden  apples  to  Ata- 
Unta\  retard  oui"  courfe,  and  poilibly  do  feme  hazard  to  the  whole  race. 
And  ihib  will  he  necrer  reduced  to  piaftice,  if  we  confider  the  variety  of 
matrcr,  which  is  fitted  to  the  meditation  in  feverali  ftates  of  men  travailing 
rewards  heaven. 

For  the  firfV  beginings  in  refigion  are  imployed  in  the  maftering  of  *^ 

their  tirft  appetires,csfting  out  their  Devils,e-xtermi.nating  all  evil  cuftonies, 
lef-ening  the  pi-oclivrty  of  habits  and  countermanding  the  too  great 
forwardnerc  of  vicious  inclinations  ,  and  this,  which  Divines  call  the 
Purgative  way,  is  wholly  fpent  in  r.-'Sions  of  repentance,  Mortiticati- • 
on  and  felf  deniall,  and  therefore  if  a  penitent  perfon  fnarches  at  com- 
forts, or  the  rafres  cf  feniible  devotion  his  repentance  is  too  delicate, 
it  is  but  a  rod  of  rofes  and  Jefiamine.  If  G  O  D  fees  the  fpirit  broken . 
aH  in  pieces,  and  that  it  needs  a  little  of  the  oyle  of  gladnefTe  for 
irs  fi'pport  and  refiitution  to  the  capacities  of  its  duty,  he  will  give! 
it,  but  this  is  not  to  be  defigned,  nor  fnatched  at  in  the  meditation  j 
teares  of  joy  are  not  good  cxprefTions  nor  infiruments  of  repentance, 
v/e  muft  not  gather  grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from  thiftles  •,  no  rc- 
freflin.ents  to  be  looked  for  here ,  but  fuch  onely  as  are  necefiary  for 
fupport  •,  and  when  GOD  fees  they  are,  let  not  us  trouble  our  felves, 
he  will  provide  them.  But  the  meditations  which  are  prompt  to  this  Pur- 
gative way  and  praiS'icc  of  firft  beginners,  is  not  apt  to  produce  deli- 
cacies ',  but  in  the  fequele  and  confct^ucnt  of  it.   Afterwardr  ft  brings 
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forth  thepkafantfiuh  of  right eoupfeffe^  but  for  the  prefent  h  haih  no  py  in  iiy 
no  joy  of  fenfe  though  much  fatisfa<^ion  to  reafon.  And  fuch  are  meditati- 
ons of  the  fall  of  Angels  and  Man,  the  Ejection  of  them  from  heaven^ 
of  our  Parents  from  Paradife,  the  horrour  and  obliquity  of  lin,  the  wrath 
of  GOD  thefeverity  of  his  anger,  mortification  of  ou-r  body  and  fpirir^ 
Telf  denialL,  the  Crolfe  of  CHRIST,  Death  and  hell,  and  Judgement  i  the 
terrors  of  an  evil  Confcience,  the  infecurities  of  a  Sinner,  the  unreafon- 
ableneifeof  fin,  the  troubles  of  repentance,  the  Worm  and  fting  of  a 
burdened  fpirit,  the  difficulties  of  rooting  our  evil  habits,  and  the  utter 
abolition  of  fin  ',  if  thefe  nettles  bear  honey,  we  may  fill  our  felves ',  but 
foch  fA'eetnefies  fpoil  the  operations  of  thefe  bitter  potions.  Here  therefore 
let  youraddrelfes  to  G  O  D  and  your  mentall  prayers  be  afiedionate  de- 
fires  of  Pardon,  humble  confiderations  of  our  felves?  thoughts  of  revenge 
againft  our  Crimes,  defignes"of  mortification,  indefatigable  follicitrttioBS 
for  mercy,  cxprelTes  of  fliame  and  confufion  of  face  ^  and  he  meditates 
beft  in  the  purgative  way  that  makes  thefe  affcdions  moft  operatiye  and 
high. 
'1^.  After  our  firftftep  is  taken,  and  the  punitive  part  of  repentance  isre- 

folved  on,  and  begun,  and  put  forward  into  good  degrees  of  progrelTe, 
we  then  ^nter  into  the  illunnMtive  way  of  religion  *,  and  fet  upOK  the  acquifk 
of  vertucs  and  the  purchafe  of  fpirituall  graces,  and  therefore  oui"  meditati- 
ons are  to  be  proportioned  to  the  defigne  of  that  imployment,  fuch  as  ai"e 
confiderations  of  the  life  of  JESUS,  examples  of  Saints,  reafons  of 
irertae,  means  of  acquiring  them,  defignations  of  proper  exercifes  to  evei-y 
pious  habite,  tlie  eight  beatitudes,  the  giftsand  fruits  of  the  holy  Ghoft, 
the  promifes  of  the  Gofpel,  the  attributes  of  G  O  D  as  they  are  reveal- 
ed to  reprefent  GOD  to  be  infinite  and  to  make  us  religious,  the  rewards 
of  heaven,  excellent  and  fele<ft  fencences  of  holy  perfons,  to  be  as  in- 
centives of  piety  h  Thefe  are  the  proper  matter  for  proficients  in  religion  j 
but  then  the  afte(^ions  producible  from  thefe  are  love  of  vertue,  defires  to 
imitate  tile  holy  jESUS,  afleftions  to  Samts  and  holy  perfons,  confor- 
mity of  choice,  fubordination  to  CODS  will,  ele(^ion  of  the  wayes  of 
vertue,  fatisfaftion  of  the  underftanding  in  the  wayes  of  religion,  and  refo- 
Kitions  to  purfue  them  in  the  midft  of  all  difcomforts  and  perfecutions  j 
and  our  mentall  prayers  or  entercourfe  with  GOD  v/hich  are  the  prefent 
emanations  of  our  meditations ,  muft  be  in  order  to  thefe  afi'e<ftions,  and 
produ<^ions  from  thofe,  and  in  all  thefe  yet,  there  is  fafety  and  piety  and 
no  feeking  of  our  felves,  butdefignesof  vcrcue  injuft  reafon  and  duty  to 
GOD  and  for  his  fake,  that  is,  for  his  commandment.  And  in  all  thefe 
particulars,  if  there  be  fuch  a  fterilit>'  of  fpirit  that  there  be  no  end  ferved 
but  of  fpirituall  profit,  we  are  never  the  worfe  h  all  that  GOD  requires  cf 
US  is  that  we  will  live  well  and  repent  in)uft  meafure  and  right  manner,  and 
he  that  doth  fo,  hath  meditated  well. 

From  hence  if  a  pious  foul  pafles  to  afte<ftions  of  greater  fublimi  ty ,  and 
^^'  intimate  and  more  immediate ,  abftra<fted  and  immateriall  love^  it  is  well, 
€>aely  remember  that  the  love,  GOD  requires  of  us,  is  an  operative  ma- 
teriall  and  communicative  love.  If  ye  love  me  k^epmy  C97ww\dments  ;  fo  that 
full  a  good  life  is  die  effeftof  thefubUmeft  meditation',  and  if  we  make 
oxjrdutyfuiebeliindeus,  afcendupas  high  into  the  mountain  as  you  can, 
fi^yeurafccntJBay.confTft  withthefecmitiesof  yourperfon,  theconditica 
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of  infirmity,  and  the  intcrcfts  of  your  duty,  Acccx-ding  to  the  faying  of  v«>«i^r<r/««,;,r. 
^  Ildefonfus  \  Our  ewjty  faying  of  lauds  and  re  citing  verj^es  it:  honour  of  his  K«i « Twr  !«r/^wpc- 
Name^  plcafenot  G  0  D  fo  well  as  the  ifmtationQf  him  does  advantantage  to  p'-^rwy  rnxoTiXic^ 
«r,  and  a  devout  imitatour  plcafes  the  fpoufe  better  then  an  idle  Fanegyrike ',  Let  '"<"*  «f  ®»'-> » 
ycur  work  be  like  his,  your  duty  in  imitation  of  his  precept  and  example,  ^''O,  ^im(m\a 
and  then  fing  prayfes  as  you  lift  j  no  [leart  is  large  enough,  no  voice  plea-  •»■»  £>dtK  ^^6>iJf<$r- 
fant  euough,no  lite  long  enough,nothing  but  an  eternity  of  duration,  and  a  •^■(^  TrpsauyPiy 
beatilicall  (rate  can  do  it  well:  and  therefore  holy  David  joyns  them  </^f« >3' kj ^nm- 
both  5   Whofj  efereth  me  thankj  and  prajfe  he  honoureth  me^  and  to  him  that  >Jtij  ci<f^iui  -m.' 
ordereth  hts  comer fation  aright  I  will  jhew  the  falvation  of  GOV.  All  thanks  f^T^<^r\'  k^  c- 
and  pi-aife  without  a  right  ordered  conveifation  are  but  the  Eccho  of  re-  vct^f^xU^ai- 
Jigion,  a  voice  and  no  fubfiance*,  but  if  thofe  praifes  be  fung  by  a  heart  ^»/f  ><)f)i>4'«*TB 
righteous  and  obedient,  that  is  finging  with  the  fpirit,  and  finging  with  <^h^oi<^e^v^tJS^ 
underftanding  •,  that  is  tlW  Muf  ck  GOD  delights  in.  theui^c  ri^^c- 

6,  But  let  me  obferve  and  prtfle  this  caution :  it  is  a  miftake,  and  not  z  /Mnt^mjyijrlet 
little  dangerous,  when  people  religious  and  fonvard  (hall  too  promptly,  esa.  i/ieroc/. 
frequently  and  neerly  fpend  their  thoughts  in  confideration  of  divine  ex-  Pfdlm  $0.  23- 
cellencies.  GOD  hath  fiieA'n  thee  merit  enough  to  fpend  all  thy  ftock  of  i  %. 

love  upon  him  in  the  chara<^ers  of  his  power,  the  book  of  the  Creature,  the 
great  tables  of  his  mercy,  and  the  lines  of  his  juftice  j  we  have  caufe 
enough  to  praife  his  excellencies  in  what  we  feel  of  him,  and  are  refrefhed 
with  his  influence,  and  fee  his  beauties  hi  reflexion,  though  we  do  not  put 
our  eyes  out,  with  flaring  upon  his  face,  to  behold  the  glories  and  per- 
fedions  of  G  O  D  with  a  more  dired  intuition  is  the  priviledge  of  Angels, 
who  yet  cover  their  faces  in  the  brightnere  cf  hisprefence  :  itisoneLy 
permitted  to  us  to  confider  the  back  parts  cf  GOD  :  And  therefore 
ihofefpecnlations  arc  too  bold  and  imprudent  addrel!es,  and  niinifter  to 
danger  more  then  to  relig-on ,  when  we  pai^e  away  from  the  dire<*i  ftudies 
cf  vertue,  and  thofe  thoughts  cf  G  O  D,  which  are  the  freer  and  fafer  com- 
munications of  the  Deity,  which  are  the  means  of  entercourfe  and  rela- 
tion between  him  and  us,  to  thofe  conliderations  concerning  GOD  which 
are  Metaphyfcall  andrcmote,the  formallobje^s  cf  adoration  and  wonder, 
rather  then  of  vertue  and  temperate  difcourfes  j  for  GOD  in  Scripture 
never  revealed  any  cf  his  abflracfted  perfedions  and  remoter  and  myfteri- 
ous  diftances ,  but  with  a  purpofe  to  produce  fear  in  us,  and  therefore 
to  chide  the  temerity  and  boldnef!"e  of  too  familiar  and  neerer  enter- 
cniirfe. 

True  it  is  that  every  thing  we  fee  or  can  coniider  reprefents  fome  per-         ,^ 
fc^ion  of  GOD  y  but  this  I  mean,  that  no  man  fliould  confder  too  much,  ^" 

and  meditate  too  frequently  upon  the  imm.ediate  peifeaions  of  GOD,  as 
it  were  by  way  of  intuition,  but  as  they  are  maniftfted  in  the  Creatures 
and  in  the  minifteries  cf  vertue  i  and  alfo  when  ever  GODS  perfedions 
be  the  matter  of  n?editation,  we  fliould  not  afcend  upwards  into  him,  but 
defcend  upon  our  felves  like  fruitfull  vapours  drawn  up  into  a  cloud,  de- 
fending fpeedily  into  a  fhowre,  that  the  effcft  of  the  contideration  be  a 
defgne  cf  good  lifej  and  that  our  loves  to  GOD  benotfpentin  ab- 
rra<^ions,  but  in  good  works  and  humble  obedience.  The  other  kinde 
of  love  may  deceive  us  •,  and  therefore  fo  may  fuch  kinde  of  confidera- 
tioRs  which  are  its  inftrument.  Bat  this  I  am  now  more  particularly  to 
c:>ni:dcr, 
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20.  For  beyond  this  I  have  defcribed ,  there  is  a  degree  of  meditation  fn 

exalted,  that  it  changes  the*  very  name,  and  is  called  contemplation^  and 
it  is  in  the  unltive  way  cf  religion  :  that  is,  itcontlfts  in  unions  and  adhe- 
rencies  to  GuD?  it  is  a  prayer  cf  quietneHe  and  filence,  and  a  medi- 
tation extraordinaiy,  a  dik  ourfe  without  variety,  a  vifion  and  mtuition 
of  divine  eycellencies,  and  immediate  entry  into  an  orb  of  light,  and 
a  refolution  of  all  our  faculties  into  fwectnelfee:  atleftions  and  ftarings 
upon  the  Divine  beauty ',  and  is  carried  on  to  extaHes,  raptures,  fufpentionf^ 
elevations,  abftradions,  and  apprehenfions  beatiiicall.  In  all  the  courfe 
Q^vertmus  meditathn^  the  foul  is  like  a  Virgin  invited  to  make  a  matrimo- 
niall  contrail,  it  inquires  the  condition  of  the  perfon,  his  eflate  and  difpo- 
fition,  and  other  circumftances  of  amability  and  deiire.  But  when  Ihe 
is  fatisfied  with  tliefc  enquiries  and  hath  choTen  her  hulband ,  Ihe  no  more 
confiders  particulars,  but  is  moved  by  his  voice ,  and  his  geAure,  and  rmis 
to  his  entertainment  and  fruition,  and  fpends  her  felf  wholly  in  aftcdions, 
not  to  obtain  but  enjoy  his  love. 
Thusitisfaid. 
But  this  is  a  thing  not  to  be  difcourfed  of,  but  /e/r,  and  although  ia 
other  (ciences  the  terms  muft  firft  be  known  and  then  the  rules,  and  con- 
clusions fcientiticiall :  Here  it  Is  otherwife,  for  tirft  the  whole  experience 
of  this  muft  be  obtained,  before  we  can  fo  much  as  know  what  it  is,  ar>sl 
the  end  muft  be  acquired  t'rft,  the  conclulion  before  the  premifes.  They 
that  pretend  to  thefe  heights  call  them  the  fecrets  of  the  Kingdom ',  but 
they  aie  fuch  fecrets,  which  no  man  can  deifcribe,  fuch  which  GOD  hath 
not  revealed  in  the  publication  cf  the  Gofpel ,  (ijch  for  the  acquiring  of 
which  there  are  no  means  prefcribed,  and  to  which  no  man  is  obliged,  and 
which  are  not  in  any  mans  power  to  obtain,  nor  fuch  which  it  is  lawful! 
to  pray  for  or  defire,  nor  concerning  which  we  fhall  ever  be  called  to  an 
account. 

Indeed  when  perfons  have  been  longToftcned  with  the  continuall  drop- 
pings of  religion,  and  their  fpirits  made  timorous  and  apt  for  imprefTion 
by  the  afliduity  of  prayer  and  perpetuall  allarms  of  death,  and  the  con- 
tinuall dyings  of  mortification  j  the  fancie  which  is  a  very  great  inftrument 
of  devotion,  is  kept  continually  warm  and  in  a  difpolltion  and  aptitude  to 
take  fire  and  to  flame  out  im  great  afcents  \  and  when  they  fuller  tranfpor- 
^  Alls  10,  ic.  tations  beyond  the  burdens  and  fupport  of  reafon  ,  they  futl'er  they  know 
iTnnfni  itt  a.-  uq^;  ^^at  and  call  it  what  theypleafe,  and  other  pious  people  that  hear 
tviia^Tit.     ^  talk  of  it,  admire  that  devotion  which  isfo  eminent  and  beatified  (for 
&  cap.ii.  5.    fo  they  efteem  it  )  and  fo  they  come  to  be  called  raptures  and  extafcs  •, 
j^«"(^c»i'  UsT''-  which  even  amongft  the  Apoftles  were  fo  feldome  that  they  were  never 
Sgj«/je.  Raptus   fpoke  of-,  for  thofe  vifioni,  raptures,  and  inmitions  cf  S.  Steven^  S.  Paul, 
viditvilionem  §.  Peter, ^  and  S.  John  were  not  pretended  to  be  of  this  kindc  j  not  eyxef^s 
dum  oraverat  ^f  religion,  but  propheticall  and  intuitive  revekcions  to  great  iind  fgnin- 
expX'A'qThom'intm  caut  putpofcs, fuch  as  may  be  and  are  defcribed  in  ftory  :  but  thefe  other 
»tofioicej<roujr^  canuot  *,  fot  fo  CrtjJ/<2«  reports  aud  commeuds  a  faying  cf  Antony  the  Htr- 
fpoiJredixu  Luc?,  mite  j  That  7s  mt  a  perfe^  pray.er  in  which  the  Votary  does  either  urderfland 
oJiViiJ  fratyiGofive  hjnfelfor  the  prayer,  meaning  that  perfons  eminently  religious  were  Diiina. 
exnfis  BiJi^ami  qji^^^  p^/f;;f^/ as  Vjonyfius  Areopagite  faid  cf  his  Ndi\cY  Hierotheus,  Patliicks  in 
VX?e">i'^oKd"te-  Devotlou,  fuffctiug  ravifhuients  of  fenfes,  tranfported  beyond  tht-  ufes  cf 
^1 16 f"'  ^'""*  hwnaaiity  imo  the  faburbs  cf  beati'^call  apprehenfions :  but  whethicr  cr  n^ 
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this  beany  thing  clfe  befideatoo  intenfe  and  indircrcerprcfTureof  the  ^""/f  ^/"'"(^ 
facultres  of  the  foul  to  inconveniences  of  undcrftanding ,   or  elfe  a  creda-  '^''"^ "  ^^ 
lous,  bufy,  and  untamed  fancy,  they  that  think  beft  of  it  cannot  give  a  '=^M^ra»*^e^- 
certainty.  There  are  and  have  been  fome  Religious  who  have  afted  mad-  ^i;^'S«^«»» 
nelTe  and  pretended  infpirationsj  and  when  thefe  are  deftitutcof  a  pro-  p"''^'?*!^f^^' 
phetick  fpirit,  if  they  refolve  to  ferve  themfelvcs  upon  the  pretences  of  V'^^o ''^ -^^'^« 
it,  they  are  difpofed  to  the  imitation,  if  not,  to  the  fufterings  of  mad-  ^";  3  ^"^f  "''- 
nefe,  and  it  would  be  a  great  folly  to  callfuch  Defp/eno/,  full  of  GOD,  '«2J^»»«^'»  m» 
who  aie  no  better  then  phantaftick  and  mad  people.  «ft«\V-*m*  ^^r- 

Thisweare  fiire  of,  that  many  illulions  have  come  in  the  likenelfeof  ■"'^♦''A^'^^'^'o- 
vifions  ^  afld  abfurd  fancies  under  the  pretence  of  raptures',  and  what  «v«^a?*ov-^ 
fome  have  called  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  hath  been  the  fpirit  of  lying  j  ^yTir^<hovCffii 
and  contemplation  hath  been  nothing  but  melancholy  and  unnaturall  D  ^^fS'/j"',  A«>i- 
lengths  •,  and  ftillnefie  affrayer  hath  been  a  meet  dream  and  hypochon-  (^.^'ivmntr.- 
driacall  deuotion,  and  hath  ended  in  pride  or  defpair,  or  fcne  fottifh  k^v  -nldp-niil^m 
and  dangerous  temptation :  It  is  reported  of  Htron  the  Monk  that  having  '7©-&c.  ibid, 
lived  a  retired,  mortified,  and  religious  life  for  mauy  yeers  together,  at  law  »/»'*!' «»*)»cfei 
he  came  to  that  habit  of  aiifterity  or  fingularicy  that  he  refufed  the  fefti-  ™*  'numy  er 
vail  refedion  and  freer  meales  of  Eafter  and  other  folemnities,  that  he  hxiycf^Tin'o-n^ 
niight  do  more  eminently  then  the  refi,  and  fpend  his  time  in  greater  ab-  ai^U  Tnttlttct 
Oradions  and  contemplations  ;  but  the  Deuill  taking  advantage  of  the  :to/o7i>',  «Mi  fi/- 
weaknefle  of  his  melancholly  and  uiifetled  fpirit,  gave  him  a  tranfportation  th  uu^jy  a^jf- 
and  an  extafy  in  which  he  fancied  himfelf  to  have  attained  fo  great  perfe<^i-  oj  'oiBpnf,;^  It^fx- 
on  that  he  was  as  deer  to  GOD  as  a  crowned  Marr>'r,  and  Angels  would  be  ^Kfol'  k,  -b'  s- 
his  fectrity  for  indemnity,though  he  threw  himfelf  to  the  bottom  of  a  well  >  m  >Ayv7t  ^> 
he  obeyed  his  fancy  and  temptation,did  ro,bruifed  himfelf  to  death,and  dy-  ^'>;,«-  Jmai^ 
ed  poi^elfedwith  a  perfwafion  of  the  verity  of  that  extafy  and  tranfportation.  » ''t^r^tXiyittn. 

I  will  not  fay  chat  all  violencies  and  extravagancies  of  a  religious  fancy  piato  in  ApoL 
are  illu(ions,but  I  fay  that  they  are  all  unnaturall  not  hallowed  by  the  wai"-  23  * 

rant  of  a  revelation,  nothing  reafonable,  nothing  feciire ',  I  am  not  fure  that  24 

they  ever  confift  with  humility,  but  it  is  confefted  thatthey  are  often  pro- 
duced by  felf  love,arrogancy  and  the  great  opinion  others  have  of  us :  I  will 
not  judge  the  condition  of  thofe  perfons  who  are  faid  to  have  fuffered  thefe 
extraordinaries,  for  I  know  not  thecircumftances,or  caufes,  or  attendants, 
or  the  effects  '■>  or  whether  the  ftories  be  true  that  make  report  of  them  -y 
but  I  fhall  onely  advife  that  we  follow  the  intimation  of  our  B.  Saviour,  t^^^r 
rt^efn  dovon  in  the  loix'eft  place  till  the  Mafter  of  the  feaft  come  and  bids  us  fit  up 
higher^  If  we  entertain  the  inward  Man  in  the  purgative  and  illuminative  way  ^ 
that  is,  in  anions  of  repentance,  vcrtue  and  precifedutys  that  is  the  farefl: 
way  of  uniting  us  toGO  D:  whilft  it  is  done  by  faith  and  obedience  *, 
and  that  alfo  is  love  j  and  in  thefe  peace  and  fafety  dwell,  and  after  we  have 
done  our  work  it  is  not  difcretion  in  a  fervant  to  haften  to  his  meal  and 
fnatch  at  the  refrefhment  of  villous  unions  and  ab(lra(fl"ions,but  firft  he  muft 
gird  himfelf  and  wait  upon  the  Mafier,  and  not  fit  down  our  felves  till  we 
all  be  called  at  the  great  fupper  of  the  Lamb. 

It  was  therefore  an  eycellent  deiVe  of  S- BetTid^'f  who  was  as  likely  as 
any  to  have  fach  altimdes  of  fpeculation  if  G  O  D  had  really  difpenfed  2$ 

them  to  perfons  holy,phantaftick  and  religious  ,  /  pray  GOD  grant  to 
me  peace  of  fpirit ,  joy  in  tbe  My  Ghojl  companionate  others  in  the 
tvidji  of  my  mirth   ,   to  he   charitable  in  fimplicity  ^  to  rejoyce  with  them 

that 
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that  rejoyce  and  t9  mourn  mth  tbem  that  mourn,  and  mth  thefe  I /hall  be  c&n^ 
tent :  other  exaltations  of  devotion  I  leave  to  Afoftles  and  Apojiolick.  men  j  the 
high  hills  arefsr  the  harts  and  the  clitnhinggoates^  theftony  rcckj  and  the  recejfes 
of  the  earth  for  the  conies.  It  is  more  hca'thfuU  and  nutritive  to  dig  the  esrrh 
and  to  cat  of  her  fruits  then  to  ftare  upon  the  greateft  glories  of  the  hea- 
vens and  live  upon  the  beams  of  the  Sun  j  fo  unfatisfying  a  thing  is  rapture 
and  tranfporta»tion  to  the  foul ;  it  often  diftrads  the  faculties ,  hut  feldonic 
does  advantage  piety,  and  is  full  of  danger  in  the  greateft  of  its  luftrc.  If 
ever  a  man  be  more  in  love  with  GOD  by  fuch  inftruments,  or  more 
indeered  to  vertue,  or  made  more  fevere  and  watchful!  in  his  repentance, 
it  is  an  excellent  grace  and  gift  of  GOD,  but  then  this  is  nothing  but  the 
joyes  and  comfort  of  ordinary  meditation  j  thofe  extraordinary,  as  they 
have  no  fenfe  in  them  fo  are  not  pretended  to  be  inftrtiments  of  ver- 
tue y  but  are  like  Jonathans  arrows  fhot  beyond  it,  to  fignifie  the  danger 
the  man  is  in  towards  whom  fuch  arrows  are  fhot  j  but  if  the  perfon  be^'made 
ynqaiet,  unconftant,  proud,  pr.fillanimous,  of  high  opinion,  pertinacious 
and  confident  in  uficertain  judgements,  or  defperate,  it  is  certain  they  are 
temptations  and  illufions,  fo  that  as  ?.ll  our  dutie  confifts  in  the  wayes  of 
repentance  and  acquift  of  vertue  j  fo  there  refts  all  our  fafety,  and  by  cou- 
fequence  all  our  folid  joyes  j  awd  this  is  the  effed  of  ordinary,  pious,  and 
regular  meditations. 

2^.  If  I  miftake  not,  there  is  a  temptation  like  this  under  another  name 

amongft  perfons  whofc  religion  hath  lelfe  difcourfe  and  more  fancie,  and 
t4iat  is,  a  familiarity  with  0  0  D'-,  which  indeed  if  it  were  rightly under- 
ftood  is  an  affedion  confe(^uent  to  the  illuminative  way.,  that  is,  an  ad",  or 
an  effeft  of  the  vertue  of  religion  and  Devotion,  which  confifts  in  prayers 
and  addrefies  to  GOD,  lauds  and  Eucharifts,  and  hynuiS,  and  confidence 
©f  coming  to  the  throne  of  grace,  upon  aflurance  of  G  O  D  S  veracity  and 
goodnefle  infinite  :  fo  that  faimliarity  with  0  OD^  which  is  an  affedion  of 
friendfliip,  is  the  entercourfe  of  giving  and  receiving  bleffings  and  graces 
refpe<ftively  :  and  it  is  produced  by  a  holy  life,  or  the  being  in  the  ftate  of 
grace,  and  is  part  of  every  mans  inheritance  that  is  a  friend  of  GOD. 
But  when  familiarity  with  GOD  fhall  be  efteemed  a  priviledge  of  lingu- 
lar and  eminent  perfons  not  communicated  to  all  the  faithfull ,  and  is 
thought  to  be  an  admifllen  to  a  neerer  entercourfe  of  fecrecy  with  GO  D, 
it  is  an  efied  of  pride  and  a  miftake  in  judgement  concerning  the  very  fame 
thing  which  the  old  Divines  call  the  unitive  way,  if  themfelvcs  that  claim 
it  underftood  the  terms  of  art,  and  the  conftquents  of  their  own  in- 
tentions. 

27.  Onely I fliall  obfti^e  one  Circumftance,  that  familiarity witk  GOD  h 

nothing  tlfe  but  an  admiflion  to  be  of  GODS  family,  the  admifTicn  of 
afervantor  a  fon  in  minority,  andin.plyes  obedience^  duty^  and  fear  on  our 
parts  j  care  and  providence  and  love  on  GODS  part :  And  it  is  not  the  fa- 
miliarity of/o«/,  but  the  impudence  of  proud  equalJs  to  exprefle  this  pre- 
tended priviledge  in  even  unmannerly  and  unreverent  addreifesanddif- 
courfes:  and  it  is  a  fure  rule,  that  whatfoever  heights  of  piety,  union 
or  familiarity  any  man  pretends  to,  it  is  of  the  Devil  unlefe  the  greater  the 
pretence  be,  the  greater  alfo  be  the  humrlity  of  the  man.  The  higheft 
flames  are  the  mofl;  tremulous  *,  and  fo  are  the  moft  holy  and  eminent  reli- 
gion* perfons,  more  full  of  awfulnefie  and  fear  and  mode fty  and  humility  i 

fo 
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fo  that  in  true  Divinity  and  right  fpeaking  ttiere  is  no  fuch  thing  as  the 
unirive  way  of  religion,  favc  onely  in  the  elTefts  of  duty,  obedience 
and  the  eyprefies  of  theprecife  vertue  of  religion.  Meditations  in  order  to 
a  good  life  let  rheiii  he  as  exalted,  as  the  capacitie  of  thepeifon  and  rubje<^ 
will  endure*,  up  to  the  height  of  contemplation  i  but  if  contemplation 
conies  to  be  a  difiinft  thing  and  fomerhing  betides  or  beyond  a  diflinft  de- 
gree of  vertuous  nieditation,  it  is  loft  to  all  fenfe  and  religion  and  pru- 
dence. Let  no  man  be  hafty  to  eat  cf  the  fruits  of  Paradife  before  luis 
time. 

And  now  I  fliall  not  need  to  enumerate  the  blelTed  fruits  of  holy  Medi-  "  28. 
tarion,  for  it  is  a  grace  that  is  inftrunientall  to  all  eft'efts,  to  the  produ^Hon 
of  allvertiies  and  the  extindion  of  all  vices,  and  by  confequcnce  the  in- 
habitation of  the  holy  Ghoft  within  us,  is  the  natural  1  or  proper  emana- 
tion from  the  frequent  exercife  of  this  duty?  onely  it  hath  fomething  par- 
ticularly excellent,  befides  its  generall  influence:  for  meditation  li  that 
part  of  prayer  which  knits  the  foul  to  its  right  ob)e(9-,  and  confirms  and 
makes  a(Suall  our  intention  and  devotion.  Meditation  is  the  tongue 
of  the  foul  and  the  language  of  our  fpirit  j  and  our  wandring  thoughts 
m  prayer  are  but  the  negle<^s  of  meditation,  and  receffions  from  that 
duty,  and  according  as  we  negleft  meditation,  fo  are  our  prayers  im- 
perfed-j.  m.ediration  being  the  foul  of  prayer,  and  the  intention  of  our 
fpirit.  But  in  all  other  things  meditation  is  the  inftrumentand  conveyance  j 
it  habituates  our  aftedions  to  heaven,  it  hath  permanent  content,  it  pro- 
duces conftancy  of  purpofe ,  defpifing  of  things  below,  inflamed  defires 
of  vertue,  love  of  G  O  D ,  felf  denyall ,  humility  of  underftanding  and 
nniverfall  corredion  oi"  our  life  and  manners. 


The  Prayer. 

Holy  and  Eternull  JESVS  whofe  whole  life  and  doSlrine  ms  a 
perpemll fcrnm  of  holy  life,  a  treasure  of  mfdoine  and  a  repofitorv 
of  ptvme  matemlls  for  meditation,  give  vte  grace  to  underflmd,  diliience 
tnd  attention  toconfider,  care  to  ky  up,  and  carefrlnejfe  to  reduce  to  prance 
All  me  adions ,  d'lfcourfes  and  pious  leffons  and  intimations  by  which  thoH 
didft  exprcfiy  teach,  or  tacitely  imply ,  or  myfterioujly  fignifie  our  duty:  Let 
my  underj^anding  become  as  fpnltuall  in  its  imployment  and^purpofes  as  it  is 
imnaterull  m  us  nature  :  fill  my  memory  as  a  vejfell  of  ekaion  with  re- 
membrances  and  notions  highly  compunViive ,  and  greatly  incentive  of  all  the 
/ians  of  fanSbty,   Let  thy  holy  Spirit  dwell  in  wy  foul  injiru^ing  my  know^ 
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ledge,  fanUifyh^  my  thoughts^  guiding  ny  a'^e^ions^  dirernng  my  will  in  the 
choice  of  vertue^  that  it  may  be  the  great  irnployment  of  my  life  to  meditate 
in  thy  law  to-ftudy  thy  preceptive  rvill^  to  underfiand  even  the  niceties  and 
circnmjiAntialls  of  my  duty  ^  that  ignorance  may  neither  occafton  a  finne  nor 
become  a  punijhmsnt:  take-fim  me  all  vanity  of  (firit^  lightnejfe  of  fancy,  cw 
mfity  and  mpei'tinency  of  enquiry^  jUuftons  of  the  DeviU  and  pbantajiicl .  de- 
ceptions :  let  my  thoughts  be  as  my  religion^  plain,  honej}^  pious,  fimple,  pru- 
dent and  charitable,  of  great  iir^loyment  and  force  to  the  produfHon  of  ver- 
tues  and  extermination  of  vice ,  but  fufering  no  tranfportatwns  of  fenfe  and 
vanity,  nothing  greater  then  the  capacities  of  mj  foul,  nothing  that  may  minijier 
to  any  ivAemperances  of  fpirit,  but  let  me  be  wholly  inebriated  with  love,  and 
that  love  wholly  fpent  in  doing  fuch  anions  as  befi  pleafe  thee  in  the  conditions 
ef  my  infirmity  and  the  fecurities  of  humility ,  till  thou  jhalt  pleafe  to  draw 
the  curtain  and  reveal  thy  inter iour  beauties  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  eternall 
glories:  which  gram  for  thy  mercies  fake  0  Holy  and  Eternall  JESV^ 
Amen- 
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Of  the  death  of  the  Holy  Innocents  or 
the  babes  <?/ Bethlehem,  and  the 
flight  of  ]ESUS  into 
Egypt. 

^LI  this  while  Nerod  waited  fcr  the  retnrn  of  the  Wifcmen  •! 

that  they  might  give  diredions  where  the  childe  did  lye, 
and  his  fword  might  finde  him  out  with  a  ctrtain  and  dircft 
execution.  5ut  when  he  faw  that  he  was  mocked  of  the 
Wifemen  he  was  exceeding  wroth.  For  it,  now  began  to 
deferve  his  trouble,  when  his  purpofes  which  were  moli  fe- 
cret  began  to  be  contradi<!led  and  diverted  with  a  prevention,  as  if  they 
were  refifted  by  an  allfeeing  and  A Imighty  Providence.  He  began  to  fufped, 
the  hand  of  heaven  was  in  it,  and  faw  there  was  nothing  for  his  purpofes  to 
be  afted,  unlcfle  he  could  diflblve  the  golden  chain  of  predeftination. 

And  therefore  lince  GOD  already  had  hindredhim  from  the  exectati-  2. 

ons  of  a  diftmguifhing  fword,  he  refolved  to  fend  a  fword  of  indifcrimi- 
nation  and  confufion,  hoping  that  if  he  killed  ail  the  babes  of  Bethlehem, 
*"'s  young  kings  reign  alfo  Ihoald  foon  determine.  He  therefire  fent  forth 
and  flew  all  the  children  that  were  in  Bethlehetnandallthecoap  thereof  from 
^oyeers  old  and  under, accor  ding  to  the  time  which  he  had  diligently  enquired  of  the  sk  ait  doffa  o». 
rupTc^-^c  ^^  ?      execution  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  yeer  after  dinarialcd  Onti- 
«wHKlbTSnativityasinallprobabilitywegueire^notatthetwoyeersend   p^""*  in  falti* 
as  lome  fuppofe,  becaufe  as  his  malice  was  fubtill  ,fo  he  intended  it  fhould  t^'  ''^"^  '"L'^™ 
befecure,  and  though  he  had  been  diligent  in  his  inquiry,  and  was  neer  cSrni«,«, 
th^  time  m  his  computation,  yet  he  that  was  never  fparing  of  the  lives  of  conS?c^^^^ 
others,  would  nowtofecure  his  Kingdom  rather  ovcraft  his  feverity  for  3- 

tome  moneths,  than  by  doing  execution  but  juft  to  the  tittle  of  his  account  ^^^^'^^    Satar- 
hazard  the  efcaping  of  the  Mefiaf.  nai  lib.  2.  cap  4 

.Ja-'  T^'"V?"  ^^'/l^'  "^^i^  ^«^  "'^''^^^^^^  '  "o  abatements  made  for  .'S;*  l^tli^' 
the  dire  fhriekmgs  of  the  Mothers  no  tender  hearted  fouldier  was  imploy-  tu  tyranidd. 

be^rii     1,  Tl^r'^°"u^''^f°'^  ^y^^  ^^^P^"g  eyes,  and  pitty--.,c«v    S,i7ir 
^Ztl^'^^J'a''^^^  "^  coniTivencies there,  no proteai-  4^,W,., 

his  own  childe  which  wasatijurfemthecoaftsofBft/^/^/^emfliould  bleed  to   m^.x,C,f^, 

from  Herods  knife,  but  no  religion  could  fecurehis  childe.  The  fword  heini  Lk.  "  - 
thus  made  fliarp  by  Herods  commifllon  killed  14000  pretty  babe  as  Sf  '"^f  *  ,  T' 
Greeks  in  their  Calendar,  and  the  Abyflmes  of  Ethio^a  do^comn^^^^^^^^^^^  ''"L^^^.''  ^ 
m  their  offices  of  Liturgy.  For  Herod  crafty  and  malLus,  that  is  trfemy  ^^e"'^'"^"^' 
'^  ryrant  had  caufed  all  the  children  to  he  gathered  together  ^  which  the  "'  """'  "^ "  ^: 
credulous  mothers  ( llippofing  it  had  been  to  rake  account  of  the.^ age  ^  .-uc.^.>,,  ^ 
nuniberm  order  to  feme  taxing)  hindred  nor,  but  unwittingly  Mered  ^r^^^'/^- 
themfelves  and  their  tabes  to  be  betr^ied  to  an  Irremediable  bwtcberv.       '''"V I  ^'  T 
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Tben  wjs  fulfilled  that  which  r^as  fpok^n  by  J^eremy  the  P rophet^ faying^  La^ 
trtentaihn  and  W3sping  andg-^at  m'urnmg ,  Rachel  weeping  for  her  chi'dicn  and 
wou'Jnot  be  comforted.  All  :he  fynonyjiia  s  of  fadneCe  v/cre  litde  eiioijgh  to 
eyprcHe  rhis  great  weeping  when  14000  mothers  in  one  day  faw  their 
pretty  bale?  poi.i-igfoitluheir  blood  into  that  bofom  v/hence  not  long 
before  they  had  fc^^d  niiik,  and  iufteadcf  thofe  pretty  fniile:  which  ufe 
to  enttrr..in  the  fancy  and  dear  affe<^ions  of  theT  mothers,  norhing  but 
affrightiny  fhrieks  and  then  ghaftly  looks',  the  mourning  was  great,  like 
the  mourning  in  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  and  there  was  no  Comforter  j  their  for- 
row  was  too  big  to  be  ciu'ed  till  it  fhould  lie  down  alone  and  reft  with  its 
own  wearinefe. 
^  .   But  the  malice  of  fferod  went  alfo  into  the  hill  countrey,  and  hear- 

^  ing  that  of  yo/3«  the  fonof  Zechary^  great  things  werefpoken,  by  which 

he  was  defgnedtoa  great  miniftery  about  this  young  Prince^  he  attemp- 
ted in  him  alfo  to  rcfcind  the  Prophecies,  and  fent  a  mel^euger  of  death  to- 
wards him  j  but  the  Mothers  care  had  been  early  with  him,  and^ent  him 
into  de%t  places,  where  he  continued  till  the  time  appointed  of  his  mani- 
feftation  unto  Ifrael  But  as  the  children  of  Bethlehem  died  in  the  place  of 
CHBIST,  fo  did  the  Father  of  the  Baptift  dye  for  his  childe.  For  Heiod 
•SicCtiryfoft     flew  ^^c/;^;^  betTV'een  the  temple  and  the  Altar,  ^  becaufe  he  refufed  to 
&  tetrui  V  ar-    betray  hisfonto  the  fury  of  that  rabid  bear  .•  Though  fome  perfons  very 
tyrepKc^^Aie^^j^jj^^j^^.2^Qj^gP^^.j..g  Pl^j.^  ^^  ^^^  Primitive  Church,  '''report  a  tradition, 
Cedrenu"^        that  a  place  being  feparated  in  the  Temple  for  Vkgms^Zechary  fullered  the 
»  Sic  aiunt  ori     Mother  of  our  Lord  to  abide  there  after  the  birth  of  her  holy  Son,  affirming 
gen  trad  jg     her  ftill  to  be  a  Virgin  *,  and  that  for  this  rcafon,  not  Herod,  but  the  fcribes 
incvang,  wacth.  ^^^  Phaiifces  did  kill  2ec-6<j?> 
Sf.  Ba(il.  hornl.  -^ 

itenumana  Chrifti generatione^    NylTen  innataliCh  ifxi.  Cyrill»  adv.  Anthropophorrr.has, 

J   f*    -  TenullUn  a  reports  that  the  blood  of  Zechary  had  fo  bcfmeared  the 

•ap"?.  ^^^^^'  ftonesof  the  pavement  which  was  the  altar  on  which  the  good  old  Prieft 
was  facrificed,  that  no  a<ft  or  indufiry  could  wafh  the  tind^ure  out ',  the  dye 
and  guilt  being  both  indeleblc  *,  as  if,  becaufe  GOD  did  intend  to  exaft  of 
that  nation  all  the  blood  of  righteous  perfons  from  Abel  to  Zechari.is  who 
wasthelaftof  the  Martyrs  of  the  fynagogue,  he  would  leave  a  chara^^er 
of  their  guilt  in  their  eyes  to  upbraid  their  irreligion,  cruelty  and  infidelity. 
But  the  firfl:  great  inftance  of  the  Divine  vengeance  for  thefe  executions 
was  upon  Herod  j  who  in  very  few  yeers  after,  was  fmitten  of  G  f  >  D  with 
fo  many  plagues  and  tortures,  thathimfelf  alone  feemed  like  an  hofpitall 
of  the  Incur abili :  For  he  was  tormented  with  a  foft  flow  fire,  like  that  of 
burning  iron  :  or  the  cinders  of  Yew,  in  his  body  j  in  his  bowels  with  in- 
tokrable  Colicks  and  ulcers,  in  his  naturall  parts  with  worms,  in  his  feet 
with  gout,  in  his  nerves  wij[h  convuKions,  difficulty  of  breathing ',  and 
out  of  divers  parts  of  his  body  iffuedout  fo  impure  and  ulcerous  a  ftream, 
that  the  loathfomnefie,  pain  and  indignation  made  him  once  to  fnatch  a 
knife  v/ithpurpofe  to  have  killed  himfelf,  but  that  he  was  prevented  by  a 
Nephew  of  his,  that  ftood  there  in  his  attendance. 

Bat  as  the  flefh  of  beafts  grows  callous  by  ftripes,  and  the  prefliires  ch 

'*  theyoak:  fo  did  the  heart  of  Herod,  by  the  loads  of  Divine  vengeance 

COD  began  bis  hell  here,  and  the  pains  of  hell  never  made  »iy  man 

lejft 
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lejje  impious*,  for  Hercd  perceiving  thar  lie  muft  now  die^firft  pucto^A«>a«  >5?  ^ 
death  his  fon  Antipater  under  pretence  that  he  would  have  poifoned  hinn  V  xoO  ^tth^^/jU 
and  that  the  hfr  fccne  of  his  lite  ntight  for  pureniallceand  evalred  fpighc  w«\«'^i7i^. 
out-do  all  th.e  reft,  bccaufe  he  believed  the  Jcwilh  nation  would  rejoyce  at 
his  death,  he  alfembled  all  die  nobles  of  the  people  and  put  them  in  prifon, 
giving  in  charge  to  his  fifter5<i/ome,  that  when  he  was  expiring  his  laft,  all 
the  nobility  fhould  be  flain,  that  his  death  might  be  lamented  with  a  per- 
feftand  univerfall  forrow. 

But  GOD  that  brings  to  nought  the  counfels  of  wicked  Princes  tur-  •• 

ncd  the  defigneagainft  the  inteiidrnent  of  Hered  •,  for  when  he  was  dead 
and  could  not  call  his  fifter  to  account  for  difobeying  his  moft  bloody  and 
unrighteous  commands,  fhe  releafed  all  the  imprifoned  and  defpairing 
Gentlemen,  and  made  the  4ay  of  her  Brothers  death  a  perfed  Jubilee,  a  day 
of  joy,  fuch  as  was  that  when  the  nation  was  delivered  from  the  violence  of 
HamAti  in  the  dayes  of  Piuim. 

And  all  this  while  GOD  had  provided  a  fanftuary  for  the  holy  Childe  ^* 

Jesus.  For  god  feeing  the  fecret  piirpofes  of  blood  which  Herod 
had,  km  his  Angel  yiho  appeared  to  Jofeph  inadream^  faying^  Arife  and  take  j^^xxh,  2.  15- 
the  young  childe  and  his  Mother  and  fly  into  Egypt,  and  be  thou  there  untill  I  bring 
thee  word,  for  Herodrf>illfeek.the  young  childe  t9  deflroy  him  j  then  he  arofe  ami 
took,  the  young  childe  and  his  Mother  by^  night  and  departed  int9  Egypt ;  And  they  t  ufcb.  de  de- 
made  their  tirft  abode  in  Herrmpolis  in  the  countrey  of  fhebais  whither  $  ^AthanaH  l^i. 
when  they  firft  arrived,  the  childe  JESUS  being  by  defigne  or  providence  de  incamat  ver- 
carried  into  a  Temple,  all  the  ftatues  of  the  Idol  gods  fell  down,  like  bi.  Paiiadias  in 
Dagon  at  the  prefence  of  the  Ark,  and  fuftered  their  timely  and  juft  dif-  viraS.  Apoiloa. 
folution  and  difhonour.  According  to  the  prophecy  of  Jfaiah :  Behold  the  V'^^'  ^^'  '• 
Lordjhall  come  into  Egypt  and  the  Idolls  of  Egypt  fball  be  moved  at  his  prefence. 
And  in  the  life  of  the  Prophet  /eremy,  written  by  Epiphanius  it  is  reported,  Dorothens  w 
**  that  he  told  the  Egyptian  Prielts  that  then  their  Idols  fliould  be  broken  in  iy"®P^- P*|J^* 
"  pieces,  when  a  holy  A^irgin  with  her  childe  fliould  enter  into  their  conn-  ^"  "v"*  ApoUoa. 
trey,  which  prophecy  poflibly  might  be  the  caufe  that  the  Egyptians  did, 
belide  their  vanities,  wcrfhip  alfo  an  infant  in  a  manger,  and  a  Virgin  ia 
her  bed. 

From  Hermofolis  to  Maturea  went  thefe  holy  Pilgrims  in  purfuance  of  j^^ 

their  fafety  and  provifions,  where  it  was  reported  they  dwelt  in  a  garden  of 
balfame,  rill  Jofeph  being  at  the  end  of  feven  yeers  (  as  it  is  commonly  be- 
Heved  )  afcertained  by  an  Angel  of  the  death  of  Herod  and  commanded 
to  return  to  the  land  of  Ifrael  he  rras  obedient  to  the  heavenly  vifton,  and  re- 
tiTned.  Bat  hearing  that  Archekus  did  reign  in  the  place  of  his  Father ,and 
knowing  that  cruelty  and  the  ambition  of  Herod  was  ha-reditary  or  intayl  d 
upon  Archelaus,  being  alfo  warned  to  turn  af  de  into  the  parts  of  Galilee^ 
which  was  of  a  diOinftjurifdic^ion  governed  indeed  by  one  of  Herodshns^ 
\m:  nothy  Archelaus,  thither  he  diverted,  and  there  that  holy  family  re- 
mained ill  the  city  of  }^a\ireth,  whence  the  holy  childe  had  the  appellative 
cf  a  NdT^jtrene. 


Ad. ,  Se£l.  6. 
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Conftderations  upon  the  death  of  the  Innocent Sy 

andthe  flight  of  holy  jESVSinto 

Egypt. 


.Erod  having  called  the  wife  men,  and  received  information  of 
their  defigne,  and  the  Circumftances  of  the  childe  pretended 
religion  too,  and  defired  them  to  bring  him  word,  when  they 
had  found  the  babe,  that  he  might  come  and  worlliip  him  f 
meaning  to  make  a  facrifice  of  him,  to  whom  he  fhould  pay 
his  adoration :  and  inftead  of  inverting  the  young  Prince  with  a  Royall  puf- 
ple  he  would  have  ftainedhis  fwadling  bands  with  his  blood.  It  is  ever 
dangerous  when  a  wicked  Prince  pretends  religion ,  his  dcf.gne  is  then 
fowleft  by  how  much  it  needs  to  put  on  a  fairer  outfide  :  but  it  was  an  early 
policy  in  the  world)  and  it  concerned  mens  intertfts  to  feem  religiou£,when 
they  thought  that  to  be  fo,  was  an  abatemen:  of  great  deiignes.  When  Je^ 
^(^ebel  designed  the  robbing  auddeftroyingi\/diot^,  flie  fent  to  the  Elders  to 
proclaim  a  faft  *,  for  the  cxternall  and  vifible  remonfirances  of  religion  leave 
in  the  fpirits  of  men  a  great  reputation  cf  the  feeming  perfon^and  therefors 
they  will  not  rufh  into  a  furious  fenrence  againft  his  aftions ,at  leaft  not  judge 
them  with  prejudice  againft  the  man  towards  whom  they  are  fo  fairly  pre^ 
p^red,  but  do  fome  violence  to  their  own  undcrftanding ,  and  either  dil^ 
believe  their  own  reafon,  or  e^cufe  the  fad,  or  think  it  but  an  errour,  or  a 
lefle  aime,  cr  the  incidencies  of  humanity,  or  however,  are  fo  long  in  de- 
creeing againft  him,  whom  they  think  to  be  religious,  that  the  rumour 
is  abated,  or  the  ftream  of  indignation  is  diverted  by  other  laborious  arts 
intervening  before  our  zeale  is  kindled,  and  fotheperfon  is  anjudgedor 
at  leaft  the  defigne  fecured. 

But  in  this  humane  policy  was  e-xceed'ingly  infatuated,  and  though 
IIerodha.d  truftcd  his  defigne  to  no  keeper  but  himfe^f,  and  had  pretended 
fair,  having  religion  for  the  v^ord^  and  called  the  wife  men  privately,  and 
intrufted  them  with  no  imployment  but  a  civill  requeft,  an  account  of  their 
fucceffe  of  the  journey,  which  they  had  no  reafon  or  deiire  to  conceal ',  yst 
his  heart  was  opened  to  the  eye  of  heaven,  and  the  fun  was  not  more  vifi- 
ble then  his  dark  purpofe  was  to  GOD  and  it  fucceeded. accordingly 5 
the  childe  was  fent  away,  the  wifemen  warned  not  to  return,  Herod 
was  mocked  and  enraged ',  and  fo  his  craft  became  foolifh  and  vain  *, 
and  fo  are  all  counfells  intended  againft  G  O  [D  ,  or  any  thing 
€)f  which  he  liinifelf  hath  undertaken  the  pcoteAion.  For  although  we 
undtrftand    not    the    reafons    of    fecvirity ,    becaufe    we   fee    not 

^  that 
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^at  admirable  eonccntring  of  infinirc  things  in  the  Divine  Providence, 
whereby  God  brings  his  piHpofcs  to  aft  bywayes  unlookt  for,  and  fome- 
times  contradiftory  j  yec  the  publike  and  ptrpetuall  experience  of  the 
vvojid  harh  i>iven  contniuall  demonflrarions,  that  all  evillcounfclls  hare 
come  to  nought,  that  the  fucceeding  of  an  Impious  defign  is  no  argument 
that  the  man  is  profperous  j  that  the  curfe  is  then  fureft,  when  his  fortune 
fpreads  the  largeft  j  that  the  contradiftion  and  impofllbilities  of  delive- 
rance to  pious  perfons  are  but  an  opportunity  and  engagement  for  GOD  to 
do  wonders,  and  to  glorifie  his  power  and  to  exalt  his  mercy  by  the  in- 
ftances  of  miraculous  or  extraordinary  events ;  and  as  the  afilidions  hap- 
pening to  good  men  are  alleviated  by  the  fupporc  of  Gods  good  Spirit, 
and  enduring  them  here  are  but  confignations  to  an  honourable  amends 
hereafter-,  fo  the  fucceeding  profperities  of  fortunate  impiety,  when  they 
meet  with  punifhment  in  phe  next  or  in  the  third  age,  or  in  the  deletion  of 
a  people  five  ages  after,  are  the  greatefV  arguments  of  Gods  providence,wh9 
keeps  wrath  in  ft  ore,  and  forgets  not  to  do  judgement  for  all  them  thit  are 
oppre^ed  nith  wrong  ;  It  was  laid  up  with  God,  and  was  perpetually  in  hi* 
eye,  being  the  matter  of  a  lafting  durable  and  unremitted  anger. 

But  God  had  care  of  the  holy  childe  j  he  fent  his  Angel  to  warn  Jofepb  ^, 

with  the  babe  and  his  Mother  to  flye  into  Eg)pt.    Jofeph  and  Mary  inltantly 
arifes,  and  without  enquiry  how  they  fhalUive  there,  or  when  they  fliall 
return,  or  how  be  fecur  d,  or  what  accommodations  they  fhall  have  in  th&ir 
Journey,  at  the  fame  houre  of  the  night  begin  the  pilgrimage  with  the 
cheerfulnelfe  of  obedience,  and  the  fecurities  of  faieh,  and  the  confidence 
of  hope,  and  die  joyes  of  love,  knowing  themfelves  to  be  recompenc'd  for 
all  the  trouble  they  could  endure,  that  they  were  inftruments  of  the  fafety 
of  the  holy  JESUS,  that  they  then  were  fcrving  God,  that  they  were  en-        *   ^^  *  . 
c'rcled  with  the  fecurities  of  the  divine  providence,and  in  thefedifpofitions      *?'     ,  '^'? 
all  places  were  alike  j  ioi-  eveiy  region  was  a  Paradife  where  they  were  in  '^'''"  ^'^'*^»  *" 
company  with  JESUS.    And  indeed  that  man  wants  many  degrees  of  J'^"^  f^''"^ 
fairh  and  prudence  who  is  follicitous  for  the  fupport  of  his  necefrities,when  *^''\'     *^*'* 
he  is  doing  the  commandment  of  God.    If  he  commands  thee  to  offer  a  ^^''(?« 
racritice,himfelfwill  provide  a  Lambe,  or  enable  thee  to  finde  one?  and 
he  would  remove  thee  into  a  ftate  of  reparation,  where  thy  body  needs  no 
fupplies  of  provifion,  if  he  meant  thou  fhouldft  ferve  him  without  pro- 
vilions ',  he  will  certainly^  take  away  thy  need,  orfatifieit,  he  will  feed 
theehimfelf  as  he  did  the  Ifraelitts,  or  take  away  thy  hunger  as  he  did  to  Heb.  13.  $j^» 
M^fes^cT  f<rnd  ravens  to  feed  thee  as  he  did  to  Elus^or  make  charitable  peo- 
ple minifter  to  thee  as  the  widdow  to  Elijha^  or  give  thee  his  own  portion 
as  he  maintained  the  Levites,  cr  make  thine  enemies  to  piety  thee  as  the 
Afiyrians  did  the  caprive  Jewes ",    For  whadbevtr  the  world  liath,  and 
wliatfoever  can  be  conveyed  by  wonder,  cr  by  piovidence,  all  that  is  thy 
fccuriry  for  pr^vifions,  fo  long  as  thou  doeft  the  work  of  God  *,  and  re- 
member that  the  alTuj-ance  of  blelTmg,  and  health,  and  falvation  is  not 
made  by  doing  what  we  liO-,  or  being  where  we  deiire,  but  by  doing 
Gods  will ,  and  being  in  the  place  of  his  appointment  ',  we  m.ay  be 
fafe  in  Egypt,  if  we   be   diere  in   obedience  to  God,  and  wee  may 
per>ili  an.ong  the  babes  of  Bethlehem  ,   if  we  be  there  by  our  owne 
cle^'tion. 
J'fq^h  and  .v/^:>  did  n©:  argue  againft  the  Aiigels  nieBagcjbcauie  they  had 
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a  confidence  of  their  charge,  who  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth  could  have 
deftroyed  Herod^  though  he  had  been  abetted  with  all  the  legions  march- 
ing under  the  Ron.an  Eagles »  but  they,  like  the  two  Cherubims  about 
the  propitiatory,  took  the  childe  between  them,  and  fled,  giving  way  to 
theiury  of  perfecution,  which  poOibly  when  the  mater ialls  are  withdrawn 
might  expire,  and  dye  like  fire,  which  elfe  would  rage  for  ever.    ]  E  S  U  S 
fled,  undertook  a  fad  journey,!  n  which  the/oughneiTc  of  the  wayes,his  own 
tenderneife,  the  yourh  of  his  Mother,  the  old  age  of  his  fuppofed  Father, 
the  fniallnelfe  of  their  viaticuin  and  acconiniodation  for  their  voyage, 
the  no  kindred  they  were  to  go  to ,  hopelefe  of  comforts  and  exteriour 
fupplies  were  fo  many  circumfrances  of  poverty,  andlefier  ftrokes  of  the 
perfecution*,  things  that  himfelf  did  choofe  to  remonftrate  the  verity  of 
his  nature,  the  infirmity  of  his  perfon,  the  humility  of  his  fpirit,  the  aufte- 
rity  of  his  undertaking,  the  burden  of  his  charge,  and  by  which  he  did 
teach  us  the  fame  vertues  he  then  eyprelfed,  and  alfo  confign'd  this  per- 
mifTion  to  all  his  Difciples  in  future  ages,  that  they  alfo  may  flye  from 
their  perfecutors,  when  the  cafe  is  fo,  that  their  work  is  not  done ;  that  is, 
they  may  glorifie  God  with  their  lives  more  then  with  their  death  y  and 
of  ehis  they  are  afcertained  by  the  arguments  of  prudent  account  *,  for 
fometimes  we  are  called  to  glorifie  God  by  dying,  and  the  intereft:  of  the 
Church,  and  the  faith  of  many  may  be  concerned  in  if,    then  we  muft 
'Av»p  Iftvytm    abide  by  it.  Inother  cafes  it  is  true  that  Demojibenes  faid  in  Apology  for 
li  7rd.\n  «a-    ^^^  *^^"  efcaping  from  a  loft  field,  A  mm  that  runs  AVfay  md.j  fight  again.  And 
^.^^^r^  S.  Paul  made  ufe  of  a  guaid  of  Souldiers  to  refcue  him  from  the  treach- 

je»«^.  ery  of  the  Jewifh  Rulers,  and  of  a  basket  to  efcape  fi'om  the  I»q.uilltion  of 

rhe  Governour  of  Daimfcus  ',  and  the  Primitive  Ch'.  iftians,of  Grotrs  and 
fubterraneous  retirements,  and  S.  Athanafms  of  a  faire  Ladies  houfe,  and 
others  of  deferts  and  graves,  as  knowing  it  was  no  fhaaie  to  tiye,when  their 
Mafter  himfelf  had  fled,  that  his  timeand  his  work  might  be  fulfilled,  and 
when  it  was,  he  then  laid  his  life  down. 
^.  It  is  hard  to  fet  dovvn  particular  rules  that  may  Indefinitely  guide  all 

perfons  in  the  ftating  of  their  own  cafe  *,  becaufeall  things  that  depend 
upon  circumftances-are  alterable  unto  infinite.  But  as  GODS  glory  and 
the  good  of  the  Church  are  the  great  confiderations  to  be  carried  before 
us  all  the  way,  and  in  pi'oporcions  to  them  we  are  to  determine  and  judge 
our  Queftions :  fo  alfo  our  infirmities  are  allowable  in  the  fcrimny  *,  fori 
doubt  not  but  GOD  inten/led  it  a  mercy  and  a  complyance  with  humane 
weaknelfe,  when  he  gave  us  this  permiiTion,  as  well  as  it  was  a  defigne  to 
fecure  the  opportunities  of  his  fervice,  and  die  confummation  of  his  owne 
work  by  us.  And  fince  our  feares  and  the  incommodities  of  flight,  and  the 
fodneflc  of  exile,  a!Hd  the  infecurities  and  inconvenienciesof  a  ftrange  and 
new  abode  are  part  of  the  perfecution',  provided  that  God?^lorybe  not 
certainly  and  apparently  Hcgle<^ed,  nor  the  Church  evidently  fcandalized 
by  our  flight,  all  interpre  rations  of  the  qweftion  in  favour  of  our  felves,  and 
the  declenfion  of  that  part  which  may  tempt  us  to  apoftacie,  cr  hazai'd 
our  confidence,  and  the  choofing  the  lefler  part  of  the  perfecution  is  not 
againft  the  rule  of  faith,  and  alwayes  hatk  in  it  lelTe  glory,  but  oftentimes 
more  fecurity. 
£,.  But  thus  far  Herods  ambi  tion  tranfported  hin)  even  to  refolutions  of  mur- 

,     derof  the  higheft  perfon,  themoft  glorious  and  the  moft  innocent  upon 

earth  j 
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Earth  \  and  it  reprcfenrs  that  pafl^ion  to  be  the  rr.oft  troublefonie siid  rc^^- 
ticus  thing  that:  cai^affiid  ditfoiiiscf  n^en.  Verne  harh  not  half  fo  much 
trouble  in  ir,i:  Ikeps  quietly  \^  ithocc  flartin^s  and  ajirighting  fancies  it  looks 
cheerfi'.ily,  fmilts  with  much  ftrenity,and  though  it  laughs  net  often,yet  it 
is  ever  delightfull  in  the  appithcnfions  of  feme  faculty :  it  fears  no  man,nor 
nothing,  nor  is  it  difconipofed  j  and  hath  no  concernments  in  the  great  a!- 
teracioHS  of  the  World ',  and  entertains  death  like  a  Friend ,  and  reckons 
the  iOues  of  it,  as  the  greateft  of  its  hopes ,  but  atribimn  is  full  of  diftraai- 
OHS,  it  teems  with  ftratagems,  as  Rebecca  with  firngling  twinnes,  andii 
fwf  lied  with  expe<Sation  as  with  a  tympany,  and  lleepes  fometimes  «$ 
thewindei»aftorme,  ftill  aud  quiet  for  a  minute,  that  it  may  burftout 
into  an  impetuous  blaft  till  the  chordage  of  hisheartftrings  crack  jfeares 
when  none  is  nigh,  and  prevents  things  which  never  had  intention,  and 
falls  under  the  inevitability  of  fuch  accidents,  which  either  could  nor  be 
forefeen  or  not  prevented  :  it  is  an  infinite  labom"  to  make  a  Mans  felf 
HHferable,  and  the  utmoft  acquift  is  fo  goodly  a  purchafe,  that  he  makes  his 
dayesfullof  forrow  to  enjoy  the  troubles  of  a  three  yeers  reign  j  for  Herod 
lived  but  three  yeeresor  five  at  the  moft  after  the  flight  of  JESUS  into 
Egypt.  And  therefore  there  is  no  greater  unreafonablenefie  in  the  woild 
then  in  the  defignes  of  ambition ',  for  it  makes  the  prefent  certainly  mifcr- 
able,  unfatisfted,  troublefom  and  difconcent  *,  for  the  uncertain  acquift  of  an 
honour,  which  nothing  can  fecure  j  and  befides  a  thoufand  pofTibilities  of 
niifcarrying,  it  relyes  upon  no  greater  certainty  then  our  life,  and  when 
we  are  dead  all  the  world  fees  who  was  the  fool.  But  it  is  a  ftrange  caitive- 
nefie  and  bafenelTc  of  difpofition  of  men  fo  furioufly  and  uniatiably  to  run 
after  perifliing  and  uncertain  interefts  in  defiance  of  all  the  reafon  and  re- 
ligion of  the  world,  and  yet  tPO  have  no  appetite  to  fuch  excellencies  which 
iatisfie  reafon  and  content  the  fpirit,and  create  great  hopes  and  ennoble  our 
expe<^ation ,  and  are  advantages  to  comnmnities  of  men  and  pttblike  foci- 
eties,and  which  all  wife  men  teach  and  all  religion  commands. 

And  it  is  not  amitfe  to  obferve  how  Herod  vexed  himfelfe  extremely  up-  7  • 

on  a  miftake ', .  the  childe  lESUS  was  born  a  King,  but  it  was  a  King  of  all  ?,^SrcZt*i^  ' 
the  world  not  confined  within  the  limits  of  a  province,  like  the  weaker  ^f^Moeaip. 
beauties  of  a  torch  to  fhine  in  one  room,  but  like  the  fun,  his  Empire  was    ^ 
over  all  the  world  \  and  if  Herod  would  have  become  but  his  tributary  and 
paid  liim  the  acknowledgments  of  his  Lord  he  fliould  have  had  better  con- 
ditions tlien  under  C&fir^  and  yet  have  been  as  abfolute  in  his  own  Jewry 
as  he  was  before ',  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  World,  and  he  that  gives  woftis  HfrodMimptf 
heavenly  kingdoms  to  all  his  fervants  would  not  have  ftooped  to  have  taken  timeiV"  vtmrequ 
up  Herods  perry  Coronet ,  but  as  it  is  a  very  vanity  which  ambition  feeks,  fo  Q°",^,gl'a7/t'(S'?S 
it  is  a  fhadow  that  difturbs  and  difcompofcs  al  its  motions  and  apprehenfions.  Qui  fcepua  duro  («- 

Andthefaflie  mif^ake  caufed  calamities  to  defcend  upon  the  Church:  TimS^Smtw 
for  fome  of  the  perfecurions  commenced  upon  pretence  Chriftianity  was  an  '-f  ^"thoiemccdit. 
Enemy  togoverment :  But  the  pretence  was  innnitely  unreaionable ,  and  g, 

therefore  had  the  face  of  fenfelefle  allegations,  it  difbanded  prefently  5  for 
no  externall  accident  did  fo  incorporate  the  excellence  of  CHRISTS  reli- 
gion into  the  hearts  of  men,  as  the  innocence  of  the  men,  their  incfienfive 
deportment,  the  modefty  of  their  dcligncs ,  their  great  humility  and 
obedience  ,  a  life  exprefly  in  enmity  and  conttftation againfi  fecular  am- 
bition j  and  it  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  mingling  humane  interefts  with 
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religion  will  deface  the  image  CHRIST  hath  ftamped  upon  it ',  certain  "* 

It  is,  the  nicttall  is  much  abated  by  (o  impure  allay,  while  the  Chriftian 

Prince  fcrves  his  end  of  ambition  and  bears  arms  upon  his  neighbours 

countrey  for  the  fervice  of  religion,   making  C  H  R  I  S  T  S  kingdom  to 

invade //er^^j  rights :  and  in  the  itate  Ecciefiaftlcall  fecular  intereftshave 

> .  ^^^  Trpmi-  ^^  ^eep  aportion,that  there  are  fnaies  laid  to  tempt  a  perfecution,and  men 

^•''''  «*  X5?w-  '  ^^^  "^vited  to  Sacriledge  while  the  revenues  of  a  Church  sre  a  fair  fcrcune 

f^ivm  rs  vt/T^    |.^^.  ^  Pj-j^^.^  .^  J  j^g^^  ^^  fcruple  to  finde  fault  with  Painters  that  pi(^ure 

htiuy-ntx^m    i.  the  pool' faints  with  rich  garments  •,  for  though  they  defervcd  better,  yet 

^'^r^'^  tr  ^^^y  ^'^^  ^"^  P^°^  ^"^^  •  ^"^  ^°'"^  ^^^^^  ^^^'^  tempted  to  cheat  the  Saint, 
^  V*!*  ^  not  out  of  ill  will  to  his  Sanftity,  but  love  to  his  flirine,  and  to  the  Beauty 
<^foy»AC5t/oc  ypo^-  Qf  j.|^^  clothes,  with  which  fome  imprudent  perfons  have  of  old  time  drel- 
a^m'  Jhe^  }<  fed  their  images;  fo  it  is  in  the  fate  of  the  Church,  perfecution,and  the 
^  f  "'''''f  ^^  robes  of  C  H  R  I  S  T  were  her  portion,  and  her  clothing,  and  when  llie  is 
^^o»rt%  TTOj)©-  ^  drelfed  up  iagawdy  fortunes  it  is  no  more  then  (he  deferves,  hut  yet  fome- 
Tfo^ji*^  K)  «»a(^,-  jjmei  it  is  occalion  that  the  Devil  cheats  her  of  her  holineffe,  and  the  men 
{W?«  "f*'^^*';  of  the  world  facrilegiouHy  cheat  her  of  her  riches :  and  then  when  GOD 
Xe:«j<'<- TD 'j  "- hath  reduced  her  to  that  poverty  he  tlrft  promifed  and  intended  to  her, 
aew  <ppomMst<^'  the  perfecution  ceafes,  and  fanftity  retarns,  and  GOD  curfes  thefacri- 
^^^'/'w^^J^^Hedge,  and  ftirs  up  mens  mindes  to  religious  Donatives;  and  all  is  well 
aiwtirflH  ©£«.  till  fhe  growes  rich  again.  And  if  it  be  dangerous  in  any  man  to  be  rich, 
Ifieroch  and  difcompofes  his  fteps  in  his  journey  to  Eternity,  it  is  not  then  fo  pro- 

portionable to  the  analogy  of  C  H  R  I  S  T  S  Poverty,  and  the  inherit- 
ance of  the  Church  to  be  fedulous  in  acquiring  great  teniporalties,  and  put- 
ting Princes  in  jealoufie  and  Itates  into  care  for  fecurities,  left  all  the 
Temporal!  fliould  run  into  Eccleiiafticall  pcflefTion. 
^  If  the  Church  have  by  the  a^ive  piety  of  a  credulous ,  a  pious  and  leHe 

Gbfervant  age  been  endowed  with  great  pofiefTions ,  flie  hath  rules  enough, 
and  poor  enough,  and  neceflities  enough  to  difpend  what  (he  hath,  with  ad- 
vantages to  religion ;  hut  then  all  flie  gets  by  it  is  tlie  trouble  of  an  unthank- 
ful!, a  fufped^ed  and  unfatisfying  diipenfation  •,  and  the  Church  is  made 
by  evil  perfons  a  Scene  of  ambition  and  flratagem,  and  to  get  a  Germane 
Bifhoprick  is  to  be  a  Prince,  and  to  defend  with  nicenelfe  and  fuics  of 
Vide  qusd'jtit    Law  every  cuftom  or  lelTer  rite  even  to  the  breach  of  charity,  and  the 
Atr.ianus  M.ircel  fcandall  of  religion  is  called  a  duty  i  and  every  tingle  perfon  is  bound  to 
lib.»7.&*^pi't?"  forgive  injuries,  and  to  quit  his  right  rather  then  his  Charity,  but  if  it  is 
m^  L4^"p^?2.  not  a  duty  in  the  Church  alfo,  in  them  whofe  Kfe  flioald  be  excellent  to 
^^.^iXScX  /the  degree  of  example.  I  would  fain  know,  if  there  be  not  greater  care 
ep  50.1.7  indift  taken  to  fecure  the  EccleHaftical!  revenue,  then  the  publike  chai ity  and  the 
J  .ei».^Q.  &  con-  honour  of  religion  in  the  ftrid  piety  of  the  Clergy  :  for  as  the  not  ingaging 
**u6^^"r1a™e,'t  ^"  ^"^^^  "^^y  occalion  bold  people  to  wrong  the  Church,  fo  the  neceflity  of 
Caleftinus  Papa,  ^"g^ging  is  OGcaiion  of  loofing  charity  and  of  great  fcandall.  I  finde  not  fault 
ne  fomoinm  ty-  with  a  free  revennue  of  the  Church  ',  it  is  in  fdme  fence  neceflary  toGo- 
phum  fasculi  in    va-uours,  and  to  prefetve  the  Confequents  of  their  authority;  butlre^ 
rccWiaTjquxln  pi-^fenr  tliat  fuch  things  are  cccafion  of  much  nnfchief  to  the  Church,-  and 
&  "feuTHwcfr'  ^^^^  holineffe,  and  in  all  cafes,  rcfpeft  Ihould  be  had  to  the  defign  of  Chrift- 
f  icm,  Deum  vi-  i^nity  ,  to  the  Propliecies  of  jESUS,  to  the  promifed  lot  of  the  Chur<:h, 
dtre  cupientibus  to  the  dangers  of  ric!ies,to  the  excellencies  and  advantages,  and  rewards  of 
p-«feiT,vidcamur  poverty ;  and  if  the  Church  have  enough  to  perform  all  her  dudes  and  ob- 
la^iucsre.  hgationseheerfuriy,  let  her  of  all  focjecies  be  fooneft  egntent.  If  fhe  have 
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plenty  let  her  nk  it  temperately  and  charitably,  if  flie  have  not, let  her  not 
be  querulous  and  troublefome  ;  bur  however,  ic  would  be  thought  upon, 
that  though  in  judging  the  ^mntum  cf  the  Churches  pcrcion  the  World 
thinks  every  thing  too  nuich  '-,  yet  we  niuft  be  careful  we  do  not  judge  every 
thing  too  little ',  and  if  Ci  :r  ♦"oiiunc  be  fafe  between  envy  and  contempt,  ic 
is  much  mercy.  If  ic  he  ceipicaLie,  it  is  fafe  for  Ecclef  afticks,  though  it  may 
be  accidentally  inconvenient,  or  lelfe  profitable  to  others*,  but  if  it  be  great, 
publick  experience  hath  made  remonfirance ,  that  it  mingles  with  the 
World,and  durties  thofe  fingers  which  are  iRllrumentarmconfecration,and 
the  more  folemn  rites  cf  ChriSlianity. 

J  ESUS  lied  from  the  perfecution  -,  as  he  did  not  ftand  it  out,  fo  he  did  .  ^  ®* 
notftand  outagainft  if,  he  was  careful  to  tranfmic  no  precedent,  or  en- 
couragement of  lefifting  tyrannous  Princes,  when  they  offer  violence  to 
Religion,  and  our  lives :  he  would  notfiand  difpnring  for  priviledges,  nor 
calling  in  Auxiliaries  from  the  LORD  of  Hofts,  who  could  have  fpared  him 
many  Legions  of  Angels,  every  fingle  fpirit  being  able  to  have  defeated  all 
Herods  power  i  but  he  knew  it  was  a  hard  leffon  to  learn  patience,and  all  the 
excufes  in  the  World  would  be  fought  out  to  difcourage  fuch  a  Dodrine  by 
which  we  are  taught  to  dye,  or  lofe  all  we  have ,  or  furter  inconveniencies 
at  the  will  of  a  Tyrant*,  we  need  no  authentick  examples  ,  much  lelfe  Do- 
(Srines  to  invite  Men  to  war,  from  which  we  fee  Chriftian  Princes  cannot  be 
reflrained  with  the  engagements  and  peaceful  Theoremes  of  an  excellent 
and  a  holy  Religion  ,  nor  Subied;s  kept  from  rebclUng  by  the  interefts  of 
all  Religions  in  the  World,nor  by  the  neceffities  and  reafonablenefs  of  obe- 
dience, nor  the  indeerments  of  ail  publick  Societies  of  Men  i  one  word,  or 
an  intimation  from  CHRIST  would  have  founded  an  alarm,  and  put  us  into 
pofturcs  of  defence,  when  all  CHRISTS  excellent  Sermons,and  rare  exem- 
plar adions  cannot  tye  our  hands.  But  it  is  ftrange  now,  that  of  all  Men  in 
the  World  Chrifiians  fhould  be  fuch  fighting  people,  or  that  Chriftian  Sub- 
je<^s  fhould  lift  up  a  thought  again  ft:  a  Chriftian  Prince',  when  they  had 
no  inrimation  cf  encouragement  fiom  their  Mafter,  but  many  from  him  to 
endccr  obedience  and  humility^  and  patience^  and  charity j  and  thefe  four 
make  up  the  whole  analogy,  and  reprefent  the  chief  defigne  and  meaning 
of  Chriftianity  in  its  moral  conftitution. 

But  ]  E  S  il  S ,  when  himfelf  was  {jSt  could  alfohave  fecured  the  poor 
Babes  of  Bethlehem^  with  thoufands  of  diverfions  and  avocations  of  Herods  ^  ^* 

purpofes,  or  by  difcovering  his  own  efcape  in  fome  fafe  manner  not  un- 
known to  the  Divine  Wifdonr,  butyet  it  did  not  fo  pleafe  GOD.  He  is  Lord  55  y"**^*/*^' 
cf  his  Creatures,  and  hath  abfolute  dominion  over  our  lives,  and  he  had  an  pu^ani  idtnea 
end  cf  glory  to  fcrve  upon  thefe  Babes ,  and  an  end  of  juftice  upon  Herod ',  extitic  ad  c  ro- 
and  to  the  children  he  made  fnch  cortipenfation ,  that  they  had  no  r^afon  na  n  i  &  uc  ap- 
to  complain  that  they  were  fofoon  made  ft ai'S,  when  they  fliined  in  their  P^reret  inno- 
litrle  Orbs  and  participations  cf  Eternity  •-,  for  fo  the  fenfe  of  the  Church  prol^rChJi*- 
hath  been ,  that  they  having  died  the  death  of  Martyrs,  though  incapable  k imnecamur, 
of  making  the  choice,  GOD  fupplyed  the  effeds  of  their  will,  by  his  own  infantia  inno. 
entertainnient  cf  the  thing  j  that  as  the  niifery  and  their  death,  fo  alfo  their  ^ens  occUaeft. 
glorification  might  have  the  fame  Authour  in  the  fame  manner  of  caufa-  ^-Cyprun, 
lityi  even  by  a  peremptory  and  unconditioned  determination  in  thefe 
particulars.    This  fenfe  is  pious  and  nothing  unreafonable,  confidering 
phat  all  ciicumftancts  cf  clie  thing  make  the  cafe  particular  j  but  the 
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ininiamre  death  of  other  infants  is  a  fadder  ftory ',  for  though  I  have  no  war- 
rant or  thought  that  it  n  ill  with  thtni  after  death  •,  and  la  wh4it  manner  or 
degree  of  well-being  it  is,  there  is  no  revelation  *,  yet  I  am  not  of  cp  inioH, 
that  the  fecuring  of  lo  low  a  condition  as  theirs  in  all  reafon  is  like  to  be, 
will  make  recompence,  oi'  is  an  equal  blefling  with  the  poiTibilities  of  fuch 
an  eternity,  as  is  proposed  to  them  who  in  the  ufe  of  reafon  and  a  holy  life 
gloritie  GOD  with  a  free  obedience  *>  and  if  it  were  orherwife ,  it  were  no 
bletTiUg  to  live  till  the  ufe  of  reafon  j  and  Fools  and  Babes  were  in  the  befi", 
becaufe  in  thefecureft  condition,  and  certain  eype<ftation  of  equal  glories. 
1 2.  As  foon  as  Herod  was  dead  (fcr  the  Divine  Vengeance  waited  his  o>vn 

time  for  his  arrcft)  the  Angel  prefently  hrought  yofeph  word  j  the  holy  Fa- 
mily was  full  of  content  and  indifferency,  not- felicitous  for  return,  nor  dif- 
truiiful  of  the  Divine  Providence,  full  of  poverty  and  fanftity,  and  content, 
waiting  GODS  time,  at  the  return  of  which  GOD  delai'd  uct  to  recall 
th^m  from  exile ;  out  of  Egypt  he  called  his  Son  and  direded  Jofephs  fear  and 
difcourfe  that  he  fhould  divert  to  a  place  in  the  juriididion  of  PhUtp^  where, 
the  Heir  of  Herods  cruelty,  ArcheUus^  had  nothing  to  do ',  and  this  very 
Series  of  providence  and  care  GOD  exprefies  to  all  his  Tons  by  adoption  y 
and  will  determine  the  time  and  fet  bounds  to  every  Perfecution,  and  pu- 
nifh  the  inftruments,  and  eafe  our  pains,  and  refrefii  our  forrows,  and  give 
quietnelfe  to  our  fears,  and  deliverance  from  our  troubles,  and  fandifie  ic 
all,  and  give  a  Crown  at  laft,  and  all  in  his  good  time,  if  we  wait  the  co- 
ming of  the  Angel,  and  in  the  mean  time  do  our  dut}^  with  care,  and  fuftain 
our  temporals  with  indift'crency ',  and  in  all  our  troubles  and  difpleafing 
accidents  we  may  call  to  minde ,  that  GOD  by  his  holy  and  moft  reafona- 
bJe  PPovidence  hath  fo  ordered  it  •,  that  the  fplritual  advantages  we  may 
receive  from  the  holy  ufe  of  fuch  incommodities,  are  of  great  recompence 
and  intereft,  and  that  in  fuch  accidents  the  holy  JESUS  having  gone  be- 
fore us  in  precedent,  does  go  along  with  us  by  love  and  imitation,  and  that 
makes  the  prefent  condition  infinitely  more  eligible ,  then  the  greateft 
^lendour  of  fecular  fortune. 


The  Prayer. 

OBleffed  and  eternal  GOD,  rrho  didftfuffer  thy  holy  Son  to  f ye  from  the  vio- 
lence of  an  enraged  Prince,  and  duifl  choofe  to  defend  him  \n  the  wayes  of  his 
rnfrmity  by  hiding  himfelf,  and  a  voluntary  exile  ■,  be  thou  a  defence  to  all  thy 
faithful  people,  when  ever  perfecution  arifes  againft  them^  f^nd  them  thewiniftery 
of  Angels  to  dire^  them  into  wayes  of fecurity,  and  let  thy  holy  Spirit  guide  them 
in  the  paths  offantlny  j  and  let  thy  providence  continue  in  cuftody  over  their  per^ 
fins  till  the  times  ofrefrejhrnent,  4nd  the  day  of  redemption  fl)all  return :  Give  0 
LORD  to  thy  whole  Church  f anility  and  \eal,  and  the  confidences  ^f  a  holy 
faith,  boldnejfe  of  confejjion,  humility,  content,  and  refignation  offpirit^  gene- 
rous contempt  of  the  World,  and  unmingled  de fires  of  thy  glory ,  and  the  edificati- 
tn  9fth)  Ele^,  that  m  fecular  inter efls  diflurb  her  duty,  or  difcon^ofe  her  chari^ 
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ity,  or  depi'ejfe  her  hopes  ^  or  in  any  unequal  de^rte  pofFefe  her  a^eSrhns  and poL 
lute  her  fi  hit  J  but  prejene  herfrem  thefnares  of  the  Worlds  and  the  Devil^from 
the  rapine  and  greedy  defiresofftmle^iousperforj^  and  in  all  conditions  whether 
ofaffiuence  dr  veantjhe  may  ftil/ promote  the  inter  efts  of  Religion :  that  v^henplen^ 
teoupefe  is  within  her  palaces^  and  peace  in  her  walls^  that  condition  may  then 
be  htitfor  her  *,  and  when  fie  is  made  as  naked  as  JESVS  to  hispajfion^  then 
poverty  may  be  befl  for  her,  that  in  all  eftatesjhe  may  glorife  thee^  and  in  all  ac- 
cidents and  changes  thru  imyeft  fanHife  and  hleffe  her  ^  and  at  laft  bring  her  fo 
the  eternal  riches  and  abundances  of  glory ,  where  no  perfecution  fljall  difturb  her 
reft.  Grant  this  for  fweet  jESVSfake .,  who  fufered  exile  and  hard  journey f 
and  all  the  inconvemenciesofafriendlejfeperfon,  in  a  ft  range  Province',  to  whom 
with  thee  and  the  eternal  Spirit  be  glory  for  ever ,  and  bleffmg  in  all  generations 
of  the  World  and  for  ever  and  ever.   Amen. 

Sed.  7. 

Of  the  yeunger  yeers  of  JESZ)S ,  and  his 

dijpPitation  with  the  Dodlorf  in 

the  Temple. 


Roru  the  return  of  this  holy  Fannily  to  Jndta.^  and  their  habitati- 
^^  on  in  Na^^areth^  till  the  blefied  childe  jESUS  was  twelve  yeers 
•f^-  of  age,  we  have  nothing  tranfmitted  to  us  out  of  any  authen- 
t^^  tick  R  ecord ;  but  that  they  went  to  Jerufcdem  every  yeer  at  the 
Feaft  of  the  PalTeover.  And  when  JESUS  was  twelve  yeers 
old,  and  was  in  the  Holy  City  attending  upon  the  Pafchal  Rites,  and  fo- 
leninSacririces  of  the  Law,  his  Parents  having  fulfill  d  their  dayes  cf  fc- 
flivity,  went  homeward,  fuppofing  the  Childe  had  been  in  the  Caravan  a- 
Hiong  his  friends,  and  fo  they  erred  for  the  fpace  of  a  whole  dayes  journeys 
and  when  they  fought  him  and  found  him  not,  they  returned  to  Jerufalem 
full  of  fears  and  forrow. 

No  fancy  can  imagine  the  doubts,  the  apprehenCons,  the  poflibilities  of 
mifch'tf,  and  the  treniblings  of  heart  which  the  holy  Virgin  Mother  felt 
thronging  about  her  fancy  and  underftanding  *,  but  fuch  a  perfon  who  hath 
been  tempted  to  the  danger  of  a  violent  fear  and  tranfpcrratioo,  by  appre- 
beniion  uf  the  lolTe  of  a  hope  greater  then  a  Miracle  ^  her  difccurfes  with 
her  {<^\^  could  have  nothing  of  diftrufr,  but  much  of  fadnefle  and  wondcr> 
and  the  indcttrminationof  her  thoughts  was  a  trouble,  great  as  the  paffion 
of  htT  love  '->  poflibly  an  Angel  might  have  carried  hirr.  fhe  knew  not  whi- 
ther •,  nr  it  may  be  the  fon  o^Nerod  had  gotten  the  prey ,  which  his  cruel 
Father  mifs  d  j  cr  he  was  fck,  or  detained  out  of  curiolity  and  wonder ,  or 
any  thing  but  what  was  right ,  and  by  thifS  time  fhe  was  come  to  Jerufakm^ 

and 
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and  having  fpent  three  dayes  in  her  fad  and  holy  purfuic  of  her  loft  jewel 
defpairing  of  the  profperous  event  of  any  humane  diligence,  as  in  all  other 
eafes  flic  had  accuftonied,  flie  made  her  addrelJe  to  GOD,  and  entring  into 
the  Temple  to  pray ',  GOD,  that  knew  her  def  res,  prevented  her  with  the 
blefTings  of  goodnelfe,  and  there  her  forrow  was  changed  into  joy  and  won- 
der j  for  there  fhe  found  her  holy  Son  fitting  in  the  midfl  of  the  Voliors  both 
hearing  them  and  asking  them^eftions, 
?•  And  when  theyfiw  hiin  they  were  amaz^ed^  and  fo  were  all  thit  heard  hhn^  at 

his  mderfianding  and  avfiacers  *,  beyond  his  education,beyond  his  eyperience, 
beyond  his  yeers ,  and  even  beyond  the  common  fpirits  of  the  beft  Men, 
difcourfing  up  to  tlie  height  of  a  Prophet,  with  the  cleernelfe  of  an  Angel, 
and  the  infallibility  of  infpiration  j  for  here  itwas  verified  in  the  higheft 
and  Hioft  literal  figmfication,  that  out  ofthemtuthes  of  babes  GOD  had  ordain- 
ed fir  ength  ',  but  this  was  the  flrength  ofarguraent,and  fciencc  of  the  higheft 
rayfteries  of  Religion  and  fecret  Philofophy. 
4,  Glad  were  the  Parents  of  the  Childe  to  tinde  him  illuftrated  with  a  mira- 

cle? concerning  v/hich  when  he  had  gives  them  fuch  an  account,  wbich 
tbey  underfiood  not ,  but  yet  ^^^77  laid  up  in  her  heart ,  as  that  this  was 
part  of  his  imployment  and  bis  Fathers  bufineje ,  he  returned  with  them  to 
Narareth^  and  was  fkb]e^  to  his  Parents  *,  where  he  Hved  in  all  holinelie 
and  humility,  fhewing  great  fignes  of  wifdom,  indeering  himfelf  to  all  that 
beheld  his  converfation ,  did  nothing  lelfe  then  might  become  the  great 
cxpe<J^ation  which  his  miraculous  birth  had  created  of  him  j  for  he  increafed 
in  wifdom  andflature^  and  favour  with  GOD  and  Man^  ftill  growing  in  propor- 
tion to  his  great  beginnings  to  a  miraculous  excellency  of  grace,  fweetnefle 
of  demeanour,  and  excellency  of  underftanding. 
$.  They  that  love  to  ferve  GOD  in  hard  queftions  >  ufe  to  difpute  whether 

CHRIST  did  truly,  or  in  appearance  onely  increafc  in  wifdom.  For  being 
perfonally  united  to  the  Word,  and  being  the  eternal  wifdom  of  the  Father, 
kfeem'd  to  them ,  that  a  plenitude  of  wiCdom  was  as  natural  to  the  whole 
-Perfon,  as  to  the  Divine  Nature.  But  others,  fixing  their  behef  upon  the 
words  of  the  ftory  which  equally  affirms  CHR  1ST  ,  as  properly  to  feave  in- 
creafed in  favour  with  GOD,  as  with  Man,  in  wifdom,  as  in  ftarure ,  they 
apprehend  no  inconvenience  in  afllrming  it  to  belong  to  the  verity  of  Hu- 
mane Nature  to  have  degrees  of  underftanding  as  well  as  of  other  perfe<^i- 
ons  :  and  although  the  humanity  of  CHRIST  made  up  tlie  fame  perfon 
with  the  Divinity ,  yet  they  think  the  Divinity  ftill  to  be  free,  even  in 
thoTc  communications  which  were  imparted  to  his  inferiour  Nature,  and 
the  Godhead  might  as  well  fufpend  the  emanation  of  all  the  treafures  of 
Wifdom  upon  the  Humanity  for  a  time,  as  he  did  the  Beatifical  Vifion, 
which  moft  certainly  was  not  imparted  in  the  interval  of  his  fad  and  dolo- 
rous Paftion  ',  but  whether  it  were  truly  or  in  appearance,  in  habit  or  in  ex- 
ercife  of  aQ-,  by  increafe  of  notion  oi-  experience,  it  is  certain  the  promoti- 
ons of  the  holy  Childe  were  great,  admirable  ,  and  as  full  of  wonder  as  of 
**  iundity,  and  fufficicnt  to  entertain  the  hopes  andexpe^ationsoflfrael 

with  preparations  and  difpofitions ,  as  to  fatisfie  their  wonder  for  the  pre- 
fenr,  fo  to  accept  him  at  the  time  of  his  publication,  they  having  no  reafon 
to  be  fcandalized  at  the  fmaluelTe,  improbability ,  and  indilieiency  of  his 
6rft  beginnings.  ■   • 

6,  Bnt  the  holy  Childe  had  alfo  an  imploymcBt,  wWch  he  undertook  in 

cbeeiicnce 
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obedience  to  his  fuppofed  Father,  for  exercife  and  example  of  humility, 
and  for  the  fupport  of  that  holy  Family  which  was  dear  in  the  eyes  of  GOD, 
but  not  very  iplendid  by  the  opulency  of  a  free  and  indulgent  fortune.  He 
wrought  in  the  trade  cf  a  Citrpenter,  and  when  J^ofeph  died ,  which  hapned 
before  the  numifeftation  of  JESUS  unto  Ifrael,  he  wrought  alone,  and  was 
BO  more  called  the  Carpenters  fon,  but  the  Carpenter  himfclf.  Is  not  this  Car-  ji^^yL^^^* 
pemer^  the  fon  of  Mary  ?  faid  his  offended  Counn"ey  men.  And  in  this  con^ 
dition  the  blelfed  jESUS  did  abide  till  he  was  thirty  yeers  old,  for  he  that 
came  to  fulfil  the  Law ,  would  not  fufter  one  tittle  of  it  to  paf^  unaccom- 
plifiiedj  for  by  the  Law  of  the  Nation,  and  cuftcme  of  the  Religion,  no 
Prieft  wds  to  officiate ,  or  Prophet  was  to  preach  before  he  was  thirty  yeers 
©fage. 

^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmM 

Jd.Sed:.  7. 

Confiderations  of  the  Difputation  ofjESVS 
with  the  DoSlors  in  the  Temple. 

^Ofeph  and  Mary  being  returned  unto  Nai^areth  were  fedulous  to  "  ['• 
enjoy  the  prlviledges  of  their  Countrey,  the  opportunities  of 
Religion,  the  publickaddrelfe  to  GOD,  in  the  rites  of  fefti- 
vals ,  and  folemnities  of  the  Temple  j  they  had  been  long 
grieved  with  the  impurities  and  Idol  rites,  which  they  with 
forrow  had  ob(cTved  to  be  done  in  Egypt  j  and  being  deprived  of  the  blcf- 
iings  of  thofe  holy  focieties  and  imploynients,  thty  ufed  to  enjoy  in  Pale- 
ftineyt  their  return  came  to  the  offices  of  their  Religion  with  appetites  of 
fire,  and  keen  as  the  evening  Wolf",  and  all  the  joyes,  which  they  ffiould 
have  received  in  refperiion  and  diftind  emanations ,  if  they  had  kept  their 
Anniverfaries  at  Jerufalem,  all  that  united  they  recei^^ed  in  the  duplication 
of  their  joyes  at  their  return ,  and  in  tlie  fuIhlliHg  themfelves  with  the  re- 
fc^ion  and  holy  viands  of  Religion.  For  fo  GOD  ufes  to  fatisfie  the  long- 
ings of  holy  people,  when  a  Perfecution  ha's  ffiutup  the  beautiful  gates  of 
the  Temple,  or  denied  to  them  oppormnitits  of  accelfe  ,  although  GOD 
hears  the  prayers  they  make  with  their  windov/s  toward  Jerufalem^  with 
their  hearts  opened  with  delires  of  the  puhlick  communions,  and  fends 
them  a  Prophet  with  a  pi  ivate  meal ,  as  Abakk<k<^^n)c  to  Daniel^  yet  he 
ius  their  hearts  when  the  yeer  of  ]ubilee  retuims,  and  the  people  fing ,  In 
convertendo,  tbe  fongof  joy  for  their  redemption  *,  foras  ofallforrowsthe 
deprivations  and  eclipfes  of  Religion  are  the  faddeft,  and  cf  the  worft  and 
moi\  inconvenient  confcquence  v  fo  in  proportion  are  the  joyes  of  fpirltual 
plenty  and  religious  returns  •,  the  communion  of  Saints  bei  ng  like  the  Pri-  ' 
mitive  Ccrban,  a  repofitrry  tofeed  all  the  needs  of  the  Church  ,  or  like  a 
Taper  joyn'd  to  a  Torch,  itfelf  is  kindled  aud  increafcs  the  others  flame. 

They  faiJd  not  to  go  to  Jerufakm ',    for  all  thofe  holy  prayers  and  ^* 

ravifliments 
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raviflimenrs  of  love,  thofe  eycelleat  nieditarions  and  tnrercourfesv^lth 
GOD,  their  privirc  readings  and  difcor.rfes  were  hut  enterrainnienrs  and 
{ith(A^\oi\  oi tht'iv necejjities ',  they  lived  with  them  during  their  retire- 
inciicsv  hut  kwSiS  a  jeaji  when  they  wtiuzojerufilem^  and  the  (reerand 
'iijore  indalgent  iefe<^ioncfthe  Spirit  *,  for  in  publick  folemnities  GOD 
opens  his  treafures ,  and  pours  out  of  his  grace  more  abundantly  *,  private 
Devotions,  and  (ecret  offices  of  Religion,  are  like  refrefhing  of  a  Gardea 
with  the  diftiUing  and  petty  drops  of  a  Waterpof,  but  addrefe  to  the 
Temple,  and  ferving  GOD  in  the  publick  communion  of  Saints  is  like  rain 
from  Heaven ',  where  the  offices  are  defer i  bed  by  a  publick  fpirit,  height- 
ned  by  the  greater  portions  of  affiftance,  and  receive  advantages  by  the  ad- 
HalMtfcmwer     un^tions  and  fymboJs  of  Charity,  and  increment  by  their  diftinA  title  to 
privilcgian  in-    promifes  appropriate  even  to  their  aflembling,  and  mutual  fuppcrt,  by  the 
WiTi  uc  facratius    piety  of  example,  by  the  communication  of  counfels,  by  the  awfulneHe  of 
fiat  quod  pubii    publick  obfervation ,  and  the  engagements  of  holy  cuftonies^  For  Religion 
tur  q^uam  quod  '  ^^  ^  pahlick  vertue ,  it  is  the  ligatui-e  of  fouls  and  the  great  infti-ument  of 
privata  inftitii-   the  conferration  of  bodies  Politick,  and  is  united  in  a  common  objed,  the 
cione  dependi-    GOD  of  all  the  World,  and  is  manag'd  by  publick  minifteries,  by  Sacrifice, 
tur.  Leodeje-    Adoration,  and  Prayer,  in  which  with  variety  of  circumftances  indeed,  but 
jun.  7.  meniis.    ^jj-]^  infinite  confentand  union  of  defigne,  all  the  fons  oi  Adam  are  taught 
PiSicawi^-    ^^  worfhip  GOD  j  and  it  is  a  pablication  of  GODS  honour ,  its  very  pur- 
renda  iunt  pri-    pofe  being  to  declare  to  all  the  World  ,  how  great  things  GOD  hath  done 
vatis,  &  tunc  e(i  for  US,  whether  in  publick  Donatives,  or  private  MifHves',  fo  that  the  very 
efiicacior  lancii-  defigne,  temper  and  condirution  of  Religion  is  to  be  a  publick  addrelfe  to 
^'^i,do\Tolt-   ^^^'  ^"^  although  GOD  is prefent in Clofets,  and  there  alfo diftils his 
nbuj  pietatif CO.  bleffings  infmall  rain,  yet  to  the  focieties  of  Religion  and  publication  of 
tius  HccieHa:  u-   worfliip  ,  as  we  are  invited  by  the  great  bleffings  and  advantages  of  Com- 
»us  eft  aninus,    minion ,  fo  alfo  we  are  in  fome  proportions  more  ftraightly  limited  by  the 
^unusfcnfus.    analogy  and  exigence  cf  the  duty.  It  is  a  Perfecution  when  we  are  forced 
//m. 1 0.2 5."  from  publick  worJliippingsj  no  Man  can  hinder  our  private  addreffes  to 
GOD,  every  Man  can  build  a  Chappel  in  his  brefl,  andhimfelfbethe 
Priell,  and  his  heart  the  Sacrifice ,  and  every  foot  of  glebe  he  treads  on  be 
the  Altar,  and  this  no  Tyrant  can  prevent.  If  then  there  ccn  be  Perfecu- 
tion in  the  offices  of  Religion  ,  it  is  the  prohibition  of  publick  piofeffioii 
and  Communions,  and  therefore  he  that  denies  to  himfelf  the  opportuni- 
ties of  publick  rites  and  conventions  is  his  own  Perfecutour. 
^  But  when  JESUS  was  twelve  yeers  old,  and  his  Parents  had  finiflied 

^'  their  offices,  and  return  d  filled  with  the  pleafures  of  Religion  ,  they  mifs'd 

the  Childe,  and  fought  him  amongft  their  kinred,  but  there  they  feund  him 
not  j  for  whoever  feeks  jESUS  muft  feek  him  in  the  offices  of  F  eligion,  in 
the  Temple  ,  not  amongft  the  engagements  and  purfuit  cf  worldly  inte- 
refts  j  Iforgatalfo  mine  own  Fathers  boufe^  faid  David,  the  Father  of  this  ho- 
ly Childe,  andfo  muft  we,  when  we  run  in  an  enquiry  after  the  fon  cf  Da- 
vid y  but  our  relinquifliing  muft  not  be  a  derelidion  cf  duty ,  but  of  en- 
gagement -,  our  affe(fticns  toward  kinred  muft  alwayes  be  with  charity,  and 
according  to  the  endcerments  of  our  relation,  but  without  immerfion  ,  and 
fuch  adherencies ,  that  either  ccntradift  or  lelTen  our  duty  towards  GOD. 
It  was  a  fad  efle<S  of  their  pious  journey  to  lofe  the  joy  cf  their  Family 
4'  and  the  hopes  of  all  the  World*,  but  it  often  happens  that  after  fpiri- 

taal  imployments  GOD  fea^s  to  abfcnt  himfelf,  and  withdiaw  the  fen- 

f;ble 
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(ihlc  efte<^s  of  his  prcfcncc^  that  we  niay  feek  him  with  the  fame  diligence 
and  core  and  holy  fears,  the  hoiy  Virgin  Mother  fought  the  blef!ed  JESUS. 
And  it  isadciigne  ofgreat  mercy  in  GOD  to  take  oft' the  light  frcm  the 
eyes  of  a  holy  perfon,  that  lie  may  not  be  ithufed  with  complacencies  and 
too  confident  opinions  and  refections  upon  his  fair  perfcrmances.  For  we 
iifually  judge  of  the  well  or  ill  of  our  devotions ,  and  fervices ,  by  what  we 
feel  j  and  we  think  GOD  rewL-rds  every  thing  in  theprefent,  and  by  pro- 
portion to  cur  own  eypec^iationsj  and  if  we  feel  a  prefent  rejoycing  of 
Spirit,  all  is  well  with  us,  the  fmoakof  the  Sacrifice  afcended  right  in  a 
holy  Cloud  ',  but  if  wc  feel  nothing  of  comfort,  then  we  count  it  a  prodigy 
and  ominous,  and  we  (dptd:  our  felves  (and  mofi:  commonly  we  haverea- 
fon  :)  fuch  irradiaiions  of  cheerfulnelTe  are  alwayes  welcome,  but  it  is  not 
alwayes  anger  that  rakes  tliem  away ',  the  Cloud  removed  from  before  the 
camp  of  Ifracl,  and  ftood  before  the  hoft  ofPbaraoh^  but  this  was  a  defigne 
of  ruine  to  the  Egyptians,  and  offecmity  to  Ifrael  y  and^if  thofe  bright  An- 
gels that  go  with  us  to  direft  our  journeys  remove  out  of  our  light  and  (land 
behinde  us,  it  is  not  alwayes  an  argument  that  the  anger  of  the  L  O  R  D  is 
gone  out  againft  us ;  but  fuch  decaies  of  fenfe  and  clouds  of  fpirit  are  ex- 
cellent coifervatcurs  of  humility,  and  reftrain  thofe  intemperances  and' 
vaiutr  thoughts  which  we  are  prom.pted  to  in  the  gayety  of  our  fpirits. 

But  we  often  give  GOD  caufe  to  remove  and  for  a  while  to.abfent  him-  5« 

felf,  and  his  doing  of  it  fonietimes  upon  the  juft  provocations  of  our  deme- 
rits ,  makes  us  at  other  times  with  good  reafon  to  fufpeft  our  felves  even  in 
our  beft  aftions.  But  fometisnes  wearevain,  orremiHe,  or  pride  invades 
us  in  the  darkneHe  and  incuridlifnelfe  of  our  fpirits ,  and  we  have  a  fecrec 
(in  which  GOD  would  have  us  to  enquire  after  *,  and  when  we  fufped:  eve- 
ry thing,  and  condenm  our  felves  with  ftrideft  and  moft  angry  fentencc) 
then  it  may  be,  GOD  willwirh  aray  of  light  break  through  the  cloud,  if  • 
nor,  it  is  nothing  the  wcrfe  for  us ',  for  although  the  vifible  remonftrance. 
andfacecf  things  in  all  the  abfences  and  withdrawings  of  jESUS  be  the 
fame,  yet  if  a  fin  be  thecauie  of  it,  the  withdrawing  i*  a  taking  away  his  fa- 
vour and  his  love  *,  but  if  GOD  does  it  to  fecure  thy  piety ,  and  to  enflamc. 
thy  defires ,  or  to  prevent  a  crime,  then  he  withdraws  2 gift  onely,  nothing 
of  his  love,  and  yet  the  darkneife  of  the  fpirit  and  fadnelTe  feem  equal.  It  is 
hard  in  thefe  cafes  to  difcover  the  caufe ,  as  it  is  nice  to  judge  the  condi- 
tion of  the  effect  ,  and  therefore  it  is  prudent  to  afcerrain  our  condition  by 
improving  our  care  and  our  Religion ,  and  in  all  accidents  to  make  no 
judgement  concerning  GODS  favour  by  what  wefeely  but  by  what  we  do. 

When  the  holy  Virgin  with  much  Religion  and  fadnelfe  had  fought  her  6, 

joy,  at  laft  fhe  found  him  difputing  among  the  Doctors ,  hearing  them  and 
afking  them  queftions  j  and  befides  that  he  now  firft  opened  a  fontinel,and 
there  fprang  out  an  excellent  rivulet  from  his  abylfe  of  wifdoni ,  he  con- 
fign'd  this  truth  to  his  Difciplcs ,  that  they  who  mean  to  be  Doftors  and 
teach  others,  muft  in  their  firft  accelfesanddegreesofdifcipline  learn  of 
thofe,  whom  GOD  and  publick  order  hath  fct  over  us ,  in  the  myfteries  of 
Religion, 
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The  Prayer. 
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Lejfed  and  mfl  holy  JESVS^  Fomtm  of  grace  and  comfort^  Trea- 

)fkre  of  wifdom  and  fprhud  emanations ,  be  ^leafed  to  abide  with  me 

for  ever^  by  the  inhabitation  of  thy  interiour  ajfifiances  and  refrejhments -, 
and  give  me  a  correfpondjng  love ,  acceptable  and  unftained  purity^  care  and 
watch f nine f[e  over  my  wayes^  that  I  may  never  ^  by  provoking  thee  to  an- 
ger,  caufe  thee  to  remove  thy  dwellings  or  draw  a  cloud  before  thy  holy 
face  5  but  if  then  art  pleafed  upon  a  deftgne  of  charity^  or  trials  to  cover 
my  eyes ,  that  I  may  not  behold  the  bright  rayes  of  thy  favour^  nor  be  re* 
fre/hed  with  fpirituall  comforts ;  let  thy  love  fupport  my  fpirit  j  by  wayes 
infenfible^  and  in  all  my  needs  give  me  fuch  a  portion,  as  may  be  inftru- 
mentall  and  incentive  to  performance  of  my  duty,  and  in  all  accidents  let 
me  continue  to  feek.  thee  by  prayers  and  hwniliatim ,  and  frequent  defires^ 
and  the  ftrilinejfes  of  a  holy  life}  that  I  may  follow  thy  example,  phrfue 
thy  footfteps,  be  fupported  by  thy  flrength ,  guided  by  thy  hand,  enlightned 
by  thy  favour,  and  may  at  laft  after  a  perfevering  holinejfe  and  an  un^ 
wearied  indujiry  dwell  with  thee  m  the  Regions  of  light,  and  eternal  glo- 
ry, where  there  fi)all  be  no  feares  of  parting  from  the  habitations  rf  feli- 
city and  the  union  and  fruition  of  thy  prefeme  >  0  blejfed  and  mft  h^ly 
JESVS.    Amen, 


s 
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Of  the  preaching  a/John  the  Baptift ,  f  repara- 
tive to  the  manifeUatiou  of 
'  JESVS. 

Hen  Herod  had  drunk  (o  great  a  draught  of  blood  at  Bethlehenty  t  • 

»nd  fought  for  more  from  the  hill  countrey,  ElJT^dbeth  carried 
her  foil  into  the  WiWernelfe,  there  in  the  defert  places  and 
recefles  to  hide  him  from  the  fury  of  that  beaft,  where  fhc 
attended  him  with  as  much  care  and  tendernelfe,  as  the  afie- 
dions  and  fears  of  a  Mother  could  eyprelTe  in  the  pemiifTion  of  thofe  fruit-  K}ceth.Uh»u 
lefle  foliiudes  *,  the  childe  was  about  eighteen  moneths  old ,  when  he  firft  c,  1 4. 
fled  to  fanftuary ,  but  after  fourty  dayes  his  Mother  died ,  and  his  Father 
Zechary  at  the  time  of  his  miniftration ,  which  happened  about  this  time, 
was  killed  in  the  court  of  the  Temple  ?  fo  that  the  chiJde  was  eypofed  to 
all  tlie  dangers  and  infelicities  of  an  Orphan,  in  a  place  of  folitarinefle  and 
difcomfort,  in  a  time  when  a  bloody  King  endeavoured  for  his  deftru^ion:  ru  .^ 

Bvitwbeti  his  Father  and  Mother  v^ere  taken  from  him  ^  the  Lordtook,himup.  S.Chryf.homH. 
For  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Greeks,  GOD  deputed  an  Angel  to  be  "^  nativ.S.Ja. 
hisnourrflierandG«<jr^M;?,  as  he  had  formerly  done  to  i/^m(?e/ who  dwelt  ^^P^ifl^- 
in  the  wildernefle,  and  to  Elim  when  he  fled  from  the  rage  ofAhab  :  So  to  ^^^\'^  ^  •  ^  7* 
this  childe,  who  came  in  thcfpiritof£//i:(f,  to  make  demonftration,  that  '  ^^"i^  ^9'S* 
there  can  be  no  want  where  GOD  undertakes  the  care  and  provifion. 

The  entertainment)  that  S.  J^ohns  Proveditore  the  Angel  gave  him ,  was  2. 

fuch  as  the  Wilderhefle  did  aftoord,  and  fuch  as  might  difpofe  him  to  a  life 
of  aufierity  ?  for  there  he  continued  fpending  his  time  in  meditations,con-  vcRiserat  curri 
templation,  prayer,  affedions  and  colloquies  with  GOD,  eating  Flyes  and  Tctis  con  "eixa   , 
wilde  honey,  not  clothed  in  foft,  hura  hairy  garment,  and  a  leathern  girdle,  ^^^^^'^ 
till  he  was  thirty  yeers  of  age.  And  then,  being  the  fifteenth  yeer  of  Tiberius  j  ^"'J^I^H'Tdur'a- 
Pontius  Pilate  being  Governour  of  Judea^  the  Word  of  God  came  unto  John  in  the  .^1  u^sr'tas 
nilderneffe.  And  he  came  into  all  the  countrey  about  Jordan ,  preaching  and  Arccretq;  era- 
baptizing,  vcs  CO  n  pun  do 
i:h\%John  according  to  the  prophelies  of  him,  and  defignation  of  his  corparc  fo^nos. 
perfon  by  the  holy  GhoO,  was  the  forerunner  of  CHRIST,  fent  to  difpofe   ^"*^""  * 
the  people  for  his  entertainment,  znApepare  his  wayes^  and  therefore  it  was 
neceflsry  his  perfon  fhould  be  fo  extraordinary,  and  full  of  fandicy,  and 
fo  clarified  by  great  concurrencies  and  wonder  in  the  circumflances  of  his 
life,  as  might  gain  credit  andreputation  tothetefiimony  hewastogivc 
.cducerniflg  his  LORD  the  Saviour  of  the  World.  And  fo  it  happened. 

H  F^ 
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^^  For  as  the  Baptift^  while  he  was  in  the  wildernefTe,  became  the  patern  of 

folitary  and  contemplative  life,  a  School  of  Vertuc,  and  Example  of  San- 
^ityj  and  lingular  aufterity :  fo  at  his  emigration  from  the  places  of  his  re- 
tirement, he  feemed,  what  indeed  he  was,  a  rare  and  excellent  Perfonage  *, 
and  the  wonders  which  were  great  at  his  birth,  the  predid:ion  of  his  Con- 
ception by  an  Angel,  which  never  had  before  happened,  but  in  the  perfons 
oflfnac  aiid  Samfon  ;  the  contempt  of  the  World,  which  he  bcre  about  him, 
his  mortified  countenance  and  deportment,  hisauftereandheremitical  life, 
his  vehem.ent  fpirit  and  excellent  2eal  in  preaching,  created  fo  great  opini- 
ons of  him  among  the  people ,  that  all  held  him  fcr  a  Prophet  in  his  office, 
for  a  heavenly  perfon  in  his  o-vvn  particular ,  and  a  rare  example  of  fan<ftit}^, 
and  holy  life  to  all  others  j  and  all  this  being  made  folemne  and  cererho- 
nious  by  his  baptifm  he  prevailed  fo,  that  he  m<ade  excellent  and  apt  pre- 
parations for  the  LORDS  appearing ',  For  there  went  out  to  hmjerufakm^md 
alljudea^  and  all  the  regions  roundabout  Jordan^  and  were  baptised  of  him  con- 
fejjing  their  fins. 

^^  The  Bapiifl  having  by  fo  heavenly  means  won  upon  the  afieftions  of  all 

Nen  ,  his  Serm.ons  and  his  teftimony  concerning  CHRIST  were  the  more 
likely  to  be  prevalent,  and  accepted  j  and  the  fum  of  them,  was  repent ince 
and  dereliftion  of  fins,  and  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  good  life^  in  thie  pro- 
moting of  which  Dodrine  he  was  a  fevere  reprehender  of  the  Pharifees,and 
^adduces,  he  exfecrted  the  people  to  works  of  mercy  ,  the  Publicans  to 
dojuftice,  and  to  decline  opprefiion,  the  Souldiers  to  abltainfromplun- 
dring  ,  and  doing  violence  or  rapine",  and  publifliing,  that  he  was  not  the 
Chrifl^  thsLzhe  onely  baptixjdwitb  water^  but  the  Mejfias  fhould  baptin^^e  with 
the  holy  Ghoft^  andwithfire  ',  he  finally  denounced  judgement,  and  great  fe- 
verities  to  all  the  World  of  impenitents,  even  abfciffion  and  fire  unquench^ 
Able.  And  from  this  time  forward ,  viz^.  From  the  dayes  of  John  the  Baptijfy 
the  kingdom  ofheavenfufered  violence^  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.  For  now 
the  Gofpel  began  to  dawn,and  John  was  like  the  moining  ftar,  or  the blulh- 
ings  fpringing  from  the  windows  of  the  Eaft,  foretelling  the  approach  of 
the  Sun  of  RighteoufneiTe  :  and  as  S.  John  Baptift  laid  the  firft  rough,  hard 
and  unhewcn  ftone  of  this  building  in  mortification,  felf-denial,  and  doing 
violence  to  our  natural  afleftions :  So  it  was  continued  by  the  Mafter  buil- 
der himfelf,  who  propounded  the  glories  of  the  Crown  of  the  heaveHly 
Kingdom  to  them  only  who  Ihould  cH-mbe  tke  Croflc  to  reach  it. 
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Confiderations  of  the  preaching  of  J  ohn 
the  Baptiji. 

Rom  the  difputation  of  jESUS  with  the  Doftors  to  the  time 
of  his  manifeftation  to  Ifrael,  which  v/as  eighteen  yeers,  the 
holy  Childe  d\Velt  in  Naxjiretb  in  great  obedience  to  his  Pa- 
rents, in  cxeniplar  modefty,  lingular  humility,  working  witk 
his  hands  in  his  fuppofed  Fathers  trade,  for  the  fupport  of  his 
own  a^id  his  Mothers  neceffities ?  and  that  he  might  bear  the  curfe  of  Adam, 
that  in  the  fweat  of  his  brows  he  fliould  eat  his  bread,  all  the  while  he  ia- 
creafed  in  favour  with  GOD  and  Man,  fending  forth  excellent  teftimonies 
of  a  rare  Spirit,  and  a  wife  underfi^anding  in  the  temperate  inftances  of  fuch 
a  converfatioH  to  which  his  humility  and  great  obedience  had  engaged  him: 
But  all  this  while  the  ftream  ran  under  ground  ■,  and  though  little  bublings 
Were  difcern'd  in  all  the  courfe  ,  and  all  the  way  Men  looked  upon  him  as 
upon  an  excellent  perfon,  diligent  in  his  calling,  wife  and  humble,  tem- 
perate and  juft,  pk)us  and  rarely  tcmper'd,  yet  at  the  manifeftation  oijohn 
the  Baptift,  he  brake  forth  like  the  ftream  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  or 
the  Sun  from  a  cloud  j  and  gave  us  precedent  that  we  fliould  not  fhew 
eur  lights  to  minifter  to  vanity,  but  then  onely  when  GOD  and  publick  or- 
der, and  juft  difpofitions  of  Men  call  for  a  manifeftation  *,  and  yet  the  ages 
of  Men  have  been  fo  forward  in  prophetical  minifteries,  and  to  undertake 
Eccleilafrical  imployment,  that  the  vitioufneife ,  and  indifcretions  ,  and 
fcandals  the  Church  of  GOD  feels  as  great  burdens  upon  the  tendernefle  of 
her  fpirit,  are  in  great  part  owing  to  the  negle(ft  of  this  inftance  of  the  pra- 
deace  and  modtfty  of  the  holy  ]ESUS. 

But  now  the  time  appointed  was  come,  the  Baptiji  comes  forth  upon 
the  Theatre  oiPdejline^  a  fore-runner  of  the  office  and  publication  of 
]ESUS,  and  by  the  great  reputationof  his  fanftity,  prevailed  upon  the 
affeftions  and  judgement  of  the  People,  who  with  nmch  eafe  believed  his 
Do<^rine,  when  they  had  reafon  to  approve  his  life ',  for  the  good  exam- 
ple of  the  Preacher  is  alwayes  the  moft  prevailing  Homily  h  his  life  is  his 
befl  Sermon.  He  that  will  raife  affedions  in  his  Auditory  muft  affe(fl  their 
eyes  *,  for  we  feldom  fee  the  people  weep  if  the  Oratour  laughs  loud  and 
loofely  j  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  think  that  his  difcourfe  IhouJd  work  more 
with  mc,  then  himfelf.  If  his  arguments  be  fair  aiidfpecious,  I  (hall  think 
them  fallacies,  while  they  have  not  faith  with  him  '-,  and  what  neceOity  for 
me  to  be  temperate,  when  he,  that  tels  me  fo,  fees  no  fuch  need  but  hopes 
to  go  to  Heaven  without  i  t  i  or  i  f  the  duty  be  necelfar)-,  I  fhall  learn  the  de- 
finition of  temperance  and  the  latitudes  of  my  pcrmifrion,and  the  bounds  of 
lawful  and  unlawful  by  the  expofition  of  his  praftife  j  if  he  bindes  a  burden 
upon  my  flioulders,it  is  but  reafon  I  fliould  look  him  to  bear  his  portion  toOo 
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S.Chryf.  orat  Crwd  workj  cmime  more  then  miracles^  and  the  power  of  eje^lng  Devils  is 
de  SSab)lL  not  fo great  probation, that  Chrifiian  religtow  came  from  God,  as  is  the 
holinelfe  of  the  dodrine,and  its  efiicacie  and  produ(Sions  upon  the  hearty 
ProfelTours  of  the  inftitution.  S.  Pachomius,  when  he  wore  the  military 
girdle  under  Conftantine  the  Emperour,  came  to  a  city  of  Chriftians,who  ha- 
ving heard  that  the  army  in  which  he  then  marched  was  almoft  ftarved  for 
want  of  necelfar}' provifions,  of  their  own  charity  relieved  them  fpecdily 
and  freely ',  he  wondering  at  their  fo  free  and  cheerful!  difpenfaticn ,  in- 
quired what  kind  of  people  rhefe  were,  whom  he  faw  fo  bountiful!  ?  It  was 
anfwered  they  were  Chriftians,  whofe  Profeflion  it  is  to  hurt  no  man,  and  to 
do  good  to  every  man  •,  the  pleafed  Souldier  was  convinced  of  the  excel- 
lency of  that  religion,  which  brought  forth  men  fo  good  and  (o  pious ,  and 
loved  the  Mother  for  the  childrens  fake,  threw  away  his  girdle  and  became 
C!Trifi:ian,and  religious,  and  a  Saint :  And  it  was  Tertullkns  great  argument 
in  behalf  of  Chriftians,  je^  how  they  love  one  another^  how  ex^ery  Mm  is  ready  to 
die  for  his  brother,  it  was  a  living  argument  and  a  fcnfible  dem.onftration  of 
the  purity  of  the  fountain,  from  whence  fuch  lympid  waters  did  derive. 
But  fojohn  the  B?.ptift  made  himfelfafit  inftrumentof  preparation,and  fo 
muft  all  the  Cliriftian  Clergy  be  fitted  for  the  difieminationcf  the  Gofpel 
©fjefus. 
[    ^  The  Baptift  had  till  this  time,  that  is,  about  thirty  veers ,  lived  in  the 

Wildernefle  under  the  Difcipline  oftlieholy  Ghoff,  under  the  tuition  of 
Angels,  in  converfation  with  GOD,  in  great  mortification  and  difaffe- 
^ions  to  the  World,  his  garments  rugged  and  uneafie,  his  meat  plain, 
neceffaryj  and  without  variety,  his  imployment  prayers  and  devotion, 
his  company  wilde  beafts  in  ordinary ,  in  extraordinary  ,  melTengers 
from  Heaven  •,  and  all  this  not  undertaken  of  neceflicy  to  fubdue  a  bold  luft, 
or  to  punifh  a  loud  crime,  but  to  become  more  holy  and  pure  from  the  lef- 
ferftainsandinfinuationsoftoo  free  infirmities,  and  to  prepare  himfelf  fcr 
the  great  niiniftery  of  ferving  theholy  JESUS  in  his  publication.  Thirty 
yeershelivedingreat  aufterity  7  and  it  was  a  rare  patience  and  exempLr 
mortification  V  weufenotto  be  fo  pertinacious  in  any  pious  refolutions, 
but  our  purpofes  difband  uponthe  fenfeof  the  firft  violence  j  we  are  free 
and  confident  of  refolving  to   faft   when  our  bellies  are  full ,  ^  but 
»$ati.atis  Si  ex-  when  we  are  called  upon  by  the  firft  neceflities  of  nature,  our  zeal  is  cool, 
pletis  jucurdi^s  and  diffoluble  into  air  upon  the  firft  temptation*,  and  we  are  not  upheld 
tftcarere  qua  n  jjj  ^|^^  violences  of  a  fhorc  aufterity  without  faintings  and  repentances  to  be 
»cA.  ^""^     '^"  rcptn^^^  of ,.  and  enquirings  after  the  vow  is  pafl,  and  feapching  for  excufes 
and  defires  to  reconcile  our  nature  and  our  conscience  j  unlefie  our  necef- 
fity  be  great,  and  our  fin  clamorous  and  our  Confcience  loadcn ,  and  no. 
peace  to  be  liad  without  it',  and  it  is  well  if  upon  any  reafonable  grounds 
we  can  be  brought  to  fufter  contiadidions  of  nature  ?  for  the  advantages  of 
grace;  but  it  would  be  remembred  that  the  Baptifi  did  more  upon  a  lefle 
Receftity,  and  poflibly  the  greatnefle  of  the  example  may  entice  us  on  a  lit- 
tle furtlier,  then  tliecuftomes  of  the  World  or  our  own  indevotions  would 
engage  us. 
^^  But  afrer  the  expiration   of  a   definite  time  yohn  came  forth  from 

his  folitude,  and  ferved  GOD  in  focieties*,  he  ferved  GOD,  and  the 
content  of  his  own  fpirit  by  his  coaverfing  whh  Awgels  and  Dialogues  with 
GOD,  fo  long  as  liewasinthewildernelfe  J  and  it  might  be  feme  trouble, 
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to  him  to  mingle  with  the  impurities  of  Men,  amongft  whom  he  was  fure 
toobreiveHichrectlTcs  from  perfeaion,  fuch  violation  of  all  things  facred, 
fo  great  defp'glit  done  to  all  minifteries  of  Religion,  that  to  him  who  had  no 
experience  or  neighbourhood  of  anions  criminal ,  it  muft  needs  be  to  his 
fublim'd  and  clarified  fpirit  more  pwitive  and  affli^ive ,  then  his  hairen 
iliifc  and  his  afcctick  diet  was  to  his  bodyj  but  now  himfelf,  that  tri- 
ed both,  was  beft  able  to  judge  which  ftatc  of  life  was  of  greate-ft  advantage 
and  perfeftion, 

In  his  folnude  he  did  Breathe  more  pure  jnfpir4mn^Neavenwasmoredpen^  5. 

GOD  rvas  more  famUkr^  and  frequent  in  his  vifitations  •,  In  the  Wildemelfe  infolitudinea* 
his  company  was  Angels ,  hi*  imploynient  meditations  and  prayer ;  his  F"o?">  ^^^^^ 
temptations  fimpleand  from  within,  from  the  impotent  and  lelferrebelli-  ^o^DeusT''  " 
ons  of  a  mortified  body  j  hi*  occafions  of  fin  as  few  as  his  examples  j  his  ongea. 
condition  fuch,  that  if  his  f6ul  were  at  all  bufie ,  his  lif«  could  not  eafily  be 
other  then  the  life  of  Angels ',  for  his  work  and  recreation,  and  his  vifits,and 
his  retirements  could  be  nothing  but  the  variety  and  differing  circumftances 
of  his  piety ;  his  inclinations  to  fociety  made  it  neceflfary  for  him  to 
cepeat  his  addreifes  to  G  O  D  j  for  his  being  a  fociable  Creature,  and 
yctinfolitude,  made  that  his  converfing  with  GOD,  and  being  partaker 
of  Divine  communications  fhould  b,e  the  fatisfadion  of  his  natural  de- 
fires,  and  the  fupply  of  his  fingularity  and  retirement*,  the  difcomforts 
of  which  made  it  natural  for  himtofeek  out  for  feme  refrefhment,  and 
therefore  to  go  to  Heaven  for  it,  he  having  rejefted  the  folacesof  the 
World  already  j   and  all  this   befides  the   innccencies  of  his  filencc, 
which  is  very  great,  and  to  be  judged  of  in  proportion  to  the  infi- 
Hite  extravagancies  of  our  language,  there  being  no  greater  perfe^ion  yames^o 
here  to  be  expeftcd ,  then  not  to  ofl'end  in  our  tongue.  *  It  mtf  /o- 
Uuude  and  retirement  in  which  JESV  S   kept  his  Vigils^   the    Defeft  pg^rus  CdlcBfis, 
^places  heard  him  frgy,  in  a  privacy  he  was  born^  in   the  Wilderneffe  he  i^^ep.ia. 
*-fed  his  thoufands ,  upon  a  Mountain  apart  he  was  transfigured^    upon  ii  *  '    ' 
'  Mountain  he  died ,  and  from  a  Mountain  he  afcended  to  his  Father  j  in 
which  retirements  his  Devotion  certainly  did  receive  the  advantage  of 
convenient  circumftances,  and  himfelf  in  fuch  difpofitions  twice  had  the 
opportunities  of  glory. 

And  yet  after  all  thefe  excellencies,  the  Spirit  of  GOD  called  tTie  Bap-  ^^ 

uH  forth  t®  a  more  excellent  miniftery  *,  for  in  folitude  pious  perfons  might 
go  to  Heaven  by  the  way  of  prayers  and  devotion ',  but  in  fociety  they  might 
go  to  Heaven  by  the  way  of  m.ercy  and  charity ,  and  difpenfations  to 
others.  In  folitude  there  are  fev/er  occafions  of  vices ,  but  there  is  alfo  the 
exercifc  of  fewer  vertues',  and  the  temptations,  though  they  be  not  from 
many  Objefts,  yet  are  in  fome  CircumftaiKes  more  dangerous ,  not  onely 
becaufe  the  worft  of  evils,  fpiritual  pride  does  feldome  milfe  to  creep  up- 
on thofe  gcsdly  Oakes,  like  ivy ,  and  fuck  their  heart  out,  and  a  great 
niortifier  witliout  fome  complacencies  in  himfelf,  or  affe(^atiofns  cr  opi- 
nions^ or  fomething  of  fingularity,  is  almoft  asunufual,  asVifgin  purky  imblituainec:^ 
and  unftaiued  thoughts  in  the  Bordelli  :  (Saint  Hierome  had  tried  it  toobrepiciu- 
and  found  it  fo  by  experience,  and  he  icwas  thatfaidfo)  but  alfo  be-  P'^^^"^*?'*^ 
caufe  whatfoever  temptation  does  invade  fuch  retired  perfons,  they  have 
privacies  enough  to  aA  it  in ,  and  no  eyes  upon  them  but  the  eye  of  Hea- 
yen-,  ns  flume  to  encounter  withal,  no  fears  of  being  difcovered,  and 
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Maximi  pan  pe::d-  ^c  know  by  expcrieHCC,  that  4  wjtneffe  of  our  converfation  is  a  great  re- 
tecom  loiii. :.r  fi  pec-  ftraiiic  to  the  inoidiiiation  of  our  anions  *,  Men  feek  cut  darknefies  and  fe- 
sV»"*V'*'* '  *  "'  crecies  to  conitiiit  a  fin  *,  d«i/  t^e  evil  that  no  Man  fees,  no  Man  reproves,  and 
^l-fd  noiviiltlnr  ^^'^^  Tnak§s  the  temptutm  bold  and  confident^  and  the  iniquhy  eafie  and  ready :  So 
Sif  Jgui't";  ubiVn  that  as  they  have  not  fo  many  tempters  as  they  nave  abroad ,  fo  neither 
flS  aSrr  have  they  fo  many  rcftraints i  their  vices  are  not  fo  many ,  but  they  are 
*"?'' wlS«^'  ^^^^^  dangerous  in  themfelves,  and  to  the  World  fafe  and  opportune  j  and 
peiwui  n.  ^^  they  communicate  lelTe with  the  World,  fo  they  do  leffe charity  and 

fewtr  offices  of  mercy  *,  no  Sermons  there  but  when  folitude  is  made  popu- 
lar, and  the  City  removes  into  the  Wildernelfe  ?  no  comforts  of  a  publick 
Religion,  orvifble  remonftrances  ofthe  Communion  of  Saints*,  and  of 
the  [even  kindes  of  fpiritual  mercy ,  enely  one  can  there  properly  be  exerci^ 
fed ,  and  of  the  corporal  none  at  all :  And  this  is  true  in  lives  and  inftitutr- 
ons  of  lefic  retirement ,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  the  folitude ',  and 
therefore  Church  ftory  reports  of  diverfe  very  holy  ptrfons,  who  left  their 
wildernelfes,  and  fweetuefes  of  Devotion  in  their  retirement  to  ferve 
G  O  D  in  publike  by  the  wayes  cf  charity  and  exteriour  offices.  Thus 
Euftb.  Hft.iib.<.c.;.  S.  Anthony  and  Acepfamas  came  forth  to  encourage  the  fainting  people  to 
Tbeod.  i.4-c.23ia<'    contend  to  death  for  the  crown  of  Martyrdom,and  Aphraates  in  the  time  of 
*  Nihiitft  iiH  P'i"  Valens  the  Arrian  Emperour  came  abroad  to  affift  the  Church  in  the  fup- 
fcunc^ndumTe^^  pteffiug  the  flames  kindled  by  the  Arrian  Fa<^on.  And  upon  this  ground 
quod^qaidwijo  tcr  ^^^y  ^f[^^  ^^  ^^^  grcateft  admirers  of  Heremitical  life,  call  the  Epifcopal 
Jlwmcorfii'acitufq  Fundion  the  ftate  of^erfe^m  ,  and  a  degree  of  minifterial  and  honorai7 
S"qSSiira«»'^ap-  excellcucy  beyoud  the  pictics  and  contemplations  of  folitude,  becaufe  of 
Icii"'"'' ^*"'*^°°''  the  advantages  of  gaining  fouls,  and  religious  convtrfati  on ,  and  going  to 
sc.n«,«.  ^^^  ^^  doing  good  to  others. 

•^  John  the  Baptift  united  both  thefe  lives,  and  our  blefled  SAVIOUR 

who  is  the  great  precedent  of  fan<^ity  and  prudence,  hath  determined  this 
queftion  in  his  own  inftance  j  for  he  lived  a  life  conmion,  fociable,  humane, 
charitable,  and  publick,  and  yet  for  the  opportunities  of  efpecial  devotion 
retir*dto  prayer  and  contemplation,  but  came  forth  fpeedily  j  for  the  De- 
vil never  fet  upon  him,  but  in  the  Wildernefie ,  and  by  the  advantage  of 
retirement.  For  as  GOD  hath  many,  (o  the  Devil  hath  fon>e  opportunities 
of  doing  his  work  in  ourfolirarineffe',  but  JESUS  reconcilM  Z^ot/?,  and  fo 
did  John  the  Baptift  in  feveral  degrees  and  manners,  and  from  both  we 
are  taught ,  thiLtfolhitde  is  a  good  Schoole,  and  the  World  is  the  bej\  Tneatre^ 
the  7«^/t«rion  is  beft  there,  but  the prd^fce  here,  the  Wildemefle  hath  the 
advantage  of  Difcipline  and  the  fociety  ^  opportunities  of  perfeftion.  Pri- 
vacy is  the  beft  for  devotion,  and  the  publick  for  charity.  In  both  GOD 
hath  many  Saints  and  Servants,  and  from  both  the  Devil  Fath  had  fome. 

^  -  His  Sermon  was  an  exhortation  to  repentance,  and  an  holy  life ,  he  gave 

particular  fchedules  of  duty  to  feveral  ftares  ofperfons ,  fharply  reproved 
the  Pharifees,  for  their  hypocrite  and  impiety ,  it  being  worfe  in  them  be- 
caufe contrary  to  their  rule,  their  profeffion  and  inftitution  *•  gently  guided 
Others  into  the  wayes  ofrighteoufneife,  calling  them  the ftraight  wayes  ef 
the  Lord,  that  is,  the  direftand  fliorteft  way  to  the  Kingdom,  for  of  all  lines 
the  ftraight  is  the  fhorteft,  and  as  every  angle  is  a  turtiing  out  of  the  way, 
fo  every  fin  is  an  obliquity,  and  interrupts  the  journey.  By  fuch  jlifcourfes 
and  a  Baptifm,  he  difpofed  thefpirits  of  Men  for  the  entertaining  the  Mef- 
fias,  and  the  Homilies  of  the  Gofpel.  For  J^hns  Define  was  to  the  Ser- 
mons 
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nions  of  JESUS,  as  a  Piefjce  to  a  Difcourfe ',  and  his  Bapt'ifme  waste  the 
new  Inftitution  and  Difciplme  of  the  Kingdom  as  the  Vigils  to  a  Holy^ay, 
ofthtfaniekindeinalcircdcgrte.  But  the  whole  Oeconomy  of  it  rcpre- 
fcnts  to  us,  that  repent znce  is  {htjirfl  introjmffion  into  the  fanftities  of  Chri- 
ft fan  Religion.  The  LORD  trtads  upon  no  paths  that  are  not  hallowed,and 
made  fmooth  by  die  forrows  and  cares  of  contrition,  and  the  impediments 
of  fin  ckered  by  dereli<!^ion,  and  the  fuccecding  fruits  of  emendation. 

It  was  an  eiccellent  fweetnefie  of  Religion  that  had  entirely  poflcft  the  P» 

foHl  of  the  Baptift,  that  in  fo  great  reputation  of  fan<Sity ,  fo  mighty  con- 
courfe  of  people ,  fuch  great  multitudes  of  Difciples  and  confidents,  and 
fuch  throngs  of  admirers ,  he  was  humble  without  mixtures  of  vanity ,  and 
confirm'd  in  his  temper  and  piety  againft  the  ftrcngth  of  the  moft  impetu- 
ous temptation.  And  he  was  tryed  to  fome  purpore,for  when  he  was  temp- 
ted to  confefle  himfelf  to  bfe  the  CHRIST,  he  refufed  it,  or  to  be  Elias,  or 
to  be  accounted  that  Prophet,  he  refufed  all  fuch  great  appellatives ,  and 
confefled  himfelf  onely  to  be  a  i/o?ce ,  the  I oweft  of  entities ,  whofe  being 
depends  upon  the  Speaker,  juftashimfelf  did  upon  the  pleafure  of  GOD, 
receiving  form  and  publication,  and  imploymcnt  wholly  by  the  will  of  his 
LOR  D,  in  order  to  the  manifeftation  of  the  mrd  Eternal  It  were  wellthat 
the  fpirits  of  Men  would  not  arrogate  more  then  their  own,  though  diey  did 
not  leficn  their  own  juft  dues.  It  may  concern  fome  end  of  piety ,  orpr*. 
dence,  that  our  reputatioH  be  preferved  by  all  juft  means ,  but  never  tbac 
we  affume  the  dues  of  others ,  or  grow  vain  by  the  fpoils  of  an  undefervcd 
dignity.  Honours  are  the  rewards  of  vertue,  or  engagement  upon  offices  of 
treuble  and  publick  ufe  '■,  but  then  they  muffc  fuppofe  a  preceding  wordi,  or 
a  fair  imployment.  But  he  that  is  a  Plagiary  of  others  titles  or  offices,  and 
drelles  himfelf  with  their  beauties,  hath  no  more  folid  worth  or  rep«tadoii 
then  he  fhould  have  nutriment,  if  he  eat  only  with  their  mouth,  and  flept 
their  flumbcrs,  himfelf  being  open  and  unbound  in  all  the  Regions  of  his 
fenfes. 

THE   PRAYER. 

ONoly  andmflilormsGOD,  who  before  the  publicathn  of  thy  eternal  Son, 
the  Prince  ofPeace^  didflfend  thy  fervant  John  Baptift^  by  the  examples  if 
tnortifcation ,  and.  the  rude  aufterities  of  a  penitential  life ,  and  by  the  Sermons  of 
Penance  to  remove  all  the  impediments  of  fin  ^  that  the  way  es  of  his  LORD  and 
ours  might  he  made  deer ^  ready^  and  expedite  y  be  pleafed  to  let  thy  holy  Spirk 
lead  me  in  the  fir  ait  paths  offanUny^  without  de^eBions  to  either  hand,  and  with^ 
tut  the  interruption  of  deadly  fin,  that  I  may  vphh  facility,  ^eal,  ajfiduity,  and  a. 
per  fevering  diligence  walkin  the  wayesofthe  LORD  ',  Be  pleafed  that  the  ax  ma^ 
be  laid  to  the  root  of  Sin,  that  the  whole  body  of  it  may  be  cut  down  in  me,  that  nfl 
fruit  of  Sodom  may  grow  up  to  thy  difpleafure.  Throughly  purge  the  floor  andgrt^^ 
nary  of  my  heart  with  thy  fan,  with  the  breath  of  thy  Diviner  Spirit ,  that  it  majf 
be  a  holy  repofitory  of  graces,  and  full  ofbenedi^ion  andfanBity ,  that  when  our 
LORD  jhullcQTTie^  I  may  at  all  times  be  prepared  for  the  entertainment  offo  Di- 
vineaGuefi,  apt  to  lodge  him,  and  to  feaft  him,  that  he  may  for  ever  delight  t9 
dwell  with  me.  And  make  me  aljo  to  dwell  with  him,  fometimes  retiring  into  hfs 
receffes  and  private  rooms  by  conteii^lation^  and  admiring  o f  his  beauties ,  andbe^ 
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holdingtbefecrets  ofhhkjngdm^  and  at  alt  other  times  walkjng  in  the  ceurts  oT 
the  LORDS  houfe^  bj  the  diligences  and  kbeurs  of  repentance^  and  a  holy  life^  tilt 
thou  /halt  pleafe  to  call  me  to  a  neerer  cotrnnmication  of  thy  excellencies^  rvhich 
then  grant^when  by  thy  gracious  ajjifrancesjjhallhave  done  thy  mrkj-,  ^  glorijied 
thy  hdy  Namefy  theflrii^  and  never  faiUngpurpofes  and  proporti finable  endeavour  ( 
9f  Religion  and  holineffefthrough  the  merits  and  mercies  ofjefus  Chrifl,  Amen. 

Difcourfe  4, 

OfMortificathnand  corforalatijlerities, 

Rom  the  dayes  of  John  the  Bapifl^the  kingdom  of  Heaven  fa  fersvk- 
lence^  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force^  faid  our  blelfed  SAVIOUR . 
For  now  that  the  new  Covenant  was  to  be  made  with  Man,  re- 
pentance which  is  (o  great  a  part  of  it,  being  in  va  y  many  ani- 
ons a  punitive  duty,  afflid"ive  and  vindicative,  from  the  dayes 
eithcBaptift,  (whofirft,  by  otike  andfolennity  ofdefigne,  publifhedthis 
Do^rine)  violence  was  done  to  the  inclinations  and  difpofirions  of  Man, 
and  by  fuch  violences  we  were  to  be  poffelTed  of  the  Kingdom.  And  his  ex- 
ample was  the  beft  Commentary  upon  his  Textjhe  did  violence  to  himfelfj 
he  lived  a  life  in  which  the  rudenefies  of  Camels  hair,  and  the  loweft  nutri- 
HientofFlyes,  andHoneyoftheDefert,  his  life  oflingularit}',  his  retire- 
ment from  the  fweetneffes  of  fociety^iis  relifting  the  greateft  of  rentations, 
and  defpifing  to  affume  falfe  honours,  were  iaftances  of  that  violence,  and 
explioitions  ofxhe  Doftrine  of  Self-denial  and  Morciric?.tion,which  are  the 
Pedelial  of  the  CrolTe,  and  the  Supporters  of  Chriftianity,as  itdiftinguifhes 
from  all  Lawes,.  Religions,  and  Inftitutions  of  the  World. 
2.-  Mortification  is  the  one  half  of  Chriftianity ':  it  is  a  dying  to  the  World, 

JW  <^KS^^'    it  is  a  denying  of  the  will  and  all  its  natural  defires  :  an  abflinence  from  plea- 
^yitipQpvyif^fi'  fure  and Jenfual  complacencies^  that  the  flejh  being  fubdued  to  thefpirit ,  both  may 
?©-  trttfMs  Trpot  joyn  in  thefervice  ofGOD^  and  in  the  ojices  of  holy  Religion.   It  confifts  in  a^i- 
w>  w  IvnCeiots  ons  of  feverity  and  renunciation,  it  refufes  to  give  entertainment  to  any  va- 
«w«7n}>  5J9b7»s/W-  nity,  nor  ufes  a  freer  licence  in  things  lawful,  left  it  be  tempted  to  things  nn- 
piiyliuj  j«79x^  ^  lawful,  it  kils  the  lufts  of  theflefh  by  raking  away  its  fud,  and  incentives  j 
's^w.S,BafiU  and  by  ufing  to  contradid  its  appetite,  does  inure  it  with  more  fatility  too- 
bey  the  fuperiour  faculties  *,  and  in  effeft  it  is  nothing  but  a  great  care  we  fin 
not^and  a  prudent  and  fevere  ufing  fuch  remedies  and  inftrnments  whith  in 
Nature  and  Grace  are  made  apt  for  the  prodi>ftion  of  our  purpofes.    A  nd  it 
confifts  in  interiour  and  exreriour  offices*,  thefe  being  but  inftrumerrts  of  the 
r\  inreriouf,  as  the  body  is  organical  or  inftrumental  to  the  foul,  and  no  part 

of  the  duty  it  felf,but  as  they  are  advantages  to  the  end^  the  mortification 
©f  the  Spirit ',  which  by  whatfoever  means  we  have  once  acquired ,  and  do 
'    continue,  wcaredifoblig'dfrem  all  other  exteriourfeverities  ,  unlelTeby 
accident  they  come  to  be  obligatory,  and  from  fome  other  caufe. 
^  Mortification  of  the  will  or  the  fpirit  of  Man,  that's  the  duty  ',  that  the 

^*"  will  of  Man  may  humbly  obey  GOD,  and  abfolutely  rule  its  infcriour  fa- 
culties *,  that  the  inordinations  of  our  natural  defires ,  begun  by  Adams 
finne ,  and  continued  and  increafed  by  oar  continuing  evil  cuftomes 

may 
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may  be  again  placed  in  the  right  order,  that  fince  many  of  the  Divine  pre- 
cepts are  reftraints  upon  oar  narurall  defires  we  fiiould  fo  deny  thofe  appe- 
tites, that  covet  after  naturall  fatisfa^ions,  that  they  may  not  fervc  theni- 
felves  by  dif-ferving  God.  For  therefore  our  own  wills  are  our  greateft 
dangers,  and  our  greateft  enemies,  becaufe  they  tend  tocourfes  contra- 
diftory  to  God.  God  commands  us  to  be  humble  >  our  own  defires  ar-e  to 
be  great,  confiderable,  and  highj  and  we  are  never  fecme  enough  from 
contempt,  unlefle  we  can  place  our  neighbours  at  our  feet  *,  here  therefore 
we  muft  deny  our  will,  aud  appetites  of  grearnefie  for  the  purchafe  of  ha- 
rwility.  GOD  commands  Temperance  and  Chaftityj  oui-  de (ires  and 
natarall  promptneffe  breaks  the  bonds  afunder,  and  entertaines  difiblu- 
tionsto  the  licentioufnelfe  of  Apkms'^  or  the  wantonnelfe  of  a  Maliu- 
metan  Paradife?  facrihcing  meat  and  drink  offerings  to  our  appetites, 
as  if  our  ftomacks  were  the'  Temples  of  Be/j  and  making  women  and 
the  opportunities  of  luft  to  be  our  dwelling,  and  our  imployment,  even 
beyond  the  common  loofenefles  of  cnterrainment.  Here  therefore  W€ 
muft  deny  our  own  wills,  oui*  appetites  of  gluttony  and  Drunkennefle,  and 
©ur  prurient  beaftly  inclinations,  for  the  purchafe  of  temperance  and  chafti- 
ty.  And  every  other  vertue  is,either  diredly  or  by  accidenr,a  certaia  inftance 
of  this  great  duty,which  is,like  a  Catholicon,purgative  of  al  diftemperatures^ 
and  is  the  beft  preparative  and  difpofition  to  prayer  in  the  world. 

For  it  is  a  fad  confideration,  and  of  fecretreafon,  that  fince  prayer  of  all 
duties  is  certainly  the  fweeteft  and  the  eafieft,  it  having  in  it  nodiflRcuI-  4*  • 

ty  or  vexatious  labour  *,  no  wearinelfe  of  bones,  no  dimnefle  of  eyes,  or  hol- 
low cheeks  is  dired"ly  confequent  to  it,  no  naturall  defires  of  contradidory 
<]iiality,nothing  of  direare,but  much  of  comfort  &  more  of  hope  in  itiyet  we 
are  infinitely  averfe  from  ir,weary  of  its  length,  glad  of  an  occafion  to  preter- 
mit ouroffices,and  yet- there  is  no  vifible  caufe  of  fuch  indifpofitionjnothing 
in  the  nature  of  the  thing,nor  in  thecircumftances  neceflarily  appendant  to 
the  dutv.  Something  is  amiffe  in  us  and  it  wanted  a  name  till  the  fpirit  of 
GOD  by  enjoyni-ng  us  the  duty  of  mortification,hath  taught  us  to  know  that 
immortification  of  fpirit  is  the  caufe  of  all  our  fecrerand  fpiritual  iiKlifpofiti- 
ons:we  are  fo  incorporated  to  the  defires  of  fenfmll  obje^s?  thatjwe  feel  no 
rclifli  cr  guft  of  the  ffir'nmlL  It  is  asHf  aLyon  fiiould  eat  hay,or  an  Ox  veni- 
fon,there  is  no  proportion  between  the  objed:  and  the  appetite,  till  by  nior- 
titicationof  our  firft  defires,  our  wiPls  are  made  fpirituall,  and  our  apprehen- 
]fions  fupernatural  and  clarified.  For  as  a  Cook  told  Dionyfiurthc  Tyrant,  the  . 
black  broth  of  Laced amon  would  not  do  well  at  Syracufa^  unleUe  it  be  tafttd 
by  a  Spartans  palate, fo  neither  can  the  excellencies  of  heaven  be  difcerned,  . 
but  by  a  fpirit  dhfrelifliing  the  fottifh  appetites  of  the  world, and  accuftomed 
to  diviner  banquets :  and  this  was  myftrcally  fignified  by  the  two  altars  m  So- 
lomons t#mple,!n  the  oater  court  whereof  beafts  were  facrificed,  in  the  inner 
ccHf  t  an  altar  of  incenfetthe  firft  reprefenting  Mortification  cr  flaying  of  our 
beaftly  appetites ',  thefecond  the  offer ing'up  our  prayers,which  are  not  like- 
ly  to  become  a  pleafant  oftertory,  imleffc  our  impurities  be  removed  by  the 
atonement  made  by  the  firft  Sacrifices  j  without  our  fjwric  be  mortified,  wc 
aeither  can  love  to  pray,  nor  GOD  love  to  hear  us. 

But  there  are  three  fteps  to  afeend  to  this'altar.   i.The  firft  is  to  ab-  5, 

ftain  from  fatisfyingoiir  carnall  defires  in  the  inftances  offinnej  and  al- 
though the  fuinace  tlan^cs  widi  vehement  emiffioiK  at  feme  times,  yet 

to 
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to  walk  in  the  midfi:  of  the  burning  without  being  confumed,  like  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Captivityjthac  is  the  duty  even  of  the  moft  iii.perfe(^,and  is  com- 
monly the  condition  of  thofc  good  perfons,  whofe  interelt  in  fecular  im- 
ploynients  fpeaks  fair,  and  folicits  often,  ajid  tenipts  highly  *,  yet  they 
manage  their  affairs  with  habituall  juftice,  and  a  conftant  chanty  j  and  are 
temperate  in  their  dayly  meals,  chaft  in  the  folaces  of  marriage,  and  pure 
in  their  fpirits,  unmingled  with  fordid  afleftions  intheniidftof  their  pof- 
feiTions  and  enjoyments.  Thefe  men  are  in  the  world,  but  they  are  ftrangers 
Hebr.  1 1 . 1 3.  here  j  They  have  a  aty^  but  not  an  abiding  om  *,  they  are  Prefelytes  of  the  houfe^ 

1.  Tim,  6. 8,     but  have  made  nocovenant  with  the  world.  For  though  they  delire  with  fc- 

2.  Cor»  5. 6,      cular  defires,  yet  it  is  but  for  ncceflaries,  and.  then  they  are  content ',  they 

ufe  the  creatuies  with  freedom,  and  modefty  *,  but  never  to  intemperance 
and  tranfgreflion :  fo  that  their  hands  are  bebw  tyed  there  by  the  necefTities 
of  their  lifcibut  theirhearts  are  above^\if\:e(i  up  by  the  abftraAions  of  this  firft 
degree  of  mortification.  And  this  is  the  firft  and  niceft  diftinftion  between  a 
nun  of  the  world,  and  a  man  of  GOD  ;  for  this  ftate  is  a  denying  our  afledi- 
cns  nothing  but  the  fin,it  enjoyes  as  much  of  the  world,as  may  be  confiftent 
with  the  pofTibili  ties  of  heaven :  a  little  lefle  then  this  is  the  ftate  of  immor- 
tification,and  4  being  in  the  fiejhyyvhich  (faith  the  Apoftle)  cannot  inheiit  the 
kingdom  of  G  O  D.  The  flefh  muft  firft  be  feparated,  and  the  adherencies 
pared  off  from  the  fkin?  before  the  parchment  be  fit  to  make  a  fchedule 
for  ufe,  or  to  tranfmit  a  record ',  whatfoever  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Scripture  is 
fiejh^  or  an  enemy  to  the  fpirit,  if  it  be  not  refcinded  and  mortyfied,  makes 
that  the  laws  of  GOD  cannot  be  written  in  our  hearts.  This  is  thedodrine 
Km-  8. 1 3.  S,  Paul  taught  the  Church.  For  if  ye  live  after  theflejhye  jball  die,  but  if  ye 
through  the  ffirit  do  mortife  the  deeds  of  the  body,  yefljall  live.  This  firft  mor- 
tification is  the  way  of  life,  if  it  continues :  but  its  continuance  is  not  fe- 
cured,  till  we  are  advanced  towards  life  by  one  degree  more  of  this  death. 
For  this  condition  is  a  ftate  of  a  dayly,  and  dangerous  warfare,  and  many- 
inroads  are  made  by  fin,and  many  times  hui-t  is  done  aud  booty  carried  off 
for  he  that  is  but  thus  far  mortified,  although  his  dwelling  be  within  the 
kingdom  of  grace,  yet  it  is  in  the  borders  of  it,  and  hath  a  dangerous 
neighbourhood.  If  we  mean  to  be  fafe^  we  muft  remove  into  the  heart  of 
•the  Land,  or  carry  the  war  ftuther  off. 
^*  2.  We  muft  not  onely  be  ftrangers  here,  but  we  muft  be  dead  too, 

m^Tcsll\ho^me  ^^'^^  ""^^  *^^  *'^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^'  ^^  "^*^  "°^  ^^^^^  denyourwex,  butow 
nifi  fuperhumanl  Fafions  ^  not  only  contradi<S  the  direft  immediate  perjwafton  to  a  fin,  but 
le  erexericSencc.  alfo  croffe  the  inclination  to  it.  So  long  as  oui"  appetites  are  high  and  full,we 
fliall  never  have  peace  orfafety ,  but  the  dangers  and  infecurities  of  a  full 
war,and  a  potent  Enemy,weare  alwayes  difputing  the  Queftion,ever  ftrug- 
ling  for  life,  but  when  oui"  Paffions  are  killed,  when  our  defires  are  little 
and  low,  then  grace  reigns,  thtnour  life  is  hid  with  Chrifl  in  God.  then  we 
have  fewer  interruptions  in  the  way  of  righteoufneffe,  then  we  are  notfo 
apt  to  be  fupprized  by  fuddain  eruptions  and  tranfportation  of  Paffions, 
-and  our  piety  it  felf  is  more  prudent  and  reafonable,  chofen  with  a  freer 
tledion,  difcerned  with  clearer  underftanding,  hath  more  in  it  of  judge- 
ment then  of  Fancie,  and  is  more  fpirituall  and  Angelicall.  He  that  is  apt 
to  be  angry,  though  he  be  habitually  caiefull,  and  full  of  obfervation,  that 
he  fin  not,  may  at  fome  time  or  other  be  furprized,  when  his  guards  are 
wndiligent,  and  without  a<^uallexpe<Satioiiof  aH  enemy  :  but  if  his  anger 

be 
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be  dead  in  him,  and  the  inclination  lei  cned  to  the  indifferency  and  gentle' 
nelVeof  aChilde,  the  man  dwels  fafe,  becaufe  of  the  in.pcrcncy  of  his 
Enemy  or  that  he  is  reduced  to  obedience,  or  hath  taken  conditions  of 
peace.  He  that  hathrefufed  to  confent  to  aftions  of  uncleannere  to  which 
he  was  fUongly  tempted,  hath  won  avi^ory  by  fine  force,  GOD  hath 
blefled  him  well  i  but  an  opcrtunity  may  betray  him  inftantly,  and  the  fw 
may  be  in  upon  him  nnawares  *,  unlelfealfo  his  defires  be  killed  j  he  is  be- 
trayed by  a  party  within.  Davidwzs  a  holy  perfon,  but  he  was  furprifed  by 
the  fight  of  Bathjheba^  for  his  freer  ufe  of  permitted  beds  had  kept  the  fire 
alive,  which  was  apt  to  be  put  into  aflame  when  fo  fair  a  beauty  refle^ed 
through  hib  eyes.  But  Jcfefh  was  a  Virgin,  and  had  kept  under  all  his  in- 
clinations to  loofer  thoughts  *,  opportunity,  and  command  and  violence, 
and  beauty  did  make  no  breach  upon  his  fpirit. 

He,  that  is  in  the  firftftattof  Pilgrimage,  docs  not  mutiny  againfthis 
Superiours,  nor  publilh  their  faults,  nor  cnvie  their  dignities  j  but  he  that  ^' 

is  dead  to  the  world,  fees  no  fault  that  they  have,  and  when  he  heares  an 
objtiftion,  hebui'iesit  in  an  excufe,  and  rejoyces  in  the  dignity  cf  their 
perfons.  Every  degree  of  mortification  endures  reproof  without  murmure  y 
but  he  that  is  quite  dead  to  the  world  and  to  his  Own  will,  feels  no  regret 
againft  it,  and  hath  no  fecret  thoughts  of  trouble  and  unwillingnefe  to  the 
fullering,  fave  onely  that  he  is  forry  he  deferv'd  ir.  For  fo  a  dead  body  re- 
"  lifts  not  your  violence,  changes  not  its  pofture  you  placd  it  in,  flrikes 
"  not  his  firiker,  is  not  moved  by  your  words,  nor  provoked  by  your 
"  fcorn,  nor  is  troubled  when  you  fhrink  with  horrour  at  the  f  ght  cf  it  > 
"onely  it  will  hold  the  head  downward  in  all  its  fitutions,  unlelTe  it  be 
hindred  by  violence:  and  a  mortified  fpirit  is  fuch,  without  indignation 
againft  fcorn,  without  revenge  againft  injuries,  without  murmuring  at  low 
offices,  not  impatient  in  troubles,  indifl'ei-ent  in  all  accidents,  neither 
tranfpcrted  with  joy,  nor  depreft  with  forrow,  and  is  humble  in  all  his 
thoughts.  And  thus  he  that  is  ^e^^ (faith  the  Apoftle)  hjkfiified  fremfinnes.  -^Wi.  6.  7« 
And  this  is  properly  -jiftate  oflife^  in  which  by  the  grace  of  jESUS  we  are 
rtftoredto  a  condition  of  order  and  intcriour  beauty  in  our  faculties,  our 
anions  are  made  moderate  and  humane,  our  fpirits  are  even,  and  our  nn- 
derftandings  undifturbed. 

For  paflions  of  the  fenfitive  foule  are  like  an  exhalation,  liot  and  dry,  g. 

borne  up  from  the  earth  upon  the  wings  of  a  cloud,  and  detain'd  by  vio- 
lence out  of  its  place,  caufing  thunders,  and  making  eruptions  into  light- 
ning and  fudden  fires.  There  is  a  tempeft  in  the  foule  cf  a  paOionare  n^an, 
and  though  every  wind  dees  not  fhake  the  earth,  nor  rend  trees  up  by  the 
roots,  yet  we  call  it  violent,  and  ill  weather,  ii  it  onely  makes  a  noife  zrA 
is  harmlcfle.  And  it  is  an  inordination  in  the  fpirit  of  a  man  when  his  paf- 
(ions  are  tumultuous  and  mighty,  though  they  do  not  determine  dire(ftly 
upon  a  fin,  they  difcompofe  his  peace,  and  diftiirb  his  fpirit,  and  mkke  ir 
like  troubled  water?,  in  which  no  man  can  fee  his  own  figure,  and  iuft  pro- 
pcrrions ',  and  therefore  by  being  Icfe  a  man,  cannot  be  fo  much  a  Chri- 
ffian,  m  the  niidft  of  fo  great  indifpofitions.  For  although  the  caiife  may 
hallow  the  paffion  (and  if  «i  man  be  very  angry  for  Gods  caufe  it  is  zeale  ^  ^^^^'  5*  ^  3' 
not  fury  )  yet  the  caufe  cannot  fecui'e  the  perfon  from  violence,  tranfporta- 
tion  and  inconvenience.  When  Elijha  was  confulted  by  three  khjgs  con- 
ceri>ing  the  fucceCe  of  their  prcf«nt  expedition ,  he  grew  fo  angry  againft 

idoJa- 
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idolatrous  Jiixam^  and  was  carried  on  to  fo  great  degrees  of  diftiirbance, 
that  when  tor  Jehofl)aphats  fake  he  was  content  to  enquire  of  the  LORD, 
he  called  for  a  minftrell,who  by  his  harmony  might  recompofe  his  difunited 
and  troubled  fpirir,  that  fo  he  might  beapter  for  divination,  Andfome- 
timesthis  leal  goes  belides  the  intention  of  the  man,  and  beyond  the  de- 
grees of  prudent  or  lawfully  and  ingages  in  a  fin ,  though  at  firft  it  was  zeal 
for  religion.  For  fo  it  hapned  in  Mofes^  at  the  waters  ofMajfah  and  Meribah, 
he  fpake  fooljjf^ly-^sindyci:  it  was  when  he  was  zealous  for  GOD  and  extream- 
ly  carefull  for  the  peoples  intereft.  For  his  paflfion  he  was  hindred  from 
entring  into  the  land  ci  promife.  And  we  alfo  if  we  be  not  moderate  and 
well  tempered,  even  in  our  pafTions  for  GOD,  may,  like  Afofes^  break  the 
tables  of  the  Law,  and  throw  them  out  of  our  hinds  with  zeal  to  have 
them  preferved  *,  for  pafTion  violently  fnatches  at  the  conclufion,  but  is  in- 
confidcrate  and  incurious  concerning  the  premifes.The  fumand  purpofeof 
,  .  this.  Difcourfe  is  that  faying  of  our  blelfed  Saviour ,  He  that  xfill  be  my  Dijd- 
MAm.  1 6.2  4.  ^^^^  y^yj  ^^^y,  bimfelfj  that  is,  not  onelydcfires  that  are  linfull,  but  defires,thac 
are  hisowri',  pursuances  of  his  orni  afeBions^  and  violent  motions,  though  to 
things  not  evil,  or  in  themfeives  contagious. 
g^  5.  And  yet  there  is  a  degree  of  mortification  of  fpirit  beyond  this,  for 

the  condition  of  our  fecurity  may  require,  that  we  not  onely  deny  to  a^ 
Qur  tentations,  ortopleafe  our  naturali  delires,  but  alfo  to  feek^opportU" 
mties  of  doing  di^leafure  to  cm  affeSIions^  and  violence  to  our  inclinations  *, 
and  not  onely  to  be  indifferent,  but  to  choofe  a  contradiftion  and  a  denyall 
to  ouF  ftrongeft  appetites,  to  rejoyce  in  a  trouble :  and  this  was  the  fpirit  of 
2.  Cor.  'J, A'     S,  Paul^  I  am  exceeding  jcyfull  in  all  our  tribulations,  and  we  glory  in  it :  which 
JHorn*  5.  3.      joy  confifts  not  in  any  fenfitive  pleafure  any  man  can  take  in  affliiS^ions  and 
adverfe  accidents,bHt  in  a  deffifing  the  prefent  inconveniences,  and  looking 
through  the  cloud  unto  thofe  great  felicities,  and  graces,  and  confignations 
to  glory,  which  are  the  effe<9-s  of  the  Croife.  Knowing  that  tribulation  workr 
eth  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope,  and  hope  maketb  not 
j^j^  ajfjaniedh  That  was  the  inceHtiue  of  5.  Vauls  joy  ',  and  therefore  as  it  may 

confift  with  any  degree  of  mortification  to  pray  for  the  taking  away  of  the 
Crofie,upon  condition  it  may  confift  with  Gods  glory,  and  our  ghofHy  pro- 
fit ',  fo  it  is  properly  an  ad  ef  this  vertue  to  pray  for  the  Crofie ,  or  to  meet 
it,if  we  underftand  it  may  be  for  the  intereft  of  the  fpirit.  And  thus  S.  Baftl 
prayed  to. God  to  remove  his  violent  pains  oiheadacb;  bat  when  God  heard 
him,and  took  away  his  paine,and  /«/?  came  in  the  place  of  it ,  he  prayed  to 
God  to  reft  ore  him  his  headach  againe ',  that  croife  was  gaine  and  joy,  when 
tberemovall  of  it  was  fo  full  of  danger  and  temptation?  and  this  the  Mafters 
of  fp.irituall  life  call  being  crucify ed  with  Chriji',  becaufeas  CHRIST  chofe 
the  death  ,  and  dcfired  it  by  the  appetites  of  the  fpirit,  though  his  flefh 
fmarted  under  it ,  and  groaned.and  dyed  with  the  buiden ',  fo  doe  all  that 
are  thus  mortified,  they  place  misfortunes  and  fadnclTesaniongft  things 
eligil>Ie,and  fet  them  before  the  eyes  of  their  defire  :  although  thetiellvind 
the  def  res  of  fenfe  are  fadious  and  bold  againft  fuch  fufterings. 

Of  thefc  three  degrees  of  interiour  or  fpirituall  mortification*,  the  f  rft,  is 
iluty ;  the  fecond  is  counfell,  and  the  third  is  perfeBion  *,  We  finne,if  we  have 
not  the  firft  i  we  are  in  danger  without  the  fecond,  but  without  the  third  we 
cannot  be  perfe^^as-cur  heavenly  Father  is'f  but  ihall  have  more  of  human  in- 
firmities to  be  afharaedof,  then  can  beexcufed  by  the  accrefencies  and 

con- 
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fondicion  of  our  nature  i  the  firft  is  onely  of  abfoliite  neceflity  j  the  fecond  ^xbttf<ntuif  «- 
is  prLidenc,and  of  greateft  convenience :  but  the  third  is  excellent  and  per-  W  t«;  vKikh  «- 
fed.  And  it  was  the  confideration  of  a  wife  Man,  that  the  faints  in  heaven,  xs^Ja;  }t^  tb  ^n- 
who  underftand  the  excellent  glories  and  vaft  diflerences  of  ftate,  and  ca-  7»«r5f  au>^:^* 
pacities  amongft  beatified  perfons,  although  they  have  no  envy  nor  forrows,  ■n\»'Tzy.e  5  t-'c 
yet  if  they  were  upon  earth  with  the  fame  notion  and  apprehenlions  they  luH^tivluitU' 
have  in  heaven,  would  not  for  all  the  world  loofe  any  degree  of  glory ',  yaxjia?77f  vf'^ 
but  mortifie  to  the  greateft  eminency^  that  their  glory  may  beaderiva- Iwya-Hapl/zoiarrir 
tion  of  the  greateft  ray  of  light  j  eveiy  degree  being  of  compenfation  i7Txty*iiy^<rx'  rot- 
glorious,  and difproportionably  beyond  the  inconfiderable  troubles  of  the  TrxJTTi^vyA.dffii 
greateft  felf  denyull.  GODS  purpofe  is?  that  we  abftain  from  (in ,  there  is  ;^  ax»-3-«a  fj^xi- 
no  more  in  the  commandment ;  and  therefore  we  muft  deny  our  felves,  fo  as  ?-«  u-n^-^ali^dij' 
not  to  admit  a  fin,  under  pain  of  a  certain  and  eternall  curfe  ',  but  the  »  ^h  uudpla* 
other  degrees  of  mortification  are  by  accident  fo  many  degrees  of  vertuc  '-,  to,  7ra^vi^oc,i. 
not  being  enjoy ned  or  counfelled  for  themfelves,  but  for  the  preventing  ^Xiw.  «3  r/^«~- 
of  crimes,  and  for  fecurities  of  good  life  j  and  therefore  are  parrs c,  eiS^lv<^vce 
and  offices  of  Chriftian  prudence ,  which,  whofoever  fhall  pofitively  re-  ly^cn  t^cshtc- 
jcd",   is  neither, much  in   love  with  vertue,  nor  carefull  of  his  own  ^',«. ///g roc/. 

f^^^ty.  in  Pythag 

S.  Eonavent, 
Tanta n  gloriam  o.r.ni  hora  negiigi.nus,  quanta  bona  interim  facerepofTcmu^  fionofe  can  cianfi[,ii;ust 

2.  But  Mortification  hath  alfo  fomc  defignes  upon  the  body.  For  the  11. 

body  is  the  fhop,  and  forge  of  the  foul,  in  which  all  her  defignes  whtch 
are  tranfient  upon  externall  objed-s,  are  framed ',  and  it  is  a  good  fervant, 
as  long  as  it  is  kept  in  obedience,  and  under  difcipline,  but  he  that  bieeds 
his  fervant  delicately,  mil  finde  him  contumacious  and  trcublefome,  bold  and  ^^'^i'-  2^.  21. 
confident,  as  his  fon  j  and  therefore  S.  Pauls  pradife,  (  as  hjmfelf  gives  ac-       ^ 
count  of  it  )  was  to  keep  his  body  under,  and  bring  it  into  fubje^Hon,  leaft  «  ^    '  ^'  ^'^* 
he  Jhould  become  a  CaftanP4y  ',  for  the  defires  of  the  body  are  "in  tl:e  fame  "^T"  ,'  ^' 
things,  in  which  themfelves  are  fatisfied,  fo  many  injuries  to  the  foul  ^  be-  f  p!^    ^*  ^* 
caufe  upon  every  one  of  the  appetites  a  reftralnt  is  made,  anda  lav/ i       ^^" ''• 
placed  for  fcntinell,  that  if  we  tranfgrefle  the  bounds  fixt  by  the  divine  ^4-  ■»• 
Comnjandment,  it  becomes  a  finne :  now  it  is  hard  for  us  to  keep  them 
within  compalTe,  becaufe  they  are  little  more  then  agents  meerly  naturall,. 
and  therefore  cannot  interrupt  their  ad,  but  covet  and  defire  as  much  as 
they  can  without  fufpenfion  or  coercion,  but  wliat  comes  from  witliout, 
which  is  therefore  the  more  troublefome  j  becaufe  all  fuch  refiraints  are 
againft  nature ,    and  without  fenfuall  pleafure.     And  therefore   this  is 
that,  that  S.Paul  faid,  when  we  were  in  the  flejl?,  the  paffions  of  jlnnes  ^^^•7-  5- 
which  were  by  the  Law,  did  worke  in  our  members  to  bring  forth  jruit  un- 
to Death.     For  thefe  pleafures  of  the   body  draw  us  as  loadftones  draw 
iron ,  not  for  love ,    but  for  prey  and   nutriment  •,    it  feeds  upon  the 
iron,  as'the  bodily  pleafures  upon  the  life  of  thefpirit,  which  is  lelTened, 
and  impaired  according  as  the  gufts  of  the  flefh  grow  high  and  fapid. 

He  that  feeds  a  lyon  muft  obey  him,  unleffe  he  make  his  den  to  be  h^s  1 2. 

prifon  :  our  lufts  are  as  wilde,  and  as  cruel  beafts,  and  unleRe  they  feel'  the  M^x^^'.-  t^i  /jUf 
load  of  fetters  and  of  lawes,  will  grow  unruly  and  troublefome,  and  ii<i-^yci^x»r 
mcreafe  upon  us,  as  we  give  them  food  and  fatisfadlon  ■,  he,  that  is  W.  j»c/V,«c 
i:.cd  to  drmk  high  wines,  is  fick  if  he  hath  not  his  propoition  10  ^^\%v»'.  Ifocra. 

what  ad  Demonic,  . 
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what  degree  focver  his  cuftome  hath  brought  his  appetite  ?  and  to  fonie 
men,  Temperance  becomes  certain  death,becaiire  the  inordination  of  their 
defires  hath  introduced  a  cuftome,  and  cuftome  hath  increafed  thofe  appe- 
tites, and  made  them  almoft  naturall  in  their  degree*,  but  he  that  hath 
been  ufed  to  hard  diet,  and  the  pure  ftream  *,  his  refrefhments  are  much 
within  the  limits  of  temperance,  and  his  dcfiresas  moderate  as  his  diet. 
"  S.  Jerome  affirms  that,to  be  continent  in  the  fkate  of  widowhood  is  harder, 
"  then  to  keep  our  virgin  pure  :  and  there  is  reafon,  that  then  the  appetite 
fhould  be  harder  to  be  reihained ,  when  it  hath  not  been  accuftomed  to  be 
denyed,  but  fatisfied  in  its  freer  foilicitations.  When  a  fontinell  is  once 
opened,  all  the  fymbolicall  humours  run  thither,  and  ifiue  our,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  ftopped  without  danger,unleITe  the  humour  be  purged  ordiverted:So 
is  the  fatisfadion  of  an  impure  delire,  it  opens  )the  ifiue  and  makes  way  for 
the  emanation  of  all  impmitie,  and  un4efic  the  defire  be  mortified,  will  not 
be  ftopt  by  purpofes  and  eafy  defires. 
1 5,  Since  therefore  the  body  is  the  inftrument  of  fins,  the  fewel  and  the  in- 

centive, our  mortification  muft  reach  thither  aifo,  at  lealt  in  fom.e  degrees, 
oi'  it  will  be  to  fmall  purpofe  to  think  of  mortifying  our  fpirit  in  fome  in- 
ftances  of  temptation  *,  In  vain  does  that  man  think  to  keep  his  honour  and 
chaftity,that  invites  his  luft  to  an  aftivenelTe  by  foft  beds  and  high  diet,  and 
idlenefie  and  opportunity  *,  make  the  fouls  inflrum.ent  unapt,  and  half  the 
work  is  done.  And  this  is  true  in  all  inftances  of  carnality  or  naturall  de- 
fires •■,  whofe  fcene  lies  in  the  lower  region  of  paffions,  and  are  afted  by  the 
body  j  but  the  operation  of  the  cure  muft  be  in  proportion  to  the  defigne  j 
as  the  mortification  of  the  fpirit  is  in  feverall  degrees :  fo  the  mortification 
of  the  body  alfo  hath  its  fcverall  p^rts  of  prudence,  injun(ftion  and  neceOl- 
ty.  For  the  prefcribing  all  forts  of  mortifications  corporall,  indefinitely 
and  indifcriminately  to  all  perfons,  without  fepai-ation  of  their  ends,  and 
diftinft  capacities  Is  a  fnare  to  rsens  Confciences ,  nuikes  religion  imperti- 
nently troublefome?  occafions  fome  men  to  glory  in  corporall  aufteritie,  as 
if  of  it  felf  it  were  an  a<S:  of  piety,  and  adiflinftion  of  the  man  from  the 
more  imperfe<S perfons  of  the  world,  and  is  all  the  way  unreafonable  and 
inartificiall, 
,14  I .  Therefore  fuch  whofe  ingagments  in  the  world  or  capacities  of  perfon 

Huicepulsyi-  Confine  them  to  the  lov/eft  and  firft  ftep  of  mortification,  thofe  who  fight 
ciflTc  fa  rem  mag-  onelv  for  life  and  liberty,  not  for  priviledges  and  honour,  that  areinper- 
niqi  pt-nates  petuall  conteflation  and  clofe  fightings  with  fin,  it  is  necefiary  that  their  body 
e"2mt°I4^pre-  ^Ifo  be  7K3rt7JTecf  in  fuch a  degree,that  their  defires  tranfport  them  not  beyond 
tiafaq]  vellis  the  permiifions  of  divine  and  humane  Laws ;  let  fuch  men  be  ftrid:  in  the 
liircan  mer.bra  rules of  Temperance  and  fobriety,  bechafi:  within  the  laws  of  marriage, 
iHper  K  oTaiii  cherifli  their  body  to  preferve  tbeir  health,  and  their  health  to  fcrve  GOD, 
T?idux*irtfto^av.  ^^^  to  do  their  offices :  to  thefe  perfons  the  befr  infrruments  cS.  difcipline 
Dw^  Cacone  dixit*  are  the  Arid  laws  of  Teroperance,denying  all  tranfgreffions  of  the  appetite 
2.ucanus,&d«e-  boylingover  its  niargentand  proper  limit,  affiduous  prayer  and  obfervation 
^"^^"1:,    .  of  the  publike  kws  of  fafting,  which  are  framed  fo  moderate  and  even  as 

inTontemde-  ^^  ^^  propoitionahle  to  the  common  manner  of  living  of  perfons  fccular 
fceftdere  caaos  and  incumbred.  For  though  many  perfons  of  common  imploymems  and 
pailus  erar ,  p  .-e-  even  manner  of  living  have  in  the  midft  of  worldly  avocations  undertaken 
liamq,  genis  in-  aufterities  very  riKle  and  rigorous,  yet  it  was  in  crder  to  a  higher  mortifi- 
«f «kere  barbaiv  ^^^^^^  ^f  gpjr  jj.  -^  ^nd  it  is  alfo  necelfary  they  fliould,  if  eirha  naturally,  or 

habitually, 
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habimally,  or  cailly  they  fuffer  violent  tranfportation  of  pafTions :  for  (ince 
the  occafions  of  anger  and  difturbance  in  the  world  frequently  cccurrc,  if 
fuch  pafPions  be  not  retrained  by  greater  violence,  then  is  competent  to  the 
ordinary  offices  of  a  moderate  piety,  the  cure  is  weaker  then  the  huntour, 
and  fo  leaves  the  work  i mpcrfed". 

2.  But  thisiscoincident  to  thefecond  degree  of  mortification,  for  if  15 

either  out  of  defire  of  a  fjrrher  flep  towards  perfedion ,  or  out  of  the  ne- 
ceffities  of  nature  or  evill  cuftomes  it  be  necelParv  alfo  to  fubdue  our  paf- 
fionsafvreJl  as  thedireft  invitations  tofinne  ,  in  both  thefe  cafes  the  body 
muft  furter  more  auftericies ,  even  fuch  as  direftly  are  ccntrariant  to  every 
paffionatedifturbance,  though  it  be  not  ever  finfull  in  the  inftance.     All 
Mortifiers  muft  abftaine  from  every  diing  that  is  unlawfull ,  but  thefe  that 
they  may  abftaine  from  things  j<«/^/«//,muft  alfo  deny  to  themfelves  fatis- 
fa<^ion  in  things  iawfull  andpleafant  %  and  this  is  in  ajuft  propcrtion  to  the 
cnd,the  fubduing  the  pafTions,  leaft  their  liberty  and  boldnelTe  become  li- 
centious.    And  we  lliall  eafier  deny  their  invportunity  to  fm,  when  v/e  will 
not  pleafe  them  in  thofe  things  in  which  we  may  :  fuch  in  which  the  feare  of 
GOD,and  the  danger  of  our  foules,  and  the  conviftions  of  rcafcn  and  religi- 
on doe  not  immediately  cooperate.     And  this  was  the  pra^-ife  of  David^ 
when  he  had  thirfted  for  the  waters  of  Bethlehem,  and  fom.e  of  his  worthies 
ventured  their  lives  and  brought  if,herefufed  to  drinke  it,  but  poured  h  up- 
en  the  ground  umo  the  Lord^  that  7s,7tbecm^  a  drmk:(>ffer7r:g  unto  the  Lord:   an  o   <rT»j52  tt 
acceptable  oblation,  in  which  he  facriftced  his  ^^//rej  to  GOD,  denying  ^"^'^^'^^'^^' 
hmifclfthefatisfad-ionof  fuch  a  defire,  which  was  naturall  and  innccent, 
favethat  itw^as  foraething  nice,  delicate  and  curious.  Like  this  was  the  aft 
of  the  Fathers  in  the  mountain  A'hria,  to  one  of  which  a  fair  ckifter  of 
dryed  grapes  being  fenr,  herefuied  to  tafte  them,  leaft  he  fhould  be  too  AP"^  ^^^af*- ^n 
fenfualland  much  pleafed,  butfentthem  to  another,  and  he  to  a  third  ^"'^°'- ^=»"<»^^- 
and  the  fame  confideration  tranfmitted  the  prefent  through  all  their  cells', 
till  i  t  came  to  the  frft  man  again;  all  of  them  not  daring  to  concent  their 
appetite  in  a  thing  too  much  delired,  leaft  the  like  impc-rtunicy  in  the  in- 
stance of  a  fin  fhould  prevail  upon  them.  To  thefe  perfons  the  b eft  i n- 
ftrumentscf  Difcipline  are  fubftradions  rather  then  imposition  of  aufte- 
rities-,  let  them  be  great  haters  of  corporallpleafures,  eating  for  neceffity, 
diet  [pare  and  cheap ',  abridging  and  making  fhortthe  opporrunitcs  of  na- 
tui-all  and  permitted  folaces,  ^  refufing  exteriour comforts,  notchooiinff  , 
the  moft  pleafant  ob)e(^,  not  fuftering  delight  to  be  the  end  of  eating,  and  ri^"f '°  '^"''''^ 
thcrfore  feparating  delight  from  it,asmuch  as  prudently  they  may,not  beinjr  vcrit       "'^'' 
too  importunate  withGcd  to  remove  this  gentler  hand  of  paternal  corrcftion  A  r.iis  plma  fe- 
biitiRunng  our  felves  to  patient  fullering,  and  indifferent  acceptation  of  "«^*  t^^r. 
the  CroUe  that  GOD  layes-upon  us  •,  at  no  hand  living  delicately ,  or  curwufly 
or  mpatiently.    And  this  was  the  condition  of  S.  Paul,  futtering  with  c:<cel- 
lent  temper  all  thofe  perfecntions  and  inconveniences,which  the  enemies 
of  religion  loaded  him  withall  j   which  he  called,  bearhg  the  warkes  of  th- 
lord  jESVSmhu  body  :  ^n&  carrying  about  in  his  body  the  dying  or  mortified  2.  Or  4.1c.  . 
iionof  the  Lord  JESVS',  it  was  in  the  matter  of  perfecution,  which  becaufe  Gal  d'V.  - 
Me  bore  patiently,and  was  accuftomed  to  ,  and  he  accepted  with  inditkr- 
TS'^cTrc"'^^!^"""^^^"^"'  ^^^y  were  the  mortifications  and  the  markes  nf 
-'S^  i    '  }.      '\^/^"f  conformity  to  th<^  paflion  of  CHRIST,  and  of  great 
tnttX  and  mtereft  for  the  preventing  fins  by  the  moi-tificatiou  of  his  na?ui  all 
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i^.  3-  But  in  the  pale  of  the  church  there  are  and  have  been  many  tall 

Cedais,  whofe  tops  have  reached  to  heaven  •,  fome  there  are,  that  choofe  af- 
flidions  of  the  body  that  by  turning  the  bent  and  incUnationof  their  af- 
ffed:ions  into  fenfuall  difpleafures,  they  may  not  onely  cut  off  all  preten- 
fions  of  temptation,  but  grow  in  fpirituall  graces,  and  ptrfed:ions  intel- 
led:uall  and  beatify ed.  To  this  purpofe  they  lerved  themfelves  with  the  in- 
ftances  of  fack-cloth,  hard  lodging,  long  fafts,  pernod'ation  in  prayers, 
renunciation  of  all  fecularpolTefTions,  great  and  expenfive  charity,  bodily 
labours  to  great  wearinefe  and  affliction,  and  many  other  prodigies  of  vo- 
luntary fufFering,which  fcripture  and  the  Ecclefiaftical  ftories  do  frequent- 
ly mention.  S.  Lewis  King  of  France  wore  fackcloth  every  day ,  unlefle 
licknefle  hindrod  j  and  S.  Zenobius  as  long  as  he  was  a  Bifhop  •,  And  when 
Severus  Sulpdus  fent  a  fackcloth  to  S.  Paulims  Bifhop  of  Nela^  he  returned 
t©  him  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  difcourfcd  pioufly  concerning  the  ufe  of 
Depo&erunt  fa  corporal  aufterities :  and  that  I  need  not  inl^ancc,it  was  fo  gcnerall  that  this 
^pCflcEcci:-  ^3sby  way  of  appropriation  called  thegamentof  the  Churchy  btc^uk  of  the 
fi«  vcflimentuT,  ^^^^uent  ufe  of  fuch  inftrumentsof  exreriour  mortification,  and  k>  it  was  in 
fijned  eft  ciiici-   Other  inffances.  S.  James  neither  eate  fkfh  nor  drank  wine,  S.  Matthew  lived 
wm  Kuricius.     upon  acorn£,feeds  and  herbs  j  and  amongft  the  elder  Chriftians,fome  rolled 
a^Euiel  2  hift  ^^^"^^^^J^^es  naked  in  fnows,  fome  upon  thorns,  fome  on  burning  coalesj 
c.  22.       *      '  fome  chewed  bitter  pills,  and  mafticated  gummes,  and  lipped  frequently 
b  Clem.  Alex-     OH  horrid  potious,  and  wore  iron  vpon  their  l^in,  and  bolts  upon  their 
•P«^ag.  1, 2.  c.  I  legs,  and  in  witty  torments  excelled  the  cruelty  of  many  of  their  perfe- 
cutors ,  whofe  rage  determined  quickly  in  death ,  and  had  certainly 
lefle  of   torment ,  then  the  tedious  ai!lidions  and  rude  penances  of 
SitTieon  firnamed  Stylites,  But  as  all  great  examples  have  excellencies 
above  the  ordinary  devotions  of  good  people,  fo  have  they  fome  danger  and 
much  confideration. 
r    17.  I.  Therefore  I  confider,  that  thefe  bodily  and  voluntary  felf  afflidions 

can  onely  be  of  ufe  in  carnall  and  naturall  temptations,  of  no  ufe  in  fpiritu- 
all :  for  afcetick  diet,  hard  lodging,  and  fevere  difcipUnes  cannot  bedireftly 
operative  upon  the  fpirit,  but  onely  by  mediation  of  the  body,  by  abating 
its  extravagancies ,  by  fubtrafting  its  mainten^.nce,  by  lelTening  its  tem- 
ptations 7  thefe  may  help  to  preferve  the  foul  chaft,  or  temperate,  becaufe 
the  fcene  of  thefe  fins  lyes  in  the  body ,  and  thence  they  have  their  main- 
sf  g^  ^y^y,^uo  J  ^  tenance,  and  from  thence  alfo  may  receive  their  "^  abatements ',  but  in  a<Si- 
jyjv".^  .  •  rf"  "  ons,  which  are  lelTe  matcriall,  fuch  as  pride,  and  envy,  and  blafphemy  and 
^^''^^.      "impenitence,  and  all  the  kindes  and  degrees  of  malice,  externall  mortiti- 
ixX/  ^^^'^T  cations  dofo  little  cooperate  to  their  cure,  that  often  times  they  are  their 
ittT^^lr^^  ''  §'*e^teft  inflamers  and  incentives,  and  are  like  cordials  given  to  cure  a  cold 
"Antit^^n  ^^^  °^  ^"  ^^"^'  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  work,  but  bring  a  hot  fit  in  its  place  *,  and  be- 

^^*^  •  fides  that  great  mortitiers  have  been  fooncft  affaulted  by  the  fpirit  of 
pride,  we  finde  that  great  fafters  are  naturally  angry  and  cholerick. 
S.  H'lerom  found  it  in  hinifeif,  and  Kuffims  felt  fome  of  the  etie<fts  of  ir,  and 
therefore  this  laft  part  of  corporal  mortitication,and  the  choofing  fuch  afni- 
ftions  by  a  voluntai-y  impofltion  is  at  no  hand  to  be  applied  in  all  careE,but 
m  cafes'ofluftonly  and  intemperance  oi"  naturall  impatience,or  fuch  crimes 
which  dwell  in  the  fenfes,  and  then  it  alfo  would  be  conlidered,  whether  or 
HO  any  fuch  aufterities  which  can  confift  with  health  will  do  the  work  *,  fo 
long  as  the  body  is  in  health,  it  will  da  its  otiices  of  natwe  h  if  it  is  nor  in 

<keak^ 


AND  CORPORAIL    AUSTERITIES.  Dilc.  f        I2> 

health,  ic  cabinet  do  all  ofltces  of  giac^,  nor  many  of  our  calling  *,  and  aSk;^  5  ?» )^ 
therefore  although  they  may  do  fonic  advantages  to  perfons  tempted  with  to?  tmkto?  lyf- 
the  lowcft  fins,  yet  it  were  bettei"  that  the  mortihcation  of  the  fpirit,  to  the  tr^mtxac  ^xwt- 
greateft  and  moft  pcrfcd  purpofes  were  fet  upon  by  means  f|>iritual  and  of  ««» U  wiiw  *V 
immediate  eftkacy  \  for  tney  are  the  loweft  operations  of  the  foul,  vAich  ^rtf  ifCit 
are  moved  and  produced  by  anions  corporall  *,  the  foul  may  from  thofe  be-  4wix«f<C«rM,  SV 
come  luftfull  or  chaft, cheerful  or  fad,  timcrous  or  confident  j  but  yet  evea  Ww>«f  «?«»>»«« 
in  thefe  the  foul  receives  but  feme  difpofitions  thence,and  more  forward  in-  x^  -n'tou  iv*  r »^c 
clinations  *,  but  nothing  from  the  body  can  be  xjfierative  in  the  begetting  dtjix***  '«'•»•- 
•r  incrcafeof  charit)',  or  the  love  of  GOD,  or  devotion,  or  in  mortifying  y,f^^9wn  \   ^C- 
fpirituail  and  iRtellc^Hall  vices :  and  therefore  thofe  greater  ptrfeftiow,  7,  ^,  /«,^ 
and  heights  of  the  foul,  fuchas  are  defigned  in  this  higheft  degree  of  morti-  r^^^u  tuXtum^ 
fication  are  not  apt  to  be  enkindled  by  corporall  aufterities,  and  therefore  „f  ti^u  ^/t^ 91- 
"  Niirinus  in  Lumn  findes  fi^lt  with  thofe  Phylofophers,  who  thought  ver-  ^^,7,^  01  \  va- 
"  tue  is  be  purchafed  by  cutting  the  fkinwith  whips,  bindmg  the  nerves,  ^jftg*;  r,^^ 
*^  razing  the  body  with  iron :  but  he  taught  that  vertue  is  to  he  placed  in  ."^  r«c^<>«wi 
*' the  mind  by  anions  internall  and  irumateriall  and  that  from  thence  re-  i«r»»  yaem'-t,V- 
''  mediesare  to  be  derived  againft  perturbations  and  adions  criminall.  And  „f, ;;,  ej^„  ,i  '" 
t-his  is  determined  by  the  Apoftle  in  faireft  intimation,iWiorf//y  therefore  your  ^.^^  ^j> 
earthly  members ;  and  he  inftances  in  carnall  crimes,  fornkatmyuncleannefe,  Zo'n     '*  " 
inordinate  afeftion^evilconcupifeence^,  and  covetoufneffe,  which  arc  things  may  T^''"^r'Tlf 
be  fomething  abated  by  corporall  mortifications,  and  that  thefe  are  by  di-  V''^'  ^  ^** 
iihid  manner  to  be  helped  from  other  more  fpirituall  vices,  he  addes,  but  ™"'  ^  •'w^ 
mnv  therefore  pMt  of  all  the fe^  anger  ^wrath^  malke^  blafphemy,  filthy  corrnmnicO'  T^!*''*'^'  ,- 
tionznd  lying:  to  both  thefe  forts  of  fins,  mortification  being  thegenerall  ^  /  ^  f'^i^'^"^ 
remedy,  particular  applications  are  to  be  made,  and  it  muft  be  onely  fpi-  ut  clrt«jredi 
rituall  or  alfo  corporall  in  proportion  to  the  nature  of  the  fins :  he  feems  to  masfemim  pati- 
diftinguifh  the  remedy  by  feparation  of  the  nature  of  the  crinies,  and  poffi-  eris  Sc  igocs 
bly  alfo  by  the  differing  words  of  [  mortify  1  applied  to  carnall  fins,  and  ^^'^a"«c  'i**"* 
[  put  off  J  to  crimes  fpirituall.  ^^^^  ^^"^^'^  ^- 

2.  But  in  the  leffer  degrees  of  mortification  in  order  to  fubduing  of  all  Utva'cat  anim« 
pafTionsof  the  fenfitive  appetite,  and  the  confequent  and  fymbolicall  fins,  quicqaantoic 
*  bodily  aufterities  are  of  good  ufe,  if  well  underftood  and  prudently  un-  '^'''^  ncg^bis 
dertaken  *,  to  which  purpofe  I  alfo  confider.  No  ads  of  coiporall  aufieriry  ^»«ep^7i^^ 
or  eyrernall  religion  areof  themfelves  to  be  cfteenied  holy  or  acceptable  to  ^''^** 
GOD  ',  are  no  where  precifely  commanded,  no  inftrumcnts  of  union  with  '^^'^^  ri 
CHRIST,  no  immediate  parts  of  divine  worfhip*,  and  therefore  to  fuffer  ^"'tw. 
corporal  aufterities  with  thoughts  determining  upon  the  exrernall  adion  or  '^»<»vctte*''«' 
imaginations  of  fandity  inherent  in  the  adion  isagainfr  the  purity,  the  fpi-  ^^»pnc  p's^ty^K 
rituality,and  fimplicity  of  the  Gofpel.  And  rhis  is  the  meaning  of  S.  Paul^          TS. 
Itnagoedthingthattheheartbe  efiablijbedrfith  grace^  not  with meates^  which  Clem.  Alex, 
have  not  profited  them^  which  walked  in  them  ;  and,  the  k^ngdome  of  ODD  confifls  Pjtdag.  2. 
mt  in  meat  anddrink,but  in  rigbteoufneffe  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  holy  Ghofl.  And  Hebr.  1 5.  ^. 
bodily  exercife  profiteth  little^  butgndlinejfeis  prcfitabk  unto  all  things.  Now  \( Rom.  14. 17* 
externall  mortifications  are  not  for  themfelves ,  then  they  are  to  receive 
their  eftimare  as  they  cooperate  te  the  endy  Whatfoever  isaprudewt  re- 
llraintof  an  extravagant  paiTion,  whatfoever  is  adircd  denial!  of  a  fin, 
wharfoever  makes  provifion  for  the  fpirit,  or  withdrawes  the  fuel  1  firom 
the  impirc  fires  of  carnality ,  that    is  an  ad    of  mortification  y    but 
i«hofe  aufterities  whidi  Waal's  Priefts  did  ufe,  or  the  Flagellantes ^  an 
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ignorant  faftlon  that  went  up  and  down  villages  v/hipping  themfelves,  ck 
thofe  which  return  periodically  on  a  fet  day  of  Difcipline ,  and  u'ing 
rudenefles  to  the  body  by  way  of  ceremony  and  folenmty,  not  direded 
againft  the  ad:uaUincurrion  of  a  pungent  luft  are  not  wirhm  the  verge  of 
the  grace  of  moi-tification.  For  unlefle  the  temptation  to  a  camall  tin  be 
adually  incumbent  and  prefTmg  upon  the  Soul,  pains  of  infliftion  and 
fmartdo  no  benefit  toward  fupprefringthe  habit  or  inclination  ;  for  fuch 
fliai-p  difciplines  are  but  lliort  and  tranfient  troubles  j  and  although  they 
take  away  the  prefent  fancies  of  a  temptation,  yet  unlelTc  it  be  ralli  and 
uncharitable  there  is  no  efted  remanent  upon  the  body  but  that  the  tem- 
ptation may  fpeedily  return.  As  is  the  danger,  fo  muft  be  the  application 
of  the  remedy  ',  a(ftuall  feverities  are  not  imprudently  undertaken  in  cafe  of 
imnunent  danger,  but  to  cure  an  habituall  luft,  fuch  corporall  mortificati- 
ons are  moflreafonable,  whofe  efl'ed  is  permanent,  and  which  takes  away 
whatfoeverdoes  minifter  more  fuell,  and  puts  a  torch  to  the  pile. 

But  this  is  altogether  a  difcourfe  of  Chriftian  prudence,  not  of  precife 
duty  and  religion,  for  if  we  do  by  any  means  provide  for  our  indemnity 
and  lecurc  our  innocence,  aU  other  cxteriour  mortifications  are  not  necef- 
fery,  and  they  are  convenient  but  as  they  do  facilitate ,  or  cooperate  to- 
wards the  end.  And  if  thati)c  well  underftood  it  will  concern  us  that  they 
fceufedwith  prudence  and  caution  ,  with  purity  of  intention,  and  with- 
out pride  j  for  fince  they  are  nothing  in  therrifelves,  but  are  hallowed  and 
adopted  into  the  family  of  religious  a<ftions  by  participation  of  the  end^ 
the  doing  them  not  for  themfelves  takes  off  all  complacencie  and  fancy  re- 
fled:ing  from  an  opinion  of  the  externall  anions  j  guides  and  purifies  the 
intention,  and  teaches  us  to  be  prudent  in  the  managing  of  thofe  aufteriv 
ties  which  as  they  are  in  themfelves  affl  idive,  fo  have  in  them  nothing  that 
is  eligible,  if  they  be  imprudent. 

And  nowfuppofing  thefe  premifes  as  our  guide  to  choofe  and  enter  into 
thead:ion,  Prudence  muft  be  called  into  the  execution  and  difchargeof 
it,  and  then»annerof  its  managing  y  and  for  the  prudenriall  part,  I  fhall 
fiFft  give  the  advice  of  Nigr'inus  m  the  difcipline  of  the  old  Philofophers ; 
He  thatvpUl  beft  inftitute  and  inflru^  men  in  the  fiudies  of  venue  and  true  Pbi- 
lofiphy^  rmft  have  regard  to  the  minde^  to  the  body,  to  the  age^  to  the  former  edu- 
cation^and  capacities  or  incapacities  of  the  pnfon',\:o  which  all  fuch  circumftances 
may  be  added  as  are  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  prudent  eftimations ',  fucha« 
are  nationall  cuftomes,  dangers  of  fcandall,  the  prefence  of  other  remedies, 
or  dillDauding  of  the  inclination. 

2.  It  may  alfo  concern  the  prudence  of  this  duty  not  tonegledthe 
finalleft  inadvertencies  and  minutes  of  luft  or  fpirituall  inconvenience, 
kit  to  contradift  them  in  their  weaknelTe,  and  firft  beginnings.  We  fee 
that  great  difturbances  are  brought  from  the  fmalleft  tKrcafions  meeting 
with  an  impatient  fpirit ,  like  great  flames  kindled  from  a  little  fparl^ 
fallen  into  an  heap  of  prepared  nitre.  S.  Attftin  tells  a  ftory  of  a  cer- 
*'tain  perfon  much  vexed  with  flyes  in  the  region  of  his  dwelling,  and 
'*  himfelf  heightned  the  trouble  by  too  violent  and  bufy  refled:ion  up- 
"  on  the  inconfiderablenefrc  of  the  inftrument  ,  and  the  greatnefie  of 
*'  the  vexation  alighting  upon  a  peevifh  fpirit.  In  this  difpofition  he  was 
**  vifired  by  a  Manichee  (  a  haretick,  that  denyed  GOD  to  be  the  maker 
•^of  things  vii'ible:)  he  being  bufy  10  rub  his  infeftion  upon  the  next 
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4*  thing  he  met,  aftcd  the  impatient  perfon  whom  he  thought  to  be  the- 
J-  maker  of  flyes  ?  He  anfwercd,  I  think  the  Devil  was ;  for  they  are  i»fhTi-  • 
'  menrs  of  great  veicstion  and  perpetual  trouble  ,\  what  he  rather  fan* . 
''  cied  then  believed,or  expreffed  by  anger,rather  then  at  all  htad  Cuterrain'd 
"  within,the  Manicliee  confirni*d  by  fuch  aiguments  to  which  his  adverfaiy; 
^  was  very  apt  to  give  confent  bv  reafon  of  his  impatience  and  peevrfhnes. 
"  The  Manichee  having  fet  his  foot  firm  upon  this  firft  breach  proceeded  i« 
"  hji  Qucftion,If  the  Devil  made  Flyes,  why  not  bees,  who  arc  but  a  little 
^  bigger,  and  have  a  fting  too  ?  The  confideraticn  or'  the  fting  made  him  ^ 
''  to  think,  that  the  little  difl^erence  in  bignefie  needed  not  a  diftind:  a»d  a 
"  gi'eater  Efficient,  efpecially  lince  the  Ume  workman  can  mjkc  a  great  as 
'*  well  as  a  little  veflel.The  Manichee  procecded,If  a  Bee  why  not  a  Locaft? 
'*^if  a  Locuft,thcn  a  Lizzard,if  a  Lizzard,rhen  a  Bird,if  a  Bird,  then  a  Larnh^ 
"  and  thence  he  made  bold  fo  proceed  to  a  Cow,  to  an  Elephant,  to  a  Man. 
"  Hisadverfaiy  by  this  time  being  infnared  by  granting  fo  much,  and  now 
"afhamed  not  to  grant  more,Ieft  his  firO:  conce^fTions  flicwld  fcem  unreafon*- 
"  able  and  irupious,confeifed  the  Devil  to  be  the  Maker  of  all  Creatures  vi- 
fible.  The  ufe  which  is  made  of  this  ftory,  is  this  caution,  that  the  Devil  de> 
not  abufe  us  in  Flyes,  and  provoke  our  fpirits  by  trifles  and  impertinent  ac* 
cidents  j  for  if  we  be  unmortified  in  our  fmalleft  motions  it  is  not  fmagina-' 
ble  we  fliould  ftand  the  blaft  of  an  impetuous  accident  and  violent  perturba- 
tion.Let  us  not  therefore  give  our  paffions  courfe  in  a  fmall  accicient,becaufe 
the  inftance  is  inconfiderable  *,  for  though  it  be,  the  confequen.ce  may  be 
dangerous,  and  a  wave  may  follow  a  wave  till  the  inundation  be  generall 
and  defperate.  And  therefore  here  it  is  intended  for  advice^  that  we  be  ob* 
fervant  of  the  accidents  of  our  domeftick  aftairs,  and  curious  that  every  tri* 
fling  inadvertency  of  a  fervant,  or  flight  mifbecoming  ad:ion,  or  imprudent 
words  be  not  apprehended  as  inltruments  of  vexation :  for  fo  many  fmall 
occafions,  if  they  be  produ<^ive  of  many  fmall  difturbances  will  produce  a» 
habitual  churlifhnefle  and  immortitication  of  fpirit. 

5.  Let  ourgreateft  diligence  and  care  be  imployed  in  mortifyiHg  our 
predominant  pafTion ;  for  if  onr  care  be  fo  great,  as  not  to  entertain  the  filial- 
IeO,and  our  ref®lution  fo  ftrong  afld  holy,a6  not  to  be  fubdued  by  the  great" 
eft  znd  moft  paflionate  defires,  the  Spirit  hath  done  all  its  work,  fecures  the 
future,and  fancftifies  the  prefent,and  nothing  is  wanting  but  perfeverance  in 
the  fame  prudence  and  religionjand  this  is  typically  commanded  in  the  prc^ 
cept  of  GOD  to  Afofes  and  Aaron  in  the  matter  of  Peor ',  Vex  the  MidUnitef^ 
hecaufe  they  vexxdyou^md  made  you  fin  by  their  daughters  ',  and  Phmeas  did  foi 
he  kill'd  a  Prince  of  the  houfe  of  SJmeon,znf\  a  Princefle  oL\fidian''^md  GOD 
confirmed  thepriefthood  to  him  forever*,  meaning  that  we  fhall  for  ever 
be  admitted  to  a  neerer  relation  to  GOD,  If  we  facrifice  to  GOD  our  deer^ 
eft  luft ',  and  this  is  not  fo  ^^roperly  an  a^,  as  the  end  of  Mortification', there- 
fore it  concerns  the  prudence  of  die  duty,that  all  the  efficacy  and  violence 
of  it  be  implo^'ed  agamft  tbe.  ftrongeft,  and  there  where  is  die  moft  danger - 
GushoftiJity. 

4.  But  if  we  mean  to  be  Mafters  of  the  field  and  p«t  our  victory  paft  di-  s^ 

fpute,  let  ITS  uiortifie  our  jHoroi^ty  and  narurall  averfatio«s,  rediKing  them 
to  an  iadifltrency^having  in  our  wills  no  fondjielTes,  in  our  fpirits  no  fa^^ion 
of  perfons  or  lutions  :  being  prepared  to  love  all  men,  and  to  endure  ^1 
thii^s,aiid  to  imdertake  all  imployments  which  arc  duty  or  counfell  m  ali 
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circumftanees  and  difadvanwges.  For  the  excellency  of  Evangelical  (an^'ity 
does  furmounc  all  Antipathies,  as  a  veficl  climbs  up,  and  rides  upon  a  wave  *, 
the  Wolf  and  the  Lambjf>aU  cohabit^  and  a  Childejhallpky  and  fHt  his  fingers  in 
the  Cavern  of  an  Affkk,',  nations  whofe  intereft  are  moft  contradit^lory,  muk 
be  knitby  the  comederations  of  a  mortified  and  a  Chriftian  Spirit^and  fingle 
perfons  muft  triumph  over  the  difficulties  of  an  indifpofed  natuie,or  els  their 
©wn  will  is  unmortified,and  nature  is  ftronger  then  can  well  ccnfift  with  the 
dominion  and  abfoiute  empire  of  grace.  To  this  I  reduce  fuch  pecvifh  and 
unhandfomeniceneffes  in  matters  of  reIigion,that  are  unfatisfied,unlefle  they 
have  all  exteriour  circuniftances,  trimm'd  up  and  made  pompous  for  their 
religious  offices,fuch  who  cannot  pray  without  a  convenient  room,and  their 
devotion  is  madea<^ive  onely  by  a  well  built  ehappel,  and  they  cannot  fing 
iauds  without  Church  mufick,  and  too  much  light  diffolves  their  intention, 
and  too  much  dark  promotes  their  melancholy  •,  and  becaufe  thefe  and  the 
like  exteriour  minifteries  are  good  advan tag  es,  therefore  without  them 
they  can  do  nothing,  which  certainly  is  a  great  intimation  and  liknefie  to 
immortification.  Our  will  fhould  be  like  the  Candle  of  the  eye,  without  all 
colour  in  it  felf,that  it  may  entertain  the  fpecies  of  all  colours  from  without : 
aud  when  we  luft  after  mandrakes  and  delicioufnes  of  exteriour  minifteries, 
we  many  times  are  brought  to  betray  our  own  intereft,  and  proftituteour 
deereft  affeftions  to  more  ignoble  and  ftranger  defires.  Let  us  love  all  na- 
tuies,  andferve  all  perfons,  and  pray  in  all  places,  and  faft  without  oppor- 
tunities, and  do  alms  above  our  power,  and  fet  our  fe Ives  heartily  on  work 
to  negleft  and  fruftrate  thofe  lower  temptations  of  the  Devil,  who  will  fre- 
quently enough  make  our  religion  inopportune,  if  we  then  will  make  it  in- 
frequent^ and  will  prefent  us  with  ob)e<^s  enough  and  flyes  to  difquiet  our 
perfons,  if  our  natures  be  petulant,  peevifti,  curious  and  unmortitied. 
^4«  It  is  a  great  mercy  of  G  O  D  to  have  an  aftable,  fweet  and  well  difpofed 

nature,  and  it  does  half  the  work  of  Mortification  for  us  *,  we  have  the  leffe 
trouble  tofubdue  our  pafTions  and  dcftroy  our  lufts.Butthen  as  thofe,whofe 
natures  are  morofe,  cholerick,peevini  and  luftfuH,  have  greater  difficulty,  fo 
is  their  vertue  of  greater  excellence,and  returnd  with  a  more  ample  reward: 
but  it  is  in  all  mens  natures,  as  with  them  who  gathered  Manna,  they  that 
gathered  little  had  no  lack^  and  they  that  gathered  much  had  nothing  over  ',  they 
who  are  of  ill  natures  ftiall  want  ^  no  afTiftance  of  GODS  grace  to  work 
*  N«»o  ^<l^*>  f--  their  cure,  though  their  flefh  be  longer  healing,  and  they  who  are  fweetly 
I'^^^f^'er"' pofiit  tempered,  being  naturally  meek  and  modeft,chafte,or  temperate  will  finde 
yimodo  cMkuTx  work  enough  to  conteft  againft  their  temptations  from  without, though  from 
paticnte.Ti  coa;^  within  poffibly  they  may  have  fcwerjyet  there  are  greater  degrees  of  vertue 
modet  aur.m.      ^^^j  heroical  excellencies,  and  great  rewards  to  which  GOD  hath  defigned 
Uqt.  cp.  I,         ^^^^  ^y  ^Q  f^jj.  (jifpofit-ions,  and  it  will  concern  all  their  induftry  to  mortifie 
their  fpirit,  which  though  it  be  malleable  and  more  duftile,  yet  it  is  as  bare 
and  naked  of  imagery,  as  the  rudeft  and  moft  iron  nature  *.  fo  that  mortifie 
cation  will  be  every  nuins  duty  j  no  nature,  nor  piety,  nor  wifdom,  nor  per- 
feftion  but  will  need  it,  either  to  fubdue  a  luft  or  a  paflion,  to  cat  off  an  oc- 
caiion,  or  to  refift  a  temptation,  to  perfevere  or  to  go  on,  to  fecure  our  pre- 
fent eftate  or  to  proceed  towards  ptrfe^ion.But  all  men  do  not  think  fo. 

For  there  are  fome  who  have  great  peace ',  no  fightings  wi  thin,  no  troubles 
withotit,nodifputesorcontradi<ftions  in  their  fpirit :  but  tkefe  men  have 
the  peace  of  triburaiies  or  a  conquerd  people^  the  gates  of  their  city  .ftand 

open 
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•pen  (\ay  and  night,  thar-'all  the  carriages  may  enter  without  difputing  th^ 
pafie:  the  tiefh  and  the  fpirit  difpute  not,  becaufe  thefpirit  isthere  in 
pupillage  or  in  bonds,  andthefleni  rides  in  triuniph,  with  the  tyranny, 
and  pride  and  inipotency  of  a  female  Tyrant.  For  in  the  fenfc  of  religion 
we  all  are  warriers  orflaues;  either  our  felves  are  ftark  dead  in  trerpafies,aHd 
fins,  or  we  need  to  ftand  perpetually  upon  our  guards  in  continual  ohferva- 
tion,  and  in  conteftation  againfl:  our  lufts  and  our  paffions  i  fo  long  de- 
nying and  contradifting  cur  own  wills,  till  we  will  and  choofe  to  do  things 
againft  our  wills  having  an  eye  alwayes  tothofe  inlinite  fatisfaftions  which 
fhall  glorify  oui'  wills,  and  all  our  faculties,  when  we  arrive  to  that  ftate,  i« 
which  there  fhall  be  no  more  contradiftion,  but  onely  that  our  mortall  ftiaH 
put  on  immortality. 

But  as  fome  have  a  vain  and  dangerous  peace,  fo  others  double  their  ^^' 

trouble  by  too  nice  and  imj^rtinentfcruples,  thinking  that  every  tempta- 
tion is  a  degree  of  immortification  >  as  long  as  we  live  we  fhall  have  to 
do  with  Enemies  ',  but  as  this  life  is  ever  a  ftate  of  imperfe(Jtion,  fothc 
very  defigne  and  purpofe  of  Mortification  is  not  to  take  away  temptations, 
but  to  overcome  them  :  it  endeavous  to  facilitate  the  work,  and  fecure 
ourcondition  by  removing  all  occafions  it  can:  but  the  opportunity  of  a 
crime,  and  the  follicitation  to  a  fin  is  no  fault  of  ours ,  unlelTe  it  be  of 
our  procuring,  or  findes  entertainnvent  when  it  comes  unfent  for.  To 
fttffer  a  tentation  i»  a  mifeiy,  but  if  we  then  fet  upon  the  mortification 
of  k^  it  is  an  occafion  of  verrue,  and  never  is  criminall,  unlefle  we  give 
confent.  But  then  alfo  it  would  be  conf.dered ,  that  it  is  not  goo^oftbr- 
mg  our  felves  to  fire  or  deal  toco  Am  our  innocence,  nor  prudent  to  enter 
into  battel  without  need,  and  to  fhew  our  valour',  norfafe  to  procure 
a  tentation,  that  we  may  have  the  reward  of  mortification  of  it.  For 
Mortification  of  the  fpirit  is  not  commanded,  as  a  duty  finally  refting  iw 
it  felf,  or  imniediately  landing  upon  GODS  glory,  fuch  as  are  afts  of 
charity  and  devotion,  chaftity  aiKi  juftice',  but  itisthegreatinftrument 
of  humility  and  all  other  graces :  and  therefore  is  to  be  undertaken  to  de- 
ftroyafin,  and  to  fecure  a  vertuous  habit  •,  and  befides  that  to  call  on  a 
danger  is  to  tempt  GOD,  and  to  invite  the  Devil,  (  and  no  man  is  fure  of  V'^^  ^^^^'  ^ 
a  victory  •,)  it  is  alfo  great  imprudence  to  create  a  need,  that  we  may  take  ^^'"^**®"' 
it  away  again  *,  to  drink  poyfon  to  nvake  experiment  of  the  antidote  *,  and 
at  the  bett  it  is  but  a  running  back  to  comejuft  to  the  fame  place  again  > 
for  he  that  is  not  tempted,  does  not  fin  ;  but  he  that  invites  a  temptation, 
that  he  might  overcome  it,  ©r  provokes  a  PafTion,  that  he  may  allay  it,  is 
then  but  in  the  lame  condition  after  his  pains  and  his  danger ;  He  was  not 
<lire  he  fhould  come  fo  far. 


o 


The  Prayer. 

Vearefl'  G  OD^  wh  haft  framed  man  of  foul  and  hedy  ^  and  fitted  him. 
whh  facuUks,  (tnd prffpcrtienabk  JnftrHmcnts  toferxc  \bc^  (Kcordmi  to  all 
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6KY  capicitks:  let  thy  Holy  Sprit  rule  and  fan^ifi^  every  power  tnd  mim" 
ber  both  of  foul  and  body ,  that  they  rmy  hep  that  beauteous  order ,  which 
in  our  creation  thou  didfi  intend^  and  to  'which  thm  doeji  rejiore  thy  people 
in  the  renovations  of  grace  that  cur  afe^ions  way  be  guided  by  reafon,  our 
U'lderjianding  vuy  be  enlrghtned  with  thy  word,  and  then  may  guide  and 
perfwade  our  will,  that  we  Jufer  m  violent  tranfportation  of  paffjons^  nor  bt 
overcome  by  a  temptation^  nor  corifent  to  the  impure  folhcitations  of  lufi  ;  that  fin 
may  not  reign  in  cur  mortal  bodies, kut  that  both  bodies^  and  fouls  way  be  conformable 
n  the  fuferings  of  the  holy  JESV  S,  that  in  ou,  bodu  we  may  bear  the. marks 
and  dying  of  our  LO  KV  :  and  in  cur  fpirits  we  may  be  humble  and  mortified^ 
And  like  him  m  all  his  imitableperfe^ions ,  that  we  may  die  tofm  and  live  to  righ" 
tecufneffe,  and  after  our  fufFering  together  with  him  in  this  worlds  we  may  reign 
together  with  him  hereafter,  to  whom  in  the  unity  of  the  mofi  myjierious  Trinity  be 
dlglory  and  domnion  andpraifefor  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


Sqcx.  9. 

OfJESVS  being  baptised ^  and 

going  into  the  rrildernejje  to  be 

tempted. 

^Ow  the  full  time  was  come,  jESUS  took  leave  of  his 
Mother  and  his  trade,  to  begin  his  Fathers  work  and  the 
I  office  Propheticall  in  order  to  tlie  redenipcioia  of  the 
iworld  j  and  when  John  wasbaptiziflginyori^n,  jfESZJS 
\came  to  John  to  be  baptised  of  him.  The  Baptift  had  never 
_;feen  his  face,  becaiife  chey  had  been  .from  their  infancy 
driven  to  feverall  places,  defigned  to  feverall  imployments, 
and  never  met  till  now.  But  immediately  the  holy  Ghoft  iufoircd  S.JoJm 
with  a  difcerning  and  knowing  fpirit,  and  at  his  liifi:  arrivall  ht  knew  him, 
and  dtdhimwcufnip.  Amtwhen  Jefusdefiredto  be  hapUzed,John  forbade  him^ 
faying,  I  have  need  to  be  bapti^^edof  thee  and  corned  thou  to  me?  For  the  Bap- 
tifme  of  John ,  although  it  was  not  a  dire<f^  inftrument  of  the  fpirit  for  the 
collation  of  grace,  nor  chat  we  finde  adminrftred  in  any  form  of  words, 
•  GabrieljSotus,  not  fo  moch  as  in  the  name  of  CHRIST  to  come  (.  as '''  many  dream  )  .be- 
S€OM$,  &c  caufe  even  after  John  had  baptized  the  Pharifees  ft  ill  doubted,if  he  were  the 
Meffias,  which  they  would  not,  if  in  his  form  of  miniftration  he  had  pub- 
lifhed  CHRIST  to  come  ^fter  him :  and  alfo  becaufe  ithadnotbeen 
proper  for  CHRIS  T  himfelf  to  have  received  that  baptifme,  whofe 
form  had  fpecified  himfelf  to  come  hereafter)  yet  it  was  a  eeremo- 
mus  ccTifi^nation  of  the  do^riiie  of  repentance,  which  w^  one  great 
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pflrt  of  the  Covenanr  Evangelical,  and  was  a  Divine  inftirudon,  the  fufcep- 
tionof  icwab  in  order  to  thefuUiHingallrighteoiifnefre,  itwas  aiigneof 
humility,  the  perfons  baptized  confelfed  their  fins ,  itwas  a  fdcrameHtal 
Jifpcfing  to  the  baptifni  of  CHRIST  ',  but  therefore  John  wondered,  why 
the  Megiat,  the  Lanibe  of  GOD,  pin  e  and  without  fpot ,  who  needed  ik)C 
the  abfterfions  of  repentance,  or  the  wafliings  of  baptifme,  lliould  demand 
it,  and  of  him,  a  finner  and  his  fervant. 

But  the  holy  jESUS  who  came  (as  himfelf  in  anfwer  to  the  Bafufts  que- 
ftion  profet!ed)  to  fulfil  all  righteoufneffe  ,  would  receive  that  rite  which 
his  Father  had  inftituted  in  order  to  the  manifeftation  of  his  Sonne. 
For  although  the  Baptjft  had  a  glympfe  of  him  by  the  firft  irradiati- 
ons of  the  Spirit ,  yet  Jehn  profefied  That  he  therefore  came  baptiiing 
with  water ^  that  Jefus  mrght  be  nmifefted  to  Ifrael^  and  it  wasalfo  a  figne 
given  to  the  *Brt])t?/?  himft/lf,  that  on  whom foever  hefaw  the  fpirit  defcend- 
ing  and  remamwg^  he  is  the  perfon  that  baptiT^eth  with  the  hoIyOhoft.  And 
GOD  choie  to  aftuate  the  figne  at  the  waters  of  Jordan  in  great  and  religi- 
ous aPemblics  conven'd  there  at  Johns  b^iptifme  ,  and  therefore^  E  S  U  S 
came  to  be  baptized,  and  by  this  baptifme  became  known  to  /o/?n(v/h9 
as  before  he  gave  to  him  an  indifcriminate  teftimony,  fo  now  he  poin- 
ted out  the  perfon  in  his  Sermons  and  difcourfes.)  He  was  now  manifeft 
to  Ifrael ,  he  confirmed  the  baptifiiie  oi  John ,  he  fanftified  the  water  t« 
become  facramental  and  minifteriul  in  theremifTion  of  fins,  and  he  did  in 
^  fymbol  purifie  humane  nature,  whofe  dains  and  guilt  he  had  undertaken. 

As  foon  as  John  had  performed  his  miniftery,  and  Jcfus  wm  baptJT^ed^ 
he  prayed  and  the  heavens  were  opened  and  the  air  clarified  by  a  new  and  5* 

glorious  light,  and  the  holy  Ghoft  in  the  vifible  reprefentment  of  a  Dove 
alighted  upon  his  facrcd  head,  and  GOD  the  Father  gave  a  voice  from 
Heaven,  faying.  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son^  in  whom  I  amwellpleafed-  This 
was  the  inauguration  and  proclamation  of  the  Mejjias^  when  he  be- 
gan to  be  the  Great  Prophet  of  the  New  Covenant.  And  this  was 
the  greateft  meeting  that  ever  was  upon  earth,  where  the  v/hole  Cabi- 
net of  the  myfterious  Trinity  was  opened,  and  fliewn,  as  much  as  the 
capacities  of  our  prefentimperfedionswill  permit  ••  thefecond  perfon  in  < 
the  veil  of  humanity,  the  third  in  the  fliape  of  a  Dove,  but  the  firft  kept  '  ^a 
his  primitive  ftate,  and  as  to  the  Ifraehtes  he  gave  notice  by  way  of 
caution,  yefaw  mjhape^  but  ye  heard  a  voice  ^  fo  now  alfo  GOD  the  Father 
gave  teftimony  to  his  holy  Son,  and  appeared  onely  in  a  voice,  without 
any  vifible  reprefentment. 

When  the  rite  and  the  folemnity  was  over ,  CHRIST  afcended  up  out .  4.     ' 

©f  the  waters,  and  left  fo  much  vertue  behinde  him,  that,  as  Oregoriui  Cap.17.de gU' 
Turonenfis  reports ,  that  creek  of  the  River ,  where  his  holy  body  had  ria  Martyr^ 
been  baptized,  was  indued  with  a  healing  quality,  and  a  power  of  curing 
Leper*,  that  bath'd  themfelves  in  thofe  waters  ,  in  thefaith  and  with  ia- 
Tocation  cf  the  hcly  Name  ef  JESUS.  But  the  manifeftation  of  this  power 
was  not  till  afterwards ,  for  as  yec  JESUS  did  no  miracles. 

As  foon  as  ever  the  SAVIOUR  of  the  World  was  baptized  ,  had  5- 

opened  the  heavens ,  which  yet  never  had  been  opened  to  Man,  and  was 
declared  the  Sonne  of  GOD,  jESUS  was  by  the  Spitit  driven  into  the 
Wi!dernei!e,  sot  by  an  unnatural  violence,  but  b^  the  eflncacies  of  infpira- 
Vtofi,  and  a  fupernatural  inclination  and  a^ivity   of  refolution  j  for  it 

I  4  wasft 
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was  the  holy  fpirk  that  bore  him  thither,  he  wa?  lead  by  the  good  Spirit, 
to  be  teR-pted  by  them/,  whicheralfohewas  pleaied  to  retire  to  make 
demonftration  that  even  in  an  active  life ,  fuch  as  he  was  defigned  to 
and  intended  ?  foiiie  recef^es  and  temporary  diniiiTions  of  the  world  are 
moft  eyptdient ,  for  fuch  perfons  cfpecially  whofe  office  is  Prophetical!, 
and  for  inftitution  of  others  ?  that  by  fuch  vacancies  in  prayer  and  contem- 
plation! they  may  be  better  enabled  to  teach  other£,when  they  have  ih  fuch 
retirements  converfed  with  God. 
^  In  the  Deferr,  which  was  four  miles  from  the  place  of  his  Baptifmc,  and 

about  twenty  miles  from  Jerufalem ,  as  the  common  computations  are, 
he  did  abide  fourty  dayes ,  and  fourty  nights,  where  he  was  perpe- 
tually difturbed  and  aflauked  with  evil  fpirtts,  in  the  midft  of  wilde 
beafts ,  in  a  continual!  faft  without  eating  bread  or  drinking  water  j  und 
the  Angels  rmniflred  to  h'lw^  beii^  Melfengers  of  comfort  and  fuftentatioH 
fcfit  from  his  Father  for  the  fupport  and  fervice  of  his  humanity,  and  imploy- 
cd  inrefiftinganddifcountenancingthe  aflaultsand  temporal!  hoftiliticsof 
the  fpirits  of  darknefie. 

Whether  the  Devils  appeared  in   any  horrid  and  affrighting  ftiapes 
^  is  not  certain  j  but  it  is  more  likely,  to  a  perfon  of  fo  great  fdnd:ity 

and  high  defignation  they  would  appear  more  Angelical  and  imma- 
leriall ,  in  reprefentments  intelleftuall ,  in  words  and  idea's,  temptations 
and  inticements,  becaufe  JESUS  was  not  a  perfon  of  thofe  low  weaknelfes 
to  be  afiVighted  or  troubled  with  an  ugly  phantafme  >  which  can  do  no- 
thing but,  abufe  the  weak  and  iniperfeft  conceptions  of  perfons  nothing 
extraordinary.  And  this  was  the  way  which  Satan  or  the  Prince  of  the 
Devils  took,  whofe  temptations  were  referved  for  the  laft  afiault,  and 
the  great  day  of  trial! ,  for  at  the  expiration  of  his  fourty  dayes ,  ]  E- 
SUS  being  hungry,  the  tempter  invited  him  onely  to  eat  bread  of  his  owii 
providing  ,  which  might  refrefh  his  humanity  and  prove  his  Divinity  ,  ho- 
ping that  his  hunger,  and  the  defire  of  convincing  the  Devil,  might  tempt 
him  to  eat  before  the  time  appointed.  But  Jefu^  anfrfered^  It  is  written  Man 
Pi  all  not  live  by  Bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedes  out  of  the  nmth 
of  God. 
^  The  Devil  having  failed  in  this  alfauk,  tryes  him  again,  req«iring  but 

a  demonftration  of  his  being  the  Son  of  GOD.  He  fets  him  upon  a  pinacle 
ofthe  Temple,  and  i-nvites  him  to  throw  hi mfelf  down ,  upon  a  pretence 
that  GOD  would  fend  his  Avgeh  tokct^hh  Son,  and  quotes  Scripture  for 
it:  but  JESUS  underftocd  it  well  j  and  though  hewasfccm'd  of  GODS 
proted^ion ,  yet  he  would  not  tempt  GOD,  nor  follicite  his  providence  to 
a  dereli(ftion  by  tempting  him  to  an  unnecelTary  confervation.  This  alTaulc 
was  filly  and  weak.  But  at  laft  he  unites  all  his  power  of  flratagem  ,  and 
places  the  holy  jESUS  upon  an  exceeding  high  Mountain,  and  by  an  An- 
gelical power  draws  intoone  Center  Species  and  idea's  from  all  the  King- 
doms and  glories  ofthe  Wcrld ,  and  makes  an  admirable  Map  of  beauties, 
and  reprefents  it  to  the  eyes  of  jESUS,fayiHg,  that,  all  that  was  put  into 
Im  power  to  give,  and  he  would  give  it  him,  if  he  would  fall  down  and  worjtJip 
him.  But  then  tlie  holy  Lamb  was  angry  as  a  provoked  Lion?  and  comman- 
ded him  away,  when  his  temptations  were  violent  and  his  demands  impu- 
dent and  blafphemous.  'then  theVeuilleavethhJnu  and  the  Angels  came  and 
mnifired  unto  himyhmgmg  futh  things  as  his  necefiities  rcquiied^after  he  hgd 

by 
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hyafourty  dayes  faft  dnne  penance  for  our  fms,  and  confignM  to  his 
Church  the  doarine  and  difcipliue  of  fafting,  in  order  to  a  contemplative 
life,  and  the  refifting  and  overcoming  all  the  temptations  and  allurements 
of  the  Devil,  and  all  our  ghoftly  enemies. 

Ad.  Sc(k.  9. 

Confiderations  upon  the  bapi%ing^  fifi^^^-)  ^^^ 

temptation  of  holy  JESVS  by  the  DemL 

^Hen  the  day  did  break,  and  the  Bapiji  was  bufie  in  his  offices,  the  I. 

%  SunofRighteoufneffcfoon  entred  upon  our  Hemifphere :  andaf- 
...i'  ter  he  had  lived  a  life  of  darknefle  and  filence  for  thirty  yecrs  to- 
'^'^  gether,  yet  now  that  he  came  to  do  the  greateft  wcrk  in  the 
World,  and  to  minifter  in  the  moft  hoiiourable  EmbafPie ,  he  would  do 
nothing  of  Angularity ,but  fulfil  all  righteoufnefle  and  fatisfie  all  Commands, 
and  joyn  in  the  common  rites  and  Sacraments ,  which  all  people  innocenE 
or  penitent  did  undergo,  either  as  deleteries  of  fin  or  inftruments  of  grace. 
For  fo  he  would  needs  be  baptized  by  his  fervant  j  and  though  he  was  of 
purity  fufficient  to  do  it,and  did  a^uaHy  by  his  baptifm  purifie  the  purifier, 
and  fandifie  that,  and  all  other  ftreams  to  a  holy  miniftery  and  efled^,  yec 
he  went  in,  bowing  his  head  like  a  finner ,  unclothing  himfelf  like  an  im- 
perfed  perfon,  and  craving  to  be  waflit ,  as  if  he  had  been  crufted  with  an 
impure  leproufie,  thereby  teaching  us  to  fubmit  our  felves  to  all  thofe  rites 
which  he  would  inftitute  j  and  although  fome  of  them,  be  like  the  baptifm 
of  John  joyned  with  confefTion  of  fins,  and  publication  of  our  infirmities,yet 
it  were  better  for  us,  to  lay  by  our  loads,  and  wafh  our  ulcers,  then  by  con- 
cealing them,  out  of  vainer  defires  of  impertinent  reputation,cover  our  dif- 
eafe  till  we  are  hcart-fick  and  dye.  But  when  fo  holy  a  perfon  does  all  the 
pious  minifterics  of  the  more  imperfeft ,  it  is  a  demonftration  to  us,  that  a 
life  common  and  ordinary,  without  affeftation  orfingularity ,  is  the  moft 
prudent  and  fafe.  Every  great  change,  every  violence  of  fortune ,  all  emi- 
nencies  and  unevennefles  whatfoever,  whither  of  perfon  or  accident  or  cir- 
cumftance,  puts  us  to  a  new  trouble  ,  requires  a  difiinft  care ,  creates  new 
dangers,  ol3Jeds  more  temptations,  marks  us  out  the  objeft  of  envy,  makes 
our  ftanding  more  infecure,  and  our  fall  more  contemptible  and  ridicu- 
lous. But  an  even  life  fpent  with  as  much  rigour  of  duty  to  GOD  as  oughc 
to  be,  yet  in  the  fame  manner  of  devotions ,  in  the  fufception  of  ordinary 
offices,  in  bearing  publick  burdens,  frequenting  publick  alfembHes ,  perfor- 
ming oftices  of  civility ,  receiving  all  thorites  of  an  eftablifhcd religion, 
complying  with  national  cuftomes,  and  hereditary  folemnities  of  a  people, 
in  nothing  difquieting  publick  peace ,  or  difrelifliing  the  great  inftruments 
of  an  innocent  communion  ,  or  diffolving  the  circumftantialligaments  of 
charity,  or  breaking  Laws,  and  the  great  relations  and  netefTitudcs  of  the 
World,owt  of  fancy  or  fingularity,is  the  beft  way  to  live  holyly  and  ftfely^znd 
h^ily:  fofer  from  m  &  envy,and  more  removed  from  trouble  &  temptation. 

When 
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7,  When  JESUS  came  to  ]ohn'to  be  hapc'iTed  ,  John  out  of  humility  and 

modefty  refufed  him,  but  when  jESUS  by  reduplication  of  his  defre ,  for- 
tifying it  with  a  coiiimand,  made  it  in  the  Baptift  to  become  a  duty  ,  then 
he  obeyed.  And  fo  alfo  did  the  primitive  Clearks  refufe  to  do  offices  of 
great  dignity,  and  higheft  miniftery,  looking  through  the  honour  upon  the 
danger,  and  pafling  by  the  dignity  they  conl^dered  the  charge  of  the  cure, 
and  knew ,  thnt  the  eminency  of  the  o^ice  was  in  all  fenfes  infecure  to  the 
perfo'n^  till  by  cemmand  and  peremptory  injunftion  of  their  Superiors  it  was 
put  paft  a  difpute,  and  became  necefiary ,  and  that  either  they  muft  perifh 
inftantly  in  the  ruines  and  precipices  of  difobedience,  or  put  it  totheha- 
S^ard,  and  a  fair  venture  for  a  brighter  crown,  or  a  bigger  damnation.  I  wifh 
alfo  this  care  were  entailed,  and  did  defcend  upcvi  all  ages  of  the  Church  i 
foi-  the  ambitious  feeking  of  dignities  and  prelatnres  Ecclefiafticall  is 
grown  the  Peft  of  the  Church,  and  corrupts  the  iah  it  felf,  and  extinguifhes 
the  lights,  and  gives  too  apparent  evidences  to  the  world  that  neither  the 
end  Js  pure,  nor  the  intention fanftified,  nor  the  perfon  innocent ,  but  the 
purpofe  ambitious  or  covetous,and  the  perfon  vitious^and  the  very  entrance 
into  Church  offices  is  with  an  impure  torch,and  a  foul  hand,or  a  heart  empty. 
of  the  affe<3:ions  of  religion  ,  or  thoughts  of  doing  Gods  work.  I  do  not 
think  the  prefent  age  is  to  be  treated  with,  concerning  denying  to  accept 
rich  Prelacies  and  pompous  dignities ,  but  it  were  but  reafonable  that  the 
main  intention,  and  intelle<ftuall  defign  fhould  be  to  appreciate, and  cfteen* 
the  office  and  imployment  to  be  of  greateft  conlideration.lt  is  lawfull  to  de- 
fire  a  Bifhoprick,  neither  can  the  unwiliingnefie  to  accept  it  be,  inapru-. 
dent  account,  adjudged  the  apteO:  difpofition  to  receive  it,  (efpecialiyif 
*lH  Pontifical  done  in  ^  ceremony,  )uft  in  the  inftant  of  their  entertainment  of  it,  and 
Rom.  pofTibly  after  a  long  ambition)  but  yet  it  were  well  if  we  remember ,  tlwt 

fuch^defires  muft  be  fan<ftified  with  holy  care  and  diligence  in  the  office, 
for  the  honey  is  guarded  with  thoufands  of  little ,  and  ftiarp  frings  and  dan- 
gers, and  it  will  be  a  fad  account,  if  we  be  called  to  audite  for  the  crimes  of 
our  Diocejfe^  after  our  ow,n  talleys  are  made  even  ;  and  he,  that  beleeves  his 
©wn  load  to  be  big  enough,  and  trembles  at  the  apprehenfion  of  the  hor- 
rours  of  Doomefday,  is  not  very  wife,  if  he  takes  up  thofe  burdens ,  which, 
he  fees,  have  crufhed  their  Bearers ,  and  prefles  his  own  fhoulders  till  the 
bones  crack,  onely  becaufe  the  bundles  are  wrapt  in  white  linnen ,  and 
bound  with  filken  cords.  He  that  defires  the  office  of  a  Bijhop ,  defires  a  goed 
work^Cmh  S.  Paul^  and  therefore  we  muft  not  look  on  it  for  the  fair  fpread- 
jngfaiks  and  the  beauteous  ftreamers,  which  the  favour  of  Princes  hath  put 
to  it ,  to  make  it  faile  fairer ,  and  more  fecure  againft  the  dangers  of 
fecular  difconiforts  ',  but  upoiv^the  burden  it  bears ',  Prelacy  is  a  good 
work,  and  a  good  work  well  done  is  very  honourable,  and  fliall  be 
rewarded,  but  he,that  conliders  the  infinite  dangers  of  mifcarr>'ing,and  that 
the  loife  of  the  fhip  will  be  imputed  to  the  Pilot,  may  think  it  many  times 
the  fafeft  courfe  to  put  God  or  his  fuperiours  to  the  charge  of  a  Command, 
before  he  undertakes  fuch  great  minifteries  *,  And  he  that  enters  in  by  the 
force  of  authority  as  he  himfelf  receives  a  teftiniony  of  his  worth  and  apt- 
nclfe  to  the  imployment,  fo  he  gives  the  world  another ,  that  his  fcarch  for 
it  was  not  criminall,nor  his  perfon  immcdeft',and  by  his  weighty  appfehen- 
fion  of  his  dangers  he  v/i-ll  coniider  his  work  and  obtain  a  grace  to  do  it  di- 
Iigently,and  to  be  accepted  gracioufly.  And  this  was  the  modefty  and  prn- 
dcii€c  ©f  die  Baptift.  Wbsn 
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When  Jefus  wets  bapti^ied^  he  prayed  and  th^  heavens  were  opened.  ET>:ternal  0 

rites  ot  D.v.nc  Inflirution  receive  benedi<^ion  and  energy  from  above,  but 
it  is  by  the  mediation  of  Prayer,  ^  for  there  is  nothing  ritual,  but  it  isalfo  "^  i  Cor.  lo.r, 
joyned  with  forcething  moral,  and  required  on  ou^r  part  in  all  perfonscapa-  2,g« 
blecf  theufeofreafon,  that  we  may  underftand  that  the  bleftingscf  Eel i-  W.^.  14.27. 
gionarcworkjdind  graces  too;  GOD  therefore  requiring  us  to  do  fome-  ^  Pet.^.21, 
thing ,  not  that  we  may  glory  in  it,  but  that  we  may  eftimate  the  grsce,  i  Cor.12.7. 
and  go  to  GOD  for  it  in  the  means  of  his  own  hallowing  *,  Naainan  had  been  '  5- 
fiupid,  if  when  the  Frophet  bad  him  waOi  feven  times  in  Jordan  for  his  Matth.^.i^^* 
cure,  he  had  not  confei'ed  the  ci^re  to  be  wrought  by  the  GOD  of  Ifrael, 
and  the  minifterycf  his  Prophet,  but  had  made  himfelf  the  Author  ,  be- 
caufe  of  liis  obedience  to  the  enjoyned  condition  *,  and  it  is  but  a  weak 
fancy  to  derogate  from  GODS  grace ,  and  the  glory  and  the  freedom  of  it, 
becaufe  he  bids  us  wafh  before  we  are  cleanfed,  and  pray  when  we  are 
wailied,  and  commands  us  to  afk  before  we  fhall  receive.  But  this  alfo  is 
true  from  this  inftance,  chat  the  ey  ttrnal  rite  of  Sacrament,  is  fo  inflrumen- 
tal  in  a  fpirituaJ  grace,  that  it  j^ever  does  it,  but  with  the  conjun<ftion  of 
fomething  moral  j  and  this  truth  is  of  fo  great  perfwafion  in  the  Greek  i^^\^  Mart  a- 
Qhurch,  that  the  myftery  of  Confecration  in  the  venerable  Eucharift  is  a-  poi  i  Euieb-e- 
mongft  them  attributed  not  to  any  myftical  words,  and  fecret  operations  ■■  iff  ferm  s.da 
offyllables,  but  to  the  efficacy  of  the  prayers  of  the  Church,  in  the  juft  parchs./.uguft, 
imitation  of  the  whole  adion,aHd  the  riteof  inOitution.    And  the  purpofe  *^  ^'"^ '  ^^^'"* 
of  it  is,  that  we  might  fecure  the  excellence  and  holinePe  of  fuch  pia^difpo- 
litions,  and  conconiitant  graces,  which  are  neceflary  to  the  worthy  and 
efte<^ual  fufception  of  the  external  rites  of  Chriftianity. 

After  the  holy  jESUS  was  baptized  and  had  prayed,  the  Heavens  opened.,  4* 

the  holy  OhQj}  defcended  y  and  a  voice  from  Heaven  proclainied  him  to  be  ^ 

the  Son  of  GOD,  ai^d  owt  in  whom  the  Father  was  well  pleafed  ',  and  the 
lame  ointment ,  that  was  caft  upon  the  head  of  our  High  Prieft,  went  unto 
his  beard,  and  thence  kllto  the  borders  of  his  garment',  foiasCHBIST 
our  Head  felt  thefc  efteds  in  manifeftation,  fo  the  Chmxh  believes  GOD 
does  to  her,  and  to  her  meaneft  children  in  the  fufception  of  the  holy  rite 
ofBaptifm  in  right,  apt,  and  holy  difpofitions.  For  the  Heavens  open  too 
upon  us,  and  the  holy  Ghoft  defcends  to  fan<ftlfie  the  waters,  and  to  hallow 
the  Catechumen,  and  to  pardon  the  paH'ed  and  repented  fins,  and  to  con- 
figne  him  to  the  inheritance  of  fons ,  and  to  put  on  his  military  girdle,  ai:kd 
give  him  the  Sacrament  and  oath  of  fidelity  ',  for  all  this  is  underflood  to  j.  ,  /•      >. 
benKrantby  thofe  frequent  exprefiions  of  Scripture,  calling  baptifme  the  Ji' 
Uver  of  regeneration  .,  illuminatkn .,  awajhingawaythefilthoftheflej-h^  and     ^^•^^•3^« 
tbe  afifwer  ofagoodconfcienccy  a  being  buried  with  Chrift ,  and  many  others  of  „    ^  -3.21. 
the  tike  purpofe  and  fignification.     But  we  may  alfo  learn  hence  facred-  •^^^•^'4» 
ly  to  efreem  the  rites  of  Religion,  which  he  firft  fanftified  by  his  own  per- 
fonal  fufception,  and  then  made  neceflary  by  his  own  inftitution  and  com- 
mand ,  and  GOD  hath  made  to  be  conveyances  of  blefTing  and  minifteries. 
of  the  holy  Spirit. 

The  holy  Ghoft  defcended  upon  JESUS  in  the  fynibole  or  vifible  reprc-  5'  • 

itntment  of  a  Doye?  whofe,  proprieties  of  nature  are  pretty  and  modeffc 
Hieroglyphicks  of  the  duty  of  fpiritual  perfons ,  which  are  thusobfeiTed 
in  both  Philofophies  5  the  Dove  fings  not  but  mourns,  it  hath  no  gall, 
ficikcs  ooc  with  its  bill  j  hadi  no  etookcd  talons,  md  forgets  its  young  ones 
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fooncft  of  any  the  infeabitants  of  the  air  •,  and  the  efiefts  of  the  holy  Spirit: 
arefymholicalinall  thefonsoffati'^tification.  Foi"  the  voice  of  the  Church 
is  fad  in  thofe  accents,  which  expreire  her  own  condition ',  but  as  the  Dove 
is  not  fo  fad  in  htr  breaft,  as  in  her  note :  fo  neither  is  the  interiour  condi- 
tioBrof  the  Church  wretched  and  miferable ,  but  indeed  her  foHg  is  moft  of 
it  Elegy  within  her  own  walls,  and  her  condition  looks  fad,  and  her  joyes  are 
not  pleafures  in  the  publike  eftimate,  but  they,  that  atiii<^  her,  think  her 
miferable,  becaufe  they  know  not  the  fwectneFes  of  a  holy  peace  and 
ferenity,  which  fupports  her  fplric,  and  plains  the  heart  under  a 
fugged  brow,  making  the  foul  feftivall  under  the  noife  of  a  Threne  and 
iaddcr  groanings.  But  the  Sons  of  confolation  are  alfo  taught  their  duty 
by  this  apparition :  for  upon  whomfoever  the  Spirit  defcends ,  he  teaches 
him  to  be  meek  and  charitable,  neither  oftending  by  the  violence  of  hands, 
or  loofer  language.  For  the  Dove  is  inoflenfive  in  beak ,  and  foot ,  and 
feeles  no  difturbance  and  violence  of  paflionswhen  its  deereft  interefts  are 
deftroycd,  that  we  alfo  may  be  of  an  even  Spirit  in  the  fad  deft  accideiots, 
which ufuallydifcompofe  our  peace  j  and  however,  fuch  fymbolicall  inci^ 
mations,  receive  their  efficacy  from  the  Fancy  of  the  contriver ,  yet  here, 
whether  this  apparition  did  intend  any  fuch  morall  reprefentment ,  or  no, 
it  is  certain  that  where  ever  the  Holy  Spirit  does  dwelUthere  alfoPeace  and 
Sanftity,  Mecknefle  and  Charity,  a  mortified  will,  and  an  adive  dereliftioa 
of  our  defires  do  inhabite. 
^  No  fooner  had  the  voice  of  God  pronounced  Jefus  to  be  the  welbeloved 

Son  of  God,  but  the  Devil  thought  it  of  great  concernment  to  attempt  him 
withall  his  malice  and  his  art  *,  and  that  is  the  condition  of  all  thofe,  whom 
_   ,  Gods  grace  hath  feparated  from  the  common  expeftations  and  focieties 

MC6W4*  2.1.  of  the  world  *,  and  therefore  the  Son  of  Sirach  gave  good  advice,  My  Son^  if 
thou  come  uferve  the  Lor d^  prepare  thy  Soul  for  temptation  ',  for  not  onely  the 
Spirits  of  daiknefie  are  exafperatcd  at  the  declenfion  of  their  own  king- 
dom, but  alfo  the  nature  and  conftitHtion  of  vertues ,  and  eminent  graces, 
which  holy  perfons  exercife  in  their  lives,  is  fuch  as  to  be  eafily  aflaileable 
by  their  coHtraries,apt  to  be  lefiened  by  time,  to  be  interrupted  by  weari- 
nefie,  togrowflatandinfipidby  tedioufnefleoflabour,  to  be  omitted  and 
grow  infrequent  by  the  impertinent  diverfions  of  fociety  and  fecular  occafi- 
ons  *,  fo  that  to  refcind  the  ligaments  of  vice,  made  firm  by  nature  and  evil 
habits,  to  acquire  every  new  degree  of  vertue  >  to  continue  the  holy  fires 
of  zeal  in  their  juft  proportion,  to  overcome  the  Devil ,  and  to  rejeft  the 
invitations  of  the  world,  and  the  fofter  embraces  of  the  flefh,  which  are  the 
proper  imployment  ofthefons  of  God,is  a  perpetuall  difficulty,  and  every 
poftibility  of  prevaricating  the  ftriftnefies  of  a  duty  is  a  tcwptatlon, 
and  an  infecurity  to  them  who  have  begun  to  fervc  God  in  Iiard 
battles. 
7  The  Holy  Spirit  did  drive  JESUS  into  the  wilderneffe  to  be  tempted 

by  the  Devil  j  and  though  we  are  bound  to  pray  inftant:ly ,  that  we  fall  in 
no  temptation ,  yet  if  by  divine  permiffion ,  or  by  an  infpiration  of  the 
Holy  Spnit  we  be  engaged  in  an  a-ftion  or  courfe  of  life  that  is  fu41  of  tem- 
ptation, and  empty  of  comfort ,  let  us  apprehend  it  as  an  il!ne  of  Divine 
Providence,  as  an  occafion  of  the  revvards  of  diligence  and  Patience ,  as  an 
inftrament  of  vertue,  as  a  defignation  of  that  way ,  in  which  we  muft  glo- 
Fifie  GOD^  but  no  argument  of  disfavour,  iin§e  ow   Deereft  LORD, 

the 
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the  moft  Holy  ]ESUS,who  could  have  driven  the  Devil  away  by  the  breath 
of  his  mouth  yet  was  by  the  Spirit  of  his  Father ,  permitted  to  a  trial!  and 
moleftation  by  the  fpirits  of  Darknelfe.  And  this  is   S.  James  counfell, -^'''"^^ '•2« 
My  Brethren^  count  it  all joy^v^hen  ye  enier  into  divers  temptationsy  knowing  that 
the  triall  ofyeur  fartb  work^th  Patience.   So  far  is  a  Bleiiing ,  when  the  Spirit 
is  the  inftrument  of  our  motion,  and  brings  us  to  the  triall  of  our  Faith  :  buc 
if  the  Spirit  leaves  us  and  delivers  us  over  to  the  Devil,  not  to  be  tempted, - 
but  to  be  abufed  and  ruined,  it  is  a  fad  condition,  and  tlic  greateft  inftance 
of  their  infelicity,  whom  the  Church  upon  fufficicnt  reafon  and  with  com- 
petent authority  delivers  over  to  Satan,  by  the  inflidion  of  the  Greater 
Excommunication. 

As  Too  1  as  it  was  permitted  to  the  Devil  to  tempt  our  Lord?  he,  like  fire, 
had  no  power  to  fufpend  his  a<ft,  but  was  as  intirely  determined  by  the  full- 
nelfe  of  his  malice,  as  a  natui'all  agent  by  the  appetites  of  nature ,  that  we 
Hiay  know,  to  whom  we  owethehappincflesofall  thofe  hours  anddayes 
of  peace,  in  which  we  fit  under  the  trees  of  Paradife,  and  fee  no  ferpent  en- 
circling the  branches,  and  prcfentirg  hs  with  fair  fruit  to  ruin  us.  It  is  the 
mercy  of  God,  we  have  the  quiernelfcof  a  minute,  for  if  the  Devils  chain 
wtrc  taken  olT,  he  would  n)ake  our  very  beds  a  torment ,  our  tables  to  be  <t 
fnare^  our  fleeps  phantaftick,  luftfull  and  illufive,and  every  fenfe  fhould  have 
an  objert  of  delight  and  danger,  an  Hyaiia  tokifle,  and  to  perifh  in  its 
embraces.  But  the  Holy  JESUS  having  beenaflaulted  by  the  Devil,  and 
felt  his  malice  by  the  experiments  of  humanity,  is  become  fo  mercifklltt 
high  Priejl  and  fo  fenfible  of  our  fufferings  and  danger,  by  the  apprehenfi- 
onsofcompafTionjthathe  hath  put  a  hook  into  the  noftrils  of  Leviathan, 
and  although  thereliques  of  feven  nations  be  in  our  borders  and  fi:inges  of 
our  Countrey,  yet  we  live  as  fafe  as  did  the  Ifraelites ,  upon  whom  fome- 
times  an  inroad  and  invafion  was  made,  and  fometimes  they  had  reft  fourty 
yeeres,  and  when  the  ftorm  came ,  fome  remedy  was  found  out ,  by  hi« 
grace,  by  whofe  permifTion  the  tcmpeft  was  ftirred  up  j  and  we  find  many 
perfons,  who  in  feven  yeers  meet  not  with  a  violent  temptation  to  a 
crime  ',  but  their  battels  are  againft  impediments  and  retardations 
of  improvement  :  their  own  rights  are  not  diredly  queftioned^ 
buc  the  Devil  and  fin  are  wholly  upon  the  defenfive.  Our  duty 
here  is  an  a<ft  of  afl*e<ftion  to  God  ,  making  returnes  of  thankes 
for  the  protedion  *,  and  of  duty  tO'  fecurc  and  continue  the  fa»- 
vour.  ^ 

But  the  defign  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  being  to  eypofe  ]ESUS  to  the  tem-  ^ 

ptation,  he  arms  himfelf  with  fafting  and  prayer  againft  the  day  of  battle,he 
continues  in  the  wilderncfle  fourty  dayes  and  fourty  nights  without  meat 
or  drink,  attending  to  the  immediate  addrelfes  and  colloquies  with  God, 
not  fuftering  the  interruption  of  nieales,  but  reprefenting  his  own, 
and  the  neceffities  of  all  mankind  with  afFe^ ions  and  inftances  of 
fpirit,  love  and  wifdom  ,  as  might  exprelfe  the  excellency  of  his  perfon 
and  promote  the  work  of  our  redemption,  his  converfation  being  in  this 
intervall ,  buc  a  refemblance  of  Angelicall  perfeftion  ',  and  his  fafts  not 
an  inftrument  of  mortification,for  he  needed  none,  he  had  contra(Sed  no 
ftain  fironi  his  own,  nor  his  Parents  afts,  neither  do  wefinde,  that  he  was 
at  all  hungry ,  or  afflifted  with  his  abftinence ,  tiil  after  the  expira- 
tion of  ,the  fourty  dayes*.  He  was   afterwardtf   an  hungry.   (  faid  the 

Evange--- 
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Evangelift,)  and  his  abftinence  from  meat  might  be  a  defecation  of  his  fa- 
culties, and  an  opportunity  of  Prayer,  hue  we  are  not  fiire  it  intended 
a^iy  thing_elfe:but  it  may  concern  the  prudence  of  religion  to  fnatch  ac 
this  occaTlon  of  duty,  fo  far  as  the  inftauce  is  imitable  ',  and  in  all  violences 
of  temptation  to  faft  and  pray.  Prayer  being  a  rare  antidote  againft  die 
poyfon,  and  F afijng  z  comcmcm  difpofition  tointe^fe,aduall,andvndi- 
fturbed  prayer. 
19  The  Devils  frfi  temptation  of  Chrift  was  upon  the  inftances  and 

firft  necefli ties  of  nature,  Chrift  was  hungry  and  the  Devil  invited  him 
to  break  his  fafk  upon  the  ci^penfe  of  a  miracle,  by  turning  the  fiones 
into  bread.  Buttheanfwer  JESUS  made,  was  fuch  as  taught  us,  fince 
the  ordinary  providence  of  God  is  fufficient  for  our  provifion  or  fupporc, 
e3ctr<ior^/«a?7  wayesoffatisfying  necefTicies  are  not  to  be  undertaken ,  but 
God  muft  be  relied  upon,  his  time  attended ,  his  manner  ci^ertained,and 
his  meafure  thankfully  received.  J  E  S  U  S  refufed  to  be  relieved ,  and 
denyed  to  manifeCt  the  Divinity  of  his  perfon  rather  then  he  would  do 
an  ad,  which  had  in  it  the  intimation  of  a  diffident  fpirit,  or  might  be 
expounded  a  difrcputation  to  Gods  Providence.  And  therefore  it  is  an  im- 
provident care,  and  impious  fecurity  to  take  evill  courfes,  and  ufe  vile  in- 
ftrumcnts  tofurniih  our  Table,  and  provide  for  our  necefiities.  God  will 
certainly  give  us  bread  ,  and  till  he  does,  we  can  live  by  the  breath  of 
his  mouth,  by  the  word  of  God ,  by  tlie  light  of  his  countenance ,  by  the 
refrefhment  of  his  promifes*,  for  if  God  gives  not  provifions  into  our 
granaries,  hecan  feed  us  out  of  his  own,  that  is,  out  of  the  repofitories  of 
charity.  If  the  flefli  pots  be  removed,  he  can  alfo  alter  the  appetite,  and 
when  ourftock  is  fpcnt,  he  can  alfo  leffen  the  neccfTit}' :  or  if  that  continue?, 
be  can  drown  the  fenfe  of  ir,  in  a  deluge  of  patience  and  rcfignation.  Every 
word  of  Gods  mouth  can  create  a  grace ,  and  every  grace  can  fupplytwo 
necefTuies,  both  of  the  body  and  the  fpirit,  by  the  comforts  of  this,  to 
fbppoi't  that ,  that  they  may  bear  each  others  burden  and  alleviate  the 
prelfure. 

But  the  Devil  is  alwayes  prompting  us  to  change  our  ftoncs  into  bread > 
^^  our  fadnefies  into  fenfiiall  comfort,  our  dryneifes  into  inundations  of  fancy 

and  exteiiour  fweetnefies :  for  he  knows  that  die  afcetick  Tables  of  Morti- 
fication, and  the  ftones  of  the  Defert  are  more  hcalthfuil,  then  the  fullnefles 
of  voluptuoufnefle ,  and  the  com  of  the  valley*;.   He  cannot  endure  we 
^  fhould  live  a  life  of  aufterity  or  felf  Deniall :  if  he  can  get  us  but  to  fatisfie 

our  fenfes,  and  a  little  more  freely  to  pleafe  our  naturall  defires,he  then  hath 
A  fair  field  for  the  battle ,  butfo  long  as  we  forc^  him  to  fight  in  hedges 
and  morafleSi  encircling  and  crouding  up  his  ftrengths  into  difadvantages, 
by  our  ftone  walls  our  liardnelfes  of  Difcipline  and  radenefles  of  Mortifica- 
qon,wcxan  with  more  facilities  repell  his  flatteries  and  receive  fewer  in- 
commodities  of  fpirit :  but  thus  the  Devill  will  abufe  us  by  the  impotency 
of  our  naturall  dei:rts,  and  therefore  let  us  go  to  God  for  fatisfa<^ion  of  our 
^fhesj  Godcananddoes,  whenitisgood  for  us  change  our  fiones  into 
'bread  :  for  he  is  a  Father  fo  mercifiiU,  that  if  vre  4sk.him  a  Fijh ,  he  will  not 
^ve  us  a  Scorpion  :  iftve  ask^him  bread,  he  mil  not  offer  us  a  flone  '■>  but  will  la- 
tisfie  all  our  defires  by  miniftrations  of  the  fpirit,  making  ftones  to  become 
our  meat,  and  teares  our  drink  *,  which,  although  they  arc  unpleafant ,  and 
teflj  to.  iiarurall  appetites,  yet  by  the  operation  and  influences  of 
'.        ••  Gods 
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GODS  holy  Spirit,  they  are  made  inftrunients  of  health,  and  life,  and  fai- 
vation. 

The  Devil,  perceiving  jESUS  to  be  a  perfon  of  greater  en»inency  and  1 2. 
perfe^ion  then  to  be  moved  by  fenfual  and  low  dclires ,  makes  a  fecond 
alfault  by  a  temptation  fomeching  more  fpiritual,  and  tempts  him  to  pre- 
-^jmption  and  indifcreet  confidence,  to  a  throwing  himfelf  down  from  the 
pinnacles  of  the  Tcmple,upon  the  ftock  of  Predeftination,that  GOD  might 
fecure  him  by  the  niiniftery  of  Angels ,  and  fo  iprove  his  being  the  Son  of 
GOD.  And  indeed  it  is  ufiial  with  the  Devil,  when  fcvcre  perfons  have  fp 
much  mortified  their  lower  appetites,  that  they  aie  not  cafily  overcome  by 
an  invitation  of  carnality  or  intemperance,  to  Air  them  to  opinions  of  theif 
own  fandity,  and  make  thtirjirft  efcafing  preve  th6r  fecond  iLndgreateT  dan- 
^rs.  But  that  the  Devil  fhould  perfwadejESUS  to  throw  himfelf  down, 
becaufe  he  was  the  Son  of  GOD ,  was  an  invitation  to  no  purpofe  ,  favc 
onely  that  it  gave  occafion  to  this  truth,  that  GODS  providence  fecures  all 
his  fons  in  the  wayes  of  Natute,  and  while  they  are  doing  their  duty  j  but 
leves  not  to  be  tempted  to  ads  unreafonable  and  unneceflary.  Heron^  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Defert ,  futtered  die  fame  temptation  and  was  overcome 
by  it ,  for  he  died  with  his  fall,  finfully  and  inglorioufly.  For  the  carelfes 
of  GODS  love  to  his  faints  and  fefvants  arc  fecurity  againft  all,  but  them- 
fclves.  The  Devil  and  all  the  World  o/er  to  do  tkemmifchief,  but  thep 
they  fhall  be  fafe,  becaufe  they  are  innocent  *,  if  they  once  offer  to  do  ^ 
-fame  to  themfelves ,  they  lofe  their  prote<^ion  becaufe  they  loft  their  pru- 
dence and  their  charity.  But  here  alfo  it  will  concern  all  rhofe,  who  by 
their  eminent  imployment  and  greater  minifteries  in  Ecclefiafticals  are  fct 
upon  the  pinnacle  of  the  Temple,  to  take  care  that  the  Devil  tempt  not 
them  to  a  precipice  ',  a  fall  from  fo  great  a  height  will  break  the  bones  in 
pieces ;  and  yet  there  alfo  the  ftation  is  leaft  firm,  the  pofharc  moft  unealie, 
the  ^rofped  vertiginous ,  and  the  Devil  bufie  and  delirous  to  thruft  us 
headlong. 

-  5. //if  rome  here  obferves  well,  the  Devilintendingmifchief  to  ourblef-        15. 
fed  SAVIOUR  invited  him  to  caft  himfelf  down.He  mzy perfwade  us  toafall,  S.Hieron.in  4. 
huz  Ccinnot  precipitate  us  without  our  own  ad".  And  it  is  an  infinite  mercy  cap.Mat, 
in  GOD,  that  the  Devil,  who  is  of  malice  infinite,  is  of  fo  reftrai  n'd  and  li- 
mited a  power ,  that  he  can  do  us  no  ghoftly  difadvantage ,  but  by  per- 
fwading  us  to  do  it  our  felves.  And  then  it  will  be  a  ftrange  imprudence  to 
lav  violent  and  unreafonable  hands  upon  our  felves ,  and  do  that  mifchief,  . 
which  our  ftrongeft  and  moft  malicious  Adverfary  cannot,  or  to  be  invited 
by  the  onely  Rhetorick  of  a  Dogs  barking  to  come  neer  him,  to  untye  his 
chains,  to  unloofe  his  muzzle  for  no  other  end,  but  that  we  may  be  bitten. 
]uft  fuch  a  fool  is  every  perfon  that  confents  to  the  temptations  of  the 
Devil. 

By  this  time  the  Devil  began  to  perceive  that  this  was  the  Son  of  GOD,  14,  7 
and  defigned  to  be  the  King  of  all  the  World,  and  therefore  refolved  for 
the  laft  affault  to  profler  him  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  j  thinking  am- 
bition m6re  likely  to  mine  him,  becaufe  he  knew  it  was  that ,  which  pre- 
vailed upon  himfelf^  and  all  thofe  fallen  ftars,  the  Angels  of  Darknelfe.  That 
the  Devil  told  a  lye  it  is  moft  likely,  when  he  faid,  he  had  power  to  difpofe 
the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  *,  for  originally  and  by  proper  inherent  right 
GOD  alone  difpdfcs  all  governments  j  but  it  is  alfocercainpthat  the  Devil  is 

a  perfon  i 
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.  a  perfon  capable  of  a  delegate  imployment  in  fome  great  mntation  of 
States,  and  many  probabilites  have  been  obftrvcd  by  wife  pcrfonagc<t 
perfwading  that  the  Grandeur  of  the  Roman  Empire  was  in  the  degrees  of 
increment  and  deaement  permitted  to  the  pcrcer  and  managing  of  the  De- 
vily  that  the  greatnelTc  of  that  government  being  in  all  appearance  full  of 
advantage  to  Satans  kingdom ,  and  imployed  for  the  dff-impro\'ement  of 
thd\weak  beginnings  and  improbable  increafe  of  Chriftianity ,  might  give 
luftrif  and  demonftration  to  it  that  it  came  from  GOD,  fince  the  great  per- 
miffi6ns  of  power  made  to  the  Devil ,  and  afted  with  all  art  and  malice  in 
dcfiartce  of  the  religion,  could  produce  no  other  efteft  upon  it ,  but  that  it 
mad^  it  grow  greater  *,  and  the  greatnelfe  was  made  more  miraculous,  fince 
the  Devil  when  his  chain  was  oft,  fain  would,  but  could  not  fupprefle  it. 

1^^  The  Lamb  of  GOD,  that  heard  him  with  patience  tempt  him  to  do  him- 

felf  a  mifchief,  and  to  throw»himfelf  headlong,  could  by  no  means  endure 
it,  when  he  tempted  to  a  dired  difiionouring  GOD  •■,  our  own  injuries  are 
opportunities  of  patience  *,  but  when  the  glory  of  GOD  and  his  immediate 
honour  is  the  queftion,  then  is  the  occafion  and  precife  minute  for  the 
fla-mes  of  a  cle«r  fliining  and  unconfuming  zeal.  But  the  care  of  GODS  glo- 
ry had  fo  filled  and  imployed  all  the  faculties  of  JESUS,  that  it  takes  no 
notice  of  the  oft'er  *,  and  it  were  well  alfo  that  we  had  fewer  opinions  of  the 
luftre  of  worldly  dignities,  or  at  leai't  that  we  in  imitation  of  our  blelfed 
Mafter  fliould  refufe  to  accept  all  the  World  when  it  is  to  be  bought  of  the 
Devil  at  the  expence  of  a  deadly  fin.  For  that  government  cannot  be  very 
honourable,  that  makes  us  Haves  to  the  worft  of  Tyrants  7  and  all  thofe 
Tririces  and  great  perfonages  who  by  injury  and  ufurpation  polfcfie  and  in- 
vade otfaers  righre ,  would  do  well  to  confider,  that  a  Kingdom  is  tfK)  deer- 
ly  paid  for,  if  the  condition  be  firft  to  worlhip  the  Devil. 

1 6'  When  the  Devil  could  do  bo  good)  he  departed /or  a  tm\e.  If  he  could 

ever  have  fpied  a  time  of  returning  he  wanted  nor  will  nor  malice  to  ob- 
fcrve  and  ufe  it,  and  although  JESUS  was  a  peifon  without  danger ,  yet  I 
doubt  not  but  the  holy  Ghoft  defcribed  that  circumftance,  that  we  fhould 
not  have  the  fecurities  of  a  deep  peace,  vvhen  we  have  had  the  fucceffe  of 
conquerours*,  for  a  furprize  is  moft  full  of  horrour  and  of  more  certain  ruine*, 
fo  that  we  have  no  fecurity ,  but  a  perpetual  obfervation  *,  that,  together 
with  the  grace  of  GOD,  (who  takes  care  of  all  his  fervants ,  and  will  drive 
away  the  Tempter,  when  he  pleafes ,  and  help  us  alwayes  when  we  need) 
is  as  great  argument  for  our  confidence  and  encouragement  to  our  prayers 
and  addrelfe  to  GOD,  as  it  is  fafety  to  our  perfon,  and  honour  to  our  vi<^o- 
ry.  And  let  us  account  it  our  honour,  that  the  trials  of  temptation ,  which 
is  the  greateft  fadnefle  of  our  condition ,  is  hallowed  by  the  temptation  of 
JESUS,  and  our  condirion  aflured  by  hh  aOiftaRces,  and  the  aiTiftances  pro- 
cured by  our  prayers ,  raoft  eafily  upon  the  advantage  of  his  fuftcrings  ani 
compi»mon. 


The 


o 


The  Prayer. 

HolyjESVS,  who  didjl  fltlfiUIlrightecufneffe  y  and  (^djflive  a  life  ef 
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evennejfc,  and  obedience  and  community  ^  fubmitting  thy  felf  to  all  rites  and 
fanBions  of  divme  ordinance^  give  me  grace  to  live  in  the  jelloxfjlnp  of  thy  holy 
churchy  a  life  of  piety  y  and  without  ftngularity^  receiving  thefweet  influence  of  thy 
Sacraments  andrites^  and  living  in  the  purities  and  inmcencies  of  my  firfl  San3i- 
fication.  I  adore  thy  goodnejfe  infinite^  that  thou  haft  been  plea  fid  to  wajb  my  foul 
in  the  laver  of  Regeneration^  that  thou  baft  confign'd  me  to  the  participation  of  thy 
favours  by  the  holy  Eucharift  ',  let  vie  not  return  to  the  infirmities  of  the  old  Man^ 
whom  thou  htft  crucified  on  thycroffe^andwho  was  buried  with  thee  in  Baptifme^ 
nor  renew  the  crimes  of  my  ftnful  years-,  which  were  fo  many  recefftons  from  baptif* 
mil  purities',  but  let  me  ever  receive  the  emiffions  of  thy  Divine  Spirit^  and  be  € 
Son  of  GOV  J  a  partner  of  thine  immortal  inheritance  j  and  when  thoufeeft  it  need- 
ful^ I  may  receive  teftimony  from  heaven^  that  lam  thyfervant^  and  thy  childe',  and 
g)'ant  that  I  may  fo  walk. ,  that  I  neither  difrepute  the  honour  of  the  Chriftian  irifti- 
tution,  norftain  the  whiteneffes  of  that  innocence^  which  thou  didjf  inveft  my  font 
withal^when  I  put  on  the  Baptifmal  Robe^  nor  breakjny  holy  vow^  nor  lofe  my  right. 
9 f  inheritance^  which  thou  haft  given  me  by  promife  and  grace.,  but  that  thou  may  eft 
love  me^  with  the  love  of  a  Father^  and  a  Brother^  and  a  Husband.,  and  a  Lord^and 
Iferve  thee  in  the  communion  ofSaints,in  the  fufception  of  Sacraments^  in  the  ali- 
ens of  a  h?ly  life,  and  in  a  never- failing  love,  or  interrupted  Devotion  ;  to  the  glory 
of  thy  Name,  andthepro?mtion  of  all  thnfe  ends  of  Religion ,  which  thou  baft  de^ 
fignd  in  the  excellent  Oecmomy  ofChriftianity.  Grant  this  holy  jESVSfor  th^ 
itmciesfake,  and  for  the  honour  of  thy  Name,  which  isandjhailbe  adored  for  evtr 
and  ever.    Amen. 


.-^^la^l^ 


DIfcourfe  V.  ;, 

0/  T  E  M  P  T  A  T  I  O  N. 

fOD,  who  is  the  Fountain  of  good ,  did  choofe  rather  to  hfin^^ 
good  out  of  cvil^then  not  to  fuftcr  any  evil  to  be  y  not  only  be- ' 
caufe  vaiiety  of  accidents  and  natures  do  better  entertain  ota- 
afle(ftionS)  and  move  our  fpirirs,  who  are  rranfported  and  fufter 
great  impreflions  by  acircumftance  ,  by  the  very  oppofiti'on 
and  accidental  luftre  and  eminency  of  contraries ,  but  alfo  that  the  glory 
of  the  Divine  Providence  in  turning  the  naaire  of  things  into  thedefignes 
of  GOD  mightbeillufirious,  and  that  We  may  in  a  mixt  condition  have 
more  oVfei-varion,  and  After  our  danger  and  our  labour  may  obtain  a  greater 
r-eward  j  for  Temptation  is  the  opportunity  of  Vertue  and  a  Crown ',  GOD 
having  difpofed  us  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  our  vertues  mufl:  be  difficult, 
our  inclinations  averfe  and  corrigible,  our  avocations  many,  our  ho- 
ftijiries  bitter,  our  dangers  proportionable,  that  our  labour  might  be  great, 
onr  incliiutions  fupprefled  and  corrc^ed ,  our  intentions  be  made  ado- 
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I«ras  mi  frater, 
erras  fi  puras  un 
quam  Chriltia- 
nuin  perfecutio- 
n«m  non    pati 
Tunc  maxime 
oppugnaris,  fi 
te  oppugnari 
acfcis.S.Hier. 


Si 


'%€of»Ji.f. 


all,  our  enemies  be  refifted ,  and  our  dangers  palfe  into  fecurity  and  ho- 
nour, after  a  conceftation ,  and  a  vi<ftory ,  and  a  perfeverance.  It  is 
every  Mans  cafe  ^  trouble  is  as  certainly  the  lot  of  our  nature  and  inheri- 
tance, and  we  arc  fo  fure  to  be  tempted ,  that  in  the  deepcft  peace  and  fi- 
lence  of  fpirit  oftentinies  is  our  greateft  danger ',  not  to  be  tempted  is  often- 
times our  moft  fubtle  temptation.  It  is  certain  then,  we  cannot  be  fecure 
when  our  fecurity  is  our  enemy  j  but  therefore  we  muft  do  as  GOD  himfelf 
does ,  make  the  befi  of  it ,  and  not  to  be  fad  at  that,  which  is  the  publick 
portion  and  the  cafe  of  all  Men,  but  to  order  it  according  to  the  intention, 
place  it  in  the  eye  of  vtrtue,that  al  Its  anions  &  motions  may  tend  thither, 
there  to  be  changed  into  felicities.  But  certain  it  is,  unlefle  we  firft  be  cut 
and  hewen  in  the  mountains ,  we  fhall  not  be  fiyed  in  the  Temple  of 
GOD',  but  by  incifion  and  conDjfions  our  roughnelTes  may  become  plain,  or 
our  fparks  kindled,  and  we  may  be  either  for  theTemple,or  the  Altar,  fpi- 
ritual  bnildifig,  or  holy  fire,  fomething  that  GOD  fhall  delight  in,  and  then 
the  temptation  was  not  amilTe. 

And  therefore  we  nmft  not  wonder ,  that  oftentimes  it  fo  happens, 
that  nothing  will  remove  a  temptation,  no  diligeiKc,  no  advices,  no 
kbour,  no  prayers  *,  not  becaufe  thefe  are  ineffc<^ual,butbecaufe  it  is  inoft 
fit  the  temptation  fhould  abide,  for  ends  of  GODS  defigning*,  ai-vd  al- 
though Saint  P4«/ was  a  perfon  ,  whofe  prayers  were  likely  to  be  preva- 
lent, and  his  induftry  of  much  prudence  and  efficacy  toward  the  drawing 
out  of  his  thorne,  yet  GOD  would  not  do  it ,  but  continued  his  war,  cnely 
promHing  to  fend  him  fuccour.  My  grace  is  fu^cient  for  thee  y  meaning  he 
ihould  have  an  enemy  to  try  his  fpirit  and  improve  it ,  and  he  fhould 
alfo  have  GODS  grace  to  comfort  and  fupport  it,  but  as  without  GODS 
grace  the  Enemy  would  fpoil  him  ,  fo  without  an  Enemy  GODS  grace 
would  never  fwell  up  into  glory  and  crown  him.  For  the  carelfes  of  a  plea- 
km  Fortune  are  apt  to  fwel  into  ei^travagancies  of  fpirit,  and  burft  into  the 
dilfolution  of  manners ',  an  unmixt  joy  is  dangerous',  but  if  in  our  fairelt 
flowers  we  fpie  a  Locu(^,or  feel  the  uneaiinelTc  of  a  Sackcloth  under  our  fine 
linen,  or  our  purple  be  tyed  with  an  uneven  and  a  rude  cord ;  any  little 
trouble,  bur  to  corre<ft  our  wildnelTes,  though  it  be  but  a  Deaths- head  fer- 
ved  up  at  our  feafts,  it  will  make  our  rabies  fuller  of  health,  and  freer  from 
fnare,  it  will  allay  oarfpirits,  making  them  to  retire  from  the  weaknefTe  of 
difperfion,  to  the  union  and  ftrength  of  a  fober  recolleftion. 

Since  therefore  it  is  no  part  cfouJrimploy  mentor  our  care  to  be  free 
from  al.the  attempts  of  an  enemy,but  to  be  fafe  in  defpight  of  his  hoftility^ 
it  fiow  will  concern  us  to  inform  cur  felves  of  the  ftace  of  the  war  in  gene-, 
pal,  and  then  to  make  provifions  and  to  put  on  armour  accordingly. 

1.5."^  Cyprkn  often  obferves ,  and  makes  much  of  tlie  difcourfe,  that 
the  Devil  when  he  intends  a  battery ,  firft  views  the  ftrengths  and  fitu- 
ation  of  the  place  j  His  fenfe  drawn  out  of  the  cloud  of  an  allegory  is  this, 
The  Devil  firft  considers  theconflitutionand  temper  of  the  perfon  he  is  to 
tenjpt,  and  where  he  obfdrves  his  natural  inclination  apt  for  a  vice,  he  pre- 
fcnts  him  with  obie(fts  and  opportunity ,  and  arguments  fitting  to  his  cay- 
tive  difpofition ',  from  which  he  is  likely  to  receive  the  fmaller  oppofition, 
fince  there  is  a  par  ty  within,  that  defires  his  intromifTion.  Thus  to  luftfiill 
natures  he  reprefents  the  fofter  whifpers  of  the  fpirit  of  fornication.  To  the 
mgiy  and  revengeful  he  offers  to  confideration  the  fatisfadions  ^nd  content 
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of  a  full  revenge,  and  the  emifiicns  of  anger :  To  the  envious  he  makes  Pa- 
Btgyricks  of  our  rivals,  and  fwels  our  fancies  to  opinion, our  opinion  to  fQ^f- 
love,  fclf-lovc  to  arroganct^and  rhtfe  are  fupported  by  contempt  of  others, 
and  all  determine  upon  er.vy,and  eypirc  in  nialice.Now  in  thefe  cafes,whcn 
our  natures  are  caytive  and  unhandfoniejic  were  good  we  were  confcious  of 
our  own  weakneiks,  and  by  fpecial  arts  and  ftrengths  of  mortification  fcr- 
tilie  that  part,where  we  are  apt  and  expofed  to  danger ',  we  are  fure  enough 
to  meet  a  ftorm  there  ,  and  we  alfo  are  likely  to  perifh  in  it,unlefle  we  cor- 
rcft  thofe  averfcnefles  and  natural  indifpofinons,  and  reduce  them  to  the 
cvennefies  of  vertue,  or  the  afteftions  and  moderation  of  a  good  nature  : 
Let  us  be  fure  that  the  Devil  take  nor  a  helve  from  our  own  branches  to  fit 
his  ax ,  that  fo  he  may  cut  the  tree  down  *,  and  certainly  he  that  does  vio- 
lence to  his  nature  will  not  be  eaiie  to  the  entertainment  of  aft'eftions  pre- 
ternatural and  violent.        , 

2.  But  the  Devil  alfo  obfei-ves  all  our  exteriour  accidents ,  occafions  $• 

and  opportunities  of  a<ftion  ',  he  fees  what  company  we  keep,  he  obferves 
what  degrees  of  love  we  have  to  our  Wives,  what  loofenefle  ofaffe<ftion  to- 
wards children,  how  prevalent  dieir  perfwafions ,  how  inconvenient  their 
difcourfes,how  trifling  their  intcrefts,and  to  what  degrees  of  determination 
they  move  us  by  their  importunity  or  their  power.    The  Devil  tempted  A" 
dam  by  his  wife,  becaufe  he  faw  his  afteftions  too  plyant,  and  encircling  her 
with  the  entertainment  of  fondnefie,joy,wonder,  and  amorous  fancy,  it  was 
her  hand  that  made  the  fruit  beauteous  to  Adam;  ft}efan>  it  fair  of  it  fclf,  and 
foj1}e  eat ;  but  Adam  was  not  moved  by  that  argument,  but  the  Woman  gave  it 
me  and  I  did  eat :  flie  gave  vivacity  to  the  temptation,  and  efficacy  to  5ic  ar- 
gumer^.  And  the  feverity  of  the  Mans  uuderf\anding  would  have  given  a 
rcafonable  anfwer  to  the  intlnuations  of  the  Serpenr,  that  was  an  ugly  beafV, 
and  his  arguments  not  being  of  thcrhfelves  convincing  to  a  wife  perfon,  ei- 
ther muft  put  on  advantages  of  a  fair  infinuation  and  reprefentment,or  they  Hab«n.  vefii^- 
are  returned  with  fcorn  j  but  when  the  beauteous  hands  of  his  young  Virgin  taccm  quandam 
MiftreiTe  became  the  Oratour£,the  temptation  was  an  amrevolexr^a^c  kilfes  a^iTonitk)  uxo- 
the  prefenter  and  hugs  the  ruine.     Here  therefore  it  is  our  fafeft  courfe  to  '^i'^^aT^efur"' 
make  a  retrenchment  of  all  thofeexcrefcenciesofaftedions ,  which  like  qu^confulic. 
wilde  and  irregular  fuccours,draw  away  noorifhment  from  the  Trunk,  ma-  S.Chrjtbft. 
king  it  as  fttrile  zi>  it  felf  is  uijprofitahle  *,  as  we  mu(\reftrain  the  inclinati- 
ons of  nature,  fo  alfo  of  fociety  and  relation,  when  they  become  inconreni^ 
ent,  and  let  nothing  of  our  family  be  fo  adopted  or  naturalized  into  ow 
afledions,  as  to  create  with  in  us  a  new  concupifcence  ,  and  afecond  time 
fpoil  our  nature ',  what  God  intended  to  us  for  a  help,let  not  our  fondnefTcs 
convert  into  a  fnare,  and  he,  that  is  not  ready  to  deny  the  importunities, 
and  to  rejeft  the  interefls  of  a  Wife  or  childe  or  Friend,  when  the  queftion 
is  for  God,  deferves  to  milfe  the  comforts  of  a  good,and  to  feel  the  troubles 
of  an  imperious  woman. 

We  alfo  have  ends  and  defignes  of  our  own  •,  fome  grear  purpofe ,  upon  Ai 

which  the  greateft  part  of  our  life  turns  •,  It  may  be,  we  are  to  raife  a  fa-  ^ 

mily,  to  recover  a  funk  eftate,  or  elfe  ambition,  honour ,  or  a  great  imploy^ 
ment  is  the  great  hinge  of  all  our  greater  a(ftions.  And  fome  men  are 
apt  to  make  haft  to  be  rich,  or  are  to  paf!e  through  a  great  many  difficul- 
ties to  be  honourable  ,  and  here  the  Derill  will  fwell  the  hopes, 
arid  obftrua  the  palfagcs  j  he  will  heighten  the  dcfire,  and  mulciply 
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the  bufinefife  of  accefie,  making  the  concupifcence  more  impatient,  and 
yet  the  way  to  the  purchafe  of  our  purpofes  fo  full  of  imployment  and 
variety?  that  both  the  implacable  defire  and  the  multitude  of  changes 
.  and  tranfa<ftions  may  increafe  the  danger  ,  and  multiply  the  fin.  For  when 
the  Enemy  hath  obferved  our  ends  ,  he  makes  his  tentations  to  re- 
flect from  that  angle  which  is  direft  upon  them,  provoking  to  malice  and 
impatience  againft  whomfoever  we  find  ftanding  in  our  way,wherher  willing. 
ly  or  by  accidents  then  follow  naturally  all  thole  fins,  which  are  inftrument- 
all  to  removing  the  impediments ,  to  facilitating  the  palTage ,  to  endearing 
ourfriends,  to  procuring  more  confidents,  to  fecuring  our  hopes,  and  en- 
tring  upon  poUefiion.  5imon  Magus  had  a  defire  to  be  accounted  fome  great  one^ 
and  by  that  purpofe,  he  was  tempted  to  forceryand  divination,  and  with 
a  new  objed  he  brought  a  new  fin  into  the  world,  adding  fimonie  to  his  for- 
cery,  and  taught  pofterity  that  crime,  which  till  then  had  neither  name  nor 
being,  hwd.  thofe  Ecclefiafticks,  who  violently  afteft  rich  or  pompous  Prela- 
'  ^  cies,  pollute  themfelves  with  wordly  arts,  growing  covetous  as  Syrian  Mer- 

chants,ambitious  as  the  Levantine  Princes,  fadious  as  the  people,  revenge- 
full  as  jealoufie,  and  proud  as  conquerours  and  ufurpers ,  and  by  this  means 
beafts  are  brought  into  the  Temple,  and  the  Temple  it  felf  is  expofed  to 
fale,  and  the  holy  rites  afwell  as  the  beafrs  of  Sacrifice  are  made  venall*. 
To  prevent  the   infinite  inconveniencies  ,   that   thruft  themfelves  in- 
to the  common  and  great  roades  of  our  life ,    the    beft  courfe  is  to 
cut  our  great  channell  into  little  rivulets ,  making  our  ends  the  more? 
that  we  may  be  indiflerent  to  any,  propofing  mthing  great ^  that  our 
defires  may  be  UttleSoK  fo  we  fliall  be  better  able  to  digefl^  the  troubles  of  an 
Enemy,  the  contradi(ftiGns  of  an  unhandfome  accident,  the  croiTing  of  onr 
hopes  5  becaufe  our  defires  are  even,and  our  ends  are  leiTe  csnfiderable,  and 
'we  can  with   much    readinelfe   divert   upon   another   purpofe  ,  have- 
ing  another  ready  with  the   fame    proportion    to  our  herpes  and  de- 
lires  as  the  firft.    Thus'  if  we    propound  to  our   felves  an  honeft  im- 
ployment, or  a  quiet    retirement,   a  work   of  charity  abroad,  or  of 
devotion  at  home,  if  we  mifi'e  in  our  firft  fetting  forth,  we  return  to 
fhoar,  where  we  can  negotiate  with  content ,  it  being  alike  to  us,  either 
to  traffick  abroad  with  more  gain,  or  trade  at  home  with  more  fafetyj  but 
when  we  once  grow  great  in  our  defires,  fixing  too  earneftly  upon  one  ob- 
je^^we  either  grow  impatient  as  Rachel.  (Give  me  children  ,  or  I  dye)  or 
.take  ill  courfes  and  ufe  unlawfull  means  (  as  ttwmr ,  choofing  rather  to 
lie  with  her  Father,  than  to  die  without  ilTue)   or  elfe   are  mifera- 
Lie  in  the  lolTe  and  frufiration  of  our  hopes  (like  the  Women  of  Ramah, 
'"vyho  would  not  be  comforted :  )  Let  therefore  our  life  be  moderate,  our 
'^efires  reafonable,  our  hopes  little,  our  erhds  none  in  cminency  ^nd  prela- 
lation  abeve  others  •,  for  as  the  rayes  of  light  paiTmg  through  the  thin 
jr.    f-^p^^     'a^ir,  end  in  a  fmsll  and  undifcerned  Pyramis  j  but  reflected  upon  a  wall  are 
t^^^Dnuf^'-  doubled  and  increafe  the  w.irmth  to  a  fcorching  and  troublefomc  heat ; 
*     Xi  t         So  the  defires  of  Man,,  if  they  paiTe  through   an  even,  and  an   ih- 
frovenwn         different  life  towards  the  ilfues  of  an   ordinary  and  iiecelfaiy  courfe, 
inmjus.-ijaemy^^^  are  little,  and  within  command*,  but  if  they  palfe  upon  an  end 
c.crevjres       ^^  ^j^^  ^^  difficulty  or  ambition,  they  duplicate  and  grow  to  a  diftur 
vmne  nejas  d-^  bance  *,  and  we  have  (tew  the  even  and  temperate  lives  of  indifteren- 
mimimventes.^  ^^,^^^^^  continue  in  many  degrees  of  innocence  j  iyc  the  tsemptationc 
of  bufie  defignes  is  too  great  even  for  the  bcft  of  dilpofitions.         /^    Bu$ 
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But  thcfe  t^mptarlons  are  cTalTeand  mataial,  and  foon  difcernablc  j  ic  7. 

will  require  Ton  c  greater  obrerv^acion  to  arm  againft  fuch  as  are  mere  fpiri- 
tiral  and  imniarerial.  l'>r  he  harh  apples  to  cozen  children ,  and  gold  for 
Men,  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World  for  the  ambition  of  Princes,  and  the  va- 
nities of  the  World  for  the  intemperate  :  he  hath  difcourfes  ,  and  fair 
fpoken  principles?  to  abufe  the  pretenders  to  reafon,  and  he  hath  common 
prejudices  for  the  more  vulgar  uaderftandings.  Amongft  thefe  I  chofe  to 
f  ontider  fuch  as  are  by  way  of  principle  or  proportion. 

I.  The  hrft  great  principle  of  temptation,  I  Ihall  note,  is  a  generall  t. 

miftake,  which  excufcs  very  many  of  our  crimes  upon  pretence  oi'mfirmi- 
fy;  calling  all  tlrfe  fins,  to  which  by  natural  difpofition  we  are  inclined 
(though  by  carelelTenefTe  and  evil  cufi:omes,they  are  heightned  to  a  habit,) 
by  the  name  of  fins  ofin^rmity  :  to  which  Men  fuppole  they  have  reafon  i 

and  title  to  pretend.  If,  when  they  have  committed  a  crime ,  their  confci- 
ence  checks  them,and  they  are  troubled,and,duringthe  interval  and  abate- 
ment of  the  heats  of  defire,  refolve  againft  it,  and  commit  it  readily  at  the 
next  opportunity ;  the*  they  cry  out  againfi:  the  weaknelfe  of  their  aatiire , 
and  think,  as  long  as  this  body  of  death  is  about  them,  it  muft  be  thus  *,  and 
that  this  condition  may  ftand  with  the  ftate  of  Grace :  And  then  the  finne* 
fhall  return  periodically,  like  the  revolutions  of  a  Quartan  Ague,  welUnd 
ill  for  ever,  till  Death  furprizes  the  miftaker.  This  is  a  Patron  of  fins,  and 
makes  the  temptation  prevalent  by  an  authentick  inftrument ',  and  they 
pretend  the  words  of  S.PrfH/.-  For  the  good  that  I  would^  that  I  do  not y  but 
the  evil  that  I  would  not^  that  I  do:  For  there  isa  lawinxnyinembers  reheU.B,(iiH'lA$* 
ling  againfl  the  law  of  my  minde ,  bringing  me  into  captivitf  to  the  law  of  fin, ' 
And  thus  the  ftate  of  finne  is  miftaken  for  a  ftate  of  Grace  ,  and  the  im- 
ptrfed:ions  ©f  the  Law  are  mifca  lied  the  afiedions  and  neceffities  of  Na- 
ture ,  thatthey  might  feem  to  be  incurable,  and  the  perfons  apt  for  an 
excuff ,  therefore,  becaufe  for  nature  there  is  no  abfolute  care.    But  that 
thefe  words  of  S.  F^«/  may  not  become  a  favour  of  death,  and  inftru- 
ments  of  a  temptation  to  us,  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  Apoftle  by  a 
^\^x\  of  perron(as  is  ufual  "^  with  him)fpeaks  of  himfelf  not  as  in  the  jf  ^-     •  i 
ftate  of  Regeneration,  under  the  Gofpel,  but  under  the  difficulties,  ob-    ,1  ^'^^^^^^ 
fcurities,  infutiiciencies,  and  imptrfeftions  of  the  Law,  which  indeed  he  /  -^'^^-l* 
there  contends  to  have  been  a  rule  good,  andholy,  apt  toremonftrateour     t^'^'i       j 
mifery,  becaufe  by  its  prohibitions, &  limits  given  to  natural  defires,it  made  ^  ^^''•^•^^.Qr 
actions  (before  indifterent)  now  to  be  fins',  it  added  many  curfestothc  '^-^^-^P^S^ 
breakers  of  it ',  and  by  an  efficacy  of  contrariety  it  made  us  more  defirous  of  ^  '  ^'^" 
what  was  now  unlawful  :  but  it  was  a  covenant  in  which  our  nature  was  re- 
ftrained,but  not  helped  •,  it  was  proToked,but  not  fweetly  afTifted  ',  our  un- 
derftandings  were  inftru(!ted,  but  our  wils  not  fandified,and  there  were  no 
fuppletories  of  repentance  ',  every  greater  fin  was  like  the  fall  of  an  Angel^ 
irreparable  by  any  my  ftery,  or  eyprelfe  recorded  or  enjoyned  ;  Now  of  a 
Man  under  this  Covenant  he  defcribes  the  condition  to  be  fuch,  that  he  un- 
derftands  his  duty  ,  but  by  the  infirmities  of  Nature  he  is  certain  to  fall,' 
andby  thehelpsof  theLaw  not  ftrengthened  againft  it,  nor  reftored  af* 
rerir,  and  therefore   he  calls  himfelf  under  that  notion,  a  mferablc 
wan  fold  under  /r«,notdoingaccording  to  therulesef  the  Law  or  the  dilates 
of  his  reafon,  but  by  the  unaltered  mifery  of  his  nature,  certain  to  prevari- 
cate. But  the  petfon  deicribed  here  is  not  S.F4h/,is  not  any  juftificd  perfon^' 
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not  (o  much  as  a  Chriflian ,  but  one  who  is  under  aftate  efdireSf  oppofiiion  ^c 
the  flate  of  grace  y-ds  will  raanifeftly  appear  if  we  cbferve  the  antithdis  from 
Kotn.'j'V.o,      5^  paJ^lJ  q^j-j  charaders  h  for  the  Man  here  named  is  fuch ,  as  in  whomyFn 
I  ^  •  wrought  aU  conckpifcence^  in  whom  fin  livedo  and  flew  him,  (fo  that  he  was  dead 

Mt  22.  '^  trefpajfes  and  fins)  and  although  he  did  delight  in  the  law  after  bis  inward 

man^  that  is,  his  underAandii-vg  had  intelleftual  complacencies,  and  fatisfa- 
Et  1/.2  $.  dions ,  which  afterwards  he  calls  ferving  the  law  of  God  with  his  minde  (that 

is,  in  the  firft  difpofitions  and  preparations  of  his  fpirit)yet  he  could  aft 
n^othing.  For  the  law  in  his  members  did  inflave  him,  and  brought  him  into  cap- 
tivity to  the  law  of  fin  >  fo  that  this  perfon  was  full  cf  ad"ual  and  etiedive 
lufts ,  he  was  a  ilave  to  fin  and  dead  in  trefpalfes :  But  the  ftate  of  a  rege- 
Cal  ^  24  nerate  perfon  is  fuch,  as  to  have  crucified  theflejb  with  the  afeSions  and  lufisy 

RoTrt  6  6,1 2«    ^"  whom  fin  did  not  reign j  not  onely  in  the  minde ,  but  even  alfo  not  rn  the 
J  .    *  *  *     '    mortal  body,  over  whom  fin  had  no  dominion^  m  whom  the  old  man  was  crucified^ 
and  the  body  of  fin  was  deftroyed^md  fin  not  at  allferved.  And  to  make  the  an- 
tithefis  yet  cleerer,  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  next  Chapter  the  ApoAIe 
jS.iw/.8.2.         faith,  that  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  had  made  him  free  from  the  law  of  fin 
and  death  :  under  which  law  he  coniplained  immediately  before ,  he  was 
fold,  and  killed^  to  ftiew  the  perfon  was  not  the  fame  in  thefe  fo  difi'erent  and 
contradiftory  reprefentments.    No  Man  in  the  ftate  of  grace  can  fay ,  The 
evil  that  I  would  not  that  I  do',  if  by  evil  he  means  any  evil  that  is  habitual, 
or  in  its  own  nature  deadly, 
p.  So  that  now  let  no  Man  pretend  an  inevitable  neceffity  to  fin*,  for  if  ever 

it  comes  to  a  cuAome,  or  to  a  great  violation ,  though  but  in  a  fingle  aft,  it 
is  a  condition  of  carnality,  not  cffpirituallife',  and  thofe  are  not  the  infir- 
mities Of  nature,  but  the  weaknefles  of  grace  that  make  us  fin  fo  frequently, 
which  the  Apoftle  truly  affirms  to  the  fame  pui-pofe  *,  The  flejh  liifteth  agstinfi 
#<i/.<.l 7.         ^^^  fprityondthe  fpirit  againji  the  flejh-^fy  thefe  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  ether; 
if  ^,'^  '^  ^^j^^  fo  that  [ye  cannot]  or  [that  ye  "^  do  not  do]  the  things  that  ye  would.  This  difa- 
"       ^         *  bility  proceeds  from  the  ftrength  of  the  flefh ,  and  weaknelfe  of  the  fpirit : 
For  headdes,  But  if  ye  be  led  by  the  fpirit^  ye  are  not  under  the  law :  faying 
plainly,  that  the  Aatc  of  fuch  a  combare ,  and  difibility  of  doing  good,  is 
a  ftate  of  a  Man  under  the  Urv^  or  in  theflejh^  which  he  accounts  all  one ;  but 
every  Man  that  is  fanftified  under  the  Gofpel,  is,  led  by  the  fpirit^  and  walks 
ia  the  fpirit^  and  brings  forth  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit.  It  isnotourexcufe,  but 
the  aggravation  of  our  fin,  that  we  fall  again  in  defpight  of  fo  many  rcfoluti- 
^ns  to  the  contrary  :  And  let  us  not  flatter  our  felves  into  a  confidence  of 
fin,  by  fiippofing  the  Aate  of  grace  can  fVand  wi-rh  the  cuftome  of  any  fin  : 
For  it  is  the  ftate,  cither  cf  an  ammalis  homo  (as  the  Apoftle  calls  him)  that 
«twi.7.i4.       is,  a  Man  m  pure  naturals  without  the  clarity  of  divine  revelations,  who 
cannot  perceive  or  underfiand  the  things  of  God ;  or  elfe  oithe  carnal  man^  that 
is,  a  perfon,  who  though  in  his  u'.inde  he  is  convinced,  yet  he  is  not  yet 
^-eed  from  the  dominion  cf  fin*,  but  only  hath  his  eyes  opened,  but  not  his 
bonds  loofed.  For  by  the  perpetual  analogy  and  frequent  eyprelfes  in  Scri- 
pture, t^e^irit«d/])er/ow,Gr  the  Man  redeernedby  the  fpirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 
Jti.am.B.6,         '^  ^^<^^from  the  Lavp,d.nd  the  Dominion^  Sc  the  Kingdow^Sc  the  Power  of  aJl  fin. 
F(fr  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death,  but  to  be  fpiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace. 

But  fins  of  infirmity  in  true  feme  of  Scripture  fignifie  nothing ,  but  the 
fins  of  an  unholy  and  an  unfanftified  nature ',  when  they  are  taken  for  afti- 
ons  d-one  againft  the  ftrength  ofrefolution  out  of  the  ftrength  of  natural  ap- 
petite. 
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petite  asd  violence  of  de(^re :  and  therefore  in  fcripture  the  ftate  of  Sin,  and 
thcOateofinfirmityisallone.  For,  when  we  were  yet  without  Jtrength  ^  in 
due  firm  Chriji  died  for  the  "^  ungodly  (faith  the  Apoftle*,)  the  condition  in  j^^^^  ^  ^^ 
which  we  were,  when  Chi  ift  became  a  facrifice  for  us,  was  certainly  a 
conditiouo(  fin  and  enmity  with  God,  and  yet  this  he  calls  a  being  wr/V^-  ^       .    >    .^ 
•Kt  ftrength^  or  in  a  flate  of  weaknefie  and  infirmity  *,  which  we,  who  be-  o»narH^**^«- 
leere  all   our  ftrength  to  be  derived  from  Chrifts  death,  and  the  af-  »"*v,''«"p«<»^- 
fiftance   of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  fruit   of  his  afcenfio«,  may   fodn    ap-  ^^'^  '^(J^'IJ^ 
prehend  to  be  the  true  meaning  of  the  word.     And  in  tills  fenfe  is  ftrength^th^ 
that  faying  of  our  Blelfed   SAVIOUR,  Toe  whole  have  no  need  of  a  if^fiHodlj^^ 
Fhyftckn  but   they   that   dre  weak.  -'   for  therfore  Chrift  cdtiie  into    the 
world  tofave  ftnners  thofe  are  the  perfons  of  Chrifts  infirmary  ,  whofe  refti- 
tutionandrediK^ion  toaftareof  lifeandhealth  was  his  great  defigne.  So 
that  whoever  fin  habitually^  that  is,  conftantty,  periodicaliy,  at  thercvolu-  videAngufl. 
tion  of  a  temptation  ,  or  frequently,  or  eafily  ,  are  perfons  who  ft  ill  re-  1 »  c.17  «i«P«c- 
main  in  the  ftate  of  fin  and  death.  And  their  intcrvalls  of  piety  are  but  pre-  ^^T^u^^^^^^' 
paratlons  to  a  ftate  of  grace,  which  they  may  then  be,  when  they  are 
not  ufed  to  countenance  or  e xeufe  the  fin  or  to  flatter  the  perfon.  But  if 
the  intermediate  refolutions  of  cmendatioH  (though  they  never  run  be- 
yond the  next  affauk  of  paffion  or  defire)  be  taken  for  a  ftate  of  grace 
blended  with  infirmiciesof  nature,  they  become  deftruftive  of  all  thofe 
purpofes  though  our  miftake,  which  they  might   have  promoted,  If 
they  had  been  rightly  underftood  ,  obferved  and  cheriffied.  Sometimes 
indeed  the  greatneflfe  of  a  temptation  may  become  an  inftrument  to  ex- 
cnfe  fome  degrees  of  the  fin ,  and  make  the  man  pityable ,  whofe  ruin 
fcemes  almoft  certain  becaufe  of  the  greatnelTe  and  violence  of  the  enemy, 
Miectingwith  a  naturall  aptnelTe*,  biit  then  the  queftion  will  be  whither 
axi  to  what  aftions  that  ftrong  temptation  carries  him  ?  whither  to  a  work 
ofa  mortallnatuie,  or  onely  to  a  (mall  irregularity?  that  is,  whither  to 
death,  or  to  a  wound  ?  for  what  ever  the  principle  be,  if  the  cflc(ft  be  death, 
tlie  mans  cafe  was  therefore  to  be  pityed  ,  becaufe  his  ruin  was  the  more 
inevitable-,  not  fo  pityed,  as  to  excufe  hiiu  from  the  ftate  of  death.  For 
Itt  the  temptation  be  never  fo  ftrong,  every  Chriftian  man  hath  affiftances 
fufiacient  to  fupport  him,  fo  as  that  without  his  own  yeelding,  no  temptation 
is  ftronger  then  that  grace  which  God  ofes  hinijfor  if  it  were,it  were  not  (9 
much  as  a  fii?  of  infirmity/it  were  no  fin  at  all.  This  therefore  muft  be  certain 
to  US',  when  the  violence  of  our  pafliions  ,  or  defires  overcomes  our  refolu- 
tions, arid  fairer  pHrpofes  againft  the  diftate  of  our  reafon ,  that  indeed  is  a 
ftate  of  infirmity,  but  it  isalfoof  fin  and  death,  a  ftate  of  immortificationi 
becaufe  the  oftices  of  grace  are  to  crucifie  the  old  man,  that  is,  our  former, 
and  impuftr  converfation  •,  to  fubdue  th,e  petulancy  of  our  paffions ,  to  re- 
duce them  to  reafon, and  roreftore  Empire  and  dominion  to  the  fuperiour 
faculties.  So  that  this  condition  in  proper  fpeaking  is  not  fo  good  as  the 
mjiTmiry  ofgrace^  but  it  is  m  grace  at  all:  fcr  who  ever  are  Chrift s ,  have  cruci^  (/<i/.5«24. 
iiedthefiejh  with  the  afelHons  and  luftf^  thofe  other  imperfeft  inefied"ive  re- 
folutions are  but  the  firft  approaches  of  the  kingdom  cf  Chrift  nothing  but 
the  clarities  of  lightning,  dark  as  foon  as  light ',  and  they  therefore  cannot 
be  evcnfes  to  us  becaufe  the  contrary  weaknefTes,  (as  we  call  them)  do  not 
make  the  fin  imvolmtary  ,  butchcfenandpurfiied,  and  in  true  fpeaking  is 
rhe  flicngth  of  the  kift,  net  the  rn6rmity  of  a  (Yate  of  grace. 

K  4  But 
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1 1,  But  yet  there  is  a  condition  cf  grace,  which  is  a  ftate  of  little  and  impcr- 

fcft  ones,  fuch  as  are  called  in  Scripture,  Smoakjng  flax  and  bruifed  reeds; 
which  is  a  ftate  of  the  firft  dawning  cf  rhe  Sun  of  rightecufnefi'e ,  when  the 
SAtifuft.lib.de  lights  of  grace  new  rife  upon  our  eyes',  and  then  indeed  they  are  weak 
gratia  &  liber :    and  have  a  more  dangerous  neighbourhood  of  »emptations  and  deiires, 
^bicci;.       but  they  are  not  fubdued  by  them  :  they  fin  not  by  dire<S  ele<ftion  ,  their 
2^»  adionscriminallarebut  like  thcllimeof  Nilus,  leaving  rats  half  formed, 

they  fin  huz  feldom^  and  when  they  do,  his  infmall  inftances^  and  then  alfo 
by  furpnfe ,  'by  inadvertency^  and  interrupt  their  own  afts  and  lejfen  them  perpe- 
tuallyj  and  never  do  an  aft  of  finfullneiTe,but  the  principle  is  fuch  as  makes 
it  to  be  involuntary  in  many  degrees.   For  when  the  underftanding  is  cleer, 
and  the  diftatc  of  reafon  undifturbed,and  determinate,whatfoever  then  prc- 
duces  an  irregular  aftion  excufes  not,bccaufe  the  aftion  is  not  made  the  lel?e 
Voluntary  by  it?  for  the  aBion  is  mt  made  involuntary  from  any  other  principle  but 
fromfome  defeB  of  under flanding  either  in  aft  or  habit,  or  faculty.  For  wliere 
there  is  no  fuch  defeft,there  is  a  full  deliberation  according  to  the  capacity' 
;         .         of  the  man,and  then  the  aft  of  eleftion  that  follows  is  clear,  and  full ',  and  is 
that  proper  difpofition  which  makes  him  truely  capable  of  puniftiment ,  or 
reward  refpeftively.Now  although  in  the  firft  beginings  of  grace  there  is  not 
a  direft  ignorance  to  excufe  totally,yet  becaufe  a  fudden  furprife  or  an  inac'» 
vertency  is  not  alwayes  in  our  power  to  prevent,there  things  do  IclTen  the  t  - 
leftion  &  freedom  of  the  aftion,  &  then  becaufe  they  are  but  feIdom,and  ne- 
Ver  proceed  to  arjy  length  of  time,or  any  great  inftances  of  crime,  and  are  c- 
"very  day  made  ftillmore  infrequent,becaure  grace  growing  ftrongsfjthe  ob- 
iervation  and  advertency  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  attendance  of  the  inner  man 
grows  more  eft'eftuall  and  bufy ,  this  is  a  ftate  of  the  imperfeftion  of  grace? 
iut  a  ftate  of  grace  it  is.  And  it  is  morecommonly  obferved  to  be  eyprelTed 
in  the  imperfeftion  of  our  good  aftions,  than  in  the  iiTegularity  of  bad  afti- 
»ns :  and  in  this  fenfe  are  thofe  words  of  our  Bleifed  S AUIOVR :  the  Sp'nit 
truely  is  willingyhut  the  flejl)  is  weakh  which  in  this  inftance  wasnotexpref- 
fed  in  fin^  but  in  a  naturall  imperfeftion,  which  then  was  a  receflicn  from  a 
civility,  a  not  watching  with  the  Lord.  And  fuch  as  this  is  rhe  onely  infirmity 
that  can  confift  with  the  ftate  of  grace. 
12.  So  that  now  we  may  lay  what  load  we  pleafe  upon  our  nature ,  and  call 

bur  violent  and  unmor  tilled  dellres  by  the  name  of  an  imperfeft  grace  ',  but 
then  we  are  dangeroufly  miftaken  &:  flatter  our  felves  into  an  opinion  of  pi- 
ety,when  we  are  in  the  gall  of  bitternesjfo  making  our  mifery  the  more  cer- 
tain and  irremediable,  becaufe  we  think  ir  needs  nothing  but  a  perpetuity 
and  perfeverance  to  bring  us  to  heaven.  The  violence  of  paffion  and  defirts 
is  a  mifery  of  nature,but  a  perfeft  principle  of  fin',  multiplying,  and  repeat-* 
ing  the  afts ,  but  not  lelfening  the  malignity :  But  fins  of  infirmity ,  v/hen 
we  mean  fins  of  a  lelfe  and  lower  malice  are  fins  of  alefle  and  imperfeft 
choyce,  becaufe  of  the  miavoideable  imperfeftion  of  the  underftanding. 
Sins  of  infirmity  are  alwaies  infirme  fins,that  is,  weak  and  inperfeft  in  theii' 
principle,  and  in  their  nature  and  in  their  defigne  j  that  is,  they  are  aftions 
incomplete  in  all  their  capacities  j  but  then  pafTions  and  periodical!  incli- 
nations confifting  with  a  regular  and  determined  and  aftuall  underftanding 
muft  never  be  their  principle',  for  whatsoever  proceedes  thence  is  deftru- 
ftive  of  fpirituall  life, and  inconfiftent  with  the  ftate  of  Grace.  But  fins  of 
infirmity,  when  th^y  pretend  to  a  lefie  degree  of  nialigmty ,  and  a  greateiP' 

degree 
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degree  of  cxcufe,  arcfuchas  are  litcle  more  then  fms  of  pure  and  in- 
culpable ignorance  *,  for  in  that  degree,in  which  any  other  piinciple  is  niixr 
with  them,  in  the  fame  degree  they  arc  criminall  and  incxcwfable.  For  as 
a  tin  of  infirmity  is  pretended  to  be  litcle  in  its  value  and  malignity  :  fo 
it  is  certain,  if  it  be  great  in  the  infiance ,  it  is  not  a  fin  of  infirmity,  that 
is,  it  is  a  itate  or  ad  of  death,  and  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  Hate  of 
grace. 

2.  Another  principle  of  temptation  pregnant  wi  ch  fin,   and  frutifuU  of  12.. 

monfters  is  a  weaker  pretence,  which  Icfle  wary  and  credulous  perfonj  - 

abufe  themfelves  wirhall,  pretending  as  a  ground  for  their  confidence  and 
incorrigible  pmfuanceof  their  courfes  ?  that  they  have  a  good  meanings 
that  they  intend  fometiuies  well,  and  fometimes  not  ill :  and  this  fhall  be 
fufficient  to  fanftifie  their  aftions  and  to  hallow  their  fin.  And  this  is  of 
worfe  malice,  when  religion  is  the  colour  for  a  war,  and  the  prefervation  it- 

of  faith  made  the  warrant  for  deftrud:ion  of  charity,  and  a  zeal  for  GOD 
made  the  falfe  light  to  lead  us  to  difobedience  to  Man,  and  hatred  of  ido- 
latry is  the  Iiuilher  of  facri ledge,  and  the  defiance  of  fuperftition  the  in- 
troducer of  piophanenefle,  and  reformation  made  the  colour  for  a  fchifme, 
and  liberty  of  confcience  the  way  to  a  bold  and  fawcy  herefy ;  for  the  end- 
may  indeed  hallow  an  indifferent  a<ftion,but  can  never  make  ftraight  a  croo- 
ked and  irregular. It  was  not  enough  for  Saul  to  cry,/or  GOD  and  thefacrifice. 
that  he  fpared  the  fat  flocks  of  Amalek.'-  and  it  would  be  a  ftrange  zeal  and 
foiwarduelfe,  thatrather  then  the  altar  of  incenfe  fhould  notfmoak,  will 
hum  ajfa  fxtida^  or  the  marrow  of  a  mans  bones.  For  as  GOD  will  be  ho- 
noured ky  ns,  fo  alfo  in  wayes  of  his  own  appointment :  for  we  are  the  makers 
of  our  own  religioi'i,  if  we  in  our  zeal  fur  GOD  do  what  he  hath  forbid-  ViicJ  iftori  im 
den  us.  And  every  fin  committed  for  religion^  is  juft  fuch  a  violence  done  to  ^  ^^^^  ,^*  ^  ^^ 
it,  as  it  feeks  to  prevent  or  remedy.  ,  g,  yerfe.' 

And  fo  it  is,  if  it  be  committed  for  an  end  or  pretence  of  charity  as  well 
as  of  religion  j  we  niuft  be  curious  that  no  pretence  engage  us  upon  an  aftion  '  4^ 

that  is  certainly  crimind  in  its  own  nature  ,  charity  may  (ometimes  require  our 
lives,but  no  obligation  can  endear  a  damnation  to  us ',  we  are  not  bound  to 
the  choice  of  aw  eternal  ruine  to  fave  another.Indeed  fo  far  as  an  option  will 
go ,  it  may  concern  the  excrefcencies  of  piety  to  choofe  by  a  tacite  or 
exprere  ad:  of  volition  to  become  anathema  f^r  our  Brethren^  that  is,by  putting  Jiom-^.i* 
a  cafe  and  fidion  of  law  ro  fuppofe  it  better  and  wifh  it  rather,  that  I  (hould 
perifh  then  my  Nation.  Thus  far  is  charitable^becaufe  it  is  innocent  *,  for  as 
it  is  great  love  to  our  Countrey,  fo  it  is  no  uncharitablenelfe  to  our  felves : 
for  fuch  options  alwayes  arc  meffedive ,  and  produce  nothing  but  reward* 
cf  charity,  and  a  greater  glory.  And  the  holy  JESUS  himfelf,  who  onely 
could  be,  and  was  effedively  accurfed  to  fave  us ,  gott  by  it  an  exceeding 
and  mighty  glorification  j  and  Saint  Paul  did  himfelf  advantage  by  his  cha- 
ritable devotion  foi"  his  Countreymen.  But  finc« ,  God  never  puts  the 
qneftion  to  us,  fo  that  either  we  or  our  ration  muft  be  damned  ,  behaving 
rxt  eveiy  mans  finall  condition  upon  his  own  adions  in  the  vertuc  and  obe-. 
diencc  of  Chrift,  if  we  miftake  the  exprefies  of  charity,  and  fuffer  our  felves 
to  be  damned  indeed  for  Gods  glory,or  our  Brethrens  good,we  fpoil  the  du- 
ty, and  ruin  our  felves  when  onr  option  comes  to  ad.  But  it  is  obferveable,. 
that  although  religion  i?  often  pretended  to  juftifie  a  fin ,  yet  charity  is  buc 
feldom',  which  makes  it  full  of  fufpicion,  that  religion  is  but  the  covet. 
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to  the  deaths  head  ,  and  at  the  beft  isbut  anaccufingofGOD,  that  he  is 
not  willing,  or  not  able  te  preferve  Religion  without  our  irregular  and  im- 
pious cooperations.  But  however,  though  itmightconceinustowifh  our 
felves  rather  accurfed,  then  Religion, or  our  Prince,  or  our  Countrey  fliould 
perilli  (foi"  I  finde  no  inftances  that  it  is  lawful  fo  much  as  to  wifh  it  for  the 
preferyation  of  a  fingle  friend)  yet  it  is  againft  charity  to  bring  fuch  a  wifh 
to  pal!e,  and  by  fin  to  damn  our  felves  really  for  a  good  end  either  of  Reli- 
gion or  charity. 

'  S  Let  us  therefore  ferve  GOD,  as  he  hath  defcri bed  the  vjray,  for  aH  cur  ac* 

ttffe  to  him  being  z(ts  of  his  free  concefTion  and  grace  mcft  be  by  his  own 
defignation  and  appointment.  We  might  as  well  havechofen,  what  fhape 
our  bodies  fhould  be  of,  as  of  what  inftances  the  fubftance  of  our  religion 
fhould  confifi:. 

,  I  ^  5 .  A  third  principle  of  temptation  is ,  an  opinion  of  profecuting  anions 

©fcivility,  compliance,  and  lociety,  to  the  luxation  ofa  point  cf  piety  and 
ftrider  duty  j  and  good  natures ,  perfons  of  humane  and  fweeter  difpofiti- 
ons,  are  too  apt  to  dafli  upon  this  rock  ef  offence.  But  the  evil,  that  I  would 
note  is ,  that  there  are  fome  conditions  of  Mcr,  to  whom  a  vice  is  fo  accu- 
ftonied ,  that  he  that  n.ingles  with  thevni  muft  handle  the  crime  and  ts-uch 
the  venome.  There  are  fome  vices  which  are  national^  there  are  fome  that 
are  points  of  honour^  fome  are  civilitk^  c(  entertainment,  and  they  are 
therefore  accounted  unavoidable,  becaufe  the  underftanslings  of  Men  are 
degeneroHS  as  their  mansers,  and  it  is  accounted  fottini  and  phantafticall 
not  K>  communicate  in  their  accuftomed  loofeneres.  Aniongft  fome  Men 
all  their  firftaddreCes  are  drinkings,  their  entertainments  intemperate  be- 
yond the  permrfliens  of  Chriftian  aufterity,  their  drink  is  humorons,  and 
their  humeiirs  qHairellous,  and  it  is  diftionourable  n®t  to  engage  in  Duell, 
and  venture  your  foul  to  afcertain  an  empty  reputation.  Thefe  inconvcni- 
CHcies  rely  upon  falfe  opinions,  and  vain  fancies,  having  no  greater  foun- 
dation ,  then  the  fottifh  difcourfes  of  ignorant  and  ungodly  perfons ,  and 
they  have  no  peculiar  and  appropriate  remedy ,  but  a  refolute  feverity  of 
mannas  ,  and  a  confideration  what  is  required  of  us  as  Chi-iftians  to  con- 
front againft  tliofe  fonder  cufromes  and  expe<3"ations  from  us,  as  we  engage 
in  the  puddles  of  the  world  and  are  blended  in  fociety. 

I7»  To  which  purpofes  we  muft  be  earcfull  not  to  engage  too  freely  in  Icoftr 

company,  never  without  bufineflfe  or  unavoidable  accidents  i  and  when 
we  mingle  in  affair?,  it  will  concern  our  fafety  to  watch,  left  multitude  of 
talk,  goodnelTe  and  facility  of  nature,  the  delight  of  company ,  and  the 
freedom  and  ill  cuftomed  civilities  do  by  degrees  draw  us  away  from  our 
guards  and  retirement  of  fpirit.  For  in  thefe  cafes,  every  degree  of  dilfolu- 
tion  difarms  us  of  our  ftrengths,  and  if  we  give  way  fo  far  ,  as  we  think  ic 
tolerable^  we  inftantly  and  undifcerneably  pafle  into  unlarvfuJl  and  criminall. 
But  our  beft  defences  aredepofited  in  a  fevere  and  prudent  underftanding, 
and  difcerning  the  fotriflinefe  of  fuch  principles ,  which  reprefent  vice  in 
civil  language,  and  propound  a  crime  toy  on  under  a  cover  of  kindnefie, 
which  is  juft  fo  much  recompence  as  it  is  fatisfa<^ion  to  a  condemned 
pcrfon,  that  he  was  accufed  by  a  witty  Oratour,  and  fentenced  by  an  elo- 
quent Judge.  Remember  alwayes,  that  the  frkndjhrps  of  the  world  are  enmity 
wnh  Got/,and  that  thofe  focietics,which  arecombin'd  by  relations  of  drink& 
wantonnefie,  an^  impertineiicy  and  aimes,are  either  confidcrable  in  civili- 
ty. 
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ty,or  reafon,  cr  reputation*,  no  wife  man  is  moved  by  their  teftimeny  ,  or 
difcourfes,  and  they  arc  fo  impotent,  rude  and  undifcerning  a  theane ,  that 
moft  commonly  he  is  the  befi  wariywho  from  thence  is  the  worji  reported  and 
reprefented.  *  ^  g 

But  in  all  the  inftances  of  this  great  evill ,  the  vffry  ftating  the  queftion  ^ 

right  is  above  half,  the  vidory.  For  it  is  a  queftion  between  miAaken  civi- 
lity and  certain  duty  :  piety  on  one  fide,  and  the  difguifes  of  humanity  on 
the  other.  God  and  Man  are  the  parties  interefied,  and  to  counterpoifc  the 
influence  of  the  figkt  and  face  of  man ,  (which  being  in  a  vifible  communi- 
cation, it  is  not  in  feme  natures  to  negled:  or  contradid)  there  are  all  rhr 
excellencies  of  God,  the  efieds  of  hii  power,  his  certain  prefence,  and  om- 
nircience,  the  ftverities  of  his  judgement,  and  the  fwectnefie  and  invitation 
ef  his  mercies,  bef.des  the  prudence,  wifdom  and  fatisfaftion  to  the  fpirit 
when  we  wifely  negleft  fucn  fottifh  and  low  abufes  and  temptations,to  con- 
form to  the  rules  of  reafon  and  duty  in  eomplyance  with  the  purpofesof 
God  and  our  own  felicities. 

3.  1  hefe  ill  nsanaged  principles  are  dangers  as  univerfal  as  an  infc<ftcd  air  j  j  g 

yet  there  are  feme  difeafes  mnre  proper  to  the  particular  ftate  of  religion, 
I.  to  young  beginners  in  religion  he  reprefents  the  difficulties  of  religion, 
and  propounds  the  greater  examples  of  holy  perfons,  and  atirights  them 
with  thofe  mountains  of  piety,  obferving  where  and  upon  what  inftance  of 
feverity  his  fancy  will  be  moft  apprehentive  and  afflid^edi  &  this  he  fails  not 
often  to  reprefent  with  a  purpofe,  that  by  believing  no  piety  lelfe,  then  the 
grcateft  can  be  good,  he  may  defpair  of  thofe  heights  and  retire  into  the 
fccurities  and  indirierencies  of  a  careleffe  life.  But  this  is  to  be  cured  by  all 
thofe  inf;rumentsof  piety,  which  in  fpeciall  are  incentives  of  the  love  of 
GOD,  and  endearments  of  fpirituall  and  religious  aftedions :  and  particu- 
larly byconfideration  of  the  Divine  goodnefle,  rvbo  kn^ws  whereof  we  are 
tttdcie^  and  remembers  that  rve  are  but  duft  ,  and  will  require  no  more  of  us  then 
according  to  our  powers  and  prefent  capacities.  But  thcfubjed  matter  of  p  •  ^  .. 
this  temptation  is  conlidered  and  refuted  in  the  Difcourfe  of  the  love  cac.  of  the  De-' 

cf  GOD.  caljr;u- i.Com. 

But  moft  commonly  young  beginners  are  zealous  and  high,  and  not  ^  20 
fo  eafily  tempted  to  a  receffion,  till  after  a  long  time  by  a  revolution  of  af- 
fe*^ions  they  are  abated  by  a  defervefcency  in  holy  anions ',  the  Devilutes 
tD  prompt  them  on,  not  that  he  loves  the  piet>',  and  the  progrelTe,  but  that 
he  would  engage  theperfon  in  imprudences  and  fuch  forward nefie  of  ex- 
prefTes,  which  ei-ther  are  in  their  own  natuie,  indifcretions,  or  from  which, 
by  reafon  of  the  incapaciry  cf  the  perfon,  it  is  necelTary  for  him  to  retire, 
A  new  Convert  is  like  a  bird  newly  entred  into  a  nee,  through  which  podibly 
fhe  mightpal^e  without  danger,  if  her  fears  and  unreafonable  ftrivings  did 
not  inrangle  her,  but  when  by  bufy  and  diUurbed  fiutterings  fhedifcoiupo- 
fes  the  crder  of  it,  flie  is  intangled  and  unpenned,  iir^d  made  a  prty  to  her 
treacherous  Enemy.  Such  are  the  undifcreet  ftrivings  and  too  forward  en- 
terprifes  of  new  penitents ,  whom  we  ftiall  obferve  too  often  undertaking 
great  aufterities,  n;aking  vows  and  cafting  bands  upon  their  libertie,  and 
fnares  upon  their  perfons,  thinking  nothing  great  enough  to  expiate  their 
fin,  or  to  prefent  to  GOD,  or  to  endear  their  fervices,  or  fecure  their 
perfeveranre :  and  therefore  they  lay  a  load  of  fetters  upon  thcmfeives, 
cr  rather  cut  of  their  /f  gj,that  th-ey  may  neiiier  go  backjfXhci't^oiQ  luyirg  an  oh- 

ligacion 
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gation  of  vows  and  btoncrable  burdens  on  thenifelves,  that  by  thefe  they 
mny  by  a  compendium  of  piciy  redeem  the  time,  and  by  thofe make  it  im- 
poflible  to  prevaricate.  But  the  obfcrvacion  of  the  fad  events  and  nnail  ac- 
cidents of  thele  men  hath  g'lven  probation  of  the  indifcrecion  of"  fuch  ft  f  i- 
ous  addrefles,  and  beginnings.  And  it  was  prudently  done  of  3/c?/eti«j- of 
Theod  ret  1, 5.  Antioch  when  he  vifited  the  dioceifes  of  Syvid,  and  the  feverall  religious 
^  "^^  perfons,  famous  for  fevere  undertakings,  efpyingthat  Simecn  Sty'ites  dwdt 

upon  a  pillar,  and  had  bound  his  leg  with  a  ftrong  chain  of  iron,  he  fenc 
for  a  Smith  canfing  it  to  be  knocked  ofl^  and  faid,  To  a  man  that  loves  GOD 
his  mind  is  afufcient  chains.  For  the  loads  of  voluntary  aufterities  rafhiy  uh- 
dertaken  makes  religion  a  burden,when  their  firft  heates  expire  ?  and  their 
vowes  which  are  intended  tofecuie  the  pradife  and  prepetuate  the  piety, 
are  but  the  occalions  of  an  aggravate  crime,and  the  vow  does  not  fecure  the 
piety,  but  the  wearinelfe  and  fatiety  of  the  duty  tempts  to  the  breaking  of 
the  vow,or  at  leaft  makes  the  man  impatient ,  when  he  cannot  per  lift  with 
content,  nor  retire  with  fafety. 

2 1,  It  therefore  concerns  all  fpirituall  guides  to  manage  their  new  Converts 
with  fober  Counfels,  and  moderate  permiffions,  knowing  that  fiiblime  fpe- 
culations  in  the  Metaphyficks  txt  not  lit  entertainment  for  an  infant  uu- 
derftanding.  There  is  milk  for  babes  andjiroug  meat  for  men  of  riper  piety,  and 
it  will  i-mptoy  all  the  regular  ftrength  of  young  beginners  to  conteft  againft 
the  reliques  of  thofe  niifchiefs,  which  remain  iince  the  expulf  on  of  the 
old  man,  and  to  mafter  thofe  difficulties,  which  by  the  nature  of  the  ftate 
are  certJiinly  confequent  tofo  late  muration.  And  if  we  by  the  fuiies  of 
Zeal,  and  the  impatience  of  miftaken  piety,  are  violent  and  indifcreet  in 
-the  deftroyihg  of  our  Enemies,we  probably  niay  tread  the  thiftle  down,and 
trample  upon  all  its  appearances,  and  yet  leave  the  root  in  the  ground  with 
haft  ,  and  imprudent  forwai-dnelte.  Gentle  and  foft  counfels  are  the  fureft 
Enemies  to  your  vice,  and  the  beft  confervatours  and  promoters  of  a  vertu- 
ous  ftate  :  but  a  hafty  charge,  and  the  condud:  of  a  yonng  Leader  may  en- 
gage an  early  fpirit  in  dangers,  and  difhonours.  And  this  temptation  is  of 
fo  much  greater  danger,  becaufe  it  hath  a  face  of  zeal  and  niters  with  all 
enconr^igements  from  without ,  every  Man  being  apt  to  chcrifh  a  new  con- 
vert, and  to  enflamehis  new  fires:  but  few  coniider  the  inconveniences 
that  are  confequent  to  indifcreet  beginnings,  and  the  worfe  events  ufiially 

22.  appendant  to  fuch  inconveniences.  ; 

Indeed  it  is  not  ufuall  that  prudence  and  a  new  kindled  zeal  meet  in 
the  fame  perfon  :  but  it  will  therefore  concern  the  fafety  of  new  converts, 
who  cannot  guide  thenifelves,  to  give  thenifelves  up  to  the  condu<^  of  an 
experienced  fpirituall  perfon,  who  being  difintereft  in  thofe  heats  of  the 
f  rft  appreheniions,  and  being  long  taught  by  the  obfervation  cf  the  acci- 
dents of  a  fpiriruail  life,  upon  what  rocks,  raftmcife  and  zeal  ufually  do  en- 
'  guge  us,  can  beft  tell  what  degrees  and  what  inftanees  of  religion  they  n;ay 

with  moft  fafety  undertake :  but  for  the  generall,  it  is  beft  in  the  addrelTc  f 
of  grace  to  follow  the  courfe  of  nature*,  let  there  bean  infancy,  and  a 
childehood,  and  a  vigorous  youth,  and  by  the  divers  and  diitant  degrees 
of  increment  let  the  perfons  be  eftabliflied  in  wifdom  and  grace.  But 
above  all  things  let  them  be  carefull ,  that  they  do  not  lay  upon  thenifelves 
necejfities  of  any  lafting  courfe ',  no  vows  of  perpetuity  in  any  inftance  of  un- 
manned adion,  or  degree  of  religioia ;  for  he  may  alter  in  his  capacity 

aid 
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and  cxterlour  condition ',  he  may  fee  by  experience,that  the  particular  en- 
gagement is  imprudent,  he  may  by  the  vertHCof  obedience  he  engaged  on 
a  duty  inconfiftcnt  with  the  conveniences  and  advantages  of  the  other,  and  ^ 

his  very  toffe  of  liberty  in  an  uncoimanded  inftance  may  tempt  him  to  incon- 
venience/ But  then,  for  the  fingle  and  trantient  a(ftions  cf  piety,  although 
in  them  the  danger  is  lefre,even  though  the  in.prudence  be  great,  yec 
it  were  well  if  new  beginners  in  religion  would  attempt  a  moderate 
and  an  even  piety,  rather  then  a<Sionsof  eminency,  left  they  retire  with 
ihaine,  and  be  aHlifted  withfcruple,  when  their  frft  heats  are  fpenr,  and 
expire  in  wearinelTe  and  temptation.  It  is  good  to  keep  within  the  circuits 
of  a  mans  afledions,  not  ftretching  out  all  the  degrees  of  fancy  and  deiire, 
but  leaving  the  appetites  of  religion  rather  unfatisticd,  and  ftill  defiring 
more,  then  by  ftretching  out  the  whole  faculty  leave  no  delires,  but  whac 
are  fulfilled  and  wearied.       1 

3.  I  fhall  not  need  here  to  obferve  fuch  temptations,  which  are  direft  23. 

invitations  to  fin,  uponoccafion  of  the  piety  of  holypcrfons,  fuch  as  ar^ 
fecurity,  too  much  confidence,  pride  and  vanity  j  thefe  are  part  of  every 
mans  danger,  and  are  to  be  confidered  upon  their  feveraii  arguments. 
Here  I  wasonely  to  note  the  generall  inftrumcnts  of  mifchief.  Itremains 
now  that  I  fpcak  of  fuch  remedies  and  generall  antidotes,  not  which  are 
proportioned  to  fins  in  fpeciall,  but  fuch  as  are  preventions  or  remedies, 
and  good  advices  in  generall. 

I .  Let  every  man  abfiain  from  all  occaftons  of  fin,  as  much  as  his  conditi- 
on will  permit.  And  it  were  better  to  do  fome  violence  to  our  fecular  af-  24. 
fairs,  then  to  procure  apparentor  probable  danger  to  our  fouls.  For  if  we 
fee  not  a  way  open  and  ready  prepared  to  our  iniquitie ,  our  dethres  often- 
times are  not  willing  to  be  troubled^  butopportunitie  gives  life  and  adive- 
nelfe  to  our  appetites.  If  David  had  not  from  his  towers  beheld  the  private 
beauties  of  Bathfhebah^  Vriah  had  lived,  and  his  wife  been  unattempted, 
but  fin  was  brought  to  him  by  that  chance,  and  entring  at  the  cafements 
of  his  eyes  fet  his  heart  on  hre,  and  defpoild  him  of  his  robes  of  honour 
and  innocence.  The  riches  of  the  wedge  of  gold,  and  the  beauty 
of  the  Babylonifh  garment  made  Achan  facriiegious  upon  the  place,  who 
was  innocent  enough  in  his  preceding  purpofes:  and  therefore  that  foul, 
ihat  makes  it  felf  ail  objeft  to  lin,  and  invites  an  Enemy  to  view  its  polfef- 
fions,and  live  in  the  voifinage,  loves  rhe  fin  it  felf :  and  he  that  is  pleafed 
with  the  danger,  would  willingly  be  betrayed  into  the  neceffityand  the 
pleafure  of  the  fin .'  for  he  can  have  no  other  ends  to  entertain  the*hazards  *, 
but  that  he  hath  a  further  purpofe  to  ferve  upon  them  *,  he  loves  the  plea- 
fure of  the  fin,  and  therefore  he  would  make  the  condition  of  finning  cer- 
tain and  unavoidable.  And  therefore  holy  Scripture,  which  is  admi-ra^ 
ble  and  carious  in  the  cautions  and  fecurities  of  vertue,  does  not  de- 
termine its  precepts  in  the  precife  commands  of  vertuous  aftions , 
but  alfo  binds  up  our  fenfes,  obftru(Ss  tlie  paflagc  of  temptation, 
blocks  up  all  the  wayes,  and  avenues  of  vice,  commanding  us  to  make 
a  covenant  with  our  eyes^  not  to  look,  ^pon  a  Maid  ,  not  to  fit  with  a 
Woman  that  is  a  finger^  net  to  tonfider  the  wrne  when  it  fparkles^  and  ■  ' 
gives  its  colour  rightly  in  the  cup  ,  but  to  fet  a  watch  before  our  mouthes^ 
to  k^ep  the  door  of  our  rjps  ,  and  many  nrore  inftances  to  this  pur- 
pofe.,, that  fin  may  not  come  fo  neer  as  to  be  Repulfed  ',  as 
/., .                                                                                          knowing  , 
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knowing  (in  hath  thera  prevailed  too  far,  when  we  give  chc  denyall  ro  its 
fclhcitations. 

We  read  a  ftory  of  a  vernious  Lady,  that  defired  of  S.  Athanafius  to 
procure  for  her,  out  of  the  number  of  the  Widcrt-s  fcdfiom  theEccIed- 
afiicail  Corban  ,  an  old  woman,  niorofc,  peevifh,  and  impatient,  that  (lie 
might  by  the  fociety  of  fo  ungentle  a  perfon  have  often  occafion  to  exercife 
her  patience,  her  forgivenelfe  and  charity*  I  know  not  ho  w  well  the  counfel 
fuccceded  with  her*,!  am  fure  it  was  not  very  fafe :  and  to  invite  the  trouble 
to  triumph  over  it,  is  to  wage  a  war  of  an  uncertain  iflue,  for  no  end  but  to 
get  the  pleafures  of  the  viftory,  which  oftentimes  do  not  j^ay  for  the  trou- 
ble, never  for  the  danger.  An  Egyptian  who  acknowledged  fire  for  his  God, 
one  day  doing  his  devotions  kified  his  God  after  the  manner  of  worfhip- 
pers,  and  burnt  his  lips.  It  was  not  in  the  power  of  that  falfe  and  imagina- 
ry Deity  to  cure  the  real  hurt  he  had  done,  to  his  devouteft  worfliipper. 
juft  fuch  afool  is  he  that  kilfcs  a  danger,  though  with  a  defigne  of  vertue, 
and  hugs  an  opportunity  of  fin  for  an  advantage  of  piety,  he  burns  himfelf 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  flame  ,  and  twenty  to  one  but  he  may  perifh 
in  its  embi^aces  *,  And  he  that  looks  out  a  danger,  that  he  Riay  overcome  it, 
does  as  did  the  Perfian,  who  worfhipping  the  Sun,  looked  upon  him,  when 
he  prayed  him  to  cure  his  fore  q'es.  The  Sun  may  as  well  cure  a  weak  eye, 
or  a  great  burden  knit  a  broken  arme,  as  a  danger  can  do  him  advantage 
that  feeks  (uch  acombate,  which  may  mine  him,  and  after  which  he  rarely 
may  have  this  reward,  that  it  may  be  faid  of  him ,  he  had  the  good  for- 
tune not  to  perifh  in  his  folly.  It  iscafier  to  prevent  a  milchief  then  to  cure 
it,  and  befides  the  pain  of  the  wound,  ic  is  rnfinitely  more  full  of  diffi- 
culty to  cure  a  broken  leg,  which  a  little  cai"e  and  obfeiTation  would  have 
preferved  whole.  To  recover  from  a  fin  is  none  of  the  eafieft  labours,  that 
concern  the  fons  of  men,  and  therefore  it  concerns  them  rather  not  to  en- 
ter into  a  fuch  a  narrow  freight,  from  which  they  can  never  drawback 
their  head,  without  leaving  their  hair  and  ll'.in,  and  their  earsbehinde. 
If  G  OD  pleafe  to  try  us,  he  means  us  no  hurt ,  and  he  docs  it  with  great 
reafon,  and  great  mercy  *,  but  if  we  go  to  try  cwfelves^  we  may  mean  well, 
but  not  wifely:  For  as  it  is  (imply  unlawfull  for  weak  perfons  to  feeka 
temptation,  fo  for  tiie  more  perfeft  it  is  dangerous.  We  have  Enemies 
enough  without,and  one  of  our  own  within :  but  we  become  our  own  Tem- 
pter, when  we  run  out  to  meet  the  world  or  invite  the  Devil  home,  that 
ereta  am  tiis,  ge-  ^^  thiow  holy  water  upon  his  flames ,  and  call  the  daneer  neerer. 
vim,  ^hat  we  may  run  from  it-  And  certainly  men  are  more  guilty  of  many  of 

fluid  fine,  quid  their  temptations  then  the  Devil,  through  their  incurioufnefle  or  rafh- 
val«ant.  fumunc  nefie,  doing  as  much  mifchief  to  themfelves,  as  he  can.  For  he  can  but  of- 
K  "ud^Fa""  fer,  and  fo  much  we  do,  when  we  run  into  danger.  Such  were  thofe  ftories 
EccIms.  TX^in'  ^^^-  ^"^^■'"^'.y  provoking  the  Devil  to  battel  *,  If  the  ftories  had  been  as  true, 
Quu^  execratur  as  the  ad:ions  were  ral"h,  and  ridiculous,  the  ftor)'  had  faftned  a  note  of  in- 
impius  Satanan,  difcretion  upon  that  good  Man  :  though  now  I  think  there  is  nothing,  but  a 
fuani  ipfius  ani-  niark  of  fi<flion  and  falfhood  on  the  v/riter. 

r.am  execratur.  2.  PofTibly  without  fault  we  may  he  engaged  in  a  temptation,  but  then 
we  muft  be  diligent  to  reUft  the  firft  beginnings:  For  when  our  ftrength 
is  yet  intire,and  unabated,if  we  fuiier  our  felvesto  be  overcome ,  and  con- 
fent  to  its  firft,and  wtakcft  attempts,how  fhall  we  be  able  to  refift,  when  it 
hath  tyred  our  conteftation,and  wearied  our  patience,  when  we  arc  weaker 
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»nd  prevailed  opQn,and  the  temptation  is  ftronger  and  triumphant  in  many 
degrees  of  yiftery.  By  how  much  a  hecticke  Feaver  is  harder  to  be  cured 
xmn  a  Tertian ,  or  a  confumption  of  the  lungs  ,  than  a  little  diftillation  of 
rheume  upon  the  throat  *,  by  fo  much  is  it  harder  to  prtvailc  upon  a  tri-  ■ 
umphing  luft ,  than  upon  its  firft  infinuations  :  But  the  vrayes  of  refift- 
ing  are  of  a  different  confideration,  proportionably  to  Ae  nature  of  the 
crimes. ' 

1 .  If  the  temptation  be  to  crimes  of  pleafure ,  and  fenfuality ",  let  the  27 
refiftance  be  by  flight :  For  in  cafe  of  luft  even  to  confidcr  the  arguments  TJmft  videre  uu, 
againft  it,  is  half  as  great  temptation  as  to  prelTe  the  argumetits  for  it.    For  ^oH  fi^ri^p^r 
all  confiderations  of  fuch  allurements  makes  the  foul  perceive  fomething  ^^^^^  iimpiicita- 
of  its  relifii,  and  entertains  the  Fanfie.  Even  the  pulling  pitch  from  our  te  iccuru*. 
clothes  defiles  the  fingers,  and  fome  adherences  of  pleafant  and  carnall  fins  s.  Augai;in. 
will  be  remanent,  even  from  thofe  confiderations,  which  ftay  widiin  the 

circuit  of  the  flames,  though  but  withpurpofe  to  quench  the  fire  and  pre- 
ferve  the  houfe.  Chaftity  cannot  fufltr  the  leaft  thought  of  the  reproaches 
of  the  fpiritcf  impurity  ;  and  it  isnccelfary  to  all,thatvvill  keep  their  pu- 
rity, and  innocence  againft  fenfuall  temptation,  to  avoyd  every  thing  that 
may  prejudice  decorum.  Libanius  the  Sophifter  reports,  that  a  Fainter  one 
day  defirous  to  paint  Apollo  upon  a  lawrell  bocrd  ,  the  colours  would  not 
ftick  but  were  reje^ed,  out  of  which  his  fancy  found  out  this  extradion  *, 
that  the  chaft  Daphne  (concerning  whom  the  Poets  fain  that  flying  from     ^  ,   -*  _>  • 
Apollo, who  attenjptedto  ravifli  her,  ftie  was  turned  into  a  Lawrell  tree)  ^^'^f^y^  «'  «* 
could  not  endure  him  even  in  painting,  and  rejeded  him  after  the  lolie  of  e^^  *'*'  "" 
het  fenfitive  powers.  And  indeed  chaft  fouls  do  even  to  death  refent  the  J'^'^^e^^- 
leaft  image  and  offer  of  impurity :  whatfoever  is  like  a  fin  of  uncleannefTe, 
he,  that  means  to  preferve  himfelf  chaft,  muft  avoid,  as  he  would  avoyd  the 
fin  -,  in  this  cafe  there  being  no  difference  but  of  degrees  between  the  in- 
ward tervptation^  and  the  crime. 

2.  If  the  temptation  be,  to  crimes  of  troublefome  and  preternaturall  de-  28 
fires ,  or  intelle<!tuall  nature,  let  the  refiftance  be  made  ionferta  manu ,  by  a 
perfed:  fight,  by  the  amafling  of  fuch  arguments  in  general! ,  and  remedies 

in  particular,  which  are  apt  to  become  deleteries  to  the  fin ,  and  to  abate 
die  temptation.  But  in  both  thefe  inftances,  the  refiftance  muft  at  leaft  be 
as  foon  as  the  attempt  is,  leaft  the  violence  of  the  temptation  outrun  our 
powers ',  for  if  againft  our  full  ftrength  it  hath  prevailed  to  the  fir  ft  degrees, 
its  progreffe  to  a  complete  vidory  is  not  fo  improbable,  as  were  its  fuccef- 
fes  at  the  firft  beginnings. 

But  to  ferve  this  and  all  other  ends  in  the  refifting  and  fubduing  a  Tem- 
ptation, thefe  following  confiderations  have  the  beft  and  moft  univerfall 
influence. 

I .  Confideration  of  the  prefence  of  God,  who  is  witnclfe  of  all  our  a<fti-  ^^ 

ons,  and  a  revenger  of  all  impiety  :  This  is  fo  great  an  inftrument  of  fear 
and  religion,  that  whoever  does  a<^oally  confider  God  tobeprefent,  and 
conffders  what  the  firft  confideration  fignifies ,  either  muft  be  reftraintd 
from  the  prefent  temptation,  or  muft  have  thrown  off  all  the  pofTibilities  and 
aptnefes  for  verrue  %  fuch  as  are,  Modefty,  and  Reverence,  and  holy  Fear, 
For  if  the  face  of  a  Man  Matters  all  bafe  machinations,  and  we  dare  not  aft 
ourcrimes  in  the  Theatre,  unleife  we  be  impudent,  afwell  as  criminal!; 
much  more  docs  the  fenfeof  aprelcnt  Deity  fill  the  pkccs  of  our  heart  with 

yeueratioa 
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veneration,  and  the  awe  of  religion,  when  it  is  throughly  apprehended  and 
a^ually  conlidered.  We  iee  not  God^be  ts  not  in  our  thoughts^  when  we  run 
iinto  darknefie  to  ad:  our  impurities.  For  we  dare  not  comnut  adultery,  if  a 
-boy  be  prefent  *,  behold  the  boy  is  fent  off  with  an  cyiciife ,  and  God  abides 
^there,  but  yet  we  commit  the  crime  :  itisbecaufe,as  Jacob  fard  at  Bethel, 
-God  was  in  that  place  aKd'we  knew  not  of  it  -,  and  yet  we  neither  breath ,  nor 
Ati.in^  Hehr.  "^°^^  ^"  artery  but  in  him,  and  by  his  afTiftance.  In  him-  we  live,  and  move, 

4  Pfal*^  Ezek  ^"^^^'^^  ^^^  being.  And  all  things  are  naked  and  open  in  his  fight.  The  iniquity 
^'jer.  22  ^f  my  people  is  very  great :  for  they  fay,  the  Lord  feeth  not.  Shall  net  he  that 
''-     '    ^*         made  the  eye.,  fee  .^  To  him  the  night  and  day  are  both  alike.  Thefe  and  many 

more  to  the  fame  defign  are  the  voices  of  Scripture,that  our  fpirits  may  re- 
tire into  the  beholding  of  GOD,  to  the  purpofes  of  fear  and  holineire,with 
whom- we  do  cohabit  by  the  neceffities  of  nature,  and  the  condition  of  our 
tflence,  wholly  in  dependancejan^f  then  onely  we  may  fin  fecurely,when  we 
xan  contrive  to  do  it,  fo  that  GOD  may  not  fee  us. 
3®'  :    There  are  many  men,  who  are  fervants  of  the  eyes.,  as  the  Apoftles  phrafe 

Eph.  6*  .is,  who  when  they  are  looked  on,  ad  vertue  with  much  pompoufnelTe ,  and 
•^(SttX^J'sXo/*  rheatricall  bravery :  But  thefe  men  ,  when  the  Theatre  is  empty,  put  oJf 
^ft^d"^'"'h^  their  upper  garment,  and  retire  into  their  primitive  bafeneile  j  Diogenes 
berentuT  phUo i  ^n<iured  the  extremity  of  winters  cold  ,  that  the  people  might  wonder  at 
ibphi  labo'ra-  *  his  aufterity  and  phi  lofophicatl  patience :  but  Plato,  feeing  the  people  ad- 
feant.fedvultam,  miring  the  man,  and  pitying  the  fufferance,  told  them,that  the  way  to  make 
^"'*^^"^^"^  "  him  warm  himfelf  was  ,  for  them  to  be  gone  and  take  no  notice  of  him. 
cSsl^^bkum  For '^^i^y  tJ^^t  v/alk  as  in  the  fight  of  n-.en  ferve  that  defign  well  enough, 
peffimis  mori-  when  they  fill  the  publike  voice  with  noifes  and  opinions,  and  are  not  by 
bus  pretende-  their  purpofes  engaged  to  ad  in  private.  But  they  who  are  fervants  of  the 
bant.  Quincil:  eyes  of  God  ,  and  walk  as  in  the  Divine  prefence,  perceive  the  famere- 
ri.pro»Ti:  flraints  iH  darknelfe  and  clofets,  and  grotts,  as  in  the  light  andmidftof 
nriaec  impoten-  theatres,  and  that  confideration  impofcs  upon  us  a  happy  necefsity  of  doing  ver* 
tia  fccnamdefi-  tuoufly^which  repreftnts  us  placed  in  the  eyes  of  our  Judge.  And  therefore  it 
derant;  fanabis,  was  nctunhandfon^ly  faid  of  a  Jewifli  Dodoiir  :  If  every  man  would  confider. 
ifca  fi  abfcondf-  Qg(j[  j.^  ^^  ^/^^  ^r^d/-  eye  of  the  world  watching  perpetually  over  all  onr  a^Hons ,  and 
Magna^^vobis^fi  ''  ^^^^  ^'^^  ^^^^^'^  ^  indefa:tigable .,  and  his  ear  ever  open,  poffibly  fin  might  be 
difsinulare  non  *'''  extirpated  fi^om  off  the  face  of  the  earth.  And  this  is  the  condition  of  bea- 
vulcis  injed^a  titude ',  and  the  blelTed  fouls  within  their  regions  of  light  and  felicity  can- 
neccfficas  pro-  ^q^  fji-,^^  becaufe  of  the  vilion  beatificall,  they  alwayes  behold  the  face  of 
nir'^itis"^  ntT"  GOD-,  and  ihofe  who  partake  of  this  flate  by  way  of  confideration, 
oclilS^^juS  v/hich  is  elTential  to  the  condition  of  the  BlelTed,  and  derive  it  into  pradife 
cunfta  cernen-  and  difcourfe,  in  proportion  to  this  fhalj  retain  an  innocence  and  a  part  of 

tJs.  Eoeth:  lib.     glory. 

5  confol :  proia  For  it  is  a  great  declenfion  of  humane  reafon  ,  and  a  difreputation  to 
"      2^.  r.ur  Spirits,  that  we  are  fo  wholly  led  by  fenfe,  that  we  will  not  walk 

^  *  in  the  regions  of  the  Spirit,  and  behold  God  by  our  eyes  of  faith  and 

difcourfe  ifufieriiTg  our  courfe  of  life  to  be  guided  by  fuch  principles, 
which  diftinguifli  owr  natures  from  beafts,  and  our  conditions  from  vi- 
tious,  and  our  fpirits  from  the  world ,  and  our  hopes  from  the  common 
fatisfadionscffenfc  and  Corruption.  The  better  half  of  our  nature  is  of 
the  fame  conftitution  with  that  of  Angels ,  and  therefore  although  we  are 
drenched  in  matter, and  tlitr  communications  of  Earthy  yet  our  better  part 
w^sdcfigned  toeoBverfe  with  God  j  asid  we  hadbcfides  die  eye  of  rean 
!.  fon, 


OF   TEMPTATION.  Difc.^.  irt 

fon  another  eye  of  faith  put  into  cur  fouls,  and  both  clarified  with  reve- 
Jations  and  demonfirations  of  the  fpirit,  expreffmg  to  us  fo  vifible  and  clear    .^ 
chara<P,ers  of  Gods  prefcnce,  that  as  the  e^cprefTion  of  the  fame  Spirit  is,  We  ^     ' -^Z  ^?* . 
may  feel  him,  for  he  u  within  us^  and  about  us,  and  wc  are  i.i  him ,  and  in  the  ^*^**''(^*''*  »*" 
comprehendons  of  his  embracings  as  birds  in  the  Air,  or  infants  in  the  f"    . 
wombs  of  their  pregnant  Mother s."  And  that  God  is  pleafed  not  to  commu-  ""'^  'w^f^wi 
nicarehimfelfto  the  eyes  of  our  body,  but  ftill  to  remain  invifible,  be-  ^^''^J^'^'^ 
fides  that  it  is  his  own  glory  and  perfedion,  it  is  alfo  no  more  to  us,  but  like  J'^  *'*' 
a  retreat  behind  a  curtain, where  when  we  know  our  judge  ftands  as  an  Efpi-  ^^^^f*^h  '^- 
all,  and  a  watch  over  our  adions,  we  fhall  be  fottifh  if  we  dare  to  provoke  ^/""c  "S^'o/^** 
his  jeaIoulic,becaufe  we  fee  him  nof,  when  we  know  him  that  he  isclofe  by,  *?»e^^»«' 
though  behind  the  cloud. 

There  are  fome  generall  imprefPions  upon  our  fpirits  which  by  way  of  22. 

prefijmption  and  cuftom  poOelTe  our  pcrfuafions  and  make  reftraint  upon  us 
to  excellent  purpofcs,ruch  as  are  the  religion  of  holy  places,  reverence 
of  our  Parents,  prefence  of  an  aaftere  an  honourable  or  a  vertuous  perfon. 
For  many  fins  are  prevented  by  the  company  of  awitneflc,  efpecially  Ai;quemhab«at  ani- 
if  befides  the  tyes  of  modefty  we  have  alfo  toward  him  an  endeere-  mJu^rrc'H-'''" 
raent  of  '^  reverence,  and  fair  opinion,  and  if  he  were  with  us  in  our  pii-  ji"!;u«",ul'*fa* 
vacies,  he  would  caufe  our  retirements  to  be  more  holy.  Saint  AmbroCe  ^^iffi^f-  Quid  pro- 
reports  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  that  fhe  had  fo  nmch  piety  and  religion  SSrSuJ^tm- 
in  her  countenance  and  deportment ,  that  divers  perfons  moved  by  the  ««^«0'S«"«c.j.u 
veneration  and  regard  of  her  perfon,  in  her  prefence  have  firft  com- *'T''b^""'3'nt"b»i 
menced  their  refolutions  of  chaAity  and  fober    living.     However  the  cdlT^i  JSiJi": 
itory  be,  her  perfon  certainly  was  of  fo  exprefTc  and  creat  devotion  biii»fevitia,fcdobie- 
and   fanftity  ,    that   he   muft    needes  have  been  of  a  very  impudent  s'^ejin'i'.'r'xhtt'" 
difpofition,   and   firm    immodefty,    who  durft   have   fpoken  unhand- S»nm^^^Td£ 
lome  language  in  the  prefence  of  fo   rare  a  perfon.     And  why  then  "" p^""?*'' p"*^- 
any  rudenelTe  in  the  prefence  of  God  ?   if  that  were  as  certainly  be-  ITruTo  u^r 
iieved  and  confidcred.  For  whatfoever  amongft  men  can  be  a  reftraint  of  S°i  "/""'"• 
vice,  or  an  cndeerenient  of  vertue,   all  this  is  highly  verified  in  the       '    * 
prefence  of  God ,  to  whom  our  confcience   in  its  very  concealements 
IS  as  a  faire  table  written  in   capitall  letters  by  his  own  finger  j  and 
then ,  if  wc  fail    of  the  advantage   of  this  exercife  it  muft  proceed 
either  from  our  diflionourable  opinion  of  God ,  or  oui"  own  fearlefe  in- 
advertency, or  fifom  a  direft  fpirit  of  reprobation  :  for  it  is  certair,  '?^  f  '^f' 
that  this  confideration  is  in  its  own  nature    apt  to  corred  our  man'  *=^*'^^^f  ^''^^i 
ners,  to  produce  the  fear  of  God,  and  humility,  and  fpirituall ,  and  holy  ^^;«f^/> 
thoughts,  and  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  our  felves,  and  rheconfe-  ^^^"*'"''- 
quentsofallthefe,holy  walking,and  holy  comforts.  And  bythisonelyar-  ^^'^'*'-  ^'''- 
gument  Saint  Paphnmius,  ^nd  Saint  Ephre7n  are  reported  in  Church  ftory  «^w"''»^'^- 
to  have  converted  two  harlots  from  a  ccurfe  of  dil!olution  to  creat  fanditv  ^^'  ^''P'7'^ 
and  aufterity.  ^  ^  ftMJivinl  tiTnu 

But  then  this  prefence  of  GOD  muft  not  be   a  mer  fpecuUiion  of  **'*''^''  "*'*  ^'' 
the  underftj.ndmg ,  though /o  cnely  it  is  of  very  great  benefit  and  im-  ''"^* 
mediate  eftcacy,  yet  it  mult  retiea  as  well  from  the  will  as  from  dif-  •S'#oc/.  AJ4H 
courfe ,  and  then  onely  we  walk  in  the  prefence  of  G  O  D,  when  by  33 

taith  we  behold  him  prefent,  when  we  fpeak  to  him  in  frequent  and  ho- 
ly Prayers,  when  we  beg  aid  from  him  in  all  cur  needs,  and  afk  coun- 
kliot  him  mall  our  doubts,  and  before  him  bewail  our  fins  and  tremble 

^  sac 
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at  his  prcfence.  This  is  an  entire   exercife  of  religion  ,  and  befide 

that  the  prefence  of  G  O  D   ferves  to  all  this,  ic  hath   alfo  efpeciall 

influence  in  the  dilimprovemenc  of  temptations ,  becaufe  ic  hath  in  ic 

many  thiwgs  contrariant  to  the  nature  and  efficacy  of  temptations.  Such  a$ 

are  confideration,  reverence  ,  fpirituall  thoughts,  and  the  fear  of  God:  for 

where  ever  this    confideration    is  actuall ,  there  either  God  is  highly 

defpifed,  or  certainly  feared.  In  this  cafe  we  are  made  to  declare ,  for  our 

purpofes  are  concealed  onely  in  an  incuiioufneife  and  inconlideration  j 

but  whoever  confiders  God  as  prefcnr,  will  in  all  reafQn  be  as  religious  as 

in  a  Temple ,  the  reverence  of  which  place  cuftome  or  religion  hath 

24.  imprinted  in  the  fpirics  of  mofk  men  j  fo  that  as  Ahafuerus  faid  of  Ha?n:in  ', 

Totaphilofophia  T^iH  he  ravjjh  the  queen  m  my  own  houfe  ?  aggravating  the  crime  by  the  inci- 

nihii  eAnifi  rr.e-  yility  of  the  circumftance  ?  God  may  well  fay  to  us ,  whofe  religion  com- 

^catiomortis.     pells  us  to  beliere,  God  every  where  prefentj  lince  the  Divine  prefence 

J^M^'cv  btf"     ^^^hmade  all  places  holy,  and  every  place  hath  a  Numen  in  it,  even 

,,J,  o    ^  V-^  the  Eternall  God,  we  unhallow  the  place,  and  defecrate   the  ground, 

^  .  'T-^>*  -Y  whereon    we  frand,    fupported  by    the    arm    of  God,  placed  in  his 

S'*^.I_  *'*  heart,  and  enlightened  by  his  eye,  when  we  fin  in  fo  fdcred  a  pre- 

^V^.^-]»- fence. 

^iiaoic.hjcfjy.  xhefecond  great  infirnment  againft  Temptation  is  tnedhation  of  Death. 
A^«a7«  wt  Raderus  reports  that  a  certain  virgin  to  retrain  the  iiiordination  of 
«57r,»«r^«»  ffvic;-  j^^fg^^p^j-^f^  defirei  ,  which  were  like  thornes  in  her  tiefh  ,  and  di- 
^yisia  7w1a-  f^^^^.],^^  j^^^  fpirituall  peace,  flie  fhut  her  felf  up  in  a  fepulchre  and 
}<>iTa\AiiaiKs^'  ^Qj.  f^-^jy^  y^£,j-s  dwelt  in  the  fcene  cf  death.  It  were  good  we 
t€ihty>(A.iyu.  ^jj  ^Q  j.QQ_^  making  tomhes  and  coffins  prefentiall  to  us  hy  frequent 
VitahT"ana  meditation.  For  God  ha:h  gWen  us  all  a  definitive  arreft  in  A- 
prope uti ferrum  dam,  and  from  it  there  lyes  no  appeal,  '*'  but  it  is  infallibly  and  un- 
cftjii  exerceas  alterably  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die  ,  or  to  be  changed ,  to 
c©nteritur,fi  non  paf^e  from  hence  to  a  condition  of  Eternity  good  or  bad.  Now  becaufe 
rubigo^mtei^fidt.  ^^'^  Law  h^  certain,  and  the  time,  and  manner  of  its  execution 
Catoapud  A.'  '  is  uncertain,  and  from  this  n-.oment  Eternity  depends,  and  that  after 
Cell.  1. IT.  c  2.  this  life  the  finall  fentence  is  irrevocable,  that  all  the  pleafures  here  are 
^Ffltf/h  la'  fudden ,  tranfient,  and  unfatisfyiug ,  and  value  ,  he  muft  needs  be  a 
ti>^.ci  Trturet  AG-  fool,  that  kuows  not  to  diftingul  111  moments  fioni  Eternity,  andfince  it 
puKiuyigi  /z^j-  is  a  condition  of  nece'lity,  tftabliflied  by  divine  decrees,  and  fixt  by  the 
s^cSrv*  ;t*'2'»  d  Jndifpenfable  laws  of  nature,  that  wefhall  after  a  very  little  duration  pal^ 
buiATu  TTwnc  on  to  a  condition  ftrange,not  underftood,then  unalterahle,and  yet  of  great 
vf^tuiTrct'alH^  nu'.tation  from  this,  evvn  of  greater  "^  difiance  from  that,  in  which  we 
5c»7re'Xi»o/«t5^j^.  are  here,  than  this  is  from  the  ftate  of  beads  .  this,  when  it  is 
Metrodor.phil.  confidered,  muft  in  all  reafon  pjakc  the  fame  impreffion  upon  our 
-*  Dies  itte  ^e.-n  miderftandings  and  aftedions,  which  naturally  ail  ftrange  things  and 
^^urr^eforn^idas  ^'^  ^^'^'^^  confideratious  are  apt  to  do  ,  that  is,  create  refolutions 
ztcraiNataiis  eft  ''^"d  refults  paiTing  through  the  heart  of  n»an  ,  fuch  as  are  reafon- 
Per  hoc  fpacium  able  and  prudent  ,  in  order  to  our  own  felicities ,  that  we  negle<S: 
quod  ab  infantia  the  vanities  of  the  prefent  temptation,  and  fecure  our  future  condition, 
^*?iial?rnt""  ^^'^^  ^''^''  ^^^  Ercrnity  it  fcif  expires,  remain. fuch,  as  we  make  it  to  be 
tnryr.mirnur'"  ^Y  °"^  deportment  in  thrs  flicrt   tranfition,   and   pafiage   through  the 

parrnn.  WOrld. 

Sene'C.ep.102.  And  that  this  Difcourfe  is  reafonahle  I  am  therefore  confirmed, 
st5o  becaufe  I  find  it  to  be  to  the  fame  puipofe  ufed  by  the  fp"rit  of 
"     ■  ■  •  GOD, 
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GOD,  and  the  VifcO  pcrfonages  of  the  world.  My  foul  is  alv^ayes  in  ttiy  F/a/.ii^. 
hand^  therefore  doe  I  keep  thy  comtmndments,  fiid  David :  He  looked  upon 
himfelf  as  a  dying  peifon  ,  and  that  reltrained  all  his  inofdinations,  pr, 
and  fo  he  prayed,  LORD  teach  me  to  number  my  dayes  that  I  way  apply    •'     ^  * 
niy  h^art  unto  wifdome.  And  therefore  the  Egyptians  ufed  to  ferve  upa     , 
Skeleton  to  their  feafts ,    that  the   dilTolutions  and  vapours  of  wine  ®*'«^  y}  o^- 
might  be  retrained  with  that  bunch  of  niyrrhe,  and  the  vanities  of  ^^f^' •?*'  "j 
their  eyes    chaftifed  by  that  fad   objed  •*    for  they  thought   ic     un- ^^' "/^Cf")  4 
Jikcly  a  man  fhould  be  tranfported  farre  with  any  thing    low  or  y\.  ^J^^J^J^^'^*  to- 
tious,  that  looked  long  and  often  into  the  hollow  eye-pits  of  a  deaths  ^«<'^»  i^««<w, 
head,    or  dwelt  in  a  charnell  houfe  :    and  fuch  considerations  rriake  »=^V  ^Vy  ei^Sv- 
all  the  importunity   and  violence  of  fenfuall  defires   to  difband.  For  f^'f"*  -n^^* 
when  a  man  ftands  perpetually  atithe  door  of  Eternity,  and  as  did  John  Hpift.  Enchit. 
the  Almoner,  every  day  is  building  of  his  Sepulchre,  and  every  nighc"^**  * 
one  day  of  our  life  is   gone  and  paffed  into  the  polTeflion  of  death, 
it  will  concern  us  to  take  care,  that  the  door  leading  to  Hell  doe 
not  open  upon  us,  that  we  be  not  crufht  to  ruine  by  the  ftones  of 
our  grave ,  and  that  our  death  become  not   a  confignation  to  us  ta    , 
a  fad  eternity.     For  all  the  pleafuies    of    the  whole  world ,  and  in  f'"^"^'?^^  "^' 
all  its  duration  ,   cannot    make   recompence  for    one  hours  torment  p"acens   "^"^'^ 
in  hell ,   and  yet   if  wicked   perfons   were   to   fit    in   hell   for  ever  uxor :  neq;  ha- 
without  any  change  of  pofture  ,   or  variety  of  torment  beyond  thatruT,quas  colis, 
feflion  5  it  were    unfuflerable  beyond  the  endurance  of   nature  :  and  arborun  ^    ^ 
therefore  where  little  lefle  than  infinite  mifery  in   an  infinite  duration  "Tepr^cerinvifas 
fliallpunifh  the  pleafures  of  fiidden  and  tranfient  crimes,  the  gain    of  uHa"^ brevem  do- 
pleafure,  and  the  exchange  of  banks  here  for  a  condition  of  eternal!,  rrinuTifeqaecur. 
and  miferable  death,  is  a  permutation  fit  to  be  made  by  none  but /o^j// Hor.  1  2.od,i4 
and  defperate  perfons,  who  made  no  ufe  of  a  reafonable  foul ,  but  that  they 
in  their  perifhing  might  be  convinced  of  unreafonablenefie,  and  die  by 
their  own  fault. 

The  «/e  that  wife. men  have  made,  when  they  reduced  this  con ftderatron  24, 

to  pra^ife,  is  to  believe  every  day  to  be  tbe  lafl  of  their  life^  for  fo  it  may 
be,  and  for  ought  we  know  it  will  j  and  then  think  what  you  would 
(ivojd^  or  what  you  would  do^  if  you  were  d}'ing^  or  were   to  day   t© 
fuffer  death  by  fentence,  and  convi<^ion ',  and  that  in  all  reafon,and  in  pro- 
tion  to  the  ftrength  of  your  confideration  you  will  do  every  day.  For  ^-    a 
that  is  the  fuhlmity  of  mfdom  to  do  thofe  things  living  which  are    to  be  cj^^gf^ern'm 
de fired  and  chofen  by  dying  perfons.  An  allaim  of  death  every  day  renew-  eaviventcmftce- 
ed,  and  preffed  earneftly  will  watch  a  man  fo  tame  and  fo'ft,    that '"^  <?"«  "^o^*^"** 
the  precepts  of  religion  will  dwell  deep  in  his  fpirit.    But   they  t/j^t  cJTenc  appecenda. 
make  a  covenant  with  the  grave ,  and  put  the  evill  day  farre  fiom  thetHy  ^'^^*'°' 
they  are  the  men  that  eat  fpiders  and  toads  for  meat  greedily,  and  a 
temptation  to  them  is  as  welcome  as  joy,  and  they  feldom  difpute  the 
point  in  behalf  of  piety  or  mortification,  for  they  that  look  upon  death 
at  diftance,   apprehend  it  not,  but  in  fuch  generall  lines  and  great  repre- 
fentments  that  deftribe  it  only  as  future  and  pofiible,  but  nothing  of  its  ter- 
rors,or  aftiightments,orcircumftances  of  advantage  are  difcernable  by  fuch 
an  eye  that  difturbs  its  fight  and  difcompofes  the  poftuie,  that  the  objed 
may  feem  another  thing,  then  what  it  is  truely  and  really.  S.  Auj}in  with  his 
Modier  Monies  was  ltd  one  day  by  a  Roman  Prator  to  fee  fihe  tomb  of  C^far. 

L  2  «im« 
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Ktd  >*  h^et  cm,  "  Himfelf  thus  defcribes  the  corps.  It  looked  of  a  blew  mould,  the  bone  of 
^(^  \ifxt,  N/>«  *'  the  nofe  laid  bare,the  flefh  of  the  neither  lip  quite  fallen  oft',hi3  mouth  ful 
fM>«t\»f  iS*^xu'- "  of  worms,and  in  his  eye  pits  tw®  hungry  toads  feafling  upon  the  remanent 
tmt.  In  efhaph.  "  portion  of  flelh  and  nioifture,and  fo  he  dwelt  in  his  houfe  of  darknes.  And 
Sardanapali.  if  every  pcrfon  tempted  by  an  opporcunity  of  /«/?  or  htemperance  would 
"HCCaotf  ^t\s  ^-  choofe  fuch  a  room  for  his  privacy,  that  company  for  his  wicnefie,that  ob- 
/M'  Ta'x  «>w8f  i  e^  to  2^'^y  ^is  appetite,  he  would  foon  finde  his  fpirit  more  fober,  and  his 
«>j>o;W»7o  defires  obedient.  lend  this  with  the  counfelof  S.  Bernard,  'Let every 
'Ay/fi;,  Ey^Q  ^'  "  ni^n  in  the  firft  addrefle  to  his  adions  coiifider,  whether  if  he  were  now 
w»»  Ytia  ^'xc«»' "  to  die,  he  might  fafely  and  prudently  do  fuch  an  aft,  and  whether  he 
5<JSM5«/.  Fr^z^w. '' ^°"^^  ^^^  ^^  infinitely  troubled  that  death  ftiould  furprizchim  in  the 
Theogn.  "prefent  difpofitions,  and  then  let  him  proceed  accordingly.  For  fince 

Jn  (peculo  mo-  ^^^  treafure  is  in  earthen  veifels,  which  may  be  broken  in  pieces  by  the  col- 
jj^cfj^  lifionof  ten  thoufand  accidents,  it  were  not  fafe  to  treafure  up  wrath  in 

them  ,  for  if  we  doe ,  we  fhall  certainly  drinke  it  in  the  day  of  recom- 
penfe. 
?^*  9.  Before,  andm,  2nd  after  d// this  the  blefied  ]  E  S  U  S  propounds 

Matw,  2^.41.  prayer  as  a  remedy  againft  temptations  ;  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  nit  into 
temptation  :  for  befides  that  prayer  is  the  great  inftrument  of  obtaining 
viftory  by  the  grace  of  GOD ,  as  a  fruit  of  our  detlres ,  and  of  GODS 
naturall  and  eflentiall  goodncfi'e ',  the  very  praying  againft  a  temptation, 
if  it  be  hearty,  fervent  and  devout ,  is  a  denying  of  it,  and  part  of  the  vifto- 
ry  :  for  it  is  a  difclaiming  the  entertainment  of  it,  it  is  a  pofitive  rejeftioii 
of  the  crime  j  and  every  confent  to  it  is  a  ceajing  to  pray,  and  to  defire  re- 
medy. And  we  fliall  obferve  that  whenfoever  we  begin  to  liften  to 
the  whifpers  of  a  tempting  fpirit :  our  prayers  againft  it  leflen,  as  the 
confent  increafes,  their  being  nothing  a  more  direft:  enemy  to  the 
teifiptatjon  thenj^r^yer,  which  as  it  is  of  it  felf  a  profefled  hoftility  againft 
the  crime,  fo  it  is  a  calling   in     auxiliaries  from  above  to  make  the 

^ , .  ,    ^    viftory  more  certain.  If  temptation  fets  upon  thee,  do  thou  fet  upon  0  0  D, 

fwiaum"^  ^^"^^for  he  is  aifoon  overcome  as  thou  art,  aObon  moved  to  good  as  thou 
j>aupcrem  labo-  art  to  evil,  ^  he  is  as  quickly  invited  to  pity  thee,  as  thou  roafk  him, 
iii?u5  provided,  thou  doeft  not  finally  reft  in  the  petition,  but  pajfe  into  aWon, 

vocatiisatq;non  ^j^j  endeavour  by  all  means  humane  and  morall  to  quench  the  flame 
J¥^r72^"^i8   ne^'^y  i^i^dled  in  thy  bowels  before  it  come  to  devour  the  mairow  of 
a  Lib  21 2  '  ^he  bones.    For  a  ftrong  prayer ,   and  a  laxy ,  incurious  ,  unobfervanc 
^'  walking  are  contradidions  in  the  difcourfcs  of  religion.  ^  Ru^nus  tells  a 
ftory  of  a  young  man,   foliicired  by  the   fpirit  of  unclean nefic,  who 
came  to  an   old  religious   ptrfon ,  and  begged    his   prayers ;    It   was 
in  that  age  when  GOD  ufed  to  anfwer  prayers  of  very  holy  perfons 
by  more  clear  and  familiar  fignincations  of  his  pleafure?  then  he  knows 
now  to  be  neceifary  :  but  after  many  earneft  prayers  fent  up  to  the 
thi'one  of  grace ,  and  the  young  man  not  at  all  bettered,  upon  confi- 
deration  and  enquiry  of  particulars ,   he  found  the  caufe  to  be ,  be- 
caufe  the  young  man  relyed  fo  upon  the  prayers  of  the  old  Hermite, 
that   he  did   nothing  at   all    to  difcountenancc  his  luft,    or  contradift: 
'«lie  temptation.    But    then   he   took    another  courfe,   cnjoyned   him 
aufterities   and   eKercifes    of    Devotion  ,    gave    him    rules    of  pru- 
dence and  caution,  tyed  him  to  work,  and  to  ftand  upon  his  guard, 
asd  then  the  prayeis  returned  in  triumph,  and  the  young  Man  tram- 
pled 
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pkcl  upon  his  Iiift.  And  fo  fhall  I  and  yon,  by  G  O  D  S  grace,  if  vre 
pay  carneftly  and  frequently,  if  we  watch  carefully,  that  we  be  noc 
furprized,  if  we  be  not  idle  in  fecret,  nor  talkative  in  publick  *,  if 
we  read  Scriptures ,  and  conlulc  with  a  fpirlrual  Guide  j  and  make 
Religion  to  be  our  work,  that  ferving  of  GOD  be  the  bufinefle  of 
our  life,  and  our  defignes  be  to  purchafe  etcrtity ',  then  we  fball  walk 
fafely  or  recover  fpeedily ,  and  by  doing  advantages  to  piety  fecure 
a  greatnelfe  of  Religion,  and  fptritiTality  to  our  fpiritsand  underftand- 
ings.  But  remember  that,  when  Ifrael  fought  againft  Amalek,  Afsfet 
prayer^  and  Mofeshand  fecuicd  the  vidory,  his  prayer  gi'ew  ineffe<ftual, 
when  his  hands  were  flack,  to  remonftrate  to  us,  that  we  muO:  coope- 
rate with  the  grace  of  GOD  praying  devoutly,  and  watching  carefully,  and 
obfei^ving  prudently ,  and  labouring  with  diligence  and  afTiduity. 
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P'  Ternal  GOD  and  m^ft  merxjjull  Father ,  /  adore  thy  mfdom^  provi- 
.  dence  and  admirable  difpenfatjon  of  afajrs  in  the  fpirhmll  Kingdome 
of  cur  LORD  JESVS^  that  thou  ^  who  art  infinitely  good^  doeft  permit 
fo  many  fadne(fes  and  dangers  to  dfcompofe  that  order  of  things  and  fpirits, 
whid  thou  didft  create  innocent  and  harmlejfe  ^  and  doeft  defgne  t9  great 
and  fpirituall  perfe^Hons ',  that  the  emanation  of  good  flow  evil  by  thy  over- 
ruling power  and  excellencies^  may  force  glory  to  thee  from  our  jbame^  and 
homm  to  thy  wifdome  by  thefe  contradi^ory  accidents^  and  events-,  LORD^ 
have  pitty  upon  me  in  thefe  fad  diforders^  and  with  mercy  know  my  infirm- 
ties.  Let  me ,  by  fufering  what  thou  pleafeft ,  cooperate  to  the  glorification 
of  thy  grace.,  and  magnifying  thy  mercy  •,  but  never  let  me  confent  to  finne, 
but  with  the  power  of  thy  Majefty,  and  mightinejfe  of  thy  prevailing  mer- 
cj.,  refcue  me  from  thofe  throngs  of  dangers ,  and  enemies.,  which  daily  feek. 
to  defiour  that  innocence ,  with  which  thou  didft  clothe  my  foul  in  the  new 
birth.  Behold,  0  GOD,  how  all  the  Spirits  of  Darknejfe  endeavour  the 
exiinliim  of  our  hopes ,  and  the  difperfion  of  all  thofe  graces ,  and  the 
prevention  of  all  thofe  glories,  which  the  holy  JESVS  hath  purchafedfor 
every  loving  and  obedient  foul.  Our  very  meat  and  drink^  are  full  of  poy^ 
fon,  our  fenfes  are  fnares ,  our  bufme^e  is  various  temptation ,  our  fins  are  • 
inlets  to  more ,  and  our  good  anions  made  occafions  of  finnes.  LORD  de- 
liver me  from  the  malice  of  the  Devil,  from  the  fallacies  of  the  Worlds  . 
from  my  own  folly,  that  I  be  not  devoured  by  the  firft ,  nor  cheated  by  the 
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fecond ,  nor  betrayed  by  my  felf  :  but  let  thy  grace  whkh  is  fu_fficjent  fir  me, 
bealtfaiesprefentwithme,  let  thy  fphit  infiruSt  me  in  the  fpiritual  warfare,  ar- 
tning  my  under]} anding  ,  and  fecuring  my  »'i//,  and  fortifiing  t7iy  fpirit 
with  refolutions  of  piety,  and  incentives  of  religion  ,  and  dehteries  of 
Jin  5  that  the  dingers  I  am  encompajfed  rvithall,  may  become  unto  me 
itn  occafton  of  %jil}sry ,  Ofid  triumph ,  through  the  aides  of  the  holy  Ghoft, 
and  by  the  Crofe  of  the  LORD  JESVS ,  who  hath  for  himfelf  and  all 
his  fervants  triumphed  over  Sin ,  and  Hell,  and  the  Grave ,  even  all  the 
powers  of  darknefiy  from  which  by  the  mercies  of  ]fESVS ,  and  the  me* 
fits  of  his  Pafiorif  now  and  ever  Mver  me  and  all  thy  faith  full  people* 
Amen. 
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LONDON, 

Prmted  by  /?.  2^     i^49» 


I 
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TO    THE 

RIGHT   HONOVRABLE 

and  excellent  Lady ,  the  Lady 

MARY 

Countefle  Dowager  of  Northampton , 

Am  now  to  prefent  to  your  Ho- 
nour part  of  that  prodnSiionof 
which  your  great  lo^etofanSlity 
tvas  parent  y  and  which  wm 
partly  defigned  to  fatisfy  thofc 
great  appetites  to  ^ertue  which  ha^e  made  yon 
hugely  apprehenft^e  and  forward  to  entertains 
any  infirument  whereby  you  may  grow  and  in- 
creafe  in  thefer^ice  of  God ,  and  the  communion 
and  charities  of  holy  people.  Tour  Honour  left 
h^owes  in  whatfoyk  the  firft  deftgne  of  thefc 
papers  grew  ^  and  but  thai  the  Excellent  per- 
fonage  who  was  their  jirji  roote  is  tranfplamed 

f(fr 
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fir  a  time  ^  that  he  may  not  ha^e  his  righteous 
foule  i;exed  with  the  impurer  converfation  of  ill 
minded  men  ^  1  am  conjide?n  yon  would  ha^e  re- 
ceived the  fruits  of  his  abode  ^  to  more  excellent 
purpofes.    But  becaufe  he  was  pleafed  to  leave 
the  managing  of  this  to  me^  I  hope  your  Honour 
will  for  his  fake  entertaine  what  that  rare  per fon 
conceived,  thou^  I  was  left  tothepainesand 
dangers  of  bringing  forth  ,^  andthat  it  may  dwell 
with  you  fir  its  frU  relation  rather  then  be 
rejeSledfor  its  appendant  imperfe&ions  ^  which 
it  contracted  not  in  the  fount  aine^  but  in  the  chan  - 
els  of  its  progreffe  and  emanation.     Madam,   I 
JhaU  beg  of  GOD  that  your  honour  may  receive  as 
great  increment  of  piety  and  Ghojily  ftrength 
in  the  reading  this  bool^e  ^   as  I  receive  ho- 
mur  if  you  mail  be  pie  afid  t  a  accept  and  owne 
this  as  a  confejppn  of yoHr  great  worthinejfe  and  a 
tejlimonyofthefirvke  which  ought  to  be  payed 
to  your  Honour  by 

Ma^am 

-^Vii  V.x\\^  ^^'\^^r/Xour  Honours  mofi  humble 


and  moji  Obliged 


V.      \. 


1 


Servant  y 

'.,. .;..  >.vi  ^dt  itVii^i  ^^  ^ 
.^.^v...'.A.,-...  !^;nv.vr^   Taylor. 
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Part  II. 


Sedl.  lo. 

Of  the  firft  Manifeftation  of 
J  E  S  U  S, 

By  the  teftimony  of  Jo  h  n, 
and  a  Miracle. 


'Fterthat  the  Baptift  by  a  ilgiic  from  hcayeia  was  confirm- 
ed in  fpkit  and  undcrftanding ,  that  J  E  S  U  S  was  the 
MefTias,  he  immediately  publiftied  to  thejewes  what 
GOD  had  manifeftedto  him  ,  and  firft  to  the  Priefts 
and  Levitesfent  in  legation  from  the  Sanhedrim,  he  pro- 
fefied  indefinitely  in  anfwer  to  their  queftion,  that  hini- 
felf  was  not  the  C  H  R  I  S  T,  nor  Elias^  nor  that  Prophet 
whom  they  by  a  fpeciall  tradition  did  expeft  to  be  revealed  they  knew 
not  when.  And  concerning  himfelf  definitely  he  faid  nothing,  but  that 
he  was  the  wyce  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderne^e^  Makeftraight  the  way  of  the 
'  Lord.  He  it  was  who  was  then  amongft  them,  but  not  known,  a  perfon  of 

*  great  dignity,  to  whom  the  Baptift  was  not  worthy  to  do  the  office  of  the 
Moweft  Miniftery,  who  coming  after /o/jtj  was  preferred  far  before  him, 

*  who  was  to  increafe,  and  the  Baptift  was  to  decrcafe,  who  did  baptize 
'  with  the  holy  Ghoft  and  with  Fire. 

ThiswastheCharai^erof  his  perfonall  FrerogAtives^  but  as  yet  no  de- 
fnonftration  was  made  of  his  Perfon^  till  after  the  defcent  or  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  Jesus,  and  then  when  ever  the  Baptift  faw  J  E  S  U  S, 
fe«  points  him  out  with  his  finger.  Behold  the  Lambe  ofGcd  that  taketh  away 
theftnnesofthervorld^tljisishg.  Then  he  Hiewes  him  to  Andrerv^  Siinon 
Peters  brother,  with  the  fame -defignation,  and  to  another  Difciple  with 
him,  who  both  followed  jESVS^and  abode  with  him  all  night  -,  Andrew  brings 
his  brother  Simon  with  him,  and  then  CHRIST  changes  his  name  from 
Simon  to  ?etei;  or  Cephas^  which  fignifies  -ijione.  Then  ]  E  S  U  S  himfelf  - 
findes  outVhilip  ofBethfaida^  and  bade  him  follow  him,  and  Vhilip  findes 
out  Nathanael^  and  calls  him  to  fee.  Thus  perfons  bred  in  a  dark  cell, upon 
their  firft  afcent  up  to  the  chambers  cf  light,  all  run  ftaring  upon  the  beau- 
ties of  the  Sun,  and  call  the  partners  of  their  darknelTe  to  commmnicate  in 
^cir  new  and  ftianger  revelation. 

A  a  whci> 
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'  _  when  Nathanael  was  come  to  ]  F  3  U  S  ,  CHR  IS  T  faw  his  heart, 

^^^^    ^^'    and  gave  him  a  ceftimony  to  be  tracly  honelt ,  and  full  of  holy  fimpiicicy, 
2  a  true  Ifraeihe  without  guik.     ApANatiMiml^  behig  overjoyed  that  he  had 

^'  found  the  Meffias ,  beleeving  out  of  love ,  and  loving  by  reafon  of  his  joy, 

and  no  fufpicion ',  took  that  for_  a  proof  and  veritication  of  his  perfon, 
which  was  very  infufficient  to  confirm  a  doubt,  or  ratifie  a  probability,  Buc 
fo  we  believe  a  ftory,  which  we  love ,  taking  probabilities  for  demonftra- 
tions,  andcafnall  accidents  for  probabilities,  and  any  thing  creates  ve- 
hement prefumptions,  in  which  cafes  our  guides  are  not  our  knowing  fa- 
culties ,  but  our  affeftions ,  and  if  they  be  holy ,  G  O  D  guides  them  in- 
to the  right  perfwafions ,  as  he  does  little  birds  to  make  rare  nefts  j  though 
they  underhand  not  the  myftery  of  operation ,  nor  the  defigne  and  pur • 
pofe  of  the  adion. 
j^  But  Jesus  took  his  will  and  forwardnelTe  of  affeftions  in  fo  good 

part,  that  he  promifed  him  greater  things ,  and  this  gavecccafion'to  th« 
firft  prophecy ,  which  was  made  by  ]  E  S  U  S.  For  J  ES'lJ  S  faid  urf) 
htm ,  Becaufe  I  faid ,  /  favp  thee  under  the  Figtree ,  beleeveft  thou  ?  Thou 
Jlialt  jee  greater  things  then  thefe  .-and  then  he  prophefied  that  he  fhould  fee 
heaven  open ,  and  the  Angels  of  0  0  D  afcending ,  and  defcending  upon  the 
f.Aug.tra.i'j.  Sonne  of  Man.  But,  being  a  Doftour  of  the  Law  CHRIST  chofe  him 
#.  I.  m  Johm,  not  atall  to  the  Colledge  of  Apoftles. 

Much  about  the  fame  time  there  hapned  to  be  a  marriage  in  Cana  of  Ga- 
5»  like  in  the  voifinage  of  his  dwelling ,  where  John  the  Evangelift  is  by  fonie 

fuppofed  to  have  been  thebridegroome  *,  (  but  of  this  there  is  no  certain- 
ty )  and  thither  JESUS  being  with  his  Mother  invited ,  he  went  to  do 
civility  to  the  perfons  efpoufed ,  and  to  do  honour  to  the  holy  rite  of 
marriage.  The  perfons  then  married  were  but  of  indifferent  fortunes, 
^^     ,  richer  in  love  of  neighbours,  then  in  the  fullneife  of  rich  poITefTions ',  they 

r^auaent.  ^^^  ^^^^  company  then  wine.  For  the  Mafter  of  the  feaft,  whomac- 
Snxjan.tiait,  cording  to  the  order  and  piety  of  the  nation  they  chofe,  from  the  order 
?/  *  r  rl'f  of^Prieftstobeprcfident  of  the  Feaft,  by  the  reverence  of  his  perfon 
Hujujmoaipi-  ^^  Yti\rmi  all  inordination ,  by  his  difcretion  to  govern  and  order  the  Cir- 
ermtmaejta.  ^umftances ,  by  his  religious  knon>ledge  to  dired  the  folemnities  of  mar- 
illa  Sertorn  ^.j^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  retain  all  the  perfons  and  anions  in  the  bounds  of  pru- 
cmmyuquA    ^^^^^  ^^^  modefty,  complained  to  the  Bridegroome  that  the  Guefts 

tarcnus^  niyrva.  ^^  ^Qoxvt  as  the  holy  Virgin  Mother  had  notice  of  the  want  *,  out  of 
sroXvK  -^x^iia  ^  charity ,  that  nfes  to  be  imployed  in  fupplying  even  the  minutes  and 
flv  .  ?  ''"f.^^*  fmalleft  articles  of  neceflity,  as  well  as  the  clamorous  importunity  of  ex- 
,  ''^"'^  V  tremities  and  great  indigencies,  complained  to  her  Sonne  by  an  indefinite 
«/^^S«'««-  addrelTej  not  defiring  him  to  make  fupply,  for  fhe  knew  not  how  he 
jweir  ^»f<«*f- fliould,  but  either  out  of  an  habituall  commiferation  fhe  complained 
1^' UK.U  xj^  without  hoping  for  remedy,  or  elfe  fhe  looked  on  him  who  was  a 
naeaviovhe  tv^  fountain  of  holinelfe  and  of  plenty,  as  cxpefting  a  derivation  from 
t^loic  Hj  W  i^jj^^  ^jj.h^j.  Qf  aifcourfes  or  miracles.  But  JESV  S  anfwered  her^ 
^fi^m  smcTw/f  Woman  what  have  I  to  do  with  thee>  Mine  hour  is  not  yet  come.  By 
-xfiSfutj  K,^  <pi'  ^i^jg  anfwer  intending  no  deniall  to  the  purpofe  of  his  Mothers  inti- 
Xcrpoju'iKc  «a.-  niation ,  to  whom  he  alwayes  bare  a  religious ,  and  pious  reverence, 
^ev7^Gv,  Pint,    b„£  to  fignifie  that  he  was  not  yet  CRtred  into  his  period  and  yecrs 
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•f  miracles  ;   and  when  he  did ,  k  muft  be  not  for  rcfyed:  of  kin-      p^j.  jj 

dred,  orcivill  relations^  bnt  as  it  is  a  derivation  of  power  from  above, 1 

fo  it  muft  he  in  purfuit  of  that  fervice  and  defighe,  which  tie  had  received 
in  charge  together  widi  his  power. 

And  fo  his  Mother  undtrftood  him,giving  exprefle  charge  to  the  Mini-  7. 

flerstodo  whatfoverhe  commanded,  JESV  S  therefore  bid  them  fiU 
the  water-pets  rvhkh  ftood  there  for  the  ufe  of  frequent  wafliings,  which  the 
Icwes  did  ufe  in  all  publike  meetings ,  for  feare  of  touching  pollutions, 
or  contrafting  legall  impurities  i  which  they  did  with  a  curioufnefle  next 
tofuperftition,  waftiing  the  very  beds  and  tables  ufed  at  their  feafts. 
The  Minifters  filkd  them  to  the  brim,  and  as  they  were  commanded, 
drew  out  and  baie  unto  the  Governour  of  the  Feaft  ,  who  knew  not  of  it, 
till  the  miracle  grew  pub]  ike,  and  like  light  fhewed  it  felf:  for  while 
they  wondi-ed  at  the  oeconon\y  of  that  Feaft  in  keeping  the  beft  wine  till 
the  laft,  it  grew  apparent ,  that  he  who  was  the  Lord  of  the  Creatures, 
who  in  their  frft  feeds  have  an  obed i en ti all  capacity  to  receive  the  im- 
preflesof  what  formes  he  pleafes  to  imprint,  could  give  new  natures, 
and  produce  new  qualities  in  that  fubje(!^,  in  which  he  choofes  to  glorific 
his  Sonne. 

This  beginning  of  miracles  did  JESUS  in  Cam  of  Galilee.    For  f, 

all  thofe  miracles  which  are  reported  to  be  done  by  C  H  R  I  S  T  in  his 
infancie,  and  interval  I  of  his  younger  yeares  are  Apocryphall  and  Spu- 
rious ,  fayned  by  trifling  underftandings ,  (  who  think  to  ferve  GOD 
with  a  well-meant  lye,)  and  frmoted  by  the  credulity  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  in  whofc  hearts  eafmelfe,  folly,  and  credulity  are  bound  up  and 
ty^edfaft  with  filken  thread,  and  cafie  foftneflcsof  religious  affedions, 
■ot  made  fevere  by  the  rigours  of  wifdome  and  eKperien«t.  This 
frfi  mrack  mnifefted  bis  OJory^  and  his  VifiipUs  beli^g^k  him. 
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Ad.  Se£l.  10. 
CONSIDERATIONS 

touching 

The  vocation  of  fi^e  Difciples^  and  of  the  Jlrji 

Miracle  of  ]esu.s  done  at  Cana  in 

Galilee. 


S  foon  as  ever  7ohn  the  Baptlft  was  taught  by  the  defccnt  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  that  this  was  JESUS ,  he  inftantly  preaches  him 
to  all  that  came  necr  him.  For  the  holy  Ghoft  was  his  Com- 
miirion,aiidinftru<flion  j  and  now  he  was  a  Minifter  Evan- 
gelicall ',  and  taught  all  thofe  that  have  the  honour  to  be 
fervants  in  fo  facred  imployment,  that  they  mud:  not  ^#,  till  they  be  fent^ 
Jior  fpeak  till  they  be  inftrafted ,  nor  yet  hold  their  peace  when  their 
CommifTion  is  figned  by  the  confignation  of  the  fpirit  in  ordinary  Mini- 
ftery.  For  allpower  and  allrpifdom  is  from  abeve^.  and  in  fpirituall  miniftra- 
tions  is  a  dire<3;  emanation  from  the  holy  Spirit ;  that  as  no  nun  is  fit  to 
fpeak  the  myfteries  of  godlinelTe,  be  his  perfon  never  fo  holy,  unlefle  he 
derive  wifdom  in  order  to  fuch  minifteries  *,  fo  be  he  never  fo  inftru<5ted 
by  the  affiftance  of  art  or  infiifed  knowledge,  yet  unleffe  he  alfo  have  de- 
rived pow^r  as  well  as  skjll^  authority  as  well  as  kriowkdge  from  the  fame  fpi- 
rit, he  is  not  enabled  to  minifter  in  publike  in  ordinary  miniftrations. 
The  Baptift  was  fent  by  a  prime  defignation  to  prepare  the  way  to  jESUS, 
and  was  inftrufted  by  the  fame  fpirit,  which  had  fandified  or  confecratcd 
him  in  his  Mothers  wombe  to  this  holy  purpofe. 

When  the  Baptift  had  Ihewed  ]  E  S  U  S  to  Andrew  and  another  Dlfci- 
le  ,  they  inmiediately  follow  him  with  the  diftances  and  fears  of  the 
rft  approach ,  and  the  infirmities  of  new  Converts '-,  but  J  E  S  U  S  fee- 
ing them  following  their  frji  lights  invited  them  to  fee  the  Smne',  For 
GOD  loves  to  ch^rifli  infants  in  grace ,  and  having  fown  the  immortal! 
feed  in  their  hearts  if  k  takes  root  downwards,  and  fprings  out  into  the 
verdure  of  a  leafe,  he  ftill  waters  it  with  the  gentle  raine  of  the  holy  Spi- 
rit, in  graces  and  new  affiftances,  till  it  brings  forth  the  fruits  of  a  holy 
converfation.  And  GOD,  whoknowes  that  infants  have  need  of  plea- 
fant,  and  gentle,  and  frequent  nutriment,  hath  given  to  them  this 
comfort ,  that  himfelf  will  take  care  of  their  firft  beginnings ,  and 
improve  them  to  the  ftrengch  of  men,  and  give  them  the  ftrengths  of 
»atm-e,  and  the  wifdom  of  fpirit,  which  ianoble  mea  to  excellencies  and 

pcrfedi- 
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pcrfeAions.     By  the  preaching  of  the   Baprift  tJicy  were  brought  to      p^^.  jj 
fcek  for  C  H  R  I  S  T,  and  when  they  did,  CHRIST  found  them,  and  . 

brooght  them  home  ,  and  made  them  (itiy  all  night  with  him;  which  was 
more  favoiT,  then  they -lookt  for.  For  fo  GOD  ufually  difpenfes  his  mercies, 
that  they  may  runne  over  oiif  thoughts  and  eype<51"ations ,  and  are  given  iii 
no  proportion  to  us ,  but  according  to  GODS  meafures ,  he  conlrdcring  not 
what  we  are  worthy  of  ^  but  what  is  fit  for  him  to  give;  he  only  requiring 
cf  us  capacities  to  receive  his  favom-,  and  fair  reception  and  entertain- 
ment of  his  grace?. 

When  Andrew  had  found  ]  E  S  U  S  ,  he  calls  his  Brother  Simn  to  ^^ 

be  partaker  of  his  joyes ,  which  (  as  it  happens  in  accidents  of  greateft 
pleafure)  cannot  be  contained  within  the  limits  of  the  polTelicrs 
thoughts.  But  this  calling  of  Peter  was  not  to  a  beholding ,  but  to  a 
participation  of  his  felicities  *,  for  he  is  ftrangely  covetous ,  who  would 
enjoy  the  fun,  or  the  air,  or  the  fea,  alone*,  here  was  treafiucfor  him 
ind  all  the  world',  and  by  lighting  his  Brodier  Sifmns  taper  he  made 
hisown  light  the  greater,  and  more  glorious.  And  this  is  the  nature 
of  grace ,  to  be  diftufive  of  its  own  excellencies  *,  for  here  no  envy 
can  inhabited  the  proper  and  perfonall  ends  of  holy  perfons  in  the 
conta(S  ,  and  tranfmifliotis  of  grace  are  increafed  by  the  participation 
tnd  communion  of  others.  For  our  prayers  are  more  efteduall ,  ou' 
aids  increafed,  our  encouragement  and  eyamples  more  prevalent,  GOD 
more  honoured ,  and  the  rewards  of  glory  have  accidentall  advantage* 
by  the  fuperaddition  of  every  new  Saint  and  beatified  perfonj  the 
members  of  the  myfticallbody,  when  they  have  received  nutrimeHC 
from  GOD,  and  his  holy  Sonne,  fupplying  to  each  other  the  fama» 
which  themfelves  received,  and  live  on,  in  the  communion  of  Saint*. 
Every  new  ftarre  guilds  the  firmament  and  increafes  its  firft  glories  j 
andthofe,  who  are  inftruments  of  the  converfion  of  others,  fhall  not 
onely  introduce  new  beauties,  but  when  themfelves  fliine  like  the 
ftarres  in  glory,  they  fhall  have  fonie  reflexions  from  the  light  of  others, 
to  whofe  fixing  in  the  Orbe  of  heaven  themfelves  have  been  infirur- 
mentall.  And  this  confideration  is  not  onely  of  ufe  in  the  exaltati- 
ons of  the  dignity  Apoftolicall  and  Clericall ,  but  for  the  enkindling 
even  of  private  charit^^esj  who  may  do  well  to  promote  others  interefti 
€f  piety,  in  which  themfelves  alfo  have  fome  concernment, 

Thefe   Difciples   afked  of  CH?,IST  where  he  dwelt;  JESVS 
mfwertd^    Come  and  fee.     It  was  an  anfwer  very  exprefliveof  our  du-  ^' 

ty  in  this  inftance.  It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  underftand  where  CHRIST 
inhabites,  or  where  he  is  to  ke  found',  for  our  underftandings  may 
follow  him  a  farre  off,  and  we  receive  no  fatisfadion ,  unlelTe  it  be  to 
curiofity  j  but  we  muft  go  where  he  is ,  eat  of  his  meat ,  wafh  in  hi* 
lavatory ,  ref^  on  his  beds,,  and  dwell  with  him  ',  for  the  holy  ]  E- 
SUS  hath  no  kinde  influence  upon  thofe,  who  fland  at  diAance,  fave 
onely  the  affe<fi-ons  of  a  Loadftone,  apt  to  draw  them  nigher,  that  he 
may  tranfmitt  his  vermes  by  union  and  Confederatioris ',  but  if  they 
perfift  in  a  fullen  diOance,  they  fhall  learn  his  glories,  as  Dives  under- 
ftood  the  peace  of  Lazarus.,  of  which  he  was  never  to  participate.  Al- 
though the  Sonne  of  man  hath  not  where  t9  bide  his  head^  yet  he  hatk 
nuny  houfes  where  to  cojivcy  his  graces  j  He  hath  Bothing  to  cover 
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■    p  .     rT~  his  own,  but  he  hath  enough  to  fanftine  ours*,  and  as  he  dwelt  i« 
^^^  fuchhouies,  which  the  chancy  of  good  people  then  afforded  for  his  enter- 

tainment, fo  now  he  loves  to  abide  in  places  ?  which  the  religion  of  his 
fervants  hath  vowed  to  his  honour,  and  the  advantages  of  Evangelicall  mi- 
niftracions.  Thither  we  mufV  come  to  him ,  or  any  where  elfe,  where  we 
may  enjoy  him  y  he  is  to  be  found  in  a  Church  •,  in  his  ordinances ,  in  the 
communion  of  Saints,  in  every  religious  duty  ,  in  the  heart  of  every  ho^. 
ly  perfon  j  and  if  we  go  to  him  by  the  addreffes  of  religion  in  holy  places, 
by  the  miniftery  of  holy  rites ,  by  charity ,  by  the  adherences  of  faith, 
and  hope,  and  other  combining  graces,  the  graces  of  union  and  fociety, 
or  prepare  a  lodging  for  him  within  ui ,  that  he  may  come  to  us ,  then 
.  fliallwefeefuch  glcries,  and  interiour  beauties,  which  none  know,  buc 

br'^erfiiTHs^  do-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^'     ^^^  fecrets  of  fpirituall  benedidion  are  un- 

Kus  mcp.  cle;r'.  derftood  onely  by  them,  to  whom  they  are  conveyed,  even  by  the  chil* 

Alex,  itrom.     '  dren  of  his  houfe.  Come  and  fee. 

S.  Andrew  WHS  firft  called ,  and  that  by  C  H  R I S  T  inmiediately ,  his 
'*  Brother  Shnon  next,  and  that  by  Andrew,  but  yet  JESUS  changed 

Simons  \ume^  and  not  the  others  j  and  by  this  change  defign*d  him  to  an 
eminency  of  office,  at  leaft  in  (ignification,  principally  above  his  Brother, 
or  elfe  feparately ,  and  diftindly  from  him  '■,  to  fhew,  that  thefe  graces  and 
favours ,  which  do  not  immediately  cooperate  to  Eternity ,  but  are  gifts 
and  offices,  or  imprelTes  of  authority,  are  given  to  men  irregularly,  and 
without  any  order  of  pra,'difponent  caufes,  orprobabilityeson  our  parr, 
but  ai-e  iflues  of  abfolute  pra-deftination  ?  and  as  they  have  efficacy  from 
thofe  reafons  which  GOD  conceales,  fo  they  have  fome  purpofes  as  conceals 
as  their  caufes ',  onely  if  GOD  pleafes  to  make  usvefielsof  fair  imploy- 
nient ,  and  of  great  capacity,  we  fhall  bear  a  greater  burden,  and  are  bound 
taglorifie  GOD  with  fpcciall  offices*,  but  as  thefe  exteriour  and  inefte<ftive 
graces  are  given  upon  the  fame  good  will  of  GOD,  which  made  this  mat- 
ter to  be  a  humane  body,  when  if  G  O  D  had  fo  pleafed,  it  was  as  capable 
of  being  made  a  fungus  or  a  fponge :  fo  they  are  given  to  us  with  the  fame 
intentions  as  are  our  fouls ,  that  we  might  glorifie  G  O  D  in  the  diftinct  ca- 
pacity of  grace,  as  before  of  a  reafonable  natme.  And  befidesthat  ic 
teaches  us  to  magnifie  GODS  free  mercy,  fo  it  retnoves  every  fuch  ex- 
alted perfon  from  being  an  ob;e<ft  of  envy  to  others ,  or  from  pleafing 
himfelf  in  vainer  opi  lions  y  for  GOD  hath  made  him  of  fuch  an  imploymenc 
as  freely  and  voluntarily  as  he  hath  made  him  a  man,  and  he  no  more  co- 
operated to  this  giace,then  to  his  own  creation,and.may  as  well  admire  him- 
felf for  being  born  in  Italy  ,  or  from  rich  parents ,  or  for  having  two  hands, 
or  two  feet ,  as  for  having  received  fuch  a  defignation  extraordinary.  Buc 
thefe  things  are  never  inftruments  of  reputation  among  fevere  underftand- 
ings,  and  never  but  in  the  fottifh  and  unmanly  apprehenfions  of  the  vulgar, 
Onely  this,  v/hen  GOD  hath  imprinted  artauthority  upon  a  perfon,  al- 
though the  man  hath  nothing  topleafe  himfelf  withall  but  GODS  grace, 
yet  others  are  to  pay  the  duty ,  which  that  imprefflon  demands  j  which 
duty  becaufe  it  r'apports  to  GOD,  and  touches  not  the  man,  but  as  it 
palTes  through  him  to  the  fountain  of  authority  and  grace ,  it  extinguifhes 
all  pretences  of  opinion  and  pride. 

When  ]  E  S  U  S  efpied  NathAnael  ( who  alfo  had  been  called    by 
the  firft  Difciples)  coming  towards  him,  he  gave  him  an  excellent  cha- 
racter, 
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ra<fler,  call'mg  him  a  true  Jfraelhe  in  rvhomwas  noguik^  and  admitted  him  a-  ~^  7~r 
mongft  the  firrt  Difciplts  of  the  inflltuticn  j  by  this  chamber  in  one  of  the  ^^ 
firft  of  his  SchoUcrs  hdliow'mg  fiwplujty  offpjrjt^ind  receiving  it  into  his  Dif- 
cipline,  that  it  might  now  become  a  vertue  and  duty  Erangelicall.  For 
although  it  concerns  us,as  a  Chriftian  duty,to  be  prudent,yet  the  prudence 
of  Chriftianity  is  a  duty  of  fpirituall  efied',andin  inftances  of  religion,  with 
no  other  purpofes  then  to  avoid  giving  oflbnce  to  thofe  that  arc  without, 
amd  to  thofe  that  are  v/ithin  \  that  we  caufe  no  difreputation  to  Chriftia- 
wiry  y  that  wc  do  nothing,that  may  encourage  enemies  to  thercligicn,ani 
that  thofe,  that  are  within  the  communion  and  obedience  of  the  Church, 
nay  not  fatler  as  great  inconveniences  by  the  indifcreet  conduct  of  religion* 
a<^ions  as  by  direft  temptations  to  a  fin.  Thefe  are  the  purpofes  of  private 
prudence,  to  which  in  a  greater  meafurevand  upo«  more  varier\'  of  rules  the 
Governours  of  Churches  are  6bliged.  But  that,which  Chriftian  fimplicity 
prohibites,is  the  mixing  arts ,  and  unhandfome  meanes  for  the  purchafe  of 
our  ends  •  witty  ccunfels  that  are  underminings  of  our  neighbour,  deftrov- 
ing  hisjuft  intereft  toferve  our  own  •,  flratagems  to  deceive,indcfinite  and 
inlignificant  anfwers,  unjuft  andunlawfull  concealeraentof  oui"  purpofes, 
fallacious  promifes  and  faife  pretences,flatcery,and  unjufl^,and  unreafonablc 
praife,  faying  one  thing  and  meaning  the  contrary,  pretending  religion 
to  fecular  defignes,breaking  faith,taking  falfe  oaths,  andfuchother  inhru- 
nientsofhumanepurpofesfranied  by  the  Devill,and  fentinto  the  worU 
to  be  perfeded  by  man.  Chriftian  fimpliciry  fpeakes  nothing  but  ir« 
thoughts  •,  and  when  it  concernes  prudence,  that  a  thought  or  purpofe 
fhould  be  concealed,it  concerns  fimplicity  that  filence  be  its  Cover,and  not 
a  falfe  vizor  *,  it  rather  fuffers  inconvenience  than  a  lye  ,  it  dtftroyes  no 
mans  right,though  it  be  inconiiftent  with  my  advantages,  it  reproves  free- 
ly,paHiates  no  mans  wickedneffe,  it  intends  what  it  ought,and  does  what  is 
bidden,and  ufes  courfes  regular  and  juft,  fneakes  not  in  corners,and  walkc* 
alwayes  in  the  eye  of  God,and  the  face  of  the  world. 

j  E5US  told  NathanaeKzhit  he  knew  hira,when  he  faw  him  under  the  fig- 
tree  ,  and  Natbanael  took  that  to  be  probation  fufficient,  that  he  was  the  ' ' 
MeflTias,  and  believed  rightly  upon  an  infufficient  motive  j  which  becaufc 
Jesus  did  accepr,  it  gives  teftimony  to  us  that  however  faith  be  produced, 
by  means  regular,  or  by  arguments  incompetent ,  whether  it  be  proved  or 
MOt  proved,whether  by  chance  or  deliberation,  whether  wifely  or  by  occa- 
sion •,  fo  that  faith  be  produced  by  tlie  inftrument,and  love  by  faith,  Godi 
worke  is  done ,  and  fo  Is  ours.  For  if  S.  Paul  rejoyced  that  CHRIST  was 
preached^  though  by  the  envu  of  peevifh  perfons  :  certainly  G  O  D  will  nos 
reje<R:  an  e-xcellent  produd-,becaufe  it  came  from  a  weake  and  fickly  parent: 
and  he  that  brings  good  out  of  erill ,  and  rejoyces  in  that  good  having  firfl: 
triumphed  upon  the  evill,will  certainly  tike  delight  in  the  faith  of  the  moft 
ignorant  perfons,  which  his  owne  grace  hath  produced  out  of  innocent 
though  infufficient  beginnings.  It  was  folly  in  Naaman  to  refufe  to  be  ai- 
red, becaufe  he  was  to  recover  only  by  wafliing  in  Jordan.  The  more  in- 
competent the  meanes  is,the  greater  is  the  glory  of  GOD  ,  who  hath  pro- 
duced waters  fi-om  a  rock,and  fire  from  the  rollifion  of  a  fponge  and  wooll  j  ^ 
aad  it  is  certaine,the  end ,  unlefle  it  be  in  produfts  meerly  naturall ,  does  | 
not  take  its  eftimatc  and  degrees  from  the  externall  meanes.  Grace 
ilo«  miraclo ,   and  the   produ^ions  of  the  fpirit  in  refpe^  of  in 

A  a  4  in- 


n  AdSca.io  CONSID.  OF   THE  FIRST  MIRACLE 

P2J.J,  Tj       inftrumcnc?,  are  equlvocali,  oitraordinary,  and  fiipernaturall ,  and  igno- 

„_ L_  ^"^^t  perfons  heleeve  as  ftrongly,  though  they  know  not  why,  and  love 

God  as  heartily,  as  greater  fpirits  and  more  excellent  underftandings ',  and 
when  GOD  pleafe,  or  if  he  fees  it  expedient,  he  will  do  to  others,  as  to 
Nathamel^^  give  them  greater  arguments,  and  better  inftruments  for  the 
confirmation  and  heightning  of  their  faith,  then  they  had  for  the  firft  pro- 
I.  duftion. 

When  JESIIS  had  chofen  thefe  few  Difciples  to  be  witnefles  of  fuccec- 
ding  accidents,  every  one  of  which  was  to  be  a  probation  of  his  miffion 
and  Divinity,  he  entred  into  the  theatre  of  the  world  at  a  marriage  feaft  j 
which  he  now  firfl:  hallowed  to  a  facramentall  fignification,  and  made  to 
become  myfterious  j  he  now  began  to  choofe  his  fpoufe  out  from  the 
communities  of  the  world,  and  did  mean  to  endeare  her  by  unions  in- 
eflkble  and  glorious,  and  configne  the  Sacrament  by  his  blood,  which  he 
firftgavein  afecret  reprefentment ,  and  afterwards  in  letter  and  appa- 
rent effufion.  And  although  the  holy  jESUS  did  in  his  owne  perfon  con- 
fecratccoelibate-,  and  abftinence  and  chaftity  in  his  mothers:  yet  by  his 
prefence  healfo  hallowed  marriage,  and  made  it  honourable,  not  onely  in 
civillaccount,  and  the  rites  of  Hei-aldry,  but  inafpirituallfenfe,  he  having 
newfublim'd  it  by  making  it  a  Sacramentall  reprefentment  of  the  union 
ofChrift  and  his  Spoufe  the  Church.  And  all  married  perfons  fhould  do 
well  to  remember,  what  the  conjugall  fociety  does  reprefent,  and  noc 
hi'eak  the  matrimoniall  bond,  which  is  a  myfterious  ligament  of  CHRIST 
and  his  Church  ^  for  whoever  diflblves  the  facrednelTeofthcmyftery,  and 
unhallowes  the  vow  by  violence  and  impurity,  he  diffolves  his  relation  to 
CHRIST.  To  break  faith  with  a  wife  or  Hufband  is  a  divorce  from  jESUS, 
and  that  is  a  feparation  from  all  pofTibilities  of  felicity.    In  the  time  of  the 
Mofaicall  Statutes,  to  violate  marriage  was  to  do  injuftice  and  difhonour, 
and  a  breach  to  the  fanftlons  of  nature ,  or  the  firft  conftitutions ;  But 
two  bands  more  are  added  in  the  Gofpel,  to  make  Marriage  more  facred  : 
For  now  our  bodies  are  made  Temples  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  rite  of 
Marriage  is  made  ftgnificant  and  Sacramentall ,  and  every  ad  of  adultery 
is  prophanation and  irreligion,  it  defecrates  a  Temple,  and  defloures  a 
niyftery. 
*  The  married  paire  were  holy^  hutp$or,  and  they  wanted  wine,  and  the 

blelfed  Virgin  Mother,  pitying  the  aftVont  of  the  young  man,  complained 
to  JESUS  of  the  want ,  and  jESUS  gave  her  an  anfwer  which  promifed 
no  fatisfaftion  to  her  purpofes.  For  now  that  ]  E  S  U  S  had  lived  thirty 
yeers,  and  done  in  perfon  nothing  anfwerable  to  his  glorious  birth,  and 
miraculous  accidents  of  his  perfon,  fhe  longed  till  the  time  came  in  which 
he  was  to  manifeft  himfelf  by  adions  as  miraculous,  as  the  ftar  of  his  birth  j 
fhe  knew  by  the  rejeding  of  his  trade,  and  his  going  abroad,  and  probably 
by  his  owne  difcourfe  to  her,  that  the  time  was  neer ',  and  the  forwai'd- 
Mcfle  of  her  love  and  holy  defires  poflibly^  might  go  fome  minutes  before 
his  owne  precife  limit.  However  JESUS  anfwered  to  this  purpofe,  to 
fliew,  that  the  work  he  was  to  do,  was  done,  not  to  fatisfie  her  importu- 
nity, which  is  not  occafion  enough  for  a  miracle,but  coprofecute  the  great 
workofdivincdefignation.  For  in  works  fpirituall,and  religious,  all  ex- 
teriour  relation  ceaifes ',  the  worlds  order  and  the  manner  of  our  nature, 
andthcinfirmitie>ofoar  perfoa  have  produced  focieties?  .a»d  they  hare 

been 
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been  the  parents  of  relation  *,  and  GOD  hath  tyed  them  faft  by  the  knots      p^rt  l\. 

of  duty,  and  made  the  duty  the  occufion,  and  opportunities  of  rewards  

But  inadionsfpiriruall,  in  which  we  relate  to  GOD,  our  relations  are 
founded  upon  the  fpirit,  and  therefore  we  niuft  do  our  duties  upon  con- 
liderations  feparate,  and  fpirituall ',  but  never  fuffer  teniporall  relations  to 
impede  our  religious  duties  ',  Chrifiian  charity  is  a  higher  thing  then  to  be 
confined  widiin  the  ternies  of  dependance  and  correlation  ;  and  thofe  en- 
dearements,  which  leagues,  or  nature,  or  fociety  have  made,  paife  into 
fpirituall,  and  like  ftars  in  the  prefence  of  the  Sun  appeare  not,  when  the 
heights  of  the  fpirit  are  in  place.  Where  duty  hath  prepared  fpeciall  in- 
ftances,  there  we  muft  for  religions  fake  promote  them  •,  but  even  to  our 
parents,  or  our  children  the  charities  of  religion  ought  to  be  greater  then 
the  altedions  of  fociety  :  Ax^  though  we  are  bound  in  all  offices  exteriour 
to  prefer  our  relatives  before  others,  becaufe  that  is  made  a  duty  *,  yet  to 
purpofes  fpirituall,  all  perfons  eminently  holy,  put  on  the  efficacy  of  the 
fame  relations,  and  palfea  duty  upon  us  of  religious  afted:ions. 

At  the  command  of  JESUS  the  Water-pots  were  filled  with  water,  and  !•* 
the  water  was  by  his  Divine  power  turned  into  wine  ',  where  the  different 
oeconomy  of  GOD  and  the  world  is  highly  obfervable.  Every  man  fets  forth 
good  wine  atfrft^  and  then  the  worfe ',  but  GOD  not  onely  turnes  the  water 
into  wine,  but  intofuch  wine  that  the  laft  draught  is  moft  pleafant.  The 
World  prefents  us  with  faire  language,  pro mifing  hopes,  convenient  for- 
tunes, pompous  honours,  and  thefe  are  the  outfides  of  the  bole  j  but  when 
it  is  fwallowed,  thefe  diflblve  in  the  inftant,  and  there  remaines  bitter- 
nelfe,  and  the  malignity  of  Colliquintida.  Every  fin  fmiles  in  the  firft  ad- 
dreffe,  and  carries  light  in  the  face,  and  honey  in  the  lip,  but  when  we  have 
well  drunk^y  then  ccmes  that  which  is  worfe,  a  whip  with  tix  firings,  feares  and 
terrours  of  confcience,  and  fliame  and  difpleafure,  and  a  caytive  difpofi- 
tion,  and  diffidence  in  the  day  of  death.  But  when  after  the  tmnner  of  the 
purifying  of  the  Chriftians  we  fill  our  waterpots  with  wdtn-,watering  our  coucli 
with  our  teares,  and  moyftening  our  cheeks  with  the  perpetual]  diftillati- 
ons  of  repentance,  then  CHRIST  turns  our  water  into  wine,  firflpemtems 
and  then  cotnmunicants,  firft  waters  of  forrow,  and  then  the  wine  of  the  Cha- 
lice ',  firft  the  juftifications  of  corre(ftion,and  then  the  fand:ifications  of  the 
Sacrament ,  and  the  effe<^s  of  the  Divine  power ,  joy ,  and  peace, 
and  ferenit}',  hopes  full  of  confidence,  and  confidence  without  fhame,and 
boldnelTe  without  prefumption  j  for  J  E  S  U  S  keeps  the  befl  wine  till 
the  lajl ,  not  onely  becaufe  of  the  direft  refervations  of  the  higheft 
joyes  till  the  neerer  approaches  of  glory,  but  alfo  becaufe  our  relifhes 
are  higher  after  a  long  fruition ,  then  at  the  firft  Eflayes ,  fuch  being 
the  nature  of  grace,  that  it  increafes  in  relifh,  as  it  does  in  fcuit?ion,  evay 
paurt  of  grace  being  pew  duty  and  new  reyp4rd. 


M£ 
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The  Prayer. 

OEternall  And  ever  bkjfed  JESV^  vrho  didfl  choofe  T>rfdples^  t9  be  wff- 
nejjes  of  thy  life  and  nmades.  fo  adopting  nun  jnto  a  partjcipation  of,  thy 
gUAt  impkyrnent  of  bringing  m  to  heaven  by  the  meane!  of^  a  holy  do^hine^  he 
f  leafed  to  give  me  thy  grace  that  I  may  love  and  revere  their  perfons^  whom  thou 
kaft  fetoverme^andio\\o-wt\\Q\x{d:\z\\^  and  imitate  their  lives,  whiles  they 
imitate  thee,  and  that  I  aJfo  in -my  capacity  and  proportion  may  dofome  of  the 
*freaner  offices  of  ^iriiuall  buiidingjby  prayers,  and  by  holy  difcowfes,  and  fra~ 
ternall  correlHon,  and  friendly  exhortations,  doing  advantages  to  fuch  fou^es  with 
whom  I  fl}all  convtrfe :  andfince  thou  wertpleafed  to  enter  upon  theftage  ef  the 
n'orldwiththe  commencement  of  mercy,  and  a  miracle,  be  pleafed  to  viftt  my  fml 
with  thy  miraculcus  grace-,  turn  my  water  into  wine,  my  naturall  de fires  into  fuper- 
natural/  perfefrions,  and  let  myforrowes  be  turned  into  joy  es,  my  fins  into  vertuous 
habits,  the  weakneffes  of  humanity  into  communications  of  the  Divine  nature,  that 
fince  thou  keepeft  the  beft  unto  the  lafl:,  I  may  by  thy  affi fiance  grow  from  grace 
to  grace,  till  thy  gifts  be  turned  to  reward ,  and  thy  graces  t9  participation  of  thy 
ghryy  O.eternall  and  ever  blejfed  JESV,  Aniea. 

Dircourfe  6. 
O/Faitm. 

^i4^^4■?I<^e/J  faith  was  produced  by  an  argument  not  demonftrfl- 

tive,  not  certainly  concluding  *,  CHRIST  knew  hisi,  when 

he  faw  him  firft,  and  he  beleeved  him  to  be  the  McfTias  *,  his 

faith  was  excellent,  whatever  the  argument  was.    And  if  I 

beleevea  God,  becaufe  the  Sun  is  a  glorious  body,  or  be- 

canfcof  the  variety  of  plants,  cr  thefabrick  and  rare  contexture  of  a  mans 

eye,  I  may  as  fully  aflent  to  the  Conciufion,  as  if  my  beleefe  dwelt  upon 

tile  Demonftrations  made  by  the  Prince  of  Philofophers  in  the  8.  of  his 

Phyficks,  and  1 2.  of  his  Metaphyfi^ks.  This  I  premifeas  an  inlet  into  the 

confideration  concerning  the  faith  of  ignorant  perfons.  For  if  we  confider 

upon  what  eafie  termes  moft  of  us  now  are  Chriftians,  we  may  pofTibly 

fufpeftthat  either  faith  hath  but  little  excellence  in  it,  or  we  but  little 

faith,  or  that  we  are  miftaken  generally  in  its  definition.  For  we  are  born 

of  Chriftian  parents,  made  Chriftians  at  ten  dayes  old,interrogated  concer^ 

ning  the  articles  of  our  faith  byway  of  anticipation,  even  then  when  we 

widerftand  nor  the  difitrence  between  the  Sun  and  <i  tallo^  candle,  from 

ilienc« 
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thence  we  arc  taught  r o  fay  our  Carcchifnie^  as  we  ar«  taught  to  fpeak,  when  — Z — TT 
we  have  uo  rcafon  to  judge,  no  difcourfc  to  difcern,  no  arguments  to  con-  ^^^^  ^^' 
tclt  againft  a  propofition,  in  cafe  we  be  catechifed  into  falfe  dcdrine  j  and 
all  that  IS  put  to  us,  we  bcleeve  infinitely,  and  without  choyce,  as  children 
life  not  to  choofe  rheir  language  •,  and  as  our  children  are  made  Chrifiians, 
;ult  lo  are  dioufands  others  made  Mahunietans,  with  the  fame  necefTirv,  the 
fametdcihty.  So  that  thus  far  there  is  little  thanks  due  to  us  for  beleeving 
the  Chriftian  Creed,  it  was  indifferent  to  us  at  firft,  and  at  laft  our  educa- 
tion hadfo  pofieft  us,  and  ourintereft,  and  our  no  temptation  to  the 
contrary,  that  as  we  were  difpofed  into  this  condition  by  providence,  fo 
we  remain  in  it  without  praife  or  excellency.  For  as  our  beginnings  arc 
inevitable,  fo  our  progrefie  is  imperfe<[t,  and  infufficient,  and  what  we  be- 
-  gun  by  education  we  retain  onely  by  cuftome,  and  if  we  be  inftruded  in 
fomellighter  arguments  to  maintain  the  fed  or  faftion  of  our  countrey 
religion,  asitdifturbs  tiieunity  of  Chriftendome,  yet  if  we  examine  and 
conlider  the  account  upon  what  flight  arguments  we  have  taken  up  Chri- 
hanity  it  felf,  (as  that  it  is  the  religion  of  our  Countrey,or  that  our  fatheK 
JDefore  us  were  ofthe  fame  faith,  orbecaufethe  Prieftbids  them,  and  he 
fs  a  good  man,  or  for  fomething  elfe,  but  we  know  not  what)  we  muft 
needs  conclude  it  the  good  providence  of  GOD,  not  oui"  choice,that  made 
us  Chrifiians. 

Butifthequeftionbe,  Whether  fuch  a  faith  be  in  it  felf  good  and  ac-  o' 

-ceptable,  that  relyes  upon  infugicknt  md  mconvkcmg  groundsel  fuppofe 
this  cafe  of  A^f/;^wrt?/  will  determine  us ,  and  when  we  confider,  that  faith 
IS  an  jnfufed grace,  if  GOD  pleafes  to  behold  his  own  glory  in  our  weak- 
r.eJeof  underftanding,  it  is  but  the  fame  thing  he  does  in  the  inftances 
of  his  other  graces.  For  as  GOD  enkindles  chanty  upon  vai  iety  of  meanes 
and  inftraments,  by  a  thought,  by  a  chance,  by  a  text  of  Scripture,  by  a 
natural!  tendtrneffe,  by  the  tight  of  a  dying  or  a  tormented  beaft :  So  alfo 
lie  may  product  fanh  by  arguments  of  a  differing  quality,  and  by  Jflbes  of 
h  s  providence  he  may  engage  us  in  fuch  conditions,  in  which  as  our  un- 
deiitanding  is  not  great  enough  to  choofe  the  befV,  fo  neither  is  it  furni- 
ihedwith  powers  torej^  any  propofition  •,  and  to  beleeve  well  is  a» 
etteft  of  a  fmgular  predeftinatlon,  and  is  a  gift  in  order  to  a  grace,  as  that 
grace  ,s  in  order  to  falyation.  But  the  infufficiency  of  an  argument,  or  dif- 
abdity  to  prove  our  religion  is  fo  far  from  difabling  the  goodneffe  of  an  ig- 
norani  mans  faith,  that  as  it  may  be  as  ftrong  as  the  faith  of  the  greateft 
Scholler,  fo  it  hadi  full  as  much  excellency,  notof  nature,  hunnordeZ 
(twine  acceptance.  Forashe^whobeleeves  upon  the  onely  ftock  of  educa- 
tion  made  no  eMionofhis  faith-,  fohe,who  beleeves  whatis  demon 
ftrably  proved  is  forced  by  the  demonftration  of  his  choice.  Neither  of 
them  did  choofe,  and  both  of  rhem  may  equally /ot-e  the  article 

So  that,  fince  a  fmall  argument  in  a  weak  underftanding  does  the  fame 
work,  that  a  ftrong  argument  in  a  more  fober  and  learned,  that  i^  it  con  ^' 

vinces  and  makes  faith,  and  yet  neither  of  them  is  matter  of  dioice;  if  the 
thing  beleeved  be  good,  and  matter  of  duty  or  necefTity,  the  faith  is  not 
reje^ed  by  GOD  upon  the  weaknelTc  of  the  firf^,nor  accepted  upon  the 
ftiength  of  the  latter  principles ',  when  wc  are  once  in,  it  will  not^ be  en- 
quired by  what  entrance  we  palTed  thither ,  whether  GOD  leads  us  I: 
drmsx^im,  whether  we  come  by  Vifcmfe  ov  by  infphatm,  bytheguid^ 
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Part.  1 1.  ^^  ^"  Angcl  or  the  condu<^  oiMofes ,  whether  we  be  born  or  made  Chr'iftU 
_!__  ans,  icisindifiercnt,  fo  we  be  there,  where  we  fliould  be  *,  for  this  is  but 
the  gate  of  duty,  and  the  entrance  to  felicity.  For  t^kx/irre/^/t/;  is  but 
fin  ail  of  the  underfldndkg ,  which  is  a  naturall  faculty,  fcrving  indeed  as 
aninfirunient  to  godlinelfe,  butcf  it  felfenopartof  iti  and  is  juft  like 
Sreproduchig  its  a<n:  inevitably,  and  burning  as  long  as  it  can,  without 
power  to  interrupt  or  fufpend  its  a<Sion ',  and  therefore  we  cannot  be  more 
pleafing  to  G  O  D  for  underftanding  rightly,  than  the  fire  is  for  burning 
•jecrely  :  which  puts  us  evidently  upon  this  conilderation ,  that  Chriftiaa 
faith,  that  glorious  duty,  which  gives  to  Chriftians  a  great  degree  of  ap- 
proximation to  G  O  D  by  Jesus  CHRIST,  nmft  have  a  great  propor- 
tiou  of  that  ingredient .  which  makes  aftions  good  or  bad,  that  is,  of 
choice  and  eleiJlion. 
4.  For  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian  hath  more  in  it  of  the  wi//,  than  of  the  under  ^ 

fiandhig.  Faith  is  that  great  mark  of  diftindion ,  which  feparates  and  gives 
formality  to  the  Ccvenant  of  the  Gofpcll,  which  is  a  kw  of  faith.  The 
f4ithof  a  Chriftian  is  his  religion^  that  is,  it  is  that  whole  conformity  t» 
^e  inftitutionor  Difciplineof  Jesus  CHRIST,  which  diftinguilhes  him 
from  the  believers  of  falfe  religions.  And  to  he  one  of  the  faithful  I  Hgnmci 
the  fame  with  being  aVifciple^  and  that  containes  obedience  as  well  as 
believing.  For  to  the  fame  fence  are  all  thofe  appellatiues  in  Scripture 
[the  faith  full]  Brethren^  believers^  the  Saints,  D7/c7j)/e/j  all,  reprefenting 
the  duty  of  a  Chriftian,^  Believer  and  a  Saint,  or  a  holy  perfon  is  the  fame 
thing.   [Brethren,]  fignifies  charity,  and  [believers]  faith  in  the  intelle<ft- 
Ball  fenfe,  [the  faithfull  and  Difcipks]  fignifie  both  ;  for  befides  the  con- 
ifent  to  the  proportion  ,  the  firft  of  them  is  alfo  ufcd  for  perfeverance  and 
fan^fiity ,  and  the  greateft  of  charity  mi:Kt  with  a  confident  faith  up  to  the 
height  of  Martyr  dome.  Be  faithfull  unto  the  death  (faid  the  holy  fpirit)  mi 
I  KVill  give  thee  the  Crown  of  life.  Andwhen  the  Apoftles  by  wayof  abbre- 
««lat,  5.^.#.Ty.  viation  exprefle  all  the  body  of  Chriftian  religion,  they  call  it/^if/?  »?or^- 
ing  by  love,  which  alfo  S,Faul\n  a  parallel  place  calls  a  Nerv  Creature,  it  is  a 
I  e,^T.j^  \p,        keeping  of  the  comnandmenis  ofG  0  D  ',  that  is  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian,  into 
whofe  definition  charity,  is  ingredicnt,whofe  knCe  is  the  fame  with  keeping 
of  GODS  commandments  j  fo  that  if  we  define  faith ,  we  muft  firft  diftin- 
guifh  it.  The  faith  of  a  naturall  perfon ,  or  the  faith  of  Devills  is  a  meera 
believing  a  certain  number  of  propofitions ,  upon  conviftion  of  the  under- 
^j .  g^  ftanding.  But  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian,  the  faith  that  juftifies,  and  faves  him, 

hh'nh  working  by  charity,  or  faith  keeping  the  Commandments  of  God.  They 
are  diftin^i  faiths  in  order  to  diferent  ends ,  and  therefore  of  different  con- 
ftitution,and  the  inftruiuent  of  diftindion ,  is  charity  or  obedience. 
And  this  great  truth  is  cleare  in  the  perpetuall  teftimony  of  holy  Serip- 
5*  ture.  For  Abraham  is  called  the  Father  of  the  faith  fill,  and  yet  our  ble^fed 

lo  n  8  5^.         Saviour  told  the  Jewes,that  if  they  had  been  thefons  of  Abraham  they  would 
have  done  the  workes  of  Abraham  ,  and  therefore  good  workes  are  by  the 
Ro.Ta.    Iz  Apoftle  called,  the  footjleps  of  the  faith  of  our  Father  Abraham.  For  faith  in 

'^  '  every  of  its^ages,at  its  firft  beginning,  at  its  increment,  at  its  greateft  per- 
fed-ion  is  a  dury  made  up  of  the  concurrence  of  the  will  and  the  under- 
ftanding ,  when  it  pretends  to  the  Divine  acceptance  >  Faith  and  repen- 
tance begin  the  Chriftiaa  .courfe.  Repent  and  believe  the  Gofpell  was  the 
femjttc  of  the  Apoftles  Scrmous,  and  all  the  way  after,  it  is,  fa'ub  workjni 
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by  love.  Repentance  puts  the  firftrpiric  and  life  into  faith,  and  charity    p^^^  j  j. 

prelcrvei  it,and  gives  if  nomifhnient ,  and  increafe *,  it  felfe  alfo  growing __ 

byamutuall  fupply  of  fpirits  and  nutriment  from  faith.  Whoever  does 
heartily  believe  a  refiirreftionand  life  eternall  upon  certain  condmons,wiIl 
certainly  endeavour  to  acquire  the  promifes  by  the  purchife  of  obedience 
and  oblervation  of  the  conditions.  For  it  is  not  in  the  nature  or  power  of 
nian,diredly  to  defpife  and  rejed  fo  infinite  a  good  :  fo  that  faith  fupplyes 
charity  with  argument  and  maintenance,andcharityfupplies  faith  with  life 
and  motion  :  faith  makes  charity  reafonable',  and  charity  makes  faith 
living  and  effe<^uall.  And  therefore  the  old  Greekes  called  faith  and 
charity,  a  miraculous  chariot  ov yoke  ^  they  beare  the  burthen  of  the  Lord 
with  an  equall  confederation?  Thefe  are  like  Hippocrates  twins,  they  q^^^^^^^, 
live  and  die  together.  Indee^l  faith  is  the  firft  born  of  the  twins ,  but  they  ^>j^^ 
muft  come  both  at  a  birdi,  or  eife  they  dye ,  being  ftrangled  at  the  gates 
ofthewombe.  But  ifcharity,Iikeytfco3,  layeshold  upon  his  elder  bro- t&  aV^Zf  ^'» 
thers  heele,  it  makes  a  timely  and  a  profperous  birth ,  and  gives  certaiue  «i'<^»^^-f*'''j«**c 
title  to  the  eternall  promifes.  For  let  us  give  the  right  of  primogeniture  to  o  gho;  t*  «  tS 
faith,  yttthebleffjTig^  yea  and  the  inheritance  too  ^  will  at  laft  falltocha-  yiu'cdi^y-^yi' 
rity.  Not  that  faith  is  difinherited,  but  that  charity  onely  enters  into  the  tvvxo/LCi'iuyt  ct.}\ 
pofiefTion.    The  nature  of  faith  palTes  into  the  exceliencic  of  (jharity,  ^  ti  aitw-w  wr 
before  they  can  be  rewarded  ,  and  that  both  may  have  their  eAi mate,  duoautm-, 
that  which  juftifies  and  faves  us  keeps  the  name  of  faith  but  doth  not  Jufi.M. 
doc  the  deed  till  ithath  the  nature  o(  charity :  For  to  thinke  well,or  to  have  refp.  ad  orthod. 
a  good  opinion,  or  an  excellent  or  a  fortunate  underftanding  intitles  us  ij^i^^^.G^iV- 
not  totheloveof  GOD,  and  the  confequent  inheritance,  buttochoofe  5;  WnacrSIf  w- 
the  wayes  of  the  fpirit  and  to  relinquifh  the  paths  of  darknefle ,  this  is  ^/]««<  e/^g^Sne^- 
rhe  way  of  the  kingdom,and  the  purpofe  of  the  Gofpell ,  and  the  proper  «,',.«f.  chryfJ.4. 
work  of  faith.  de  facer  d. 

And  if  we  confder  upon  what  ftock  faith  it  felfe  is  inftrumentall  ^. 

and  operative  of  falvation,  we  fhall  find  it  is  it  felfe  acceptable,  becaufe  it 
is  a  duty,and  commanded,aild  therefore  it  is  an  a(ft  of  obedience,  a  work 
of  the  Gofpell,  a  fubmitting  the  underftanding ,  a  denying  the  af- 
fc<^ions,  a  laying  afide  all  intereft,  aixl  a  bringing  our  thoughts  under 
the  obedience  of  Chri  ft.  This  the  Apoftle  c?L\h  the  otedience  of  faith,  and  _  .    ^ 

it  is  of  the  fame  condition  and  conftitution  with  other  graces,  all  which  Ro^'^^-^*' 
equally  relate  to  Chrift,  and  are  as  firme  inflruments  of  union,  and  arc 
wafbed  by  the  blood  of  ChriO  ,  and  are  fan<[tified  by  his  death  ,  and  ap- 
prehend him  in  their  capacity  and  degrees  ,  fome  higher,  and  fome  not  fo 
high:  but /70]>e and  c/;^nfj'  apprehend  Chrift  inameafure  and  proportion 
greater  then  faich  ,  when  it  diftinguiflies  from  them ',  fo  that  if  faith 
does  the  work  of  juftification  ,  as  it  is  a  meere  relation  to  thrift,  then  fo 
^Ifo  dots  hope  and  charity  ;  or  if  thefe  are  duties  and  goodworkes,  foal^o 
is  faith,  and  they  all  being  alike  commanded  in  order  to  the  fame  end, 
and  encouraged  by  the  fame  reward,  are  alfo  accepted  upon  the  fame 
ilocke,which  is,  thuthty  zvcz^soUbedience  ^nd  relation  too,  they  obey 
Chrift,and  lay  hold  upon  Chrifts  nierits,and  are  but  feverall  inftances  of  the 
great  duty  of  a  Chriflian^but  the  a^ljons  0 f fever  all  faculties  c^  the  new  Crea^ 
ture.  But  becaufe  Faith  is  the  beginning  grace  ,  and  hath  influence  and 
caufality  in  the  produftion  of  the  other  ,  therefore  all  the  od^er  as 
*eyafe  uiitcd  in  duty    are  alfo  united  in  d=ieir  tieie  and  appellative.^ 

fihcy 
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p^f.  I  j^      they  are  «// called  by  the  name  of/^/t/;,  becaufe  they  arc  parts  of  faith,  ag 

^ '      faith  is  taken  in  the  larger  fcnfe ,  and  when  it  is  taken  in  the  ftriftefl:  and 

difringuifhing  fenfe ,  they  are  efteds  and  proper  produ<as  by  way  of  na- 
•crall  emanation. 

That  a  good  life  is  the  genuine  and  nue  born  ilfue  of  faith  no  maiiQuefti- 
7*  ens,  that'knowes  himfelfethe  Difciple  of  the  holyjESQSj  but    that 

ebedience  is  the  fame  thing  with  faith  ,  and  that  all  Chriflian  graces  are 
parts  of  its  bulke  and  conftitution  is  alfo  the  do^rine  of  the  holy  Ghoft-, 
and  the  Grammar  of  Scripture,  making  faith  and  obedience  w  be  termes  co- 
incident and  exprefTive  of  each  other,  bor  faith  is  not  a  tingle  ftarre,  but  a 
Rwnil^if.      conftellation,  a  chaine  of  graces,  called  by  S.  Paul^  thepowerofOedunto 
falvation  to  every  6e//Vx'^r,that  is,faith  is  all  that  great  iiiftrumcnt,  by  which 
€0D  intends  to  bring  us  to  heaven  *,  and  he  gives  this  reafon,  In  the  Gof-- 
fell  the  righteoufnejje  ofOO  D  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith^  for  it  is  written 
The  ]ujl  jhall  live  by  faith.  Which  difcotirfe  makes  faith  to  be  a  courfe  of 
fandity  and  holy  habites,  a  continuation  of  a  Clii'iftians  dutie,  fuch  a  duty 
as  not  only  gives  the  firft  breach  ,  but  by  which  a  man  lives  the  life  of  grace. 
M<h      _   The  juftjball  live  by  faith',  thub/uchiihhh  RSgrowes  from  fep  to  Jlep  till  the 
Kk  Sde  annimti-  yp/;o/^  righteoufnejfe  ofG  0  Vbe  fulfilled  in  it.  From  faith  to  faith  (faith  the 
Hum^in  Rdel%'-  ^P^ft^^)  ^^ich  S.  Akftin  expounds ,from  faith  believmg,to  faith  obeying, 
fceai^ntium'^ivai  fromimperfeft  faith,  to  faith  made  perfeft  by  the  animation  of  charity, 
g.Iao,  .^.Augniti  thathew/;o  isjujiifiedmayhejufiifiedjitll  :  for  as  there  are  feverall  degrees 
and  parts  of  juftitication/o  there  are  feverall  degrees  of  faith  anfwerable  to 
it,that  in  all  fenfes  it  may  be  true,  that  by  faith  we  are  juftifi-ed,andby  fa\th 
we  liv€,Sind  by  faith  we  are  faved  *,  for  if  we  proceed  from  faith  tsfaith^frdm 
believing  to  obeying  ,  from  faith  in  the  underftanding  to  faith  in  the  wil^ 
from  faith  barely  allenting  to  the  revelations  of  G  O  D,  to  faith  obeying 
the  commandments  of  GOD,  from  the  body  of  faith  to  the  foul  of  faith,that 
is,  to  faith  formed  and  made  alive  by  charity,  then  we  fhall  proceed  from 
juftification,  to  juftification    that  is ,  from  remiffion  of  fins  to  become  the 
Sons  of  GOD,  and  at  laft  to  an  a^uall  poffeOion  of  thofc  glories,  to  which 
2  we  were  here  configned  by  the  fi'uits  of  the  holy  Ghoft. 

And  in  this  fenfe  the  holy  JESUS  is  called  by  the  Apoftle  ,  The  Au^ 
Metr.u.  a,  ,      thour  and  finij'her  efettr  Faith,  he  is  the  principle ,  and  he  is  the  promoter, 
he  begins  our  faith  in  revelations,  and  pcrfeas  it  in  Commandments  y  he 
leads  us  by  the  afient  of  our  underftanding  ,  and  finiflies  the  work  of  his 
grace  by  a  holy  life  :  which  St.  Paul  there  exprefies  by  its  feverall  conftitu- 
cnt  parts,as  laying  afide  every  weight',  znd^theftn  thatfo  eafily  befets  us',and  r««- 
iWd.v.1.       ning  with  patience  the  race,  thatisfet  before  us',  refifting  unto  blood  :  jf  riving 
<i^diw^ /i"«,for  in  thefe  things  JeSUS  is  therefore  made  our  example ,  be- 
caufe he  is  the  author  andfiniJJ)er  of  our  faith ',  without  thefe,faith  is  imper- 
fed:.  But  the  thing  is  fomerhing  plainer  yet,  for  S.  _7^r7ie/  fay  es  that  faith 
lives  not,but  by  charity  ',  and  the  life  or  eifence  of  a  thing  is  certainly  the 
UnH  2  21  22.  better  part  of  its  CGnftitution,as  the  foule  is  to  a  man.  And  if  we  mark  the 
"*  manner  of  his  probation  it  will  come  home  to  the  maine  point.    Forlif 
'proves  that  Abrahams  faith  was  therefore  ituputed  to  him  for  righteoufneffe^ 
'becaufe  he  was  jufiified  by  works  y  Was  not  Abraham  our  Father  jujiffied  by 
'workes,  when  he  offered  up  hisfon^  And  the  Saipture  was  fulfilled  faying 
'Abraham  believed  QOD^  and  it  was  itnputed  to  him  for  righteoufnejfe,  for 
vw  fe  2  J .  "- faith  wrmghtwitb  his  workes^  and  wade  his  faith  psrfsll  j  It  was  a  dead  and 
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an  iniperfcd:  faith ,  iinlclTe  obedience  gave  it  being,  and  all  its  inregrall      p~T7i 
or efTenciall  parrs-,  fothatfaith  and  charity  in  the  fenfe  of  a  Chridian  gre 
but  one  duty,as  the  underftanding  and  the  will  are  but  one  reafonable  fonle, 
onely  they  produce  feverall  a<^ions  inordcr  to  one  another ,  which  are  but 
divers  operations  and  the  faitiefpirit. 

Thus  S.Paul  defcribiiig  the  faith  of  the  Theffalonians  calls  it  that,  Yt^here^  ,  jy^  |fa|.  j. 
by  they  turned  from  Idols ,  and  whereby  they  ferved  the  living  GOD  ^  and  the  g  c'l^o 
faith  of  the  Patriarckcs  believed  the  worlds  Creation^  received  the  promifes^  did  ji'^^  1 1 .  per 
rmracles,moughtrighteoufne]fe^md  did  and  fuftered  fo  many  things,  as  make  totum 
up  the  integrity  of  a  holy  life.  And  therefore  difobedtence  and  unrighteoufnejfe  is  2  Thek?.2. 
calltd  want  of  faith  ^  and  herefy  which  is  oppofed  to  faithis^  w^or^C^/ t/;^  Galat  ^20/ 
/^/;,  becaufe  faith  it  felfeis  a  work  of  righreoufneffe ',  and  that  I  may  e-  Colof  r<5.* 
numerate  no  more  particulars,  the  thing   is  f©  known,  that  the  word  j  Tin\is 
d-reibti^,  which  in  propiety  of'language  fignifics  mifperfuafion  or  infidelity  yjde    et'iam 
isrendred  difobedience  ',  and  tht  not  providing  for  our  families  is  an  aft  of  i  j\^  j  5  ,e. 

z«jT^e/7(y,  by  the  fame  reafon  and  analogy  , that  obedience  or  charity  and  a 

holy  life  are  the  duties  ofaChriftian,  of  ajuftifying  faith  j  and  although  in 

the  natural  1  or  philofophicall  fenfe,  faith  and  charity  arediftinft  habites, 

yet  in  the  fenfe  of  aChriftianand  the  fignilication  of  duty  they  are  the 

fame  j  for  we  cannot  believe  aright,  as  believing  is  in  the  Commandment, 

unleffe  we  live  aright,  for  our  faith  is  put  upon  the  account  jufi:  as  it  is 

made  precious  by  charity  •,  according  to  that  rare  faying  of  S.  Bartholomew^  '*  tiyim  S«d^»-, 

recorded  by  the  fuppofed  5.  Denis,  Charity  is  the  greatejl  and  the  leafttheo^  yi^  7om>,,  k> 

logy,  all  our  faith,  that  is,  all  our  religion  is  compleated  in  the  duties  of  uni-  i\^x'^r^  <^^P'  r- 

verfall  charity,  As  our  charity  or  our  manner  of  living  is,  fo  is  our  faidi.  If  de  myft.Theolci, 

our  life  be  unholy,  it  maybe  the  faith  of  Devills,  but  not  the  faith  of 

Chriftians.  For  diis  is  the  difference.  ^    j^^ 

The  faith  of  the  Devills  hath  more  of  the  underftanding  in  it ,  the  faith 
of  Chriftians  more  of  the  will:  The  Devills  intheirfaith  have  better  dif- 
courfe,  the  Chriftians  better  afteftions:  They  in  their  faith  h^ve  better 
aigdments,we  more  charity  :  So  that  charity  or  a  good  life  is  fo  neceflary 
an  ingredient  into  the  definition  of  a  Chriftians  faith,  that  we  have  nothing 
^Ife  to  diftinguifti  it  from  the  faith  of  Devills :  and  we  need  no  triall  of  Aoocal  ia\t 
Qur  faith  ,but  the  examination  of  our  lives.  If  you  keep  the  Commandments  of  '  ^' 

GOD,  then  have  you  the  faith  of  JESVS   (they  are  immediate  in  S.  hhns     ^u  iri 
cxpreflion}  but  if  you  be  importune  and  ungodly,  you  are  in  S.Pauls  l\ii  a-  ^  ^^^W^^-B-^- 
mongft  them,  that  have  no  faith.  Every  vice,  that  rules  amongft  us,  and 
fullies  the  fane  beauty  of  our  foules,  isaconviftionof  infidelity.  II. 

Bcr  itwas  the  (ditho^  Mo fes,  that  made  him  defpife  the  riches  of  Egypt? 
the  faith  of  70//;  Wj,  that  made  him  valiant',  the  faith  of  7(?/fpy^,that  made 
hmichaft  :  Abrahams  faith  made  him  obedient  :  S.  Mary  Magdalens  hkh 
made  her  penitent',  and  the  faith  of  5.FW  made  him  travellfofarre,  and 
fuJter  fo  much,  till  he  became  a  prodigy  both  of  zeale  and  patience.  Faith 
isaCatholicon  and  cures  all  the  diftemperatures  of  t^^e(ouk,h  overcomes 
theworld,CfmhS,Iohn)  it  workes  righteoufnefe  (faith  S.Paul)  it  purifies  Ads i$.f. 
tJje  heart  (faith  S.  Peter)  it  workes  miracles  (faith  our  blefTed  Saviour) 
miracles  in  grace  alwayes,^s  it  did  miracles  in  nature  at  itsfirft  publication  i 
and  whatfoever  is  good,  if  it  be  a  grace,  itisanaft  of  faith,  if  it  be  a 
reward,:  t  is  the  fruit  of  faith  y  fo  that  as  all  the  anions  of  man  are  but  the 
produdions  of  the  fouk:  fo  arc  all  >he  adiom  of  the  aew  man  the  effefts  of 

faitk. 
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faith.  For  faith  is  the  life  of  Chriftianity^nd  a  good  life  Is  the  life  of  faith. 
Upon  the  grounds  of  this  difcourfe  we  hiay  iinderftand  the  fenfe  of  that 
Qncftion  of  our.blelTed  Saviour.     When  the  Sonne  of  rmncomes  ffjallhe 
lulJi's.  8.    ^^'^^  f'^'^^  ^^  ^^-'^  ^'^^'^^  ?  Truely  juft  fo  much  as  hefindes  charity  ,  and  holy 
living ,  and  no  more.     For  then  onely ,  we  can  be  confident  that  fiith  is 
mt  failed  from  among  the  children  of  men  ^  when  we  feel  the  hearts  of  the 
prirhitive  charity  return ,  and  the  calentures  of  the  firft  old  devotion  arc  . 
renewed ,  when  it  fhall  be-  accounted   honourable  to  be  a  fervant  of 
CHRIST,  and  a  fhame  to  committ  a  finne ',  then ,  and  then  onely, 
our  churches  fhall  be  afiemblies  of  the  fairhfull,  and  the  kingdomes  of 
the  world  Chriftian  Countryes.     But  fo  long  as  it  is  notorious,  tharwc 
have  made  Chriftran  religion  another  thing  then  what  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S 
del^gned  it  to  be ',  when  it  does  not  make  us  live  good  lives ,  but  it  felf 
is  made  a  pretence  to  all  manner  of  impiety,  a  ftratagem  to  ferve  ends, 
the  ends  of  covetoufnefie ,  of  ambition  and  revenge  j  when  the  Chriftiaa 
charity  ends  in  killing  one  another  for  confciencefake,  fo  that  faith  is 
made  to  cut  the  throat  of  charity ,  and  our  faith  kills  more  then  our  cha-' 
rity  preferves  j  when  the  humility  of  a  Chriftian  hath  indeed  a  name 
'    amongft  us ,  but  it  is  like  a  mute  perfon  talk'd  of  onely  j  while  ambition 
and  rebellion ,  pride  and  fcorne ,  felf-feeking ,  aiad  proud  underftandings 
ffanfa<3:  moft  of  the  great  affairs  of  Chriftendome  ?  when  the  cuftody  of 
©ur  fenfes  is  to  no  other  purpofes ,  but  that  no  opportunity  of  pleafing 
them  paffe  away  ;  when  our  Oaths  are  like  the  fringes  of  our  difcourfes, 
going  round  about  them,  as  if  they  were  ornaments  and  trimmings  ■■,  when 
our  blafphemies,prophanation,  facriledge  and  irreligion  are  become  fcan- 
dalous  to  the  very  Turkes  and  Jewes  ?  while  our  lufts  are  alwayes  habitual], 
fometimes  unnaturall ',  will  any  wife  man  thinke  that  we  believe  thofe 
do<Srines  of  humility  and  obedience ,  of  chaftity  and  charity,  of  temper- 
ance and  juftice,  which  the  Saviour  of  the  world  made  facred  by  his  fer- 
„     „      mon and  example  j  or  indeed  any  thing  he  either  faid  or  did,  promifed 
•o«777rt.rT*f     orthrearned?  For  is  itpoffible,  a  man  with  his  wits  about  him  and  be- 
tfri,\Mt  zK  Ts    ^    lieving  that  he  fhould  certainly  be  danmed  (  that  is,  be  erernally  tormented 
yr?'^  yi*  ix.7\r.'  jj^  }^Q^Y  jjj-ij  foul,  with  torments  greater  then  can  be  in  this  world  )  if  he 
€^771-  k)LKi\i^;i^  be  a  fwearer  cr  lyar  or  drunkard ,  crcheates  his  neighbour,  that  this  man 
-TOP  MTsWy  y.n-  f^iould  dare  to  do  thefe  things  j  to  which  the  temptations  are  fo  fmail, 
V  S.  Chrjf.     JQ  which  the  delight  is  fo  inconfiderable ,  and  the  fatisfaftion  fo  none 
«J  Demetr,        at  all  ?  - 

^  3  We  fee  by  the  experience  of  the  whole  world ,  that  the  beliefe  of  an 

honeft  man  in  a  matter  of  temporall  advantage  makes  us  do  aftions  of  fuch 
danger  and  difficulty ,  that  half  fo  much  induftry  and  fufferance  would 
afcertain  us  into  a  poffelTion  of  all  the  promifes  Evangelical].  Now  let 
any  man  be  afked,  whedicr  he  had  rather  be  rich  ^  or  be  faved^  he 
will  tell  you  without  all  doubt,  heaven  is  the  better  option,  by  infinite 
degrees:  for  it  cannot  be,  that  riches,  or  revenge  orlufi  lliouldbedi- 
red-ly  preferred,  tliat  is,  be  thought  more  eligible  then  the  glories  of 
inimorrality.  That  therefore  men  negleft  fo  great  falvation,  and  fo 
greedily  run  after  the  fatisfacft ion  of  their  bafer  appetites,  can  be  attri- 
buted to  nothing ,  but  want  of  faith,  they  do  not  heartily  believe^  that 
heaven  is  worth  fo  nmch ;  there  is  upon  themaftupidity  of  fpiric  ,  and 
iheir  faith  is  dull,  and  itsadioni  fufptndcd  moft  commonly ,  and  often 

interrupted 
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intcrriipred,  and  it  ntvtr  enters  into  the  will  :  fo  that  the  propoliti-  p  ,,  * 
ons  are  confidered  rakedly  and  precifely  in  themfelves,  but  notasre-  ____, 
ferringtousorour  interefis,  there  is  nothing  of  faith  in  it,  but  fomiich 
as  is  thefirft  anddired:aftof  underftanding,  there  is  no  confideration, 
nor  rcfledion  upon  the  ad:  or  upon  the  perfon ,  or  upon  the  fubjeft : 
fo  that  even  as  it  is  fcated  in  the  underftanding ,  our  faith  is  com- 
monly lame,  mutilous  and  imperfect,  and  therefore  much  more  is 
it  culpable,  becaufe  it  is  deftitute  of  all  cooperation  of  the  ratio- 
nal! appetite. 

But  let  us  confider  the  power  and  efficacy  of  worldly   beliefe.    If         ^^' 
a  man  believes,  that  there  is  gold  to  be  had  in  Peru  for  fetching, 
or  pearles  and  rich  Jewels  in  ludia  for   the  exchange  of  trifles ,  he 
inftantly,  if  he  be  in  capacity  leaves  the   wife  of  his   bofom,  and 
the  pretty  delights  of  children,  aud  his  own  'fecurity,  and   ventures 
into  the  dangers  of  waters,  and  unknown   fcas,  and  freezings   and 
alentures,  thirfl:  and  hunger,  pirates  and  fliipwracks,  and  hath  within 
him  a  principle  ftrong  enough  toanfwer  all  objections,  becaufe  he  be- 
lieves that  riches  are  dtflrable,  and  by  fuch  meanes  likely  to  be  had. 
Our  blelTed  Saviour  comparing  the  Gofpell  to  a  Merchant  man,  that 
found  a  ptarle  of  great  price ,  and  fold  all  to  buy  it ,    hath  brought 
this  inftancie  home  to  the  prefent  difcourfe.    For  if  we  did  as  verily 
believe,  that  in  heaven  thofe  great  felicities,  which  tranfcend  all  our 
apprehenfions  are  certainly  to  be  obtained  by  leaving  our  vices,  and 
lower  defires,  what  can  hinder  us,  but  we  fliould  at   leaft   doc  as 
much  for  obtaining  thofe  great  felicities,  as  for  the  lelTer,  if  the  be- 
liefe were  equall*,  for  if  any  man  thinkes  he  may  have  them  without    ' 
holinelTe  and  juftice  and  charity, then  he  wants  faith,  for  he  believes 
not  that  faying  of  S.Paul-y  follow  peace  with  all  men  and  holmejfe  ^  with- 
out  which  no  man  jltall  ever  fee  GO  D.  If  a  man  believes  learning  to  be  Hebivi2,:4. 
the  onely  or  chiefeft  Ornament  and  beauty  of  foules,  that  which  will 
ennoble  him  to  a  faire  imployment  in  his  owne  time,  and   an  ho- 
nourable memory  to  fucceeding  ages,  this  if  he   believes  heartily ,  it 
hath  power  to  make  him  endure  Catarrhes ,  goutes ,   hypochondriacall 
pafTions,  to  read  till  his  eyes  almoft  fixe  in  their  orbes,  to  defpife 
the  pleafuresof  idlenefie,  or  tedious  fports,  and  to  undervalue  what- 
foever  does  not  cooperate  to  the  end  of  his  faith,  the  defire  of  lear- 
ning. Why  is  the  Italian  fo  abftemious  in  his  drinking? ,  or  the  Hel« 
vetian  fo  valiant  in  his  fight,  or  fo  true  to   the  Prince  that  imployes 
him,  but  that  tbey  believe   it  to  be  noble  fo  to  be  ?  If  they  believed 
the  fame ,  and  had  the  fame   honourable   thoughts  of  other  vertues, 
they   alfo  would    be   as  naticnall  as  thefe.    For   faith   will  doe    its 
proper  worke  :  and  when  the  underftanding  is  peremptorily  and  fully 
determind   upon   the   perfvalion  of  a  propofition ,  if  the  will  fhould        * 
then  dilTent  and  choofe   the    contrary,  it  were  unnaturall  and  mon» 
ftrous,  and  pofTibly  no  man  ever  does  fo',   for  that  men   doe  things 
without  reafon   and  againft  their  confcience,  is  becaufe  they  have  put 
out  their  light,  and  difcourfe  their  wills  into   the  eledion  of  a  fen- 
fible  good,  and  want  faith  to  believe  truely  all  circumftances ,  which 
are  necelTary  by  way  ofpredifpofition  for  choice  of  the  intelle<fluall. 

But  when  mens  faith  is  confidenr^^-heir  rcrolucion  ^nd  anions  are  in  pro-         ^  - 
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p  -f  TT        portion  V  for  thus  the  faith  of  Mahiimetans  makes   them  to  abilaine 
from  wine  for  ever :  and  therefore  if  we  had  the  Chriftian  faith,  we  fhould 


much  rather  abftaine  from  drunkenneife  for  ever*,  It  being  an  cxprefle  rule 
_  ,  ^  ^  ^  Apoftolicall,  Be  not  drunks  rv>hh  wine  ,  vpherein  jsexcejfe.  The  faith  of  the 
£pl§ej. $,ic,  4  circumceilians  made  them  to  run  greedily  to  violent  and  horrid  deaths  as 
willingly ,  as  to  a  crowne  :  for  they  thought  it  was  the  Kings  high  way  to 
Martyrdome.  And  there  was  never  any  man  zealous  for  his  reJigion,and  of 
an  imperious  bold  faith,  but  he  was  alfo  willing  to  dye  for  it  i  and  there- 
fore alfo  by  as  much  reafon  to  live  in  it  y  and  to  be  a  ftrid:  obferver  of  its 
prefcriptions.  And  the  ftories  of  the  ftrid  fanftity ,  and  prodigious  fufter- 
ings  and  fevere  difcipUnes,and  expenfive  religion,  and  complyant  and  la- 
borious charity  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,is  abundant  argument  to  con- 
vince us,  that  the  faith  cf  Chriftians  is  infinitely  more  fruitfull,  and  pro- 
duftive  of  its  vnivocall  and  proper  iflues,  the*  the  faith  of  hereticks,  or  the 
falfe  religions  of  misbelievers,or  the  perfuafions  of  fecular  perfons,  or  the 
fpirit  of  Anxichrift  •,  and  therefore  v/hen  we  fee  men  fcrving  their  Prince 
with  fuch  ditlkult  and  ambitious  fervices  j  becaufe  they  believe  him  able 
to  reward  them ,  though  of  his  will  they  arc  not  fo  certain  *,  and  yet  fo 
fnpinely  negligent ,  and  incurious  of  their  fervices  to  G  O  D,  of  whofe 
power  and  will  to  reward  us  infinitely,  there  is  certainty  abfolute  and  ir- 
rcfpecSive,  is  certain  probation,,  that  we  believe  it  not  •,  for  if  we  believe 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  heaven,  and  that  every  fingle  mans  portion  of  hea^ 
vcn  is  farre  better  then  all  the  wealth  of  the  world,  it  is  morally  impofTible 
we  fhould  preferre  fo  little  before  fo  great  a  profit. 

I  inffance  but  once  more.  The   feith  of  Abraham  was  inftanced  in 
"t^*         the  m.atter  of  confidence ,  or  truft  in  the  Divine  promifes  :  and ,  he 
being  the  father  of  the  faithfull ,.  we  muft  imitate  his  fai.h  by  a  clcerc 
derelidion  of  our  feives,  and  our  own  interefts  ,  and  an  intire  confi- 
dent relying  upon  the  divine  gocdncfie  in  all  cafes  of  our  needes  or 
danger.  Now,  this  alfo  is  a  triall  of  the  verity  cf  our  faith ,  the  ex- 
cellency of  our  condition  ,  and  what  title  we  have    to   the  glorious 
names  of  Chriflkn  and  faithfull  and  believers.  If  owr  Fathers ,  when  we 
v/ere  in  pupillage  and  minority,  or  a   true  and  an  able  friend,  when 
«iare 'cegnofces  non  we  Were  in  need,  had  made  promifes  to   fupply  our  ncceffities  ,  our 
uTr^uInon  »^.^°  coufidence  was  i^o  great,  that  oui'  care  determined.  It  were  alfo  well, 
ftmpfacrtdcrcprof.  that  We  Were  as  confident  of  GOD,  and  as  fecure  of  the  event,whe« 
SwmmorM'iicom- we  had  difpofed  our  feives  to  reception  of  the  blefling  ,  as  we  were 
AbVK'i™r'i   of  our  friend' or  parents.  We  all  profefTe,  that  GOD    is  Almighty,- 
oT.niba»."...un;a.  th?t  all  his  promifes  are  certain,  and  yet  when  it  comes  ro  a  pinch  we 
ft'o'S^s'^Vnimf  eft  fipd  fhat  man  to  be  more  conti^.ent,  that  hath  ten  thoufand  pounds  in 
rha4i^''»'"'tamr  H^P"*^^'  ^^^"  ^^  ^^^^  reades  GODS  promifes  over  ten  thoufand  tinies. 
tarum  qua»  v^idemul  ^(?/2  of  a  commofi  fpirit^  (faith  St.  Chr^foftoine)  of  an  ordinary  farShy  ^  vpjll 
]"A7yls!'"i£'^^i,notfieale^  or  kjll^  or  lye  ^  or  covvnit  adultery  ,  but  it  requires  a  rare  faith ^ 
57™ '^''"  *^"1-     ^^  ^  fublimity  of  pious,  afe^ions  to  believe ,  that  GOD  mil  vcorke  a  de^ 
en^ii^'Trnt^  ijyerance^  which  to  me  feemes  impoffible.  And  \\\dtc&  S.Chryfofiome  hit  up- 
t^ibtS  Tv^m-  onti^e  ijghc.    He  had  need   be  a  good  man  and  love  GOD  well,  that 
cfMOffMf/^,  TB7f    pufs  hjs  fiiift  jn  i^jf^^    Pqj.  thofe  wc  love  we  are  moft  apt  to  truft  i 
piKitTi  (^i  viTTii-  jf-  ai-i(j  although  truft  and  confidence  is   fometimes  founded  upon  ex- 
^**'.  ^fchyl.  perience,  yet  it  is  alfo  begotten  and  increafed  by  love.,  as  often  as  by. 
Wrometh,        reafon  and  difcouife.  And  to  this  purpofe  it  was  cxcclleHtly  faid  by 
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'  S.Baftl :  That  the  knowledge  which  one  man  learneth  of  another  is  made  perfect      p^    tj    * 

*■  by  continuallufe,  and  exercife^  but  that^  vphuh  through  the  grace  sfGOD  is  en-  1_ 

^ grafedin  the mindof  mantis tmde ahf'ilute  by  jujiice <,  gentlene(fe  and  charity* 
So  that  if  you  arc  willing  even  in  death  to  confelTenot  onely  the  articles, 
but  in  afflidion  and  death  to  truft  the  promifes ',  If  in  the  loweftnaked- 
neUe  of  poverty  you  can  cherifh  your  felves  with  eypedation  of  God?  pro- 
mifes and  dirpenratioTi,being  as  confidentof  food  and  raynient,  and  de- 
liverance or  fupport,  when  all  is  in  Gods  hand  ,  as  you  are ,  when  it  is  in 
ymr  own;  If  you  can  be  cheerful!  in  a  ftorme,fmile  when  the  world  frownes*, 
be  content  in  the  midft  of  fpirituall  defertions  \  and  anguifh  of  fpirit,  cx- 
pefting  all  fhould  worke  together  for  the  beft  according  to  the  proniife ; 
If  you  can  ftrengthen  your  felves  in  GOD,  when  you  are  weakeft ,  believe 
when  ye  fee  no  hope ,  and  entertain  no  jealoufies  or  fufpicions  of  GOD, 
though  you  fee  nothing  to  riiake  you  confident ',  then,  and  then  onely, 
you  have  faith,  which  in  coniun<Sion  with  its  other  parts  is  able  to  fave 
your  foules.  For  in  this  precife  duty  of  trufting  GOD  thcfc  are  riie  raycs  of 
wopc,and  great  porportions  of  charity  and  refignation. 

The  fumme  is,that  pious  and  moft  Chriftian  fentencc  of  the  Author  of  c,edtre  ?  ^otum  eft 
the  ordinary  GloHc  :  To  believe  in  0  0  D  through  JESVS  CHRIST  is  by  cr'cdendojmarcT.e- 
believing  to  love  him,to  adhere  t«  him,  to  be  vnited  to  him  by  charity  and  obedience^  dSfn^uilfSt  n'tS- 
and  to  be  incorporated  into  Chrifls  myflicall  body  in  the  coimmnion  of  Saints.  I  bnst)dsincorpour>, 
conclude  this  with  collation  of  certain  excellent  words  of  S.F<j«/,  highly  to  ®*<>'''-o'**'*"  ^°'"*^' 
the  prefent  purpofe.  Examine  your  felves^Brethren^  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith  ? 
Prove  your  own  felves  :  Well?  but  how?  Know  you  not  your  own  felves  how 
that  J  E  SV  S  CHRIST  is  inyou  except  ye  be  reprobates  >  There's  the  2  Cor  1 3  5. 
touchftone  of  faith.  If  JtSUS  CHRIST  dwells  in  us ,  then  we  are  true  *        ' 

believers  j  If  he  does  not,we  are  reprobates,  we  have  no  faith  :  But  how 
fhall  we  know  whether  Chrift  be  in  us  or  no  ?  S.Ffl«/ tells  us  that  too.  jfRow,6.io, 
Chrift  be  inyou,  the  body  is  dead  by  reafon  of  fin ,  butthe  fpirit  is  life  becmtfe  of 
righteoufnejfe.  That's  the  Chriftians  marKe^and  die  Charad:eriAick  of  a  true 
beiie/er  j  a  death  unto  fin^anda  living  unto  righteoufnejfe^a  mortified  body  and  A 
quickped fpirit.  This  is  plaine  enough,and  by  this  we  fee,what  we  niuft  truft 
to.  A  man  of  a  wicked  life  does  in  vain  hope  to  be  faved  by  his  faith,for  in- 
deed his  faith  is  but  equivocall  and  dead,which  as  to  his  purpofe  is  juft  none 
at  all',  and  therefore  let  him  no  more  deceive  himfelf.  For  (that  I  may  ftill 
life  the  words  of  S.Paul)This  is  a  faithfiil  faying^and  thefe  things  I  wil  that  thou 
a^rme  cnnfiandy^that  thej  which  haye  believed  in  GOV  tnight  be  carefullto  main- 
wirt^Wwor^/. For  fuch,andfuch  onely  in  the  great  fcrutiny  for  faith  in  the  '^^^^^  3'^« 
day  of  doom,fliall  have  their  portion  in  the  bofom  of  faith  full  Abraham, 

THE   PRAYER. 

I. 

OEternall  GOD.,  fountain  of  all  truth  and  holineffe^  in  whom  to  believe  is 
hfe  eternally  let  tlyygjace  defend  with  a  mighty  power  into  my  foule^ 
beating  down  every  jhonghold^and  vainer  imagination.,  and  bringing  every  proud 
theught^and  my  confident  and  ignorant  under fianding  into  the  obedience  ofjESL^S. 
Take  from  me  all  difobedienct  and  refra^orineffe  offpirit^  all  ambition  and  private 
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" — -~ — ■  andbafeYmereiiSy  remove  from  me  all  prejudice  atidweakpeffe  efperfvafierii 
^^^^^'  that  limy  wholly  reftgn  my  underftanding  to  the  perfvafions  of  Chriftianhy  •,  ac- 
knovpkdgjng  thee  to  be  the  pinciple  of  truth ,  and  thy  word  the  meafure  of 
knowledge^  and  thy  lawes  the  rule  of  my  life^  and  thy promifes,  the  fatisfaSion 
of  my  hopes ,  and  an  vnion  with  thee  tti  be  the  confmmitiQn  of  charity  in  the 
fruition  of  glory.   Amen. 


Holy  JESV  Smake  me  to  acknowledge  thee  t^  bemy  LO  RD  and  Majfer^ 

mdmyfelfe  afervantand  Vifciple  of  thy  holy  Difciplme  and  inftitutron ;  let  me 
love  to  fit  at  thy  feet ,  andfuck^in  with  my  eares  and  heart  the  fweetneffe  of  thy 
holy  Sermons.  Letwy  foule  be  fhod  with  the  preparation  of  the  Oofpell  of  peace  ^ 
with  a  peaceable  and  docile  difpofition.  Give  me  great  boldneffe  in  the  pubhke  con-- 
feffion  of  thy  name  and  the  truth  of  thy  Oojpell^n  defpite  of  all  hofiilities  and  temp-, 
tations ;  and  grant  1  may  alwayes  remember  that  thy  Name  is  called  upon  me,  and 
Imayfo  behave  my  felfe^that  I  neither  givefcandall  to  others ,  nor  caufe  difreputa- 
Htion  to  the  honour  ojreligion^  but  that  thou  mayeft  be  glorified  in  mcj  and  J  by  thy 
mercies  after  ajfri^  obfervance  of  all  the  holy  Uwes  ofChrifiianJty.AmGn, 


0  holy  and  ever  blejfedfpiritjet  thy  gracious  influences  be  the  perpetual! guide 
$f  my  rntionall faculties.  Infpireme  with  wifdome  and  knowkdge.yfpiriiuallun' 
^erjianding  and  a  holy  faith,  andfanlHfymy  faith.,  that  it  may  arife  up  to  the 
confidence  of  hope.,  and  the  adherencies  of  charity,  and  be  fruitfuH  m  a  holy  con- 
Merfation  j  mortifie  in  me  allpeevijkneffe  and  pride  of  Q)irit ,  all  hereticalldif- 
pdfitions,  and  whatfoever  is  contrary  to  found  dollrine  j  that  when  the  eternall 
Son  ofOOD.;&it  Author  and  finiflier  of  our  fdhhfhall  come  to  makefcrutiny  and 
aninqueftfor  faith .^l may  receive  the  promifes  laid  up  for  them.,  that  believe  in  the 
LORD  JESVS,  and  waite  for  his  comming  in  ho  line ffe  and  purity ',  towhem 
with  the  Father  and  thee,  0  Blejfed  Spirit,  be  all  honour  and  eternall  ad^ratim 
pay  td  with  allfan^ity  andjcy  and  Euchariji  now  and  for  ever.  Amen. 


Stff.iJ< 


Se(3:.  !!• 
Of  C  H  R  I  s  T  s  goins;  to  Jerufalem 

to  the  Pafleover  the  firft  time  after  his 

manifeftation^  and  what  followed  till 

the  expiration  of  the  office  of  John 

the  Baptift. 

Mmcdiarcly  after  this  miracle  ]ESUS  abodea  fewdayesia 
Capernaum,  but  becaufe  of  the  approach  of  the  great  feaft 
'  of  PalTcover  he  afcendcd  to  Jerufalem,  and  the  firft  publJke  aft 
of  rccord,that  he  did  ,  was  an  a^  of  holy  T^eale  and  religion  in 
belialfe  of  the  honour  of  the  temple.  For  divers  Merchants  and 
exchangers  of  money  made  the  temple  to  be  the  market  and 
the  banke,aHd  brought  beafts  thither,  to  be  fold  for  facrifice  againft  the  great 
Pafchall  folenmity.  At  the  fight  of  which  jESUS,  being  moved  with  zealc 
and  indignation  ,  made  a  whip  of  cords ,  and  drave  the  beafts  out  of  the 
Temple,overthrew  the  accounting  tables,  and  commanded  them  that  fold 
the  Doves  to  take  rhem  from  thence.  For  his  anger  was  holy,  and  he  would 
mingle  no  injury  with  it,  and  therefore  the  r>ovcs,which  if  let  loofe  would 
be  detrimentall  to  the  owners,he  caufed  to  be  fairly  removed,  and  publifh- 
ed  the  religion  of  holy  places,  eftablifhing  their  facrednelTe  forever  by  his 
firft  Gofpcll  Sermon,  that  he  made  at  jerufalem.  Take  ihefe  things  hence^ 
make  not  my  Fathers  houfe  ahoufe  of  merchandij\  for  it  ft} all  be  called  a  houff' 
cf  prayer  to  all  nations.  And  being  resjuired  to  give  a  figne  of  his  vocation,for 
this  being  an  aftion  like  the  religion  of  the  zealots  among  the  Jewes,  if 
it  was  not  attefted  by  fomething  extraordinary  might  beabufed  into  an  ex- 
cefTe  of  liberty,  he  only  foretold  the  refurrec^ion  of  his  body  after  three 
daycs  death,  but  he  exprelfed  it  in  the  metaphor  of  the  Ten]pIe.De/?ro^  this- 
Temple  and  I  will  build  it  agame  in  three  dayes^  he  fpake  of  the  temple  of  his 
body^  and  they  underftoodhim  of  the  temple  at  Jerufalem^  and  it  was  ne- 
ver rightly  conOrued,till  it  was  accompliflied. 

At  this  publike  convention  of  the  Jewifli  nation  ]  E  S  U  5  did  many 
Hiiracles,  publiflied  himfelfcto  be  tlie  MefFias,  and  perfuaded  manydif- 
ciplcs,  amongft  whom  was  A/co^fWkj-  a  Dodor  of  the  Law,  and  a  ruler  of 
the  nationjhe  came  by  night  to  jESUS  and  affirmed  himfelf  to  be  convinc-  • 
cdby  the  miracles,  which  he  had  feen,  for  no  man  could  doe  thofe  miracles 
except  GOD  be  with  him,  ^Vhen  jESUS  perceived  his  underftand- 
ing  to  be  fofarr  difpofed ,  he  began  to  inftrw<ft  him  in  the  great  fecres  - 
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P2J.J.  J  i^      3nd  myfterloufnelTe  of  regeneration  ,  telling  him  that  every  prcc;;'<^ion 

,-. !_  '  is  of  the  fame  nature  and  condition  with  its  parent  ?  from  tiefh  cc:iies 

'  flelh  and  corruption,  from  the  fpirit  conies  fpirii:  and  life  and  immcrtaJi- 
'  ty.  And  nothing  from  ;i  principle  of  nature  could  arrive  to  a  fupernamrall 
'  end,  and  therefore  the  only  doore  to  enter  into  the  Kingdome  of  G  O  D 
'was  water  by  the  mandadion  of  the  fpirir,and  by  this  regeneration  we  are 

*  put  into  a  new  capacity,^of  living  fpirituail  life  in  order  to  a  fpirituall  and 
fupernaturall  end. 

^  This  was  firange  philofophyto  Nicodemus',  but  JESUS  bad  him  not 

'to  wonder,  for  this  is  not  a  work  of  humanity  but  a  fruit  of  Gods  fpirit, 
'  and  an  ilTue  of  predeftination.  For  the  fpirit  bloiapethy  where  it  Ijfteth  ,  and  is 
'  as  the  wind,  certain  and  notorious  in  the  eflefts,  but  fecret  in  the  principle 
'and  in  the  manner  of  produ(S:ion,and  therefore  this  doiftrine  was  not  to  be 
'  eftimated  by  any  proportions  to  naturall  principles  or  expreiments  cffcnf^y 
'  but  to  the  fecrets  of  a  new  Metaphylicks,and  abftrafted,  feparate  fpecula- 
'tions.  Then  Chrift  proceeded  in  his  Sermon ,  telling  him  there  are  yet 
'higher  things  for  him  to  apprehend  and  believe',  for  this  in  refpe<ftof 
'  fome  other  myfterioufnelfe  of  his  Gofpell,  was  but  as  earth  in  comparifon 
'of  heaven.Then  he  tells  of  his  own  defcent  from  heaven,foretells  his  deatli 
'and  afcenlion,and  the  bleffmg  of  redemption,which  he  came  to  worke  for 
'  mankindjhe  preaches  of  the  love  of  the  Father,the  milTion  of  the  Son,  the 
'  rewards  of  faith,and  the  glories  of  eternity.  He  upbraides  the  unbelieving 
'  and  impenitent,and  declares  the  difierences  of  a  holy  and  a  corrupr  con- 
'  fcience,the  fhame  and  feares  of  one,  the  confidence  and  ferenity  of  the  o- 
•*.ther.  Andthisis  thefummeofhis  Strcnon  to  Nicodetms ^  which  was  the 
*the  fulleft  of  myftery  and  fpeculatlon  and  abftrafted  fenfes  of  any,  that  he 
'  ever  made,e-Kcept  that  which  he  made  immediately  before  his  paflion,  all 
'his other  Sermons  being  more  pradicall. 

From  Jerufalem  JESUS  goeth  into  the  country  of  Judea,  attended  by 
divers  Difciples,whofe  underOandings  were  brought  into  fubje(^ion  and  o- 
bedience  to  Chrift^,upon  confidence  of  the  divinity  of  his  miracles.  There 
his  Difciples  did  receive  all  comers  and  baptifed  them  ,  as  John  at  the  fame 
time  did,and  by  that  ceremony  admitted  them  to  the  Difciplineand  infti- 
tution  according  to  the  cuftome  of  the  Dod:ors  and  great  Prophets  among 
the  Jews,whofe  baptizing  their  Schollers,was  the  ceremony  of  their  admit 
iron.  As  ibone  as  lohi  heard  it.he  acquitted  himfelf  in  publike  by  renewing 
his  former  teftimony  concerning  JESUS ,  affirming  him  to  be  the  MefHas, 
'  and  now  the  time  was  come  ,  that  Chrift  niuft  increafe ,  and  the  Paptift 

*  fufier  diminutionjfor  Chrifi  cam.e  from  above,was  above  all,and  the  fimmc 

*  of  his  do(flrine  was  that  which  he  had  heard  and  feen  from  the  father, 

*  whom  GOD  fent  to  that  purpofe,to  whom  GOD  had  fet  his  feale,  that  he 
^  was  true,who  fpake  the  words  of  God,  whom  the  Father  loved ,  to  whom 
*-  he  gave  the  fpirit  without  n!eafure,and  into  whofe  hands  God  had  deliver- 
'ed  all  things  i  this  was  he,  whofe  teftimony  the  world  received  not  j  and 
that  they  might  know  not  oncly  what  perfon  they  flighted,  but  how  great 
falvation  alfo  they  negle<Sed,he  fummes  up  all  his  Sermons,  and  finifhes  his 
miffion  with  this  faying.  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  bath  everlafling  life  : 
'  and  he  that  believeth  not  on  the  Sonne  fliall  not  fee  life^but  the  math  of  GOV  a- 

Tohn  5  2  5.      '  ^^^^^^  °^  ^''"• 

-^      ?*'  *         For  now  that  the  Baptift  had  fulfilled  bis  office  of  bearing  witnel^ 
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unto  jE5UiS  GOD  was  pleafed  to  give  him  his  writ  of  eafe,  and  bring  him      p       r. 
«o  his  reward  upon  this  cccal"on.  lohn  who  had  fo  learned  to  defpife  the 


world,  and  all  its  exteriour  vanities  and  impertinent  relations,did  his  duty  »  Mcrranitiae,% 
juftly  and  fo  without  refpeft  of  perfons,  that  as  he  reproved  the  people '■"m  his  Tcrtui. 
for  their  prevarications,fo  he  fpared  not //er«>rf  for  his,  but  abflaining  from  ^'^"^  i^^'^iun.  1. 
all  eyprelies  of  die  fpirit  of  fcornc  and  afperity,mingling  no  dircontents,m-  j^hJj'i  J^p,  ^e-"^ 
terefls  nor  mutinous  intimations  with  h;s  Sernions,  he  told  Jeered  h  was  f.t^elJ.  h'lie^k 
mt  lawful!  jor  him  to  have  his  "*"  Brother  srcife.  For  which  Sermon  he  felt  the  '"'d^  fo'^^a'^  '»■ 
the  furies  and  maliceofa  womansfpleen,  was  caft  intoprifon',  and  about  '^-'g"""^  j^":""''^* 
a  yeare  after  was  facriticed  to  the  fccrne  and  pride  of  a  liiftfull  woman^and  diT"sld  I  ocV4i 
l?cr  inimodcft  daughter,  being  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  yeare  of  CHRISTS  aperu  fraude  ut 
preaching  beheaded  by  Herods  command,  who  would  not  retrad  his  pro-  ;  gsR*  adv.  Cath- 
niife,  bccaufe  of  hishonouranda  rafli  vow  he  made  in  the  gayety  ofhis  ®'''^®'T'''^^'^*^'*' 
luft,  and  complacencies  cfliis  riotous  dancings.  His  head  was  bi'oughtup  "a'^lnk'uri?*- 
in  a  difii,and  made  a  feftivall  prefent  to  the  young  girle  (who  gave  it  to  her  utione.'Marci- 
niother)  a  cruelty  that  was  not  known  among  the  barbarifms  of  the  worft  onia.  Kvangeii- 
ofpeople,to  mingle  banquetings  with  blood,  and  lights  of  death ',  an  in- ","  "^?^"'^'.  •"'*'^ 
folency  and  inhumanity,for  which  the  Roman  Orators  accufed  Q^  Fla?mnius  f^  |7ra'/*  ^"  ^* 
of  treafon,  becaufe  toditisfy  the  wanton  cruelty  of  Placentia  he  caufed  a  scuac.  contr»Y» 
condemned  flave  to  be  killed  at  fupper  :  and  which  had  no  precedent  but  1.  '>■ 
in  the  furies  of /¥dn«f,  who  caufed  theheadof  theConful  Antonius  to  ht '■^'^^^\^'^^  59. 
brought  up  to  him  in  his  feafts ,  which  he  handled  with  much  pleafure  and  ^^"  *  ^^  '^'*^^** 
infolency.  v.  „      /        . 

But  Gods  judgements  which,  which  fleep  not  ^long,  found  omJffnod^    /^*  ^."^'"r^" 
and  marked  "him  for  a  curfe.  For  the  wife  of  Merod ,  who  was  the  daughter  ^(^^O^*©"'^^ 
of /iretrfj  a  King  of  Arabia  Fefred,  being  repudiated  by  pa<Sion  with //f- "*;"'!''*•  ^*    ■ 
rodias  provoked  her  father  to  conimence  a  warr  with  Uerod-,  who  prevailed  ^p-^  f^^'^fxO 
againft  Herod  in  a  great  battell ,  defeating  his  whole  army,and  forcing  him  '^^'"*'  '^'^f^'^'' 
to  an  inglorious  flight:  which  the  Jtws  generally  expounded  to  be  a  judge-  '=^^'^^^'  i^**^- 
mentonhimfor  the  unworthy  and  barbarous  execution  and  murder  of '^'"'**"^ 'f'^" 
/o^«  the  Baptift :  GOD  inhis  wifdomeand  feverity  making  oae  fin  to  be  ""^'"/''^ '^' ^'^ 
the  punifliment  of  another,  and  neither  of  them  both  to  palTe  without  the  ^^i'"-? 
fignature  of  a  curfe.  And  Nicephorus  reports ,  that  the  dancing  daughter  of  P''^^^'^^''  "Pj^^^y 
HerodJas  paffing  over  a  frozen  lake,the  ice  brake ,  and  fhe  fell  up  to  the  }<^^<^''ii'<^t^'>>v^' 
neck  in  wa:er,and  her  head  was  parted  from  her  body ,  by  the  violence  of  ^^  ^^'^  ^'^^^^' 
the  fragments  fhaked  by  the  water  and  its  own  fall,  and  fo  perifhed ;  GOD  *"'  ^^  'J  '^  '"^' 
having  fitted  a  judgment  to  the  analogy,  and  reprefentment  of  her  finne.  e^<^i'^^'>^iy 
//?ro(i?d/ her  felfe  with  her  adulterous  Paramour  Herod  were  banilTied  to  '■''^"f* 'f«  <?i'«^« 
Lyons  in  France  by  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate  ,  v/here  they  lived  inglo-  xej^^'^  B^nV 
rioufly  and  dyed  niiferably ,  fo  paying  dearly  for  her  triumphall  fcorne  fu-  '^w  i3  o^e^t^- 
peradded  to  her  crime  of  murder    for  when  flie  faw  the  head  of  the  Bap-  «^",  o^^'>nf>cF- 
tiif,which  her  daughter  Salome  had  prefented  to  her  in  a  charger,  flie  thruft  «''  ^'t^^*^  m/»:t« 
the  tongue  through  with  a  needle,  asFw/iz^had  formerly  done  to  Cicero.  C^ip<i^tat  x'^- 
But  her  felfe  paid  the  charges  of  her  triumph.  »»/.♦.  Theode^, 

tol'anti  i,i3.c.7 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

Z) p on  the  jirfl  journey  of  the  holy  ]esus  to  Je 
rnfalem^  rvhen  he  rvhipt  the  Merchant. 
oHtoftheTemple. 


ts 


[Hen  the  Feaft  came,  and  JESUS  was  afcendcd  up  to  Jerufdemy 
the  firft  place  we  finde  him  in,  is  the  Temple,  where  not  oncly 
was  the  area  and  court  of  Religion,  but  by  occafion  of  publike 
conventions,  the  moft  opportune  fcene  for  tranfaftion  of  his 
commifTion  and  his  Fathers  buirnelTe.  And  thofe  Chriftians,  who  have 
been  religious  and  affeftionate  even  in  the  circumftances  of  piety,  hav« 
aken  this  for  precedent?  and  accounted  it  a  good  exprelfe  of  the  regula- 
rity of  their  devotion  and  order  of  piety,  at  their  firft  arrivall  to  a  city  to 
pay  their  firft  vifits  to  G  O  D,  the  next  to  his  fervant  the  Prefident  of  re- 
ligious rites,  firft  they  went  into  the  Church  and  worfhipt,  then  to  the 
Angel  of  the  Church  to  the  Bifhop  and  begd  his  bleffing,  and  having  thus 
commenced  with  the  aufpicioufneiTe  of  religion,  they  had  better  hopes, 
their  juft  aftaires  would  fucceed  profperouily?which  after  the  rites  of  Chri- 
ftian  Countries  had  thus  bee»  begun  with  devotion  and  religious  order. 

When  the  holy  jESUS  cntred  the  Temple,  and  efpyed  a  Mart  kept  m 
the  holy  Sept,  a  Faire  upon  holy  ground,  he  who  fufiered  no  tranfporta- 
tiGns_  of  anger  in  matters  and  accidents  temporall  was  born  high  with  an 
extafie  of  zeale,  and  according  to  the  cuftome  of  the  zealots  of  the  nati- 
on, took  upon  him  tlie  office  of  a  private  intliftion  of  punifhment  in  the 
caufe  of  GOD,  which  ought  to  be  dearer  to  every  fingle  perfon  then  their 
own  intereft  and  reputation.  What  the  exterminating  Angel  did  to  He- 
//i)io/«j-,  who  came  into  the  Temple  upon  detign  of  lacri ledge,  that  the 
nieekeft  JESUS  did  to  them,  who  came  with  afts  of  prophanarion  •,  he 
whipc  them  forth  j  and  as  ufually  good  lawesfpring  from  ill  manners,  and 
excellent  Sermons  are  occafioned  by  mens  iniquities,  now  alfo  our  great 
Mafter  upon  this  accident,  aflferted  the  facrednelfe  of  holy  places  in  the 
words  of  a  Prophet,which  now  he  made  a  lelTon  Evangelicall,.!/;'  bsnfe  jhall 
be  called  an  houfe  of  prayer  to  all  nations. 

The  beafts  and  birds  there  fold  were  brought  for  Sacriiice,  and  the 
banks  of  money  were  for  the  advantage  of  the  people  that  came  from  far, 
that  their  recmnes  might  be  fafe  and  eafje,  when  they  came  to  Jeru- 
falem  upon  the  imploymencs  of  Religion.  But  they  were  not  yet  fit  for 
the  Temple,  they  who  brought  them  thidier  purpofed  their  own  gaine, 
and  meant  to  paife  them  through  an  uaholy  ufage,  before  they  could  be 

made 
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made  amthemata ,  vowcs  to  G  O  D  :  and  w'len  religion  is  but  the  pur-      p^^.^.  ^  j^ 
pofe  at  the  fecond  hand ,  it  cannot  hallow  a  Lay  dcfgne ,  and  make  it  fitt  " 

to  become  a  relig'Oiis  niinifitry ,  muchlelTe  fandiHe  an  unlawfLiU  adion. 
When  Rachel  hole  her  Fathers  gods,  though  pofnbly  llie  might  do  ic  of 
Zeal  againll  her  Fathers  fuperftition,  yet  it  was  occafionof  a  fad  accident 
to  her  felf.  For  the  Jews  fay,  thdz  Rachel  dyed  in  childe-birthcf  her  fe- 
cond fonne  becanfe  of  that  imprecation  of  J^accb^  mth  n-homfever  thou  Gen.  31.32. 
fndeft  thy  gods  ^  let  him  not  live.  Saul  pretended  facrifice,  when  he  fpared 
thefatcattellof  Atnalek.^  and  iTf/c^/?  was  zealous,  when  he  made  him  an 
Ephod  and  a  Teraphim,  and  meant  to  make  himfelf  an  image  for  religion, 
whenheftole  his  mothers  money:  but  thefeare  colours  of  religion,  in*- 
which  not  onely  the  world,  but  our  felves  alfo  are  deceived  by  a  latent  pur- 
pofe,  which  we  are  willing  to  cover  with  a  remote  defignc  of  religion,  leaft 
it  fhould  appear  unhandfome  ni  its  own  dreiTmg.  Thus  fome  believe  a  co- 
vetoufnefle allowable,  if  they  greedily  heap  treafure  with  apurpofe  to 
build  Hofpitalls  or  Colledges ',  and finifter  afts  of  acquiring  Chmch  livings 
are  not  fo  fcon  condenmed ,  if  the  defigne  be  to  preferre  an  able  perfon  •, 
and  ad^ions  of  revenge  come  neer  to  piety  if  it  be  to  the  ruine  of  an  un- 
godly man  *,  and  indire<S  proceedings  made  facrcd  if  they  be  for  the  good 
of  the  holy  caufe.  Thisisprophaning  the  Temple  with  beafts  brought 
forfacrifices,  and  difhonours  GOD  by  making  himfelf  acceffory  to  his 
own  diflionour  as  farre  as  lyes  in  them ,  for  it  dilTerves  him  with  a  precenc* 
of  religion  :  and  but  that  our  hearts  are  deceitfull  we  fhould  eafily  per- 
ceiue,  that  the  greateft  bufinelfe  of  the  letter  is  written  in  poftfcripf,  the 
great  pretence  is  the  leaft  purpofe,  and  the  latent  covetoufneiTe  or  revenge, 
or  the  ftcular  appendix  is  the  main  engine  to  which  the  end  of  religion  is 
made  but  inftrumentall  and  pretended.  But  men,  when  they  fell 
a  mule,  ufe  to  fpeak  of  the  horfe,  that  begat  him,  not  of  the  afle, 
that  bore  him. 

The  holy  jESUS  made  a  whip  of  cords  to  reprefent  and  to  chaftifc  ^ 

the  implications  and  enfouldings  of  finne  and  the  cords  of  vanity. 
I.  There  are  fome  finnes,  that  of  themfelvesare  awhipof  cords,  thofc 
are  the  crying  finnes,  that  by  their  degree  and  malignity  fpeak  loudfoi" 
vengeance,  or  fuch  as  have  great  difreputation  ,  and  are  accounted  the 
bafefl:  ilTiies  of  a  caytive  difpofition ,  or  fuch  which  are  unnaturall ,  and 
unufuall ,  or  which  by  publike  obfervation  are  marked  with  the  (ignature 
of  divine  judgements.  Such  are  murder,  opprefTion  of  widowes  and 
orphans,  detaining  the  labourers  hire ,  lufts  againft  nature,  parricide, 
tieafon,  betraying  a  juft  truft  in  great  inftances  and  bafe  manners,  lying 
to  a  jiing,  perjury  in  a  priefl",  thefe  carry  Cains  mark  upon  them,  or 
Judas  his  fiing,  or  Mmaffes  fcrrow,  unlelTethey  be  made  impudent  by 
thefpiritof  obdiiration.  2.  But  there  arc  fome  linnes ,  riiat  bear  flaamc 
wpon  them  and  are  ufed  as  correifi^ives  of  pride  and  vanity,  and  if  they 
«lo  their  cure ,  they  are  converted  into  inftrumcnts  of  good ,  by  the  great 
power  of  the  Divine  grace,  but  if  the  fpirit  of  the  man  growcs  impudent 
and  hardned  againft  the  fliame ,  that  which  commonly  follows  is  the  worffe 
firing  of  the  whip,  a  dirc<S"  confignation  to  a  reprobate  fpirit.  3.  Other  fins 
there  are,  for  the  chaftifing  of  which  CHRIST  take^  die  whip  into  hi« 
own  hard,  and  there  is  much  need,  when  finnes  are  the  cuftomes  of  a  natiou 
and  mark'd  wkk  no cxteiioui-  diiadvantage ,  or  have  fuch  circumftances  o£ 
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~~~7r  encouragement,  that  they  are  unapt  to  difquiet  a  confcience,  or  make  our 
*^'  beds  uneafe  till  the  piliowes  be  foftnedwithpenitentiaJl  Oioweis.  Jb 
both  thefe  cafes  the  condition  of  a  finner  is  fad  and  miferable.  For  it  //  a 
fearefuil  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  GOD^  his  hand  is  heavy,  and 
his  fvvord  is  ftiarp,  znd  pierces  to  the  dividing  the  mtrrow  and  the  bones  j  and 
he,  that  confide rs  the  di fiance  infinite  between  GOD  and  us,  muft  tremble 
when  he  remember^,  that  he  is  to  feele  the  ifucs  of  that  anger^  which  he 
is  not  certain  whether  or  no  it  will  deftroy  him  infinitely  ^nd  eternally. 
4.  But  if  the  whip  be  given  into  cur  hands,  that  we  become  executioners 
•f  the  Divine  wrath,  it  is  fcmetimes  worfe,  for  we  feldome  ftrike  our  felves 
for  emendation,  but  adde  a  finne  to  iinne,  till  we  peiifh  raiferably  and  in- 
evitably. GOD  fcoui'ges  us  often  into  repentance,  but  when  a  finne  is  the 
whip  of  ancdier  finne,  the  rod  is  put  into  our  hands,  who  like  blinde  men 
flrike  with  a  rude  and  undifcerning  hand,  and  becaufe  we  love  the  punilli- 
ftient,  doe  it  without  intern.iiTion ,  or  choyce,  and  have  no  end  but 
ruine. 

When  the  holy  jESUS  had  whipt  the  Merchants  in  the  Temple,  they 
took  away  all  the  inflruments  of  their  fin.  For  a  judgement  is  ufually  the 
commencement  of  repentance  j  love  is  the  lafl"  cf  graces,  and  feldome  at 
the  beginning  of  a  new  life,  but  is  referved  to  the  perfedions  and  ripe- 

Ffal.  78.  34.^  Mefle  of  a  ChiriAian.  We  begin  in  feare,  the  fear  e  of  the  LORD  is  the  begin- 
ning ofwifdome  '-,  vchen  hefmote  them^  then  they  turned^  And  enquired  early  after 
GOD^  and  afterwards  the  imiprelfes  of  fear  continue  like  a  hedge  of  thornes 
about  us,  to  reftrain  our  diflblutions  within  the  awfulnelfe  cf  the  Divine 
Majefty,  that  it  may  preferve  what  was  from  the  the  fame  principle  begun. 
This  principle  of  their  emendation  was  from  GOD,  and  therefore  iHno- 
cent  and  holy,  and  the  very  purpofe  of  Divine  threatnings,  is  that  upon 
them  as  upon  one  of  the  great  hinges,  the  piety  of  the  greatcft  part  of 
men  fhould  turn  ',  and  the  efl'eft  was  anfA^erabie-,but  fo  are  not  the  actions 
of  all  thofe  who  follow  this  precedent  in  the  tra(S:  of  the  letter.For  indeed 
there  have  been  feme  reformations  which  have  been  fo  like  this,  that  the 
greateft  alteration  which  hath  been  made  was,  that  they  carried  all  things 
out  of  the  Temple,  the  money,  and  the  Tables,  and  the  facrifice,  and  the 
Temple  it  felf  went  at  laft.  But  thefe  mens  fcourge  is  to  follow  after,  and 
CHRIST  the  Prince  of  the  Catholike  Church  will  provide  one  cf  his  own 
contexture,  more  fevere  then  the  ftripes  which  Heliodorus  felt  from  the  in- 
fli^ion  of  the  exterminating  Angel.  But  the  holy  Spirit  of  GOD  by  ma- 
king provifion  againft  fuch  a  reformation  hath  prophetically  declared  the 
aptnelTes  which  are  in  pretences  of  religious  alterations  to  degenerate  into 

Jla7W.2.  22.  facrilegious  defires.  77;o«  that  abhorreft  idols^  dofl  thou  commit  facriledge  ^ 
In  this  cafe  there  is  no  amendment,  onely  one  fin  refignes  to  another,  and 
•he  perfon  ftill  remaiiics  uadcr  its  power,  and  the  fame  domiuioi. 


Th£ 


The  Prayer. 

OEternall  JESV,  tJm  brigk  mct^e  of  thy  Fathers  ilorics,  whofe  light  did 
jhine  to  all  the  worlds  when  thy  heart  was  inflamed  with  z^eale  and  love  of 
G^i  and  of  religion^  let  a  coale  from  thy  altar  ^  fann'd  with  the  wingt  of  the  holy 
Dove,  kindle  m  my  foule  fuch  holy  flames  ,  that  I  may  be  z^ealous  of  thy  ho. 
mur  and  glory  ^forward  in  religious  duties,  earneft  in  their  pur fuit. prudent  in  their 
managing,ingemus  in  wypurpofes,  making  my  rdigi^n  to  firve  no  end,  but  of  thy 
glories,  and  the  obtaining  of  thy  pvomifes ;  and  fo  fan^ifle  my  foule  and  my  body^ 
that  I  may  be  a  holy  temple,  jit  and  prepared  for  the  inhabitation  of  thy  ever  blejfed 
fpirit,  whom  grant,  that  I  may  never  grieve  by  admitting  any  impure  thing  to  defe- 
crate  the  place,  and  unhallow  the  courts  of  his  abode,  but  give  me  a  pure  foule 
in  a  chafte  and  health  full  body,  a  fpirit  full  of  holy  fimplicity,  and  defignes  of  great 
ingenuity,  and  perfect  religion,  that  I  may  intend  what  thou  convnandeft,  and  may 
vfith  proper  inftruments,  profeaae  what  Ifo  intend,  and  by  thy  aydes  may  obtaine 
the  end  of  my  labours,  the  rewards  of  obedience  and  holy  living,  even  the  fociety 
and  inheritance  ofjESVS  in  the  participation  of  the  joyes  of  thy  temple,  where 
thou  dwelleji  and  reignefi  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ohoi.  0  eternali 
JESVS,    Amen. 

Difcourfe  7. 
Of  the  Religion  of  holy  places. 

He  hoIyjESUS  brought  a  divine  warrant  for  his  ^^ealcThc  ^ 

felling  facrifices,  and  the  cxchang  of  money,  and  every 
lay  iniploynient  did  violence  and  difhonour  to  the  tem- 
ple, v/hich  was  hallowed  to  ecclefiafticaU  niinifteries^ 
and  fet  apart  for  offices  of  Religion,  for  the  ufe  of  holy 
things,  for  it  was  GODS  houfej  and  fo  is  every  houfe 
by  publike  defignation.i-parate  for  prayer,or  others  ufes, 
of  Religion,  it  is  GODS  houfe.  {^My  houfe]  GOD  had  a  propriety  in  it 
and  had  fe  this  mark  on  it,even  his  own  name.  And  therefore  it  was  in  the 
Jewesldiome  of  fpeech  called  themountaineoftbe  LORDS  houfe,  sind  the 
houjeofthe  LORD  by  Ddw^  frequently ',  GOD  had;»«t  his  Nam  into  all 
places  appointed  foi-folemn  worfhip,  In  all  places  where  I  record  my  name, 
I  will  come  nnto  thee  andbleffe  thee.  For  GOD,who  was  never  vif  ble  to  mor-  ^^^^'  20. 1|. 
tall  eye,  was  pleafed  to  make  himfelf  prajfentiall  by  fubftitution  of  his 
Name,  that  is,  in  certain  ^^laces  he  hath  appointed,  that  his  name  fliall  be 
called  upon,and  by  promifnig  and  imparting  fuch  bleffings,  which  he  hath 
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~  made  confequent  to  the  invocation  of  his  name,hath  made  fuch  places  to  be 
_  a.certain  determination  of  fome  fpcciall  maimer  of  his  prefence.  For  Gods 
ivame  is  not  a  diftinft  thing  from  himfelf,  not  an  Idea,  &  it  cannot  be  put  in- 
%o  a  place  in  licerall  fignification  j  the  e^prefi'ion  is  to  be  refclved  into  fome 
other  fenfe  *,  GODS  i-iame  is  that,  whereby  he  is  known ,  by  which  he 
is  invocated,  that  which  is  the  moft  immediate  publication  of  his  elfence, 
neererthen  which  we  cannot  go  unto  himj  andbecaufe  GOD  iseflenti- 
ally  prefent  in  all  places,  when  he  makes  himfelf  prefent  in  one  place  more 
then  another ,  it  cannot  be  underftood  to  any  other  purpofe ,,  but  that  in 
fuch  places  he  gives  fpeciallblefTings,  and  graces,  oi- that  in  thofe  places 
he  appoints  his  name ,  that  is ,  himfelf  fpccially  to  be  invocated. 

So  that  when  GOD  puts  his  name  m  any  place  by  a  fpeciali  manner ,  it 
fignilies ,  that  there  himfelf  is  in  that  manner  ',  but  in  feparate  and  hallow- 
ed placesGOD  hath  expreiTed,  that  he  puts  his  name,  with  a  purpofe  it 
fliould  be  called  upon ,  therefore  in  plain  figniilcation ,  it  is  thus ;  in  coii- 
fecrate  places  GOD  himfelf  is  prefent  to  be  invok'd  ',  that  is ,  there  he 
is  moft  delighted  to  heai'  the  prayers  we  make  unto  him.  For  all  the  ox- 
prefTions  of  Scriptures ,  of  60  D  S  hmfes ,  the  tabernacle  of  G  0  D, 
&  0  D  S  dwellings^  putting  his  name  there^  his  fanHuary  '■,  ai'e  refolved  into 
that  faying  of  GOD  to  Solmon^  who  prayed,  that  he  would  hear  the 
prayers  of  neceffitous  people  in  that  place :  G  O  D  granting  the  requeft  ex- 
prefied  is  thus ,  /  have  fanBified  the  houfe ,  which  thou  haft  built :  that  is,  the 
houfe,  which  *thou  haft  defigned  for  my  worftiip,  I  have  defign'd  for 
your  blefling  j  what  you  have  dedicated  I  have  accepted  ',  what  you  have 
confecrated  I  have  hallowed,  I  have  taken  it  to  the  fame  purpofe ,  to 
which  your  defires  and  defignation  pretended  it  in  your  firft  purpofes  and- 
expence.  So  thatfince  the  purpofe  of  man  in  feparating  places  of  wor- 
ship is ,  that  thither  by  order  and  with  convenience  and  in  communities  of 
nien  G  0_D  may  beworftiipped  and  prayed  unto,  G  O  D  having  decla- 
red, that:  he  accepts  of  fuch  feparate  places  to  the  fame  purpofes,  fayes, 
that  there  he  will  be  called  upon ,  that  fuch  places  fhall  be  places  of  ad- 
vantage to  our  devotions  in  refpe<fl:  of  humane  order  and  Divine  acceptance 
and  benedidion. 

Now  thefe  are  therefore  GODS  houfes,  becaufe  they  were  given  by 
men ,  3nd  accepted  by  G  O  D  for  the  fervices  of  G  O  D  and  the  offices  of 
religion.  And  this  is  not  the  effect,  or  refult  of  any  diftin<ft  covenant 
GOD  hath  made  with  man  in  any  period  of  the  world,  but  it  is  mcerely 
a  favour  of.  GOD  either  hearing  the  prayer  of  dedication,  or  complying 
with  humane  order  cr  ncceffities.  For  there  is  nothing  in  the  Covenant  of 
Mofes  law,  that  by  vertue  of  fpeciali  ftipulation  makes  the  afTignmentof  a 
honfe  for  the  fei*vice  of  G  O  D  to.be  proper  to  Mofes  rite.  Not  onely  be- 
caufe GOD  had  fpeciali  memorialls  and  determinationt'of  this  nwnner  of 
his  prefence  before  Mofes  law,  as  at  Bethel^  where  ^acob  laid  the  tirft  ftone 
of  the  Church,  (nothing  but  a  ftone  was  GODS  memoriall  )  and  the.' 
beginning  and  0rft  rudeneffc  of  a  temple  ^  but  alfo  becaufe  after  Mofes  law. 
was  given  as  long  as  the  nation  was  ambulatory ,  So  were  their  places  and 
inftruments  of  religion  ;  and  although  the  ark  was  not  confined  to  a  place 
till  Solomons  time ,  yet  GOD  was  pleafed  in  this  manner  to  confine  him- 
felf to  the  ark ',  and  in  all  places  wherever  his  name  was  put ,  even  in 
fynagogues^ahdoratoriesandtlireftiing  floors,  when  they  were  hallowed 
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with  ail  alrar  and  Religion,  rhither  GOD  came,  tliat  is,thcre  he  heard  them      ^.^^  ^l, 

pray,  and  anfwercd  and  bleiied  accordingly,  ftili  in  proportion  to  that  de- ! 

^ree  of  rerigion,which  was  pnt  npon  thenv,and  thoreplaces,when  they  had 
once  entertained  Religion,  grew  feparate  and  facred  for  ever  •,  fcr  there- 
fore David  bought  the  threfliing-ficore  oi  Araunah^  that  it  might  never  re- 
turn to  common  ufe  any  more  •,  for  it  had  been  no  trouble  or  inconueni- 
cnce  to  Araunah  to  have  ufed  his  flocre  for  one  folemnity  j  but  he  oftered 
to  give  if,  md  David  refolved  to  buy  it,  becaufe  it  muftof  nect^ity  be 
aliened  from  connron  ufes,  to  which  it  never  couid  return  any  more,when 
once  it  had  been  the  inftrument  of  a  religious  folemnity  j  and  yet  this 
was  no  part  oi  Mofes  law,  that  every  place  of  a  temporary'  Sacrifice  fliould 
be  holy  for  ever.  David  had  no  guide  in  this,  but  right  reafon  and  the  reli- 
gion of  all  the  world.  For  fuch  things  which  were  great  inflruments  of 
publike  ends,  and  things  of  highcft  ufe,  were  alfo  in  all  focieties  of  men  of 
greateft  honour,  and  immured  by  reverence  and  the  fecurity  of  Lawes* 
For  honour  and  reputation  is  not  a  thing  inherent  in  any  creature,  buc  de- 
pends upon  the  eftimate  of  GOD  or  men,  who  either  in  ditTufion  oi-  repre- 
fentation  become  fountaines  ofa  derivative  honour.  Thus  fome  men  arc 
honourable,that  is,thofe  who aie  fountaines  of  honour  in  civi  11  account, 
have  commanded  that  they  ihall  be  honoured.  And  fo  places  and  thing* 
are  made  honourable  y  that  as  honourable  perfons  are  to  be  difringuiihcd 
from  others  by  honourable  ufages  and  circumAances  proper  to  them,  fo 
alfo  fliouId  places  and  things  (upon  fpeciall  reafon  feparate)  have  an  ufage 
proper  to  them,when  by  a  publike  inftrument  or  Minifter  they  are  fo  fepa- 
ratcd.  No  conmion  ufage  then,,  fomething  proper  to  tell  what  tiicy  are, 
?ind  to  what  purpofes  they  are  de(igned,and  to  fignifie  their  feparation  and 
extraordinarinefle.  Such  are  the  perfon  of  the  Vrince,  the  Archives  and 
Records  of  a  Kingdom,  the  walls  and  great  defences  of  the  Imperiall  City, 
the  Eagles  and  Enfignes  of  warre  amongft  the  Romans,and  above  all  things^  ' 
though  not  above  <7//^er/owi,  the  Temples,  and  Altars,  and  all  the  inftru- 
incnts  of  Religion.  And  there  is  much  reafon  in  it.  For  thus  a  fervanc  of 
a  King,  though  his  imployment  be  naturally  mean,  yet  is  more  honoura- 
ble, becaufe  he  relates  to  the  moft  excellent  perfon  j  and  therefore  mirch 
more  thofe  things  which  relate  to  GOD.  And  though  this  be  the  reafon 
why  it  fhould  be  fo,  yet  for  this  and  other  reafons,  they  that  have  powtr^ 
that  is,  they  who  are  acknowledged  to  be  the  fountaines,  and  the  channels 
of  honour,  I  mean  the  fupre me  power ,  and  publike  fan.e  have  made 
it  aftually  to  be  fo.  For  whatfotver  all  wife  men,  and  all  good  men,  and 
all  publike  focieties,  and  all  fupreme  authorit}^  hath  commanded  to  be  ho- 
noured, or  rever'd,  that  is  honourable  and  reverend,  and  this  honour  and 
reverence  is  to  be  exprefled  according  to  the  cuftomes  of  the  nation,  and 
inftruments  of  honour  proper  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  or  perfon  refpe<ft- 
ively.  Whatfoever  is  efteeraed  fo,  is  fo  *,  becaufe  Honour  and  Noble  fepa- 
rations  are  relative  adions  and  termes,  creatures  and  produftions  of  fame, 
and  the  voyce  of  Princes  and  the  fence  of  people ',  and  they  who  will  not 
honour  thofe  things  or  thofe  perfons  which  are  thus  decreed  to  be  honou- 
rable, have  no  communications  with  the  civilities  of  humanity,  or  the 
guifes  of  wife  Nations  :  They  do  not  give  honour  to  whom  homnr  belongs. 
Now  that  which  in  civill  account  we  call  [ honourable ]\hG  fame  in  religious 
account  we  call  [  fucreii}  for  by  both  thefe  words  we  mean  things  or  per- 
fons . 
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Pare  II.     fons  made  feparate  and  retired  from  common  opinion,  and  vulgar  ufages 
• .  by  reafon  of  feme  excellencie  really  inherent  in  them  (fuch  as  are  excel- 
lent men)  or  for  their  relation  to  excellent  perfons,  or  great  ends,  pub- 
like or  religious,  (  and  fo  fervants  of  Princes,  and  Minifters  of  Religion, 
^ndits  inftrumentsandutenfils  are  made  honourable,  or  facred)  and  the 
exprefTions  of  their  honour  are  all  thofe  aftions  and  ufages  which  are  con- 
a  €ercmoni.B     ^^^y  ^^  defpite,  and  above  the  ufage  of  vulgar  things  or  p!aces.(a)  what- 
Deorumjfariai-  foever  is  faaed,  that  is  honourable  for  its  religious  relation  •,  and  what- 
»a5  Kegum  Jul.  foever  is  honourable,  that  alfo  is  facred  (that  is,  feparate  from  the  vulgar 
cx'ar  apud        ufages  and  account)  for  its  civill  excellency  or  relation.    Therefultis 
b  Hx°le2e  cuiuf-  ^^'^'  that  when  publike  authority  ,  ortheconfent  (b)  of  a  Nation  hath 
qHeciuicaci  "in-  '"nade  any  place  facred  for  the  ufes  of  Religion,  we  muft  eft eem  it  facred, 
bentur  Dii  coli.  juft  as  wc  efteem  perfons  honourable  who  are  fo  honoured.    And  thus  are 
DiaiJm  5.5api.   Judges,  and  the  very  places  of  Judicature,  the  Kings  prefenee  chamber, 
enr  apud  Xeno-  ^^^  chayre  of  State,  the  Senate-houfe,  the  Royall  Enfignes  of  a  Prince, 
^°  *  whofe  gold  and  purple  in  its  naturall  capacity  hath  in  it  no  more  dignity 

then  the  money  of  the  bank,  or  the  cloth  of  the  Mart ;  but  it  hath  much 
more  for  its  fignification  and  relative  ufe.  And  it  is  certaine,  thefe  things 
whofe  e-KceOencie  depends  upon  their  relation,  muft  receive  the  degree 
of  their  honour  in  that  proportion  they  have  to  their  terme  and  founda- 
tion •,  and  therefore  what  belongs  to  God  (  as  holy  places  of  Religion) 
muft  rife  higheft  in  this  account  :  I  mean  higher  then  any  other  places. 
And  this  is  betides  the  honour  which  GOD  hath  put  upon  theni,  by  his 
prefenee  and  his  title  tothem,which  in  all  religions  he  hath  fignified  to  us. 
^^  Indeed  among  the  Jewes,  as  G  O  D  had  confined  his  Church  and  the 

*  rites  of  religion  to  be  ufed  onely  in  communion,  and  participation  with 

the  nation,  fo  alfo  he  had  limited  his  prefenee,  and  was  more  fparing  of  it, 
then  in  the  time  of  the  Gofpel  his  S  on  declared  he  would  be.  It  was  [aid 
ef  old^  that  at  ferufalemmen  ought  to  worpip^  th^t'is^  by  a  folemn,  pablike, 
and  great  addrelfe  in  the  capitall  expreifes  of  Religion,  in  the  diftingui- 
ihing  rites  of  Liturgy,  for  elfe  it  had  been  no  new  thing.  For,  in  ordinary 
prayers  GOD  was  then,  and  long  before,  pleafed  to  heare  J^ereiny  in  the 
dungeon,  Manajfes  in  prifon,  Daniel  in  the  Lyons  den,  J^onas  in  the  belly  of 
the  deep,and  in  the  offices,yet  more  folemn  in  the  Profeuch^^  in  the  hou- 
fes  of  prayer  which  the  Jewes  had,  not  onely  in  their  difperlion,  but  even 
in  Paleftine  for  their  diurnall  and  nofturnall  offices :  But  when  the  holy 
Jesus  had  broken  down  the  partition  wall,  then  the  moi\  joletjmO£ices  of 
Religion  were  as  unlimited  as  their  private  devotions  were  before',  for 
where  ever  a  Temple  fhould  be  built,  thither  GOD  would  come,  if  he 
wereworfhipped^?ntM^//y,  and  in  truths  that  is,  according  to  the  rites  of 
CHRIST,  (who  is  grace  and  truth)  and  the  di<ftate  of  tbefphit  and  ana- 
logie  of  the  Gofpel.  All  places  were  now  alike  to  build  Churches  in,  or 
memorialls  for  GOD,  GODS  houfes.  And  that  our  blefled  Saviour  difcour- 
fes  of  places  of  publike  worfliip  to  the  woman  o{  Samaria  is  notorious,  be- 
caufe  the  whole  queftion  was  concerning  the  great  addrefles  of  Mofes  rites 
whether  at  Jerufalem  or  Mount  GeriT^im,  which  were  the  places  of  the  right 
and  the  fcliifmaticall  temple,  the  confinements  of  the  whole  religion  :  and 
in  antithei!s,Tefus  faid,  nor  here  nor  there  fhalbe  the  folemnities  of  addrcffe 
to  GOD,but  in  all  places  you  may  build  a  temple,and  God  will  dwell  in  ir. 
4.  And  this  hath  dcfccnded  from  the  firft  beginings  of  religion  down  to  the 
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confiyrmation  of  it  in  the  pcrfcdions  of  the  Gofpclf.  For  liic  Apoftlcsof     p        ,  j  ' 
oi^r  LORD  carryed  the  otikes  of  the  Gofpcl  into  the  Temple  of  Jcnifa-  * 

km,  there  they  preached  and  prayed,  and  payed  vowes,  but  never,  that 
we  read  of,  ottered  facrifice  i  which  fhcwes  that  the  offices  purely  Evan- 
fclicall  were  proper  to  be  done  in  any  of  GODS  proper  places ,  and  that 
thither  they  went  not  incompliance  with  Mefes  rites,but  mcerely  for  Gof- 
pel  duties,  or  for  fuch  offices,which  were  common  to  Mofes  and  Chrift,  fuch 
as  were,  prayer,and  vowes.  "While  the  Temple  was  yet  (landing  they  had 
peculiar  places  for  the  affemblies  of  the  faithfull,  where  cither  by  accident, 
or  obfervation,  or  religion,  or  choice,  they  met  regularly.  Andlinftancc 
in  the  houfeof  John  &namcd  Mark.,  which  as  Alexander  reports  in  the 
life  of  Saint  Barnabas  was  confecrated  by  many  anions  of  religion ,  by  our 
blcfled  Saviours  eating  the  Pafleover,  his  inftitutionof  the  holy  Eucharift, 
his  farewell  fermon  ,  and  the  Apoftles  met  there  in  the  od^aves  of  EaHer, 
whither  CHRIST  canie  again,  and  hallowed  it  with  his  prcfence  j  and 
there  to  make  up  the  relative  fanftification  compleate,  the  holy  Ghoft  de- 
fcended  upon  their  heads  in  the  feaft  of  Pentecoft ,  and  this  was  ere<^ed 
intoafairfabrick,  and  is  mentioned  as  a  famous  Church  by  Saint  Jerome^  Epiji' 27. 
and  V.  Beds ',  in  which  as  Adrkhomius  addes,  S.  Peter  preached  that  fermon,  De  locisSinit.  . 
which  was  miraculoufly  profpcrous  in  the  convertionof  three  thoufand  j  c  5. 
there  Saint  James  Brother  of  our  L  O  R  D  was  confecrated  firft  bifliopof  Indefcrrpt  Hi^. 
Jerulalem,  SzmtStephenzriA  the  other  fix  were  there  ordained  Deacons*,  erof,n.6>  ■ 
there  the  Apoftles  kept  their  firft  Counceli,  and  compiled  their  Creed,  by 
thefe  anions  and  their  frecjuent  conventions  fhewing  the  fame  reafon,  or- 
der and  prudence  of  religion  in  afTignation  of  fpeciall  places  of  Divine  fer- 
vice,  which  were  ever  obferv-ed  by  all  the  nations  and  religions,  and  wife 
men  of  the  world.  Audit  were  a  ftrange  imagination  to  fancy,  thatia 
Chriftjan  religion  there  isany  principle  contrary  to  that  wifdome  of  God,  . 
and  all  the  world,which  for  order,  forneceftity,  for  convenience,  for  the 
folemnity  of  worfliip  hath  fet  a  part  places  for  G  O  D  and  for  religion.  Pri- 
vate prayer  had  alwayes  an  unlimited  refidcnce  and  relation,   even  under  ^.     j..  * 
Mofes  Law  *,  but  publike  prayer  in  the  Law  of  Mofes  wasreftraind  to  one    .        *"L«^  1 
Temple-,  in  the  law  of  nature  it  was  not  confined  to  one,but  yet  determined  T."'^'      . 
to  publike  and  folemne  placesjand  when  the  holyjefus  difparked  the  inclo-     T  '!^" 
fures  o(Jfyfes,-wcc  all  returned  to  the  permiffions  and  liberty  of  the  Naturall  ^••'  •"p*^*  - ' 
law,  in  which  although  the  publike  and  folemne  prayers  were  confined  to      -^ 
a  Temple,  yetthcTemple  was  not  confined  to  a  place  *,  but  they  might 
beany  where,  fo  they  were  at  all  •,  inftruments  of  order,  conveniences  of 
aflembling,  refidenccs  of  religion  j  snd  G  O  D  who  alwayes  loved  order 
and  was  apt  to  heare  all  holy  and  prudent  prayers  (  and  therefore  a Ifo  the 
prayers  of  confecration)  hath  often  declared  that  he  loves  fuch  places,  that 
he  will  dwell  in  them,  not  that  they  are  advantages  to  him,  but  that  he  is 
pleafedto  make  them  fo  to  us.     And  therefore  all  Nations  of  the  world 
biiilt  publike  houfes  for  religion, and  fince  all  ages  of  the  Church  did  fo  too,  - 
It  had  need  be  a  ftrong  and  a  convincing  argument,  that  muft  ftiew  they 
were  deceived.     And  if  any  man  lift  to  be  contentious,he  muft  be  anfwered  ' 
With  Saint  Vanls  reproofe  irfe  have  no  fuch  cuftome  ^  norths  Churches  of' 

Or  0  V.  ■^  ' 

Thus  i  ' 


-J— 

Part  11. 


22 


Kai 


D'iicr.  OF   THE  BTEtlGIO^ 

1  hiis  S.Pdul  reproved  the  Corinthians  for  dcfpifing  the  Church  ofOidhj 
foch  nfes,which  were  therefore  unfit  for  Gods  becaufe  they  were  proper  for 
their  own,that  is,for  common  honfes.  And  although  they  were  at  firft,and  in 
the  defcendrng  ages  fo  affli(fted  by  the  tyranny  of  enemies  that  they  could 
'  ftot  build  many  Chui-che6,yet  fome  they  did,and  the  Churches  themfelves. 
fuftered  part  of  the  pcrfecution.  For  fo  Eufebius  reports,  that  when  nndec 
Stverus  and  Oordianus^  Philip  and  Galienus  the  Chriftian  aftaires  were  in  a 
tolerable  condition,  they  built  Churches  in  great  number  and  expencc. 
But  when  the  perfecution  waxed  hot  under  D'mleftan^  .down  went  the 
Churches  upon  a  defigne  to  extinguifli ,  or  difadvantage  the  religion. 
MAxminus  gave  leave  to  rebuild  them.  Upon  which  refcript  (  faith  the 
ftory)  the  Chriftians  were  overjoyed,  and  rai fed  them  up  to  an  incredi- 
ble height,  and '^  incomparable  beauty.  This  was  Chriftian  Religion 
then,  and  fo  it  hath  continued  everfincc,  and  unlcflewe  fhould  have 
new  reafon  and  new  revelation,  it  muft  continue  fo  till  our  Churches 
are  exchanged  for  thrones ,  and  our  Chappells  for  feats  placed  before 
the  lamb)  in  the  cternall  temple  of  cjcleftiall  Jerufalem. 


fi<t(   v*  "TTvXelf 

f^  <rw  MfMX*oi  <f»77,  Lucian.  PhilopAt.  de  templo  Chriflkno, 


^od  (th  emm- 
ims  gentibus 
thfervatum  eft, 
id  mn  nifi  a 
Veofandtum 
e/?»«  Socrates. 

X^P»  Hp«?ot»3-s» 

^isef^,.  Nicet. 

TO  It    WttpSTJT   «- 
^6  77,  Jtfltt    VO|M&/C 

»,   SxiS-at  cfix- 
fip»<  "TroXilsl/- 

uTt.  Alc'jbiad. 
iS^d  thncyd. 


Awd  to  this  purpofe  it  is  obferved ,  that  the  holy  jESUS   firft  ejeded 
the  bcafts   of   Sacrifice  out  of  the  temple ,  and  then  proclaimed  the 
place  holy,  and  the  fceneof  rcprefenting  prayers, which  in  type  inti- 
jfuates  the  fame  thing  which  is  involved  in  the  exprcflion  of  the  next 
words  ,  My  houfe  J^^//  bee  called  the  hbufe  of  prayer  to  all  nations 'y 
now  and  for  ever,  to  the  Jewes  and  to  the  Gentiles  in  all  circum- 
ftances  and  variety  oi  time  2ir\d  nation  ,    GODS   houfes  are  holy  in 
order  to  holy  ufes  *,   the  time  as  unliiiiited  as  the  nations  are  inde- 
finite and  univerfall ',  which  is  the   more  obferveable,  becaufe  it  was 
of  the  outward  courts ,  not  whether  Mofes  rites  alone  were  admitted, 
but  the   naturall  devotion  of  Jewes ,    and    Gentile   Profelytcs,   that 
CHRI  S  T  affirmed  it  to   bee  holy,   to  bee  the    houfe  of  GOD, 
and  the  place  of  prayer  :     So  that  the  Religion  of  publike  places  of 
prayer,  is  not  a  rite  of  Levi,  but  a  naturall  and  prudent  circumf^ance, 
and  advantage  of  religion ',  in  which  all  wife  men  agree ,  wh6  therefore 
muft  have  fome  common  principle  with  influence  upon  all  the  world,  which 
muft  be  the  univocall  caiife  of  the  confent  of  all  men  ',  which  common 
principle  muft  either  be  a  dilate  of  naturall  or  prime  reafon,  or  elfefome 
tradition  from  the  tirft  parents  of  mankiride,  which' becaufe  it  had  order 
inic,  beauty ,  religion,  and  confirmation  from  heaven,  and  no  reafon 
toconteft  againft  it,  it  hath  furpriz'd  the  undeiftandifig,  and  pra^ifes  of  all 
nations.  And  indeed  we  finde,  that  even  in  paradife  GOD  had  that,  which 
is  analogical!  to  a  Church ,  adiftin<!l  place ,  where  he  manifefted  himfclfe 
prefent  in  proper  manner :  For  Adam  and  Eve ,  when  they  had  (rnned,  hid 
themfelves  from  the  prefence  oft\\e  LO  RD  %  and  this  was  the  word  in  all 
defcent  of  the  Church,  for  the  being  of  GOD  in  holy  places,  the  prefince  of 
the  LO  RD  was  there.     And  probably  when  Adam  from  this  intimation, 
oi\a greater  dire^^ion  had  taught  Cain  aad  Abel  to  ofi'cr  facrince  to  G  O  D 

ift 
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in  d  ceruin  flace^  where  tkey  were  obferved  of  each  in  their  fex^ralt  oferirigs      p^^JTlT 

it  became  one  of  the  rules  of  religion,  which  was  derived  to  their  pcOe- 1_ 

rity  by  tradition ,  the  onely  way  they  had  to  communicate  the  dictates  cf 
divine  commandment. 

There  is  no  more  necefTary  to  be  added  in  behalf  of  holy  places ,  and  to 
aflert  them  into  the  family  and  relatives  cf  religion  j  cur  eftimare  and  de-  *• 

portment  toward  them  is  matter  of  pracpjfe,  and  therefore  of  proper  con- 
rderation.     Towh.ich  pmpofel  confider,  that  holy  places  being  the  re- 
fidenceof  GODS  namie  upcn  earth ,  there  where  he  hath  put  it,  that 
by  fi<flion  of  law  it  may  be  the  "^  fauiftuary  and  the  laft  refort  in  all  ca- 
Jamities  "^  and  need ,  G  O  D  hath  fent  his  agents  to  poJ^elTe  them  in  perfon 
for  him.     Churches  and  oratories  are  regions  and  courts  of  Angels,  and  ^  Pftl- z-j  ,j^^ 
they  are  there ,  not  onely  to  miniftcr  to  the  Saints,  but  alfo  they  poiTeOe  $.6. 
them  in  the  right  of  GOD.     There  they  are ;  fo  the  greatcft  and  Prince  ^  . 
of  Spirits  tells  us,  the  holy  Ghoft.     1  farv  the  LORD  fitting  upon  his  fl'j     ^' 
throve ,  and  his  train  piled  the  temple  ,  About  it  flood  the  Serapbhn  j  that  was  ^'^^' '  B°-  '>2. 
GODS  train,  and  therefore  holy  Vavid  knew,  that  his  addrel!es  to  GOD 
wereintheprefenceof  Angels:  ^I will praife thee  with mj whole  heart '^  be-  tva{liot  eiyyixw 
fore  the  gods  will  I  fmg  praifeunto  thee.     Before  the  Angeb^  fo  it  is  in  the  Lxx.  (JistflCy^ 
Septuagint.     And  that  we  might  know,  where  or  how  the  kingly  worfhip-  f^«'  '6  »>»  /"<» 
per  would  pay  this  adoration,  he  addes',  I  will  worjhip  towards  thy  holy  ^'t^^^v  7«'4« 
teviple  ',  and  this  was  fo  known  by  him ,  that  it  became  exprefRve  of  GODS  >y  f^s  *Vf  «>- ' 
manner  of  prefence  in  heaven.     The  charets  of  0  0  D  are  twenty  thoufand^  >f>^«:  n-i  O*?. 
ei'en  thoufands  of  Angels^  and  the  LORD  is  among  them  as  in  Sinai ,  in  the  Orat.  Agrip. 
holy  place  ^  GOD  in  the  midft  of  Angels,  and  the  Angels  mzht  nudit  of  apud  lofeph.  L 
the  holy  place  j  and  G  O  D  in  heaven  in  the  midft  of  that  holy  circle,  as  c.  1 6.  de  bdU 
fere  as  he  is  amongft  Angels  in  the  recefles  of  his  Sand:uary.     Were  the  Judai. 
rudiments  of  the  law  worthy  cf  an  attendance  cf  Angels,  andareaheme-  Pfal.68.  17, 
morialsof  the  Gofpel  deflitute  of  fo  brave  a  retinue  ?  Did  the  beatified  „ 
Spirits  wait  upon  the  types,  and  do  they  decliise  the  office  at  the  miniftra-  j  c«r  &5  ^ 
tion  of  the  fuhftance  ?  Is  the  nature  of  man  made  worfe  (ince  the  hicar-  cerd  ro%}^' 
nation  of  the  Son  of  G  O  D,and  the  Angels  piirchafed  an  exemption  from  cl'-^ytxot  J^i. 
their  miniOery,  (ince  CHRIST  became  our  Brother?  We  have  little  rca-  ^.^^^^^  ^j*'/" 
fon  to  thinke  fo.  And  therefore  S.  Taul{(\\\  makes  ufe  of  the  argument  a-^    ^c  '   '^ 
to  prefle  women  to  modefiy  and  humility  in  Churches,  hecaufe  of  the  An-  ^  "^AmbroC  "» 
gels,  A  nd  upon  the  fame  ftocke  S.  Chr}fd(iome  chides  the  people  of  his  Di-  ^  j  LucaN  ' 
ccefc  for  walking,  and  laughing  and  prating  in  Churches:  the  Church  is  dubitesam^ 
not  a  ji)op  of  rwanufaBures ,  or  mrchandife ,  but  the  place  of  Angels  and  of  ^y^  Anel 
Archangels  ^  the  Court  of  0  OD^  and  the  linage  or  reprefentment  of  heaven  it  ^,^^^j^^^^^^_ 

For  ifwe  we  confider,  that  Chriftianity  is  fomething  more  then  ordi- ^'J,^^ ^f    •  ' 
nary,that  there  are  myfteries  in  our  religion,and  in  none  eire,that  Gods  An-  famrRr^^'^ 
geb  are  miniflring  Spirits  for  our  good ,  and  efpecially  about  the  conveyances  ^^j.  inhpT^i 
of  our  Prayers  j  either  we  muft  thinke  very  low  of  Chriftianity ,  or  that  ^a  a     vg' 
'  greater  things  are  in  it,  then  the  prefence  of  Angels  in  our  Churches  •,  and  c^AplT 
yet,if  there  were  no niorc ,  we  fhould  doe  well  to  behave  oui"  felves  there  f«,f  r        '^^ 
with  the  thoughts  ai^d  apprehenfons  ef  heaven  abcurus  j  ahvayes  remem-  "^J^w  V^' 
bring  ,  that  our  bufinef^e  there  is  an  errand  of  religion  ,  and  G  O  D  is  the  ^y„^  r  .• . 
objeaof  our  wcrfiiippinj^s ,  and  therefore  although  by  cur  weakenelfe  we  f.„*i/f^  ^^^'^ 
arctixtiiuhelowiieCeofmeB,  yet  becanfe  Gods  infinity  is  our  objeift ,  '^^  Lferviu^ 
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^7.f.Tf        v\  ere  very  happy,  if  oiar  anions  did  beare  feme  few  degrees  of  a  proporti- 

*        enable  and  comm^nfiirate  adddrefie. 


■      .  ^  ^        Now  that  the  Angels  are  there  in  the  right  of  GOD,  and  are  a  manner, 

^cTq^^'J'^'  ^"d  an  exhibition  of  the  Divine  prefence,  is  tlierefcre  certain,  becaufe 
Ji^"  V'  ^'  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  '^  ^'^'"^  ''^  ^'^^^  ^'""^  Teiramen:,  that  GOD  appeared,  it  was  by 
/i^f.  25. 17.  gj^  Angel ',  and  the  hw  it  relf,in  the  midft  of  all  the  glorious  terrours  of 
^  Avi<!fJiUit  jj..  itianifeilaticn,  n'As  ordained  by  Angels^  and  a  wordfpoken  by  Angels^  and  yet 
^'■oii'  Ki  -isf'y.'  QQjy  j^  r^j  J  j.^  {^.^^  defctndcd  iipon  the  Mount,  and  in  the  grcaceft  glory, 
^"^"^J  ^/j:jt  ^{-j^,.  gy^j.  [i-^2]|  {3^  revealed  till  the  confummation  of  all  things,  the  mftiH- 
Pytbagnaf,  j^^^^j.  ^^f  ^\j^  Divine  fpiendcur  is  the  apparition  of  Angels  j  for  when  the 
Mcinnomaes  ^  j-j^jy  JeSUS  fliall  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  it  is  added  by  way  of  ex- 
ait  nefasjMjje  piicarioii,  that  is.mth  an  hnft  of  Angels. 

Jna£is  calcei-  ji^q  refult  is,  thofe  words  of  GOD  to  his  people.  Reverence  my  Santiu- 
tisjngredifan-  ^^y^  Yg^:  what  GOD  loves  in  an  efpeciall  manner,  it  is  moft  fit  we  fliould 
ibiirmm ,  eftcem  accordingly.  GOD  loves  the  gates  of  Sion  mne  then  all  the  dwelijvgs 
mt^  veftms  ofj^cob.  The  leaft  turfe  of  hallowed  glebe  is  with  GOD  himfelf  cf  more 
vejpbus  0-  value  then  all  the  Champaigne  of  common  poffeflion.  It  is  betrer  in  all 
^^^a'^'  fe^fes.  The  temple  is  better  then  gold,  faid  our  blefied  Saviour,  and  therefore 

fiift.  Mdrtyr  jj-  ^y^j-^  .^^w  ^-^  Hiould  do  that  which  is  exprefied  in  the  command  of  gi- 
att  Gentes  in  y-^jg  reverence  to  it,  for  we  are  too  apt  to  pay  undue  devotions  to  gold- 
facns  j.7iVKVi'  which  precept  the  holieft  of  that  nation  exprefied  by  worl^iping  towards 
''=^"-i-  the  San^uary,  by  "^  pulling  olT their  fliooes,  when  they  went  into  it,  by 

Intraims  tenu  making  it  the  determination  of  their  religious  addreifes,  by  falling  down 
p^a  compofttij  low  upon  the  earth  in  their  accefies,  by  opening  their  windowes  towards 
ddfacri^cium  it  in  their  private  devotions,  by  calling  it  the  glory  of  their  nation :  as  is  cer- 
oxxeduri  vnl-  tai  n  in  the  infrances  cf  David,  Daniel,  and  the  wife  of  Phinehas,  I  fliall  not 
tmifubmnti-  need  to  fay,  that  the  devouter  Chriftians  in  the  firft  ages  did  worfhip  God 
nms,togamad.  with  folemni ties  of  addrelTe,  when  ever  thxey  entred  into  their  oratories. 
ducinr^,in  om-  it  was  a  civility  JESUS  coraujanded  his  Difciples  to  ufe  to  common  hou- 
Tie  argumen-  fes,  When  ye  enter  into  a  houfefdute  it.  I  fuppcfe  he  meanes  the  dwellers  in 
tuin  modefli^  .  \  t,  and  it  is  cerraine  whst  ever  thofe  devouter  people  did  in  their  religious 
fingimur,Sen.  approaches,  they  deligned  it  to  GOD,  who  v/as  the  Major  domo,  the  Mafter 
Ex  ternplo  illo  of  thofe  alfemblies  j  and  thus  did  the  convinced  Chrifiian  in  S.  Fauls  dif- 
teJucam  ubi  conrfe,  v/hen  he  came  into  the  Church  where  they  were  prophefying  in  a 
non  defpuas.  knowne  language,  thefecrets  of  his  heart  are  nude  TJunifeft^andfo  falling  down- 
Njevius  in  Tri^  on  hi f  face  he  will  rporjhip  GOD. 

pJMllo.Quoore  It  was  no  unhandfome  exprefTion  of  reverencing  Gods  Sand:iiary,  that 
Thurarius  pious  people  ever  ufed  in beftowing  coftly  and  fair  ornaments  upon  it,  fcT- 
Chriftianusfi  fo  all  the  Chriftians  d'Aj  as  foon  as  themfelves  came  from  contempt  and 
per  tcwpk  fcorn,  they  raifed  Chriftian  Oratories  to  an  equall  portion  of  their. 
tranftbit,  fn-  honour  ',  and  by  tliis  way  they  thought  they  did  honour  to  G  O  D,  who 
Tmrdes  aras  de  v/is  the  Nuv;en  cf  the  place.  Not  that  a  rich  houfe  or  coftly  ofiertory  is  bet- 
fpust  ^  Tert.  de  ter  inrefpefi  of  GOD,  for  to  him  all  is  alike,  favethat  in  equall  abilities. 
Jdol.c.i.Concil  our  devotion  is  diuinguifhed  by  them,  and  be  the  ofiering  never  fa 
Gangr.cap.$.    contepmtible,  it  is  a  rich  devotion ,  that  givei  the  beft  we  have ,  hecaufe 

aVjiS'atf.it  ci^iKpdi^    r<z?i'3-/H  !       e^.Wx  fill  iuvJ'i    yj.fS'^oi  dy^tCvl^  EpfAliiht.       TO   ii^iiXis-<iiOi  ftpiAfireef 

<;ilx5f  n:>Qf'^i  yt'cf-.,  Hierocin  Pyth.PUhsdevota  veniperq,  hAc  commercia  difce:Terr€no  cenfu,reg--, 
mfjtpexna  petiSifuplicins  Pan  expsHtjone  Ecckfia  JSAndrean^  in  Roma,  although 
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although  if  all  the  wealth  of  the  Levant  were  united  into  aprefcnt,  it  '    p 
werelhortof  GODS  intinity:  yet  fuch  an  ofetory,  or  any  Left  we  ^' 

have,  makes denioftration,  that,  if  we  had  an  oflerhig  infinitely  better,  ~ 

we  fhould  give  it  to  exprelTe  our  love,  and  our  beliefe  of  G  O  D  S  infinite 
merit  and  perfedion.     And  therefore  let  not  the  widows  two  mites  be- 
come a  precedent  to  the  infrance  ,  and  value  of  our  donation  ',  and  be- 
caufe  fhe  who  gave  no  more  ,  was  accepted,  think  that  two  farthings  is 
at  fit  to  becaft  into  the  Corban  as  two  thoiifand  pound.     For  the  reafon 
why  our  hlcfled  SAVIOUR  commended  the  widows  oblation  was  for 
the  greatnefTe  of  it,  not  the  fmalLnelTe,//;?  gave  dljhe  had,  even  all  her  living^ 
therefore  fhe  was  accepted.  And  indeed  fince  GOD  gives  to  us  more  then 
enough,  beyond  our  neceflities,  much  for  our  conveniency ,  much  for  eafe, 
much  for  repute,  muchfor  pi^blike  complyances,  for  variety,  for  content, 
for  pleafure,  for  ornament,  wefliould  deal  unworthily  with  GO  DAI-  DeliSfa  Afa]^- 
mighty ,  if  we  limit  and  rtfkain  our  retuines  to  him,  by  conlining  them  rum  Jrmnerhus 
within  the  narrow  bounds  of  meere  neceffity.    Certainly  beggerly  fer-  lues  Rcmane    ' 
vices  and  cheapnelTe  is  not  more  pleafing  to  GOD ,  then  a  rich  and  magni    donee  templa 
ficentaddrefic.  To  the  beft  of  eliences  the  beft  of  prefents  is  mofl  proporti-  refecerh  ^def{ 
onable,and^lfhoughtheferviceof  the  foul,  and  fpirit  is  n\oh  dck^^hle  fabentes  Deo- 
and  eftcemed  by  GOD,  yet  becaufe  our  fouls  are  ferved  by  things  perifning  rum,  ^  F^eda. 
andmatcriall,  andweareof  thatconftitution,  that  by  the  body  we  ferve  nigrl  ftmuU- 
the  fpirit,  and  by  both  we  ferve  G  O  D,  as  the  fpirit  is  chiefiy  to  be  offered  chrafumo. 
to  GOD,  becaufe  it  is  better  then  the  body,  fo  the  richeft  oblation  is  the  Hor.  l.  2'od  6 
beft  in  an  equall  power,  ^nd  the  fame  perron->becaufe  it  is  the  beft  of  things  Impktatis  no- ' 
material! :  and  although  it  hath  not  the  oxellency  of  the  Spirit :  it  hath  an  tatur  Zenoqmd 
excellency  that  a  cheap  oblation  hath  not,and  at  leaft  is  capable  of  the  fame  dixerh  ifZ  ^ 
commendation  from  the  piety  of  the  prefenters  fpirit,  and  may  be  as  much  «y  u^  ii^oJhuth 
purifyed,  and  made  holy  as  the  cheaper  or  tlie  more  contemptible.    GOD  Et  Barbara. 
hath  no  where  eypreired,that  he  accepts  of  a  cheaper  offering,  but  when  we  rum  Gentium 
are  not  able  to  give  him  better.  When  the  people  brought  oflerings  more  mos  erat  aras 
then  enough  for  the  tabernacle,  Mofes  reftrained  their  forwardneile  by  fay-  t>i]s  ponerem 
ing  itwas  enough,  but  yet  commended  the  difpofition  highly,  and  wiflied /«a/  nemnri- 
it  might  be  perpetuall :  But  GOD  chid  the  people,  when  they  let  his  houfe  bus  k-  monti 
lye  waft  without  reparation  of  its  decaying  beauty  *,  and  therefore  fent  fa-  um^ ]upjs    ei 
mines  upon  the  land,&  acurfe  into  their  eftare,  becaufe  they  would  nor  by.  quod'Veos 
giving  a  portion  to  religion  fan(aify  and  fecure  all  the  reft.    For  the  way  for  tcirrplis  mclu- 
a  man  to  be  a  faver  by  his  religion  is  to  depofite  one  part  of  his  eftate  in  the  dendos  non  eff- 
tempie,  and  one  in  the  hands  of  the  poor,  for  thefe  are  GODS  treafury,  and  dixerant 
ftewards  refpe<f^ivelyi  and  this  is  laying  up  treafures  in  heaven;,  and  befides, 
that  it  will  procure  bleiTmg  to  other  parts,  it  will  help  to  fave  our  fouls,  and 
that  5  good  hu(bandry,thar's  worth  the  faving. 

For  I  coniider,  that  thofe  riches  and  beauties  in  Churches  and  religious  12, 

folemnities,  which  adde  nothing  to  GOD,adde  much  devotion  to  us,  and 
much  honour  and  eflicacy  to  devotion.  Forfince  imprefrion  is  made  upon  r^-ct'cS^jV/ kjX-:** 
the  foul  by  the  intervening  of  corporall  things,  our  religion  and  devotion  of  «;.  i^y,ciic:t\^l 
the  foul  receives  the  addition  of  many  degrees  by   fuch  in^rumcms.  eiyJm.  Fbilt, 
Infomuch  that  we  fee  perfons  of  the  greareft  fancy,   and  fuch  who  are 
molt  pleafed  with  outward  fairnef!es  are  moft  religious.     Great  imder- 
ftandings    make  religion   lafting  and    reafonable  ,    hut  great  fancies 
make  it  more  fcrupulous,  ftrid,  operative,  and  effeduall ,   And  there- 

Cc  2  ibi%t 
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"  p*rt   11     ^'^^■^it^isfnnge,  that  wc  fhall  beftow  fuch  great  expences  to  make  our 

owne  houfes  convenient  and  dele(^able,  that  we  may  entertaine  our  felves 

with  complacency  and  appetite,  and  yet  think  that  religion  is  not  worth 
the  ornament,  nor  our  fancies  tit  to  be  carried  into  the  choyce,  and  pro- 
fccution  of  religious  anions  with  fvveetnere,  entertainments,  and  fair  pro- 
portions. If  v/e  fay  that  GOD  is  not  the  better  for  a  rich  houfe,  or  a  cofily 
fervice',  we  may  i-lfo  remember,  that  neither  are  we  the  better  for  rich 
clothes  h  and  the  flieep  v/ill  keep  us  as  modefif ,  as  warme,  and  as  cleane, 
as  the  illk-v/orn)  j  and  a  gold  chaine,  or  a  carkenet  of  pearle  does  no 
Hiore  contribute  to  our  happinelfe,  then  it  does  to  the  fervice  of  Religion. 
For  if  we  reply,  that  they  help  to  the  efteem,  and  reputation  or  our  per- 
fons,  and  the  diftin^^ion  of  them  fl-om  the  vulgar  ,  from  the  fervants  of  the 
lot  of  Ijfacbar^  and  adde  reverence  and  veneration  to  us ',  how  great  a 
fliameisit,  if  r/e  ftudy  by  great  expences  to  get  reputation,  and  acci- 
dental! advantages  to  our  felves,  and  not  by  the  fanie  meanes  to  purchafc 
reverence  and  efteem  to  religion  ?  fince  we  fee  that  Religion  amongft 
perfons  of  ordinary  underftandings  receives  as  much  externall  and  acci- 
dental! advantages  by  the  accefTion  of  exteriour  ornaments  and  accom- 
modation, as  we  our  felves  can,  by  rich  clothes,  and  garments  of  wealth, 
ceremony  and  diftindion.     And  as  in  Princes  Courts  the  reverence  to 
Princes  is  quickned,  and  increafed  by  an  outward  ftate  and  glory:So  alfo  it 
is  in  the  fervice  of  G  O  D  j  although  the  underftandings  of  men  are  no 
Rior^  fatisiied  by  a  pompous  magnificence ,  then  by  a  cheap  plainneOe , 
yet  the  eye  is,  and  the  fancy,  and  the  affe^ions ,  and  the  fences,  that 
is,  many  of  our  faculties  are  more  pleafed  with  Religion,  when  Religion 
by  fuch  inftruments  and  conveyances  pleafesthcm.  And  it  was  noted  by 
«Ho '  am  tanto  So^omen  concerning  Vakns  the  Arrian  Emperour ,  that  when  he  came  to 
dTcT'"'^'^"^  ^^/4rf4  in  CappidocM  he  praifed  S.Baftl  their  Bifhop,  and  upon  more  ealie 
<io*^U?fm4^e" Vur  ^™^^ ''^^^^^^  ^  becaufe  he  was  a  grave  pcrfon,  and  did 

convencdqne     ^'^  ^^^Y  offices  with  reverent,  and  decent  addrefics,  and  kept  his  Chuich- 
ageret.  al!emblies  with  much  ornament  and  folemnity. 

j^  But  when  I  confider  that  faying  of  S.  Gregory  ^  That  the  Church  ii 

h>ui\»7itirh     ^^2ve"  ^^Jthin  the  Tabernacle,  Heaven  dwelling  among  the  formes  of 
i«»i^  V/        ^<^n-.  and  remember  that  GOD    hath  ftudded  all   the   Firmament, 
..„^    "^         ^"^  paved  it  with  flarres,  Ixcaufe  he  loves  to  have  his  houfe  beau- 
^*  teous,  and  highly  reprefentative  of  his  Glory ,  I  fee  no  reafon  we  fhould 

not  do  as  Apollinaris  fayes  GOD  does.  In  earth  do  the  worhj  of  heaven.  For 
S^or  tl  f«V-»  he  is  the  GOD  of  beauties,  and  perfe^ions,  and  every  excellency  in  the 
xjyaxb  1/^/0;,  Creature  is  a  portion  of  influence  from  the  Divinity,  and  therefore  is  the 
t5  }^'  to;k7)(  beft  inftrument  of  conveying  honour  to  him,  who  made  them  for  no  other 
n  dtupict  ^=,j/-  end,  but  for  liis  own  honour,  as  the  laft  refort  of  all  other  ends  for  which 
MSf^a,  Arjft.     they  were  created. 

1 4.  But  the  heft:  manner  to  reverence  the  Sand^uary  is  by  the  continuation  of 

GravjUs  ho-  fuch  aftions,which  gin^  it  the  tirft  title  of  holines.//o/7ne/  becometh  thine  houfe 
nefla^  diligen-  for  ei^er,raid  David^San^a  f^n^is^holy  perfons,and  holy  rites  in  holy  placesj 
tia  attonita^  that  as  it  had  the  firft  relation  offan^ity  by  the  confecration  of  a  holy  and 
cura  follkhaj  reverend  Minifter,&  prefident  of  religion,fo  it  may  be  perpetuated  in  holy 
apparitio  devo- 

ta^  et  procejJJ9  modefia.  Terml  de  pr<i^fcripf^conflmnt  ad  Ecclefiam  cajia  cekbrhate^  konefla  utriuf- 
quefexus  aifcretme.  S,  Ah^.1.2,  c.28.  dechit,  Dei. 
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and  receive  the  daily  confccration  by  the  afTiflance  of  fan<!lified,  and  rtii-      Y^dnU 
gious  ^erfons.    F oris  canes ^  dogs  and  crlmini!  II  pcrfons  are  unfit  for  Chur- 


ches-, the  heft  crnanicnt  and  beaiiry  cf  a  Church  is  a  holy  Prieft  andaM^vr^^S'  Ith 
fan(fti'.led  people.  For  fince  Angtls  dv/cil  in  Churches,  and  GOD  hath  -„,-:t  ■,  ,^^„.  ». 
niade  his  Name  to  dwell  there  too,  if  there  alio  h*'a  holy  people ,  ;,j,,«j  ii"*io/ i- 
thac  there  be  Saints  as  well  as  Angels,  it  is  a  holy  fchov/Di'jp,  and  a  .vlot  ^o^pcruy^r 
blefled  communion:  But  to  fee  a  Devill  there,  would  fcare  the  moft  ^  tf>x^^f,9,' 
confident  and  bold  fancy ,and  difturb  the  good  meeting  j  and  fuch  is  every  rtKiMi^i  tU^  i- 
wicked  and  graceleffe  perfon  :  Have  I  not  chofen  twelve  of  you,  and  one  of  you  «„-]«  ^t,yi^,  ^ 
is  a  Devill  ?  An  evill  (oule  is  an  evill  fpirit,  and  fuch  are  no  good  orna-  ,^,,  „;  y}^j  . 
menrs  forTempIesjand  it  is  a  fliame  that  a  goodly  Chriftian  Church  fiiouid  ^^^^    t.;  ^„'» 
be  like  an  Egyptian  Temple,  without,  goodly  buildings  •,  within,  a  Dog  t^^'^.  ^^^  i^,^ 
or  a  Cat  for  the  Deity  they  a/dcre  :  It  is  worfe,  if  in  ouraddreffes  to  holy  75  ^^cmLil'^^ 
places,  and  offices  we  beare  our  lulls  under  oui-  garments.    For  Dogs  and  ,,  ^-  Hierocl 
Cats  are  of  GODS  making,  but  our  lufts  are  not ',  but  i.re  GODS  enemies,  ^nPyth 
and  therefore  befides  the  unholinefle  it  is  an  aftront  to  GOD  to  bring  them  s^^  /    *  ^pi^ 
alone,  and  it  defiles  the  place  in  a  great  decree.  .""^"^  ^, 

r  or  there  is  a  dehlmg  or  a  Temple  by  infinuatjon  of  impuntrcs,  and  ano-  ^v  -^  ^j^  ^J^ 
ther  by  direftandp/itfv?j)ro;)/;4n^t/o^,  anda  thkd  by  exprejfe  "^  facriledie^  ?*'^  V.*^**? 
this  dejiles  a  Temple  to  the  ground.  Every  ftnall  finne  is  an  unwelcome  gueft,  ^^  ''*  ^  °  T" 
and  is  a  fpot  in  thofc  Feafts  of  charity,  which  entertain  us  often  in  GODS  J^'^(^^*f^^* 
houfes. j  but  there  are  fome  (  and  all  great  crimes  are  fuch  )  which  defe-  v^r  -^  e 
crate  the  place,  unhallow  the  ground,  as  to  our  particulars,  ftop  the  afcent  7  "^  *"'  ^  ?" 
of  our  prayers,  obfirud  the  current  of  Gods  blefTing,  turn  Religion  into  °'^3^"'f^'^" 
bitternelTe,  and  devotion  into  gall  j  fuch  as  are  markt  in  Scripture  with  a  77'°'  '^''^''*' 


diftinguiftiing  charafter^as  enemies  to  the  peculiar  difpofitions  of  religion^     A^-     j 
and  fuch  are  unchaftity,  which  defiles  the  Temples  of  our  bodies  *,  covetouf-  -yP^^  aems 
n#,  which  fetsupan  Idol  infteadof  GOD*,  and  unmerafulne^e,  which  \s    rVk       ' 
a  direft  enemy  to  the  mercies  of  G  O  D,  and  the  faire  returne  of  our  pray-  •  ^^^Pp^^^^. 
crs.  He  that  fhewes  not  the  mercies  of  almcs,  of forgivenefie  and  comfort,  ^^^-^H^^^^j  f^' 
is  forbid  to  hope  for  comfort,  reliefe  or  forgivenclTe  from  tlie  hands  ^^^^^•>y^^"m^ 
GOD.  A  pure  minde  is  the  bcft  manner  of  worfhip,  and  the  impurity  of  ^^^    • 
a  crime  is  the  greateft  contradiftion  to  the  honour  and  religion  of  holy    ^^^'^^'>^^  ^* 
places ;  and  therefore  let  us  imitate  the  precedent  of  the  mofi:  religious  of  ^i'^^^^^^"^^*' 
K'mgs^  J  will  wajl)  my  hands  in  innocency,   0  LORD,  andfewilll^oto  thine  a  ?' 
Altar,  alwayes  rcmembring  thofe  decretory  and  finall  words  of  S.  JFaul  He^  rr       j    ^ 
that  defi-ies  a  temple,  him  will  God  deftroy.  '  ^    ^''  ''^'  ^ 

admoveam 

1:  L    n   r  r,  iL    M  '     J  .  ...      .  templis.et farre 

litabo,Perf.  Sat.7,  '^  Ammadverto gratmem  exi(^imar7,qHi  delubris  Deorumpuram,  caftam- 
que  mntem,quamqmmeditatum  carmen  intukrit.  Plin.feepan.Trajan.  'A^m  3  »ao7o  -^y^'<r^^ 
o/oi-  io,T=fc  Hfxc?«'^ .     4.ymar  j5-i  cfon^ir  oncf.  Porphyr.  de  non  efu  animal,  l.i.     Optimus  mmui 


3  Th£ 


^^^^  ^^°       JtiJfaJ^^^/i^^(^Ai^^^^^^it9^:4?4>:m^^^^*^49A 


The  Prayer. 

OEtemall  GOD,  who  drvellefl  not  in  temples  made  with  htndf,  the  Heaven 
of  Heavens  is  not  able  to  containe  thee,  and  yet  thmart  pleafed  to  manrfejl 
thy  prefence  amongjl  the  fins  ofmenby  fpedallijfues  of  thy  favour  and  henediBion; 
make  my  body  and  fink  to  be  a  temple  pure  and  holy,  apt  for  the  entertainments 
tfthe  holyjESVS\and  for  the  habitation  of  the  H.Spirit.LORD  be  pleafed,with 
thy  rod  cfpaternall  difiipline  to  caft  out  all  impure  Ikjfs,  all  worldly  afelHons,  all 
(Qvetous'de fires  from  this  thy  temple,  that  it  may  be  a  place  of  prayer  and  medita^ 
tisn,  of  holy  appetites  and  chafie  thoughts,  of  pure  intentions,  and  xjalous  de fires 
if  plea  fw^  thee  ;  that  I  m.ay  become  alfi  afacrijice  as  well  as  a  temple,  eaten  up 
with  the  z^eale  of  thy  glory,  and  confumed  with  the  fire  oflove,that  not  one  thought 
may  be  entertained  by  me  hutfuch  as  may  be  like  perfume,  breathing  from  the. 
iiltar  ofmcenfe ;  and  not  a  word  may  pajfe  from  me,  but  may  have  the  accent  of 
heaven  upon  it,  and  found  pie  afantly  in  thy  eares.  0  deareft  GOD  fill  every  facul- 
ty of  my  fiule  with  iwprejfes,  difpofitions,  capacities  and  aptneffes  of  religion,  and 
do  thou  hdlow  my  fiule,  that  I  may  bepojfeffed  with  zeale  and  religious  afeBionsy 
loving  thee  above  all  things  in  the  worlds  worjhipping  thee  with  the  humblefi  a- 
derations  and  frequent  addrejfes,  continually  fee  dmg  upon  the  apprehenftms  of  thy 
divme  fweetnejfe,  and  confideration  of  thy  infinite  excellencies  and  obfervations  of 
thy  righteous  commandments,  and  the  feaft  of  the  holy  Confidence  as  an  anteptft  of 
eternity,  and  conftgnatitnto  tbejoyes  of  Heaven,  through  JESVS  CHRIST 
•ur  LOKD   Amen. 

Sed.  12. 
Of  ]zs}X$  departure  into  Galilee  ^  his  manner 
of  life  5  miracles ,  and  preaching  ^  his  calling 
&fDifcipleSj  and  n^hat  happened  untill 
thefecond  Pajfeoz^er. 

__^j^^-  Hen  JESUS  underftood  th^tj^ohn  was  caft  into  prifon,and  that 
^'  S\^^^S  the  Pharifees  were  envious  at  him  for  the  great  nmlcicudes  of 

people  that  reforted  to  his  Baptifmcwhich  he  miniftred  not 
in  his  own  perfon,  but  by  the  deputation  of  his  Difciples,. 
^,^  ^,^  ^..  they  finifhing  the  miniftration  which  himfelf  began,  (who 
Mud  NicPth  as  Et^oJm;  Bifliop  of  Antioch  reports,  baptized  Peter  onely,  and  Ffter  bap- 
^uamcepn..  ^^^^  Andrer^,  James  and  John,  and  they  others)  helefty«J^,  and 
i^.c,:^mju    ^^^^  j^^^  Onlike  y  and  in  his  paflage  he.  niuft  touch  Sychar  a  citie 
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of  5amaria,  where  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  the  wearinefe  of  his  joLir-      p^iTTli 

ney  he  fate  himfelf  down  upon  the  niaigent  of  Jacobs  well  j  whither  when 1_ 

his  Difciples  were  gone  to  buy  meat,  a  Samaritan  woman  cometh  to  draw 

water ,  of  whom  JESUS  afked  fome  to  cool  his  thirft ,  and  refrelh  his  y 

wearinefle. 

Little  knew  tlie  woman  the  cycellcncy  of  the  perfon  that  afked  fo  2. 

fmall  a  charity  ',  neither  had  fhe  been  taiight,  that  a  cup  ol  cold  water 
given  to  a  Difcipleiliould  be  rewarded,  and  much  rather  fuch  a  prefent/  to 
the  L  O  R  D  himfelf.  But  fhe  profecuted  the  fpite  of  her  nation ,  and  the  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 
intereft  and  quarrellof  the  fchifme  and  inftead  of  wafhing  JESUS  feet,  and  ^j^^  eademtrili 
giving  him  drink,  deraanded,why  he  being  a  Jew  fhould  alk  water  of  a  Sa-  ^acra  colcnti, 
maritan :  for  the  Jewes  have  no  intercourfe  with  the  Samaritans.  QHsfuum  ad 

The  ground  of  the  quarrell  was  this.     In  the  fixt  yeer  of  Hex^ekUh  ^^.^^^^^I'^'lt^ 
Salrnxna^ar  King  of  AtTyrik  facked  Samaria  tranfported  the  Ifraelitesto  jiyenal.      *' 
Aflyria ,  and  planted  an  Alfyrian  Colony  in  the  Town  and  Countrey,  who  >, 

by  Divine  vengeance  were  deftroyed  by  Lyons ,  which  no  power  of  man 
could  retrain  or  leilen.  The  King  thought  the  caufe  was  their  not  ferving 
the  GOD  of  Ifrael  according  to  the  rites  of  Afofcsy  and  therefore  fenc 
a  Jewifh  captive  Prieft  to  inftru<^  the  remanent  inhabitants  in  the  Jewifh 
icligionj  who  fo  learned  and  praftifedit,  that  they  ft  ill  retained  the  fii- 
perftition  of  the  Gentile  rites  j  till  Afanajfes  the  Brother  of  Jaddi  the 
high  Prieft  at  Jerufalem  married  the  daughter  of  SanbalUt^  who  was  the 
Governour  under  King  Darius,  Manaffes  being  reproved  for  marrying 
aftranger,  the  daughter  of  an  uncircumcifed  Gentile  and  admonillied  to 
difmille  her,  flycs  to  Samaria,  perfwades  his  Father  in  law  to  build  a 
temple  in  Mount  Gerizim,  introduces  the  rites  of  daily  Sacrifice,  and 
makes  himfelf  high  Prieft,  and  began  to  pretend  to  be  the  true  fuccef- 
forof  Aaron  ^  and  commences  a  Schifme,  In  the  time  of  Alexander  the 
Great.  From  whence  the  Queft ion  of  religion  grew  fohigh,  that  it  be- 
gat difafledions,  anger,  animofityes,  quarrells,  bloodfhed  and  murders, 
not  onely  in  Paleftine ,  but  where  ever  a  Je\v  and  Samaritan  had  the  ill 
fortune  to  meet:  Such  being  the  nature  of  men,  that  they  think  it  the 
greateft  injury  in  the  world,  when  other  men  are  not  of  their  mindes^ 
and  that  they  pleafe  GOD  moft,  when  they  are  moft  furioufly  zealous  j 
and  no  zeal  better  to  be  exprefled  then  by  hating  all  thofe  whom  they  are . 
pleafed  to  think  GOD  hates.  Tliis  Schifme  was  profecuted  with  the 
greateft  fpite ,  that  ever  any  was  becaufe  both  the  people  were  much  given 
to  fuperftition  ,  and  this  was  helped  forward  by  the  conftitution  of  their 
religion,  confiftingmuchin  externallsand  ceremonialls ,  and  which  they 
cared  not  much  to  hallow  and  make  morall  by  the  intcrtexture  of  fpirituafl 
fenfes  and  charity.  And  therefore  the  Jewes  called  the  Samaritans  ^c-  Jofe^hmui. 
curfed^  the  Samaritans  at  the  Pafchall  folenmity  would  at  midnight ,  when  /.  i  p.  c.  3. 
the  Jewes  Temple  was  open ,  fcatter  dead  mens  bones  to  profane  and 
defecrate  the  place,  and  both  would  fight,  and  eternally  difpute  the 
Queftion,fcmetimes  referring  it  to  arbitrators,  and  then  the  conquered  par- 
ty would  decline  die  arbitration  after  fentence,  which  they  did  at  Alexan- 
dria ht^oreFtolorndiH!  Fhilojnetor  when  Andronku!  had  by  a  rare  and  exquifite 
oration  procured  fentence  againft  theodofms  &  Sabbstus  the  Samaritan  advo- 
cates. The  fentence  was  given  for  Jerufalem,  and  the  fchifme  increafed,and 
lafted  till  the  time  of  our  SAVIOURS  conference  with  this  woman. 

Cc  4  And 
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Pirc  II.  And  it  was  fo  implanted  and  woven  in  with  every  nnderflanding,  that 
when  the  woman  perceived  j  E  S  U  S  to  be  a  Prophet ,  file  undertook 

4.  this  Qiiefrion  with  hiin.  Our  fathers  vporjhipped  in  this  wountam  ,  and  ye 
fay  that  Jt>  ufalem  is  the  }kce^  where  men  ought  to  worjJnp.  J  E  S  U  S  knew 
the  Schifme  was  great  enough  aheady  ,  and  wf.s  not  willing  to  make  the 
rent  wider,  and  though  he  gave  teftimony  to  the  truth  by  faying,  Sal- 
^Ation  is  of  the  Jevces^  and  we  know  what  weworjbip,  ye  do  not :  Yet  becaufe 
thefubjeft  of  this  Qneflion  was  flicrtly  to  be  taken  away,  ]  E  S  U  S  takes 
©Gcafion  to  preach  the  Gofpell ,  to  hafven  an  expedient,  and  by  way  of 
anticipation  to  reconcile  the  difagreeing  interefts,  and  fettle  a  revelation 
to  be  verified  for  ever.  Neither  here  ,  nor  there  by  w^y  of  confinement, 
no  one  Conntrey  mere  then  another,  but  where  ever  any  man  ihall  call  up- 
on GOD  in  fpirit  and  truth ,  there  he  fliali  be  heard. 

5,  But  all  this  while  the  holy  JESUS  was  a  thirft ,  and  therefore 
haftens  at  leaft  to  difcourfe  of  water ,  though  as  yet  he  got  none. 
He  tells  her  of  living  water  of  eternall  fatisfadions ,  of  never  rhirfj.ig 
again ,  of  her  own  perfonall  condition  of  niatrimoniall  relation ,  and  pro- 
felTes  himfelf  to  be  the  Mejpas.  And  then  was  interrupted  by  the  coming 
of  his  Difciples ,  whowondredtofeehinialone  talk  with  a  woman,  be- 
fides  his  cuftome,  and  ufuall  refervation.  But  the  Woman  full  of  joy  and 
wonder  left  her  water-pot ,  and  ran  to  the  city  to  publifli  the  MefTias ,  and 
immediately  all  the  city  came  out  to  fee  ,  and  many  believed  on  him  upon  the 
tejiitiiony  of  the  woman ,  and  more  when  they  heard  his  own  difcourfes. 
They  invited  him  to  the  Town,  and  received  him  with  hofpitable  civilities 
iox  two  dayes ,  after  which  he  departed  to  his  own  Galilee. 

^  JESUS    therefore  came   into    the  Countrey ,    where  he  was  re- 

ceived with  refped  and  fair  entertainment,  becaufe  of. the  miracles, 
which  the  Galileans  faw  done  by  him  at  the  fcaftv  and  being  at  Ca- 
na  where  he  wrought  the  firfl  miracle,  a  Noble  ptrfonage,  a  little 
King  fay  fome ,.  a  Palatine  fayes  Saint  ffiercme ,  a  kingly  perfon  cer- 
tsinly,  came  to  jESUS  with  much  reverence  and  defire^  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  cure,  his  Sonne  now 
ready  to  dye,  which  he  feconds  with  much  importunity^  fearing  leaft 
his  Sonne  be  dead ,  before  he  get  thither.  J  E  S  U  S  who  did  not 
do  his  miracks  by  naturall  operations,  cured  the  childe  at  diftance, 
and  difmiifed  the  Prince,  telling  him,  his  fonne  lived,  which  by 
narration  of  his  fcrvanrs  he  found  to  be  true ,  and  that  he  recovered 
at  the  fame  time,  when  jESUS  fpake  thefe  falutary  and  healing 
words-,  Upon  which  accident  he  and  all  his  houfe  became  Dif- 
ciples. 

-^  And   now    jESUS   left   Nazareth,   and   came  to  Capernaum  a 

maritime  town,  and  of  great  refort,  chooiing  that  for  his  fcene  of 
preaching,  and  his  place  of  dwelling.  For  now  the  time  was  flil- 
tilled,  the  owct  of  the  Baptift  was  expired,  and  the  kingdcme  of 
GOD  was  at  hand.  He  therefore  preached  the  Summe  cf  the  Gof- 
pell,  Faith  and  repentance.  Repent  ye  and  believe  the  Oofpell.  And 
what  that  Gofpeli  was,  the  fumuie  and  fcries  of  all  his  fcfmons  after 
wards  did  declare. 

The  work  was  now  grown  high  and  pregnant,  and   jESUS  faw  it 

^'  convcuiciit  to  choofc  Difciples  to  his   niinifiery  aud  fervice,.  in  the 

work 
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worke  of  preaching,  and  to  be  wirncfes  of  ail,  that  he  fiiould  fay      p^^  jj 

^oe  or  teach,  for  ends,  which  were  afterwards  made  publike  and  ex- ; 

cellenf,  JESUS  therefore  as  he  walked  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee  called 
Simon  and  Andrtv^  who  knew  him  before  by  the  preaching  of  John^ 
and  now  left  all,  their  fljip  and  their  net,  and  followed  him.  And 
when  he  was  gone  a  little  farther,  he  calls  the  two  fons  of  Zcbedecy 
James  and  John  ^  and  they  went  after  him  :  and  with  this  family  he 
goes  up  and  downe  the  whole  Galilee  preaching  the  Gofpell  of  the 
Kingdomc,  healing  all  manner  of  difeafes,  curing  demoniacks,  cleanf- 
ing  lepers,  and  giving  ftrength  to  Paralytickcs ,  and  lame  people 

But,   when   the  people  prelfed    on  him,    to  heare  the  word   of 
GOD,  he  flood  by  the  lake   of  Genefareth ,   and  prcfently  entring  ^* 

into  Simons  fhip  commanded  him  to  lanch  into  the  deep  ,  and  from 
thence  he  taught  the  peof^le,  and  there  wrought  a  miracle*,  for  being 
LORD  of  the  Crearutes  he  commanded  the  fiflies  of  the  Sea,  and 
they  obeyed.  For  when  S'mon ,  who  had  f  fiied  all  night  in  vaine, 
let  down'his  net  at  the  command  of  jESUS,  he  inclofed  fo  great 
multitude  of  fifhes,  that  the  net  brake,  and  the  fifliermen  were  a- 
niazed ,  and  fearefull  at  fo  prodigious  a  draught.  But  beyond  the- 
miracle  it  was  intended ,  that  a  reprefentation  fhould  be  made  of  the 
plenitude  of  the  Cadiolick  Church,  and  multitudes  of  believers 
who  fliould  be  taken  by  Simon  ,  and  the  reft  of  the  Difciples ,  whom 
by  that  miracle  he  confignd  to  become  fifhers  of  men  ',  who  by  their  ar- 
tifices of  prudence  and  holy  do<^rine  might  gaine  foules  to  GOD,  that 
when  the  net  fhould  be  drawne  to  fhore  and  feparation  made  by  the 
Angels,  they  and  their  difciples  might  be  differenced  from  the  reprobate 
portion. 

But  the  light  of  the  Sun  ufes  not  to  be  confined  to  a  Province  or  a  K  ing-  i  o- 

dome  ',  fo  great  a  Prophet  and  fo  divine  a  Phyfitian,  and  fo  great  miracles 
created  a  fame  loud  as  thunder,  but  not  fo  full  of  fadneifc  and  prefage.  Im- 
mediately the  fame  of  jESUS  went  into  all  Syria,  and  there  came  to  him 
nmltitudcs  from  Galilee,Decapolis,  Jerufalem  and  Judea.  And  all  that  had 
any  (icke  with  divers  difeafes  brought  them  to  him,and  he  laid  his  ha\  ds  on 
every  one  of  them  and  healed  tbem.  And  when  he  cured  thelunatlcksand 
and  perfons  pol^effed  withevill  fpirits,  the  Devills  cryed  out  and  co»- 
feffed  him  to  be  C  H  R  I S  T  the  5c4i  of  G  OD  ',  but  he  Yuf^ered  them  not, 
choofing  rather  to  worke  faith  in  the  perfvafons  of  his  Difciples  by 
morall  arguments,  and  the  placid  demonft  rations  of  the  fpirir,  tkit  there 
might  in  faith  be  an  excellency  in  proportion  to  the  choice",  and  that  it 
might  not  be  made  vioIent,by  the  convidionand  forced  teftimonyes  of  ac- 
curfed  and  unwillisg  fpirits. 

But  when  jESUS  faw  his  affembly  was  grown  full  ,  and  his  audi-  lic- 

ence numerous,  hewcRtup  into  a  m.ounrarn ,  and  when  his  Difciples^ 
came  unto  him  he  made  that  admirable  Sermon,  called  the  Sermon 
upon  the  mount ",  which  is  a  Divine  repofirory  of  fucli  cjcei'lent 
truths,  and  myflerious  di<^ates  of  fecret  Theology,  that  contains  a  brevi- 
ary of  all  thofe  precepts,  which  integrate  the  morality  of  Chriftian religi- 
on", prefTing  the  morall  precepts  given  hyMofcs  and  enlarging,  their  obligati- 
on by  a  ftrider  fenfe,  and  more  fevereeypofnion:  that  their  righreoufnelTe 
raightexcecd  the  righccoufnelle  of  the  Scribes  iind  Pharlfee.  j^reaches  per-^- 

fc<^ion. 
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Part   II    '  ^^<^io"9  and  the dcxftrines of  meeknefle ,  poverty  of  fpirit,  Chriftian 
-. L  '  mourning,  defrc  of  holy  things,  mercy  anil  purity,  peace  and  tollera- 

*  tion  of  injuries,  affixing  a  fpeciall  promife  of  blciTmg  to  be  the  guerdon 
'  and  inheritance  of  thofe  graces,  and  fpirituall  excellencies.  Heexpli- 
'  cates  fome  parts  of  the  Decalogue,  and  addes  appendices  and  precepts 

*  of  his  own.  He  teaches  his  Difciplcs  to  pray ,  how  to  fail ,  how  to  give 
'alms,  contempt  of  the  world,  not  to  judge  others,  forgiving  injurier, 
*an  indifferency  and  incur ioufneffe  of  temporall  provifions ,  and  a 
'feeking  of  the  kingdome  cf  GOD,  and  its  appendant  righteouf. 
'  nefle. 

When  Jesus  had  finifhed  his  fermon,anddefcended  from  the  mountain, 
12.  a  poor  leprous  perfon  came  and  worihipped,  and  begged  to  be  cleanfed  j 
which  Jesus  foon  granted,  engaging  him  not  to  publifli  it,  where 
he  fhould  go  abroad ,  but  fending  him  to  the  Prieft  to  offer  an  oblation 
according  to  the  rites  of  Mofef  law,  and  then  came  direftly  to  Caoernaum, 
and  taught  in  their  Synagogues  upon  the  Sabbath  dayes :  Whire  in  his 
fermons  he  exprelfed  the  dignity  of  a  Prophet ,  and  die  authjrity  of  a 
perfon  fent  from  GOD,  not  inviting  the  people  by  the foft  *guments 
and  infinuations  of  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  but  by  demonftrations  and  ilTues 
of  Divinity.  There  he  cures  a  Daemoniack  in  one  of  their  Synagogues,  and 
by  and  by  after  going  abroad  he  heals  Pet(?r/ wives  mother  of  a  feaverj  in 
fomuch  that  he  grew  the  talk  of  all  men ,  and  their  wonder,  till  they  flock- 
ed fo  to  him,  to  fee  him,  to  hear  him,  to  fatisfie  their  curiofity ,  and 
their  needs,  that  after  he  had  healed  thofe  multitudes,  which  befet  the 
houfeofiS77«o«,  where  he  cured  his  Mother  of  thefeaver,  he  retired  hi m- 
felf  into  a  defert  place  very  early  in  the  morning,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  pray,  free  from  the  opprefTions  and  noifes  of  the 
multitude. 
13.  But  neither  fo  could  he  be  hid,  but  like  a  light  fliining  by  the  fi-inges 

of  a  curtain  ,  he  was  foon  difcovered  in  his  folltude ,  for  the  multitude 
found  him  out ,  imprifoning  him  in  their  circuits  and  undeniable  attend- 
ances. But  Jesus  told  them  plainly ,  he  muff  preach  the  Gofpell 
to  other  cities  alfo,  and  therefore  refolved  topaffe  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
lake  of  Genefareth ,  fo  to  quit  the  th^ng.  Whither  as  he  was  going ,  a 
Scribe  offered  himfelf  a  Difciple  to  his  Xnftitution  j  till  J  E  S  US  told  hini 
his  condition  to  l>e  worfe  then  foxes  and  birds ,  for  whom  an  habitation 
L  is  provided,  but  none  for  him,  no  not  a  place,  where  to  bow  his  head 

and  findereff.  And  what  became  of  this  forvvard  profelTor  afterward,  ^ve 
finde  not.  Others ,  that  were  probationers  of  this  fellowfliip ,  J  E  S  U  S 
bound  to  a  fpeedy  profeflion ,  not  fleering  one  to  go  home  to  bid  his 
Friends  farwell ,  nor  another  fo  mucli  aato  bury  his  dead. 

By  the  time  jESUS  got  to  the  fliip  it  was  late,  and  he  heavy  to  fleep, 
refted  on  a  pillow,  and  (lept  foundly,  as  wearineffe,  meeknefle,  and  inno- 
cence could  make  him  •,  infomuch  that  a  violent  ft-orm,  the  chiding  of  the 
wind^,  and  waters,  which  then  happened,  could  not  awake  him  •,  till 
the  Ship  being  almoft  covered  with  broken  billowes,  and  the  im- 
petuous dafhings  of  the  waters ,  the  men  already  funke  m  their  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  fliip  like  enough  to  finke  too ,  the  Difciples  awaked  him, 
and  called  for  helpe.  ^^after  carefttbou  not^  tlmt  weperijh  /  JESUS  arifing 
reproved  their  infidelity,  commanded  the  wind  to  beftill  andthefeas 

peace- 


I 
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peaceable ,  and  inimcdiately  there  was  a  great  calnie ,  and  they  prefently      p^^  j  j^ 
arrived  i  nro  the  land  of  the  Ger.gcrenes,or  Gerafenes. 


In  th.e  land  of  Gergefires  or  Gergefenes ,  which  was  the  remaining  name  1 5. 

^f  an  e>:tind"  people,being  one  of  the  nation3,whom  the  fons  oi  Jacob  drave 
from  their  inheritance,  there  were  two  cities-,  Gadara  from  the  tribe  of 
Gad^  to  whom  it  fell  by  lot  in  the  divifion  of  the  land  (which  having  been 
defiroyed  by  the  Jewes,  was  rebuilt  by  Pcmpey  at  the  requeft  of  Demetrm 
Gadarenfis^  Pctrpeysfrtcd  man)  andneere  to  it  was  Gerafa,  zs  Jofephus  ic-  Jofeph.  de  hel, 
ports;  whichdiverfty  of  towns  and  names  is  the  caufe  of  the  various  re-  Jud.l.i.c.^.et 
citation  cf  this  Aery  by  the  Evangelifts.  Neere  the  city  of  Gadara  there  l.^.c.i.et  1.$. 
were  many  fcpuIcHresin  thehollownelfesofrockes,  where  the  dead  were  c.5. 
bcried,  and  where  many  fuperftitious  perfons  ufed  Memphi  tick  and  Thef-  Epiph.contr, 
falick  rites,  invocatingevillfpirits  j  info  much  that  at  the  inflantof  our  Eb.herts.'^o. 
Saviours  arrivall  in  the  Countrey  there  met  him  two  poffeffed  with  Devilk 
from  thefe  tombes,e-xceeding  tierce,  a«d  fo  had  been  long,  in  fnmuch  that 
no  man  cirft  palTe  that  way. 

jESuJbomnianded  the  Devills  out  of  the  polfelTed  perfons  •,  but  there  1 4. 

were  certain  men  feeding  fwine,  which  though  extremely  abhominared  by 
the  Jewifli  religion,yet  for  the  ufeof  the  Roman  armies, and  quartcringsof 
fouldiers  they  were  permitted,  and  divers  privi  ledges "'"  granted  to  the  sf.^,  jfi    Jn> 
Mafters  of  fuch herds-,  The  Devills  therefore  befought  jESUS,  he  would    ^^^'^^i^^^^' 
iiot  fend  them  into  the  abyffe,  but  permit  them  to  enter  into  the  fwine.    ^  ^^^^^J^' 
He  gave  them  leave,  and  the  fwine  ran  violently  down  a  fteep  place  into 
the  hot  baths,  which  were  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  which  Gadara  was 
built,  (which  fmaller  congregation  of  waters  the  Jews  ufed  to  call  [Sea,]  ut  Mare  meum 
orelfe,  as  othtrs  thinke,  mtothelakeofGenefareth,  and  perifhed  in  the  fdj  t^mp/f  tfc< 
>faters.  Bnt  this  accident  fo  troubled  the  inhabitants,  that  they  came,  and  aquaiumre^  . 
intreated  Jesus  to  depart  out  of  their  coafts.  And  he  did  foj  leaving  ceptmem. 
Galilee  of  the  Gentiles,  became  to  the  Icfier  Galilee,  and  fo  again  to  the 
city  of  Capernaum. 

But  when  he  was  come  thither  he  was  met  by  diverfe  Scribes  and  Pha-  17. 

rifees ,  who  came  from  Jerufalem  *,  and  Dod:ors  of  the  Law  from  Galilee,  . 
and  while  they  were  fitting  in  a  houfe,  which  was  encompafied  with  multi- 
tudes, that  no  bufinelTe  or  neceffity  Auld  be  admitted  to  the  door,  a  poore 
Paralyticke  was  brought  to  be  cured  *  and  they  were  faine  to  uncover  the 
tyles  of  the  houfe  ,  and  let  him  down  in  his  bed  with  cords  in  the  midft  I 

before  Jesus,  fitting  in  conference  with  the  Doctors.  When  jESUSfaw  d 

their  faith  he  faid  Man  thy  fins  be  forgiven  t^ee.  At  which  faying  the  Pharifees 
being  troubled,thinking  it  to  be  blafphemy  and  that  none  but  GOD  could 
forgive  fins  ',  J  E  S  U  S  was  put  to  ^iSe  his  abfolution,  which  he  did  in  a  . 
juft  fatisfadion  and  proportion  to  tlltirlinderftandings.  Foi"  the  Jewes  did 
believe,  that  all  afflidions  were  punifliments  for  fin',  [rf^hofmned  ^  this 
man^or  his  Father  that  he  vpas  borne  blind]  and  that  removing  of  the  punifh- 
ment  was  forgiving  of  the  fin.  And  therefore  JESUS  to  prove,  that  his 
iins  were  forgiven,  removed  that ,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  the  effed"  of 
his  fin,aiid  by  curing  the  Palfey  prevented  their  farrher  murmur  about  the 
pardon  ",  that  ye  might  know  the  Son  of  man  hathpovper  on  earth  to  for^iv^  fins, 
he  faith  to  the  fick.  of  the  PaJfey,  Arife,  take  upthy  bej^andr^alke.  And  the 
sianarofe,  was  healed  and  glorified  GOD.  ' 

A  while  after  JESUS  went  again  .toward  the  Sea,  and  on  his  way,feeing  1  * ^ 

Matthew 
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^j.tT        j^dtr/;ew the  Publican fitring  at  the  icce'pt  ct  cuftcmc  he  liid  him  follow 
him.  Matthew  t\riikii\ed]ESUS^  and  then  became  his  Diiciple.  B.^rthe 


Cvceroep.f^mil  Phanfees  that  were  with  him,  bcgia  to  b<r  troubled,  that  he  eate  wi  th 
il.i^.Scinoiac,  Publicanesandfinners.  For  the  otiice  of  Publican  though  among  the  Ko- 
^ropancio.  n^^xis  it  was  honeft,  and  of  great  account ,  2inith2fl3)verofthe  Roman 
Frac'"Iiia%^eo"i-  i^nights^  the  ornament  of  the  chy^  thefecurity  of  the  cotiimorDvealtb  was  account^ 
mirteprx  c^tirx  ed to conftfi ittthe foc'iety  of  Publicans^  yet  am^ongft  both  the  ^  Jcwes  and 
Alun.  Greekes,  the  name  was  odious  and  the  perfons  were  accuifedj  not  one  ly 

a  Vita  Fubhca  ^ecaufe  they  were  ftrangers  that  were  the  chiefe  of  them,  who  tooke  in- 
SentirTrnpti-  ^^  ^^^"^  ^""^®  of  the  nation ,  where  they  were  imploycd  ;  but  bccaufe  the 
nita  rapina,  us-  Jewes  efpecially,ftocd  upon  the  charter  of  their  nation,  and  the  privilcdgc 
gociatio  nulla  of  their  religion,  that  none  of  them  fliould  pay  tribute ,  and  alfo  becaufe 
rationeconUans  ^^y  exercifed  great  injuftices-'and  ^  oppreflions,  having  a  power  unlimit- 
mJrcatura  ^Sui-  ^^'  and  a  covetoufnef.e  wide  as  hell,  and  greedy  as  the  fire  or  the  grave. 
dasv"  PubJica-  But  JESUS  gave  fo  faire  an  account  concerning  his  converfc  with  thefe 
BUS.  *  ■  perfons,  that  the  Objc<Sion  turned  to  be  his  Apology,  for  therefore  he 
d  H  b  um  ^o'^^^^'^*^^  with  them  becaufe  they  were  linnersj  and  it  wasasif  aPhy- 
texnm  D.  Mac^  ^cian  fliould  be  reproved  for  having  fo  much  to  doe  with  licke  perfons,  for 
tbzi  publicani  *  therefore  washefent,  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance, 
di(^i  Parihm,  to  advance  the  reputation  of  mercy  above  the  rites  of  facrifice. 
nomine  proprio  ^^^  ^^  ^^  y^^^^^  bubbling  and  gentle  murmurs  of  the  water  are  prcfages 
i"epe°  &  raaTeri-  ^^^  ftorme,  and  are  more  troublefome  in  their  prcdi<Sion ,  then  their  vio- 
am  diri  T  unt,  lencc :  fo  were  the  arguings  of  the  Phaf  ifees  fymptomcs  of  a  fccret  difplea- 
icet  proprie  fure,  and  an  enfuing  warr,  though  at  firftreprefenred  in  the  civilities  of 
difti  Gabbainn,  Qneftion  and  fcholafticall  difcourfes ,  yet  they  did  but  foreruiuie  vigo» 
"Gabclla!"  *^  rous  obje(Sions,  and  bold  calumnies,  which  were  the  fruits  of  the  nexc 
fummer.  But  as  yet  they  difcourfed  fairly  asking  him,Why  ]fohns  Difciples 
lib.deSolom.  'fafted  often,  but  the  Difciples  of  jESUS  did  not  faft.  JESUS  told  them, 
b  Lib  7  hift  c  ^  '^  ^^^  bccaufe  rhefe  were  the  dayes  in  which  the  bride-groome  was  come 
J 4,.  *    'in  pcrfontoefpoufethe  Church  unto  himfelfe;  and  therefore  for  the 

^TTiffUfAoy  x?'^^  '  children  of  the  bride  chamber  to  faftthen,  was  like  the  bringing  of  a 
^'ttyuXfiiu  fy  t2  ^^^d  corps  to  the  joyes  of  a  bride ,  or  the  pompes  of  coronation  •■,  the 
Xf/s-H  '«x<rji-  dayes  fhould  come  ,  that  the  bridegroome  fhould  retire  into  his  cham- 
«*]«  apud  SO"  ^^^  ^"^  ^'^^'^  fh^  curtains,and  then  they  fhould  faft  in  thofe  dayes. 
vpmen^  I.  5.  c.  While  J  ESUS  was  difcourfing  with  theJPharifees,  Jairus  a  Ruler  of  the 
20.  '  *  Synagogue  came  to  him,  defiring  he  would  helpc  his  daughter,  who 
Johan.  Damafc.  Jay  in  the  confines  ©f  death  ready  to  depart.  Whither  as  he  was  going  ,  a 
de  imagin.  orac,  woman  met  hini  who  had  been  difeafed  with  an  ifiue  of  blood  twelve  years, 
^'b^^M^M*^  without  hope  of  remedy  from  art  or  nature,  and  therefore  flierunsto 
Ancfoch.  Epifc  JE^^IS,  thinking,  without  precedent,  upon  the  confident  perfvations  of  g 
.-it  fupplice  n  holy  faith,  that  if  flie  did  but  touch  the  hem  of  his  garment,  fhe  fhould  be 
libell  .m  obia-  whole.  She  came  trembling,  and  full  of  hope  and  reverence,  and  touched 
tumphilippo  his  garment,  and  immediately  the  fountain  of  her  unnaturall  emanation 
chonTidi^  re"i-  ^^^  ftoppcd^aod  reverted  to  its  naturall  courfe  and  offices.  S.  Ambrofe  fayes, 
onis  ut  liceret  that  this  woman  was  Martha.  But  it  is  not  likely  that  fhe  was  a  Jeweire,buc 
ftatuas  erigere  a  Gentile,becaufe  of  that  returne ,  which  fhe  made  in  memory  of  her  cure, 
in  me  rorian  jnd  honour  of  J  E  5  U  S  according  to  the  Gentile  rites.  For  b  Eufebius  re- 
accepti  bene-  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  hin.felfe  faw  at  c4^rea  Philippi  a  f^atue  of  brafle  reprefenting 
a  woman  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  a  goodly  perfonage ,  who  held  his  hand 
out  to  her  in  a  pofture  of  granting  her  requeft^and  (k)ing  favour  to  her  j  and 
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the  inhabiranrs  faid  it  was  atd  cd  by  the  care  and  ccft  of  this  woman,  add-      p^^.  ^i, 

ing  (whether  out  of  truth  cr  eatincffc  is  not  certain)  that  at  the  pedeftall . 

cf  this  fratue  an  unufuali  plant  did  grow,which  when  it  was  ccme  up  to  that 
n:aturity  and  height  as  to  arrive  at  the  fringes  of  the  braCe  monument, 
it  was  n:edic;nall  in  many  dangerous  difeafes,  fo  far  Eufebjuf. 

When  JESUS  was  ccme  to  the  rulers,  he  found  the  minltrels making  21. 

their  funefall  iwifes  for  the  death  of  Jairus  daughter ,  and  his  fervants  had 
met  him  ,  and  acquainted  him  cf  the  death  of  the  childc ',  yet  J  E  S  U  S 
turned  out  the  minftrels,  and  entered  with  the  parents  of  the  childe  mto 
hcrcliamber,  and  taking  her  by  the  hand  called  her,  and  awakened  her 
from  her  deep  cf  death,  and  commanded  them  to  give  her  to  eate ,  and 
enjoyntd  them  not  topublifhthe  miracle.  But  as  flames  fupprefled  by 
violent  detentions  breake  out  and  rage  with  amore  impetuous  and  rapid 
motion  :  fo  it  hapned  to  jE!?US,  who  endearouring  to  make  the  noifei 
and  reports  of  him  tefle  popular,  made  them  to  be  Oecumemcall  •,  for 
not  onely  we  doe  that  moft  greedily ,  from  which  we  are  moft  reOramcd, 
but  a  great  merit  enarael'd  with  humility,  and  reftrainedwith  modefty 
growes  more  beauteous  and  florid ,  up  to  the  heights  of  wonder  and  gk)- 
ries. 

As  he  came  from  JairMs  houfc  he  cured  two  blind  men  upon  their  pc-  ^^ 

tirion  and  confefTiori,  that  they  did  believe  in  him ,  and  caft  out  a  dumb 
DeviIl,ro  much  to  the  wonder  and  amazement  of  the  people,  that  the  Pha- 
rifees  could  hold  no  longer,  being  ready  to  buift  with  envy ,  but  faid ,  he 
caft  out  Devills  by  help  of  the  Devills.  Their  malice  being,  as  ufually  it  is, 
contradidory  to  its  own  defign,  by  its  being  unreafonable  ,  nothing  being 
more  fottifh  then  for  the  Devill  to  divide  his  kingdome  upon  a  plot,  to 
ruine  his  certainties  upon  hopes  future  and  contingent.  But  this  was  but 
the  firft  eruption  of  their  malice ,  all  the  yearc  laft  paft  which  was  the  firft 
yeare  of  JESUS  preaching,  all  was  quiet,  neither  the  Jews,  nor  the  Sa- 
maritans, nor  theGahleans  didmaligne  his  do^rineor  pcrfon ,  but  he  £^^^j»,^„,  j^  . 
preached  with  much  peace  on  all  hands ,  for  this  was  the  yeare  which  the  panarM.2. 
Frophet//^*4^  called  in  hiJ  prcdiftion,  the  acceptM ;em  cf  the  LORV.      umA.heus.$t 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

Z^pon  the  entercourfe  happening  betn>een 
thehelyJESZ^Sy  and  the  woman 
of  Samaria^ 

Hen  the  holy  JESUS  perceiving  it  unfafe  to  be  at  Jerufalem 
r  ^Wv8^^  returned  to  Galilee  ,  where  the  largcft  fcencof  his  Prophe- 

ticall  office  was  to  be  reprefented ,  he  journeyed  on  foote 
through  Samaria ,  and  being  weary  and  faint ,  hungry  and 
thirfty,  he  fate  down  by  a  well,  and  begged  water  of  a  Sa- 
maritan woman  ,  that  was  a  finner,who  at  firft  refufed  him  with  fome  in- 
civility of  language.  But  he,  inftead  of  returning  anger ,  and  paflion  to  her 
•  Apud  ipfos  rudenelTe ,  which  was  commenced  upon  the  inter  eft  of  a  miftaken '''  reli- 
fides  obtiinata,  gion,  preached  the  Coming  of  the  Meffias  to  her,  unlockt  thefecretsofher 
miiericordia  in  heart ,  and  let  in  his  grace ,  and  made  a  fountain  of  living  water  to  fpring 
proniptu,adver-  j^^  j^^^.  ^^^j^  ^  ^q  extinguifli  the  impure  flames  of  luft ,  which  had  fct 
hoftT  odium/  her  on  fire,  burning  like  hell  everfince  the  death  of  her  Mift  hnsband, 
Tacitus.  file  then  becoming  a  concubine  to  the  fixt.  Thus  JESUS  tranfplanted  na- 

aQuanubitto-  ture  into  grace,  his  hunger  and  thirft  into  religious  appetites,  die  dark- 
ties.non  'j^'^^'^  nelfeof  the  Samaritan  into  a  cleare  revelation,  her  fin  into  repentance  and 
ofendor  Mxcha  charity ,and  fo  quenched  his  own  thirft  by  relieving  her  needs :  and  as  it  was 
fimpliciorcmio-  meat  to  him  to  doe  his  Fathers  will ,  fo  it  was  drinke  to  him  to  bring  us  to 
us.  drinke  of  the  fountain  of  living  water.  For  thus  GOD  declared  it  to  be 

Marcial.ep.        ^  delight  to  him  to  fee  us  live  ,  as  if  he  were  refrefhed  by  thofe  felicities, 
which  he  gives  to  us  as  communications  of  his  grace ,  and  inftances  of  mer- 
cy and  confignations  to  heaven.  Upon  which  we  can  looke  with  no  eye, 
but  fuch  as  fees  and  admires  the  excellency  of  the  Divine  charity,  which 
being  an  emanation  from  the  mercies,  and  eifentiall  com.paiTion  of  eter- 
nity, GOD  cannot  choofe  butrejoyce  in  it ,  andlovethe  wcrkescfhis 
mercy,  who  was  fo  well  pleafed  in  the  works  of  his  power.  He  that  was  de- 
lighted in  the  creation  was  highly  pleafed  in  the  neerer  conveyances  of 
himfelfe,  whenhefent  theholy  jESUS  to  beare  his  image,  and  hismer- 
cies,and  his  glories,  and  ofi'er  them  to  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  man.  For  this 
was  the  chiefe  of  the  works  of  G  O  D,  and  therefore  the  bldfied  Mafter 
could  not  but  be  highlyeft  pleafed  with  it,  in  imitation  of  his  heavenly 
Father. 

The  woman  obferving  our  Saviour  to  have  come  with  his  face  from 

.2.  Jerufalem  was  angry  at   him    upon  the  quarrell  of  the   old   fchifme. 

The  Jewes  and  the  Samaritans  had  differing  rites ,  and  the  zealous  perfons 

upon  each  fide  did  commonly  difpute  themfelves  into  uncharitablenelfc : 

anil 
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and  fo  have  Chrjftians  upon  the  fame  confidence,  and  zeale,  and  miftake.      7,       77"" 
For  although  rrghteoufneffc  bath  nofellowjhipwhh  unrjghteoufnejfe ,  norChrifl  "' 

yt^ith  Belial  y  yet  the  confideration  of  the  crime  of  herefy,which  is  a  fpiritii- 
all  wicked nel:e ,  is  to  be  feparate  from  the  perfon,  who  is  material!. 
That  is,   no  fpiritiiall  communion  is  to  be  endured  with  hereticall  pef- 
fons,  when  it  is  certain  they  are  fuch,  when  they  are  convinced  by 
competent  authority  and  fufficient  argument.  But  the  perfons  of  the  men 
are  to  be  pitied  ,  to  be  reproved  ,  to  be  redargued  ,  and  convinced  ,  t9 
be  wrought  upon  by  fair  complyances  and  the  offices  of  civility,  and  in- 
vited to  the  family  of  faith  by  the  heft  arguments  of  charity,  and  the  in- 
fiances  of  a  holy  life  *,  having  our  converfxtion  hsneft  among  them^  that  they  j  p^,  2.  I2, 
may^  beholding  your  good  works  glorify  0  OD  in  the  day ,  when  he  f})allvifne 
them.  Indeed  if  there  be  danger  ,  that  is,  a  weake  undei  (landing  may  not     j-v  . 
fafelyconverfe  incivill  fociety  with  afubtilehereticke.  In  fuch  cafes  they  ^  i  a'rf  h 
arc  to  be  avoided,  notfaluted:  But  as  thisisonely,  when  the  danger  is  ^  ^P^J^'jORon 
by  reafon  of  the  unequall  Cipacities,and  ftrengths  of  the  perfon  *,  fo  it  muft  '  °' 
be  onely  ,  when  the  article  is  certainly  herefy  ,  and  the  perfon  criminal), 
and  intereft  is  the  ingredient  in  the  perfvafion  ,  and  a  certain  and  a  ne- 
celTary  truth  deftroyed  by  the  opinion.    We  read  that  S.  ^ohn  fpving  7yp„g^  l-ic  2 
Cerinthus  m  a  bath,  refiifed  to  wafh  there  where  the  enemy  of  GOD  and  his  Eufebftciz 
holy  Son  had  been.  This  is  a  good  precedent  for  us,  when  the  cafe  is  equall.  •  •'•  •  3 

S.  J^ohn  could  difcerne  the  fpirit  oi Cerinthus^  and  his  herefy  was  notorious 
fundamental!  and  highly  criminall,  and  the  Apoftlea  perfonafTifted  up 
to  infallibility.   And  poffibly  it  was  done  by  the  whifper  of  a  Prophetickc 
fpirit ,  and  upon  a  miraculous  defigne ,  for  immediately  upon  his  re- 
treat the  bath  fell  down ,  and  crufhed   Cerinthus  in    the  mines.    But 
fiich  a<Ss  of  averfation  as  thefe  are  not  eafily  by  us  to  be  drawn  into  ex- 
ample, unleffeinthefame  or  the  parallel  concurfe  of  equally  concluoiing 
accidents.  We  muft  not  quickly ,  nor  upon  flight  grounds ,  nor  unworthy 
inftancescallfheretickej  there  had  need  be  along  proceiTe,  and  a  high  • 
conviction,  and  a  competent  Judge ,  and  a  neceffary  article,  that  muft  be 
ingredients  into  fo  fad   and  decretory  definitions,  2nd  condemnation 
of  a    perfon   or   opinion.    But  if  fuch   inftances  occurre,   come  not 
neere  the  danger ,  nor  the  fcandal.   And  this  advice  S.Cyprian  gave  to  the 
Lay  people  of  his  Diocefe.  Let  them  decline  their  difcourfes,  whofe  Ser- 
mons crefj)e  and  corrode  like  <i  Cancer.,  let  there  be  no  colloquies.,  no  banquets.,  no  ^''^-i-ffS- 
commerce  with  fuch.,  who  are  excommunicate  and  ]ufily  driven  from  the  communi- 
en  of  the  Church.     For  fuch  perfons  (as  S.  Leo  defcanrs,  upon  the  ApoftW 
"expreffion  of  hereticall  difcourfes)  creep  in  humbly,   and  with  fmall 
"and  modeft  beginnings,  they  catch  with  tiatrery,  they  bind  gently,  and 
kill  privily.     Let  therefore  all  perfons,  who  are  in  danger,  fecure  their  Serm.',  den 
perfons,  and  perfvations by  removing  fair  from  the  infedion.     And  for  him decimi 
the  fcandall,  S.  Herminigilda  gave  an  heroick   example,  v/hich  in  ^^v'Menfts 
perfvafion,   and  thecircnmftancesof  the  age  ,  and  adion,  deferved  the. 
higheft  teftimony  of  zeale,  religious  pafTion  ,   and  confident  perfvafion.  ^         ,     j- 
Forlherathei-clicfe  to  dye  by  the  mandate  of  her  tyrant  Father  Leoni-  ^^^^''^•' 3-^^- 
gildus  the. Goth,  then  fhe  would  atrhe  Pafchall  folemnity  receive  the.blelT-    -'^'^ ^* 
ed  Sacrament  aE  the  liand  of  an  ArrianBifliop.    . 

But 
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p      J,  But  e-Kcepting  thefe  cafes,  wh»ch  arc  not  to  be  judged  with  forwarJ- 

nefe  ->  nor  rafhly  taken  meafureof,  wefinde  that  coiiverfing  charitably 
2.  with  perfons  of  differing  perfwafions  harh  been  inftruoicntail  to  their  con- 

verfion  ,   and   GODS  glory.     The   believing  wife  may  fanftifie  the 
unbelieving  hufband *,  and  we  finde  it  vcrilled  in  Chmch  ftoiy.     S.  Cecily 
converted  her  hufband  Valerknus ',  S.  theQctora  converted  Sifinm ;  Saint 
Monica  converted  Patricius  *,  and  theodelinda  Agilufphuj ;  S.  Clotilda  per- 
fwaded  King  Clodoveus  to  bea  Chriftian  *,  And  S.  Natolid  perfwaded  Adri- 
anus  to  be  a  Martyr.    For  they  having  their  converfation  honeft,  and  holy 
aniongft  the  unbelievers  fliined  liktvirgin  Tapers  in  the  midft  of  an  im- 
pure prifon ,  and  amus'd  the  eyes  of  the  fonnes  of  darknelTe  with  the 
brightnelTe  of  the  flame.     Fcr  the  excellency  of  a  holy  life  is  the  beft 
argument  of  the  inhabitation  oi  G  0  D  within  the  foul^  and  who  will  not 
offer  up  his  underftanding  upon  that  altar ,  where  a  Deity  is  placed  as  the 
Prefident,  and  author  of  religion.     And  this  very  entercourfe  of  the  ho- 
ly Jesus  with  the  woman  is  abundant  argument,  that  it  were  well 
we  were  not  fo  forward  to  refufe  communion  with  diflenting  perfons,  up- 
on the  eafie  and  confident  miftakes  of  a  too  forward  zeal.     They  that  call 
hxTeticke  may  thcmfelves  be  the  miftaken  perfons ,  and  by  refufing  te 
communicate  the  civilities  of  hofpitable  entertainment  may  fliut  their 
doors  upon  truth ,  and  their  windows  againft  light ,  and  refufe  to  let  fal- 
vation  in.     Fcr  fometimes  ignorance  is  the  onely  parent  of  our  perfwafi- 
ons ,  and  many  times  intereft  hath  made  an  impure  commixture  with  it, 
and  fo  produced  the  iflue. 
A  The  holy  J  E  S  U  S-  gently  inliauates  his  difcourfes.     //  thou   badfl 

knoTsn^n^  who  it  is  ^  that  askef  thee  water  .^  thou  woufdefl  have  asked  water  of 
him.  Oftentimes  we  know  not  the  perfon,  that  fpeaks,  andweufually 
choofe  our  do<^rinc  by  our  affe<ftions  to  the  maa  :  but  then  if  we  are  un- 
civill  upon  the  ftock  of  prejudice  we  do  not  know,  that  it  is  CHRIST 
that  calls  our  underftandings  to  obedience ,  and  our  affeAions  to  duty, 
and  complyances.  The  woman  little  thought  of  the  glories ,  which  ftood 
right  againft  her.  He  that  fate  upon  the  well  had  a  throne  placed  above 
the  heads  of  Cherubims.  In  his  arms ,  who  there  refted  himfelf ,  was 
the  fand-uary  of  reft,  and  peace,  where  wearied  fouls  were  to  lay  their 
heads,  and  difpofe  their  cares ,  and  there  to  turne  them  into  joyes ,  and 
to  guild  their  thornes  with  glory.  That  holy  tongue ,  which  was  parched 
with  heat ,  ftreamed  forth  rivulets  of  holy  do^rine  j  which  were  to  wa- 
ter all  the  world  ,  to  turn  our  deferts  into  Paradife.  And  though  he  beg- 
ged water  at  /dcoi/well,  yet  Jfacob  drank  at  his  :  For  at  his  charge  ali 
J^acobs  flocks  and  family  were  fuftained ,  and  by  him  J^acobs  pofterity  were 
made  honourable  and  redeemed.  But  becaufe  this  well  was  deep ,  and 
the  woman  had  nothing  to  draw  water  with ,  and  of  her  felf  could  not  h- 
thorac  fo  great  a  depth ,  therefore  ftie  refufed  him  ,  juft  as  we  do ,  when 
we  refufe  to  give  drink  to  a  thirfty  Difciple.  CRIST  comes  in  diat  hum- 
ble manner  of  addrelfe,  under  the  vail  of  poverty  or  contempt,  and  wc 
cannot  fee  CH  RIS  T  from  under  that  robe,  and  wc  fend  him  away 
without  an  almes ,  little  confidcring,  that  when  he  begs  an  aim es  of  us 
in  the  inftauce  of  any  of  his  poor  relatives ,  he  afkcs  of  us  but  to  give 
him  occafion  to  give  a  blefTmg  for  an  almes.  Thus  do  the  Minifters  of  re- 
ligion afke  fupport,  but  when  the  laws  are  not  more  juft,  then  many  of  the 

people 
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people  arc  cb.irirab]c,  they  fhall  fare  as  their  Mafier  did',  they  fhall  preach,     p^j.^  j  j, 

but  unlef.'c  they  en  draw  water  themfelves,  they  fliall  not  drink  j  hut  fi 

fcrrent  it  nsen  did  but  know  ,  who  it  is  that  aftes  them ,  that  it  is 
CHRIST  eitiier  in  his  Minifters ,  or  C  H  R  I  S  T  in  his  poor  fervants, 
certainly  rhcy  could  not  be  fo  obftru<^ed  in  the  ifiiies  of  their  juftice 
and  ciiurity  ,  but  would  remember  that  no  honour  could  be  greater, 
no  love  more  fortunate,  then  to  meet  with  an  opportunity  to  be  exprcf- 
fcd  in  fo  noble  a  manner,  that  GOD  himfelf  is  pleafed  to  call  his  own 
relief e.  5« 

When  the  Difciples  had  returned  from  the  town  ,  whither  they 
went  to  buy  provifion  ,  they  wondred  to  fee  the  Mafter  talking  alone, 
with  a  woman.  They  knew  he  never  did  fo  before,  they  had  obferved  him  to 
be  of  a  referved  dtportmenu  and  not  onely  innocent,  but  fecure  from  the 
dangers  of  malice ,  and  fufpicion  in  the  matter  of  incontinence.  The 
Jewcs  were  a  iealous  and  froward  people  *,  and  as  nothing  will  more 
hlaft  the  reputation  of  a  Prophet  then  etieminacy  and  wanton  2ltc<Sions  , 
fo  he  knew  no  crime  was  fooner  obieded,  or  hardercleared  then  that :  Of 
which  becaufe  commonly  it  is  adcd  in  privacy  men  look  for  no  pro- 
bation, but  pregnant  circumftances,  and  arguments  of  fufpeft :  fo  no- 
thing can  wafh  it  ofl^,  untill  a  man  can  prove  a  negative  j  and  if  he 
could,  yet  he  is  guilty  enough  in  the  eftimare  of  the  vulgar  for  ha- 
ving been  accufed.  But  then  becaufe  nothing  is  fo  deftruftive  of  the 
reputation  of  a  Governour,  fo  contradidory  to  the  authority  and  dignity  of 
hisperfon  as  the  low  and  bafer  appetites  of  uncleannefle,  andthecon- 
fequent  fhame  and  fcorn,  (  infomuch  that  Dav^d  having  fain  into  it, 
prayed  G  O  D  to  confirm  or  eftablifh  him  (phhu  principali  with  the 
Spirit  of  a  Prince,  The  fpirit  of  luft  being  uningenuious  and  flavifh.) 
The  holy  jESUS,  who  was  to  eftablifh  a  new  law  in  the  autho- 
rity of  his  perfon,  was  highly  curious  fo  to  demean  himfelf,  that  he 
might  be  a  perfon  uncapable  of  any  fuch  fufpicions ,  and  of  a  tem- 
per apt,  not  onely  to  anfwer  the  calumny,  but  ^o  to  prevent  the 
jealoufie.  But  yet  now  he  had  a  great  -defigne  in  hand,  he  meant  to 
reveal  to  the  Samaritanes  the  coming  of  the  Mejfias ,  and  to  this, 
his  difcouife  with  the  Woman  was  inftrumentall.  And  in  imiration 
of  our  great  Mafter,  fpirituall  perfons  and  the  guides  of  otiiers, 
have  been  very  prudent  and  referved  in  their  focieties  and  cnter- 
cCurfe  with  women.  Hereticks  have  ferved  their  ends  upon  the  impo- 
tency  of  the  fexe  ,  and  having  lead  captive  filly  wowen,  lead  them  a- 
bout  as  triumphs  of  luft,  and  knew  no  fcandall  greater  then  the  fcan- 
dall  of  herefy,  and  therfcre  fought  not  to  decline  any,  but  were  in- 
famous in  their  unwary  and  luftfull  mixtures  j  Simon  Magus  had  his 
Nekm  partnerof  his  luft  and  herefy  *,  The  author  of  the  fed  of  the 
l^icolaitans  (if  S.  Hierom  was  not  misinformed)  had  whole  troops  of 
women.  Marcion  fent  a  woman  as  his  emiffary  to  Rome  j  Apelles  had 
his  Philomene'j  Montanus^  Prifca  and  MaximiUa  ',  Donatus  was  ferved  by 
lucilk  -,  Helpidius  by  Agape,  Prifcillian  by  GalUaud  Arrius  fpreadhis  nets 
by  opportunity  of  his  converfation  with  the  Princes  fifter,  andfirfthe 
corrupted  her,  then  he  feduced  the  world. 

But  holy  perfons  preachers  of  true  religion ,  and  holy  doctrines ,  al-  4^ 

though  they  were  carcfull  by  publike  homilies  to  inftrud  the  female 
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"^.jYl       E>i^ciples  ,    that  tliey  v*'ho  are  heires   tcgethtr  with  us  of  the  fame 
hope,    may  be   fervants    in   the    fame   Difcipline,   and   inftimtion  j 


^  iC0r.14.35.  y^^  they  rtmitted  them  to  their '*' Husbands  and  G mrdi arts  to  ht  r:a.ughx. 
at  home.     A.nd  wheii  any  perfonall  tranfadions  concerning  the  needes 
of  their  fpirit  were  of  neceHity  to  intervene  between  the  Prieft  and  a 
woman ,  the  ad  ion    was   done   nioft  commonly   under  publike  teft : 
oj  if  in  private  ?  yet  with  much  caution  and  obfervarion  of  circum- 
ftance,  which  might  afwell  prevent  fufpicion ,    as  prefei*ve   their  in- 
nocence. Converfation   and  frequent   and  familiar  addrefle  dees  too 
much  rifle  the  ligaments  and   reverence  of  fpirituall   authority,   and 
amcngft  the  beft  peifons  is  matter  of  danger.     When  the  Cedars  of 
Libanus  have  been  obferved  to  fall,  when  David  and   Solomon  have 
been  difhonoure;sJ ,  he  is  a  bold  man,  that  will  venture  further,  then 
he  is  fent  in  errand  by  neceffity,.  or  invited  by  charity,  or  warranted 
by  prudence.     I  deny  not  but  fome  perfons  have   made  holy  friend- 
ftiips  widi  women.:  Saint  Atbanafius.  with  a  devout  and  religious  vir- 
gin ,  Saint  Chryfofloim  with   Olympk ,   Sainc  Nierome  with  Paula  /lo- 
mana,  Smn  John  with  the  eled  Lady,    Saint  Peter  and   ^ainc  Paul 
n-n       -R  p     ^^^^  "^  P'etronilla  <Lnd  Tecla,     And  therefore  it  were  a  jealoufie  beyond 
^m  B.Pe-  |.fjg  fufpicion  of  Monkes  and  Evouchs  to  thinke  it  impofTible  to  have 
tufiliamnatu-  ^  ^j^^^j.  converfation  with  a  diftind"  fexe.     i.     A  pnre,  and  right  in- 
Tdlemnonjutjje^^y^^lQ^-^^     2.     An  entercouife  not  extended  beyond  neceffity,  or  holy 
reileprobat      ^^^g^     ^,     A  fhort  ftay.     4.     Great  mcdefty.     5.     And  rhebufinclTe 
Baronius.         ^f    religion,    will;:  by   GODS  grace    hallow   the    vifit,    and    pre- 
ferve  the  friendfliip  in  its  being   Ipirituall ,  that    it  may   not  degene- 
rate into  carnall   afteftion  *,  and  yet   thefe   are  onely.  advifes   ufcfull, 
when  there  is  danger  in  either  of  the  perfons ,   or  fome  fcandal  inci- 
dent to  the  profeflion,  that    to   fome    perfons,   and   in  the  conjun- 
aion  of  many  circumftances  are  oftentimes  not  confiderable. 

when  JESUS  had  refolved  to   reveale  himfelfe  to   the  woman, 
^*  he  firft  gives  her  cccalion  to  reveale  her  felfe  to  him,,  fairly  infinu- 

ating  an  opportunity  to  confefie  her  fins,  that  having  purged  her  felf 
from  her  impurity  fiie  might  be  apt  to  entertain  the  article  of  tht 
revelation  of  the  MefTiasj  and  indeed  a  crime  in  our  manners  is  the 
greateft  indifpofition  of  our  underftanding  to  entertaine  the  truth  and 
doftrines  of  the  Gofpell  :  Efpecially  when  the  revelation  contcfts 
againft  the  finne,  and  profelTes  open  hoftility  to  the  luft.  For 
faith  being  the  gift  of  GO  D,  and  an  illuminatioH,  the  fpirit  of  GOD 
will  not  give  this  light  to  them,  that  preferre  their  darkneflfe  before 
ftj  either  the  will  muft  open  the  windowes,  or  the  light  of  faith 
„  will  not  fhine   into  the  chamber   of  the  foule.     How   can  ye  believe 

John $.44'  ^f^y  Q^r  blelTed  Saviour)  that  receive  honour  one  of  another^  Ambition 
and  Faith ',  believing  GOD,  and  feeking  of  our  felves  are  incompe- 
tent and  totally  incompoffible.  And  therefore  ^^rjpion  Bifliopofr^mx^/V 
fpakelike  an  Angel  (faith  Socrates)  faying,  that  the  mind  ^  which  feed^. 
eth  upon  fpirituall  knov^ledge  ^  tnuft  throughly  be  cleanfed.  Tlje  irafciblefa- 
Bb.4.h7fix.2^.  culty  jmjl  firfl  be  cured  rvith  brotherly  love  and  charity^  and  the  concK^ 
pifcible ,  Ttmji  be  fupprejfed  with  continency  and  mortif  cation ,  Then  may 
the  uHderdanding  apprehend  the  mynerioufnelfe  of  Chriftianity.  For 
fince  Chriftianity   is  a  holy  do^rine  ^  if  there  be  any  remanent  affe- 

diaas 
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^ions  toa  (inne  ,  there  is  in  the  foule  a  parry  difaffe^ed  to  the  enter-      p 
tainnient  of  the  inhirution,and  we  ufiially  believe,  what  wehaveamirid 
toiOurundcrftandings ,  ifa  crime  be  lodged  in  the  will,  being  like  id^eri- 
call  eyes,   tranfmitting  the  fpecies  to  the  feu le  with  prejudice ,  difajie-  Lttrmprate- 
dion,  and  colours  of  rheir  own  framing.  If  a  preacher  fhould  difcourfe,  rea  jiunt  qud- 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  parity  amongft  Chriftians,  and  that  their  goods  '^""f?  tuentur 
ought  to  be  in  common,  all  men  will  apprehend,  that  not  Princes  and  Arquati  ~~^ 
rich  perfons ,  but  the  poore  an4  the  fervants  would  fooneft  become  Dif-  Multaque  funt 
cipltrs,  and  believe  the  Do<ftrinb,  becaufe  they  are  the  onely  perfons  oculis  m  eorum 
hkelytogetby  them,  and  it  cont^erns  the  other  not  to  believe  him  the  deniq',  tnifta 
dodrine  being  deftru(^live  of  their  inter  efts.  ]uft  fuchaperfuafion  isevery  Qua  contage 
perfcvering  love  to  a  vitious  habit,  it  having  poflelfed  the  underftanding/«^^^//on/?«/ 
with  fair   opinions  of  it,  ^  and  furprV^ed  the  will  with  patTion,  and  de-  omnia  pingmt. 
fres,  whatfoever  dcdiine  is  its  enemy,  will  with  i  ifinite  difticu'ty  be  Lucret.  lib.^^ 
entertained.    And  we  know  a  great  experience  of  it  in  the  article  of 
the  Meflias  dying  on  the  Croife,  which  though  infinitely  true ,  yet  becaufe 
to  the  Jewcs  it  was  a  fcandal ,   and  to  the  Greeks  fooliflmeffe ,  could  not 
be  believed,  they  remaining  in  that  indifpofition',  or  unlef'e  the  will  were 
firft  fet  right  and  they  willing  to  believe  any  truth,  thotigh  for  it  they  muft 
difclaime  their  intereft  :  Their  underftanding  was  blind,  becaufe  the  heart 
was  hardned ,  and  could  not  receive  the  imprefTion  of  the  greateft  morall 
idemonftration  in  the  world. 

The  holy  jESUS  asked  water  of  the-Woman,unfatisfying  water,  butpro- 
/nifed  that  himfelfe  to  them  that  aske  him,  would  give  waters  of  life,and  fa-  '• 

tisfa<^ion  inhnlre  '-,  fo  diftinguifhing  the  pleafures ,  and  appetites  of  this 
world  from  the  defres  and  complacencies  fpirituall.  Here  we  labour,but  re- 
ceive no  benelir,we  fow  many  times,and  reap  not,or  reap  and  do  not  gather 
in',  or  gather  in  and  do  not  polfeiTe',  orpofielfe  but  do  not  enjoy?  or  if  we 
do  enjoy  we  are  ftill  unfatisfied,itiswithanguifh  of  fpiritand  ciraimftances 
of  vexation.  A  great  heap  of  r  iches  make  neither  our  clothes  warme  nor  our 
meat  more  nutritive,nGr  our  beavrage  more  pleafant,  and  it  feeds  the  eye, 
-but  never  fills  it,but  like  drinke  to  an  hydropick  perfon  increafes  the  thirft 
and  promotes  the  torment.  But  the  grace  of  God,  though  but  like  a  graine 
ofmuftard  reed,fills  the  furrows  of  the  heart*,  and  as  the  capacity  increafes, 
it  felfe  growes  up  in  equall  degrees,  and  never  fufters  aiy  emptinefle  or  dif- 
fatisfa<S:ion,but  carries  content  and  fuUnefle  all  the  way,and  the  degrees  of 
augmentation  are  not  fteps  and  ncer  approaches  to  fatijfaftion ,  but  increa- 
fings  of  the  capacity,  the  foule  is  fatisfied  all  the  way,  and  receives  more, 
not  becaufe  it  wanted  any,  but  that  it  can  now  hold  more,is  more  receptive 
of  felicities  j  and  in  every  minute  of  fandification ,  there  is  fo  excellent  a 
condition  of  joy,and  high  fatisfa<?tion,  that  the  very  calamities,  the  afflifti- 
ons,and  perfecutions  of  the  world  ai"e  turned  into  felicities  by  the  aftivity 
of  the  prevailing  ingredicHt,like  a  dropof  water  falling  into  a  tunne  of  wine, 
it  is  afcribed  into  a  new  family,  loofing  its  own  nature  by  a  converfion  into 
the  more  noble.For  now  that  all  paffionate  defires  are  dead,  &  there  is  no- 
rthing remanent  that  is  vexatious,  the  peace,theferenity,  the  quiet  fleeps, 
the  evennes  of  fpirit  and  contempt  of  things  below,remove  the  foule  from 
all  neighbourhood  of  difpleafure,and  place  it  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  whi- 
ther when  it  is  afcended,  it  is  polfefled  of  felicities  eternal.  Thefe  were  the 
waters ,  which  were  given  to  us  to  drink ,  when  with  the  rod  of  .GOD  die 
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p^g   J  J     rock  CHRIST  jESUS  was  fmitten  :  the  fpiric  of  GOD  moves  for  ever  up- 
- i_  on  thefe  waters,  and  when  the  Angel  of  the  Covenant  had  ftirred  the 

poole,  whoever  defcends  hither  fliall  find  health  and  peace,  joyesfpirit- 

aail  a*id  the  farisfadioiis  of  eternity. 


The  Prayer.. 


OHolj  JESVS  Fountain  of  etefMll  life ,  thoufpritigofjoy ,  AndfpirhuiU 
fatisf anions 4et  the  holy  ftreame  of  blood  and  water  ifuing  from  thyfacred 
ftde^coole  thethirfi^  foften  the  hardnejfe^  andrefrejh  thebarrennefeoftnyde- 
fertfouk  j  that  I  thirfting  after  thee,  as  the  wearied  Hart  after  the  coolejlreame 
may  defpife  all  th^  vainer  complacencies  of  this  worlds  refufe  allfocietks^  but  fuck 
asarefafe^  pious,  andchmtable,  mortif  all  fmijh  appetites^  and  may  de fire  no- 
thing  but  thee ,  feeke  none  but  thee,  and  reft  in  thee  rpjth  intire  dereli^on  oftny 
own  caytiue  inclinations ;  that  the  defjres  of  nature  may  pajfe  into  defires  ofgracey 
And  my  thirft  and  my  hunger  may  befpirituall ,  and  my  hopes  placed  in  thee ,  and 
the  expreffes  of  my  charity  upon  thy  relatives,  and  all  the  parts  of  my  life  may 
fpeake  thy  love ,  and  obedience  to  thy  Commandments ,  that  thoupojfefing  myfokle^ 
and  all  its  faculties  during  my  whole  life ,  Imaypofejfe  thy  glories  in  the  fruition 
of  a  blejfed  eternity',  by  the  light  of  thy  Gofpell  here,  andtheftreamesof  thy 
grace  beingguidedto  thee  the  fountain  of  life  ,  and  glory  ,  there  to  be  inebriated 
with  the  waters  of  Far  adife,  with  joy  and  love  and  contemplation  y  aihring  md 
Admiring  the  kmtifs  of  the  LORD  fortver  4n4  ever^  Amen. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

Of  CHKisrsfirU preachings  and  the  accidents 
happening  about  that  time. 

[Hen  Jofa  was  caft  into  prifon,  then  began  jESUS  to  preach,  not 

>,  onely  becaufe  the  minifters  ofjohn  by  order  of  divine  defignation 

were  to  precede  the  publication  of  jESUS,  but  a'lfo  upon  prudent 

confiderations ,  and  defignes  of  providence  ,  left  two  great  per- 

ZITa  IZ''Z"^°"  fV^u'^  °^  ^''"'^'"^  might  have  been  <5:cafion  of 
dmded  thoughts,  and  thefe  have  determined  upon  a  fchifme,  fonie  pro- 
fen-.ng  thenjfelves  to  be  of  C  H  R  I  S  T,  fome  of  John.  For  once  an  ofe 

P;/aKe/<,nolinMo/««  WtAy  Vifcifhs  fafl  mt  i  But  when  Tbiwent 
oft  from  the  fcene ,  then  J  E  S  U  S  appeared  like  the  Sun,  in  fucceffi^  "o 

h  r^ri'^'''^'"'^;';"'.^^^'^"" '»'^'<1^=' '"thefts  upon  miftX,S 
the  fond  adlierences  of  the  followers  :  and  although  the  holy  lESU^ 
would  certainly  have  cured  all  accidental!  inconveniences,  which  might 
havehapned.nfuchacodents,  yet  this  may  become  a  precedent  to  al 
rrelacs  to  be  prudent  in  avoiding  all  occafions  of  a  fchifm  and  Sher  *e" 
divide  apeople,  fubnut  and  relinquish  an  opportunity  of  preachingto 
the,r  mfenours,  as  knowing  that  G  O  D  is  better  feived  by  charityrK 
hom,ly  and,f  my  modefty  made  me  refigne  to  my  inferiour,  t^eadvan 
tages  of  honour  to  G  O  D  by  the  ceffion  ofhumility  is  of  greater  confideral 

Ce  aSul^fe^diSsf"''  ^^^"^^"""  ^''^^^^^  ^'  ""^  P-ed^^ 

hisl!:^enuSo'cT^v5S?w^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tt^fnf  °'  f'  Catholicke  Chu  ch,  was  cUi^us'  o  obfcrve  at  ldvt° 
tages  of  prudence  for  the  beneht  of  foules,  by  the  choice  of  pla?e  hv 
qu>tting  the  placeof  his  education,  (which  becaufe  ithad  bee„  poo''a^5 
humble  was  apt  toprorwe  contempt  to  his  doArine  and  defpite  to  Ws  per- 
fon)  by  fixmg  ,n  Capernaum,  which  had  the  advantage  of  popu  a°  i  tv  aS 
StionTf"r7,°^"^"'""l*^  "^^"-t*^^'  y« had  nof the  h^onCand  a^ 
l^l?,  ^I7*^""\'  ""'  the  Minifters  of  religion  might  be  Cht  w 
endofr  on''rP'°^'"f'"['?^"*  circumfta,Kls,  which  mayferfette 
endotGOD,  but  not  of  ambition;  to  promote  the  intereft  of  fo,iS«h\^ 

cWlferwhef  dr^PPl^^^-  ^^r^^ 

civui  mterelts,  when  diey  were  lefle  confiftentwith  the  end  of  GO  JIX 

Dd  J  and 


3? 


If  $4  AlSc^  1 2.  GONSID.  OF  CH  ?.lSt S*  r/RST  PREACHING. 
"Z  rr~  and  his Prophctkall office,  and  confidered  not  his  Mothers  houfe,  and 
_  ^^^  ^  ^'  thevoifinage  in  the  accounts  of  religion  beyond  thofe  other  places,  in 
which  he  might  better  doe  his  Fathers  work ,  in  which  a  forward  piety 
might  behold  die  infinuation  of  a  duty  to  fueh  perfons ,  who  by  rights  of 
law  and  CHfrnnie  were  fo  far  inftrumentall  to  the  cureof  foules  as  to  de- 
figne  the  perfons ',  they  might  doe  but  duty  if  they  firft  confidered  the 
interefts  of  foules  before  the  advantages  of  their  kindred,and  relatives?  and 
although  jfall  things  elfe  be  alike,  they  may  in  equall  difpofitions  preferr 
their  own  before  ftrangers  ?  yet  it  were  but  reafon,  that  they  lliould 
firft  ccnfider  fadly,  if  the  men  be  equall ,  before  they  remember  that  they 
are  of  the  kindred ,  and  not  let  this  confideration  be  ingredient  into 
the  former  judgement.  And,  another  degree  of  liberty  yet  there  is ,  if 
our  kindred  be  perfons  apt  and  holy,  and  without  exceptions  either  of 
law  or  prudence ,  or  religion  ,  we  may  doe  them  advantages  before  o- 
thers ,  who  have  fome  degrees  of  learning  and  improvement  beyond  the 
other,  orelfe  no  man  might  lawfully  preferre  his  kindred,  unlefle  they 
were  abfolutely  the  ableft  in  a  Diocefe  or  kingdome  v  which  dod^rine  were 
a  fnare  apt  to  produce  fcruples  to  the  Confciences  rather  then  advan- 
tages to  the  cure.  But  thenalfo  Pat&ons  fhould  becarefull,  that  they 
doe  not  account  their  Clerkes  by  an  eft i  mate  taken  from  comparifon 
with  unworthy  Candidates ,  fet  up  on  purpofe  ,  thatwhen  we  choofe  our 
kindred  we  may  abufe  our  confciences  by  faying  we  have  fulfilled  our 
truft ,  and  made  eledion  of  the  more  worthy.  In  thefe  and  the  like  cafes, 
let  every  man  who  is  concern  d,  deale  with  juftice ,  nobleneUe ,  and  fin- 
cerity,  with  the  fimplicity  of  a  Chriftian ,  and  the  wifdome  of  a  man, 
without  trickes  and  ftratagems  to  difadvantage  the  Church  by  doing  tcm» 
porall  advantages  to  his  freind  or  family. 
^,-  The  bleffed  Maftcr  began  his  office  with  a  Sermpa  of  repentance ,  as 

his  Decefibr  John  the  Baptift  did  in  his  miniftration ,  to  tell  the  world  that 
the  new  Covenant,  which  was  to  beeftablifhed  by  the  mediation  and 
office  of  the  holy  JESUS  was  a  Covenant  of  grace  and  favour ,  not  efta- 
blifheduponworkes,  but  upon  promifes,  and  remiffion  of  right  on  Gods 
part,  and  remiffion  of  fins  on  our  part.  The  Law  was  a  Covenant  of  works^ 
and  who  ever  prevaricated  any  of  its  fandions  in  a  confiderable  degree, 
he  ftood  fentenced  by  it  without  any  hopes  of  reftitution  fupplycd 
by  the  Law.  And  therefore  it  was  the  Covenant  ofYt^orkes'^not  becaufegood 
works  were  then  required  more  then  now,or  becaufe  they  had  more  effica- 
cy then  now,  but  becaufe  all  our  hopes  did  rely  upon  the  perfeftionof 
works  and  innocence  without  the  fupplerories  of  grace,pardon,  and  repen- 
tance. But  the  Gofpell  is  therefore  a.  Covenant  of  grace ,  not  that  works  arc 
excluded  from  our  duty ,  or  from  cooperating  to  heaven ',  but  that  be- 
caufe there  is  in  it  fo  much  mercy ,  that  the  imperfedion  of  the  works  are 
made  up  by  the  grace  of  ]ESUS ,  and  the  defe<Jts  of  innocence  are  fup- 
plyed  by  the  fubftitution  of  repentance.  Abatements  aie  made  for  the 
in^irmities  and  niiferies  of  humanity  *,  and  if  we  doe  our  endeavour  now 
after  the  maner  of  men,the  faith  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  that  is,conformity  to 
his  lawes ,  and  fubmiffion  to  his  dod:rine  entitles  us  to  the  grace  he 
hath  puixhafed  for  us,  that  is,  our  fins  for  his  fake  fliall  be  pardoned.  So 
that  the  Law  and  the  Gofpel  are  not  oppofed  barely  upon  the  title  offahb 
and  workjSf  but  as  the  Covcmnt  of  Faith  ^  mdtht  Covenant  of  worhis. 
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In  the  faith  of  aChiiftian  works  are  the  great  ingredient,  and  the  chief     p^j.^  jj, 

of  the  conftitutioH,  but  the  Gofpei  is  not  a  Covenant  of  workj^  that  is,  it  ii 

not  an  agreement  upon  theftockof  innocence  without  allowances  of  re- 
pentance, requiring  obedience  in  rigour,  and  ftri<fteft  eftimate.  But 
the  Gofpell  requires  the  holinelle  of  a  Chriftian,  and  yet  after  the  man* 
nerof  a  man,  for,  a  1  way  es  provided,  that  we  do  not  allow  to  ourfelvesj 
a  liberty ,  but  cndeavoui"  with  all  our  ftrengrh ,  and  love  with  all  our  foul  *, 
tJiat,  which  if  it  were  upon  our  allowance  would  be  required  at  our  hand?, 
nowthatitisagainft  our  will,  and  highly  contefted  againfi-,  is  put  upon 
the  Aock  of  CHRIST ,  and  allowed  tons  by  GOD  in  the  accounts  of 
pardon ,  by  the  merits  of  ]  E  S  US ,  by  the  Covenant  of  the  Gofpell. 
And  this  is ,  the  repentance  and  remiiTion  of  finnes ,  which  yohn  firft 
preached  upon  the  approximation  of  the  kingddme,  and  CHRIST 
at  the  tirftmamifeftationofit,  and  the  Apoftles  afterward  in  the  Name  of 
JESUS. 

JESUS  now  having  begun  his  preaching ,  began  alfo  to  gather  his  fa-  4* 

milyj  and  firft  called  Siinon  a.nd  Andrew  ^  thew  James  and  /oAw,  atwhofe 
vocation  he  wrought  a  miracle,  which  was  a  fignincation  of  their  office,  and 
the  fuccelTe  of  it ',  a  draught  of  fifhes  fo  great  and  prodigious ,  that  itcon- 
vinc'd  them  that  he  was  aperfon  very  extraordinary,whofe  voice  the  Fifties 
heard ,  and  came  at  his  call  *,  and  fince  he  defigned  them  to  beconje  lifiiei's 
of  men,  although  themfelves  were  as  unlikely  inftruments  to  perfwadc 
men,  as  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  man  to  command  fifhes  9  yet  they  fhould 
prevaile  in  fo  great  numbers ,  that  the  whole  world  fhould  run  after  them, 
and  upon  their  Summons  come  into  the  nett  of  the  Gofpell  y  becoming 
Difciples  of  the  glorious  Nazarene.  S.  Peter  the  firft  time  that  he 
threw  his  nett  at  the  defcent  of  the  holy  Ghoft  in  Pentecoft  catched 
three  thoufand  men ,  and  at  one  fcrmon  fometimes  the  Princes  of  a  Na- 
tioH  have  been  converted ,  and  the  whole  land  prefcntly  baptized  j 
and  the  multitudes  fo  great ,  that  the  Apoftles  were  forced  to  defign  fomc 
men  to  the  miniftration  of  baptifme  by  way  of  peculiar  office*,  and  it 
grew  to  be  work  enough,  the  eafinefle  of  the  miniftery  being  made 
buifie,  and  full  of  imployment ,  where  a  whole  Nation  became  Difciple. 
And  indeed  the  Dod^rine  is  fo  holy,  the  principle  fo  divine,  the  in- 
ftruments fo  fupcrnaturail  ,  the  promifes  fo  glorious ,  the  revelati- 
ons fo  admirable ,  the  rites  fo  myfterious ,  the  whole  fabrick  of  the 
Difcipline  fo  full  of  wifdome,  perfwafion  and  energy,  that  the  infi- 
nite number  of  the  firft  converfions  were  not  fo  great  a  wonder,  as 
that  there  are  fo  few  now :  Every  man  calling  himfelf  Chriftian ,  but 
few  having  that  power  of  Godlineffe  ,  which  diftinguifhes  Chriftian 
from  a  word  ,  and  an  empty  Name.  And  the  word  is  now  the 
feme,  and  the  arguments  greater,  for  fome  have  bin  growing  ever 
liiKe ,  as  the  prophefies  h^ve  been  fulfilled ,  and  the  fermons  more, 
and  the  Spirit  the  fame,  and  yet  fuch  diverfity  of  operations,  that  wc 
hear  and  read  the  fermons  and  dilates  Evangelicall ,  as  we  do  a  Ro- 
mance ,  but  that  it  is  with  leffe  pafTion  but  altogether  as  much  unconcern- 
ed ,  as  with  a  ftory  of  Sabmnajfar^  ot  Ibrahim  Bajfa  ',  For  we  do  not  leave 
one  vice  ,  nor  reje<S  one  luft ,  nor  deny  one  impetuous  temptation  the 
more  for  the  four  Gofpells  fake,  andallS.FWj  Epiftles  mingled  in  the 
argument.     And  yet  all  think  themfelves  fifties  within  CHRISTS  net,  and 

D  d  4  the 
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Pjyj  J  j^     the  prey  of  the  Gofpel  *,  and  it  is  true  they  are  fo  j  for  the  kingdom  is  like 

1_  unto  a  net,  which  inclofcd  fifhes  good  and  bad,  but  this  fliall  be  of  fmall 

advantage?  when  the  net  ftiall  be  drawn  to  the  ftiore,  and  the  reparation 
made. 
5.  "When  Jesus  called  thofc  Difciples,  they  had  been  fifhing all  night, 

and  caught  nothing  j  but  when  CHRIST  bad  them  let  down  the  net, 
they  took  multitudes,  to  fiiew  to  us,  that  the  fuccefie  of  our  endeavours  is 
not  in  proportion  to  our  labours,  but  the  Divine  afTiflance,  and  benedi(fti- 
on.    It  is  not  the  excellency  of  the  inftrument,  but  the  capacitie  of  the 
Subjed',  nor  yet  this  alone,  but  the  aptnefle  of  the  application,  nof 
that   without  an  influence  from  heaven ,    can  produce  the  fruits  of  a 
holy  peifwafion,  and  converfion.  Paulmay  plants  and  Apollo  Tmy  water,  tut 
GOD  gives  the  increafe.  Indeed  when  we  let  down  the  nets  at  the  Divine 
appointment,  the  fuccefie  is  the  more  probable,  and  certainly  GOD  will 
bring  benefit  to  the  place,  or  honour  to  himfelf,  or  falvation  to  them,  that 
will  obey,  or  conviftion  to  them  that  will  not :  But  what  ever  the  fruit  be 
in  refpeft  of  others,  the  reward  fliall  be  great  to  themfelves.  And  therfore 
S.Paul  did  not  fay  he  had  profited,  but  he  had  laboured  more  then  they  all,  as 
knowing  the  Divine  acceptance  would  take  its  account  in  proportion  to 
our  endeavours  and  intendments,  not  by  commenfuration  to  the  effeft, 
which  being  without  us,  depending  upon  GO  D  S  bleflmg,and  the  coope- 
ration of  the  recipients  can  be  no  ingredients  into  our  account.But  this  al- 
fo  may  help  to  fuj^pcrc  the  wearineiTe  of  our  hopes,and  the  protra<ftion  and 
deferring  of  our  eypeftation,  if  a  laborious  Prelate,  and  an  afliduous  Prea- 
cher have  but  few  returncs  to  his  many  cares  and  greater  labours.  A  whole 
night  a  man  may  labour(the  longeft  life  is  no  other)and  yet  catch  nothing, 
and  then  the  Lord  may  vitit  us  with  his  fpeciall  prefence,  and  more  forward 
afriftances,and  the  harveft  may  grow  up  with  the  fwiftneiTc  of  a  gourd,  and 
the  fruitfulnelfe  of  olives,  and  the  plaifanceof  tlie  vine,and  the  ftrength  of 
wheat.  And  whole  troops  of  penitents  may  arife  from  the  darknelTe  of  their 
graves,  at  the  call  of  one  Sermon,  even  when  he  pleafe  :  and  till  then  we 
nmfl:  be  content,  that  we  do  our  duty,,  and  lay  the  conlideration  of  th« 
cffcaatthefeetof  jESUS. 
^  In  the  dayes  of  the  Patriarks,  the  governoars  of  the  Lords  people  were 

called  Shephei'ds  ;  fo  was  Mofes,  and  fo  was  David.  In  the  dayes  of  the  Gof- 
pel they  are  Shepherds  ftill ,  but  with  the  addition  of  a  new  appellative, 
for  now  they  are  called  Fijl)ers  ;  both  the  callings  were  honefi:,humble,and 
laborious,  watchfiill  and  full  of  trouble,  but  now  that  both  the  titles  arc 
conjund  we  may  obferve  thefymbol  cf  an  implicit  and  folded  duty.There 
is  much  fimplicity  and  care  in  the  Shepherds  trade :  There  is  much  crafc 
and  labour  in  the  Fifhcrs  *,  and  a  Prelate  is  to  be  both,  full  of  piety  to  his 
flock,  careful]  of  their  welfare  *,  yet  becaufe  in  the  politicall  and  fpiritualt 
fcnfe  too,  fceding^nd  governing  are  the  fame  duty,  it  concernes  them  that 
have  cure  of  foules  to  be  difcreet  and  wary,obrervant  of  advantages,  laying 
fuch  baits  for  the  people,  as  may  intice  them  into  the  nets  of  jESUS  DiP 
cipline.  But  being  crafty  I  caught  you  (faith  S.PauL)¥or  he  was  a  Fifher  too, 
and  fo  muft  fpirituall  perfons  be  fifhcrs  to  all  fpiriruall  fenfes  of  watchful- 
nelfe  and  care  and  prudence,  onely  tliey  muft  not  fifli  for  preferment  and 
ambitious  purpofes,  but  muft  fay  with  Abraham^Date  nobis  animas^cAtera  vo- 
kis  tollhe-,  which  S.F^k/ renders,  We  fiek.not  yours,  but  you.   And  inorder.to 

fuch 
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fiich  acquift ,   the  purchafe  of  foules  j    let  them  have  the  diligence ,      p^^  jj. 

and  the  craft  of  fifliers,  thewatchfulnefle  andcarcof  lliepherds,  thepru-  . 

denceof  politickes,  the  tendcrneCe  of  parents,  the  fpirit  of  Govern- 
ment ,  thewarinelfe  of  obfervation,  great  knowledge  of  the  difpofitions 
of  their  people,  and  eyperience  of  fuch  advantages,  by  means  of 
they  may  lerve  the  ends  of  GOD,  and  of  falvation  upon  their 
loul. 

When  Peter  had  received  the  fruits  of  a  rich  miracle  in  the  prodigi- 
ous and  profpcrous  draught  of  fiihes,  he  inftantly  falls  down  at  the  feet  of 
JESUS,  and  confelfeshimfelfa  finner  ,  and  unworthy  of  the  prefencc 
of  C  H  R  I  S  T.  In  which  confefTion  1  not  onely  con  fider  the  convidiou  of  . 
his  underftanding  by  the  teftimony  of  the  miracle ,  but  the  modcfty  of  his 
fpirit, who  in  his  exaltation,^  and  the  joy  of  a  fudden  and  a  happy  iuccclTe^  . 
retired  into  humility  and  confideration  of  his  own  nnworthynel!e,Ieaft  asiic 
happens  in  fudden  joyes,  the  lavinmclfe  of  his  fpirit  Hiould  tranfport  him  t« 
intemperance,  to  loofer  affeftions ,  to  vanity,  and  garifhnefle ,  lelTe  be- 
comming  the  feverity  and  government  of  a  Difciple  of  fo  great  a  Mafter. 
For  in  fuch  great  and  fudden  accidents  men  ulually  are  diflblved  and  melted 
into  joy  and  inconfideration ,  and  let  fly  all  their  fevere  principles  and 
difcipline  of  manners,  till  as  Peter  here  did,  though  to  another  purpofe, 
they  fay  to  C  H  R  I  S  T ,  Depart  from  meO  LOR  D,  as  if  fuch  excellencies 
of  joyes  like  the  lefTer  ftarres  did  difappear  at  the  prefaice  of  him, 
who  is  the  fountain  of  all  joyes  regular  and  juft.     When  the  fpirits  of  ■ 

the  body  have  been  bound  up  by  the  cold  winter  ayre ,  the  warmth  of  the  ' ' 

fpring  makes  fo  great  an  aperture  of  the  paflages ,  and  by  con- 
fcquence  fuch  difiblution  of  fpirits  in  the  prefence  of  the  Sunnc, 
that  ic  becomes  the  occafion  of  feavers  and  violent  difeafes,  Juft  fuch 
a  thing  is  a  fudden  jov,  in  which  the  fpirits  leap  out  fi-om  their  cells  of 
aufterity  and  fobricty,  and  are  warmed  into  feavers  and  wildnelTes,  and 
forfeiture  of  all  judgement  and  rigorous  underftanding.  In  thefe  acci- 
dents the  beft:  advice  is  to  temper  and  allay  our  joyes  with  fome. in- 
fant confideration  of  the  vileft  of  ©ur  finncs,  the  fhamefulleft  of  our 
difgraces,  the  moft  dolorous  accident  of  onr  lives,  the  worft  of  our  ^i^J}!  \^'''^, 
fears,  with  meditation  of  death,  or  the  terrours  of  Doomef-day,  or  the  f^^,^''^om,'lht 
unimaginable  miferies  of  damned  and  accurfed  fpirits.  For  fuch  con-  seneca. 
(iderations  as  thefe ,  are  good  inftruments  of  fobriety ,  and  are  cor- 
redivcs  to  the  malignity  of  exceflive  joyes,  or  temporall  profpcri- 
ties,  which  like  mineralls,  unlelTe  allayed  by  art,  prey  upon  the  fpirits, 
and  become  the  union  of  a  contradidioii,  being  turned  into  mortall  me- 
dicines. 

At  this  tin'.e  jESUS  preached  to  the  people  from  the  Ship,  which  in  the  •' 

fancies  and  tropicall  difcourfings  of  the  old  Dodors  f.gnifies  the  Church,  . 
and  declares  that  the  homilies  of  order  and  authority,  muft:  be  delivered 
from  the  Oracle  j  they  that  preach  muft  befent,  and  GOD  hath  appointed 
Tutors  and  Inftrudcrs  of  our  confciencesby  fpeciall  deiignation,  and  pe- 
culiar appointment,  if  they  that  preach,  do  not  make  their  Sermons  from 
the  Ship,  their  difcourfes  either  are  the  falfe  murmures  of  heretlcks,  and 
falfe  Shepherds,  or  elfe  of  theeves  and  invaders  of  authority,  or  corrup- 
ters of  Difcipline  and  Order.  For  GOD,  that  loves  to  heare  us  in 
fpeciall   places,  will  alfo  bee  heard  himfelfe  by  fpeciall  perfcns  ; 

and 
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p      jj      and  fince  hefenc  his  Angels  Miiiifters  to  convey  his  purpofesof  old 
^  then  when  the  Law  was  ordained  by  Angels,  as  by  the  hands  of  a  Me- 

diator, now  alfo  he  will  fend  his  fervants  the  fonaes  of  men,  fince  the 
new  Law  was  ordained  by  the  Sonne  of  man,  who  is  the  Mediatour  be- 
tween GOD  and  man  in  the  New  Covenant.     And  therefore  in  the 
Ship  ]  E  S  U  S  preachc ,  buc  he  had  firft  caufed  it  to  put  otf  from  land, 
^  X«K»  y^  -^o  ^o  reprefent  to  us,  that  the  Ship  in  which  we  preach  muft  be  put  off  from 
o/^otoi  <vi>o(  T9    the  vulgar  coiumunities  of  men  ^  feparate  from  the  people,  by  thedefig- 
9^mt  c^tv  K)    nation  of  fpeciall  appointment,  and  of  fpeciall  holinefle,  that  is,  they 
f^owf  Itfivt  e     neither  muft  be  common  men,  nor  of  common  lives,  but  confecrated  by 
#6<^of  y^yi^       order ,  and  hallowed  by  holy  living,  left  the  perfon  want  authority  in  dc- 
(Mns  ^se^/^f,  ftinitionof  a  Divine  Charader,  and  his  do<^rine  loo(e  its  energy  and 
fco»oc  t/cT^f «(/-  power ,  when  the  life  is  vulgar ,  and  hath  nothing  in  it  holy  and  extra- 
^«d«/*  lAhm  yb  ordinary. 

•Ui  'Fiuir  0        The  holy  JESUS  in  the  choyce  of  his  Apoftles  was  refolute  and 
vUjj  dPtuf  U     determined  to  make  eleftion  of  perfons  bold  and  confident  (for  fo  the 
j,^^,^,^^,^^.  Galileans  were  obferved  naturally  to  be,  ^nd  Peter  was  the  boldeft  of 
Mtfi^tiiw    lii'  ^^^  twelve,  and  a  good  Sword-man,  till  the  Spirit  of  his  Mafter  had 
rpe>.Wt».f  a-  ^^^^^^  ^is  fword  within  the  fcabbard ,  and  chaimed  his  fpirit   into 
ntofUvl^t  TT  '  quietnefle  )   but  he  never  chofe  any  of  the  Scribes ,  and  Pharifees, 
ciymr  hI^qc    "^"^  ^^  ^^'^  DoftoTS   of  the  Law,   but  perfons'  ignorant  and  unlear- 
inPnhaif     '  "^^  '  ^^^^^  *"  defigne,  and  inftitutions,  whofe  divinity  is  not  demon- 
ji  pag.        ftratcd  from  other  arguments,  would  feem  an  art  of  concealement  and 
diftruft.    But  in  this,  which  derives  its  rayes  from  the  fountaine  of  wif- 
dome ,  moft  openly  and  infallibly ,  it  is  a  conteftation  againft  the  pow- 
ers of  the  world  upon  the  interefts  of  G  O  D ,  that  he  who  does  all  the 
work,  might  have  all  the  glory,  and  in  the  produdions  in  which  he  is 
faine  to  make  the  inftruments  themfelves,  and  give  them  capacity,  and 
aftivity ,  every  part  of  the  operation,  and  caufality,  and  effe^,  may  give 
to  G  O  D  the  fame  honour  he  had  from  the  Creation,  for  his  being  the 
onely  workman ',  with  the  addition  of  thofe  degrees  of  excellency ,which 
in  the  works  of  redemption  of  man  ar?  beyond  that  of  his  Creation  and 
frit  being. 


Thjl 


Vm  11. 


The  Prayer. 

OEtermlljESV^  Lord  of  the  Creatures^  and  Prince  of  the  CaMike 
Churchy  to  n'hofii  all  Creatures  obey  in  acknoypledgewent  of  thy  fupreme  Do- 
minion^  and  all  according  to  thy  difpofition  cooperate  to  the  advancement  of  thy 
Kingdome  \  he  pleafed  to  order  the  affaires  and  accidents  of  the  worlds  that  all 
things  in  their  capacity  may  doe  the  work^fthe  Gofpel,  and  cooperate  to  the  good 
$fthe  Ele^y  and  retrench  the, growth  ofvice^  and  advance  the  intei'efts  of  ver- 
tue.  Make  all  the  Jiates  and  orders  of  wen  Difciples  of  thy  holy  mftitution: 
let  Princes  worpip  thee  and  defend  Religion  ,  let  thy  Clergy  do  thee  honour  by 
ferfonall  :^eal,andvigilancy  over  their  flocks  j  let  all  the  world  fubmit  to  thy  Scep- 
ter^ andpraife  thy  righteeufnejfe^  and  adore  thy  judgements^  and  revere  thy  lawes, 
and  in  the  multitudes  of  thy  people  within  the  inclofure  of  thy  nets,  let  me  alfd 
C9immnicate  in  the  offices  of  a  ftriB  and  religious  duty ,  that  I  way  know  thy 
voyce,  and  obey  thy  call,  and  entertaine  thy  holy  Spirit,  and  improve  my  talents  *, 
that  I  may  alfo  communkate  in  the  bleffmgs  of  the  Church,  and  when  the  netsfljall 
be  drawn  to  theffme  and  the  Angels  jh  all  make  feparation  of  the  good  fi/hes  from 
the  bad,  I  may  not  be  re]elled,or  thrown  into  thofe  Seas  of  fire,  which  jh  all  affii^ 
the  enemies  of  thy  kingdome,  but  be  admitted  into  the  focieties  of  Saints,  and 
the  everUfting  communion  of  thy  bleffings  and  glories,  0  Bleffed,  and  eternall 
JESV.  Anicn. 


Difeourfe  8. 
0/Repent  AN  CE. 


Me  whole  Do^rinc  of  the  Gofpel  is  comprehended  by  the  Holy  i. 

Ghofl  in  thefe  two  Summaries,  Faith  m^  Repentance ,  that  u45,  20.  2J, 
thofe  two  potent  and  imperious  faculties,  which  com- 
mand our  lower  powers,  which  are  the  fountaine  of  actions, 
the  cccaficn  and  capacity  of  Lawes,  and  the  title  to  reward  or 
panifhmcnt,theW'///andthe7;n^er/?W7n^,  that  is,  the  whole  man  con- 
fideredin  his  fuperiovr  faculties,  may  become  fubje<Jtsof  the  Kingdome, 
fervants  of  jESUS,  and  heircs  of  glory.  Faith  fupplyes  our  iniperfed  con- 
ceptions, and  corre^s  our  ignorance,  making  us  todiftinguifii  good  from 
cvill,  not  onely  by  the  proportions  of  reafon,  and  cuftomc,  and  old  lawes. 
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Part  II.       ^"^  ^y  ^^^  "^'^  ftandard  of  the  Gofpell,    It  teaches  us  all  thofe  dntles, 

which  were  enjoyned  us  in  order  to  a  participation  of  mighty  glories ,  it 

brings  our  underftanding  into  fub)e<4ion,  making  us  apt  to  receive  the 
Spiric  for  our  guide,  CHRIST  for  our  Mafter,  the  Gofpell  for  our 
rule,  thelawesof  Chnftianity  for  our  meafureof  good  and  evill:  And 
it  fuppofes  us  naturally  ignorant ,  and  comes  to  fupply  thofe  defed:s,  which 
in  our  underftandings  were  left  after  the  fpoiles  of  innocence ,  and  wif- 
domc  made  in  Paradife  upon  Adams  prevarication ,  and  continued  and 
increafed  by  our  neglcd ,  evill  cuftomes  voluntary  deceptions ,  and  infi- 
nite prejudices.  And  as  Faith  prefuppofes  our  ignorance :  So  repentance 
prefuppofes  our  malice  and  iniquity ',  the  whole  defign  of  CHRISTS 
coming,  and  the  do<3:rines  of  the  Gofpell  being  to  recover  us  from  a  mife- 
rable  condition ,  from  ignorance  to  fpirituall  wifdome ,  by  the  conduft  of 
Faith:  and  from  a  vitious,  habitually  depraved  life,  and  ungodly  man- 
ners to  the  purity  of  the  Sonnes  of  G  O  D ,  by  the  inftrument  of  Re- 
pentance. 

And  this  is  a  loud  publication  of  the  excellency  and  glories  of  the 

"^•'  Gofpell ,  and  the  felicities  of  man  over  all  the  other  inflances  of  creation. 

The  Angels,  who  were  more  excellent  Spirits  then  humane  fouls ,  were 

not  comprehended  and  made  fafer  within  a  Covenant  and  Provifions  of 

Repentance.    Their  firft  aft  of  volition  was  their  whole  capacity  of  a  blifle- 

fuJ]  or  a  miferable  eternity  :  they  made  their  own  fentence,  when  they 

made  their  firft  Eleftion,  and  having  fuch  excellent  knowledge,  and  no 

weakneffes  to  prejudge  and  trouble  their  choice ,  what  they  firft  did ,  was 

not  capable  of  repentance ,  becaufe  they  had  at  firft  in  their  intuition  and 

fight  all ,  which  could  afterward  bring  them  to  repentance.     But  weak 

man ,  who  knowes  firft  by  elements ,  and  after  long  ftudy  learns  a  fyllable, 

and  in  good  time  gets  a  word ,  could  not  at  firft  know  all  thofe  things, 

which  were  fufficient  or  apt  to  determine  his  choice ,  but  as  he  grew  to  un- 

derftand  more,  faw  more  reafons  to  refcind  his  firft  ele^-ions.     The  An- 

gells  had  a  full  peremptory  will ,  and  a  fatisfied  underftanding  at  firft ,  and 

therefore  were  not  to  mend  their  firft  a<ft  by  a  fecond  contradid:opy.     Bus 

poor  man  hath  a  will  alwayes  ftrongeft,  when  his  underftanding  is  weakeft, 

andchoofethmoft,  when  he  is  leaftable  to  determine,  and  therefore  is 

nioft  paffionate  in  his  defires,  and  followes  his  objeft  with  greateft  earneft- 

nelTe ,  when  he  is  blindeft  ,  and  hath  the  leaft  reafon  fo  to  do.     And 

therefore  GOD  pitying  man,  begins  to  reckon  his  choices  to  be  criminal], 

juft  in  the  fame  degree ,  ashe  gives  him  underftanding.     The  violences 

and  unreafonable  adions  of  childehood  are  no  more  remembred  by  GOD, 

then  they  are  underftood  by  the  childe.     The  levities  and  paflions  of 

youth  are  not  aggravated  by  the  imputation  of  malice ,  but  are  fins  of  a 

lighter  dye ,  becaufe  reafon  is  not  yet  imprefled ,  and  marked  upon  them 

with  charaders,  and  tin^ure  in  grain :  but  he,  who,  when  he  may  choofe 

becaufe  he  underftands,  ftiall  choofe  the  evill  and  rejed:  the  good,  ftands 

marked  with  a  deep  guilt",  and  hath  no  excufe  left  to  him,   but  as  his 

degrees  of  ignorance  left  his  choice  the  more  imperfed.     And  becaufe 

.^very  finner  in  the  ftile  of  Scripture  is  a  fool ,  and  hath  an  eleftlonas  irai- 

perfe<^,  as  is  the  adion  *,  that  is,  as  great  a  declenfion  from  prudence,  t% 

■It  is  from  piety,  and  the  man  underftands  as  imperfedly  as  he  praftifesj 

Therefore  GOD  fent  his  Sonne  to  take  upon  him,  not  the  natuie  of  Angels, 
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bat  the  feed  oiAhrahaiv.^  and  to  propound  falvation  upon  fuch  termes,  as      j^j^TTE 

werepoflible:  that  is,  upon  fuch  a  piety,  which  relies  upon  experience, , 

and  triall  of  good  and  evill  *,  and  hath  given  us  leave,  if  we  choofe  aniifle 
at  firft,  to  choofe  again,  and  choofe  better.  CHRIST  having  undertaken  to 
pay  for  the  iilues  of  their  fir  ft  follies,  to  make  up  the  breach  made  by  our 
firft  weaknelfes,  and  abufed  underftandings. 

But  as  G  O  D  gave  us  this  mercy  by  CHRIST,  fo  he  alfo  revealed  it 
by  him.  He  firft  u fed  the  authority  of  a  LORD,  and  a  Creator,  and  a  5* 

Law-giver,  he  required  obedience,  indeed  upon  reafonable  rcrmts,  upon 
the  inftance  of  but  a  few  Commandments  at  firft,  which  when  he  after- 
wards multiplyed,  he  alfo  appointed  wayes  to  expiate  the  fmaller  irregu- 
larities '■y  But  left  them  eternally  bound  without  remedy,  who  fliould  doe 
any  great  violence  or  a  crim^.  But  then  he  bound  them  but  to  a  temporall 
death.  Onely  this  *,  as  an  eternall  death  was  alfo  tacitely  implyed,  fo  alfo  a 
remedy  was  feci  etly  miniftred,  and  repentance  particularly  preached  by 
homilies  diftind:  from  the  Covenant  of  jV/o/fj  law.   The  Law  allowed  no 
repentance  for  greater  crimes,/;^  that  was  convi^ed  of  adultery  was  to  die  with- 
out mercy-^hut  God  pittied  the  miferies  of  man  ,&  the  inconveniencies  of  the  ^^^  24.  24, 
Law,and  fent  CHRIST  to  fuffer  for  the  one,  and  rcm;edy  the  other,  forfo  it 
behoved  CHRISTtofuffer^  and  to  rife  from  the  dead^  and  that  repentance^  and  ji^jji,  2.  22. 
remijjien  offinsjhculd  be  peached  m  his  name  among  all  nations.  And  now  this 
is  the  laft  and  onely  hope  of  man  ',  who  in  his  naturall  condition  is  imper- 
fe^,in  his  cuftomes  vitious,  in  his  habits  impotent  and  criminall.  Becaufc 
man  did  not  remain  innocent,  it  became  necelTary  he  fliould  be  penitent? 
and  that  this  penitence  fhould  by  fome  meanes  be  made  acceptable,  that 
is,  become  the  inftrumcnt  of  his  pardon,and  reftitution  of  his  hope.  Which 
becaufe  it  is  an  aft  of  favour,  and  depends  wholly  upon  tht  Divine  digna-  Fttrcus  D(f#- 
tion,  and  was  revealed  to  us  by  jESUS  CHRIST,  who  was  made  not  onely  run)  Culter  if 
the  Prophet  and  Preacher,  but  the  Mediator  of  this  new  Covenant  and  i^frcquensjn- 
mercy,  it  was  neceffaiy  we  fhould  become  Difciples  of  the  holy  jESUS,  fanientis  dum 
and  fervants  of  his  inftitution ;  that  is,  run  to  him  to  be  made  partakers  dfapienti^  con- 
the  mercies  of  this  new  Covenant,  and  accept  of  him  fuch  conditions  as  he  fultus  erro  ', 
ihould  require  of  us.  minr.  retrorfum 

This  Covenant  is  then  confign'd  to  us,  when  we  firft  come  to  CHRIST,  vela  dare^at-^ 
that  is,  when  we  firft  profelfe  our  felves  his  Difciples,  and  his  fervants,  Dif-  que  iterare 
ciples  of  his  Doftrine,  and  fervants  of  his  inftitution  j  that  is,  in  Baptifme,  curf^s  cogor 
in  which  CHR  1ST  who  dyed  for  our  finncs  makes  us  partakers  of  his  death,  reli^hs^  Hor. 
For  we  are  buried  by  Baptifme  into  his  death  ^  faith  S.  Paul,  Which  was  alfo  re-  l.i.  Od.^^. 
prefented  in  ceremony  by  the  immerfion  appointed  to  be  the  rite  of  that  Rom.  6.  4. 
Sacrameflt.    And  then  it  is,  that  GOD  powres  forth  together  with  the  Sa-  4. 

cramentall  waters  a  falutary  and  holy  fountain  of  grace  to  v/ulli  the  foule 
from  all  its  ftaines,and  impure adherencies.  And  therefore  this  firft  acceffe  ^  ^^^'  3-  21. 
to  CHRIST  is  in  the  ftile  of  Scripture  called  re^ener^^tion,  the  newhirth^  re-  5.^'''*  ^'  ^' 
demption,  renovation^  expiation^  or  attonement  with  GOD,  2nd  juflification.  And  ^^^-3-  5-5. 1 7' 
thefe  words  in  the  new  Teftament  relate  principally,  and  properly  to  the  ■^^*"-5'^^' 
abolition  of  fins  comn/itted  before  Baptifme.  For  we  are  ]uf\jjied  freely  by  his  ^^^-  **  ^^* 
trace  through  the  reden^tion  timt  is  in  JESVS  CHRIST,  whom  GOD  hathfet  ^^^«-3-24,25. 
forth  to  be  a  propitiation  to  declare  his  Righteoufnejfe  for  the  retrajfionoffinnes 
that  are  paft.  To  declare  Ifay  at  this  time  his  righteoujnejfe.    And  this  is  that, 
which  S.  Paul  c^lh  juftjjication  by  faith,  that  boafting  might  be  excluded,  x/^j-.s". 

and       '    ^* 
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Pare  1 1.     ^'^^  ^^^  S**^^^  of  GOD  by  ]ESUS  made  exceeding  glorious.   For  this  be- 
-  ing  the  proper  work  of  CHP  1ST,  the  firft  entertainment  of  a  Difciple,  and 

manifeftation  of  that  ftate,  which  is  firft  given  him  as  a  favour,  and  next  in- 
tended as  a  duty,  isa  totall  abolition  of  the  precedent  guilt  of  fmne,  and 
leaves  \ioth' ng  remaining,  that  can  condemne  j  we  then  freely  receive  the 
intire,  and  perted  effe(Jl  of  that  attonement,  which  CHRIST  made  for  usi 
we  are  put  into  a  condition  of  innocence  and  favour.  And  this  I  fay  is 
done  regularly  in  Bap tifme',  and  S.  F^w/exprefTes  it  to  this  fenfe,  after 
he  had  enumerated  a  fcries  of  vices  fubjefted  in  many,he  3.ddcs^andfHcbn>ere 
iCor  6  II     ^'^'^'^  ^fy^^->  ^^^y^  ^^^  wajhed^  but  ye  arefan^ifiediThei-c  is  nothing  of  the  old 
I  Fet  I   1 3*    ^^^^^  remanent,when  ye  were  wajhedye  werefan^ified  or  as  theScripture  calls 
*    it  in  another  place ,    Tee  were  redeemed  from  your  viine  converfdthn. 
For  this  grace  was  the  formality  of  the  Covenant.    Repent^  and  believe 
5»  the  Gofpel.  Repent^  and  be  converted^  (fo  it  is  in  S.  Peters  Sermon,)  and  your 

^n  '^*  -^""^-^  i^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ->  ^^^^  ^^s  the  Covenant.  But  that  CHRIST 
^.  3.  19.  chofe  BaptifmiC  for  its  fignature  appeares  in  the  Parallel  j  Repent  and  be 
M  h'  A  <  ^^P^K^d^  and  wajl)  away  your  ftnnes  •,  For  CHRIST  loved  his  Churchy 
Tp'^lr<  ^^^  ^^^  h'mfelfe  for  it,  that  hee  might  fanUife  and  clean fe  it  with  the 
£-pheJ.$,26.  .ffiafhing  of  water  by  the  word  ^  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelfe  a  glo- 
,  ,  ,     rious  Church  ,  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkje  ,  or   any  fuch  thing ,  but  that  it 

^^,"'f\ '"'"  **  ffjould  be  holy  and  without  blemiih.  The  fanftification  is  integral!,  the  pardon 
X*]   ay^c^^y    j^  univerfall  and  immediate. 

^a)i7if,  mttH^-  £^^j.  j^^^^  ^.j^g  procefie  is  fhort,  no  more  at  firft  but  this ,  Repent  and  be 
T*  i«a2ir  ;^/-  baptiz^ed^  and  wajh  away  your  ftnnes  ^  which  baptifir.e  becaufe  it  was  fpec- 
roj  n-h  St  '»-  ^jjy  >f-  aclminiftred,andyet  not  without  the  preparatives  of  Faith  and  Rc- 
fA«.s^^md-utfi\.  pentance,  it  is  certain  thofe  predlfpofitions  were  but  inftruments  ofre- 
%^  <m  'w/rit/'-  ception,  aft  ions  of  great  facility,  offmall  imployment,  and  fuch  as  fup- 
•yJjc  eit  T6>  &tf'-  poling  the  perfon  not  unapt  did  confefle  the  infinitenelfe  of  the  Divine 
ta7o»  OMK  (T/a  mercy,  and  fulnelfe  of  the  redemption*,  and  is  called  by  the  Apoftle, 
•w  |8at«»7i7w$f-    a  beingjuftijied freely. 

7^  xwuvo)  ire  Upon  this  ground  it  is ,  that  by  the  Doftrine  of  the  Church,  heathen 
«wr«Vitfc<itTO  ^tr[on%ftr  angers  from  the  Covenant  of  Grace  ^  were  invited  to  a  confeflioii 
yy»'%*  Jgnat.  of  faith,  and  dereliftion  of  falfe  religions,  with  a  promife,  that  at  the 
ad  Trail  very  firft  refignation  of  their  perfons  to  the  fervice  of  JESUS,  they  ftiould 

E/wv  n  St  V-  obtain  full  pardon.  It  was  S.  Cyprians  counfell  to  old  Demetrianus.  "  iVow 
/«1©-,  >9  «-■-  in  the  evening  of  thy  dayes  ,  when  thy  foule  is  abmfl  expiring ,  repent  of  thy 
rwif,  J9  f  J''^»  ftnnes,  believe  in  fESVS^  and  turn  Chrifiian'y  and  although  thou  art  almofi 
cl  r!^TA^C'  in  the  embraces  of  death,  yet  thou  jltalt  be  comprehended  «/  immortality.  Bapti- 
xi'ju^o^im  >9  :^atus  ad  horam  fecurus  hinc  exit,  faith  S.  Auftin.  A  baptized  perfon 
^^yolltvlp  dying  immediately  fhall  live  eternally  and  glorioufty.  And  this  was 
•Tf  li^froiy  Ik-  the  cafe  of  the  Thiefe  ''"  upon  the  CrolTe  *,  he  confeffed  CHRIST,  and  re- 
#iv>3)  T»v  pentedof  his  fins  and  beg'd  pardon,  and  did  afts  enough  to  facilitate  his 
fii}>.is<;m  Ufii-  firft  accefie  to  CHRIST,and  but  to  remove  the  hindrances  of  Gods  favours 
;^i^  t5  0«     then  he  was  redeemed  and  reconciled  to  GOD  by  the  death  of  jESUS, 

X?i7/r,  fuft. 

Idart.  Vial  cum  Tryph.     AH.  8.  38.   (Z^  10.  47.  (Z^  1 6-  <^^h  1 5-  e^  ver.  35.     Rom.  3.  24. 
*  Eadern  efl  ratio  laborantium  in  vinea,  quos  Vominus  in  Parabola ,_  Matth.  2o._  undecima  de-^ 
tmm  hora  conduxerat,  omnes  ^ualem  fortempromerebantur*  Ratio  4,  eft  ^  fiia  4ntea  vocati 
■  mn  mnu  Nemo  nos  conduxcratjuy. 

that 
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that  is ,  he  was  pardoned  with  a  full ,  inftantancous ,  inregrall  and  cicarc      p^j.^  jj^ 
pardon  :  Widi  fuch  a  pardon  ,  which  declared  the  glory  of  G  O  D  S  nier- * 


cies,  and  the  infinitenelle  of  CHRISTS  merit,  and  fuch  as  required  licetlatroveni- 
a  meere  reception  ,  and  entertainment  on  mans  part.  ^"^  meruiffct  in- 

But  hen  we  having  received  fo  great  a  favour,  enter  into  Covenant  to  n"«<^eomni  luo 


crimine,  nonta- 


correfpond  with  a  proportionable  endeavour  j  the  benefit  of  abfolute  par-  nien  dedic  bap- 
don  ,  that  is,  falvation  of  ourfoules,  being  not  to  be  received,  till  the  tixi  is  pcccxudi, 
times  of  refrejhing  (hall  come  from  the  prefence  oftheLORD  •,  all  the  inter-  &  perieverandi 
vail  we  have  promifed  to  live  a  holy  life  in  obedience  to  the  whole  Difci-  *r!.„®"^f"T:« 
pline  of  J  E  S  U  S.     That  s  the  condition  on  our  part :  And  if  we  preva-  tixatus  eft,  <jui 
ricate  that ,  the  mercy  fhewen  to  the  "^  Blefled  Theife  is  no  argument  of  tunc  primum 
hope  to  us ,  becaufe  he  was  faved  by  the  mercies  of  the  firft  accelfe,  which  chi  ittum  incru- 
corrcfponds  to  the  remiffion  of  fins ,  we  receive  in  Baptifmej  andwefhall  p^oJ^n^Jgn^^^ni^^ 
perifh  by  breaking  our  own  promifes  and  obligations,  which  CHRIST  paf-  f]  j^  extremo  vi- 
fed  upon  us,  when  he  made  with  us  the  Covenant  of  an  intire  and  gracious  tahiatu  advene- 
pai"don.  rit,  fanac  &  libe- 

For  in  the  precife  Covenant  there  is  nothing  elfe  defcribed,  but  pardon  fo  j"^"^ "?  ?l^)"t!one^ 
given,  and  afcertaincd  upon  an  obedience  perfevering  to  the  end.  And  this  tem"c"  m Wtue- 
is  clear  in  all  thofe  places  of  Scripture,  which  expreflea  holy,  and  innocent  runc,nunquam 
life  to  have  been  the  purpofeand  defignof  CHRI5TS  death  foriis,  ^nd  re-  convercivolue- 
demption  of  us  from  the  former  eftate.  CHRlSt  bare  our  ftnnes  in  his  own  r"nc,confiteiue« 
body  on  the  tree^  that  we  being  dead  unto  ftnnes^  fhould  live  unto  righteoufneffe^  by  nequcunt'^noa^* 
rvbofe  ftripes  ye  are  healed.  [  £x/«^e  Jfrom  our  being  healed,  from  our  dying  fie  Facileacqui- 
untofinne,  from  our  being  buried  with  CHRIST,  from  our  being  baptized  runt,qnodvo- 
unto  his  death ',  the  end  of  CHRISTS  dying  for  us  is,  that  we  fliould  live  l^nt.s.Aug  cap. 
unto  riehteoufneffe :  which  was  alfo  highly  and  Prophetically  ex'preifed  by  ^."^^"s.  de  penk. 
S.  ^dc?4ry  in  his  Divine  extafie.  this  was  the  oath  ^  which  he  [ware  to  our  j^'^^  .^ 
father  Abraham^  that  he  would  grant  unto  us  ^  that  we  being  delivered  out  o/vid.'parc.2  con- 
the  hands  of  our  Enemies  might  ferve  him  without  fear  in  holineffe  and  righ-  li  1  ofcruciSx. 
teoufneffe  before  him  all  the  dayes  of  our  life.     And  S.  Paul  difcouifes  to  this  oKjefus 
purpofe  peutinently  and  largely.     For  the  grace  of  0  0  T>  ^  that  bringeth  '•  ^^^'  2.24, 
falvation  hath  appeared  to  all  men^  teaching  us  that  denying  ungodlinejfe  and  ^^h  i'73* 
worldly  luf^s    {^  hi  funt  Angcli^  cpiibus  in  lavacro  remintiavimus.     faith  Ter~  2.  T/r.ii, 
tullian^  thofe  are  the  evill  Angels,  the  Devill  and  his  works ,  which  we 
deny  or  renounce  in  Baptifme  J  we  fliould  live  foberly .,  righteoufly .,  and 
godly  in  this  pre fent  worlds  that  is,  lead  a  whole  life  in  thepurfuicof  uni- 
verfall  holineffe^  [  fobriety  ,  juftice  and  godlinefle  being  the  proper  lan- 
guage to  lignifie  our  religion,  and  refpefts  to  GOD,  to  our  neighbours, 
and  to  our  felves,]  and  that  this  was  the  very  end  of  our  dying  in  baptifmc,  . 
and  the  defigne  of  CHRISTS    manifeftation  of  our  redemption  he 
addes  [  looking  for  that  blejfed  hope ,   and  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  . 
GOD,  and  our  SAVIOUR    'jfESIJS  ,  who  gave  himfelfe  fir  us'] 
to  this  very  purpofe  [  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity ,  and  pu-  . 
rifie  unto  himfelfe  a  peculiar  people   z^ealous  of  good  works  J    purifying  a 
people  peculiar  to  himfelfe  is  cleanfing  it  in  the  lavcr  of  regeneration, 
and,   appropriating  it  to  himfelfe  in  the  rites  of  admifiion  and  prcfefii- 
ou.     which  plainly  dcfignes  the  firfl:  confignation  of  our  redeniption 
to  be  in  baptifirie,  and  that  CHRIST  there  deniing  his  Church  from  e- 
very  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  made  a  Covenant  with  u£,that  we  fliould  renounce  all 
our  fins ,  and  he  ftiould  cleanfe  them  all,  and  then  that  we  fliould  abide  in 

iliac .' 
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Part  II.      ^^^^  ^^^^*    ^^^i^^  'S  ^^'^^  '^'^T  eyp'icirtly  fet  down  by  the  fame  Apoftlc  U 

• !__  that  divine,  and  myftciicus  Epiftle  to  theixcmanes^  How  jhiUwe^  Wat 

Rom.  ^.2,4.  ^1-  dead  to  fmne ,  Ircc  any  longer  therein  ^  Know  ye  not ,  that  fo  many  of  «/, 
as  were  baptized  mo  JESV  S  C  H  KI  St^  were  bapti^^ed  into  his  death  ? 
Well,  what  then  ?  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him  by  Bapufme  into  his  deaths 
that  like  as  C  HR  I  ST  was  raifedupfrom  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
even  fo  we  alfo  Jhould  walks  iu  mwne^fe  of  life.  Thac's  the  end ,  and  myfte- 
rioufnefTe  of  baptifme ,  it  is  a  confignacioa  into  the  deatli  of  C  H  R  1  S  T, 
and  we  dye  with  him  that  once ,  thit  is ,  dye  to  finne ,  that  we  may  for 
ijerfe  6»  ^^^'"  ^^^^^  ^'^^  '■^^  ^^^^  of  righteoufneffe'KnoK?/??!;  this^that  our  oldjmn  is  cruci- 
fied with  him ,  that  the  body_  of  fmne  nvght  be  dejiroyed ,  that  henceforth  we 
Jhould  not  ferve  fmne.  That  is  from  the  day  of  oui"  Baptifme,  to  the  day 
of  our  death.  And  therefore  GOD  who  knowes  the  weakneffes  of  our 
part,  and  yet  the  ftrid:neire  and  neceflity  of  conferving  baptifmall  grace 
by  the  Covenant  Evangelicall  hath  appointed  the  auxiliaries  of  the  holy 
Spirit  to  be  niiniftred  to  all  baptized  people  in  the  holy  rite  of  Confirma- 
tion, that  it  might  be  made  poffible  to  be  done  by  Divine  aides  5  which  is 
neceflary  to  be  done  by  the  Divine  Commandments. 
13.  And  this  might  not  be  improperly  faid  to  be  the  meaning  of  thofe  words 

of  oui'blefied  SAVIOUR.  He  that  fpeakj  a  word  againfi  the  Sonne  of 
Man ,  it  jhall  be  forgiven  him ,  but  he  that  fpeakj  a  word  againji  the  holy 
"Vicia  Catech  ^^^^^  '  it  Jhall  not  be  forgiven  k^m.  That  is,  thofe  finnes ,  which  were  com- 
meninonimpui  fitted  in  infidelity ,  before  we  became  Difciples  of  the  holy  JESUS 
tanturfideli:imo  are  to be  remitted  in  Baptifme,  and  ourfirft  profefTion  of  the  religion  : 
&  pligamia  ante  but  the  finnes  committed  after  baptifme  and  confirmation ,  in  which  we 
cfe?do^k)"^n "  ^^^^^'^  the  holy  Ghoft ,  and  by  which  the  holy  Spirit  is  grieved ,  are  to 
ponebatobicem.  ^'^  accounted  for  with  more  feverity.  And  therefore  the  '*'  Primitive 
j>.Hieroii  in  fin.  Church,  underftanding  our  obligations  according  to  this  difcourfe  admit- 
apJ.T.contra  ed  not  any  to  holy  Orders ,  who  had  lapfed  and  fallen  into  any  linne,  of 
^"P'^'d  b  "v^'hich  fhe  could  take  cognifance ,  that  is,  fuch  who  had  not  kept  the  in- 
conjufaU  *  De°  ^^g^^^Y  ^^  their  baptifme ,  but  finnes  committed  before  baptifme  were  no 
Sacraiiento e-  impediments  to  the  fufception  of  orders,  becaufe  they  were abfolutely 
iiimagitur,  non  extinguifned  in  baptifme.  This  is  the  nature  of  the  Covenant  we  made 
depcccaco.  Nam  in  baptifme,  that's  the  grace  of  the  Gofpell ,  and  the  effeft  of  faith  and 
nia  peccata  di™  ^^P^^^^^nce ,  and  it  is  cxpefted  we  fliould  fo  remain.  For  it  is  no  where 
mittuiitur.  "  exprelTed  to  be  the  mercy  and  intention  of  the  Covenant  Evangelicall, 
Can.  Apoh.  17.  that  this  redemption  fhould  be  anymore  then  once,  or  that  repentance 
Concil.  Eliber.c,  vvhich  is  in  order  to  it ,  can  be  renewed  to  the  fame  or  fo  great  purpofes, 
Mundiispoft      and  prefent  effefts. 

dUuvium  rurfus  ^ut  after  we  are  once  reconciled  in  Baptifme  and  put  intirely  into 
delinqnenj  igni  GODS  favour,  when  wehave  once  been  redeemed,  if  we  then  fall  a- 
deftinatur :  iicut  way  into  finne,  we  muft  e-Kpe(^  GODS  dealing  with  us  in  another  manner, 
&  homoqiii  poft  ^y,^  ^.q  other  purpofes.  Never  muft  we  expeft  to  be  fo  again  juftitied  ',  and 
lia"rX™rat.  "P°"  ^^^^  termes  as  formerly  :  the  beft  dayes  of  our  repentance  are  inter- 
Tercuii  de  bap-  rnpted  j  not  that  GOD  will  never  forgive  them  ,  that  fin  after  baptifme, 
tis.  and  recover  by  repentance",  but  that  reftitut  ion  by  repentance  after  bap- 

1 1.  tifme  is  another  thing  then  the  firft  redemption.  No  fuch  intire  cleare,  and 
Nwnchic  dies  a- inccgrall  determinate,  and  prefentiall  effefts  of  repentance ',  but  an  im- 
f  r^Tlio"^*'^'  perfe^%  httle,  growing,  uncertain,  and  hazardous  reconciliation.  A  re- 
peftuiar  "*°"*  P^ntance  5  that  is  alwayes  in  produ^ion ,  a  renovation  by  paits,  a  pardon 

thac 
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that  is  revocable,  zfahatm  to  be  wrought  by  feare  and  trmhUng ;  all  our     -^^^  jj^ 
remanent  life  nmft  be  in  bitternefe,  our  hopes  allayed  with  feares,  our  ^__*    ..- 

•meat  attempered  with  Colliquintida,  and  death  is  in  the  pot :  as  our  beft 
adions  are  inipeifeft,  foour  greateft  graces  aie  but  pofiibilities,  and 
-aptnefles  to  a  reconcilement,  and  all  our  life  we  are  working  our  felves 
hito  that  condition,  we  had  in  Baptifme,  and  loft  by  our  relapfe.  As  the 
habit  lefiens,  fo  does  the  guilt  j  as  onr  vertues  are  impcrfed",  fo  is  the  par- 
don ;  and  becaufe  our  piety  may  be  interrupted,  our  ftate  is  uncertaiue, 
till  our  pofTibilities  of  fin  are  ceafed,till  our  fight  is  finiflied,  and  the  vifto-  Ante  obimm  ne- 
ry  therefore  made  rure,becaufe  there  ii  no  more  fight.  And  it  is  remark-  aJnen/'Six.^"*' 
able,that  S.  jP^fer  gives  counfell  to  live  holily  in  purfuance  ofourreie/Tip-  2P^Ui\f* 
tion,  of  our  calling^  and  of  our  efcaping  from  that  corruption^  that  is  in  the  world      ijer,^4- . 
•through  lufi^  left  we  lofe  the  !:^cnefit  of  our  purgation,  to  which  by  way  of     ^^^,  iq^ 
antithefis  he  oppofes  this.    Wherefore  the  rather  give  diligence  to  nutkeyour 
filing  and  eleftienfure.  And^ifye  do  thefe  things  ye  jhall  never  fall.  Meanbig,  ^. . 
hy  the  perpetuating  our  ftate  of  Baptifmeand  firft  repentance  we  fliall  ne-  Vi^^^^^^^f^ 
^cr  fall,  but  be  in  a  furc  eftate  •,  our  calling  and  eleUion  fhall  be  fure.  But  ^^^^ii'  !•  21, 
not,  if  we  hWj  if  we  forget  we  were  purged  from  our  old  fins  y  if  we  for-    .'  :.  .^?*'*3' 
feit  our  calling ,  we  have  alfo  made  oui"  cledion  unfure,  moveable,  and 
difputable. 

So  that  now  the  hopes  of  lapfed  finners  relies  upon  another  bottome. 
And  as  in  Mofes  Law  there  was  no  revelation  of  repentance,  but  yet  the 
Jewes  had  hopes  in  G  O  D,  and  were  taught  the  fuccours  of  repentance  by 
-the  homilies  of  the  Prophets^  and  other  accelTory  notices :  So  in  the 
•Gofpel  the  Covenant  was  eftablifhed  upon  faith  and  repentance,but  it  wa« 
■configned  in  Baptifiiie,  and  was  verifiable  onely  in  the  integrity  of  a  fol- 
lowing holy  life :  but  yet  the  mercies  of  GOD  in  pardoning  finners  lapfed 
after  Baptifme  was  declared  to  us  by  collaterall  and  indire<^  occafions  i  by 
the  fernions  of  the  Apoftles,and  the  Commentaries  of  Apoftolicall  perfons,  ' 

-who  underftood  the  meaning  of  thefpirit,  and  the  purpofcs  of  the  divine 
mercy,and  thofe  other  fignifications  of  his  will,which  the  bleiTed  ]  E  S  U  S  • 
Jeft  upon  records  in  other  parts  of  hisTeftament,as  in  codicils  annexed,be- 
'fides  the  precife  Teftamcnt  it  felf.  And  it  is  certain,  if  in  the  Covenant  of 
rgrace  there  be  the  fame  involution  of  an  after  rcpentance,as  there  is  of  pre- 
fent  pardon  upon  paft  repentance,  and  future  fandity ,  it  is  impoflible  to 
3nftit]e,that  a  holy  life,and  a  perfevering  fandity  is  injoyned  by  the  Cove- 
nant of  the  Gofpel :  If  I  fay  in  its  firft  intention  it  be  deciared,that  we  may 
as  well,and  upon  the  fame  termes  hope  for  pardon  upon  a  recovery  here- 
after, as  upon  the  pcrfeverance  in  the  prefent  condi  tion. 

From  thefe  prcmifes  we  may  foon  underftand,what  is  the  duty  of  a  Chri-  I  §v  ; 

ftian  in  all  his  life,  even  to  purfue  his  own  undertaking  made  in  Baptifme, 
or  his  firft  accefie  to  C  H  R  1ST,  and  redemption  of  his  perfon  from  the 
guilt  and  puniftiment  of  finnes.  The  ftate  of  a  Chriftian  is  called  in  Scnp- 
turc^  Regeneration^  fpnituall  life^  walkjng  after  the  Spirit^  walking  in  newnejfe 
oflife^  that  is  a  bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance.  That  repentance 
•^hich  tied  up  in  the  fame  ligament  with  faith  was  the  difpofitions  of  a  Chri=> 
•ftian  to  his  regeneration,  and  atonement  muft  have  holy  life  in  perpetuall 
fucceftion  *,  for  that  is  the  apt  and  proper  fruit  of  the  firft  repentance,which 
John  the  B*  preached  as  an  introduftion  to  Chriftianity,and  as  an  entertain- 
iiig  the  redemption  by  the  blood  of  the  Covenant.  And  all  that  is  fpoken  in 

E  e  ,        the 
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p     ^      '  the  new  Teftamcnt  \i  nothing  but  a  calling  upon  us  to  do,  what  we  promi- 
fed  in  our  rcgeneration,to  perform  that,which  was  the  defigne  of  CHRIST, 
who  therefore,  redeemed  us^and  bare  cur  fins  in  his  own  body, that  we  might  dye 
unto  fin^  and  live  unto  righeoufneffe. 
1 4.  This  is  that  faying  of  S.  Faul'-,  Follow  peace  -with  all  men,  and  holineffe^with- 

Heh  1 2. 1 4.  ^^^  ^^^^^  "0  "*^«  i^^^^ll  f^s  ^f^^  LORD,  looking  diligently^  leaft  any  men  fail  of  the 
grace  of  GOT), leaft  any  root  ofbitternejfefpringing  up  trouble  you.  Plainly  faying^ 
that  unlelfe we  purfuc  the  ftate  of  holinelle,  and  Chriftian  communion,  into 
which  we  were  baptized,  when  we  received  the  grace  of  GOD,  we  (hzUfail  of 
the  ftate  of  grace,  and  never  come  to  fee  the  glories  of  the  LORD.  And  a 
Heb*  10.  22.  little  before,  let  us  draw  neer  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  ajfurance  of  faith,  having 
verfe  1 6y  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience^nd  our  bodies  wajhed  with  pure  water . 

That's  the  firft  ftate  of  our  redemption ,  that's  the  Covenant  GOD  made  with 
us ,  toremember  our  fins  no  more^and  teputhis  lawes  in  our  hearts  andmnds.  And 
this  Wis  donc,when  our  bodies  were  wajhed  with  water,  and  our  hearts  fprink: 
led  from  an  evill  conference,  that  is,  in  Baptifme.  It  remains  then,  that  we  per- 
fift  in  the  condition ,  that  we  may  continue  our  title  to  the  covenant,  for 
f  er/V  23.25.  fo  it  follows :  Let  us  holdfafi  tbe  profeffion  of  our  faith  without  wavering.  For  if 
we  fin  wilfully  after  the  profeffion,  there  remaines  m  morefacrifice :  that  is.  If  we 
hold  not  faft  the  profcfTion  of  our  Faith,  and  continue  not  the  conditi- 
on of  the  Covenant,  but  fall  into  a  contrary  ftare,we  have  forfeited  the  mer- 
cies of  the  covenant.  So  that  all  our  hopes  of  blelfedneffe,  relying  upon 
the  Covenant  made  with  GOD  in  jESUSCHRIST,are  afcertain. 
<d  upon  us  ky  holding  faft  that  profejjion  :  by  retaining  our  hearts  ft  ill  fprink.- 
led  from  an  evill  confcience  *,  by  following  peace  with  all  men  and  holinejfe :  For 
by  not  failing  of  the  grace  of  G  0  D ,  wc  fliall  not  fail  of  our  hopes ,  the 
mighty  price  of  our  high  calltng^  but  without  all  this,  we  Ihall  never  fee  the 
face  of  G  O  D. 
'  5«  To  the  fame  purpofe  are  all  thofe  places  of  fcrlpture,  which  entitle  us  to 

CHRIST zrA  the  fpirit  upon  no  other  condition,  but  a  holy  life,  and  a  pre- 
2.C«f.  1 3.  5»    vailing,  habituall,viftorious  grace.  Know  ye  not  your  own  fe  Ives,  Brethren,  hovf 
that  JE  SVS  CHRIST  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates  ?  There  are  but 
two  ftates  of  being  in  order  to  eternity,  either  a  ftate  of  the  inhabitation 
of  C  H  S I  S  T ,  or  the  ftate  of  reprobation.    Either  C  H  R  I  S  T  is  in 
us ,  or  we  are  reprobates.  But  what  does  that  fignify ,  to  have  CHRIST 
Km*^*lo.      ^^^^^^^i  ^"  ^^-  ^h^c  ^1^0  wc  Icarne  at  the  feet  of  the  fame  Dolour;  // 
C  H  Rl  St  be  in  you,  the  body  is  dead  by  reafon  of  fin ,  but  the  fpirit  is  life 
becaufe  of  righteou{neffe.    The  body  of  fin  is  mortined ,  and  the  life  of 
grace  isaftive,  buify,  and  fpirituall  in  all  them,  who  are  not  in  the 
ftate  of  reprobation.     The  Parallel  with  that  other  exprcffion  of  his  y 
Cr<i/.  5.  24.       ^^>  ^^^^  ^^  C  -^-^  ISTS  have  crucified  the  fiejh  with  the  affections  and  lufts^ 
If  fin  be  vigorous,  if  it  be  habituall,  if  it  be  beloved,  if  it  be  not  dead  or 
dying  in  us,we  are  not  of  CHRISTS  portion,  we  belong  not  to  him,  nor  he 
l.Joh.  3.  9,    to  us.  For  whoever  is  born  efG  0  D  doth  mt  commit  fin,  for  his  feed  remaineth 
in  him,andhe  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  GOD  *,  that  is,  every  regenerate 
perfon  is  in  a  condition,  whofe  very  being  is  a  contradi(ftion,and  an  oppofice 
defign  to  fin.  When  he  was  regenerate  and  born  a  new  of  water,  and  the  fpi- 
nt9  the  feed  of  GOD,  the  originall  of  piety  was  put  intohim  and  bidden  to 
«        -  .  o     encreafe  and  multiply.  The  -f^ed  of  GOD  (in  S.  John)  is  thefame  with  the 
^  war  4  of  GOD  ( in  S.  James  ^)  by  which  he  begat  us^  and  aj  long  as  this  re- 
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walncs,  a  regenerate  perfoH  cannot  be  given  up  to  fin,  for  when  he  is,  he      p^j.  jj^ 

quits  his  baptifnie,  he  renonnces  the  Covenant,  he  alters  his  relation  to 1^ 

GOD  in  the  fame  degree  as  he  enters  into  a  ftate  of  finne. 

And  yet  this  difcourfc  is  no  otherwife  to  be  underftood  then  according  1 4* 

to  the  defgnt  of  the  thing  it  felf,  and  the  purpofe  of  GOD,  that  is,  that  it 
be  a  deep  engagement,  and  an  efteduall  contideration  for  the  ncceffity  of 
a  holy  life :  but  at  no  hand  let  it  be  made  an  inftrument  of  defpaire,nor  an 
argument  to  leffen  the  influences  of  the  divine  mercy.  For  although  the 
nicety  and  limits  of  the  Covenant  being  configned  in  Baptifme,  are  fixed 
upon  the  condition  of  a  holy  life,  and  perfcvering,  uninterrupted  fandityj 
and  our  redemption  is  wrought  but  once,  compleated  but  once,  we  are  but 
once  abfolutely,  intircly,  and  prefentially  forgiven,  and  reconciled  to 
GOD,this  reconciliation  beipg  in  vertue  of  the  facrifice,  and  this  faaifice 
applyed  in  Baptifme  is  one,  2s  baptifme  is  one,  and  as  the  facrifice  is  one  : 
yet  the  mercies  of  GOD  befides  this  great  feaft  hath  fragments,  which  the 
Apoftles  and  Minifters  fpirituall  are  to  gather  up  in  baskets^  and  minifter 
to  the  after  needs  of  indigent  and  neceflitous  Difciples. 

And  this  we  gather,  as  fj-agments  are  gathered  by  refperfed  fayings,  in-  ij^ 

ftances  and  examples  of  the  Divine  mercy  recorded  in  holy  Scripture. 
The  holy  JESUS  commanded  us  to  forgive  our  brother  70.  times  fcvea 
times,  when  he  asks  our  pardon,  and  implores  our  mercy  *,  and  fincc  the 
Divine  mercy  is  the  pattern  of  ours,  and  is  alfo  procured  by  ours,  the  one 
being  made  the  meafure  of  ours  by  way  of  precedent,  and  by  way  of  re-       - 
ward,  GOD  will  certainly  forgive  us  as  we  forgive  our  brother  j  and  it  ^^'•»''» 
cannot  be  imagined  GOD  fhould  oblige  us  to  give  pardon  oftner  then  he  7^^^^  5- 
will  give  it  himfelf,  efpccially  fince  he  hathexprefled  ours  to  be  a  title  of  ^'  '"i  *"''''^'«- 
a  proportionable  reception  of  his  i  and  hath  alfo  commanded  us  to  ask  J"  ^ " , '^f*^'^'" 
V-ardon  all  dayes  of  our  life,  even  in  our  daily  offices,  and  to  beg  it  in  the  V^  ^"y*'  «'»'<s"- 
meafure,  and  rule  of  our  owne  charity,  and  forgivenefTe  to  our  brother,  ^'f'^;'*  ^  *'" 
And  therefore  GOD  in  his  infinite  wifdome  forefeeing  our  frequent  relap-  fff^'^'*^  «  ©e?<r- 
fes,  andconfideringour  infinite  infirmities,  appointed  in  his  Church  an  '^.'^^^,5  *^'* 
ordinary  miniOery  of  pardon  i  dcfigning  the  Minifter  to  pray  for  fmners,  ^"to^-^^*?*/ ^;t^-- 
and  promifing  to  accept  him  in  that  his  advocation,  or  that  lie  would  open  '^«'f«'^»  '^^t 
©r  fhut  heaven  refpe<ftively  to  his  ad  on  earth,  that  is,  he  would  heare  his  ^^^^  >f^^^^ 
prayers,  and  verifie  his  miniftry,  to  whom  he  hath  commtted  the  word  efre-  '^*'  Myla^^u' 
conciljatm.  This  became  a  duty  to  Chriftian  Miniftcrs,  fpirituall  perfons,  e/-  >'»«7«  o  w 
fthatthey  ftiould  reftore  a perfon  overtaken  in  a  fault]  that  is,  reduce  him  to  ^<^>«J  '^'  «w 
the  condition  he  begins  to  locfe,  [thatthty  fliould  pray  over  ftckperfons^  d^fJa}jJ  ^j- 
wbo  are  alfo  cotmmded  to  confejfe  tkeirfinnes^  and  GOD  hath  promifed,  that  ''«»o«'''7' .  Can, 
theftnnes  they  have  committed jhall  be  forgrven  them.    Thus  S.  Paul  abfolved  apoftol,$i . 
the  inceftuous,  excommunicate  Corinthian,  Intheperfon  of  Chrift  he  forgave  ^  rnTiv^eit  ^a- 
him.  And  this  alfo  is  the  confidence  S.^ohn  taught  the  Chriftian  Church,up-  e«  ®««  ^'^•i* 
on  the  flock  of  the  excellent  mercy  of  GOD,  and  propitiation  of  jESUS.  k)  /«fff<«r,  u 
If  we  confejfe  our  fms  he  u  faith  full  and  ]uf\  to  forgive  us  our  fins  ^  and  to  cleanfs  <^iKA\^}(»7rhlt^ 
us  from  all  unrighteoufnejfe.  Which  difcourfehe  dire<^s  to  them,  who  were  p^  >"c/7»  mc 
Chriflians  already  initiated  into  the  inftitution  of  jESUS.    And  the  Epi-  Wat  Ko^ayyet. 
ftles,  which  the  Spirit  fent  to  the  7.  Afian  Churches,  and  were  particular-  otc.(  oi'u<^^  . 
ly  addrefled  to  the  Bifhops,  the  Angels  of  thofe  Churches,  aie  exhortari-  S.  Baftl  Can: 
ons ,  fome  to  perfcverance,  fome  to  repentance ,.  that  they  may  returne  panit. 
fromwhance^  they   are  fallen^     And   the  cafe  is  fo  with  us  ,    That  i  Job.  1.9, 
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Part  1 1.     *^  **^  inipofTible  we  fliould  be  aftually  and  perpetually  free  from  finne  in 

^^ [^  the  long  fuccelTion  of  a  buifie ,  an  impotent,  and  a  tempted  converfation. 

And  without  thefe  referves  of  the  Divine  grace,  and  after-emanations  from^ 
the  Mercy  feat ,  no  man  could  be  faved  j  and  the  death  of  CHRIST 
would  become  inconfiderable  to  moft  of  his  greateft  purpofes  *,  for  none 
fliould  have  received  advantages,  but  newly  baptized  perfons,  whofe  albes 
of  baptifme  feiTed  them  alfo  for  a  winding  fheet. 

But  now  akhoiigh  it  is  infinitely  certain,  that  the  gates  of  mercy 
l5.         ftand  open  to  finners  after  baptifme,  yet  it  is  with  fome  variety,  and 
greater  difficulty.   He  that  renounces  Chriftianiry ,  and  becomes  Apoftate 
from  his  religion  ,  not  by  a  feemlng  abjuration  under  a  ftorme,  but  by  a  vo- 
luntary and  heart)' derelidion,  he  feemesto  have  quitted  all  that  grace, 
which  he  had  received ,  when  he  was  illuminated ,  and  to  have  loft  the  be- 
nefits of  his  redemption ,  and  former  expiation.     And  I  conceive  this  is 
the  full  meaning  of  thofe  words  of  S.  Paul,  which  are  of  higheft  difficulty, 
and  latent  fenfe.  For  it  is  jmpojjible  for  thsfe  ,  who  were  once  enlightened,  &c, 
Heb  g  ^         "^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  Away^  to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance.    The  reafon  is 
Heb  lb  7^     ^^^^^  fubjoyned,  and  more  clearly  explicated  a  little  after :  For  if  we  finne 
•     •  ^y*    wilfully  after  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truth^there  remains  no  more 
facriftce  for  finnes ;  for  he  hath  counted  theblood  of  the  Covenant ,  wherewith  he 
was  fan^ified  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  defpite  to  the  fphit  of  grace.  The 
Quid  igitur  re-     meaning  is  divers  according  to  the  degrees  of  Apoftafy  or  relapfejthey  who 
jcfta  eftpoeni-    fall  away  after  they  were  once  enlightned  in  Baptifme  ,  and  felt  all  thofe 
SuanTsed     ]^^^^'^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  fandification  ,  and  the  emanations  of  the  fpirit  j  if 
renovadoper      Jc  t>e  into  a  contradidory  ftate  of  finne  and  mancipation,  and  obftinate 
novumbaptiiBia  puipofes  to  ferve  Chrifls  enemies ,  then  there  remains  nothing ,  but  a  fear- 
rejcfta  eft.  Reno-  fiill  expe^ation  of  judgement :  but  if  the  backfliding  be  but  the  interruption 
foUHsh'l^i  ft-  ^-^^^^  ^^^  fand:ity  by  a  fingle  aft,  or  an  unconfirmed,  unrefolved,  unma- 
ex  hacclufaab  '  ^\<^*ous  habite ,   then  alfo  it  is  impoffible  to  renew  them  unto  repentance, 
Apoftolo  dici-    viz.  as  formerly,  that  is,  they  can  never  be  reconciled  as  before,  integral- 
tnr  lavacrum  re-  ly,  fully,  and  at  once,  during  this  life.  For  that  redemption,  and  expi- 
geticrationis  8c    ation  was  by  baptifme  into  CHRIStS  death,  and  there  are  no  more  deaths 
fpHaiTanfti,     ^^  C  Ji  RI S7,  nor  any  more  facramentall  confignations  of  the  benefit  of 
Theophyl,  in'     i^^  *^^"f  ^^  ^0  more  facrtfice  for  finnes  ,  but  the  redemption  is  one  as  the  fa- 
hunc,locu:n. I-    crifice  is  One  ,  in  whofe  vertue  the  redemption  does  operate.  And  there- 
elT^'^^^ft^'A*       f*^^^fhe  Novatians,  who  were  zealous  men,  denied  to  the  firft  fort  of 
bro?AnrelnT"in  P^^'^0"^  ^^^  P^^<^e  o^  the  Church,and  remitted  them  to  the  divine  judge- 
lo  Heb.      *     nient.  The  *  Church  her  felf  was  fometimes  almoft  as  zealous  againft  the 
*CoIlocavic  in    fecond  fort  of  perfons  lapfed  into  capitall  crimes ,  granting  to   them 
veftibulopeBi-    repentance  but  once?  by  fuch   difciplines   configning  this  truth,  tliat 
da"raqu2m?ran-  ^^^^  receffion  from  theftate  of  grace,  in  which  by  Baptifme  we  were 
tibu*  patefadat,  €:ftabli(hed   and  configned ,   is  a  further  ftep  from   the  poffibilities  of 
fedjaiTtiemei,     heaven,  and  fo  neer  a  mine,  that  the  Church  thought  them  perfons  fie 
quiajam  fecundo  to  be  tranfmitted  to  a   judicature  immediately   Divine ,   as  fuppofing 
quamTubprox"  ^'^^^^  ^^^  P^"^^**  ^°  ^^ ^°^  ^'"^^'  °^  ^^e  Others  malice  too  great,  or 
imefruitra  Ter-  t" We  the  danger  too  violent,  or  the  fcandal  infupportable.  For  concerning 
call.  lib.  de  penic  fuch  perfons,  who  once  were  pious,  holy,  and  forgiven,  (  for  fo  is  every  per- 
c.  7.Hu;us  igitur  fon  worthily  and  aptly  baptized)  and  afterwards  fell  into  dilTolution  of  man- 
cHndaT *  ^5"      ners,extinguifhing  the  holy  Gho^doing  defpite  to  the  (pirit  ofgrace^  crucifying 
kc  *  .""^"^    ^i'iin  the  Lord  ofLife^  that  is ,  returning  to  fuch  a  condition ,  from  which 
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they  were  once ,  and  could  nor  othcrA'ire  be  recovered ,  bur  by  the  death  of     p^^  j  j 
our  dearcft  Lord  i  Ifay^conceraingfuch  perfons  the  Scripture  fpeakes  very  , 

fufpicioully  ,  and  to  the  fence  and  fignification  of  an  infinite  danger.  For  if 
the  rpeaking  a  word  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  not  to  be  pardoned  here  nor 
hereafter,  what  can  we  imagine  to  be  the  endof  fnch  an  impiety,  which 
crucifies  the  Lord  of  Life  ,  and  ])Uts  him  to  an  open  f})an:e^  which  quenches  the 
Ipirit^  doing  defpite  to  thefpirit  of  Gr^ce/Certainly  that  is  worfe  then  fpeaking 
againft  him.  And  fuch  is  every  perfon,  who  falls  into  wilfull  Apoftafie  from 
the  faith,  or  does  that  violence  to  hohnelTe,  which  the  other  does  to  faith : 
that  is,  cxtinguifhes  the  fparkes  of  illumination,  quenches  thefpirit,  and  is 
habitually  and  obftinatelycriminall  in  anykinde.  For  the  fame  thing  that 
A  theifme  was  in  the  tirft  period  of  the  world,and  Idolatry  in  the  fecond j  the 
fame  isApoftafie  in  the  laft  •,  it  is  a  ftate  wholly  contradiftory  to  all  our  reli- 
gious relation  to  God  according  to  the  nature  &  manner  of  the  prefent  com- 
munication.Only  this  laft,  becaufe  it  is  more  malicious  and  a  declenfion  from 
a  greater  grace,is  fomething  like  the  fall  of  Angels.  And  of  this  the  Empercur 
J^«/7ijn  was  a  fad  example. 

But  as  thefe  are  degrees   immediately  next,  and  a  little  lefie  :  fo  the        ih 
hopes  of  pardon  are  the  morcvifihle.    Si?7Kn  Magus  fynkc  a  word^  or  ac 
leaft  thought  againft  the  holy  Ghoft,  he  thought  he  was  to  be  bought  with 
money.    Concerning  him  S.  Peter  pronounced  :  Thou  art  in  the  gall  of 
bitterneffe ,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity ,  yet  repent  and  pray  G  0  D^  if  perhaps 
the  thought  of  thj  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee.     Here  the  matter  was  of  -j «  g  22, 
great  difTiculty,  but  yet  there  was  a  poifihility  left,  at  leaft  no  impofR- 
bility  of  recovery  declared.  And  therefore  Saint /We  bids  us,  of  feme 
to  have  compajfion  making  a  difference  :  and  others  fave  with  feare^  pulling  '^^^f"  ^^'^%* 
them  out  of  the  fire'-,  meaning  that  their  condition  is  onely  not  defperate. 
And  ftill  in  defcent  retaining  the  fam.e  proportion,  every  lefler  finnc 
is  eafier  pardoned,  as  better  confifting  with  the  ftate  of  grace  :  the 
whole  fpirit  is  not  deftroyed ,  and  the  body  of  fmne  is  not  introdu- 
ced :  CHRIST  is  not  quite  cjefted  out  of  pofiefTion  ,  but  like  an  op-  ,     [^J  „ 
prefTcd  Prince,  ftill  continues  his  claime  ,  and  fuch  is  his  mercy,  that  he  '^•^*-*-^^    '- 
will  ftill  doe  -fo  ,  till  all  be  loft  ,    or  that  hee  is  provoked  by  too 
much   violence,   or  that  Antichrift  is  put  in  fubftitution,  and  finnc 
reignes  in  our  mortall  body.     So  that  I  may  ufe  the  words  of  Saint 
John,  Thefe  things  I  write  unto  you ,  that  yee  fmne  not.     But  if  any  man  ,  Joh.llJl 
fmne,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father ,  JESVS  CHKIST  the  Kigh-     J    '  *  ^* 
teous^  and  he  is  a  propitiation  for  our  finnef,  and  not  for  ours  onely^but  for  the 
finncs  of  the  whole  world.    That  is  plainly,  [although  thedefigne  of  the 
Gofpel  be,  that  we  fhould  ereft  a  Throne  for  CHRIST  to  reign  in  oUr 
fpirits,  and  this  Dodrine  of  innocence  be  therefore  preached ,  that  ye 
linne  not,  yet  if  one  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  defpairenot,  CHRIST 
is  our  Advocate ,  and  he  is  the  propitiation  ■-,']  he  did  propitiate  ihe  Fa-  ^ 

iher  by  his  death,  and  the  benefit  of  that  we  receive  at  our  firft  accefle  t3 
hin\ ,  hut  then  he  is  mr  Advocate  too,  and  prayes  perpetually  for  our  per*- 
feverance,or  reftitutioii  refpeftively.  But  his  purpofe  is,  and  he  is  able  fo 
to  do ,  to  keep  you  from  falling^  and  to  prefent  you  fault  kjfe  before  the  prefence 
of  his  Qkry. 

This  confi deration  I  intend,  fhould  relate  to  all  Chriftians  of  the        2^ 
worlds  and  although  by  thqprefcnt  cuftomc  of  the  Church  we  arc  baptized 
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p        I J     in  our  infancy,  and  do  not  aftually  reap  that  fruit  of  prefeiit  pardon,  which 
*    perfons  of  a  mature  age  iu  the  primitive  Church  did  (for  we  yet  need  it 
nor,  as  we  fhall,  when  wc  have  pift  the  calentures  of  youth ,  which  was 
the  time,  in  v/hich  the  wifeft  of  our  Fathers  in  CHRIST  chofe  for 
their  Baptifme ,  as  appeares  in  the  inftance  of  S.  Ambrofe ,  S.  Aujiiny 
and  divers  others)  yet  we  muft  remember,  that  there  is  a  Baptifme  of  the 
Spirit  as  well  as  of  water,  and  when  ever  this  happens,  whether  it  be  to- 
gerher  with  that  Baptifme  of  water,as  ufually  it  was,  when  onely  men  and 
women  of  yeares  of  difcretion  were  baptized  :  or  whether  it  be  mini- 
fired  in  the  rite  of  confirmation ,  which   is  an  admirable  fuppletory 
of  an  early  Baptifme,  and  intended  by  the  holy  Ghoft  for  a  corroborative 
of  baptifmall  grace, and  a  defenfative  againft  danger  *,  or  that  laftly  it  be 
performed  by  an  internall,and  meerly  fpirituall  Miniftry,when  we  by  ads 
of  our  own  eleftion  verifie  the  promife  made  in  Baptifme,  and  to  bring 
back  the  rite,  by  receiving  theeftcft  of  Baptifme,  that  is,  when  ever  the 
filth  ofoui'flejh  is  wajht  away^  and  that  we  have  the  an  fiver  of  a  pure  confd- 
ence  tov^ardsQod^yA\\c\\  S. Feter  affirmes  to  be  the  true  B3ptifme,and  which 
by  the  purpofe  and  deiign  of  God  it  is  expefted  we  fhould  not  defer  longer 
then  a  great  reafon,  or  a  great  neceflfity  enforces ;  when  our  fins  are  firft  ex* 
r  piated,and  the  facrifice  and  death  of  CHRIST  is  made  ours,  and  we  made 
',  GODS  by  a  more  immediate  title,  (which  at  fome  time  or  other  happens 
,  to  all  Chriftians,  that  pretend  to  any  hopes  of  heaven)  then  let  us  look  to 
■  -our  (landing,  and  take  heed  leji  we  fall.   When  we  once  have  tafted  of  the  hea- 
venly giftiy  and  are  made  partakers  of  the  holy  Ghoft^  and  have  tafted  the  good  word 
^fOOD,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come^  that  is,  when  we  are  redeemed 
by  an  aftuall  mercy  and  prefentiaJl  application,which  every  Chriftian  that 
belongs  to  GOD  is  at  fome  time  or  other  of  his  life,  then  a  fill  into  a  dead- 
ly crime  is  highly  dangerous,  but  a  relapfe  into  a  contrary  eftate  is  next  to 
fdefperate. 

I  reprefent  this  fad  but  moft  true  Doftrine  in  the  words  of  S.  Peter^  If 
^'*  after  they  have  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world  through  the  knowledge  cftht 

2  ret.2.20,21  lord^nd  Saviour  JESVS  CHRIST^  they  are  again  entangled  therein,  and  c- 
"Neque  amitios  '^en'come^the  Utter  end  is  worfe  rvith  them  then  the  beginning.For  it  had  been  bet- 
colorcs  lana  re-  ter  for  them  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteoufnejfe,  then  after  they  havt 
fere  mcdicata     k/iown  it  to  turn  from  the  holy  Commandment  delivered  unto  them.  So  that  a  rc- 

vjrnis  "cum  f/    ^^P^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^"^^^^  '"^*^  *  ^^^^  ^^ *'"'  '*^^^  confirmed  habits,  is  to  us 

m^I  ll^^St  "'    a  great  figne,  and  poflibly  in  it  felfe  it  is  more  tlien  a  fign,  even  a  ftate  of 

Curat  reponi  de-  T-cprobation,  and  finall  abfciiTion. 

cerioribus.Hor.  xhe  fumme  of  all  is  this,there  are  two  ftates  of  life  like  oppofite  termes. 
22.  Firft  CHRIST  redeems  us  from  our  vain  converfation,  and  reconciles  ns  to 
GOD,purting  us  into  an  intire  condition  of  pardon,  favour,  innocence,  arrd 
acceptance,  and  becomes  our  Lord  and  King,his  fpirit  dwelling  and  reign- 
ing in  us.  The  oppofite  ftate  to  this  is  that,  which  in  Scripture  is  called,  a 
crucifying  the  Lord  of  life,  a  doing  defpiteto  the  fpirit  ofgrjce.a  being  entangled  in 
thepolhmonsoftbe  wor/^,the  Apoftacie  or  falling  away,an  impotency  or  difa- 
«  bi li ty  to  do  good.viTi.offuch  who  cmnat  ceafe  from  fin^who  are  ilaves  of  r(n,& 

Z  ret.  2. 14.  .jj  ^i^^j^^  ijj^  ^.^-^.^^  -^  theirbodi^s.Thh  condition  isa full  &  integral  deletery 
of  the  firft,is  fiich  a  condition,which  as  it  hath  no  hohnes,  or  remanent  afle- 
ft^ion  to  vcrtuc:  fo  it  hathnobdpe  or  revelation  of  a  mercy,becaufe  all  that 
Iknefit  is  loft,  which  they  received  by  the  Death  of  CHRIST  y  and  the  firft 

being 
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le'mg  lofl",  therereimmsnotnorefacrijiceforfrmes^  bnc  a  certain  fearful!  ex-      Part  II. 

pedarion  cf  judgement.  But  between  thefc  twoftates,  Aand  all  thofe 

imperfe6ions,and  lingIedelinquencies,thort  ilips  and  faIk,thorc  pai  ts  of  re- 
ceflion  and  ApofTafe,rhofe  grievings  of  the  Spirit :  and  fo  long  as  any  thing 
ofthetirfr  fiatc  is  left,  fo  long  we  are  within  the  Covenant  cf  gruce,  fo 
Jong  we  are  wiihin  the  ordinary  limits  of  mercy  ,  and  the  Divine  compaf- 
fion  •-,  we  ere  in  pofTibilities  cf  recovery,  and  the  fame  facrifice  of  CHB  1ST 
hath  irs  power  over  us.  CHRIST  is  in  his  pofiefTion,  though  he  be  difturb- 
ed,  but  thcH  our  reAitution  confifts  upon  the  onely  condition  of  a  renova- 
tion of  our  integrity,  as  are  the  degrees  of  our  innocence,  fo  are  our  de- 
grees^ of  confidence. 

Now  becaufe  the  intermedial!  ftate Is  diviiible ,  various,  fucceiTive,  and  23. 

alterable,  fo  alfo  is  our  condition  of  pardon.  Our  flefh  fhall  no  more  return 
as  that  of  a  little  childe,  our  wounds  fhall  never  be  perfe<ftly  cured ",  but  a 
fkar,  and  pain  and  a  danger  of  r el apfe  fliall  for  ever  afflidus,  our  fins 
fhall  be  pardoned  by  parts  and  degrees,  to  uncertain  purpofes,  but  with  cer- 
tain danger  cf  being  recalled  again ',  and  the  pardon  fliall  never  beconfuni- 
iDatc  till  that  day,  in  which  all  things  have  their  confummation. 

And  this  is  evident  to  have  been  GODS  ufual!  dealing  with  all  thofe,  up-  24. 

on  whom  his  Name  is  called.  GOD  pardoned  Davids  f  ns  of  adultery  and 
murder.  But  the  pardon  was  but  to  a  certain  degree,  and  in  a  limited  ex- 
prefTion,  GOD  hath  tak^n  away  thy  //«,  thou  jhalt  not  die  ( to  which  by  Mofes 
law  he  ftood  obli(;ed  ',  )  but  this  pardon  was  as  imperfed",  as  his  condition 
%vas ,  Never  thele(fe  the  childe^  that  is  born  unto  thee^  thztjhalldie.  Thus  GOD 
pardoned  the  Ifraelites  at  the  importunity  of  Mofes^  and  yet  threatnedto 
vifit  that  fin  upon  them  in  the  day  of  vifitation.  And  fo  it  is  in  Chrifiianity, 
when  once  we  have  broke  and  difcompofed  the  golden  chain  of  vocation.* 
election  and  juftification,  which  arc  intire  links,  and  methodical!  periods  of 
our  happineffe ,  when  we  firft  give  up  our  names  to  C  H  R  I  S  T ,  for  ever 
after,our  condition  is  imperfed,  we  have  broken  oui'  Covenant  and  we  muft 
be  faved  by  the  excrefcencies  and  ovei-flowings  of  mercy.  Our  whole  en- 
deavour muft  be  to  be  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  our  baptifmall  innocence  and 
•integrity,  becaufe  in  that,  the  Covenant  was  eftablifhed.  And  fince  our  life 
is  full  cf  defaillancies,  and  all  our  endeavours  can  never  make  us  fuch  as     , 
CHRIST  made  us,  and  yet  upon  that  condition  our  hopes  of  happineffe  ^'*'^  f  '^'^ 
were  cflabliflied  ;  I  mean  of  remaining  fuch  as  he  had  made  us ,  as  are  the  '^;'  *^''  '^^'*" 
degrees  of  our  ref^itution  andaccelfe  to  the  firft  f;cderall  condition,  fo  alfo  ''^^f  '"^"f-S"!- 
are  the  degrees  of  our  pardon  ;  but  as  it  is  alwayes  in  imperfe<Sion  during  /'^^"•7)'^«- 
this  life,  and  fubjeft  to  change  and  defaillance,  fo  alfo  are  the  hopes  of  our  ^J^^'  3?-  *' 
felicity,  never  certain  till  we  are  taken  from  all  danger  j  never  perfed" ,  till  ^^^^  4-  7- 
all  that  is  imperfed  in  us,  is  done  away. 

And    therefore  in  the  prefent  condition  of  things  our  pardon  was 
properly    exprefled  by    David ^  and   Saint  Paul^    by  a  covering^  and  ^^ 

4  not  imfutini.  For  becaufe  the  body  of  finne  dyes  divifibly,  and 
fights  p<frpetuallv  ,  and  difputes  with  hopes  of  vi<f^ory  and  may  alfo 
prevaile ,  all  this  life  is  a  condition  of  fufperxe :  Our  finne  is  rather 
covered  then  propef ly  pardoned.  GODS  wrath  is  fufpended ,  not 
fatisfied-,  the  finne  is  not  to  all  purpofes  of  anger  imputed,  but  yet 
is  in  fome  fenfe  remanent,  or  at  leaft  lyes  ready  at  the  door.  Our 
condition  is  a  Aatc  of  imperfection ',  and  every  degree  of  imperftiSi- 

Ee  4  o» 
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Part  1 1.   .^^  brings  a  degree  of  receffion  from  the  ft  ate,  C  H  R  I S  T  put  us  in ',  and 

« : every  receiiion  from  our  innocence  is  alfo  an  abatement  of  our  confi- 
dence, the  anger  of  GOD  hovers  over  our  head,  and  breaks  out 
into  reniporall  judgements,  and  be  rerrads  them  again,  and  threatens 
wcrfe,  according  as  we  approach  to,  or  retire  from  that  firit  innocence, 
whjch  was  the  tirft  entertainment  of  a  Chriftian ,  and  the  Crown  of 
the  Evangehcall  Covenant.  Upon  that  we  entertained  the  mercies  of 
redemption,  and  GOD  eftabliHied it  upon fuch  an  obedience,  which 
»£  ccnltant,  perpetual!,  and  univerrall  j  and  as  we  performe  our  part: 
lb  GOD  verifies  his,  and  not  not  onely  gives  a  great  aiTiftance  by 
the  perpetuall  mf.uencesof  hisholy  Spirit,  by  which  we  are  configned 
to  the  day  of  redemption  j  but  alfo  takes  an  account  of  obedience 
not  according  to  theitandard  of  the  Law,  and  an  exaft  fcrutiny,  but 
byanEvangelicall  proportion,  in  which  we  are  on  one  fide  look'd  up. 
on  as  perfons  already  redeemed  and  affifted,  and  therefore  highly  en- 
gaged :  and  on  the  other  fide  as  compared  about  with  infirmities  and 
enemies,  and  therefore  much  pityed.  So  that  as  at  firft  our  calling 
and  Eledion  is  prefently  good,  and  fhall  remain  fo,  if  we  make  it 
jMej,  foif  we  once  prevaricate  it,  we  arc  rendred  then  full  of  hazard, 
djftculty  and  uncertainty,  and  we  muft  with  paines  and  fedulicywork 
out  oui-  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling :  firft  by  preventing  a  fall, 
or  aftei'wards  by  returning,  to  that  excellent  condition,  from  whence' 
we  have  departed. 
^^'  But  although  the  pardon  of  finnes  after   Baptifme  be,  during  this 

i^A^?*^"^^'  imperfed: ,  and  revocable  j  yet  becaufe  it  is  to  great 
cfieas  for  the  prefent,  and  in  order  to  a  compleat  pardon  in  the 
day  of  judgement,  we  are  next  to  enquire,  what  are  the  parts  of 
duty,  to  which  we  are  obliged  after  fuch  prevarications,  which  ufual- 
ly  .mterrupt  the  ftate  of  Baptifmall  innocence,   and   the   life  of  the 

i.Joh,i»6,  Spirit.  Saint  Jo/jn  gives  this  account.  If  we  fay ,  we  have  felkwjhip 
mth  OOD^  and  waike  in  darkjtefe  we  lye ,  and  do  not  the  truth. 
But  if  we   walk,  in  the  light,    as  he  is  in   the  light  we  have  cormunim 

7f       to   TO     ^"^  ^^^^  -inofij^r ,  and  the  blood  of  JESV  S  c/eavfeth  us  from  all  finne, 

AWW.13. 13-    This  ftate  of  duty  Saint  Paul  calls  a  cafiing   of  the  workes  of  darknek 

14-        a  putting  on  the   armur   of  light,    a  walking   honeftly,  a  putting  on   the 

LORD  JESV  S   CHRIST,     And  to  it  he  confronts,  waking  pro- 

-■   •     .    ,         vjfion  fir  the  flejh  to  fulfill  the.  lufis  thereof     Saint  Feter  defcribing  the 
-yf(.v..:.>;      duty   of  a   Chriftian  relates  the  proportion   of   it  as   high  as    the 

i.Ftt:i,i$.    firft  precedent,  even   GOD  himfelf     As  he,  which  hath  called  you,  is 

•    •:  •  .-       .holy,  fo  bee   yee  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation  ,    not  fajhioning  your 

f elves  according  to    the  former  luj}s.     And  again,  feeing  then   that  all 

2./'fl'.3.  II.  thefe  things  JfjoJl  be  difolved  ,  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  we  to  be 
in  all  holy  converfation  and  godlineffe.     And  Saint  John  with  the  famefe- 

1  7oh  2  2       ^"'^'^^  and  perfe<^ion :  Ev£ryone,  that  hath  this  hope  (that  is  everyone 

V    •  6'  3-      who  either  does  not ,  or>  ha's  no  reafon  to  defpaire  )  purifieth  hhnfdf  even 

as  GOD  is  pure;  meaning  that  he  is  pure,  by  a  Divine  purity,  whxh 

G.O  D  hath  prefcribed  as  an  imitation  of  his  holineife,   according  to 

our  capacities  and  poOibilities.  That  purity  nmft  needs  he  a  laying  afide  all 

ui  "^'^^^^^^ '^"^^^U^^l^^'^ndhypocrijies,,  and  envies,  and  evillfpeakings.  So  S  Peter 

Meor,i2.  1.    cxpre&s  it  j  d  layingafide  every  weighty  and  the  fm  that  does fogafilybefeu us. 

So 
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So  Sz'im  Pauhth'ish  towaike  in  the  light  as  he  is  in  the  light^  for  in  him      ^irt  II. 
it  no  darkjieffe  at  all^  which  we    have  then  imirared,   when  we  have 


efcaped  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lufts^  that  Is, /o  as  voe  i.Johni.$, 

are  not  held  by  tbem^  that  we  take  them  for  our  enemies,  for  the  ob- 

jed-  and  party  cf  our  conteftation    and   fpirituall  fight,  when  we  con-  2  Pet  i  ± 

tend  earnefl'y  againft  them  ^    and  refifl  them  unto  blood  if  need  be,  that's    *       *  ^•4» 

bcirg  pure  as  he  is  pure.    But  befidesthis  pofitive  rejedion  of  all  evill, 

and  perpetually  contefting  againft  fin,  we   niuft  purfuethe  inteiefts  of 

vertue ,  and  an  adive  religion.  24. 

And  befides  this ,  faith  Saint  Peter ,  giving  all  diligence ,  adde  to  your  faith        Ibidem, 
vertue^  to  your  vertue  knowledge^    and  to  knowledge  temperance^    und  to  vtriboni  avidi- 
temperojice  patience^  and  to  patience  godlinejfe^  and  to  godlinejfe  brotherly  kjnd-  tastHtaeft.miii 
jtejfe^  and  to  brotherly  kjndneffe  charity.  All  this  is  an  evident  profecution  of  He  iftud  incerro- 
the  firft  defigne ,  theliolinelTe  and  righteonfnelTe  of  a  whole  life,the  being  g^^  ^   ant  und« 
cleere  from  all  fpors  and  blemiflies,  a  being  pure  and  fo  prefcnted  unto  ex''b!)naconS'' 
Chriff,  for  upon  this  the  Covenant  being  founded  ,  to  this  all  induftries  entia,«honeftis' 
niuH  endeavour,  andairivein  their  proportions.  For  if  thefe  things  be  in  conuVmje-KveStU' 
you^  and  abound^  they jhall make  that yeu  be  neither  barren  nor  unfruitfuU in  the  adionibos ,   ex. 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  JESVS  Chnff.  But  he  that  lacketh  thefe  things  is-blmd,  '*  i?'*?;^^,  ^f' ' 
und  hath  JQr gotten  he  was  purged  from  his  Qldftnnesy  that  is,  he  hath  loft  cidovit?:&  con- 
his  baptifmall  grace ,  and  is  put  from  the  firfi:  frate  of  his  redemption  to-  tinuo  cenore  u- 
w^rds  that  Aate  which  is  contradidory  and  deftru<^iveof  it.  ^^^  pren-.entis 

Now  bccaufe  all  thefe  things  are  in  latitude,  diftance  anddivifibi-  vi-;m.Sen.ep.23.- 
liry,  and  onely  enjoyne  a  fediility ,  and  great  endeavour,  all  that  we  can  ^^*     •  "^ 

iwell  iipon,  is  this,  that  he  who  endeavours  moft,is  moft  fecure,  and  every 
degree  of  negligence  is  a  degree  of  danger,and  although  in  the  intermedial! 
condition  between  the  two  ftates  oiChrifiiatiity^dnd  a/«//impiety,there  is  a. 
ftate  of  recovery  and  poflibility,  yet  there  is  danger  in  every  part  of  it  ,and 
it  increafes  according  as  the  deflexion  and  irregularity  comes  to  its  height, 
pofrtion  ,  ftate  and  finality.  So  that  we  muft  give  all  diligence  to  worke 
out  ourfalvation ,  and  it  will  ever  be  with  fearc  and  trembling  v  with  fearc, 
that  we  doe  not  loofe  our  innocence  ',  and  with  trembling,  if  we  have  loft 
it,  for  feare  we  never  recover ,  or  never  be  accepted.  But  holinefie  of  life,- 
and  uninterrupted  fandity  being  the  condition  of  ourfalvation  >  the  in- 
gredient of  the  Covenant  y  we  muft  proportion  our  degrees  of  hope ,  and 
confidence  of  heaven,according  as  we  have  obtamed  degrees  of  iniicccnce,. 
or  perfeverance  or  rcftitution.  Only  this ,  As  it  is  certain  he  is  in  a  flare 
of  reprobation  ,  who  lives  unto  fin,that  is,  whofe  a<f^ions  are  habitually  cri- 
niinall,  who  gives  more  ofhisconfent  to  wickedneHe  then  to  vertue  :  fo. 
it  isalfo  certain  1-fe  is  not  in  the  ftateof  G  O  D  S  favour,  and  fanftillcaticn,^ 
imlefiehe  lives  untorighteoufneffe,  that  is,  whofe  defires,  and  purpofes, 
and  endeavours,and  aaions,  and  cuftomes  are  fpirituall ,  holy,  fandified,. 
and  obedient.  When  finne  is  dead  and  thefpirit  is  life,  when  the  lufts 
of  the  flefli  are  mortified,  and  the  heart  is  purged  from  an  evill  eonfcience, 
andweaboimdinawholefyftemeof  Chrifii an  vermes,  when  our  hearti 
are  right  to  G  O  D,  and  with  our  affet^ions  and  our  wills  we  love  GOD 
and  keep  his  Commandments:,  when  we  doe  not  onely  cry  LORD^LORDy 
but  alfo  doe  his  will,  then  CHRIST  dwells  in  us ,  and  we  in  CHRIST. 
Now  let  all  this  be  taken  in  the  loweft  fenfe  that  can  be  imagined,all  I  fay 
which  out  of  Scripture  I  have  traufcribcd ,   cajiing  away  nery   weight 

laying  ^ 
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p      .-      laying  aftde  all  malice  ^  mortifywg  ihe  deeds  of  the  jlejh,  ctudfywg  the  old  man 
^ith  all  his  afeUions  and  lufls^and  then  hning  efcaped  the  cmuption  that  is  in  the 
world  thvQugh  luft,  be  fides  this ,  addirg  venue  to  vertue  tilUUrJghtemfnejfe  be 
fulfilled  in  us^  walking  in  th-e  lights  putting  on  the  LORD  JESV S ^purifying our 
felves  as  GOD  ispure^  following  peice  with  all  men  and  holineffe ,  rejifiing  unto 
bloud^  living  inthefpiritj  being  holy    in  all  manner  of  converfation^  as  he  is 
holy  ^  beingcarefull  and  excellent  in  all  csnverfationand  godlinejfe^  ali  this  be- 
ing a  purfuit  ofthefirftdefign  of  CHRISTS  death  and  our  reconcilemenr, 
can  meane  no  leife  but  that,     i .     We  fiiould  have  in  us  no  aftedion  to  a 
finnej  of  which  we  can  beft  judge  j  when  we  never  choofe  it,  and  never 
fall  under  it  but  by  furprife,  and  never  lye  under  it  at  all,  butinftantly 
recover,  judging  our  felves  feverely  and.     2.     That  wefliould  choofe 
vertue  with  great  freedonie  of  fpirit  and  alacrity,  and  purfue  itearncftly 
^  integrally  and  make  it  the  bufinefie  of  our  "^  lives ,  and  that,    5.     The 
•Bonumexin-  efte<ft  of  thjsbe,  thatfinnebe  crucified  in  us ,  and  thedefiresto  it  dead, 
iJI'exTuolJbet  ^^^  ^^^  urelelTe,  and  that  our  defires  of  ferving  CHRIST  be  quicke, 
defedia peculia^ri  Spirited,  ad:ive and effe(^ive,  inquifitive for  opportunities,  apprchenfive 
^Xg^'r^  </^;j5t-  of  the  offer,  cheerfull  in  the  aftion,  and  pcrftvering  in  the  imploymenr. 
ciiiJ'^xJ'eiKK.      Now  let  a  prudent  Perfon  imagine  what  infirmities  and  overfightscan 
ctv  (UoW  x«;mV  ^onfift  with  a  ftate  thus  defcribed  ,  and  all  that,  does  no  violence  to  the 
^  xV»  M  Wflet    Covenant  j  GOD  pities  us,and  calls  us  not  to  account  for  what  morally  can- 
WjjcfuaT,  not,or  certainly  will  not  with  great  induftry  be  prevented.  But  whatfoever 

Sophocl^OedJP'  ^^  inconfiftent  with  this  condition  is  an  abatement  from  our  hopes  as  it  is  a 
retiring  fiom  our  duty,  and  is  with  greater  or  lelTe  difficulty  cured,  as  the 
degrees  of  its  diftance  from  that  condition,  which  Chriftftipulared  with 
^"*  us,  when  we  became  his  Difciples.  For  we  are  juft:  fo  reftored  to  our  ftate 
ofgrace  and  favour,  as  we  are  reftored  to  our  ftate  of  purity  and  holi- 
nelfe.  Now  this  redintegration  or  renewing  of  us  into  the  firft  condition 
is  alfo  called  Repentance  and  is  permitted  to  all  perfons ,  who  ftill  remaine 
within  the  powers  and  pofTibilitiesof  the  Covenant  1  that  is,  who  are  not 
in  a  ftate  contradiftory  to  the  ftate  and  portion  of  grace  *,  but  with  a  diffi- 
culty increafed  by  all  circumftances,  and  incidencies  of  the  crime,and  per- 
fon. And  this  I  ftiall  beft  reprefent  in  repeating  thefe  confiderations. 
I .  Some  fins  are  paft  hopes  of  pardon  in  this  life.  2.  All  that  are  pardoned 
are  pardoned  by  parts,  revocablyand  imperfe<^ly  during  this  life ,  not 
quickely,  noryetmanifcftly.  3.  Repentance  containes  in  it  manyopera- 
tions,parts,and  imployments,  itstermes  and  purpofe  being  to  redintegrate 
our  loft  condition,  that  is,  in  afecondand  leifeperfeftfenfe,  but  as  much 
as  in  fuch  circumftances  we  can,  to  verify  our  firft  obligations  of  innocence 
and  holinelfe  in  all  manner  of  converfation  and  godlinePe. 

Concerning  the  firft,  it  is  too  fad  a  confideration  to  be  too  dogma ti- 
37,  call  and  conclufiue  init,  and  therefore  I  fliall  onely  recall  thofe  exprefles 

of  Scripture ,  which  may  with  out  envy  decree  the  article,fuch  as  are  thofe 
of  S.  FrfK/,that  there  is  a  certain  fort  of  meH,whom  he  twice  defcribes,w^wi 
it  is  hnpofjible  to  renew  again  unto  repentance  :  or  thofe  of  S.  Peter  Such  whofe 
latter  end  is  worfe  then  the  beginning ,  becaufe  after  they  once  had  efcaped  the 
pollutions  of  the  world  they  are  intangledtherein-',Cuchw\\o  as  our  bleifed  Saviour 
threatens  fh all  never  be  forgiven  in  this  rvorld^nor  in  the  world  to  come. For  there 
is  an  unpardonable  eftate  by  reafon  of  its  malice,  and  oppofition  to  the  Co- 
Tcnant  of  gracc^and  there  is  a  ftate  unpardoiiable,becaufe  the  time  of  repen- 
tance 
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tancc  is  paft.  There  are  dayes  and  perions  of  grace.  If  thou  hddfl  knovon  At  ~"p^^i7 

kAfl  in  this  thy  day^  faid  the  weeping  Saviour  of  the  world  to  forekliovcn  and 

tl€t€mined]<:ru(.\km.  When  GODS  decrees  are  gone  our,  they  arc  not  al- 
wayes  revocable :  and  therefore  it  was  a  great  caution  of  the  Apoftle,  that  f^^^-^2  i  ^. 
ne  jh6u!d  follow  peace  and  holinefse,  and  loek^diligemly  that  we  fall  not  from  the 
grace  ojGOD^  left  any  of  us  become  like  Efau,  to  whofe  repentance  there  was  no 
place  left^  though  he  fought  it  carefully  with  teares  :  meaning  that  we  alfo  n^ay 
put  our  felvcs  into  a  condition,  when  it  fliall  be  impoflible  we  fiiould  be 
renewed  unto  repentance',  and  thofe  are  they,  who  fin  a  fin  unto  death,  f^^  y  , 
whom  we  have  from  the  Apoftle  no  encouragement  to  pray.  And  thefe  are  ^  jQh,$A4 , 
in  fo  generall  and  conclufive  ternies  defcribed  in  Scripture,  that  every  per- 
fevering  tinner  hath  great  reafon  to  fufpefthimfelf  to  be  in  the  number, 
if  he  endeavours,  as  foon  as  he  thinks  of  it,  to  recover,  it  is  the  heft  figne 
he  was  not  arrived  fo  farre  -j  bur  he  that  lived  long  in  a  violent  and  habi- 
tuall  courfe  of  finne  is  at  the  margin  and  brim  of  that  ftate  of  finall  repro- 
bation, and  fome  men  are  in  it  before  they  be  aware,  and  to  fome  GOD 
reckons  their  dayes  fwifter,  and  their  periods  fhorter.  The  ufe  I  make  of 
this  confidcration  is,  that  if  any  man  hath  reafon  to  fufped",  or  to  be  certain 
that  his  time  of  repentance  is  paft,  it  muft  needs  be  a  death-bed  penitent 
after  a  virions  life  i  for  he  hath  provoked  GOD,  as  long  as  he  could,  and 
re)e<^ed  the  offers  of  grace  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  refufed  vertue  rill  he 
could  norenterraineher,  and  harh  done  all  thofe  things,  which  a  perfon 
rejed^ed  from  hopes  of  rcpenrance  can  eafily  be  imagined  to  have  done. 
And  if  there  be  any  time  of  rejedion,  although  it  may  be  earlier,  yet  it  is 
alfo  certainly  the  laft-. 

Concerning  the  fecond  I  fhall  adde  this  to  the  former  difcourse  of  it,        2  J. 
that  pardon  offinsisnot  in  this  world  at  all  after  the  firft  emifTion  and 
great  cffluxe  of  it  in  our  lirft  regeneration.  During  this  life  we  are  in  imper- 
fedioii,  minority  and  under  conditions,  which  we  have  prevaricated,  and 
our  recovery  is  in  perperuail  fluxe,  in  heightnings  and  declenfions,and  we 
arc  highly  uncertain  of  our  acceptation,  becaufc  wc  are  not  certain  of  our 
reftitution,and  innocence',  we  know  not  whether  we  have  done  all  that  is 
fuflficient  to  repaire  the  breach  made  in  the  firft  ftate  of  favour  and  baptis- 
mall  grace.  But  he  that  is  dead,  faith  S.  Paul^  isjujiijied  from  fin,  not  till  then.  ^*^'^'7' 
And  therfore  in  the  do<Jtrine  of  the  moft  learned  jESUS  it  is  aflirmed :  He 
'that  is  guilty  of  prophanation  of  the  name  of  GOD,  he  fhall  not  interrupt 
'  the  apparent  malignity  of  it  by  his  prefent  repentance,  nor  make  atonc- 
'  ment  in  the  day  of  expiation,  nor  wafli  the  ftains  away  by  chaftifing  of 
'himfelf,  but  during  his  life  itremaines  whtlly  in  fufpence,  tfnt/ before  death  is 
'  not  extinguifhed  according  to  the  faying  of  the  Propher  Efay,  This  iniquity  jr^^^i  14 
^-fliall  not  be  blotted  out  till  ye  ^^e^faith  the  LORD  of  Hofts',  and  fome  wife  per-  ^         '  ^' 
'  fons  have  aft]rmed,thi3t  Jacob  related  to  this  in  his  expreffion,  and  appella-  q     o  t  4.2 
tivesofGOD  jwhome  he  called  the  GOV  of  Abraham,  andthefeareofhis       *'  '^ 
Father  Ifaak,,  becaufc  (as  the  Do<9"ors  of  the  jewcs  tell  xxs) Abraham  being 
dead  wasafcribcd  into  the  finall  condition  of  GODS  family  v  but  yfaak.bc' 
ing  living  had  apprehend  on  s  of  GOD,not  onely  of  a  pious,  but  alfo  of  a  tre- 
mulous feare  :  he  was  not  fure  of  his  own  condition,  much  lefle  of  the  de- 
grees of  his  reconciliation,  how  far  G  O  D  had  forgiven  his  fins,  and  how 
far  he  had  retained  them.  And  it  is  certain,  that  if  every  degree  of  the  di- 
vine favour.be  act  aflured  by  a  holy  life?  thofe  fins?  of  whofe  pardon  we 

were 
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""V    TT       were  mofk  hopefull,  returne  in  as  full  vigour ,  and  clamorous  importunity 
*^^^^  ^  \'       as  evT^r,  and  are  made  more  vocall  by  the  appendant  ingratitude,  and  o- 
ther  accidcntall  degrees.     And  this  CHRIS  T'taught  us  by  a  parable*,  for 
as  the  Lord  made  his  unchaiitable  fervanr  pay  all  that  debt ,  which  he  had 
Matth.  18.35.  formerly  forgiven  him,  evenfowillOOD  doe  to  us^  if  we  from  our  hearts  for- 
give not  one  another  their  trefpajfes.  Behold  the  goodnejfe ,  andfeverity  of  GOD^ 
Km*  II,  22.  faith  Saint  Paul,  on  them  vphichfell  feverity  •,  but  on  thee^  goodneffe^  if  thou 
continue  in  that  goodnejfe  1  othervpife  thou  jliatt  be  cut  of.  For  this  is  tny  Cove- 
'^^  27 .  nant  which  Ipallmak^  with  them^when  Ijhall  tak^  arvay  their  fins.     And  if  this 
be  true  in  thofe  fins ,  which  GOD  certainly  hath  forgiven ,  fuch  as  were  all 
thofe,  which  were  committed  before  our  illumination  *,  much  rather  is  ic 
true  in  thofe,  which  we  committed  after ,  concerning  whofe  acftuall  and 
full  pardon  we  cannot  be  certain  without  a  revelation.  So  that  our  pardon 
of  fins,  when  it  is  granted  after  our  breach  of  the  Covenant,  isjuftfofe- 
cure  as  our  perfeverance  is  :  concerning  which  becaufe  we  muft  afertain  h 
as  well  as  we  can ,  but  ever  with  feare  and  trembling ,  fo  alfo  is  the  eftate 
of  our  pardon ,  hazardous ,  condititionalj,  revocable  and  uncertain  *,  and 
therefore  the  beft  of  men  doe  all  their  lives  aske  pardon  even  of  thofe  fins, 
for  which  they  have  wept  bitterly,  and  done  the  fharpeft  and  fevereft  pen- 
ance. And  if  it  be  necelfary  we  pray ,  that  we  may  not  enter  into  tempta- 
tion, becaufe  temptation  is  full  of  danger,  and  the  danger  may  bring  a 
fin,  andthefinne  may  mine  us  :  it  is  alfo  necelfary ,  that  weunderftand 
the  condition  of  our  pardon  to  be,  as  is  the  condition  of  our  perfon ,  vari- 
able as  will,  fuddainasafteftions,  alterable  as  our  purpofes,  revocable  as 
our  owne  good  inter  tions,  and  then  made  as  ineffeftive  as  our  inclinations 
to  good  aSions.     And  there  is  noway  to  fecure  our  confidence  and  our 
hope,  but  by  being  perfeft  and  holy,  and  pure,  as  our  heavenly  Father 
is,  that  is,  in  the  fenfe  of  humane  capacity,  free  from  the  habites  of  all 
finne ",  and  adive,  and  induftrious,  and  continuing  in  the  wayes  of  god- 
linefle.  For  upon  this  onely  the  promife  is  built,  and  by  our  proportion 
to  this  ftate  we  muft  proportion  oui"  confidence ,  we  have  no  other  revela- 
tion*, Chrift  reconciled  us  to  his  Father  upon  no  other  conditions,  and 
made  the  Covenant  upon  no  other  articles,  but  of  a  holy  life,  in  obedi- 
ence univerfall  and  perpetuall  :  And  the  abatements  of  the  rigorous  fenfe 
of  the  words,  as  they  are  fuch  as  may  infinitely  teftify  and  prove  his  niercy, 
fo  they  arc  fuch  as  muft  fecure  oui*  duty  and  habituall  graces  *,  an  induftry 
manly,  conftant  and  Chriftian  *,  and  becaufe  thefe  have  fo  great  latitude  j 
(and  to  what  degrees  GOD  will  accept  ourreturnes  he  hath  no  where 
punftually  deferibed)  he  that  is  moft  fcverein  his  determination  does  beft 
fecure  himfelfe ,  and  by  exading  the  ftri<Seft  account  of  himftlfe  Hiall  ob- 
taine  the  eafier  fcrutiny  at  the  hands  of  GOD.  The  ufe  I  make  of  this  con- 
fideration  is  to  the  fame  purpofe  with  the  former  :  for  if  every  day  of  finne, 
and  every  criminall  ad"  is  a  degree  of  recefie  from  the  poffibilities  of  hea- 
ven, it  would  be  eonfideredat  how  great  diftance  a  death-bed  penitent 
flfter  a  vitious  life  may  apprehend  himfelfe  to  ftandfrommercy,and  pardon: 
and  fincc  the  termes  of  reftitution  muft  in  labour,  and  inextenfionof 
time,  or  intention  of  degrees  be  of  value  great  enough  to   reftorehim 
to  fome  proportion,  or  equivalence  with  that  ftate  of  grace  from  whence 
he  is  fallen,  and  upon  which  the  Covenant  was  made  with  him,  how 
iHipofrU)le   it  will   appeare   to  him   to  gee  fo   farre,    and  doe  fo 

much 
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ir.lich   in   that   ftace,   and    in    thofe   circumfiances  of   difability.  ^       part  II. 

Concerning  the  third  particular,  Iconfider,  that  Repentance,  as  it  is . 

dcfcribed  inScriptiirc,is  a  fyfteme  of  holy  duties,no!:cf  one  kind,  not  pro-  2$, 

pcrly  conf  fting  of  parts  as  if  it  were  a  fingle  grace,  but  it  is  the  reparation 
of  that  eftate,  into  which  CHRIST  firft  put  us,  a  rentmng  us  in  thefpi- 
rhofourjnkd^  fotheApoftle  calls  it,  And  the  holy  Gholt  hath  taught 
this  truth  to  us,  by  the  implication  of  many  appellatives,  andalfo  by  ex- 
prel!e  difcourfes.  For  there  is  in  Scripture,^ '''  repentance  to  be  repented  of^and  ^f.  ^^^  ,     , 
a  a  repentance  never  to  be  repented  of.  The  firft  is  meere  forrow  for  what  is  ^     '  *"^  "* 
paft,  an  ineife^ive  trouble  producing  nothing  good,fuch  as  was  the  repen-       «'*'"*;  ^  , 
tanceof>fdj,  he  repented  and  hanged  hiwfelfe ,  and(uch^2LS  th^tof  Efau,f^"'f*^'^.V'^ 
when  it  was  too  late,  and  foW3S  the  repentance  of  the  five  foolifh  virgins, '^'^'^'^^'" 
which  examples  tell  us  alfo ,  when  ours  is  an  impertinent,  and  inefteftuall  ^  ^  "^P^'^T- 
repentance.    To  this  repentance,  pardon  is  no  where  promifed  in  Scrip-  P^"^^^^^  ^  ^^" 
ture.  But  there  is  a  repentance,  'which  is  czlkd  converfi9n.,or  amendement  of  *^^'^  ^'^°  ' 
ljfe,d.  repentance  produdivc  of  holy  fruits,fuch  as  the  Baptiftand  our  bJeflcd  ^f'^J^- A^^-}' 
Saviour  preached,  fuch  as  himfelfe  alfo  propounded  in  the  example  of  the  ^  ^'  "^}^  ^^^^ 
Ninevites ,  they  repented  at  the  preaching  of  J^onah ,  that  is ,  they  fafted  P^omittmrpec. 
they  covered  themin  fackcloth  ',  they  cryed  mightily  unto  0  0  D,  yea  they  turned  ^^^^l^^^  rewjj-- 
tvery  one  from  his  evill  way ^and  from  the  violence^tbat  was  in  their  hands.  And  j^*^  jj^  J^^^'  "^ 
this  was  it,  that  appeafed  GOD  in  that  inftance.  GODfavp  their  work/-,  that  "  '^^f*i9^^'-'^ 
they  turned  from  their  evill  way^^and  Gsd  repented  of  the  evillyand  did  it  not.  '^  '^f^'  "^^  **• 

The  fame  Chara<!ier  of  repentance  we  find  in  the  Prophet  ExekieL  When  f^r^^* 
the  wicked  man  turneth  away  from  his  wicf^dnefe ,  that  he  hath  commtted ,  and  Matt.i-i.^i^ 
doeth  that  which  is  lawfull  and  right  j   If  the  wicked  reftore  the  pledge^ive  again  jonah.'^.oAO* 
that  he  had  rtbbed^  walke  in  theftatutes  of  life  without  committing  iniquity, he  hath  3°* 

done  that^which  is  lawfull  and  rights  he  jhall  furely  live, he  /hall not  dy,     A nd  ^'K.^'^j '  ^•^7. 
in  the  Gofpell ,  repentance  is  defcribed  with  as  full  and  intire  comprehen-  ^t^^:3^;i4' 
iions ,  as  in  the  old  Prophets.  For  faith  and  repentance  are  the  whole  duty  ^j''^  «  aTros-a- 
of  the  Gofpell,     Faith  wlien  it  is  in  conjuni^ion  with  a  pradicall  grace,fig-  "'"  '^"^^^^^  f^ 
nifies  an  intelle<Suall.     Faith  fignifies  the  fubmiiTion  of  the  underftanding  x^'^^f^"  '^^  ^^ 
to  the  inftitution,and  repentance  includes  all  that  whole  pi'a<^ice,  which  is  ^»ep^>'°'-^«'»'*« 
the  intire  duty  of  a  Chriftian,after  he  hath  been  overtaken  in  a  fault.  And  ^'A^^^<^'i'^j^' 
therefore  repentance  firft  includes  a  renunciation,  and  abolition  of  all  "'''^'<»'"^'^^*^''» 
evill,  and  then  alfo  enjoynes  a  purfuit  of  every  vcrtue,  and  that  till  they  >J^''"*  ^a  x«- 
arrive  at  an  habituall  confirmation.  ^«  ><n7a/  ^^S* 

Of  the  firft  fenfe  are  all  thofe  exprelTions  of  Scripture,  which  Imply  re-  ""'^  *»-9-e^'^/f. 
pentance  tobethe  deleteryof  finnes.   Repentance  from  dead  workesSzmt  Polybm. 
Paul   aflirmes  to  be  the  prime  fundamentall  of  the  religion ,  that  is,  '^^^^  etia.Clem 
converfionor  returning  from  dead  works  :  forunlefie  repentance  be  {o  Alex.fi10m.L2 
conftrued  it  is  not  good  fenfe.     And  this  is  therefore  highly  verified ,  be-  «^'  ^«  eundem 
caufe  repentance  is  intended  to  fct  us  into  the  condition  of  our  firft  under- /^«/«w  defnn 
taking,  and  articles  covenanted  with  GOD.     And  therefore  it  is  called  d /'^^f^n^^'^wn* 
redemption  of  the  time  ,  that  is ,  recovering  what  we  loft,  and  making  it  up  91- 

by  our  doubled  induftry.     Remember  whence  thou  art  fallen,  repent,  that  is,  ^tlxmaiir^  ^ 
returne,  and  doe  thy  firji  workes',  faid  the  fpirit  to  the  Angel  of  the  Church  nx^fUytv. 
of  Ephefus,  or  elfe  I  will  remove  thy  Candlejiicke ,    except  thou  repent.  ffeb.6.i. 
It  is  a  reftitution-,    If  a   man  be  overtaken  in  a  fault,  refiore  fuch  a  Apoc.2,$, 
one,  that  is  put  him,  where  he  was.     And  then,  that,  repentance  alfo  Gal.6,1. 
implyes  a  doing  all  gqod ,  is  certain  by  the  Sermon  of  the  Baptift ,  bring  J^nth.^^^^o     ^ 

forth 
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p^^  J  j^     forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance.  Doe  thy  jirfl  WQr]^es  was  thefermon  of  the 
_  fpirit,  liying  afide  every  weighty  and  the finne  that  edftly  encircles  m^  let  us 

run  with  patience  the  race  that  isfet  before  us,  (o  S.  Paul  taught.  And  S^Peter 
gives  charge,  that  when  we  have  efcaped  the  corruptions  of  the  world, 
and  of  lufts,  befides  this ,  give  all  diligence  to  acquire  the  rofary  and  con- 
jugation of  Chriftian  vertnes.  And  they  are  proper  etlefts,  or  rather  confti- 
tnent  parts  of  a  holy  repentance.  For  godly  for  row  vcorketh  a  repentance  (faith 
2.  €ot,  7. 10.  g^  pcLul)  tiot  to  be  repented  of^  and  that  ye  may  know  what  is  llgaibed  by  re- 
pentance behold  the  produft  was,  car efuUnejf endearing  ofthemfelves^  indigna- 
tion^ feare^  vehement  defires^  z^eale  and  revenge^  to  which  if  we  adde  the  Epi- 
J--    ^^'         thete  of  holy  (for  thefewcre  therefultsof  agodly  forrow,  audthe  mern- 
Rom  12  2      ^^rs  of  a  repentance  not  to  be  repented  of,)  we  are  raught,  that  repen- 
/     '      *    *     tance,be{ides  the  purging  out  the  malice  of  iniquity,is  alfo  a  fandification  of 
WjjjJ'!  g       the  whole  man,  a  turning  nature  into  grace,  palfions  into  teafon,  and 
it!  ti  -A       ^^^  flefliinto  fpirit. 

Fib  <  I  ^^  ^^'^  purpofe  I  reckon  thofePhrafes  of  Scripture,  calling  it,  a  renew- 

'scciciuni  ^^  ofcurminds^  arenewing  of  the  holy  Ohoft,  a  cleanftng  of  our  hands ^  and 
fibenc  pa^nheT.P^^'^fy^^i^^^'^^^^'^^f  that  is,  a  becoming  holy  in  our  alteftions,  andrighte- 
Iradenda  Cupi-  ous  in  oiir  aftions,  a  transformation  or  utter  change,  d  crKrzj}^^  theflejh  nith 
*1^"".  (.  the  afe^ions  and  lujis,  a  mortifyed  ftatey  a  purging  all  the  old  leaven,  and  be- 

menu-"*         coming  anew  confperfon,  a  waking  out  of  fleep^  and  walking  honefily  as  in  the 
rjeninis  d^)'")  a  being  bomagain^  a  being  born  fom  above,  anew  life.  Andlconfider 

Wentesafperio-  that  thefe  preparative  anions  of  repentance,  fiKh  as  are,  forrow  and 
"^"s  and  confefTion  of  fine,  iind  fifting,  and  exteriour  mcrtificationsandfeve- 

di^'^H^^  1^"'  ^J^'^^i^^^  t)ut  forerunners  of  repentance,  fome  of  the  retinue,  and  they  are 
od"'i4.  °'^   '  ^  ^^  ^^^  family,  but  they  no  m.ore  compleat  the  duty  of  repentance  then  the 
'Hjif^tVioudv  harbingers  are  the  whole  Court,  or  then  the  fingers  arc  all  the  body.  There 
Ttipt\or.<fta4dL-^^^^'^J^P^^^^^-^'>f^^^  ^Mrbleffed  SAVIOUR  over  one  ftnner  that  re- 
-^^jiTOi,  Kj  7^^  P^^^^'^  ■>  then  over  nimy  nine  juft  perfons  ^  whon-eednorqentance.  There  is  no 
«>0HTO»  h-im  n  "^°  "^^"  ^"^  necdes  a  tear,  and  a  forrow  even  for  his  daily  weaknelfes,  and 
7u  xcy»-  L-^iiK,  po^ibly  they  are  the  inftrumen tall  e-Kpiations  of  our  fudden  and  frequent 
't  xi^gutxln    andlefierfurprifesof  imperfe<9-ioni  but  the  )uft  ipcvCons  need  no  repetuance.^ 
2"   .       '*      that  is,  need  no  inverfion  of  ftatc,  no  transformation  from  condition  to 
$«»f  »  TT^-m     condition ,  but  from  the  leffe  to  the  more  perfeft  the  beft  man  hath.  And 
^f:cffKtvK.^  ,  therefore  thofe  are  vain  perfons,  who  when  they  owe  G  O  D  a  hundred  will 
^'  ^  ®^*^^^'*  write  fourfccre ,  or  a  thoufand,  and  will  write  fifty.     It  was  the  faying  of 
*iji  ri<!\ty>uttrtr  an  excellent  perfon ,  '  that  Repentance  is  the  beginning  of  Philofophy, 
«>«9»r  TO  0F7W?  1 2  ^jgj^j.  and  renunciation  of  evil  works  and  words,  and  the  firft  preparati- 
AyAbvv  tifTrag^-  <.  ^^  ^^^  entrance  into  a  life,which  is  never  to  be  repented  ofj  And  therefore 
^,  fc  n  ^o,a  ^  i  ^  penitent  is  not  taken  with  umbrages  and  appearances,  nor  quits  a  reall 
twTiu^v  rnv  Tii  ^   'good  for  an  imaginary,  or  choofes  evill  for  fear  of  Enemies  andadverfe 
'*^**'^'*f^','"*''"' 'accidents,  but  peremptorily  conforms  his  fentence  to  the  Divine  Laws, 
criTHy,  iptkwH  Ji  '  and  fubmits/;7/«?/jo/e//fe  in  a  conformity  with  them.  He  that  faid  thofe 
«>yafMi'»efc     excellent  words  had  not  been  taught  the  Chriftian  inftitution,  but  it  was 
fj^(^i*(^'i^vQHtf  admirable  reafon  and  deep  philofophy,  and  moft  confonant  tothtreafon- 
frCf'iMj-niCioitt-  ableneffcof  vertue,  and  the  proportions  and  detignes  of  repentance,  and 
mu^JtH  Hie-    no  other  then  the  doftrine  of  Chriftian  Philofophy. 
YicLin  Pythai,      And  it  is  con(iderable,fince  in  Scripture  there  is  a  repentance  mentioned, 
35.  which  is  impertinent,  and  inefte<ftuall  as  to  the  obtaining  pardon  ,  a  re- 

peataHCe  implyed  which  i&  ro  be  repented  of,  and  another  exprclfed,  which 

\% 
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is  never  to  be  repented  of,  and  this  is  defcribed  to  be  a  new  ftate  of  life'      ^^^^  jj^ 

a  whole  converfion  and  transformation  of  the  man,  it  followes  that  whatfo- ^ 

ever  in  any  feiife  can  be  called  repentance,andyet  is  leife  then  this  new  life^ 
niiift  be  that  ineffedive  repentance :  a  forrow  is  a  repentance,and  all  the  afts 
of  dolorous  exprcffion  are  but  the  fame  forrow  in  other  characters,  and  they 
are  good ,  when  they  are  parts  or  inflruments  of  jthe  true  repentance  :  but 
when  they  are  the  whole  repentance,  the  repentance  is  no  better  then  that 
o^  Judas  ^  nor  more  profperous  then  that  of  £/<z«.    Every  forrow  is  not 
a  godly  forrow ,  and  that  which  is ,  is  but  inftrumentall ,  and  in  order  to 
repentance.     Godly  forrow  workith  a  repentance ,  faith  Saint  Paul,  that  is^ 
it  does  its  fhare  towards  it,  as  every  grace  does  toward  the  pardon,  as  every 
degree  of  pardon  does  toward  heaven.  By  Godly  forrovp  k  is  probable  S. 
Paul  meanes  the  fame  thing,which  the  fchoole  hath  fince  called  contrition^ 
a  griefe  proceeding  from  a  holy  principle ,  from  our  love  of  GOD  and  ao- 
ger,that  we  have  ofi'ended  him  :  and  yet  this  is  a  great  way  off  from  thatre- 
pentance,without  the  performance  of  which  we  fliall  certainly  perifli  y  But 
no  contrition  alone  is  remiffive  of  fins ,  but  as  it  cooperates  towards  the 
integrity  of  our  duty.  Cum  converfus  ingemuerhy  is  the  Prophets  expreflion^  M»7«e»oii<mn  $ 
When  a  man  mourns  and  turns  from  alibis  evill  way  ^thdzs  a  godly  forrow,and  ^y-.i  larr. 
that's  repentance  too  j  but  the  teares  of  a  dolorous  perfon,  though  running  ^jjj.2.1  o. 
over  with  great  eflbfions  ,  and  fhed  in  great  bitternefle ,  and  exprefied  in  .^c  ^*  ilcym  <A- 
anions  of  punitive  juftice,  all  being  but  the  fame  fenfe  in  louder  language,  ^i^  T^'xy^e;^ 
being  nothing  but  the  expreffions  of  forrow,  are  good  onely,  as  they  tend  -^^it  vfTKtr.^ 
further,  and  if  they  doe,they  may  by  degrees  bring,  us  to  repentance,  and  ^^,^^  jm^i^^ 
that  repentance  will  bring  us  to  heaven  •,  but  of  themfelves  they  may  as  ^-^  >  ^^  j^yja 
well  make  the  Sea  fwell  beyond  its  margent ,  or  water  and  refrefh  the  fun-  ^^  Jihetor 
bmnt  earth  as  moue  GOD  to  mercy  and  pierce  the  heavens.     But  then  .^*   ^-      ^ -^  i 
to  the  confideration  we  may  adde  ,  that  a  forrow  upon  a  death  bed  after     ^  -*J!^ 
a  vitious  life  is  fuch  as  cannot  eafily  be  underftood  to  be  ordinarily  fo  much  ''^Q*\f^ 
as  the  beginning  of  vcrcuc,  or  the  firft  inftance  towards  a  holy  life.  For  ^  ^7     -  *   ' 
he  that  till  then  retained  his  fins  ,  and  now  when  he  is  certain,and  believes  ,  ^'Jlfr*'!'  *^ 
he  fhall  dye,  or  is  fearefuU  leaft  helliould,is  forrowfull,thathe  hath  finned:  '  :  T ''^I''*' 
isonelyforrowfull,becaufeheisliketoperifh-,  and  fuch  a  forrow  may  per-  J"' '^ 'J*"" '»'/'*? 
fedlyconfift  with  as  great  an  affection  to  fin,as  ever  the  man  had  in  the  high-  c" '"P'^'^» 
eft  carelTeSjand  invitation  ofhisluft.  For  even  then  in  certain  circumftances  ^^^'^^^^' 
he  would  have  refufed  to  have  a<a-ed  his  greatdft  temptation  .The  boldeft,& 
moft  pungent  luft  would  refufe  to  be  fatisfied  iH  the  market  place,or  with  a 
dagger  at  his  heart.  And  the  greatcft  intemperaYice  would  refufe  a  pleafaht 
mealc,if  he  believed  the  meat  to  be  mixt  with  po^'fonj  and  yet  this  rcftraint 
of  appetite  is  no  abatement  of  theaffeftion,  any  nic^rc  then  the  violent 
feares,which  by  being  incumbent  upon  the  death-bed  Peni  tent  make  him 
grieve  for  the  evill  confequents  more,then  to  hate  the  malice  Sc  irregularity. 
He  that  did  not  grieve  ,  till  his  greareft  fcare  prelTed  him  hard,and  Damna- 
tion nod  upon  his  heales,fecles  indeed  the  cfleds  of  feare,  but  can  have  no 
prefent  benefit  of  his  forrow,becaufe  it  had  no  natwall  principle  but  a  vio- 
lent, unnatnrall,and  intolerable  caufe,inconfifl:cnt  with  a  free,  placid,-and 
morall  eledion. 

The   fame   alfo    I  confider   ccHicerning   the    purpofe  of  a    new   life-,  54** 

which  that  any  man  fliowld  judge  to  be  repentance ,  that  duty  which 
reftores  us ,  is  more  unreafonable  then  to  thinke  forrow  will  doe  it :  For  as 
*  man  may  forrow5and  yet  never  be  rcftored,  (andlie  may  forrow  fo  much 
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Dirc.r.  OF  REPENTANCE, 

the  more  becaDfe  he  never  fhalbe  rcftored  asEpw  did,as  the  five  foolifh  Vh"- 
ginsdid,  and  as  many  more  may  do)  (o  he  that  purpofes  to  lead  a  new 
life  hath  convhiced  himfelf,  that  the  Duty  is  imdowe,  and  therefore  hi« 
pardon  not  granted,  nor  his  condition  reftofed  :  As  a  letter  is  not  a  word, 
nor  a  word  an  aftion,as  an  Embryo  is  not  a  man,  nor  the  feed  the  fruit:  fo 
is  a  piiroofe  cf  obedrence,  but  the  element  of  repeiitance,  tne  firfti magma- 
tions  of  ic  dirtering  from  the  grace  it  felf,as  a  difpolitionfrom  a  habir,or(be. 
caufe  it  felf  wil  beft  exprelTe  it  felf)as  the  purpofe  does  from  the  a<^.For  ei- 
ther a  holy  life  is  necei^ary,or  it  is  not  neceiiai7.  If  it  be  nor,why  does  any 
man  hope  to  efcape  the  wrath  to  come  by  refolving  to  doe  an  unneceflary 
thinr,or  ifhe  does  not  purpofe  it,when  he  pretends  he  doe3,that  isa  mock- 
in?  of  GOD,  and  that  is  a  great  way  from  being  an  inftrument  of  his  refti- 
tution.  But  if  a  holy  life  be  neceifary,  as  it  iscertain  by  infinite  teftimomes 
offcriprures,itisthe«n«;«  neceffafium,  the  one  great  necefiary,  it  cannot 
leafonably  be  thought,  diat  any  thing  lelTe  then  doing  itfhallferveour 
turnes.  That  which  is  onely  in  purpofe  is  not  yet  done,  and  yet  it  is  neceifa- 
ry itlhould  be  done,becaufeitisnecefraryweihouldpurp;ofeit.  Andin 
this  we  are  fufficiently  concluded  by  that  ingeminate  expreiTionufed  by  S.. 
Pauh  in  JESVS  CHRIST  nothing  can  avail  but  a  new  Creature,  pyotkmghut 
faith  working  by  charity ,  nothing  but  a  keeping  the  Commandments  of  GOD  And 
as  many  a/wllkacmdingto  this  rule.peace  be  on  them,  ^nd  mercy,  they  areths 

^^'™{?on^derationIinte^^^^  ""^"^^^  ^'^^;fl'y  ^^ 

Death-bed peniteats,  who  have  fpent  a  vicious  life,  who  have  therefore 

mocked  themfelves,becaufe  thay  "^.e''^"^  J^  r.^^"^^^!  aI  Z  r^'S 
what  they  fowed  not.  But  be  not  deceived,  faith  the  Apoftle,  he  that  fiweth 

cfthefpiritreap  life  everlaffing.   Onely  this,  let  us  not  beweaiy  ofwell-domg, 

forrniefeafoLiMireap.if^^^  ^T'^  '^'' ^.^l^muS? 

indudry,  and  a  long  work,  and  a  fuccefRon  of  religious  times  we  muftfowc 
Xfpir'"^.  wo?k  of  fuch  length,  that  the  greateft  da^^^^^^ 
and  inrerciHon.    But  he  that  fowes  to  the  fpirit,  not  being  weary  of  well- 
fc^^^  in  the  long  procelTe,  he,  and  he  onely  (hall  reape-^hfe 

evedaf  UP  But  a  purpofe  is  none  of  all  this.  If  it  comes  to  aft,  and  be 
pSu&  then  it  is  ufefull,  and  it  was  1  ke  the  Eve  of  a  holy 

d  rfeftWall  in  the  midft  of  its  abftinence  and  vigils,  it  was  the  beginnings 
oFarepenlce.  But  if  it  never  come  to  aft,  it  was  to  "^P^Pf '-^^^^^ 
ing  of  GOD,  an  aft  of  direft  hypocrite,  a  provocation  c^f  G  O  D  and  a  de- 
cdvingourownfelves-,  Y^u  are  unhappy,  you  began  not^^^^^^^  or  that 
your  earlier  dayes  returne  not  together  with  your  good  purpoles. 

And  neTther  can  this  have  any  other  fentence,  though  the  purpofe  be 
And  neitner "»  ^"•*  ^    ^ .   ^      j     ^  Covenant  with  us  on 

made  upon  cur  death-bed.   r  or  wu  nam  mauc  n^  ^nrl  hpalrh 

our  death-bed,  diftinft  from  that  he  made  with  us  '"  °"^j  ^^^^^^^^^^ 
And  fmcein  oir  life  andprefent  abilities  g^^,^  P^Tfjl^'^"^  .'"^^^^^ 
and  vowes  (for  they  are  but  the  fame  thing  in  c^i^^^nng  degi  ees)  did  hgni - 
fi- nothing  till  they  came  to  aft,  and  no  man  was  reconciled  to  o  O  D  by 

purpofescanmoreprevaileattheendof  awickedlife,  ^^^^^  .^^^^^^^^^^ 
ninp  ?  that  lefe  piety  will  fervc  our  turns  after  5o.or  60.  years  impiety,then 
S  hSfTlL.  wicked anda imfull  lifelhould  by  kffe  paines^be 
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exptatcdjthen  an  unhappy  yearc?  For  it  is  not  in  the  ftate  of  grace  as  in  o-      p^rt.  II. 

thcr  extemur  anions  ot  religion  or  charity,  where  God  will  accept  the  will -, 

fiw  the  deed  when  the  externall  ad  is  inailpably  out  of  our  powers,  &:  may 
alfo  be  fiipplycd  by  the  internall',  asbcndings  of  the  body  by  theproftra-  'E/c-rois*  »wxef 
tion  of  the  fouljalniSjby  charity:preaching  by  praying  for  aanrerfion.Thefe  »<>  *»«'£'^'^*'J«''^ 
things  are  neceflary,beciiure  they  are  precepcs,and  obligatory  onely  in  cer-  t-^txT/sw*  a^i'^f 
tain  circumftances,which  may  faile,and  we  be  innocent  and  difobliged.But  TnuTvt  it,^f^' 
it  is  otherwife  in  the  elfentiall  parts  of  our  duty,  which  God  hath  made  the  -^-^^  imp^t«» 
immediate,and  next  condition  of  our  faIvation,fuch  which  are  never  outof  ^  <'^<«f*»"«  \i>}(^ 
our  power,but  by  our  own  fault.Such  are  charity ,forg!veries,repentance,and  Twf  f^^"J«< "» ^- 
faith-,(uch  to  which  we  are  afflicted  by  GOD,  fuch  which  are  alwayes  put  by  ufitAsn^  lii  »cA# 
Gods  grace  into  our  power,  therefore  becaufe  God  indifpenfably  demands  (n  rjuZx>^iry  j^ 
them.In  thefe  cafes  as  there  i^  no  revelation  Godwil  accept  the  will  for  the  dVfAi^hMKsfe  y 
deed,the  purpofe  for  the  a(^,fo  it  is  unreafonable  to  expea  itjbecaufe  GOD  ttoToi^ki  Sn  e/^<A«- 
did  once  put  it  intooiupowers,and  if  we  put  it  out^wemuft  not  complain  oxaXw  .r>e;y<A- 
cf  want  of  tire,which  our  felves  have  quenched,ncr  complain  we  cannot  fee,  ks»  ',  h  «f  «««^» 
when  we  have  put  our  own  lights  ouf,andhope  Godwill  accept  the  will  for  m  xartf^c  tW 
the  deed,fince  we  had  no  will  to  ir,  when  God  put  it  into  our  powers.Thefe  t7jwo/i3»n»  tto/- 
are  but  fig-leaves  to  cover  our  naked ncire,which  our  fin  hath  introduced.      iuui  tlw  Fieuwn^-', 
For  eirficr  the  reducing  fuch  vowes  and  purpofes  to  aft  is  the  duty,with-  ixi-n  «  (MiQ^of 
out  which  the  purpofe  is  ineffeftuall,  or  elfe  that  ^raftife  is  butthefigne,  «V*M^>i^Tr- 
and  teftimony  of  a  fincere  intention  and  that  very  tincere  intention  was  of  x^^-,  «»  toiiUm 
k  fclfe  accepted  by  God  in-thetirft  fpring.If  itwas  nothing  but  a  figne,then  iuA\icw^  k,p*- 
the  covenant, whieh  God  made  with  man  in  Jefus  Chrift  was  faith  and  good  Sy^A^wf,  j^  ati 
meaning,not  faith  and  repentancc,and  a  man  is  juftified  as  foone  as  ever  he  ^^fSf^iT^is'*^ 
purpofes  well,before  any  endeavours  arc  commenced,or  any  aft  produced,  ^tf^^cnui  -mt* 
or  habit  ratihed-,and  the  duties  of  a  holy  life  are  but  niadowes,and  fignifica-  i,.,  ^j^\^it  u 
tions  of  a  gracf,no  part  of  the  Covenant,  not  fo  much  as  fmoke  is  of  fire,  a  «e;.K.-t«»,  j^  i- 
meere  figneof  a  perfon  juftiiied  as  foon  as  he  made  his  vow,  but  then  alfo  a  ^^^^  j^^a^  in-' 
man  may  be  juftitied  500.  times  in  a  yeare,as  often  as  he  makes  a  new  vow  ^^^^t  o*/^«f  ?i8' 
and  confident  refolution,which  is  then  done  moft  heartily,  when  the  luft  is  ^ts  ^^a^hj  ffr.- 
newly  fatisfied  &  the  pleafure  difappcares  forthe  inftant,though  the  purpofe    y^"  ^„^, ^^ 
disbands  upon  the  next  temptation  :  yeabutunlelfeit  be  a  fincere  purpofe  ^^^^^  j  ©e^x*- 
it  will  doe  no  good,and  although  we  cannot  difcerne  it,  nor  the  man  him-  ^j. J^'iJVa'Tnc 
felfcyet  GOD  knowes  the  heart,and  if  he  fees  it  would  have  been  reduced  'j^Jill^^j^  ^  7^^ 
to  aft  then  he  accepts  it,  and  this  is  the  hopes  of  a  dying  man.  But  faint     * ..    I    } 
they  are  and dying,as the  man  himfelfe.  TtntT^^'' 

For  it  is  impoftible  for  us  to  know,but  that  what  a  man  intends  (as  him-  P^^^^ ^'  "  5- 
felfe  thinks)  heartily,isfincerely  meant,and  if  that  may  be  infincere,and  is  *E.q„r:.nd.meti 
to  be  judged  only  by  a  never  following  event(in  cafe  the  man  dyes )it  can-  "f**'""  i "  9^^  "* 
not  become  to  any  man  the  ground  of  hope,nay  even  to  thofepcrfons,who  irf^/X^'qaST" 
do  meane  fmcerel'y  it  is  ftill  an  inOrument  of  diftruft  &:  feares  infinite,  fmcc  '^f^*'iT^^l^^ 
his  owclmcere  meaning  hath  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,no  difiinft  mi  c  rW're  voiiiff>  ? 
formality,no  principIe,no  figne  todiftinguifh  it  from  the  unfincere  vows  of  \^ZlTr!lT'^<^^ 
rorrowfull,but  not  truly  penitent  perfons.  2.  A  purpofe  afted  and  not  afted  ''^  ''/*I,"*°s«i^  vT- 
difter  not  in  the  principle,but  in  the  efleft,  which  is  extrinfecall  and  acci-  U^v qlu  jh "mc}, 
dentall  to  the  pur pofe,and  each  might  be  without  the  otherraman  might  ^.'^iUiTaicen^' 
live  holily,though  he  had  not  made  that  vow,&when  he  hath  made  the  vow  1  j*'  l^^'v^u^K* 
he  may  fail  of  living  holily.''' And  as  wefhould  think  it  hard  meafure  to  have  rMr,,ax\^ owJ<:^- 
a  damnation  increafed  upon  us  for  thofe  fin*i,which  we  would  have  commit-  '^^^l  ^[otSS* 
•cd  if  wc  had  lived ;  fo  it  caonetbe  reafonable  to  build  our  hopes  of  heaven  cj. 
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T      ~~      ginary  piety,  which  we  never  did,  and  if  we  had  lived,  GOD  knowes, 
^^^  ^^'     v^hether  we  wculd  cr  not.  5  GOV  takss  av^ay  the  godly  leaft  malice  Jf)ou!d  corruj  t 
tbdr  mderj\mdings^  and  for  the  Eleii^  fake  thofe  dayes  are  jhortned^  which  if 
they  fbould  continue^  no  flejh  jhould  efcape^  but  now  lliall  all  that  be  laid  up- 
on thei  r  fcore,which  if  GOD  had  notfoprevenred  by  their  death,  GOD 
KHsquam  crefcit  knov/es  they  would  have  done?  And  GOD  deals  with  the  wicked  in  a  proportion 
expotxfA^o  prx  r.able  manner^  to  the  contrary  purpofe^  he  jhortens  their  dayes  y  and  takes'  4- 
B  'de  re^var^'  ^^^  ^^^'^  pofTibilities,  and  opportunities^  when  the  time  of  repentance  is  paft 
*^'     ^*    becaufche  mil  not  do  violence  to  their  wills^  and  this  leaft  they  jhould  returne,  and 
bt:  convert edy  and  [jI)ou!d  heale  thewt  fo  that  it  is  evident,  fome  perfons  are  by 
Ir'  ^}  ^  ^*  ^omt  a(fts  of  God  after  a  vitious  life  and  the  frequent  rejeftion  of  the  Divir.e 
ex  ljay.6  0,       gr;ce  at  laft  pr evented fr^m mercy^vpho  without  fuch  cowfes^ic  in  contrary  circum- 
jJ^'^'^^'      fiances  might  poffibly  doe  a^h  ofrepentdnce^  and  return^and  then  G^Dwould 
Liik:  810.       ij^^i^  ^ij^j^  ^^  L^^  their  purpofes  and  vowes  be  never  fo  fincere  in  the  prin- 
j//".'*  ^  «^*^*     ciple,  yet  fince  a  man  v/ho  is  in  the  fiare  of  grace  may  again  faile  of  it,  and 
It    ,    *  ^2'     forget  he  was  purged  from  his  old  fins  (and  every  dying  finner  did  f(), 
Aoiw;ii.8,     if  ever  he  was  waflied  in  the  lav  er  of  regeneration,  and  fandified  in  his 
fpirit)  then  much  more  mayfuch  al^.ncere  purpole  fail,and  then  it  would 
be  known  to  what  diftance  of  time  or  ftate  from  his  purpofc,  will  GOD 
give  hisfinallfentence  5' Whether  will  he  qait  him,  becaufc  in  the  6rft 
ftage  he  will  correfpond  with  his  intention,  and  a<ft  his  purpofes,  or  con- 
demnehimbccaufeinhis  fecond  ftagehe  would  prevaricate  ?  And  when 
a  man  does  fail,  it  is  not  becaufc  his  firft  principle  was  not  good',  for  the 
H.  fpirit,  which  is  certainly  the  beft  principle  of  fpirituall  a43:ions,  may  be 
cxtinguifhed  in  a  man,  and  a  fincere,  or  hearty  purpofe  may  be  loft,  or  ic 
may  again  be  recovered,and  be  lofi:  again", fo  that  it  is  as  unreafonable,as  it  is 
Hnrevealed,  that  a  fincere  purpofe  on  a  deathbed  lliall  obtain  pardon,  or 
pa^eforanew  ftateoflife.  Few  men  are  at  thofe  inftants,  "^  and  infuch 
preiTures  hypocritlcall  and  vain,  and  yet  to  performe  fnch  purpofes  is  a  new 
workc,  and  a  labour,  ic  comes  in  upon  a  new  ftock  differing  from  that  prin- 
ciple, and  will  meet  with  temptations,  difficulties  and  impediments",  and  an 
honcft  heart  is  not  fure  to  remain  fo,  but  may  fplit  upon  a  rock  of  a  violent 
invitation.  A  promifeis  made  to  be  faithfull  crunfaithfuH  ex  pofi  fa^o  by 
rile  event,  but  it  was  fincere  or  unfincere  in  the  principle,  oncly  if  the  pcrfon 
promifing  did ,  or  did  not  refpe<Sively  at  that  time  meane  what  he  faid.  A 
fincere  promife  many  times  js  not  truely  perforned. 
5^  Concerning  all  the  other  a<^s,  which  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  adyingperfon 

can  doe,I  hare  onely  this  confideration-,if  they  can  make  up  a  new  Creature, 
become  a  new  ftatcbe  in  any  fenfe  a  holy  life,a  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God,  afollowing  of  peace  and  holincs,  a  becoming  holy  in  allcon- 
verfation,if  they  can  arrive  to  the  loweft  fenfe  of  that  excellent  condition 
Chrift  intended  to  all  his  Difciplcs,when  he  m^i&^^kespjngthe  Cormtandments 
to  be  the  cond i tion  ofentring  into  life^ind  not  cryingyLord,  Lord^  but  doing  the 
mil  of  God  :  if  he  that  hath  ferved  the  lufVs  of  the  flefh,  and  taken  pay  under 
all  Gods  enemies,during  along  and  niallcions  lifecan  forany  thing  a  dying 
perfoncan  doe,  be  faid  in  any  fenfe  to  have  lived  holily  ,  then  his  hopes 
24-e  fairly  built  i  if  not,  they  rely  upon  a  fand  j  and  the  ftorme  of  death, 
and  the  Divine  difpleafure  will  beatetco  violently  upon  them.  There  arc 
no  fuppletories  of  the  Evangelical!  Covenant*,  if  we  waike  according 
to  the  rule^  then  ff}all  peace  and  righteoufneffe  kfffe  each  other '-y  if  wc 
have  finned  and  prevaricated  the  ruk ,   rep^tancc  niuft  bring  us  into 

the 
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the  vrayes  of  righrcoufneffe ,  and  then  wc  muft  goe  on  npon  the  oM  /tock ',      ^^  jj] 

but  the  deeds  oftheflejh  mifl  be  monijjed ,  and  Chrift  mufl  dwell  in  us ,  and - 

tbefpirjt  mAffreigne  in  us,  and  vertue  nmlt  be  habitual),  and  the  habits 
riiult  be  confirmed,  and  this  as  we  doe  by  the  fpirit  of  Chrift,  fo  it  is  hallow- 
ed and  accepted  by  the  grace  of  G  O  D  ,  and  we,put  into  a  condition  of 
favour,  and  redeenned  from  fin,  and  reconciled  to  GOD.  But  this  will  not 
be  put  oil  with  (ingle  a^f,nor  divided  parts,  nor  newly  conmienced  pur-    ^^.^^  piero'q  • 
poies,  nor  fruitleire  fonow  ?  it  is  a  great  folly  to  venture  eternity  vpon  ^i^^^ncec^  a  quin* 
drean»es,  fo  that  now  let  me  reprefent  the  condition  of  a  dying  perfon  after  quagtlimo  m  •- 
a  vitious  life.  t:.  "ra  iic«bm  i 

1 .  He  that  confiders  the  frailty  of  humane  bodies ,  their  incidences  and  '^*'"  =^?^'™"^  ,*"" 
aptnef^e  to  fickneife  ,  cafualties,  death,ruddeaor  expe.ied,  the  condition  jllnfcc^.ETqii^ 
of  feverall  difeafes ,  that  fom^  are  of  too  quick  a  fenfe,  and  are  intolerable,  uncie  n  lotigio- 
fomeare  dull  ftupidand  Lethargicall:  then  addes  the  prodigious  judgements  ns  vitxprardem 
which  fall  upon  many  finners  in  the  aft  of  fm  ,  and  are  markes  of  ow  accipu?  Ssntca. 
dangers,  and  Gods  efl'entialljuAice  and  feverity,and  that  fecurity  ,  which  4^*^ 
poifelfes  fuch  perfons,whofe  lives  are  vitious  and  habituall  careleireneire,and  ^«f^«  '^    «» 
ground lefie  confidence  ,  cr  an  abfolute  inconfideration  ,  which  is  gene- "^"^   cvticrtf^^ 
rally  the  condition ,  and  conftitution  of  fuch  minds,  every  one  whereof  is  l*'^''^*^'  •»■• 
likely  enough  to  confound  a  ferfevering  Tinner  in  miferies  eternall ,  will  '^p^-^*"  orep 
foon  apprehend  the  danger  of  a  delayed  repentance  to  be  infinite,  and  un-  "f^'  ^'fi^^f  ^"^ 
Dieafuieable.                                                                                              "'  «^<&«<r^»«tf 

2.  But  fuppofe  fuch  a  perfon  having  efcaped  the  antecedent  circum-  ^zaI*^*^ 
ftanccs  of  the  danger,  is  fet  fairly  upon  his  dcadi-bed  with  the  juft  appre-  «»fT«f, » rncfY^ 
benfion  of  his  fins  about  him  and  his  addrefles  to  repentance",  confiderthen  >j'V«e  etc  Vr* 
the  ftrength  of  his  lufts,  that  the  fins  he  is  to  mortify  are  inveteratejhabi-  «««'»«>  >|«jm»- 
tuall,and  confirmed  ,  having  had  the  growth  and  lability  of  a  whole  life  >  m  t2  ;<*  4^- 
that  the  liberty  ofhis  will  is  impaired  (the  Scripture  faying,  of  fuch  per-cr««aK/,  xftl 
fens,  whfife  eyes  arefuUoflufl  and  that  cannot  ceafe  from  finne,  and  that  hisfer-  rx'  /io»7«»wiJ- 
vants  they  are  whom  they  obeyed,  that  they  are  (laves  to  fin,  and  fo  not fui  mis^  Tsiv^Lucr.Nigr^ 
not  at  their  own  difpofe)  that  his  underftanding  is  blinded ,  his  appetite  is  41^ 
mutiix>us,  and  ofa  long  time  ufed  to  re  bell,  and  prevailed  thatall  thein- 2F?r.5.l4. 
feriour  faculties  are  in  diforder  :  that  he  wants  the  helpes  of  grace  propor- 
tionable to  his  neceflities  (for  the  longer  he  hath  continued  in  fin,the  weak- 
er the  grace  of  God  is  in  him',fo  that  in  effeft,at  that  time  the  more  need  ht 

hath,the  Icffe  he  fhall  receive,it  being  Gods  rule  to  give  to  him  that  hath,  and 
fiom  him^that  hath  nn  to  tak^  even  what  he  hath^  then  adde  the  innumerable 
parts  and  great  burdens  of  repentance,that  it  is  not  a  forrow,nora  purpofe, 
becaufe  both  thefe  fuppofe  that  to  be  undone,  which  is  the  onely  necelfary 
fupport  ofallourhopesin  Chrift  when  itisdone,  the  innumerable  diffi- 
cult cafes  of  confcience  that  may  then  occurre,particularly  in  the  point  of 
reftitution/  (Which  among   many  other  neceftary  parts  of  repentance  is 'e^^^^^^.    a 
indifpenfably  required  of  all  perfons,  that  are  able,  and  in  every  degree  in  »  ^  he^^^\w.> 
whichthey  are  able)  the  many  temptations  of  the  Devill,  the  ftrength  ^  ^if^/'^i    •.**"' 
paflrions,theimpotencyoftheFleni,  the  illufions  of  the  fpirit  of  darknelfe,  ^  ♦**  ^  V/^ 
the  tremblings  of  the'heart,the  ineogitancy  of  the  minde ,  the  implication  ^^  "'^  *«  ^« 
andhitanglings  often  thoufand  thoughts  and  the  impertinenciesofadiftur-  ^,'^?*T '  .*?* 
bed  fancy,  and  th^  great  hinderances  of  a  ficke  body ,  and  a  fad  and  weary  *'  !* ,    ^^/^ 
fpirit,  all  thefe  reprefent  a  death-bed  to  be  but  an  ill  ftation  for  a  penitent  j  ^  ^^***  '^'<w 
If  thcperfoK  be  fuddenly  fetched  away  he  is  not  left  fo  much  Jis  to  difpate*,  ^^  ^^^^^' 
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'    P     Yi        if  he  bepermicecd  tolanguifti  in  his  ficknelfe  he  is  cither  ftiapid  andap- 
prehends  nothing,  or  elle  miferable,  and  hath  reafon  to  apprehend  too 
much. .  HoweveTs  all  thcfe  difficulties  are  to  be  palfed  and  overcome  before 
the  man  be  put  into  a  faveable  cond  ition.  From  this  confideration  (though 
fw4nd"i"irit  perhaps  itmay  inferre  more)  yet  we  cannot  but  conclude  this  difficulty  ro 
homo  bene  viva;  be  as  great  as  the  former  danger,that  is  vaft,aud  ponderous,and  infupporrable 
in  ftne&jce  au-        3.  Suppofe  the  Ciinick  or  death-bed  Penitent  to  be  as  forward  in  thcfe 
w.nucben*  mo-  imployments,  and  as .  fucceifefull  in  the  maftaing  many  of  theobjeftions 
mtur.aeaeca.     ^s  realonably  can  be  thought,  yet  it  is  confiderable,  that  there  is  arepcn- 
J2  tance,  which  is  to  be  repented  of,  and  that  is,  a  repentance,  which  is  not 

produdive  of  fruits  of  amendment,  of  life,  that  there  is  a  period  fet  downo 
by  GOD  in  his  judgemenr,  and  that  many  who  have  been  prophane  as  Efau 
was,  are  reduced  into  the  condition  oi  Efau,  zndthere  is  no  place  left  for 
their  repentance  though  theyfeek^  it  carefully  with  teares  :  that  they,  who  have 
long  refufed  to  heare  God  calling  them  to  repentance,  GOD  wiU  refufe  to 
heare  them  calling  for  grace  and  mercy,  that  he  mil  laugh  atfomemen, 
when  their  calamity  come/,  that  the  five  foolifli  virgins  addrelfed  themfelves 
at  the  noyfcof  the  bridegroomes  coming,  and  begd  oyIe,and  went  out  to 
g  «^^  buy  oyle,  and  yet  for  want  offome  more  time,  and  an  early  diligence  came 

huma"  %erbia  too  late,  and  were  iliut  out  for  ever  *,  that  it  is  no  where  revealed  that 
mences  Ante  o-    fuch  late  endeavours,  and  imperfed  praftifes  fhall  be  accepted,  that  GOD 
bitiim  niutare,     hath  made  but  One  covenant  with  us  in  JESUS  CHRIST,  which  is  faith  and 
necexpeaarefu-  j-epentance  configned  in  Baptifme*,  andthe  iignificationofthem  and  the 
Swc^ambigue  puipofe  of  CHRIST  is,  that  we  fhould/jme/ort/jw  mre  ferve  finne,  butmor-^ 
^uemferopocni-  tify  and  kill  him  perpetually  and  deftroy  his  kingdome,  and.  extinguifh  as^ 
tec,  ergo  prafen-  much  as  in  us  lyes  his  very  title',  that  we  fhould  live  holily,  juftfy,  and  fiber  ly 
tisipatiom nobis  jf^  this prefem world,  inal  holy  converfation  and godlmeffe,  arid  that  eitherwe  muiV 
Di^mpatlSa^Tf^'  ^^  continued  or  reduced  to  this  ftate  of  holy  living,  and  habituall  fand:ity, 
cw  ais  Cbrifti    or  we  havc  no  title  to  the  promifes*,  tliat  every  degree  of  recefhon  from  the 
cUmcntia  fefe     ftate  of  grace  CHRIST  firft  put  us  in,  is  a  rcceflfion  from  our  hopes,  and  an 
prsbet,  prster     infecuring  our  condition*,  and  we  iidde  to  our  confidence  onely  as  our  obe- 
oi^ina' vftT'    <^'^^c^  'S  reftoredj  All  this  is  but  a  fad  ftory  to  a  dying  perfon,  who  fold: 
Duni licet,  ec  fa-  himfelf  to  work  wickednelTe in  an  habituall  iniquity,  and  averfation  from 
no  ingcnioque  a-  the  conditions  of  the  holy  Covenant  ,in  which  he  was  fandified' 
aimoque    vale-      And  certainly  itisunreafonable  to  plant  all  our  hopes  cf  heaven  upon- 
Akiinus  Avk-    ^  dod^rine  that  is  deftrodive  of  all  piety,  which  fuppofes  us  in  fuch  a  con->. 
Bis  jam  penetibi  dition,  that  GOD  hath  been  ofiended  at  us  all  our  life  long,  and  yet  that 
©Qivful  crigefimus  wccaii  never  return  our  duties  to  him,  unleffe  he  will  unravell  the  purpofes. 
ioiiat,  tt  nume   of  his  predeftination,or  call  back  time  again,and  begin  a  new  computation 
tua^icrdip^'*    ofyears  forus*,  and  if  he  did,itwould  be  filllas  uncertain.  For  whathopeis- 
Marc  1.  uep.\6.  there  to  that  man,  who  hath  fulfilled  all  iniquity,  and  hath  nor  fulfilled  righ-^ 
vioc  s.  Ambros  teousnelTe  ?  Can  a  man  live  to  tbeDevil  and  dye  to  God?  fow  totheFlefh, 
1  y.depenitc.  I.  and  reape  to  the  fpirit  ?  hope  GOD  will  in  mercy  reward  hm?^  who  hath  ^ 
rVho^'it^^om  ^^^"^^^  ^^'^  Enemy /fure  it  isjthe  Dodrine  of  the  availe  of  a  death-bed  repen- 
4T.S.Earil:ora;4  tance  cannot  be  reconciled  with  Gods  purpofes  and  Intentioiis  to  have  us 
j.B€rnard  in       live  a  good  life,  for  i t  v/ould  reconcile  us  to  the  hopes  of  heaven  for  a  few 
parvis  ferm  :  itt  thoughts  or  words  or  fingle  aftions,when  our  life  is  done .  It  takes  away  the 
Sh  benefit  of  many  graces,  and  the  ufe  of  more,  and  the  necefCty  of  all. 

^^  For  let  it  be  fcriously  weighed.  To  what  purpofe  is  the  variety  of 

^  ■        GJDD  S  grace?  What  ufe  is  there  of  preventing,  reftraining,  concomitant^. 

fubfer 
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fiibftquent,  and  perfevcring  grace,  unltfie  it  be  in  order  to  a  religious      ^^^^  jj^ 

converfation  ?   And  ly  deferring  repentance  to  rlie  laft  we  defpoile  our , 

fonles ,  and  rob  the  holy  Ghoft  of  the  glory  of  many  rayes ,  and  holy  ir- 
.fluences,  with  which  the  Church  is  watered  and  refreftied,  that  it  may 
grow  from  grace  to  grace,  till  it  be  confummate  in  glory.  It  rakes  away 
thevery  being  of  chaftity,  and  temperance,  no  fuch  vertucs  according 
to  this  do<Srine  need  to  be  named  among  Chriftians.  For  the  dying  perfon 
is  not  in  capacity  to  evercifc  thefe  ,  and  then  either  they  are  troublefome, 
withoutwhich  we  may  do  well  enough,  or  elfe  the  condition  of  the  un- 
chafte  and  inteniperate  Clinick  is  fad  and  deplorcable.  For  how  can  he  e- 
jeft  thofe  Devills  of  Luft,  and  drunkennefie,  and  gluttony,  from  whom  the 
difeafe  hath  taken  all  powers  of  eleftion  and  variety  of  choice.  UnlelTe  it  be 
poffible  to  root  out  long  contra<Sed  habits  in  a  moment,or  acquire  the  ha-birs 
of  chaftity,robriety  and  teniperance,thofe  felf  defying  and  laborious  graces, 
without  doing  a  fingle  ad  of  the  refpeftive  vertues  in  order  to  obtaining  of 
habites ',  unleffe  it  be  fo,  that  G  O  D  will  infufe  habites  into  us  more  imme- 
•liately  then  he  creates  our  reafonable  fouls,  in  an  inftant,  and  without  the 
cooperation  of  the  fufcipient,  without  the  workjng  out  mrfalvcimn  vrithfear^ 
zvid  without  giving  all  diligence^  ^nd  running  with  patience,  and  refining  unto 
bloody  and  ftriving  to  the  laft,  and  enduring  unto  the  end'im  long  fight,  and  a 
long  race.  If  G  O  D  infufes  fuch  habites,  why  have  we  laws  given  us,and  are 
commanded  to  work,  and  to  do  our  duty  with  fuch  a  fucceflion  and  lafting  Pradcns  fiitHr? 
diligence,  as  if  the  habites  were  to  be  acquired^  to  which  indeed  GOD  pro-  J^2fri"orrno  " 
niifes,  and  miniftcrs  his  aides,  ftill  leaving  us  fhe  perfons  obliged  to  the  law,  ^g  pfemic  Dciif . 
^nd  the  labour,  as  we  are  capable  of  the  reward.  I  need  n©t  inftance  any  ,    Horat. 

niore.  But  this  dodrine  of  a  Death-bed  repentance  is  inconfiftent  with  the  vita  data  eft  u- 
duties  of  mortification,with  all  the  vindi<ftive  and  punitive  parts  of  repent-  ^^^^h<^^^^  eft  (?- 
stnce  in  exteriour  inftances  *,  with  the  precepts  oiwayting,  and  rvatchfulnejfe,  Muturneccerta 
and/;rfpdr<it7en,andftandinginareadineffe  againft  the  comng  of  the  Bride-  pcrfoia'cnda  die, 
grootTif-with  the  patience  of  well  doing,  with  e^iemplary  living,  with  the  imita-  Qusrisquod  lie 
tion  of  the  life  of  C  H  R  I  S  T ,  and  conformities  to  his  pafTion  ,  with  the  JongJ^i'^um  vi- 
kingdome,  and  dominion  and  growth  of  grace.     And  laftjy  it  goes  a-  que^aXLpknti. 
bout  to  defeat  one  of  GODS  great  purpofes ,  for   GOD   therefore  am  pervenire. ' 
concealed  the  time  of  our  death,  that  we  might  alwayes  ftanduponour  QuiadilJampcr- 
guard.     The  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  told  us  fo ,  watch ,  for  ye  know  not  what  hmr  ^^"^^  attingic 
the  LORD  will  corny  but  this  makes  men  feem  more  crafty  in  their  late  "^n"J^"|i';^^^^^^ 
begun  piety,  then  GOD  was  provident  and  myfterious  in  concealing  mum.^enec  ep, 
the  time  of  our  dilTolution.  94. 

And  now  if  it  be  demanded  how  long  tim.e  muft  our  repentance ,  and  45- 

holy  living  take  up  ?  what  is  the  laft  period  of  commencement  of  our  pic-  ^^^^  vivunt  q«i 
ty,  after  which  it  will  be  unaccepted  or  ineffe<Suall  ?  will  a  monerh  or  a  ^^"]P"^  ^^^^^^  ^* 
ycer ,  or  three  yeers  or  leven  fuffice  ?  For  fince  every  man  fails  of  his  firft  ceft  ftar'g  Mratro 
condition ,  and  makes  violent  recefTions  from  the  ftate  of  his  redemption,  ad  mortem  qui 
and  his  baptifmall  grace ,  how  long  may  he  lye  in  that  ftate  of  recefTion  rr^odoincipitvi- 
M'ith  hopes  of  falvation  ?  To  this  I  anfwer ,  He  cannot  lye  in  finne  a  mo-,  "^*^"  Quidamri- 
nient  without  hazarding  his  eternity,  every  inftant  is  a  danger,  and  all  nn^cumdcfineal 
the  parts  of  its  duration  do  increafe  it,  and  there  is  no  anfwer  to  be  given  dumoft,  quidam 
antecedently ,  and  by  way  of  rule ,  but  all  the  hopes  of  our  reftitution  ^^^^  vivere  defi- 
clepends  upon  the  event.  It  is  juftasif  we  ihould  afke,  how  long  will  pe""^^*^^^""^* 
it  be  before  au  Infant  comes  to  the  perfcft  ufc  of  rjeafoa,  or  bcfoi"c  a  fool  frS'^*  "^' 
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"  p„    ,  J      will  become  wife,    or  an  ignorant  perfon  become  excellently  learnec?. 
.  The  anfwer  to  fuch  qiieftions  muft  be  given  according  to  the  capacity  of 

the  ni  an,ro  the  induftry  of  his  perfon  to  his  opportunities  or  hindrances,to 
his  life  and  lK-alth,and  to  GODS  bleffing  upon  him.  Onely  this,  every  day 
of  deferring  it,  lelfens  our  hopes  and  increafes  the  difliculty,  and  when 
this  increafing ,  divihble  difficulty  comes  to  thelaft  period  of  impofTibility 
GOD  ontly  knows,  becaufe  he  meafures  the  thoughts  of  man ,  and  com- 
prehends his  powers  in  a  fpan,  and  himfelfe  onely  can  tell  how  he  wiH 
eorrefpond  in  thofe  afnriances ,  without  which  we  can  never  be  reftored. 
BrcriHofuifoivendj  Agree  With  thy  adverfary  quickly,  while  thou  art  in  the  way  :   Sluicklj- 
Mor«rvfnKn"m     Aud  therefore  Scripture  fets  down  no  other  time  than  today^  while  it  is 
nemo  hiiaris  txcipir  y^.^  Called  to  dav.  But  bccaufe  it  will  every  day  be  called  to  day,  we 

Bifi qui  read  earn diu     -^       ^  --      ,  ,  .     j-     i  ^      .  •  «  •      '^  '.     . 

eompofatrat.  nuilt  Eenicmbef ,  that  our  duty  IS  fuch  as  requires  a  time,a  duration,  it  is 

---"o^i'Vccatom  acoutfe,  aYdce^that  js  fet  before  US,  a  duty  requiring  patience ,  and  long- 
rooriensdimiiteie,  e>  auimity ,  and  prcferveiance  and  great  care  and  diligence,  that  we  faint  nou 
inferutBfempu$  di-  Aiid  fuppofiug  We  could  gather  ptobably   by  circumftances ,  when  the 
NTn'im'^dimi'JIr,    l^ft  petiod  of  out  hcpcs  begins,yet  he  that  ftands  out  as  long  as  he  can,give5 
quati)  dirairtatur  ab  probation,that  he  came  not  in  of  good  will  or  choice,  that  he  loves  not  the 
Nln^'tSft''rrpa  prcfent  fctvice ,  that  his  body  is  prefent,    but  his  heart  is  eftrangedfrom 
,aius  ad  mort:t»  qu,   j^^     y.^  ^^  j^j^  prefeut  imploymentj  and  then  all  that  he  can  doe  is  odious 
Id  xgendum  tft  ut  fa-  to  G  O  D  ,  being  a  lacnnce  without  a  heart,  an  oitertory  or  mells  and 
daVt^veirillnc^n-    huskcs ,  whilcthe  Devil  1  and  the  raans  lufts  have  devoured  the  kernells. 
cipiuntcom^dtfio^en-      So  that  thls  qucfiion  is  not  to  be  asked  before  hand  but  after  a  man 
ea'smirum.adiiciam    hath  done  Hiuch  of  the  workc,  and  in  fome  fenfe  lived  holily ,  then  he 
^°da'!^ln'e'S?e7e'*'  may  enquire  into  his  condition ,  whether  if  he  perfevere  in  that ,  he  may 
dtricrunt  quam  in«i-  Yiopt  for  the  meicies  of  jESUS.    But  he  that  enquires  before  hand,as  cora- 
e/arr'fvift"u'rn^  cr'ai  mouly  he  Hieants  ill,  fo  he  can  be  anfwered  by  none  but  GOD,becaufe  the 
Die*  miMaT.Yff'  fatisfadion  of  fuch  a  vain  queftion  depends  upon  future  contingencies,  and 
ro^umt  qjindovc^nif  accidcuts  depending  upon  Gods  fecrec  pleafure  and  predefii nation.  He  that 
'  SyVrePottiTume^er'-"'  repcuts  but  to  day,repents  late  enough,  that  he  put  it  off  from  yefterday. 
ifiTe Vapit  quisqaij    ^^  ^^^Y  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^"'^  "^^Y  ^cgin  to  day ,  and  tinde  mercy ,  and  to  another 
pjfthttrat  vixit  hrrj.  perfou  it  may  be  too  late ,  but  no  man  is  fafe  or  wife  that  puts  it  off  till  to 
2*tp!jof''^*^  *'*'''  morrow.  And  that  it  may  appcare  how  neceffary  it  is  to  begin  early  ,  and 
**-T  !^'7x^''^^"e  ^'^^^  the  wcrke  is  of  difficulty  and  conti  fiance,  and  that  time  ftill  encreafes 
j^eas  qja:  po.  e  re  ^^^  obje<S"ions ,  it  is  ccrtajn  that  all  the  time ,  that  is  loft,mun:  be  redeem- 
qu^'^fir.frirJuum"  ed,  by  fomething  in  the  fequel  equivalent,  or  in  fome  degree  com menfu- 
Non  ef»,cr«Je  mil  i,    j^f^  [q  j-j-^.  ^Qties  Omitted  and  the  time  mifpenf,  And  the  intenfion  of  the 
fc^entii  icere  yi-    ^^jj^^^jj^g  aftious ,  and  the  frequent  repetition  muft  make  up  the  dtkd:  in 
OTfti"a*!ii»f'iL'!«ir.*  the  extenlion,  and  coexiftence  with  a  longer  time.  It  was  an  aft  of  an  herc- 
i.i.ep.itf.  icall  repentance  ,  and  great  deteftation  of  the  crime ,  which  Thomas  Canti- 
^^"        pratanus  relates  of  a  young  Gentleman  condemned  to  dye  for  robberies, 
who  endevouring  to  teftify  his  repentance ,  and  as  fane  as  was  then  per- 
mitted him  to  expiate  the  crime,  begged  of  the.  Judge  that  tormentors 
might  be  appointed  him ,  that  he  might  be  long  a  dying,  and  be  cut  in 
fmall  pieces ,  that  the  feverity  of  the  execution  might  be  proportionable  to 
the  immenlity  of  hisforrow,  and  greatneife  of  the  iniquity  :  fuch  great 
afts  doe  facilitate  our  pardon,  and  haften  the  reftitution,  and  in  a 
few  dayes  comprife  the  elapfed  duty  of  many  moneths  *,  but  to  rely  upon' 
fuch  afts  is  the  laft  remedy,  and  like  unlikely  phyficke  to  a  defpairing 
perfon ,  if  it  does  well,  it  is  well,  if  it  happen  ocherwifc  he  muft  thankehimr- 
id£,  i  c  is  buc what  in  reafon  lie  could  exped.  I 
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I  conclude  this  point  with  the  words  ofS.Faul,  GOD  will  rmder  to  every      p^^.  j  j^ 

man  according  tohisdeedcs,Tothem  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  do-  . 

*/r?^rcekfor  glory  and  honour, and  immortality,  [to  them j  eternal!  life.  ^y. 

*  Bur  to  them,  that  are  contentious,  and  doe  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  jiom,2.6. 

*  unrighteourneire[to  thcmTindignation  and  wrath^Tribulation  and  anguifh 
'upon  every  foule  of  man,  tnat  doth  evill.  « 

Having  now  difcourfed  of  repentance  upon  diftind:  principles  I  fhall  not  ^^* 

need  to  confider  upon  thofe  particulars  which  are  ufiially  reckoiied  parts 
or  inftaiices  of  repentanccfuch  as  are  contrition,  confefTion  and  fatisfa<^ion. 
Repentance  is  thefullfilling  allrighteoufnefie,  and  included  in  it,  whatfo- 
evcr  is  matter  of  Chriftianduty,  and  is  exprelTely  conmianded',  fuch  as 
is  contrition  or  godly  forrow,  and  confefTion  to  GOD,  both  which  arc 
declared  in  fcripture  to  be  Im  order  to  pardon,  and  purgation  of  our  fins.       ^     ^ 
A  contrite  and  a  broken  heart.O  GOD^thou  wilt  not  defpife;  and  ifwe'^confeffe  eur  "^  T«f  ^f  j^'  «> 
fins.OOD  isjuft  and  righteous  to  forgive  us  our  fins^  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  »«(ui»acJ9«t'vn>.f- 
iniquTty.  To  which  adde  concerning  iatisfaaion,  that  it  is  a  judging  and  y^m?  ^mo»  xo. 
punifliingof  our  felvesj  that  it  alfo  isan  inftrtiment  of  repentance  and  a  ^^t^fto-  -©e ?c  | 
fruit  of  godly  forrow,   and  of  good  advantage  for  obtaining  mercy  of  rif  c>oXo^wfT«c 
GOD.  ¥  onndignation  and  revenge  ZTCTCckoncdhy  S.  FWeft'erts  of  a  godly  SiKxx'xt  KtU^^^ 
forrovf^  and  the  blefTmg,  which  encourages  itspraftifc,  is  inftanced  by  the  ^t^  ^y^i^^w. 
fame  Saint,  when  we  are  judged  we  are  chaflened  of  the  LORD^  but  ifweArift,  KhtU  2, 
weuld judge  our  felves  we  jhould  not  be  judged'.  Where  he  expounds  judged 
hy chaflened.,  if  we  were  fevererto  our  felves,  G  OD would  be  gentle  and 
remifie.   And  there  are  onely  thefe  two  cautions  to  be  annexed,  and 
then  the  dire<ftion  is  futticient.   i.  That  when  promife  of  pardon   is 
annexed  to  any  of  thefe  or  another  grace,  or  any  good  a^ion,  it  is  not 
to  be  underftood,  as  if  alone  it  were   cfte^uall,  either  to  the  abolition 
orpardon  of  fins,  but  the  promife  is  made  to  it  as  to  a  member  of  the 
whole  body  of  piety.  In  the  coadunation,  and  coniunftion  of  parts  the 
title  is  firme,  but  not  at  all  indiftindionandfeparation.  For  it  is  certain 
if  we  faile  in  one,  we  are  guilty  of  all,  and  therefore  cannot  be  repai-  i,C6r»  7.  !•* 
red  by  any  one  grace ,  or  one  a<^ion ,  or  one  habite.     And  therefore 
charity  hides  a  multitude  offtns  with  men  and  GOD  too",  Almes  deliver 
from  death  *,   hurmlity  pierceth    the    clouds  and  will  not  depart  before  its 
anfwer  be  gracious",  and  hope  purifieth.,  and  makes  not  aJJ)amed',  ardp-d^itnccj 
and  faitnh,  and  piety  to  parents  and  prayer,  and  the  eight  beatitudes  j^^^^^  11,51* 
have   promifcs   of  this    life.,  and  of  that.,    which   is  to    come   refpeH-  *  % 

ively.,  and  yet  nothing  will  obtain  thefe  promifes,  but  the  harmony 
and  uniting  of  thefe  graces  in  a  holy  and  habituall  confederation.  And 
when  we  confider  the  promife  as  fingularly  relating  to  that  one  grace,  it 
is  is  to  be  undcrf\ood  comparatively,  that  is  :  fuch  perfons  are  happy  if 
compared  with  thofe,  who  have  contrary  difpofitions.  For  fuch  a  capaci- 
ty, does  its  portion  of  the  work  towards  complete  felicity,  from  which 
theconratry  quality  does  eftrange  and  difintitle  us.  2.  The  fpecialland 
minute  anions  and  infVances  of  thefe  three  prepar-atives  of  repentance  are 
not  under  any  command  in  the  particulars ,  but  are  to  be  difpofcd  of  by 
Chriftian  prudence  in  order  to  thofe  ends,to  which  they  are  moft  aptly  in- 
ftrumentall  and  <ieflgned  j  fuch  as  arc  fafting,  andcorporall  feverities  i» 
fatisfa(5iion  or  the  punitive  parts  of  repentance,they  are  either  vindiftive  of 
what  is  paft:,and  foare  proper  a(Ss  or  eftefts  of  contrition  &  godlyforrow,or 
^Ife  they  reUtc  to  the  prefcnt  &  future  eftate,&:  are  ineenclcd  for  corrcdioa 
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p      J  J      or  emendatioH,  and  fo  are  of  good  ufe  as  they  are  mediclnall,  and  in  that 

. *_    proportion  not  to  be  omitted  j  And  fo  is  confeffion  to  a  fpirituall  perfon, 

an  excellent  inftrumentof  Difcipline,  a  bridle  of  intemperate  pafHons, 
0  1  6  T  an  opportunity  of  reft itution  ;  Te  which  are  ffh mall  reflorefiich  a  perfon 

Gvertaken  in  a  fault  (faith  the  Apoftle)  it  is  the  application  of  a  remedy,thc 
confulting  with  a  guide,  and  the  beft  fecurity  to  a  weak,  or  a  lapfed,  or  an 
ignorant  perfon  •,  in  alt  which  cafes  he  is  untit  to  judge  his  own  queftions, 
and  in  thefe  he  is  alfo  ccm.mitted  to  the  care,  and  condu<S  of  another.  But 
thefe  fpeciall  inftances  of  repentance  are  capable  of  fuppletories,  and  are 
like  thecorporall  works  of  mercy,  nece^ary  onely  in  time  and  place,  and 
in  accidental!  obligations.    He  that  relieves  the  poore,  or  vjfits  the  fick, 
chootlngitfortheinftanceof  his  charity,  though  he  do  not  redeeme  cap- 
tives, is  charitable,  and  hath  done  hisalmes.    And  he  that  cures  his  finne 
by  any  inftruments,  by  externall,  or  interiour  and  fpirituall  remedies  is 
penitent,  though  his  dyet  be  not  afcetick,  and  afflidive,  or  his  lodging 
hard,  or  his  forrowburfting  out  into  teares,  or  his  exprcfTions  pafTionate 
Vide  difc,  of    and  dolorous.  I  onely  adde  this,  that  afts  ofpubliks  repentance  muft  be  by 
Morti^catioriy    uling  the  inftruments  of  the  Church,  fuch  as  fhe  hath  appointed  •,  of  ^ri- 
^n  I.  vate  fuch  as  by  experience  or  by  reafon,  or  by  the  counfell  we  can  get  we 

£t  difc.offaft'  fhall  learne  to  be  moft  cli'edive  of  our  penitentiall  purpofes.   And  yet  it 
ing^par,  2.        is  a  great  argument,  that  the  exterioui"  expreftions  of  corporall  feverities 
are  of  good  benefit,  becaufe  in  all  ages  wife  men,  and  feverc  penitents,havc 
cbofcn  them  for  their  inftrumeats. 


######i^^#######'##€^ 


The  Prayer. 


OEterrAll  GOV,  npho  wei't  ylenftd  mmercy  t9  hok»pon  us,  whenvfe  were  in 
our  blood ',  to  reconcile  us^rohen  we  were  enemies  j  te  forgive  us  in  the  fmdff 
if  our  provocations  of  thy  infinite  and  eternall  Majefty,  finding  out  a  remedy  for 
us,  which  mankjnde  could  never  ask'-)  even  making  an  atonement  for  us  by  the 
death  of  thy  Sonne,  fanliifying  us  by  the  blood  of  the  everlajling  Covenant,  and 
thy  all-hallowing  and  Vivinefi  Spirit,  let  thy  graces  fo  perpetually  afjfl  and  en^ 
courage  my  endeavours^  conduBmy  will,  andfortifie  rny  intentionr^  that  I  may  per ~ 
fever  in  that  holy  condition^  which  thou  hafiput  me  in  by  the  grace  of  the  Cove- 
nant, and  the  mercies  oftheholyjESV.  Oh  let  me  never  fall  into  thofe  finnesy 
and  retire  t9  that  vaine  converfatjon,  from  winch  the  eternall  and  merciful\  Savi- 
•uroftheworld  hath  redeemed  me;  but  let  me  grow  in  grace,  adding  vertue  t9 
vertue,  reducing  my  purpofes  to  a^,  and  increafrng  my  a^s  till  they  grow  into  hi-- 
bits,and  my  habits  till  they  be  confirmed,!^ Jiill  confirming  them  til  they  be  confum- 
mMeinableffed  and  holy  per  fever  Alice.  Let  thy  preventing  grace  dafh  alltemptatiorit 


OF  REPENTANCE.  Difc?-  8f 

in  their  <^froach',kt  thy  concomitant  grace  euble  me  to  reflft  them  m  the  ajfault^fy     ParTlL 

overcome  them  in  thefight^  that  m  hopes  be  never  difcompofed^mr  wy  faith  weakr ! 

nedymr  my  confdence  nuide  remijjCftrmy  title  ify-portien  in  theCovenant  beleffened, 
or  ifthoHpermitteJl  me  at  any  time  tofall(wbich  holyjESV  avert  for  thy  mercy  and 
compajjion  fake)  yet  let  me  notfleep  in  fin^  but  recall  me  inftantly  by  the  clamours 
of  a  nice  and  tender  corfcience^  and  the  quicknmg  Sermons  of  the  Spirit^  that  I 
}7uy  never  paffe  from  fin  tofin^  from  one  degree  to  another^  left  ftnfljould  get  the 
dominion  over  me^  left  thou  be  angry  with  me,  and  re'jeEl  me  from  the  Covenant^ 
and  I  peri  ft).  Furife  me  from  all  uncleannejjfe^  fan^ifie  my  fpirit^  that  I  may  be 
holy  as  thou  art^  and  let  me  never  provoke  thy  jealoufte,  nor  pre  fume  upon  thy  good- 
neft'e,  nor  diftruft  thy  mercies^  nor  deferre  my  repentance^  nor  rely  upon  vain  confi- 
dences J  but  that  I  may  by  a  conftant^  fedulous,  and  timely  endeavour  mak?  my 
catling  and  ele^ionfure^  living  to  thee^  and  dying  to  thee^  that  having  forved  to 
the  Spirit^  I  may  from  thy  merdies  reap  in  the  Spirit^  blijfe  and  et email  fanbity^ 
and  everlaftinghfe,  through  JESVS  CHRIST  our  Saviour,  eurhope,  and  our 
mighty  and  ever  glorious  Redeemer.  Amen. 

^'jK  ^j^  •^'  V'  "^^  V^  V'  ■^'  ^^'  "^^  "^^  ^^'  -'^  '^*^''  "^'^  ^^^  ^'  ^^P  "^k'-'^S^-  ^^ 

Jd.Scdi.i2. 

Z)^on  C  H  R I  s  T  s  Sermon  on  the  Mount ^  and  of 
the  eight  Beatitudes. 

I  He  holy  JESUS  being  entred  upon  his  Prophetical!  office  in  rfic  J* 

firft  (blenme  Sermon  gave  teftimony,  that  he  was  not  onely  an 
Interpreter  of  Lawes  then  in  being,  but  alfo  a  Law-giver,  and 
an  Angel  of  the  new  and  ever lafting  Covenant,  which  becaufc 
GOD  meant  to  eftablifh  with  mankinde  by  the  mediation  cf 
<)f  his  Son,  by  his  Son  alfo  he  now  began  to  publifli  the  conditions  of  itiand 
that  the  piiblication  of  the  Ghriftian  Law  might  retain  fomc  proportion  at 
leaft,  and  analogy  of  circumftancewith  tiie  promulgation  of  the  Law  of 
Mofes,  CHRIST  went  up  into  a  Mountain,  and  from  thence  gave  the 
Oracle.  And  here  he  taught  all  the  Dirciples,for  what  he  was  now  k>  fpeak 
was  to  become  a  Law,  a  part  of  the  condition,  on  which  he  eflablifhed  tht 
Covenant,  and  founded  our  hopes  of  heaven.  Our  excellent  and  gracious 
Law-giver  knowing,  that  the  great  argument  in  all  pradicall  difciplines  is 
the  propofallof  the  end,  which  is  their  crown  and  their  reward,  begins  his 
Sermon,  as  David  began  his  mcfl:  divine  collection  of  hymnes,  with  bleffed- 
nejje.  And  having  enumerated  eight  duties,  which  are  the  rule  of  the  fpi- 
rits  of  Chriftians,  he  begins  every  duty  with  a  Beatitude,  and  concludes  it 
with  a  reward,  to  manifeft  the  reafonablenelTe,  and  to  invite  and  determine 
our  choice  to  fuch  graces,  which  are  circumfcribed  with  felicities,which 
have  bleffednelTe  in  prerentpof]effion,arid  glory  in  theconfequence,  which 
in  the  midft  of  the  nioft  paflive  and  afflidive  of  them  tells  us,  that  we  are 
blefled,  which  is  indeed  a  felicity,as  a  hope  is  good,  or  as  a  rich  heir  is  rich,  . 
who  in  the  midft  of  his  Difcipline,  and  thefeverity  of  Tutors  and  Cover- : 
^•rs  knowohe  isdcfigued,  and  certain  of  a  great  inheritaoce.- 

Thc, 


90        i44.5eCt.i2.  CONSIDERATIONS  UPON 

■" — ~ The  eight  Beatitudes  which  are  the  duty  of  a  Chr  iftian,  and  the  rule  of 

^^^^^'  our  fpirit,and  thefpeciall  difcipline  of  CHRIST,  feem  like  fo  many  para- 
doxes, and  inipofTibi  lities  reduced  to  reafon,  and  are  indeed  vertues  made 
eKcellcnt  by  rewards,by  the  fublimity  of  grace,and  the  mercies  of  G  O  D, 
hallowing  and  crowning  thofe  habits,  which  are  defpifed  by  the  worId,and 
are  efteemed  the  conditions  of  lower,  and  leffe  confiderable  people.  But 
GOD  fees  not,  as  man  fees,  and  his  rules  of  eftimate  and  judgement  are  noc 
borrowed  from  the  exteriour  fplendour,which  is  apt  to  feducechildren^and 
cofenfooles,  andpleafethe  appetites  of  fenfe  and  abufed  fancy,  but  they 
arefuch  as  he  makes  himfelf',  excellencies,  which  by  abftrad:ions  and  re- 
paration from  things  below,  land  us  upon  celeftiall  appetites.  And  they  aie 
hates  of  fuftering,  rather  then  ftates  of  life  j  for  the  great  implovment  of  a 
Chriftian,  being  to  bear e  theCrof.e,  CHRIST  laid  the  Pedeftall  fo  low, 
that  the  rewards  were  like  rich  mines  interred  in  the  deeps  and  inaccefliblc 
retirements,  and  did  choofe  to  build  our  felicities  upon  the  torrents  and 
violences  of  affliftion  and  forrow.  Without  thefe  graces  we  cannot  get 
heaven,  and  without  forrow  and  fad  accidents,  we  cannot  exercife  thefe 
graces.  [Such  are] 
3.  I.  Blefed  are  the  poor  in  fpint^  for  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of  heaven.  Poverty 

m^norrti  '^v^t ,  of  fpirit  is  in  refpeft  of  fecular  affluence  and  abundance,  or  in  refpeft  of 
•e^xoTM  Tctmi-  great  opinion  and  high  thoughts,  either  of  which  have  divers  aftsandoffi- 
f»Vj»r.  ces.  That  the  firft  is  one  of  the  meanings  of  this  text  is  certain,  becaule  S. 

Luke  6*  20.       Luk^  repeating  this  Beatitude  delivers  it  plainlyjB/eJJe^  are  the ])0&r,and  to  it 
he  oppofes  riches.  And  our  blefled  Savior  fpeaks  fo  fufpiciouily  of  riches  and 
rich  men,thathe  reprefents  the  condition  to  be  ful  of  danger  and  temptati- 
on  :  And  S.James  calls  it  full  of  fin,defcribing  rich  men  to  be  oppreirours,li- 
2  Jam,  $.        tigious,proud,fpiteful,  and  contentious,  which  faying,  like  all  others  of  that 
1  Cor.  I.  20.    natuic,are  to  be underftood  in  common,and  moft  frequent accidents,not  re- 
"^  M*  \^'^^'     g^^^^'^X'  ^"^  '^^''y  ir^iprobable  to  be  otherwife.  For  if  we  confider  our  voca- 
mhrus  bene  *     ^'^°"'  ^'  "^^"^  informes  us,  Thdt  not  many  mighty^  not  many  noble  are  called,  but 
quam  optima     GOD  hath  chofenihe  poor  of  this  world  rich  in  faith  ',  And  how  hard  it  is  for  a 
credicur,  Alia    rich  man  to  enter  into  heaven  our  great  Mailer  hath  taught  us,by  faying  itis 
felicitate  ad  tu-   jnore  eafie  for  a  Camel  to  paffe  through  a  needles  eye.  And  the  reafon  is  bc- 
tem  eft  opus"     ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  infinite  tentation  which  riches  minifter  to  our  fpirits,  it  beb^ 
Senec.  c.  7!'       ^uch  an  opportunity  of  vices,  that  nothing  remains  to  countermand  the  afl", 
•V^<f  ^  '^<^'    butaftrong,  refolute,  vnaltered,  and  habituall  purpoie,  and  pure  love  of 
^\t  -wxSt*  fjufl  vertue  y  riches  in  the  mean  time  offering  to  us  occalion  of  lufts,fuell  for  rc- 
«  5.?,  (Ath'  d*     venge,  inftruments  of  pride,  entertainment  of  our  defires,  engaging  them  in 
^^Aarrn  f«1"  m  ^0%  worldly,  and  fottifh  appetites  ?  inviting  us  to  fliew  our  power  in  op- 
i  neifoi  ^xititat    prefHon,  our  greatnelfe  in  vanities,  our  wealth  in  prodigall  expences,and  to 
*Ma'  tApue^rli    anfwer  the  importunity  of  our  lufts,  not  by  a  denyall,  but  by  a  correfpon- 
tuiitr    )^  d^i-    dence,and  fatisfa<^ion  till  the^'  become  our  miftrcfles,  imperious,  arrogant, 
€?»?*.//«  cty^'  tyrannical,  and  vain.    But  poverty  is  the  lifter  of  a  good  mind,  it  mini- 
grui]lt<^'ciy^pc^-  fters  aide  to  wifdome,  induftry  to  our  fpirit,  feverity  to  our  thoughts,  fo- 
•o/f  KstHsi' '      fohernelTe  to  connfels  ,  modefty  to  our  defires  -,  it  reftraines  excrava- 
Ti.T.ocre.  Lyr,    gancie,  .and  diflblution  of  appetites  *,  the  next  thing  above  our  prc- 

Vel  nos  ia  mare 

pro^irun  <.  emmas,  &  lapidcs,  aunm  Sc  inutile  Summi  materiaii  rrjali  mittamus,  For.  I.  :(,  Od  24* 
'O  ^v\irj^  >fMc  rst^ivif  luTf'^  f^y-^i":^  Tvp\is  &Ki7riiTft(  Truey^^m^Qat  -xuntii  <»c<«,  Ant'^phanCS, 
tiXoc   '&h'H.TiiTtt  yti'ofJilw ,  ;^  ffcif^s^rl  T)igoc  jO   fairUu  ;£C-,    yc,  $/Xo:  '«3-:.> 'to?.',     y   Xastroiayeeiy    'uBim 

arTf,  J'lwurirmr  '^tiSfr^rav,  Dixit  Homerus  de  Myfis  ^  JJippcmolgiSy  1,1^. Iliad.  Juftijfmos  ^ 
kni4S{jos  dixjp  qui  vefc(hmr  k^e  i;  cibo  modejf^,  knc 
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fcnt  condition,  which  is  commonly  the  objeft  of  our wifhes  being  tern-     p^J71[F 
perareandliccle,  proportionable  enough  to  nature,  not  wandring  beyond 


the  limits  of  necef]icy,  or  a  moderate  conveniency ,  cratfurtheft  hut  to  d  ^. Satis  eft  flu- 
freer  refrefhment ,  and  recreation.  And  the  tares  of  poverty  are  lingle,and  viusque  Ceref- 
mean,  rather  a  fit  imployment  to  corre<^  our  levities,  then  a  bufinelTe  to  im-  que.  Lucan, 
pede  our  better  thoughts ',  fince  a  little  thi:;g  fupplyes  the  needs  of  nature,  Erti  7,  <A'i  0^- 
and  the  earth  and  the  fountain  with  little  trouble  minifter  food  to  us  j  and  joiin  ir)Jui  Jhoh 
GODS  common  providence  and  daily  difpenfation,  eafes  the  cares  and  ^',0,  ajj^uiV^ 
makes  them  portable.   But  the  cares  and  bufinelTesof  rich  men  are  vio-  ^k  -jJ  7m/j(fil:^ 
lences  to  our  whole  man,  they  are  loadcs  of  memory  ,bufinelTe  for  the  undei:-  ^\;/p«x««  /^ 
ftanding,  work  for  two  or  three  arts  and  fciences,  imployment  for  many  ^.^  ^7n<pvx 
fervants  to  afTift  in  *,  increafe  the  appetite  and  heighten  the  thirft,and  by  ma-  ;;.^^-g  ^pipuv, 
king  their  dropfy  bigger,  and  their  capacities  large,they  deftroy  all  thofe  op-  £«^;h. ' 
portunities,and  pofTibilities  (^f  charity,in  which  onely  riches  can  be  ufefull.  \ 

But  it  is  not  a  mecrc  poverty  of  poifefTion,  which  intitles  us  to  the 
bleffing,  but  a  poverty  of  Spirit ',  that  is,  acontentedneffe  in  every  ftate, 
an  aptnefle  to  renounce  all,  when  we  are  obliged  in  duty,  arefufingto 
continue  a  poflefTion,  when  we  for  it  muft  quit  a  virtue  or  a  noble  adion, 
a  divorce  of  our  affedions  from  thofe  guilded  vanities,  a  generous  contenipt 
of  the  world ,  and  at  no  hand  heaping  riches ,  cither  with  injuftice  or  with 

avarice,  either  with  wrong  or  impotency,  of  adion  or  affection.  Not  like ^y  ^j  . 

Staberm  defcribed  by  the  Poet ,  who  thought  nothing  fo  criminall  as  po-  i^  credfdh  inj** 
verty,  andevery  fpendingof  afclterce  was  the  loPe  of  aniorall  vertue,  genspuperiem 
and  every  gaining  of  a  talent  was  an  a<^ion  glorious  and  heroicall.     But  vitiura,^  cavic 
poverty  of  rpir  it  accounts  riches  to  be  the  fervants  of  GOD,  firft,  and  'J'^  acriu$,utn 
then  of  our  felves ,  being  fent  by  GOD,  and  to  rctui'n,  when  he  pleafe,  and  lu^l'^uno'anl^ 
all  the  while  they  are  with  us,  to  do  his  bufinelTe.  It  is  a  looking  upon  riches,  drante  perirec 
and  things  of  the  earth,  as  they  do  who  look  upon  it  from  hcaren,  to  Iptevidercturrw 

whom  it  appears  little  and  unprofitable.     And  becaufe  the  refidence  ^''"«q»'0'^ 

of  this  blefred  poverty  is  in  the  niinde,   it  followes,    that  it  be  here  ^^°'^^** 
undcrftood ,  that  all  that  exinanition  and  renunciation,  ab)e(^ion  and 
humility  of  minde,  which  depauperates  the  fpirit,  making  it  lelfe  world- 
ly, and  more  fpiritual  lis  the  duty  here  enjoyned.  For  if  a  man  throwes 
away  all  his  gold,  as  6:\  A  Crates  the  Theban,  or  the  proud  Philofopher 
Diogenes,  and  yet  leave  a  fpirit  high, aery,  phantafticall and  vain,  pleafing 
himfelfe,  and  with  complacency  refle^ing  upon  his  owna;^,  poverty  is 
but  a  circumftance  of  pride,  and  the  opportunity  of  an  imaginarss  and  a  (x- 
cular  greatnelTe.   ^;id/i7dj  and  5tf;)/?im  renounced  the  world  by  felling  their 
poiTeOions,  but  becaufe  they  were  not  poor  in  Spirit,  butftill  retained 
the  affe^'ions  to  the  world,  therefore  they  kept  back  part  of  the  price,  ^ 
and  loft  their  hopes.  The  Church  ofLaodicea  was  pol^elfed  with  a  fpirit  of  ^r<^^^^'  S-  !/• 
pride,  and  flattered  themfelves  in  imaginary  riches,  they  were  not  poor  in 
fpirit,  but  they  were  poor  in  poffefTion  and  condition :  Thefc  wanted  humi-  ^     ,  ,  .  . 
lity,  the  other  wanted  a  generous  contempt  of  worldly  things,  and  both    ^>^  ^'^ '  «-**^^' 
were  deftitute  of  this  grace.  "  ^f'\  CnXoif^lm 

The  aas  of  this  grace  are.  i.  To  ca(V  off  all  inordinate  affe^ion  ^  to  "^P^^^'^rKt^r. 
piches.  2  In  heart  and  fpirit,  that  is,  preparation  of  minde  to  quit  the  pof- '^''^'''^  """" 
feffion  of  all  riches ,  and  a<f^ually  fo  to  do,  when  GOD  requires  Ft,  that  is,  ^f'^''*'''  ^«^^»^'"- 
when  the  retaining  riches  loofes  a  virtue.  3.  To  be  well  pleafed  with  the  '^'  ^"''cffon/ 
wboje  c3economy  of  GOD,   his  providence ,.  and  difpenfation  of  all  5  • 

things 
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things,  being  contented  in  all  eftates.     4,    Toimploy  thatweaIth,GOD 

hath  given  us  in  anions  of  jufkice  and  religion.     5.     To  be  thankful!  to 

Non  posfiden-  GOD  in  all  temporall  loffes.     6.     Not  to  diftrufi:  GOD  ,  or  to  be  follici- 

tem  roiilta,  voc?.  tous  and  fearefull  of  want  in  the  future.    7  •     To  put  off  the  fpirit  of  vani- 

Kec4beat!i    •    ^^^  P^^^^^  ^'id  phantafticke  complacency  in  ourfelves,  thinking  lowly  or 

renins  occuwt   "^^^"^y  of  whatfoever  we  are  or  doe.    8.     To  preferre  others  before  our 

No.wn beacj,qiii  feives ,  doing  honour,  and  prelation  to  them  and  either  contentedly  rc- 

^eoriim  ceiving  affronts  done  to  us,  or  modeftly  undervaluing  our  felves.   9.     Not 

ente^uti  '  ^*^''  ^^  P^^i^e  our  felves,  but  when  GODS  glory,  and  the  edificarion  of  our 

Buramq'callec   "^'ghbour  is  concerned  in  it ,  nor  willingly  to  heare  others  praife  us. 

pawperiempati,    ^o.  To  difpoile  OUT  felves  of  all  intcriour  propriety,  denying  ourowa 

I^iasq-ietho  fla-  will  in  all  inftanccs  of  fubordination  to  our  fuperiours,  and  our  own 

§^*"™^^"^**^- judgement  in  matters  of  difficulty  ,  andqueftion,  to  the  advice  of  wifer 

•  '^-o  -2.  men^  ^^^  i-hg  decifionof  thofe,  who  are  trufted  with  the  cure  of  our 

6,  foules.  1 1  .Emp  tying  our  felves  of  our  felves,and  throwing  our  felves  wholly 

*Iatius  regnet    upon  GOD ,  relying  upon  his  providence ,  trufting  his  promifes,  craving 

avidurB doman-   his  grace,  and  depending  upon  his  ftrength  for  all  our  aaions,and  deliver- 

Spiricum  qua-n    ^"^^^^  and  duties. 

fi  i-ybiamremo-      ^^^  reward  promifed  is  the  ^  kjngdoms  of  heaven,  Feare  not  little  Jlockf, 
"*   .  it  is  your  Fathers  pleafureto  give  you  a.  kingdome.  To  belittle  in  our  ow« 

.GadibHs  jungas  eyes,  is  to  be  great  in  G  O  D  S,  the  poverty  of  the  fpirit  ihal!  be  rewarded 
ferimuoi^^"^  ^^^^  ^^^  riches  of  the  kingdomcs  •,  of  both  kingdomes  j  that  of  heaven 
Horat  1.2!*  ^^  exprefled  ',  poverty  is  the  high  way  of  eternity  j  but  therefore  the  king- 
o<i.2.carm.  dome  of  grace  is  taken  in  the  way,  the  way  to  our  Countrey :  and  it  being 
Serviet  ajternum  the  forerunner  of  glory ,  and  nothing  elfe,  but  an  antedated  eternity,  is 
ud.Hor°"^^^'"P^''^°^*^'^^^^'^^'  ^^  well  as  of  our  duty.  And  therefore  whatfoever  is 
J^atth.i  l.«;  &  ^§"'^^^  ^y  [kingdome]  in  the  appropriate  Evangelicall fenfe,is  there  in- 
J  §.  '  '^'  tended  as  a  recompence.  For  the  kingonie  of  the  Gofpel  is  a  congregation, 
and  fociety  of  CHRISTS  poore,  of  his  little  ones :  they  are  the  communion 
7.  of  Saints,  and  their  prcfent  entertainment  is,  knowledge  of  the  truth,  re- 

ilow.5.5.  miflionoffms,  the  gift  of  the  holy  Ghoft,  and  what  elie  in  Scripaireis 
tiaudct  pati«n-  fignified  to  be  a  part  or  ^race  or  condition  of  the  kingdome.  For  tot-he 
tiaduris  poore  the  Gofpellispreached:  that  is,  to  the  poore,the  kingdom  is  promifed 

fames.u2.      andminiftred. 

2Cor,7'9'  2.  Blejfed  are  they  that  mourne  *,  for  they/hall  be  comforted]  This  duty  of 

jrrfw.4.9.10.  Chriftian  mourning  is  commanded  not  for  it  felfe ,  but  in  order  to  many 
cidosVum^notas  ^^°^  ^"^^*  ^^  is  in  order  to  patience.  Tribulation  worketh  patience^  and 
turpes  trahac  therefore  we  glory  in  them  (faith  Saint  Paul^)  and  Saint  James,  My  Brethren 
'Rmfvs^eripCoi  count  it  all  joy,  when  ye  enter  into  divers  temptations,  knowing  that  the  triali 
lachrymas  fun-  ef  your  faith  (viz  by  affli(^ion5)  worketh  patience.  2.  It  is  in  order  tore- 
BgrSone  ut  P^^^ance,  Godly  forrow  worketh  repentance,  and  by  confequence  it  is  in  order 
eluat  qux  ia  ^°  pardon  j  for  a  contrite  heart  GOD  will  not  re]eB,  And  after  all  this  it  leads 
greffa  lunt.  to  joy.  And  therefore  Saint  James  preached  a  homily  of  forrcw,Bff  affiled 
uum  DolerrHs  andmmme^andweepe '-,  that  is,in  penitentiall  mourning,  for  he  addes,//«f«- 
?c"da?xcUidi-'  ^^n^^r  felves  in  the  hht  of  the  LORD,  and  he  Jhall  lift  you  up.  The  ads  of 
r^us^rfitqui^^^^^"^^**'^^*  '*  To  bewaileour  owne  fins.  2.  To  lament  our  infirmities, 
dandecondem  as  they  are  principles  of  finne ,  and  receffions  from  our  firft  ftate.  g.  To 
nationeculpae  weepe  for  our  own  evills  and  fad  accidents  as  they  are  iffues  of  the  Divine 
difcipiinainno-  anger.  4.  Tobe  fad  for  themiferies  and  calamities  of  the  Church,  or  of 
c€nti«.s.Ambr.  ^^^  niembcr  of  it,  and  indcied  to  weepe  with  every  em  that  weepes ,  that  is. 
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Mt  to  rejoyce  in  his  cvill,  but  to  be  conjpafTionatc,  and  pitifull, and  apt  to       pj^^  u, 

bcarc  anotncrs  burden.     5.  To  avoid  all  loofe  and  immoderate  laughter,  1— 

all  dillolution  offpirit,  and  manners,  uncomely  jeaftings,  freer  revellings, 
carnivals  and  balls,  which  are  the  perdition  of  precious  houres  (allowed  us 
for  repentance  and  poifiblities  of  heaven)  which  are  the  inftruments  of  in- 
finite vanity,  idle  talking,  impertinency  and  luft,  and  very  much  below 
the  feverity  and  retirednelTe  of  a  Chriftian  fpirir.  Of  this  CHRIST  became 
to  us  the  great  example,  for  S.BaJil  reports  a  tradition  of  him,  that  he  ne- 
ver laughed,  but  wept  often.  And  if  we  niourne  with  him,  we  fhall  alfo  re- 
Joyce  in  the  joyes  of  eternity. 

g .  Blejfed  are  the  meeke  for  they  jball  p^ffefe  the  earth']  that  is,the  gentle  and  . 

fofter  fpirits  5  perfons  not  turbulent  or  unquiet,  not  clamorous  orim- 
patient,  not  overbold  or  ipipudenr,  not  querulous  or  difcontented,  not 
brawlers  or  contentious,  not  nice  or  curious,  but  men  who  fubmit  to 
GOD,  and  know  no  choyce of  fortune  or  imployment,  or  fuccefle,  but  ^«etf  han  •; 
what  GOD  choofes  for  them  ,  having  peace  at  home ,  becaufe  nothing  yj^.i^tr^txiyu  -pi 
from  without  does  difcompofe  their  fpirit.  In  fumme,  meeknefie  is  an  in-  ^^^  j^  ^ruH^ 
dirt'erency  to  any  exteriour  accident,  a  being  reconciled  to  all  conditions  ^l^f^^^^T.  . 
and  inftances  of  providence ',  a  reducing  our  felves  to  fuch  an  evennelfe  uU^t   »   ujj\ 
and  interiour  fatisfadion,  that  there  is  the  fame  conformity  of  fpirit  and  ^^i^ 'j   f  fwt- 
fortune,  by  complying  with  my  fortune,  as  if  my  fortune  did  comply  with     *"r^^*^'  ^" 
my  fpirit.  And  therefore  in  the  order  of  Beatitudes,  meekneffe  is  fct  be-  ^  •   T''*'"^ 
tween  mourning  and  defire,  that  it  might  balance  and  attemper  thofe  7"  ^l  r*'^ 
anions  by  indifterencie,  which  by  reafon  of  their  abode  aie  apt  to  the  fi^i'rd^^^ 
tranfportation  ofpafTion.  The  reward  exprelfed  is  a  poflcffion  of  the  earth,,  j'         '' 
that  is,  a  pofleflion  of  all  which  is  excellent  here  below,  to  configne  him  to  ^ 
a  future  glory,  as  Canaan  was  a  type  of  heaven.    For  meeknefie  is  the  beft 
cement  and  combining  of  friendiliips,  it  is  a  great  endearement  of  us  to  Manfuetus  ffy 
•ur  company.  It  is  an  ornament  to  have  a  meek.and  quiet  fpirit^  a  ^  prevenxion  ^k/  fecm- 
of  quarrel  ls,and  pacifyer  of  wrath*,  it  purchafeth  peace,and  is  it  felfe  a  qulecr  dum  Arjftot. 
nelfe  offpirit,  iris  the  greateteft  affront  to  all  injuries  in  the  world,  for  efl  it^vx^f /uU 
icreturnes  them  upon  the  injurious,  and  makes  them  ufelelfe,  ineffed^ive,  Tft:^    et  '«- 
and  innocent,   and  is  an  antidote  againft  all  the  eviil  confequents  of  twx»»   /u,>a- 
anger  and  advcrfity,  and  tramples  upon  the  ufurping  paffions  of  the  iraf-  xH*/;^®-'. 
cible  faculty.  Zcr^«  tt /«/- 

X^'f  ^f'O'  «X>«*  iX^ftf.      "Ml  /f  f/tloffi,  %yn(  m>fatftt  fitt   t/ii<t'    'aytyttxln-   Pythag.  Camt.  aUT. 

J£^am  memento  rebus  in  arduisfervare  mentem  :  nonfecns  in  bonis  ahinfokmi  temper  atom  !<«-  - 
titiA,  Moriture  Deli^  Horat.carm.l.  ^.Od.7,.    Qkem  res  plus  nimio  dele^avere  fecundd  Mutata..^ 
patient,  ad  Fufc,  Arift.      1  Pet,  5.  4..    *  *o  duuC^  <})6ra»  Ai7/6,,  y«,u<?ce^j  ffii^f^uxtr   fiKi- 
fu{  rCHfy'^f  K)  'ai<f*t*(i  xfi^"^^*  '*nm\u»t  it/  ^  j^  *^t^t  't»fX*y^^'  Ariftgt,  ' 

But  the  greateft  part  of  this  paifage  and  Landtfkip  is  sky  *,  and  as  a  man  5 ,  , 

in  all  couiiocys  can  fee  more  of  heaven  then  of  the  earth  he  dwells  on  :  fo 
alfo  he  may  in  thispromife.  For  although  theChriOian  hears  the  promife 
cf  the  inheritance  of  the  earth  ,  yet  he  naiO  plact  his  eye ,  and  hy  his  heart 
upon  heaven,  which  by  looking  downward  alfo  upon  rhib  prcm!<e'  as  in 
avelTell  of  limpid  water  he  may  fee  by  rei^e<!^icn  ,  wiLhour  looking  un- 
w^s  by  a  direct  intuition.  It  is  Heaven  that  is  defigucd  by  this  proaiilc  as  - 

wtiL  = 
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p^     J  J      well  as  by  any  of  the  reft  y  though  ciu:  Tace  takes  in  alfo  the  refrcfhmenrs 
of  the  earth  by  equivalence  au<i  a  furpletory  detlgne.     But  here  we  have 
no  abiding  city ,  and  therefore  no  r    ■    J47i«.  This  is  not  our  Countrey,  ani 
therefore  Iicrc  cannot  be  our  poi u:  n  ^  unleife  we  choofe  as  did  the  Produ 
£<:// to  go  into  a  ftrange  Countrey  and  fpend  our  portion  with  riotous  and 
and  beaftly  hving  and  forfeit  our  Fichers  blefi'mg.  The  Devil  carrying  our 
bleffed  Saviour  to  a  high  mountain    fnc  A^ed  him  all  the  kingdomes  of  tiie 
worldi  but  befides  that  they  were  oitered  upon  ill  conditions,  they  were 
not  eligible  by  him  upon  any.  And  neither  are  they  tobechofen  by  us 
for  our  inheritance  and  portion  Evangelicall,  For  the  Gofpell  is  founded 
.    upon  better  promifes^  and  therfcre  the  hopes  of  aChriftian  ought  not  to  de- 
termine upon  any  thing  leife  tlien  heaven.Indeed  our  bleffed  Savioiir  chofe 
todefcribe  this  beatitude  in  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  fo  inviting  his 
Difciples  to  an  excellent  precept  by  the  infmuation  of  thofe  faiptures 
which  themfelves  admitted.  But  as  the  Eardi  which  was  promifed  to  the 
meek  man  in  Davids  pfalm  was  no  other  earth  but  the  terra  promiffionis  the 
land  ofCanaanyi(we  flial  remember  that  this  landcf  proraife  was  but  a  aan» 
fition,  and  an  allegory  to  a  greater  and  more  noble,  that  it  was  but  a  type 
of  heaven  •,  We  fhailnot  fee  caufe  to  wonder  why  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S  ir- 
tending  heaven  for  the  reward  of  this  grace  alfo,  together  with  the  reft, 
did  call  it  the  inheritance  of  the  earth.     For  now  is  revealed  to  us  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth  ,  an   habitation  made  without  hands ,    Eternal/  in 
the  heaven^.     And  he  underftands  nothing  of  the  ea:cellency  of  Chriftian 
religion  whofe  afte<ftions  dwell  below  and  are  fatistied  with  a  portion  of 
dirt  and  corruption.     If  we  be  rifen  with  CH  RI  St.,  let  us  feek.  thofe 
•     things  that  are  above.,  where  CNR  I  St  fittetbat  the  right  hand  of  GOD, 
But  if  a  Chriftian  defircs  to  take  poflefBonof  this  earth  in  his  way  as  his  in- 
heritance or  portion,  hehathreafonto  fear  it  will -be  his  All.     We  have 
but  one  inheritance,  one  countrey.  And  here  we  are  fb-angers,  md 
Pilgrims.     Abraham  told  Dives  that  he  had  enjoyed  his  good  things  here. 
He  had  the  inheritance  of  the  earthy  in  thecraffc  materiall  fenfe  j  and  there- 
fore he  had  no  other  portion  but  what  the  Devils  have.  And  when  we  re- 
member that  perfecucion  is  the  lot  of  the  Churcn ,  and  that  poverty  is  her 
portion,  and  her  quantum  is  but  food  and  raiment  at  the  beft ,  and  that 
patience  is  her  fupport,  and  hope  her  refrefhrnent,  and  felf  deniall  her  Se- 
curity, and  meeknelfe  is  all  her  poIfefTion  and  title  to  afubfiftence,  ic 
will  appear  certain ,  that  as  Chrifts  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world,  fo  nei- 
ther Ihall  his  Saints  have  their  portion  in  that  which  is  not  his  kingdom. 
They  are  miferable  if  they  do  not  reign  with  him  j  and  he  never  reigned 
here ',  but  if  we  fufer  with  him  we  (J)all  alfo  reign  with  him  hereafter.    True 
it  is,  Chrift  promifed  to  him  thatftiould  loofe  any  intereft  for  his  fake,the 
reftitution  of  a  hundred  fold  in  this  world.    But  as  the  fenfe  of  that  cannot 
be  literallj  for  he  cannotreccive  a  hundred  Mothers  or  a  hundred  wives  :  fo 
whatfoever  that  be,  it  is  to  be  enjoyed  with  perfecution.  And  then  fuch  a 
portion  of  the  Earth  as  Chrift  hath  exprefied  in  figure,  and  fhall  by  way  of 
recompence  reftore  us ,  and  fuch  a  recompcnce  as  we  can  enjoy  with  per- 
ibcution,  and  fuch  an  enjoyment  as  is  confiitent  with  our  havi  ng  loft  all  our 
temporals,andfuchanacquift.and  purchafe  of  it  as  is  notdeftruftive  of 
«he  grace  of  meekneffe,  all  that  we  may  enter  into  our  accounts,  as  part 
^  ow  lot,  aad  the  cQMUiacion  from  die  holypromife.  But  in  the  foot  of 

this 
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this  account  we  iliall  not  nnde  any  great  afiluence  cf  rcmporall  accrue-      pa«~71u* 

nienrs.  Ho  vtver  it  be  i  although  when  a  meek  man  hath  earthly  poffef 

fioiis,  by  thiigrdce  be  is  taught  how  to  ufe  them,  and  how  to  part  with 
them  j  yet  if  he  hath  rheni  not,  by  the  vertuc  here  conmianded  he  is  not 
fullered  to  ufe  any  thing  violent  towards  the  acquiring  them  j  not  fo  much 
as  a  violent  paffioa,  or  a  ftcrmy  imagination  j  for  then  he  lofes  his  meek- 
nere,and  what  ever  he  gets,  can  be  none  of  the  reward  of  this  grace.  He 
that  fights  for  temporally  (unleiTe  by  fome  other  appendant  duty  hee  be- 
obliged)  loofeshis  title,  by  ftrivlng  Incompetently  for  the  reward,  hee 
cuts  oft  that  hand  by  which  alone  he  can  receive  it.  For  unJelfe  he  be  in- 
deed meek,  he  hath  no  right  to  what  he  calls  the  inktrhance  efthe  earth  *, 
and  he  that  is  not  content  to  want  the  inheritance  of  the  earth  when  GOD 
requires  him,  is  not  meek.  So  that  if  this  beatitude  be  underfiood  in  a 
temporall  fenfe,  it  is  an  ofter  of  a  reward,  upon  a  condition  we  fhall  be 
without  it,  and  be  content  too  :  For  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  meek- 
nefte  implyes  ajuft  fatisfaftion  of  the  fpirit  and  acquicfcence  in  every  eflate 
or  contingency  whatfoever ,  though  we  have  no  poflefTions  but  of  a  good 
confcicnce,  no  bread  but  th^t  of  carefulnejfe^  ix)  fuppoft  but  from  the  holy 
Spirit,  and  a  providence  miniftring  to  our  naturall  neceffities  by  an  ex- 
temporary provifion.  And  certaine  it  is,  the  meekeft  ofCHRISTS 
fervants ,  the  Apcflles  and  the  primitive  Chrifrians  had  no  other  verifica- 
tion of  thispromife,  but  this,  that  rejoycing  in  tribulation,  and  knowing 
how  to  want  as  well  as  bow  to  abound ,  through  imny  tribulatims  they  en- 
tered into  the  Kingdome  of  heaven ,  for  that  is  the  Countrey  in  which  they 
arc  co-heires  with  ]  E  S  U  5.  But  if  wee  will  certainly  underftand 
what  this  reward  is  •,  we  may  beft  know  it  by  underftanding  the  duty  ^ 
and  this  wee  may  beft  learne  from  him  that  gave  it  in  commandment. 
Learne  of  me  for  I  am  meek.  (  faid  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  )  and  to  him  was 
promifed  that  the  uttermeft  ends  of  the  earth  fhould  be  his  inheritance, 
and  yet  he  dyed  firft  ,  and  went  to  heaven  before  it  was  verified  to  him 
in  any  fenfe,  but  onely  of  content,  and  detlre,  and  joy  in  fuflering,and 
in  all  variety  cf  accident.  And  thus  alfo  if  we  be  meek  we  may  receive 
the  inheritance  of  the  earth. 

The  aifts  of  this  grace  are  :    i.  To  fubmit  to  all  the  inftances  of  Di-  lo. 

vine  providence ,  not  "^  repining  at  any  accident  which  GOD  hath  cho — Non  il  male 
fen  for  us,  and  given  us  as  part  of  our  lot,  or  a  punifiiment  of  our  nunc&olim 
dcferving,  or  an  inftrumcnt  ofvertue,  not  envying  the  gifts ,  graces,  *''^."^^'""  ^jj, , 
or  profperities  of  our  neighbours.     2.  To  purfue  the  interef^,  and  im-  animofJlfatquV 
ployment  of  our  calling,  in  which  we  are  placed,  not  dcfpifing  the  Fortisappare :  i 
nieannef-eof  any  work,  though  never  fo  di  (proportionable  to  our  a-  'apicuter  idem  ■ 
bilities.     g.  To correft  all  malice,  wrath,  evill  fpeaking,  and  isordi- ^P'^f'^^^.'^^"]^ 
nations  of  anger ,  whether  in  refpeft  of  the  objeft  or  the  degree.    4.  At  "' TuSlSa  vda^ 
no  hand  to  entertaine  any  thoughts  of  revenge,  or  retaliation  of  evill.     Horac,l.2  oi 
5.  To  be  aflable  and  courteous  in  our  deportment  towards  all  perfons     jo. 
of  our  fociety   and  entercourfe.     6.  Not  to  cenfure  or  reproach  the 
weakneffe  of  our  neighbour ,  but  fupport  his  burden ,  cover  and  cure  "T*^!""  '%'^*' ' 
his  infirmities.     7.  To  eycufewhat  may  be  excufed,  lefening  feverity,"^' ."""^''T! 
and  being  gentle  in  reprehenfion.     £.  To  be  patient  in  afiiidions,  and  ^*'''*e9^  ^*  *;/; 
rhankfull  under  the  CrolTe.     9-  To  endure  reproofe  withftamc  at  GMx''y.'i'""->  ^^"f* 
Iclvcs  for  deferving  it,  and  thankfuInclTe  to  the.  charitable  Phyfician,  that  ^v^'  ^  ^' 

oflers  . 
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ruj.    TT       offers  the  remedy."  10.    To  be  modeft  aud  faircly  mannered  toward  ©ur 
*'■  fupcriours,  obeying,  reverencing,  fpeaking  honourably  and  doing  honour 


Neqaeulli  pati-  to  aged  perfons  and  alI,whom  God  hath  fet  over  us  according  to  their  feve- 
cntms  rcprchcn-  rail  capacities.  1 1 .  To  be  ^  afhamed  and  very  apprehenfive  of  the  unwor- 
duntur,  quam  thineffe  of  a  crime  *,  at  no  hand  loofing  our  feare  of  the  invilible  GOD  and 
dari'nwentur^"  ^^  reverence  to  vifible  focieties,  or  (ingle  perfons.  12.  To  be  humble 
Hin  l.>  C.18.  in  our  extcriour  addrefles,  and  behaviour  in  Churches*,  and  all  holy  places. 
*/ar«ro/x«r  ^  ^S-  To  be  temperate  in  government,not  iniperious,  unreafonable ,  info- 
k  <!firret  tic  lent  or  opprefRve,  left  we  provoke  to  wrath  thofe,  whofe  intereft  of  perfon, 
K^ffsr^f.^/c^y.  3nd  of  religion  we  are  to  defend  or  promote.  14.  To  do  our  en- 
Ju&iitf,  deavour  to  expiate  an  injury  we  did,  by  confefling  the  fad,  and  ofiering  fa* 

tisfaftion,  and  afkingforgivenelfe. 

4.  Bleffed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirfl  after  righteoufneffe  ^  for  they  Jhall 
•Salvare'seit  Refilled.}  This  grace  is  the  greateft  indication  of  fpirituali  health  ,  when 
propter  (pem  fa-  Our  appetite  is  right,  ftrong  ,  and  regular  *,  when  we  are  defrous  of  fpi- 
litijqu^mpro-  rituallnourifhment,  when  we  long  for  Manna,  and  follow  CHRIST 
wictic indoles  fQj.  loaves,  not  of  a  low  and  terrcftriall  guf^,  but  of  that  bread, which 
Comid!""'*  ^^^^  down  from  heaven.  Now  there  are  two  forts  of  holy  repaft ,  which 
*  TnesiffKetr  «^'  *"^  ^^^  proper  objed:s  of  our  defires-  The  bread  of  heaven ,  which  is 
Vr»7<r/  Ltttn,  proportioned  to  our  hunger ,  that  is,  all  thofe  immediate  emanations  from 
r*irii  «/i  ntt  CHfllSTS  pardon  of  our  finnes,  and  redemption  from  our  former  converfa- 
'Ivni  B\d  1h  ^'^"  '  ^^^y  lawes,  and  commandments.  To  this  food  there  is  alfoa  fpi- 
W  "atS'iclil  ^^^^^^  bevurage  to  quench  our  thirft ',  and  this  is  theeffe<^s  of  the  holy 
/  *  i^ix  *  Spirit ,  who  firft  moved  upon  the  waters  of  Baptifme  ,  and  afterwards  be- 
J*  *  *  "•  came  to  us  the  breath  of  life,  giving  us  holy  infpirations ,  and  afFiftances, 
^*'  refrefhing  our  wearinelfes,  cooling  our  feavers,  and  allaying  all  our  in- 

temperate pafHons ,  making  us  holy,  humble,  refigned,  and  pure,  ac- 
cording to  the  patterne  in  the  mount,  even  as  our  Father  is  pure.  So  that 
the  firft  redemption  and  pardon  of  us  by  C  H  R  I S  T  S  merits  is  the  bread 
of  life  j  for  which  we  muft  hunger  *,  and  the  refrefhments  aiKl  daily  ema- 
nations of  the  fpirit,  who  is  the  fpring  of  comforts ,  and  purity,  is  that 
drink,  which  we  muft  thirft  after,  a  being  firft  reconciled  to  G  O  D  by 
JESUS,  and  a  being  fanftified  and  preferved  in  purity  by  the  holy  Spi- 
rit is  the  adequate  objed:  of  our  defires.  Some  to  hunger  and  thirft  beffc 
fancy  the  analogy  and  proportion  of  the  two  Sacraments ,  the  waters  of 
baptifme,  and  the  food  of  the  Eucharift  *,  fome,  the  bread  of  the  Pa- 
ten 9  and  the  wine  of  the  Chalice.  But  it  is  certain  they  fignifie  one  de- 
fire  exprelfed  by  the  moft  impatient  and  necel^ary  of  cur  appetites,  hun- 
gring  and  thirfting.  And  the  obje(^  is ,  whatfoever  is  the  principle  or  the 
effeft,  the  beginning ,  or  the  way,  or  the  end  of  righteoufnelTe,  that 
is ,  the  m.ercies  of  G  O  D  ,  the  pardon  of  JESUS,  the  graces  of  the 
fpirit ,  a  holy  life ,  and  a  holy  death  ,  and  a  blelfed  Eternity. 

The  bleffing  and  reward  of  this  grace  is  fulneffe,  or  fatisfa<fi-ion ,  which 
|1.  relates  immediately  to  heaven,  becaufe  nothing  here  below  can  fatisfie  us; 
the  grace  of  G  O  D  is  our  viatkum ,  and  enterrains  us  by  the  way ;  its  na- 
ture is  to  cncreafe  not  to  fatisfie  the  appetites*,  not  becaufe  the  grace  is 
empty,  and  unprofitable  as  arc  the  things  cf  the  world  *,  but  becaufe  it  is 
excellent ,  but  yet  in  order  to  a  greater  pei'fe<ftion  *,  it  invi  tes  the  appetite 
by  its  prefent  goodnelfe ,  but  it  leaves  it  unfati^fied  becaufe  it  is  notycc 
arrived  at  glory  j  and  yet  the  prefent  imperfedion  in  refped  of  all  the 

good 
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good  of  this  worl  -!s  pofTeflion  is  reft  and  racifa<Siov,  afid  is  impcrfe<^,  oncly      ^^^^  ^l, 

inrefpeftof  Its  cwne  fticiire  compltmenc  and  pcrfc<^)on,  a.-d  ourhDiigcr _ 

contiuuts,  and  our  needs  return^bccaufe  all  we  have  is  butan  antepaft.  But 

the  glories  of  eternity  are  alfo  the  proper  objed-  of  our  deiires  ',  that's  the 

reward  of  GODS  grace,  this  is  the  crown  ofrighteoufneffe.  As  for  tne^  I  will  be-  pr^^  17.1^. 

hold  thy  face  in  right eoufnajfe^  and  when  1  arvaks  «]>  ^fi^^  thy  likenefse^  Ijhall  be 

fatisfied  with  it.  The  ad^sof  this  vertue  are  multiplyed  according  to  its  ob- 

jcft ;  for  they  are  onely,  i.  to  defire,  and  2.  pr^y  for,  and  9.  labour  for  all 

that,  which  is  righteoufnelTe  in  any  (m^t;     i.  For  the  pardon  of  our 

finncs.     2.  For  the  graces  and  fan'^iftcation  of  the  Spii-it.     5.  For  the 

advancement  of  C  H  R  I S  T  S  Kingdome.    4.  For  the  reception  of  the 

holy  Sacrament,  and  all  the  inftrunients,  ordinances,  and  minifteries  of 

grace.  5.  For  thegraccofperfcvcrance.  6.  And  finally  for  the  crown  of 

righteoufnerc. 

5.  Blejfed  are  the  mercifulU  for  they  fh all  obtains  mercy,  2  t^ercy  is  the  12, 

greateft  mark,  and  token  of  the  holy,  eltft,  and  predeftinateperfons,  in  c^/.  g.  12. 
the  world.  Put  ye  on  (my  Beloved)  as  the  EleB  afOOV  the  bowels  mercy ^  holy 
andprecioHs.  For  mercy  being  an  attribute,  in  the  manifeftation  of  which,  ^^       ^  -^^^ 
as  all  our  happineifeconrifts,fo  GOD  takes  greateft  complacency,  and  de-  i;i-aadiendt  qui 
Jighcs  in  it  above  all  his  other  workes.   He  puniilies  to  the  third  and  virtucem  duram 
fourth  generation,  but  ftiewes  mercy  unto  thoulands.  Therefore  the  Jewes  ^qu-^ia  fcrream 
fay,  that  Michael  ^yes  with  one  wing,  and  Gabriel  with  two',    meaning,  l^J^^^^'^^^ 
that  the  pacifying  Angel,  the  Minifter  of  mercy  flyes  fwift,  but  the  cxter-  iV^7i$  rebu?, 
ntinating  Angel,  the  Mefienger  of  wrath  is  flow :  And  we  are  called  to  our  mm  in  aTJcitia 
approximation  to  GOD  by  the  pra<ftice  of  this  grace  :  we  are  made  ;>dr- tenera  atque 
takers  of  the  Divine  nature,  by  being  mercifull  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  mer-  tra(f^abiiis,  uc  & 
cifull.   Thh  mercy  confifti  in  the  affe^ions,  and  in  the  efrc<ft  and  a<^ions.  (^^JJiffunjan?^* 
In  both  which  the  excellency  of  this  Chriftian  precept  is  eminent  abov«  &•  incom-nodis 
the  goodneflc  of  the  morall  precept  of  the  old  Philofophers,  and  the  piety  contrahantur. 
and  charity  of  the  Jewes  by  vertuc  of  the  MofaickLaw.The  Stoick  Philofo-  i:*^'**  ^P"^  **• 
phers  affirme  it  to  be  the  duty  of  a  wife  man  to  fuccour  and  help  the  ne-      ^*^^ 
cefTities  of  indigent,  and  miferable  perfons  5  but  at  no  hand  to  pity  them, 
•or  fufter  any  trouble  or  compaflion  in  our  affe<Jtions  *,  for  they  intended,tha» 
a  wife  perfon  fhould  be  difpafTionate,  unmoved  and  without  difturbance  in 
every  accident  and  objeft,  and  concernment.  But  the  blefled  jESUS,  who 
came  to  reconci le  us  to  his  Father,  and  purchafe  us  an  intire  polTeflion,  did 
intend  to  redeeme  us  from  fin,  and  make  our  paflions  obedient,  and  apt  t« 
becon^manded^  even  and  moderate  in  temporall  aifairs ,  but  high  and 
a^ive  in  fome  inftanccs  of  fpirituall  concernment ',  and  in  all  inftances, 
that  the  afte<Sion  go  along  with  the  grace  j  that  we  muft  be  as  m.ercifull  in 
our  ccnipa(rion,ascompafrioBate  in  our-<x6erionr  exprefiions  &  adions.Thc 
Jews  by  the  prefeript  of  i^heir  Law  were  to  be  mercifull  to  all  their  nation, 
aud  Confederates  in  religion  *,  and  this  thci*"  mercy  was  called  juftice.  /fe 
ijath  difperfed  abroad  and-^en-to  thep»r^  his  righteeufneffe  [or  juftice]  re- 
^nameth  fer  ever :  but  the  mercies  of  a  Chriftian  sre  to  extend  to  all.  Do  good  OaL  6.1r^ 
to  allmen^efpecjally  to  the  houjh^ld  cf  faith  :  and  this  diffufion  of  a  mercy,  not  J^ow.  5«T« 
onely  to  Brethren,  but  to  Aliens,  and  Enemies  is  that ,  which  S.  Paul  calls  *^y"]^  ^"^^2f* 
goodneffe^Hi]  retaining  the  old  appellative  for  Judaical  mercy  [righteoufnejle']  ^^^J^^rfT 
for  fcarcely  for  €^  righteous  man  will  one  die^yetperadenturefor  agood  man  fome  ,'**'?  -a,*" 
will  evfn  Jars  to  4i€.    So  that  the  Chriftian  mercy  rotjft  be  «  mercy  of  ^*'*^Ww» 
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'  p      ,,        the  whole  man,  the  heart  muft  be  mercifull,  and  the  hand  operathig  In 
the  labour  0//OW,  and  it  muft  be  extended  to  all  perfons  of  all  capacities 
according  as  their  necefl'ity  requires,  and  curability  permits,  and  our  en- 
-deermewts  and  other  obligations  difpofe  of  and  determine  the  order. 
The  afts  of  this  grace  are.  1.  To  pity  the  niiferiesof  all  perfons,  and 
^  all  calamities  fpirituall  or  temporal  1,  having  a  fellow-feeling  in  their  af- 

flidions.  2.  To  be  aRli<Sed  and  fad  in  the  publike  judgments  immifficnr 
or  incumbent  upon    a  Church  or  ftateor  Family  .  5.  To  pray  to  God 
for  rcniedy    for  all  affii<^ed  perfons.  4.  To  dee  all  a<f^s  of  bodily  af- 
f  ftance  to  all  miferabie  and  diftrelTed  people,to  relieve  the  poore,  to  redeem 
captives,  to.fcrgive  debts,  to  difable  perfons,  to  pay  debts  for  them,  to  lend 
them  money,  to  feed  the  hungry,  and  cloth  the  naked,  to  refcue  perfons  from 
dangers,  to  defend  and  relieve  the  opprefed,to  comfort  widows  and  father- 
IclTe  children,  to  help  themio  rights  that  fufer  wrongs  and  in  briefe  to  doe  any 
thing  of  reliefe,  fupport,  fuccour,  and  comfort,  5.  To  do  all  ad:s  of  fpirituall 
mercy,  to  counfell  the  doubtfull  to  admonifh  the  erring,  to  firenghthen  the 
weake,to  refolue  the  fcrupul9us,  to  teach  the  ignorant,  and  any  thing  t[(c^ 
which  may  be  inftrumentall  to  his  converfion,perfeverance,  rehitutionand 
falvation,  or  may  refcue  him  from  fpirituall  dangers,  or  fupply  him  in  any 
ghoftly  neceflity.  The  reward  of  this  vertue  is  fymbolicall  to  thevertue 
it  felfe,  the  grace  and  glory  diJ^ering  In  nothing,  but  degrees*,  and  every 
vertue  being  a  reward  to  itfelf.  The  mercifull  fliall  receive  m.ercy,  mercy  t9 
help  themin  time  of  need  j  mercy  from  God,  who  will  not  onely  give  them  the 
great  mercies  of  pardon,  and  eternity,  but  alfo  difpofe  the  hearts  of  others 
Bona  comparat  to  pity  and  fupply  their  needs  as  they  have  done  to  others.  For  the  prefentj 
preiidia  mircri-   there  is  nothing  more  noble,  then  to  be  beneficiall  to  others,  and  to  lift  up 
^*^' d  ^erfis*Iuxi-  ^^^^P^^^^^  ^^^  ^/^^^^  mfre,aad  refcue  them  from  mifery,  It  is  to  doe  the  work  of 
Ih  q/iTB  fecmi"  GOD',  and  for  the  future  nothing  is  a  greater  title  to  a  mercy  at  the  day  of 
dis  coTimodat.    judgement,  then  to  have  fhewed  mejrcy  to  our  neceffitows  Brother',  it  being 
Publius.  exprefled  to  be  the  onely  rule  and  inftance,  in  which  CHRIST  meanes  to 

Deuseft  Mor^^2-  jy^g^  |-}^^.  y^Q^ld,  in  their  mercy  and  charity,  or  their  unmcrcyfullnefie  re- 
teaiatquehxc      fpcftively.  /  was  hungry  and  ye  fed  me^  or  ye  fed  me  not,  and  fo  we  ftand  or 
eft  ad  aeternka-    fall  in  the  great  and  eternali  fcrutiny.  And  it  was  the  prayer  of  S.  P^jm/. 
tctn  via.  Seneca  Onefiphorus  lliewcd  kindnefle  to  the   great  Apofclej  The  Lord  jl)ew  him  a 
mercy  in  that  day.  For  a  cup  of  charity,  though  but  full  of  cold  water  fliall  not 
loofeitsrewared. 
14  6.  [Blejfed  are  the  pure  in  hearty  for  they  fnajl fee  Qod^  This  purity  of  heart 

includes  purity  of  hands.  Lord  who  fliall  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle^  even  he  that  is 
TfaL  24.  34.    ofckane  handstand  a  pure  heart^that  is^he  that  hath  not.  given  his  mind  unto  vanity^ 
norfworneto  deceive  his  Neighbour.  It  fgnilies  juftice  of  action,  and  candour 
of  fpirit,  innocence  of  manners,  and  lincerity  of  purpofej  It  is  one  ofthofe 
I  Tkn.  I  5.    gr^^J^  circumflrances,  that  confummates  charity./or  the  end  of  the  commands 
vient  is  charity  mt  of  a  pure  hearty  and  of  a  good  Confcience^ind  faith  unfainedy 
that  ha  heart']  free  from  all  carnall  affe<f^ion5,  not  onely  in  the  matter  of  na- 
turall  impurity,  but  alfo  fpirituall,  and  immareriall,  fuch  as  are  hereftes, 
(which  are  therefore  impurlties,becaufe  they  mingle  fecular  intereft  or  pre- 
s  iudice  with  perfuaiions  in  religion)  J(?Jmo;2J,/;«rf/?///  ami  impious ftratagems^ 

and  all  thofe  which  S.  Paul  enumerates  to  be  wcrkes  or  fruits  of  the  Flefh. 
A  good  Confcience^]  that's  a  confcicnce  either  innocent  or  penitent,a  ftate 
of  gi-ace,  cither  a  not  having  prevaricated,  or  a  being  reftored  to  our  baptis- 

fliall 
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Hfiall  purity. Ftfit^  unfained  that  alfo  is  the  purity  of  fincerity,and  all  rhefe  do  p  rj 
integrate  the  wholedutyof  c/;dr7t;',but;)«nt)',as  itisafpeciallgracefignifieS  '  '  '  _ 
onely  honelty  and  uprighmeiTe  of  foul ,  without  hypocrify  to  G  O  D ,  and 
difliniulatioa  towards  meniand  then  a  freedome  from  all  carnall  Del'ires,  fo 
as  not  to  be  governed  or  lead  by  theni',  chaftity  is  the  purity  of  the  body, 
iirriplicity  is  the  purity  of  the  fpirir^both^arc  the  fandificacion  of  the  whole 
man,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  fpirit  of  purity  and  thefpiiit  of  truth. 

[  he  ad's  of  this  vertue  are.  i .     To  quit  all  luftfuU  thoughts,  not  to  take  j  5, 

delight  in  them,  not  to  retainethem,  cr  invite  them,  but  as  obje(^s  of 
difpleafure  to  avert  them  from  us.  2.  To  refift  all  luftfuU  defires ,  and  ex- 
cinguifh  them  by  their  proper  corredories  and  rcHiedies.  3.  Torefufeall 
occafions,  opportunities  and  temptations  to  impurityj  denying  to  pleafe  a 
wanton  eye ,  or  to  ufea  lafcjyious  gefture ,  or  to  goe  into  a  danger,  or  to 
converfe  with  an  improper,  unfafe  objed",  hating  the  garment  [potted  with  the 
fiejh ;  (o  S.  J'ude  calls  it^and  not  to  looks  ^pon  a  maid ,  fo  Job  :  not  to  fit  with  a 
woman ^  that  is  a  finger^  fo  the  fon  oi  Syrach.     4.     To  be  of  a liberall 
foule,  not  mingling  with  aftc<^ionsof  money,  and  inclinations  of  cove- 
toufneiTe,  not  doing  any  aft  of  violence,  rapine  or  injuftice.   <,.  To  be  in- 
genuous in  our  thoughts,  purpofes  and  prcfeflions ,  fpeaking  nothing  con- 
trary to  oui"  intentions ,  but  being  really ,  what  we  feeme.  6.  To  give  all 
our  faculties  and  afteftions  to  GOD,without  dividing  intcrefts  between  GooL 
and  his  enemies,  without  entertaining  of  any  one  crime  iri  fociety  with  our 
pretences  for  GOD.  7.  Not  to  lye  in  fin,but  inftantly  to  repent  of  it  and  re- 
turne,  purifying  our  CovfciencG  from  dead  workes.  8.  Not  to  diflemble  our 
faith,orbelicfe,  when  we  are  required  to  its  confelTion  pretending  a  per-  Platovocatpti' 
fuafion  complying  with  thofe,from  whom  fecrctly  we  diffcr.Luft,Covetour-  nt^fem  ^^'»a<- 
neire,and  hypocrify  are  the  three  great  enemies  of  this  Grace,  they  are  the  g,,  yttp^Ktf  ^m 
nioates  of  oui'  eyes,  and  the  fpots  of  our  foules.  The  reward  of  purity  is  the  ^tTCtoim, 
vifion  beatificall.  If  we  are  pure^as  0  0  Dis  pure^  wefiall  alfifee  him  as  he  is. 
When  we  dwake  up  after  his  {jksnejfe  we fl) all  behold  his  prefence.To  which  in  this 
world  we  are  configned  by  frecdome  from  the  cares  of  covetoufnefie,  the 
fliamc  of  luft,  thefeare  of  difcovery ,   and  the  ftings  of  an  evill  confcience, 
which  are  the  portion  of  the  feverall  impurities  here  forbidden. 

7.  Blejfed  are  the  peacemakers ^  for  they  j})all  be  called  the  children  of  ^^' 

GOD  J  The  wifdome  ofO  0  V  isfirflpure  and  thenpeaceable^  that's  the  order  J^ms.'^il^  . 
of  the  Beatitudes.  Asfoone  as  ]ESUS  was  borne,the  Angels  fang  a  hymnc. 
Glory  be  to  GOD  on  highland  on  earth  peace ,  g^od  will  towards  men ,  fignify- 
ing  the  two  great  errands,upon  which  Chrift  was  difpatched  in  his  legation 
from  lieaven  to  earth  ?  He  is  t/;e  Prince  of  peace.  Vollow  peace  with  all  men, 
and  helinefe  ,  without  which  no  man  ever  jhall  fee  God.  The  afts  of  this  grace 
are.  i.  To  mortify  our  anger,peevinineire ,  and  fiery  difpofitions  apt  to 
enkindle  upon  every  flight  accident ,  inadvertency,  or  misfortune  of  a 
Friend,  or  fervant.  2.  Not  to  be  haf>v,  rafh,  provocative,or  upbraiding 
in  our  language.  ^.  To  live  quietly  and  ferenely  in  our  families,and  neigh- 
bourhoods. 4.  Not  tobackbite,fIander,mifrcportor  undervalue  any  man, 
carrying  tales,or  fov/ing  Diffention  between  Brethren. 5.Not  to  intereft  our 
felves  in  die  quarrels  of  others,by  abetting  either  part,e>:cept  where  charity 
calls  u«  to  refcue  the  opprelfed  ^  and  then  alfo  to  doe  a  worke  of  eharity 
without  mi-xtures  of  uncharitablenere.  6.  To  avoid  all  fuits  of  Law 
as  much  as  is  pcffible  without  intrenching  upon  any  or  her  collatcrall  ob- 
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ligation  towards  a  third  intercit ,  or  a  necelfary  fupporc  for  our  felv^s,  er 
great  convcniency  for  our  families  j  or  if  we  be  engaged  in  law,  to  purfue 
our  juft  interefts  with juft  meanes ,  and charirable  maintenance.  7.  To 
endeavour  by  all  meanes  to  reconcile  difagreeing  perfons.  8.  To  endea- 
vour by  affability,  and  faire  deportment  to  win  the  love  of  our  neigh- 
bours. 9.  To  offer  fatisfa.^ion  to  all  whom  we  have  wronged,or  flander- 
ed,  and  to  rcmitt  the  offences  of  others,  and  in  trialls  of  right  to  finde 
out  the  moft  charitable  expedient  to  determine  it ,  as  by  indifferent  arbi- 
tration,or  fomething  like  it.  i o.  To  be  open,free,and  ingenvous,in  re- 
prehenfions  and  fair  expoftulations  with  perfons,whom  we  conceive  to  have 
wronged  ns,that  no  feed  of  malice  or  rancour  may  be  latent  in  us,  and  upo« 
the  breath  of  a  new  difpleafurcbreake  out  into  a  flame.  11.  Tobemodeft 
in  our  arguings,  difputings,  and  demands  i  not  laying  great  intereft  upoi;i 
trifles.  1 2.  To  moderate,  balance  and  temper  our  zeale  by  the  rules  of 
prudence ,  and  the  allay  of  charity ,  that  we  quarrell  not  for  opinions, 
nor  intitle  G  O  D  in  our  impotent  and  miftaken  fanfyes ,  nor  loofe 
charity  for  a  pretence  of  anaf^cleof  Faith.  15.  To  pray  heartily  for 
our  enemics,reall,  or  imaginary,  alwayes  loving  and  being  apt  to  benefit 
their  perfons,  and  to  cure  their  faults  by  charitable  remedies.  14.  To 
abftaine  from  doing  all  aftr-onrs,  difgraces,  flightings,  uncomely  jeerings, 
and  mockings  of  our  Neighbour ,  not  giving  him  appellatives  of  fcorne,  or 
irrifion.  15.  Tofubmittoallourfuperiours  in  all  things,  either  doing 
what  they  command,  or  fuft'ering  what  they  impofe ,  at  no  hand  lifting 
ourheele  again  ft  thofe,  upon  whom  the  chara^crs  of  GOD,  and 
the  maiks  of  JESUS  are  imprinted,  in  fignall  and  eminent  authority,  fuch 
as  are  principa!ly,the  King,and  then  the  Bifhops^whom  GOD  hath  hath  fct 
to  watch  over  ourfoules.  i6.  Not  to  invade  the  polfefTions  of  our  Neigh- 
bours, or  commence  war ,  but  when  we  arc  bound  byjuftice  andlegall 
truft,  to  defend  the  rights  of  others,  or  our  own  in  order  to  our  duty.  1 7. 
Not  to  fpeake  evUhf  diinhk^OT  undervalue  their  perfons,  or  publifn  theif 
faults ,  or  upbraid  the  levities  of  our  governours ,  knowing  that  they 
alfo  are  defigned  by  GOD  ,  to  be  converted  to  us  for  caftigation,  and  a- 
mendmcnt  of  us.  18.  Not  to  be  buific  i  n  other  mens  affaires.  And  thtn 
the  peace  of  GOD  mil  reft  upon  m  :  The  reward  is  no  leflc  t  then  the  adoption 
and  inheritance  of  fons  *,  for  he  hath  given  unto  us  power  to  be  called  the 
fons  ofG  0  V  •,  For  he  is  tlie  Father  of  Peace,  and  the  fonnes  of  Peace  arc 
the  fons  of  GOD ,  and  therefore  have  a  title  to  the  inheritance  of  fons,  to 
be  heires  of  GOD,  and  ccheires  with  Chi'ik  in  the  kingdooie  of  peace,  and 
cffentiall  and  never  failing  charity. 

8.  Bleffed  are  they ,  r^hjch  are  perfecutedfor  riihtioujhefe  fake^  for  theirs 
is  the  hjngdcnne  of 'heaven']  This  being  the  hardeft  comma  in  the  whole 
Difcipline  of  jESUS  is  fortified  with  a  double  bleffedneire,  for  itfollowe* 
immediately  B/e(fc^  are  >e,  when  men  jh all  revile  you  ^  aud  perfecute  yotk, 
meaning,  that  all  perfecution  for  a  caufe  of  righteoufnefle ,  though  the 
affliaion  be  inftanced  onely  in  reproachfull  language ,  fliall  be  a  title  to 
the  blelTedneffe.  Any  fuffering  for  any  good  or  hai'mlelfe  a^ion  is  a 
degree  of  Marryrdome.  It  being  the  greateft  teftimony  in  the  world 
of  the  greareft  love  to  quit  that  for  GO  D,  which  hath  polTeffed  our 
moft  natiirall,regular,and  orderly  affe^ions.  It  is  a  preferring  Gods  caufe  bc*» 
Ibreourowninccreft)  ids  a  loving  ©f  vcrtuc  without  fccular  ends>  is 
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is  the  nobleO'jthe  mod  rcfigned,  ingenuous,  valiant  aft  in  the  world  to      Part.  II. 

dye  for  GOD,  whom  we  never  have  feen  *,  it  is  the  crown  of  faith  ,rhecon-  - 

fidencc  of  hope ,  and  our  grcared  charity.  The  Primitive  Churches  living 
under  perfecufion  commenced  many  pretty  opinions  concerning  the ftatc 
andfpeciall  dignity  of  Martyrs,  apportioning  to  them  one  of  the  three 
coronets,  which  themfelves  did  knit,  and  fuppofed  as  pendants  to  the  great 
crown  of  righteoufnelTe.  They  made  it  fuppletory  of  biriptifme,  expiatory 
of  finne, ''"fatiifaftory  of  publ'iCk penances,  they  placed  them  in  hlifleim- ^      ^   .       , 
mediately,declarcd  them  not  to  need  no  alter  prayers,  fuch  as  the  devotion  judsis*  Animas 
of  thcfvT  tiiies  ufed  to  poure  upon  the  graves  of  the  faithfulljwith  great  pru-  prxlio  aut  up- 
dence  they  did  endeavour  to  alleviate  this  burden,  and  fweeten  the  bitter  plic'j.  pererpccK 
chalice ,  and  they  did  it  by  fuch  doftrines,which  did  only  remonftratc  this  [^^  «ternas  pu- 
great  truth',  That  fince  no  I9VC  was  greater  then  to  lay  down  our  lives,  no-  cndi^oaw^nnj-' 
thing  could  be fo great  but  GOD  would  indulge  to  themj  and  indeed  tus, 
whatfocVer  they  faid  in  this^had  no  inconvenience  ,  nor  would  it  now  un- 
leife  men  fhouldthinkemeere  fuftering  to  be  fufticientto  excufe  a  wicked 
life,  or  that  they  be  invited  to  difhonour  an  excellent  patience  with  the 
mixture  of  an  impure  aftion.  There  are  many  who  would  dye  forChrifr, 
if  they  were  putto  it,  and  yet  will  not  quitt  a  luft  for  him  :  thofe  arc  ^^^  ^^^  a  <««n- 
hardly  to  be  cfteemed  Chrifts  Mart}TS',  unlefle  they  be  dead  mto  finne^thar  fcntaneum'  qui " 
dying  for  an  article,  or  a  good  adion  will  not  paflethe  great  fcrutiny  •,  netanon  frang- 
anditmay  beboldneficoffpirit,  or  fullennefle,  or  an  honourable  gallan-  atur,  eum  franp^ 
try  of  mind ,  or  fomething  that  is  excellent  in  civill  and  Politicall  eftimate  ^^u^'-'^'^f^J  J^f^a 
that  moves  the  perfon,  and  indeeres  the  fuflering  •,  but  that /ofe  onely,  hib^orTprSitc- 
which  keepes  the  Commandments  WiW  teach  ustodye  for  love,  and  from  rit,vincjavolup' 
love  to  pafie  to  bleficdnel^e,  through  the  red  Sea  of  blood.  And  indeed  tate  cicer.de 
itjsmoreeafietodyeforchaftity^  then  to  live  with  it.  And  many  women  have  *^^^<^  ^•^*      r^• 
been  found,  who  fuffered  Death  under  the  violence  of  Tyrants  for  de-  Tcrtull.de cait* 
fence  of  their  holy  vowes,  and  purity,  who  had  they  long  continued  a- 
mongft  pleafures ,  courtfliips,cur1ofities,  and  importunities  of  men,  might 
perchance  have  yeilded  that  to  a  Lover  which  they  denyed  to  an  execution- 
er. S.  Cyprian  obferves  that  our  blefled  LORD  in  admitting  the  innocent 
l3abes  of  Bethlehem  firfi:  to  dye  for  him,did  to  all  generations  of  Chriften- 
dome  configne  the  leflbn ,  that  onely  perfons  holy  and  innocent  were  fit  to 
beCHRISTS  Martyrs.    It  is  certain,  that  fuch  dying  ,  or  great  fufterings 
are  Heroicall anions,  and  of  power  to  make  great  compenlarions,  and 
redemptions  of  time ,  and  of  omifTions  and  imperfeftions  j  but  if  the 
raan  be  unholy,  fo  alfo  are  his  "^  fuflerings',  for  heretickes  have  dyed,  ^ 
and  vitious  perfons  have  fuffered  in  a  good   caufe,   and  a  dogs  neck    j^ci     f?"f" 
may  be  cut  off  in  facrifice,  and  Swines  blood  may  fill  the  trench  about  quiaeruirur™ec 
the  Altar  :  but  G  O  D  onely  accepts  the   facrifice,  which  is  pure  and  ideo  tranJnatam: 
fpotleffc,  firft  feafoned  with  fait,  then   feafoned  with  fire.     The  true  qui<^fe  fpolianc. 
Martyr  muft  have  all  the  preceding- graces,  and  then  he  fhall  receive  all  ^'^^^'"•^?^» 
the  Beatitudes. 

The  afts  of  this  duty  are.     i .    bodly  to  Confclfe  the  faith,  nobly  to  ex-  g 

efcife  publike  vertues ,  not  to  be  afhamed  of  any  thing  that  is  honeH-,  and  ^ 

rather  to  quit  our  goods,  our  liberty,  our  health,  andlifeitfelfe,  then  to 
deny,what  we  are  bound  to  afPrme,or  to  omit,  what  we  are  bound  to  do,or 
to  pretend  contrary  to  our  prefent  prefuafion.  2.  To  rejoyce  in  affliftions : 

G  g  5  counting 
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p_  yj  counting  it  honourable  to  be  conformable  to  C  H  R  I S  T  ,  and  toweare 
____J__^  the  cognifar.ce  of  Ghriftianity,  whofe  ca'tain  lot  it  is  to  fuffer  the  hoftifity, 
and  violence  of  enemies  viiible,  and  invifible.  9.  Not  to  revile  our  Per- 
fecutors,  but  to  hear  the  erode  with  evennelTe,  tranquillity,  patience 
and  charity.  4.  Toofierourfiiflerings  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  and  to 
joyne  them  with  the  paffions  of  C  H  R I S  T ,  by  doing  it  in  love  to 
GOD,  and  oledience  to  his  fandions,  and  teftimony  of  fome  part 
of  his  religion  ,  an.d  deigning  it  as  a  part  of  duty.  The  reward  is 
the  kjngdome  of  heaven ,  which  can  be  no  other ,  but  eternall  falvation, 
in  cafe  the  Martyrdome  be  confummate.  If  it  be  kfie  it  keeps  its 
proportion:  all  fullering  pcrfons  are  the  combination  of. Saints,  they 
make  the  Church ,  they  are  the  people  of  the  kingdomc ,  and  heires 
©f  the  Covenant.  For  if  they  be  but  Confeffors,  and  confelTe  C  H  R I S  T 
in  prifon,  though  they  never  preach  upon  the  rack,  or  under  the  ax, 
yet  CHRIST  will  confefic  them  before  his  heavenly  Father. 


The  Prayer. 


OBkffed  JESV  S^  who  art  become  to  us  the  F&untain  of  peace  and 
fanilhy^  of  righteoufneffe  and  charity^  of  life  andperpetuallbenedi^iojt^ 
hnprmt  in  our  fphhs  t he fe  glorious  charaBeriftnes  of  Chrifiiamtj/  ^  that  we  by 
fich  excellent  difpofnionsmay  be  configned  to  the  infinity  of  blejfednefe  ^  rvhicb 
thou  cameft  to  reveale ,  and  minifier ,  and  exhibit  to  mankjnde.  Give  us 
great  humility  of  Spirit ,  and  deny  us  not ,  rvhen  we  beg  forrovp  ef  thee^ 
the  mourning  and  {adnejfe  of  true  penitents ,  that  we  may  imitate  thy  excel- 
kncies^  and  conforme  to  thy  fufferings;  Make  us  meek.^  patient^  indifferent^ 
and  refigned  in  all  accidents^  changes  and  iffuss  of  Divine  Providence. 
Mortifie  all  inordinate  anger  in  us  ^  all  wrath  ^  ftrife^  contention^  nmrmu- 
rings,  malice  and  envy^  and  interrupt  and  then  blot  out  all  peevijh  difpofiti^ 
9ns  y  and  moroftties^  all  difiurbances  and  unevennejfe  of  fpirit,  or  of  habit, 
that  m-ay  hinder  us  in  our  duty.  Oh  teach  me  fo  te  hunger  and  thirji  after 
the  wayes  of  righterufneffe ,  that  it  may  be  meat  and  drink  to  tne  to  do  thy 
Fathers  will.  Raife  my  affktliciu  to  heaven  and  heavenly  things ,  fx  my 
heart  there  ,  and  prepare  a  treafure  for  me ,  which  I  miy  receive  in  the 
great  di^Mon ,  and  communications  of  thy  glory ,  and  in  this  fad  intervall 
of  infirmity^  and  temptations.,  ftrengthen  my  hopes ,  and  fort'^fie  mf  faith ,  by 
fkch  emifivu  of  light ,  and  grace  from  thy  fpirit  thit  I  may  relijh  thofe 
blejings^  which  thou  prep^efi  for  thy  Saints  ,  with  fo  great  appetite,  that 
I  may  defyife  the  world  and  all  its  guilded  vanities^  and  may  deftre  nothing 
but  the  crown  of  righte^ufne^e ^  and  the  paths^  that  lead  hither^  the  graces 


THE  PflAYEH.  I«; 

tf  \hy  k3f^dm\e,  ard  the  tkrks  of  it,  thct  Tn^hen  I  have  ferved  thee  inheh-      p        it 

nejfe  and  ftrilr  cteaience  j  J  may  reign  mth  thee  in  the  ghries  of  Eternity  through ! 

JESVS  CHR  IS  r,  who  is  our  hope,  and  our  life,  a  ad  glory,  our  exceeding  greiU 
reward.  Amen. 


MerdfulljRSV,  wh«  art  infinitely  pleafed  in  demonflrations  of  thy  mercy, 
and  didji  defend  into  aflate  ofmifeiyfuffering  perfecution  and  ai^rms,  that  thou 
rnightefi  give  us  thy  mercy ,  and  reconcile  us  to  thy  Father  ,  and  make  us  par- 
taker  0 f  thy  purities  y  give  unto  us  tender  how  ells  ^  that  -we  may  fwTer  tcgetber 
with  our  calamitous  ^  and  necejftous  Brethren^  that  we  having  a  fellow jeeltng 
cf  their  miferies  way  ufe  all  our  porters  to  hefpe  them^  andeafe  our  felves  of  our 
cntnmn  fuferings.  But  doe  ihou,  OholyjESV  tik^e  frmutalfo  all  our  great 
calamities,  the  carnality  of  our  afeBions, our  fenfualities  and  impurities,  thatrve 
may  frfi  he  pure  then  peace  ahle^  livingin  peace  wnh  allmen  ^  and  preferving  the 
peace^which  thou  hadft  made  for  us  with  our  GOD ,  that  we  may  never  comtnitta 
finr.e^  which  may  interrupt  jo  hie j[ed  an  atonement.  Let  neither  hope,  nor  fear r, 
tribulation^nor  anguijKpleafure,  nor  paine  make  us  to  relinquijh  our  intereft  in  thee, 
and  our  portion  of  the  everlaffing  Covenant.  But  give  us  hearts  con fl ant,  bold^  and 
valiant^  to  con fejfe  thee  before  all  the  world  inthemidfl  of  all  difadvantages, 
and  contradifrory  circumflances ,  choofing  rather  to  begg^  or  to  be  difgraced,  or 
affliHed,or  to  dye,then  quit  a  holy  Confcience^or  renounce  an  article  of  Chrifitanity: 
that  we  either  in  all,  when  thoufhalt  call  us ,  or  alwayes  in  preparation  of  mind, 
fkfering  with  thee,  may  alfo  r eigne  with  thee  in  the  Church  Triun^hant,  0  hoh 
and  mofi  mercifull  Saviour  JESV.  Amen. 


\ 


IX. 

A  Difcourfe  upon  that  part  of  the  Decalo^ue^ 

which  the  holy  JES  V  S  adopted  into 

the  InUitution ,   and  obligation  of 

Chrifiianity. 

^W^l  Hen  the  holy  JESUS  had  defcribed  the  charaaerifmes  of  Chri- 

-      -'    ft'aniry^inthefeeightgraces  and  Beatitudes,  he  addes  his  in-  *^ 

jundions,  that  in  thefevcrtTres,  they  Hiould  be  eminent  and 
ji;^/jsLi*j^^A  ^'^^"^P'^'',that  they  niight  adorne  the  doif^rine  of  GODjfor  be 
«i^-^^^*^  intended  that  the  Gofpell  fhould  Uas  a  lev^n  in  a  lump  of 
dough ,  tofeafon  the  whole  malTe ,  and  that  Chriftians  fhould  be  the  in- 
itrunicnts  of  communicating  the  e^'cellency  and  reputation  of  this  holy  in- 
ftitution  to-all  the  world.Therefore  Chrift  calls  theniM,and  lizht,  and  the 
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'  p^fTi        focicciesof  Chriftlansd  cityfet  upon  a  hill  ^  and  a  light  fetind  candlefiickfy 
^  whofe  office  and  Energy  is  to  illuminate  all  the  voifinage ,  which  is  alfo  ex- 

prefTed  in  thefe  preceptive  words.  Let  your  light  fojhine  before  men^  that  they 
-  .  ,  .  ^  may  fee  your  good  workes^  a?id  glorijie  your  Father^  which  is  inheaven-y 
T'  ^  %"  ^^^^^^  ^  confider ,  i  or  onely  as  a  Circumftance  of  other  parts  but  as  a  pre- 
jfc5«n  ^j/x*'^  '^^  ^-^r^  ^^j-y  jj.  f^i^^^  ^j-j(^  one  of  the  fandionsof  Chriftianity ,  which  hath  fo 
tiTtv  ct  K^^a>  confederated  the  foules  of  the  Difciples  of  the  inftitution,  that  it  hath  in 
i^'^'Z"''^  ^^^^  proportion  obliged  every  n^an  to  take  care  of  his  Brothers  foule.  And 

V  ^^p'  /  ^"^^  reverence  to  G  O  D  ,  and  charity  to  our  Brother  are  the  two  greateft 
SjcS.  ^f^^^^j  ei-jds  ^  which  the  befl'  lawes  can  have  ,  this  precept  of  exemplary  living  is 
ct  LK  <pjiifi  ^  enjoy ned  in  order  to  them  both,we  mufl  jhine  as  lights  in  the  wor/(i,that  GOD 
ac  9«f»/»f  c»  may  be.glorified  and  our  Brother  edified,that  the  excellency  of  the  aft  may 
»»«^i"»>  2  Yfm.  endeere  the  reputation  of  the  religion,and  invite  men  to  confefie  GOD  ac- 
*  5»  cording  to  the  fanftions  of  fo  holy  an  inftitution.  And  if  we  be  curious,  that 

vanity  do  not  mingle  in  the  intention  and  that  the  intention  doe  not  fpoile 
the  ad:ion,and  tha,t  we  fuffer  not  our  lights  to  fhine,  that  men  may  magnifie 
us,and  not  glorine  GOD,this  duty  is  foone  performed  by  way  of  adherence 
to  our  other  adions,and  hath  no  other  difticulty  in  it,but  that  it  will  require 
our  prudence ,  and  care  to  prefcrve  the  fimplicity  of  our  purpofes,  and  hu- 
mility of  our  fpirit  in  the  midft  of  that  excellent  reputation,  which  will  cer- 
tainly be  cc>nfequent  to  a  holy,and  exemplary  life. 

But  fince  the  holy  ]£  S  U  S  had  fet  its  up  to  be  lights  in  the  world ,  he 
^*  tooke  cai-e  we  lliould  not  be  ftars  of  the  leaft  magnitude,  but  eminent,  and 

fuchas  might  by  their  great  emilTions  of  light  give  evidence  of  their  being 
immediately  derivative  from  the  fun  of  righteoufneffe.  He  w<as  now  giving 
his  Law,  and  meant  to  retaine  fo  much  oiMsfes^  as  Mofes  had  of  naturall, 
and  elfentiall  juftice  and  charity ,  and  fuperadde  many  degrees  of  his  own, 
thatasfarr  as  Mofes  was  exceeded  by  C  H  R  I  S  T  in  the  capacity  of  a  Law- 
giver 5  fofarre  Chriftianity  might  be  more  excellent,  and  holy  then  the 
Mofaicall  fanftions.  And  therefore  as  a  Preface  to  the  Chriftianlawthe 
hioly  Jesus  declares ,  that  unlej[e  our  righteoufneffe  exceed  the  righteouf- 
neffe of  the  [cribes  and  Pharifees^  that  is,  of  the  ftriAeft  feftsof  the  Mofa- 
icall inftitution,  we  jhall  not  enter  into  the  hjngdonw  of  heaven.  Which 
not  onely  relates  to  the  prevaricating  praftifes  of  the  Pharifees ,  buc 
even  to  their  Doftrines .  and  Comnientaries  upon  the  Law  of  Mofes ,  as 
-  appears  evidently  in  the  following  inftances.     For  if  all  the  excellencie 

of  Chriftianity  had.confifted  in  the  meere  command  of  fihcerity  and  pro- 
hibition of.hypocrify,  it  had  nothing  in-  it  proportionable  to  thofe  ex- 
cellent prom.lfes,  and  cleareft  revelations  of  eternity  there  exprefied,  nor 
of  a  fit  imployment  for  the  dellgnation  of  afpeciall  and  a  new  Law-giver> 
whofe  lawes  were  to  laft  for  ever,  and  were  eftabliftied  upon  foundations 
ftronger  then  the  pi  liars  of  heaven  and  earth. 
^,  But  S.  Paul  calling  the  Law  o^Mofes^  a  law  ofworkfs  did  well  infinuate, 

j^0^.,^.27.      what  the  doftrine  cf  thejeweswas  concerning  the  degrees  and_ obliga- 
tions of  juftice^  for  befides  thatit  was  alawof  workes  in  oppofition  to 
^CenCtdei'dtof^^^^'^'^  ^^  ^'^^^^  ^^^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^'^"^'^  of  it  is  "^  formerly*explicatcd)  it 
rh  lurd        '^  ^^^^  a  law  of  workes  in  oppofition  to  the  law   of  the  fpirit,  and  it 
^^\'     J.      jg  underftood  to  be  fuch   i  Law  which  required  the  exteriour    obe- 
ffucmng*   '^^  jjence,   fuch  a  Law  according   to  which  Saint  Paul  h  lived,   that 
no  man  could  reprove  him,  that  is,  the  Judges  could  not  raxe  him 

witJt 
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with  prevarication  5  fucha  Law,  which  being  in  very  many  degrees  car-      part  II."* 

nail  and  matcriall  did  not  with  much  feverity  exad'the  intention  and  pur- . 

pofes  fpirituall.  But  the  Gofpel  is  the  Law  of  the  (pirit.  If  they  failed  in 
the  exteriour  work,  it  was  accounted  to  them  for  finnej  huctoChrifti- 
ans  nothing  becomes  afinne  but  a  failing  and  prevaricating  Spirit.  For 
the  outward  ad  is  fuchan  emanation  of  the  interiour,  that  it  enters  into 
the  account  for  the  relation  f.ike,  and  for  its  parent.  When  GODhathput 
a  dut}'  into  our  hands,  if  our  fpirits  be  right,  the  work  will  certainly  follow^ 
b'Jt  the  following  work  receives  its  acceptation,  not  from  die  value  the  Chrl- 
itian  l,aw  hath  precifely  put  upon  it,  but  becaufe  the  fpirit,  from  whence  it 
came  hath obferved  its  rule:  the  law  of  charity  is  a<^ed  and  exprefled in 
works,  but  hath  its  eft i mate  from  the  Spirit.  Which  difcourfe  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  in  a  limited  and  qualified  fignification.  For  then  alfo  GOD 
required  the  heart,  and  interdi(^ed  the  very  concupifcenccs  of  our  irregu- 
lar paflions ,  at  leaft  in  fome  inftances ',  but  becaufe  much  of  their  Law 
confifted  in  the  exteriour,  and  the  Law  appointed  not,  nor  yet  inti- 
mated any  penalty  to  evill  thoughts ,  and  becaufe  the  expiation  of 
fuch  interiour  irregularities  was  eafie,  implicite ,  and  involved  in  their  dai-  ■.•'•^. 

ly  facriiices  without  fpcciall  trouble,  therefore  the  old  Law  wasd  Law 
df  W97ks^  that  is,  efpecially,   and  in  its  firft  intention.     But  this  being 
lefTe  perfed:,    the  holy   jEStIS    inverted  the  order,     i.    For   very 
little  of  Chriftianity  ftands  upon  the  outward   a<ftion  j    (CHRIST 
having  appointed  but  two  Sacraments  immediately ', )  and  2.  a  great- 
er reftraint  is  laid  upon  the   paffions ,    defires ,  and   firft:  motions   of 
the  Spirit,  then  under  the  feverity  of  Mofes^  and  9.  they  are  threat- 
ned  with  the  fame  cnrfes  of  a   fad  Eternity  with  the  a(^s  proceeding  «  jS  chuHvJ'U 
from  thenr,  and  4.  Becaufe  the  obedience  of  the  Spirit  does  in  many  ««/^'aM'  I7yli 
things  excufe  the  want  of  the  outward   a<5i-,  GOD  alwayes  requiring  3-«'\ei /e«a««y 
at  our  hands,   what  he  hath    put  in  our  power,  and   no  more  :  and  a\o;(56  d^,a<f„^ 
|.  Laftly ,  becaufe  the  Spirit  is  the  Principle  of  all  anions  morall  and  r^  t^tviuS 
Spiritual!,  and  certainly  prodtK^ive  of  them,   when  they  are  not  im-  ,^, 
peded  from  without',  therefore  the  holy  JESUS  harh   fecured  the  •A;j'"«f  wV^J^- 
fountain  as  knowing  ,    that  the  current   muft  needs  be  healthfull  and  »«  (i-KctTum^n^ 
pure,  if  it  proceeds  through  pure  chanels  from  a  lympid  and    unpol-  xtvuaicLAmhi 
luted  principle.  ,  ar-apud.Jkc 

And   certainly  it    is  much   for    the    glory  of    GOD    to  yvorih'ip  ^hy.!-  A -"K 
him  with  a  religion,  whofe  very  defigne  looks  upon    GOD  as  the     •^•"^'  *""' 
fearcher  of  our  hearts,    and  LORD  of  our  fpirits,   who  judges  the  ^* 

purpofes  as  a  G  O  D,  and  not  onely  takes  his  eftimate  from  the  out- 
ward a(^ion  as  a  man.     And  it  is  alfo  a  great  reputation  to  the  infti- 
tution  it  felfe,  that  it  purifies  the  foul,  and  fecures  the  fecret  cogita- 
tions of  the  minde-,  It  punifties  covetoufnelfe  as  it  judges  rapine,  it  foiephus reprc 
condemnes  a  facrilegious  heart,  alToone  as  an  irreligious  hand,  it  de-  hcndicpolybium 
tcfts  hating  of  our  Brother  by  the  fame  averfation,  which  it  exprefles  quod  mortem 
againft  doing  him  affronts ',  he  that  curfes  in  his   heart   fhall  die  the  ^"^]?*^l^'  'j^^'^"^- 
death  of  an  explicite  and  bold  blafphemer>  murmure  and  repining  gicac;,mr«lu?r^« 

crilegij,  piitans 
^namnonirrogarioiftobperpctratun)  fsciHUi,   79'  }^  (umxiu  ntncrvti  tC  «/>>»i  ^XtvoxifAwt  we  h  7/» 


ta6      dKc.?.  ©F  the   decalogue. 

"Z      r; —  is  againft  the  Lawes  of  Chriftianity  j  bur  either  by  the  remifnefie  of 
^^^  *  *•     Mofes  Law ,  or  the  gentler  execution  of  it ,  or  the  innovating  or  lefle- 


ning  gioffes  of  the  Fharifees ,  he  was  efteemed  innocent  ,  whofc 
anions  were  according  to  the  letter,  notwhofe  fpirit  was  conformed  to 
the  intention,  -..vid  more  fecret  fanftity  of  the  Law.  So  that  our  righte- 
ouiiielle  niuft  therefore  exceed  the  Pharifaicall  ftandard,  bccaufc  our  fpi- 
rits  muft  be  pure  as  our  hands,  and  the  heart  as  regular  as  the  a<ftion,  our 
purpofes  muft  be  fanftified ,  and  our  thoughts  holy  >  we  muft  love  our 
Neighbour,  aswellas  lelieve  him,  and  choofe  juftice  with  adhelion  of 
the  niinde,  as  well  as  carry  her  upon  the  palmes  of  our  hands.  And 
therefore  the  Prophets  foretelling  the  kingdome  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the 
ftate  of  this  religion,  call  it  a  writing  the  Lawes  of  GOD  in  our  hearts.  And 
S.  F4ul  diftinguifties  the  Gofpel  from  the  Law  by  this  onely  meafure.  We 
are  all  Ifraelites^  of  thefeed  of  Abraham ,  heires  of  the  fame  inheritance,  onely 
now  we  are  not  to  be  accounted  Jewes  for  the  outward  conformity  to  the 
Law,but  for  the  inward  confent  and  obedievice  to  thofe  purities,which  were 
fecretly  fignified  by  the  types  of  Mofes.  They  of  the  Law  were  yen^es  out' 
Rm,2*l2ylp.  T^^^dlyy  their  circumcifton  was  outward  in  theflejh,  their  praife  was  of  men :  We 
are  Jewes  inwai'dly,  our  Circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart,  jn  thef^irh^  and  not 
in  the  letter,  and  our  praife  is  of  GOD ,  that  is,  we  are  not  judged  by  the  out- 
ward a^,  but  by  the  mind  and  intention*,  and  though  the  a^s  muft  fol- 
low inallinftances,  where  we  can,  and  where  they  are  required,  yet  it  is 
the  leffe  principall,  and  rather  fignificative,  then  by  its  owne  ftrength,  and 
energie  operative,  and  accepted. 
5.  S.  Clemens  oi  Alexandria  faith,  the  Pharilees  rightcoufnelfe  confifted  ia 

the  not  doing  evill,  and  that  CHRIST  fnperadded  this  alfo,  that  we  muft: 
Virtus  eft  vitio    doe  the  contrary  good,  and  fo  exceed  the  Pharifaicall  meafure.     They 

jcaruirte. would  not  wrong  a  Jew,  nor  many  times  relieve  him ',  they  reckoned  their 

optiiiuseft  qui  innocence  by  not  giving  offence,  by  walking  blameleire,by  not  being  ac- 
imnimis  urgetur.  ^^^^^  ^^^^^,^  ^^^  j^^^^^  rjj.|.jj^g  j^  ^^^  g^^.^^  of  their  cities.  But  the  balance^ 

in  which  the  Judge  cf  quick  and  dead  weighes  Chriftians,  i  s  not  onely  the 
avoiding  evill,  but  doing  good  *,  the  following  peace  with  all  men  and  hdi- 
neffe;  the  proceeding  from  faith  to  faith -,  the  adding  vertue  to  vertue ',  the 
perfevering  in  all  holy  converfation,  and  godlmeffe.  And  therefore  S.  Paul 
commending  the  grace  of  univerfall  charity,  fayes,  that  Love  worketh  no  ill 
-  to  his  Neighbour,  therefore  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law  :  implying,  that 

Jiwn.1 5.10.  ^^^  p^.  j^^^  intention  of  the  Law  was,  that  every  mans  right  be  fecured,Aac 
no  man  receive  wrong.  And  indeed  all  the  Decalogue  confifting  of  prohi- 
bitions,  rather  then  precepts,  faving  that  each  Table  hath  one  pofitive 
Commandment,  does  not  obfcurely  verifie  the  do^rinc  of  S.  Clements  in- 
terpretation :  Now  becaufethe  Chriftian  charity  abftaines  from  doing  all 
injury,  therefore  it  is  the  ful^Uing  of  the  Law  '-,  but  bccaufe  it  is  alfo  pati- 
ent, and  liberall,  that  it  fufters  long ,  and  is  kinde,  therefore  the  cha- 
rity commanded  in  CHRISTS  Law  exceeds  that  charity  whieh  the  Scribes 
aud  Pharifees  reckoned  as  part  of  their  righteoufneffe.  But  jESUS  himfeif 
does  with  great  care  in  the  particulars  inftance  in  what  he  would  have  the 
Difciples  to  be  eminent  above  the  moft  ftrift  feft  of  the  Jewifti  religion  : 
I.  In  praaifmg  the  morall  precepts  of  die  Decalogue  with  aftri^er  inter- 
pretation :  2.  And  in  qui  tring  the  permiffions  and  licences,  which  for  the 
fcardiicfle  of  thek  hemMofis  gave  them  as  indulgences  to  their  perfons 
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aad  fccuritics  againft  the  contempt  of  too  fevere  Lawcs.  ^^^  jj^ 

The  feveiity  cf  expofition  was  added  but  to  three  Commandments,  and L 

in  three  indulgences  the  permifiion  was  taken  away.  Butbecaufe  our  great  ^. 

Lawgiver  repeated  alio  other  parts  of  the  Decalogue  in  his  ^  after  fermons,  ,  ,    p 
I  will  rcprtfcnt  in  this  one  view  all  that  he  made  to  be  Chriltian  by  ^"^•^^'-^o* 

adoption.  Z''''^''^i 

The  l^rfr   Commandmerit  CHRIST  often  repeated,  and  inforcedas  ™-i9- i*' 
being  the  baf  s  of  all  religion,  and  the  firft  endeerementof  all  that  relation,  ^om,i^.  9. 
whereby  we  are  capable  cfbeing  the  fous  of  GOD,  as  being  the  great  7* 

commandment  of  the  Law,  and  comprehcnfive  of  all  that  duty  we  owe  •   ^ 

to  GOD  in  the  relations  of  the  vertue  of  religion  [  Heare  0  Jfrael'-,  the  Lerd 
thy  GOD  hone    LORD.  And  thou  jMt  kve  the  LORD  thy  GOD  with  all  ■^f'^*-  22.37. 
thme  hearty  ami  mth  all  thyfoule^  and  with  all  thy  mind^nd  with  all  thy  firength']  Mar. 12.^0, 
This  i*  the  firft  commanderiient,  that  is,  this  comprehends  all  that  which -^^t- 1  o«  27- 
is  morail  and  eternall  in  the  firft  table  of  the  Decalogue. 

The  duties  of  this  Commandment  are,[i,Jto  worftiip  GOD  alone  8, 

with  a<^ions  proper  to  him,  and,  [2  J  to  love  and  fg  J  obey  him  with  all 
our  faculties,  [i  J  concerning  worfliip.  The  a<^ions  proper  to  the  honou* 
of  GOD  are  to  ofler  facrifice,  inccnfe  and  oblations,  making  vowes  to  him, 
(wearing  by  his  name,  as  the  inftrument  of  fecret  teftimony,confefring 
his  incommunicable  attributes ,  and  praying  to  him  for  thofe  graces,  which 
aic  eHentially  annexed  to  his  difpenfation,  as  remifTion  of  finnes,  giftsof 
thelpirit,  and  the  grace  of  fandification,  and  life  eternall.  Other  a<^  of 
religion,  fuch  as  are  uncovering  the  head,  bowing  the  knee,  falling  upon 
our  face,  ftooping  to  the  ground,  reciting  praifes,  arc  by  the  confenc 
of  nations  ufed  as  teftimonies  of  civill  or  religious  veneration,  and  doe 
not  alwayes  paffc  for  confefTions  of  a  Divinity,  and  therefore  may  be 
without  finne  vfed  to  Angels  of  Kings,  or  Governours,  or  to  perfons 
in  any  fence  more  excellent  then  our  (elves,  provided  they  be  intended 
to  exprefiean  excellency  no  greater  then  is  proper  to  rheir  dignities, 
and  perfons,  nor  in  any  fenfe  given  to  an  idol,  or  falfe  Gods?  but  the  firft 
fort,  are  fuch  which  all  the  world  hathconfenredtobe  ai^ions  of  Divine 
and  incommunicable  adoration,  and  fuch  which  GOD  alfo  in  feverall 
religions  hathrefervedas  his  owne  appropriate  regalities,  and  are  idolatry, 
if  given  to  any  Angel  or  man. 

The  next  duties  are  [2  J  Love.     [3]  and  obedience^  but  they  are  uni-  ^. 

tedintheGofpel.  Jhisislove.^  that  vre  keep  his  CormktndementSj  and  fince 
we  are  for  GODS  fake  bound  alfo  to  love  others,  this  love  is  appropriate  to 
GOD  by  the  exrcnfion  of  parts,  and  the  intention  of  degrees.  The  exren- 
fion  fignines  that  we  muft  ferve  GOD  with  all  our  faculties  j  for  all  divitlon 
of  parts  is  hypocrifie,  and  a  dire(^  prevarication*,  oui"  heart  m.uO:  think  what 
our  tongue  fpeakes,  our  hands  a<^  what  we  promifecr  purpofe  •,  and  Gods 
enemies  murt  have  no  fliarefo  much  as  in  appearance  or  difliniuhtion. 
Kow  no  creature  can  challenge  this ',  and  if  we  dee  juftice  to  our  neigh- 
bours though  unwillingly,  we  have  done  him  no  injury  *,  for  in  that  cafe 
he  onely  who  fees  the  irregularity  of  our  thoughts,is  the  peifon  injurcdjand 
when  we  fweare  to  him,  our  heart  mufl:  fwearc  as  well  as  our  tongue  ',  and 
our  hand  muft^  pay,  wh^r  our  lips  hare  promifed  *,  or  elfe  we  provoke  him 
with  an  imperfeA  facrifice :  we  love  him  not  with  all  our  snind,  with  all 
©ur  ftrength,and  all  our  faculties. 

But 
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But  the  difficulty  and  queftion  of  this  Commandment  lyes  in  the  in- 
tention •,  for  it  is  not  enough  to  ferve  GOD  with  every  capacity,  paiTion, 
and  faculty  j  but  it  muft  be  every  degree  of  every  faculty,  all  the  latitude 
of  our  will,  all  the  whole  intenfion  of  our  pafTions,  all  the  poflibility , 
and  energy  of  our  fenfes ,  and  our  underftanding,  which  becaufeit  is  to 
beundcrftood  according  to  that  moderate  fentence,  and  account,  which 
GOD  requires  of  usfet  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  condition  fo  attended,  and 
deprefi'ed  and  prejudiced,  the  full  fenfe  of  it  I  fhall  exprefle  in  fcverall  pro- 
pofitions. 

I.  The  intenfion  of  the  love  to  which  we  arc  obliged  requires  not  the 
degree,  which  is  abfolutely  the  greateft,  and  fimply  the  moft  perfcd".   For 
there  are  degrees  of  grace,  eveiy  one  of  which  is  pleafing  to  GOD,  and 
isaftateof  reconciliation,  and  atonement,  and  he  that  breaks  not  the 
bruifedreed,  or  quenches  the  fmoaking  flax,  loves  to  cherifh  thofe  endea- 
vours ,  which  beginning  from  fmall  principles  paflcs  through  the  variety 
of  degrees,  and  gives  demonftration,  that  though  it  be  our  duty  to  contend 
for  the  beft ,  yet  this  contention  is  with  an  enemy ,  and  that  enemy 
makes  an  abatement,  and  that  abatement  being  an  imperfed^ion  rather 
than  a  fmne,  is  aftually  confiftent  with  a  ftate  of  grace,the  endeavour  being 
in  our  power,  and  not  thefuccelTe  j  the  perfe<ftion  is  that,  which  fhall  be 
our  reward,  and  therefore  is  not  our  prefent  duty.  And  indeed  if  to  do  the 
beft  ad:ion,  and  to  love  GOD  as  we  fhall  do  in  heaven,  were  a  prefent  ob- 
ligation, it  would  have  been  clcarely  taught  us,  what  is  fimply  the  beft 
aSion ;  whereas  now  that  which  is  of  it  felf  better,  in  certain  circumflances 
islelfeperfeft,  and  fometimes  not  lawfull,  and  concerning  thofe  circum- 
ftances  we  have  no  rules,  nor  any  guide  but  prudence,  and  probable  in- 
ducements J  fo  that  it  is  certain  in  our  beft  endeavours,  we  fliould  onely 
increafe  our  fcruplcs  inftead  of  doing  adions  of  the  higheft  perfe<?lions,we 
fhould  ered  a  tyranny  over  our  confciences,  and  no  augmentation  of  any 
thing  but  the  trouble.  And  therefore  in  the  Law  ofMofes,  when  this  Com- 
mandment was  given  in  the  fame  words,  yet  that  the  fenfe  of  it  might  be 
clear,the  analogy  of  the  law  declared,thar  their  dut}'  had  a  latitude,ind  thac 
GOD  was  not  fo  ftrift  a  task-mafter,  but  that  he  left  many  inftances  of  piety 
to  the  voluntary  devotion  of  his  fervants,  that  they  might  receive  the  re- 
ward of  free-will  offerings.  But  if  thefe  words  had  obliged  them  to  the  grea- 
teft degree,  that  is,  to  all  the  degrees  of  our  capacities  in  every  inftance  j 
every  aft  of  religion  had  been  duty  and  neceOity.     And  thus  alfo  it  was  in 
Gofpel,  Ananias  and  Saphira.  were  killed  by  fentence  from  heaven  fci  not 
performing  what  was  in  their  power  at  firft  not  to  have  promifed  *,  but  be- 
caufethey  brought  an  obligation  upon  themrelves,which  God  brought  not, 
^  Cor*  11.8.    and  then  prevaricated,  they  paid  the  forfeiture  of  their  lives.  S.  Paul  took 
no  wages  of  the  Corinthian  Churches,  but  wrought  night  and  day  with  his  own 
hand,  but  himfelf  fayes  he  had  power  to  do  otherwife.  There  was  laid  upon 
him  a  neceflity  to  preach,  but  no  necefTity  to  preach  without  wages  and 
fupporr.    There  is  zgood  and  a  better  in  virginity  &  niarriage,and  yet  there 
is  no  command  in  either,but  that  we  abftain  from  finjwe  are  left  to  our  own 
I  &«^7.  3/*     eledion  for  the  pamcuhr^having  no  neceffjty^but  power  in  our  wiLDavid  przy- 
edfeven  times  a  day^znd  Daniel  ipnyed  three  times,&:  both  were  beloved  of 
God.The  Chriftian  mafters  were  not  bound  to  manumit  their  flaves,and  yet 
were  commended  if  they  did  fo.Sometimes  the  Chriftians  fled  in  perfecu- 

tioH, 
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tion  S.  Paul  did  ro,and  S,Peter  o'id  fo,ancl  S.  Cyprian  did  fo,and  S.Athandfius     ^^^   j  j^ 

sad  many  more.But  time  was,when  fomc  of  thefe  alfochofe  to  fultcr  death, * 

rather  then  tafly.  And  if  to  fly  be  a  pcrinifiion  8c  no  duty,tlierc  is  certainJy 
a  diflcrence  of  degrees  in  the   choice :  to  fly  is  not  fo  great  a  fuftcring  a^ 
to  dye,  and  yetaman  may  innocently  choofe  the  eafier.  And  cuf  Blelfed 
LORD  hinifelf  who  never  faild  of  any  degree  of  his  obligations,  yet  at 
lome  time  prayed  with  morezcale  and  fervour  thenar  other  times,  as  a 
littJc  before  his  pafFion:  fnce  then  at  atl  times  he  did  not  do  anions  of 
that  degree,  which  isabfolutly  the  greatcfl,  it  is  evident  that  GODS 
f.ooineife  is  fo  grear,as  to  be  content  withfucha  love,  which  parts  no  fhare 
between  him  and  finne  and  leaves  all  the  reft  under  fuch  a  liberty,  as 
isonely  incouraged  by  tliofe  extraordinary  rewards,  and  crowncs  propor- 
tioned to  heroicall  endeavo^urs.  It  was  a  pretty  Queftion,  which  was  moved 
in  the  folitiides  ofNitria  concerning  two  religious  Brothers?  the  one  gave 
all  his  goods  to  the  poore  at  once,  the  other  kept  the  inheritance  and 
gave  all  the  revenue.  None  of  all  the  Fathers  knew,  which  was  abfo-  f^Jfi^f-Lmjlac. 
lutely  the  better  ,  at  once  to  renounce  all,  or  by  a  repetition  of  charita- 
ble ads  to  divide  it  into  portions  :  One  ad:  of  charity  in  an  heroicall  de- 
gree, oranhabituall  charity  in  the  degree  of  vertue.  This  inftanceis  pro- 
bation enough,  that  die  opinion  of  fuch  a  neceflity  of  doing  the  beft  adion 
fmplyand  indefinitely  is  impoflible  to  be  fafely  aded,  bccaufe  itis  im- 
poffible  to  be  underftood.  Two  talents  fhall  be  rewarded,  gnd  fo  fliall 
five,  both  in  their  proportions',  He  that  [owes  fparingly /ball  reap  fparinely^ 
but  he  fhall  reap,  every  man  ashepurpsfes  in  his  hurt^fi  let  him  give.  The 
beft  adion  fhall  have  the  beft  reward,  and  though  he  is  happieft,  who  F*?  ti  ^yOu 
rifes  higheft,  yet  he  is  not  fafefk,  that  enters  into  the  ftate  of  difproportion  s-6»  fs'/>o/u«»oi 
to  hisperfon.  I  find  in  the  lives  of  the  later  reputed  faints,  that  S. /frei/4  Sr»  ^w  >»(w^ 
alefu  made  a  vow  to  do  every  thing,  which  fhe  fhouldjudg^r  to  be  the  .^^nc^fUr^f 
beft.  I  will  not  judge  theperfon,  nor  cenfure  the  adion,  becaufe  poifibly  Epj^ct.cj^,,. 
her  inteiition,  anddefires  were  ofgreateft  fandityi  butwhofoever  con- 
fiders  the  ftory  of  her  life,  and  the  ftrange  repugnancies  in  the  life  of  man 
to  fuch  undertakings  muft  needs  fearc  to  imitate  an  adion  of  fuch  danger^ 
and  fingularity.  The  advice  which  in  this  cafe  is  fafefl  to  be  followed  is,   - 
that  weimploy  our  greareft  induftry,  that  we  fall  not  into  finne,  and 
adions  of  forbidden  nature ',  and  then  ftrive  by  parts,  and  fteps ,  and 
with  much  warinefie,  in  attempering  ourzeale,  to  fuperadde  degrees  of 
cminency,  and  obfervation  of  the  more  perfed:  inftances  of  fandit}',that  ^ 
doing  fome  excellencies  which  GOD  hath  not  commanded, he  may  be  the 
rather  moved  to  pardon  our  prevaricating  fo  many  parts  of  our  ncccflar  y  du- 
ty. If  love  tranfport  us,  and  carry  us  to  adions  fuhlinie  and  heroicall,  let  us  ., . 
follow  fo  good  a  guide  and  palTe  on  with  diligence,aiKl  zeale,  and  prudence,  ^    .  '/'W 
as  farr  as  love  will  carry  us*,  but  let  us  not  U  carried  to  adions  of  great  emi-  *''^   "^  ^> 
nency  and ftridnes  and  unequall feverities  by  fcruple,and  pretence  of  dutyi  *-*^'  *^""'° 
leaft  we  charge  our  mifcarriages  upon  God,  and  call  the  yoke  of  the  Gofpell  •^#*'*  *'*^' 
jnfupportable,and  Chrift  a  hard  Tafk-mafier.  But  we  fliall  pafle  from  vertue 
to  vertue  with  more  fafety,  if  a  fpirituall  guide  cakes  us  by  the  hand*,  onely 
remembering,  that  if  the  Angels  tliemfeives,  and  the  beatified  fouksdoe 
now  and  fliall  hereafter  differ  in  degrees  of  love  and  glory,- it  is  impoffihle, 
the  flate  of  imperfedion  fliould  be  confined  to  the  higheft  love,  &  the  great- 
teft  degree,  and  fuch  as  admits  no  variety,  noincfeai^tordifercaceof:  . 
parts  and  ftations.  2.  Ok?  . 
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rw    T  J  2.  Our  love  to  G  0  D  confifts  not  in  any  one  determinate   degree ,  but 

'      hath  fuch  a  latitude  ?  as  beft  agrees  with  the  condition  of  n\tn-,  who  are 
J  2.  of  variable  natures,  different  afleftions  and  capacities,  changeable  abilities, 

and  which  receive  their  heightnings  and  declenfion?  according  to  a  thoufand 
accidents  of  mortality.    For  when  a  law  is  regularly  prefcribed  to  perfons, 
whofe  varieties ,  and  different  conftitutions  cannot  be  regular  or  unifornje, 
it  is  certain  God  gives  a  great  latitude  of  performance,and  bindcs  not  to  jufk 
atomcs  and  points  j  the  laws  of  GOD  are  like  univerfall  objefts  received  in- 
to the  faculty  ^partly  by  choice,  partly  by  nature ',  but  the  variety  of  perfefti- 
on  is  by  the  variety  of  the  inftruments,  and  difpofvtion  of  therecipient,aHd 
are  excelled  by  each  in  feverall  renfes,and  by  thenifelves  at  feverall  times  j 
and  fo  is  the  praftife  of  our  obedience,  and  the  entertainments  of  the  Divine 
Commandments :  for  fome  are  of  malleable  natures,  others  are  morofe,rome 
are  of  healthfull  and  temperate  conftitutions,  others  are  luftfull,  full  of  fancy, 
full  of  appetite  j  fome  have  excellent  leifure  and  opportunities  of  retire- 
ment, others  are  bufie  in  an  aftive  life,  and  cannot  with  advantages  attend 
to  the  choice  of  the  better  part*,  fome  are  peaceable  and  timorous,and  fome 
are  in  all  infVances  ferene,  orfiers  are  of  tunmltuous,  and  unquiet  fpirits,  and 
thefe  become  opportunities  of  temptation  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other, 
occafionsof  avertue,  but  every  change  of  faculty,  and  variety  of  circum« 
ftance  hath  influence  upon  morality,  and  therefore  their  duties  are  perfonal- 
ly  altered,  and  increafe  in  obligation,  or  are  flackned  by  necelTities  accord- 
ing  to  the  infinite  alteration  of  exteriour  accidents,  &  interionr  pofTibilities. 
3.  Our  love  to  God  muft  be  totally  exclufive  of  an  affe<Sion  to  fin,andin- 
ii»  S^S^  "^  ^P^"  ^  ?>^^''^^  afliduous,  and  laborious  care  to  refift  all  temptations,to 

fubdue  fin,to  acquire  the  habites  of  vertues,and  live  holily,as  it  is  already  ex^ 
preffed  in  the  difcourfe  of  Repentance.  We  mufl:  preferre  GOD  as  the  ob- 
jed  of  our  hopes,  we  muft  choofe  to  obey  him  rather  then  man  ,  to  pleafe 
him  rather  then  fatisfie  our  felves,  and  we  muft  do  violence  to  our  ftrongeft 
pai]ions,when  they  once  conteft  againft  a  Divine  Commandmcnt.If  our  paf- 
fions  are  thus  reguiated,let  them  be  fix'd  upon  any  lawful  objed  whatfoever, 
if  at  the  lame  time  we  preferre  heaven,  and  heavenly  things  ?  that  is,  would 
ratherchoofetoloofeourtemporall  love,  then  our  eternall  hopes  (which 
we  can  beft  difcerne,  by  our  refufing  to  fin  upon  the  follicitation  or  engage- 
ment of  the  tempcrall  objeft)  then  although  we  feel  the  tranfportation  of  g 
fenfual  love  towards  a  Wife  or  childe,or  Friend,  aftuallymore  pungent  and 
fenfible,then  paftions  of  religion  are*,  they  are  leffe  perfe(^,  but  they  are  not 
criminall.  Our  love  to  God  requires,that  we  do  his  commandments,and  that 
we  do  not  fin,  but  in  other  things  we  are  permi-ted  in  the  condition  of  our 
nature  to  be  more  fenfitively  mov'd  by  vifible  then  by  invifible  and  fpiritnal 
objcif^s.  Onely  this,  we  muft  ever  have  a  difpofition,  and  a  minde  prepared 
to  quit  our  fenfitive  and  pleafant  obje<^5,  rather  then  quit  a  grace,or  commit 
a  finne.  Every  aft  of  finne  is  againft  the  love  of  God^  and  every  man  does 
f  '  many  fingle  anions  of  hoft!lity,and  provocation  againft  himjbut  the  ftate  of 

'  the  love  of  God  is  that,which  we  aftually  call  the  ftate  of  grace.  When  Chrift: 

reigns  inus,and  fin  does  notreign,but  thefpirit  is  quickned,and  the  luftsare 
mortifiedjwhen  we  are  habitually  vertuous,and  do  afts  of  piety,temperance 
and  juftice,frequently,eafily,cheerfully,and  with  a  fucceftive,conftant,morall 
and  humane  i  nduftry  according  to  the  talent  which  God  hath  intrufted  to  us 
•  in  the  banks  of  nature  and  grace,  Then  we  are  in  the  love  of  God :  then.we 

love 
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hve  himwuh  all  our  heart.  But  if  fin  growes  upon  us,ancl  is  committed  more      p^^.  jj, 
frcqucntIy,or  gets  a  vicftory  with  Itlk  (lifiiciiIty,or  is  obeyed  more  rcadily,or  __,..™^ 
cntertaiucd  with  a  freer  coniplacency,then  we  love  notGod,as  he  requires? 
we  divide  between  him  and  finjand  God  is  not  the  Lord  of  all  our  faculties. 
But  the  inftances  of  Scriprure  are  the  beft  expofition  of  this  Command' 
ment'.For  David  followed  God  with  all  his  heart  to  do  that  which  -was  right  in  his 
eyes  •,  and  J'ofiah  turned  to  the  Lord  with  all  his  hearty  and  with  all  his  foule^  and  l  King.  14.  9. 
■with  all  his  might.  Both  thefe  kings  did  it,  and  yet  there  was  fome  imperfe- 
(t\o\\  in  D<iL7t/,and  more  violent  receflions  •,  for  fo faith  the  Scripture  of  ^      '**  ^5*  25. 
Jofiahy  like  unto  him  was  there  no  King  before  him  j  from  which,  thefe  two  co- 
rollaries are  certainly  dcducible,  that  to  love  GOD  with  all  our  heart  ad- 
mits variety  of  degrecs,and  the  lower  degree  is  yet,a  love  with  all  our  heart, 
&  yet  to  love  God  requires  a  holy  life,  a  diligent  walking  in  the  Command- 
ments, either  according  to'ihe  fenfe  of  innocence,  or  of  penitence,  either 
by  firft  orfecond  counfels  j  by  the  fpirit  of  regeneration,  or  the  fpirit  of 
renovation  and  reftitution  :  The  fum  is  thisithe  fenfe  of  this  precept  is  fuch 
as  may  be  reconciled  with  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  but  not  with  a  vice 
in  our  manners,  with  thcreceffion  of  finglea<^s,feldome  done,and  alwayes 
difputed  againfr,  and  long  fought  with,  but  not  with  an  habituall  averfation 
Ota  ready  obedience  to  fm,  or  an  eafie  viftory. 

This  Commandment  being  the  fum  of  the  nrft  Table,  had  in  Mofes  Law  1 5. 

particular  inftances,  which  CHRIST  did  not  infcTt  into  his  inftitution,  and 
he  added  no  other  particular,  but  that  which  we  call  the  third  Command-  i  ^• 

m^nt  concerning  veneration  and  reverence  to  the  Name  of  G  O  D.  The  '2.  Cojnmandm^ 
otlier  two,  T;i:^.  concerning  Images  and  the  Sabbath  have  fome  fpeciall^  wA't^H;  race/i- 
conliderations.  x.^m^c  k,  y\api: 

The  Jewes  received  daily  offence  againft  the  Catechifmes  of  fome  Chur-  £>W  r^V^f ,  Ca- 
ches, who  in  the  recitation  of  the  Decalogue  omit  the  fecond  Command-  }pu<^Uv ,  k,  «% 
ment,  as  fuppofing  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  firft  according  as  we  account  them-,  iyiu-n^tixv  U 
and  their  oftence  rifes  higher,  becaufe  they  obferve,  that  in  the  New  TeOa.  t«  ;yc'?'  tivii^ 
ment,  where  the  Decalogue  is  fix  times  repeated  in  fpeciall  recitation,  and  ir^y^^^ai  <^«\«. 
in  fummaries,  there  is  no  word  prohibiting  the  making,reta{ning,or  refpeft  ox ,  yhilo  dv 
of  images.  Concerning  which  things  Chriftians  confider,  that  GOD  forbad  Gigant.  Vide 
to  the  Jewes  the  very  having  and  making  images,  and  reprefentments,  not  Exod.  54. 1 2. 
only  of  the  true  GOD,or  of  falfe  and  imaginary  deities,  but  of  vifible  crea-  De«t.4.i6.  ^ 
tares  j  which  becaufe  it  was  but  of  temporary  reafon,  and  relative  confide-  7.f.i/.  10.^ 
ration  of  their  apmefie  to  fuperfiition  "^and  their  converfing  with  idolatrous  Kumb.  27^$2 
nations,was  a  command  proper  to  the  nation,  part  oftheirCovenant,not  of  "^  Imoetecch 
efienciall,  indifpenfableand  eternal  1  reafon,  not  of  that,  which  we  ufually  fia^.  Kovpmh. 
call  the  law  of  nature.  Of  which  alfo  GOD  gave  teftimony,  becaufe  \\\m{c]('ct:lebrat  Mar^ 
commanded  the  fignes  and  rcprelentment  of  Seraphim,  to  be  fet  upon  the  tyrium  Claudii 
Mercy.-feat,toward  which  the  Prieft  and  the  people  made  their  addrelTcs  in  Nicojirati  d^ 
their  religious  adorations  ^  and  of  the  brafen  Serpent,  to  which  thev  lookt,  focioru%  qui- 
when  they  called  to  God  for  help  againft  the  fting  of  tiie  vcnemous'  fnakes.  aim  pi/jtiftm 
Thtfe  mltances  tell  us,  that  to  make  pidures  or  flatues  of  creatures  is  not  fueraat  ftatu^^. 
againft  a  naturall  reafon,and  that  they  may  have  ufes,which  are  profitaMe,as  mi  mrtem     ■ 
well  as  be  abufcd  to  danger,&:  fuperftirion.  Now  although  the  nature  of  that  potius  ferre  ,    ' 
people  was  apt  to  the  abufe,  and  their  entercourfe  with  the  nations  in  their  cjuam  Gentili- 
conhnes  was  too  great  an  invitation  to  entertain  the  danger,vet  Chrifiianity  bus  finmlachra. 
fiatn  lo  tarre  removed  that  danger,  by  the  analogy  and  defignc  of  the  relf-  facere  malue-- 

gion  rnut. 


112        Dlfc.f.  OF   THE    DECALOGUE. 

ParMI       S^°"'  by  clear  dcxSrines,  reve^r.ions,  ami  infinite  treadires  of  wifdome, 
^  and  demonftrations  of  the  fpinr,  that  our  bleffed  Law-giver  thought  it 

notneceflary  to  remove  us  from  (uperftition  by  a  prohibition  of  the  ufc 
of  images,  and  pidures.     And  therfore  left  us  to  the  fenfe  of  the  great 
commsnGmcnt,  and  the  diftates  of  right  reafon,  to  take  care,  rhatwc 
do  not  diflionour  the  invifible  GOD  with  vif;bIereprefentations  of  what 
we  never  faw ,  nor  cannot  under ftand.j  nor  yet  convey  any  of  GODS 
incommunicable  worfhip  in  the  forenamed  iiiftances  to  any  thing  but 
himfelf.     And  for  the  matter  of  images  we  have  no  other  rule  left  us  in  the 
new  teftament '-,  the  rules  of  reafon  and  nature ,  and  the  other  pjits  of  the 
infiirution  are  abundantly  fufficient  for  our  fecurity-     And  poffibly  Saint 
Paul  might  rciite  to  this,  when  he  affirmed  concerning  the  fift ,  that/f 
was  thefirfi  Commandment  mth  pTomife.     For  in  the  fccond  Commandment 
to  the  Jews,  as  there  was  a  great  threatni ng,  foalfoa  greater  promife  of 
fhewing  mercy  to  a  thoufand  generations.     But  becaufe  the  body  of  this 
Com.mandment  was  not  tranfcribed  into  the  Chriftian  Law ,  the  firft  of 
the  Decalogue,  which  we  retain ,  and  in  which  a  promife  is  inferred  ,  is 
the  fift  Commandent.    And  therefore  the  wifdome  of  the  Church  wasre- 
markeable  in  the  variety  of  fentences  concerning  the  permifTion  of  images. 
At  firft,  when  they  were  blended  in  the  danger,  and  impure  mixtures  of 
Gcntiliime ,  and  men  were  newly  recovered  from  the  fnarc ,  and  had  the 
reliques  of  a  long  cuftome  to  fuperftitious  and  falfe  worfhippings ,  they 
endured  no  images ,  but  meerly  civill  •,  but  as  the  danger  ceafed  9  and 
Chriftiani ty  prevailed,  they  found,  that  piftures  had  a  naturall  ufe  of  good 
concernment ,  to  move  lefie.  knowing  people  by  the  reprefentment  and 
declaration  of  a  ftory  *,  and  then  they  knowing  themfelves  permitted  to 
the  liberties  of  Chriftianity  and  thereftfaintsof  nature  and  reafon,  and 
not  being  ftill  weak  under  prejudice,  and  childifh  dangers ,  butfcMrtified 
by  the  excellency  of  a  wife  religion  ,  took  them  into  lawfull  ufes ',  doing 
lionour  to  Saints ,  as  unto  the  abfent  Emperours  according  to  the  cuftome 
of  the  Empire;  theyere<Sed  ftatues  to  their  honour ,  and  ti'anfcribed  a 
hiftory,  and fometimes a  precept  into  a  table,  by  figures  making  more 
lafting  impeffions ,  then  by  words  and  fentences ',  while  the  Church  ftood 
within  thefe  limits  ftie  had  naturall  reafon  for  her  warrant,  and  the  cuftome 
of  the  fevcrall  countryes ,  and  no  precept  of  CHRIST  to  counter- 
niandif.  They ,  who  went  further  were  unrcafonable ,  and  according  10 
the  degree  of  that  excefle  were  fuperftitious. 
^   .  }Z'  .         '^^^  Duties  of  this  Commandment  are  learned  by  die  intents  of  it;  for 
'•'  '^^^f*'"  it  was  direftedagainft  the  falfe  rdigion  of  the  nations  ,  wtio  believed  the 
»9ryfx<peii  5      images  of  their  gods  to  be  filled  with  the  Deity ',  and  it  was  alfo  a  caution 
^tvrXnoTui  U    iQ  prevent  our  low  imaginations  of  G  O  D  ,  leaft  we  ftiould  come  to  think 
•«of.  Phjlo      GOD  to  be  like  Man  *,  and  thus  farrc  there  was  indifpenfable ,  andeter- 
4ie  legatione,     nail  reafon  in  the  precept  h  and  this  was  never  lelTened  in  any  thing  by  the 
Fmrjhiu  170  holy  J  E  S  U  S ,  and  obliges  us  Chriftians  to  make  our  addrelTcs  and  wor- 
4nms  tanpla. 

quidem  adificabant  {^Romm']  fimHlachrum  vero  nullum  ejigUtum  faciebantj  perinde  atquenefas 
tffet  meliordper  deteriorum  fimilitudines  exprimere ,  Plutarch.  Numa.    '^i<t  -^  <«  tktc  ,  ft^^ 

r/r«   rirt  tic   'to    hsofx  mXxBtif  ^ajfYtitn    »5r  iX'**y  »/'*»«*'  '^"^  "V'  '^^  ^f*^^  '  '*^'  *•'  ^**  rttffdf 

fhippings 
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dippings  to  RO  GODJhk  the  GOD  of  the  ChriPaans^jhat  !?,'>Fal}  the  workh      ^  ^^ 

and  not  to  do  this  in,  or  K>cfore  an  image  of  hiiu,  became  he  cdnnot  be  re-  . _ 

prefcnrcd.  For  the  images  of  CHRIST  and  his  Saints,  they  con-e  noi  into 
either  of  the  two  conliderations ,  and  ^c  are  to  under ftand  our  dury  by  the 
proportions  of  cur  reverence  to  G  O  D,  eyprefled  in  the  great  Command- 
ment. Our  Fathers  in  Chriftianity,  as  I  cb'ervednow,  made  no  fcruple  of 
uf^ng  the  images  and  pidures  of  their  Princes,  and  learned  men  h  which  the 
jewts  underftood  to  be  forbidden  to  them  in  the  Commandn'.cnt ',  Then 
rfiey  admitted  even  in  the  utentMs  of  the  Church  fome  ca-kturcs  and  en- 
gravings. Such  was  that  Teriullian  fpeaks  of ,  the  good  Shepherd  in  the  chit- 
lice  ',  afterwards  they  admitted  pid:ures,  but  not  before  the  time  ofConftdn- 
tine^  for  in  the  Cournzell  o( Eliberis^thty  were  forbidden  •,  and  in  fucceffion 
of  time  the  fcruples  lefiened  with  the  danger,  and  all  the  way  they  fignificd 
their  beliefc  to  be,  that  this  Commandment  was  onely  fo  farre  retained  by 
CHRIST,  as  it  relyed  upon  naturall  reafon,  or  was  a  particular  inftance  of 
the  great  Commandment,  that  is,  images  were  forbidden,  where  they  did 
diflionour  GOD,  or  lelfen  his  reputation,  or  eftrange  our  duties,  or  became 
Idols,or  the  direft  matter  of  fuperftitions  obfervances,charmes,or  fenfelefle 
confidences  y  but  they  were  permitted  toreprefent  the  humanity  of  Chrift:, 
to  remember  Saints  and  Martyrs,to  recount  a  ftory ,  to  imprint  a  memory, 
rodoe  honour  and  reputation  to  abfentperfons,  and  to  be  the  inftruments 
of  a  relative  civility  and  efteem.  But  in  this  particular,  infinite  caie  is  to  b« 
taken  of  fcandall,and  danger,  of  a  forward  and  zealous  ignorance;  or  of  2 
mif^aking  and  peevifli  confidence*,  and  where  a  lociety  hath  fuch  perfons 
in  it,the  little  good  of  images  muft  not  be  violently  retained  with  the  grea- 
ter danger  and  certain  oflence  of  fuch  perfons,  of  whom  confidcrarion  is  to 
be  had  in  the  cure  of  foules.  I  only  adde  this,  that  the  firft  Chriftians  made 
no  fcruple  of  faluring  thef\atuesof  their  Princes,  and  were  confident,  it 
made  no  intrenchment  upon  the  nanirall  prohibition  contained  in  this 
Commandmenr,bccaufe  they  had  obferved,  that  cxteriour  inclinations,and 
addrefies  of  the  body,though  in  the  loweft  manner,were  not  proper  to  God  q^-  .»  .  ^, 
but  in  Scripture  found  alfo  to  be  communicated  to  Creatures,  to  Kings,  to  q  '  J".* .  ,* 
Prophets,  to  parents,  to  religious  perfon*-,  and  becaufc  they  found  it  to  be  v^  *-  ' 
death  to  do  aflj-ont  to  the  piftures  and  fVatues  of  their  Emperors, they  con-  ^  .^'  ^ 
eluded  in  reafon  (which  they  alfo  faw  verified  by  the  pra<ftifc  and  opinion  {Sam  20  it 
of  all  the  world)  that  the  refpe^  they  did  at  the  Emperours  f^atue  wasacv  j  ^-  *  "J/ 
cepred  as  a  veneration  to  his  perfon  •,  but  thefc  things  are  but  fparingly  to  ^'  *  ° 
be  drawne  into  religion,  becaufe  the  cuftomes  of  this  world  are  altcred,and 
their  opinions  new  ;  and  many  who  have  not  weak  underftandings,  have 
weak  confciences ',  and  the  necefTity  for  the  entertainment  of  chem  is  not  fo 
great,  as  the  offence  is  or  may  be. 

Thoujhdt  not  take  the  Name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain.~\  This  cm  blcfled  ' '^* 

Saviour  repeating  exprelfes  it  thus.  It  hath  been  faid  to  them  of  old  time,  ^'Commmukt* 
thonJf)alt  mtforfwear  thyfelf',  to  which  CHRIST  addes  out  of  Numb.  90.  2. 
But  thoujhah  perfortn  thy  oaths  unto  the  Lord.  The  meaning  of  the  one  we  arc 
taught  by  the  other.  We  muft  not  invocate  the  Name  of  GOD  in  any  pro- 
mife  in  vain,  that  is,  with  a  lye,  which  happens  either  out  of  levity,that  we 
change  our  purpofe,  which  at  firft  we  really  intended  *,  or  when  our  inten- 
tion at  that  inftant  was  fallacious,  and  contradiftory  to  the  undertaking. 
This  is  to  take  the  Name  of  G  O  D ,  that  is,  to  ufc  it,  to  take  it  into  our 

^H  h  moQ,^ 
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Part  I  i .     i^oi^vhes  for  vmt^f. ',  that  is ,  according  to  the  perpetuall  ftyle  of  Scripture , 

, 1_  for  a  lye-     Every  me  hath  (foken  vanity  to  his  neighbour ,  that  is,  he  hath  lyed 

unto  him  :  for  fo  it  foUowes,  with  flattering  lipSy^  and  with  a  double  heart  •,  and 
Ffal.  1 2.  2.  [weaving  deceitfully  is  by  the  Pfalmift  called  lifting  «]>  /;//  fcul  unto  vanity.  And 
Tfd,  24-  4.  philo  the  Jew,  who  well  underftood  the  Law,  and  ihe  language  of  his  nati- 
on, renders  the  fenfe  of  this  Commandment  to  be  to  call  GOD  to  vcitnejfe  to  4 
^x  Uti^ii  'fki'  b^-i  ^»id  this  is  to  be  tinderftood  onely  in  promifes  j  for  fo  C  H  R  I  S  T  ex- 
fi^t-TO/w  tlw  pliiins  it  by  the  appendix  out  of  the  Law,  thou  fha't per forwe  thy  Oaths  :  For, 
4yx^'  c^'*  iyinghi  judgement,  which  is  alfo  with  an  oath ,  or  taking  GODS  name 
t^r'^e^ '6  fi9(-  forwicnelTc,  is  forbidden  in  the  ninth  Commandment-  To  this,  CHRIST 
x«v  ^%  ■liv-  2dded  a  further  reft raint  ?  for  whereas  by  the  naturall  law  it  was  not  unlaw- 
J'u  d-m  Jvox>-  full  to  fwear  by  any  oath  that  implyed  not  idolatry ,  or  thebeliefeofa  falfe 
•7«T9r  PhJb.  ^^^•>  (  If^y)  ^"7  g^'^ve  and  prudent  oath,  when  they  fpakeagrave 
truth:  and  whereas  it  was  lawfull  for  the  Jewes  in  ordinary  enercourfe  to 
fwear  by  GOD,  fo  they  did  not  fwear  to  a  lye  (  to  which  alfo  fwearing 
Ffal 6^.  II.  t^oan  impertiwency  might  be  reduced  by  a  proportion  of  reafoni)  For 
1  Saim2o.ij*  they  ^  tkit  fwear  by  him^  II}allbecovimended^(2i]dthtV(3.\n\ii\h  ^ndy  fwearing, 
}fai.  I  p.  18.  tethe  LO  KD  of  Hofls,  is  called ,  fpeakjng  the  language  of  Canaan :  Mott 
of  this  was  refcinded ',  C  H  R I  S  T  forbad  all  fA^earing  ,  not  onely 
*V\4  -^  iTi  fwearing  to  a  lye  ,  but  alfo  fwearing  to  a  truth  in  common  afiairs ,  not  one- 
Tw  jt\)tS-«'sc  ly  fwearing  commonly  by  the  Name  of  G  O  D  j  but  fwearing  commonly 
i-mi.  EfchyL  by  heaven^  and  by  the  earth .,  by  our  head  ^  or  by  any  other  oath?  onely  let 
WAoei  KfiJte.  our fpeech be )'?<?,  or  n^/,  that  is  plainly  affirming  or  denying.  Inthefe, 
Mart,  /.I I.  ep.  I  fay ,  CHRIST  corre<Sed  the  licence ,  and  vanities  of  the  Jews  and 
^5.  Gciiitiles.     The  Jews  accounted  it  religion  to  name  GOD,  and  there- 

Iccenegasjo;:  fore  would  not  fwear  by  him,  but  in  more  folemne  occafionsj  but  in  tri- 
Ta.q  e  n.'ini  per  fles ,  and  Ordinary  occurrences ,  they  would  fwear  by  their  Fathers,  or  tlie 
Te  upla  Tonan?  jj^^t  of  heaven,  or  the  ground  they  trod  on.  And  the  Greekes  were  alfo 
Kon  credo  carefull  not  to  fwear  by  the  gods  lightly ,  much  lefie  fallacioufly  *,  but  they 
jara.vcrpc'per  wouldfwear  by  any  thing  about  them  ,  or  neere  them,  upon  an  occafion 
ARc'hiakim,iJ  as  vain  as  their  Oath.  But  becaufe  thefe  oaths  are  eitherindiredly  tobc 
eftjperElohim^  referred  to  GOD,  (  and  C  H  R  I  S  T  inftances  in  divers  )  or  elfe  they  are 
Hebrsorum. .  I?  i^^j.^  yain  teftimony  :  or  elfe  they  give  a  Divine  honour  to  a  Creature  by 
lu  "fa'pilnrs .  making  it  a  Judge  of  truth ,  and  difcerner  of  fpirits ,  therefore  CHRIST 
c  27.&S€alig  feems  to  forbid  all  formes  of  fwearing  whatfoever  :  In  puifuancc  of 
deeneBd.tem  in  wiiich  law,  Bafilides  being  converted  at  the  prayers  of  Fotarmdna  a 
appendjibro-  yjjfgjn  Martyr ,  and  required  by  his  fellow  fouldiers  to  fwear  upon  fome 
r^f^'  ~      occafion  then  happening  ,  anfwcred ,  it  was  not  lawfull  for  him  to  fwear, 

h  ^^iTc^v  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  Chriftian ,  and  many  of  the  Fathers  have  followed  the 
f  T  V- '  '"  wcrdsof  CHRIST  in  fo  fevere  a  fenfe ,  that  their  words  fecme  to  admit  no 
,    '        ,     f  exception. 

nscw  Tat  Buthereagrainof  fait muft  betaken  leaft  the  letter  deftroy  the  fpirir. 
^aTuy;^nf-  ^,^(1  it  is  Certain  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S  forbad  a  cuftomc  of  fwearing  j  it  being 
n-m.  Jnterp.iti  g^^at  irreligion  to  defpife  and  leflen  the  Name  of  G  OD,  which  is  the 
w^Th'rh  /<  ^nftr""^^"^  2»f^  conveyance  of  our  adoratior.s  to  him ,  fo  as  to  make  it 
Mujeb.UD.C}-  common  and  applicable  to  trifles,  and  ordinary  accidents  of  our  life. 
tjjt.  cap.  4^  j^^  j.|^^j.  f^vears  often  ,  many  times  fwears  falfe,  and  however  layes  b}^., 
.,  ^^'.  that  reverence,  which  being  due  to  GOD,  the  Scripture  deter- 
VJdeEccm.  j^j^^g  jj.  ^.q  \,f.  ^y^^  ^^  hJ3  Name:  his  T^ame  is  to  be  loved  and  fear- 
a^.p.  II.  13-y^,     And    therefore  CHRIST  commands  that  our  communication 

be 
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be  yea, yea,  or  nay,  \  ay,  thac  is  cur  ord- nary  difccurrts  fhould  be  finiply  af-      p^^  j j^ 

fiiniarivc  or  negative.     2.  Not  onely  cdroniary  f^vear'ng  is  forbidden, L^ 

but  all  fwearing  upon  a  Tiighc  caufe.  S.  bafil  uphraides  fonic  Cliril'tians  his 
conreniporants  with  eyaniple  ciCHnias  the  Pythagorean,  wh' -,  rather  then 
he  would  TA^eare,  futlered  a  mul(^  of  three  talents.  And  all  the  followers  of 
P)thagoras  admitted  no  oath,  unlelTe  the  matter  were  grave,  neceffary,  and 
charitable  j  and  the  wifeft  and  graveft  perfons  among  the  Heathens  were 
very  fevere  in  their  Counfels  concerning  oaths.  5.  But  there  are  fome  ca- 
fes in  which  the  intereft  of  Kingdonies  and  bodies  politick,  peace  and 
confederacies  require  the  fancftion  of  promiifory  oaths,  and  they  whom  we 
are  bound  to  obey,  and  who  may  kill  us  if  we  doe  not,  require  that  their 
interefts  befecuredby  an  oath ',  and  that  in  this  cafe,  and  all  that  are  c- 
quall,  our  blcffed  Saviour  did  not  forbid  oaths,  is  certain,  not  onely  by  the 
example  of  Chriltians,  but  of  all  the  world  before  and  fince  this  prohibiti- 
on, underftanding  it  to  be  of  the  nature  of  fuch  naturall  bands  and  fecuri- 
ties,  without  which  Common-wealths  in  forne  cafes  are  not  eafily  corru 
bined,and  rfierfore  to  be  a  thing  neceflrar)&  therefore  not  to  be  forbidden. 
Now  what  is  by  Chriftians  to  be  efteemcd  a  flight  caufe,  we  may  determine 
by  the  account,  we  take  of  other  things.  The  glory  of  GOD  is  certainly  no 
light  matter,  and  therefore  when  that  is  evidently  and  certainly  concerned, 
not  phantaftically,  and  by  vain  and  imaginary  confequences,  but  by  pru- 
dent, and  true  eftimation,  then  that  we  m.ay  lawfully  fweare,  we  have  S. 
Pauls  exaniple,  who  well  underftood  the  precept  of  his  Mafter,  and  is  noc 
to  be  fuppofed,  eafily  to  have  done  any  violence  to  it  j  but  yet  we  finde 
religious  atfirmation5,and  God  invoked  for  wirnefle,  4/4  record  «;)o«/j7//om/,  jiq^  ,  g 
in  his  Epiftles  t.)  the  Romans,Galatians,  and  Corinthians.  But  thefe  oaths-  ^  cqx  1121 
were  only  affertory.  Tertullkn  affirmeth,  that  Chriftians  refufed  to  fwear  by  Q^l  i  2L  ' 
the  Genius  of  the  Prince,  becaufe  it  was  a  Da-mon  *,  but  they  fware  by  his 
health,  and  their  folemne  oath  was  by  GOD  and  CHRIST,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  theMajefty  of  the  Emperour.  The  Fathers  of  the  Ephefm 
Councellmade  iVf/?on«/ and  K/^or  fweaie,  and  the  Bifhops  at  Chalcedon 
fwore  by  the  health  of  their  Princes.  But  as  S.  Paul  did  it,  when  the  glory 
of  GOD  was  concerned  in  it,  and  the  intereft  of  foules  -,  fo  the  Chriftians 
ufed  to  fwear  in  a  caufe  of  piety,  and  religion,  in  obedience,and  upon  pub- 
lick  command,  or  for  the  ends  of  charity  and  juftice ',  but  this  they  never 
did  in  the  caufes  of  juftice  or  charity,  but  when  they  were  before  a  Magi- 
ftrate ;  Or  if  it  were  in  a  caufe  of  Religion,  and  i  n  matters  of  promife,  they  2<9. 

did  it  not,  but  to  or  in  conmiunities  and  focieties,  obliging  thcmfelves  by  "^'°  »*'  ^  ^'  * 
oath  noc  to  commit  wickedneJTe,  robberies,  facrilcdge,  not  to  deceive  their  ^^«^«i  ^^ , 
truft,  not  to  detain  the  pledge,  which  radier  was  an  aft  of  direft  enter-  '<'^'  ^(«*f  "»' 
courfe  with  GOD,  then  a  folenme  or  religious  obligation  to  man ',  which  "CJ't/s-oi  t** 
very  thing  Pliny  alfo  reports  of  the  Chriftians.  ayt^£t  i  «x>i- 

^     The  fumme  is  this,  fince  the  whole  fubjed  matter  of  this  precept  *"«»  ^  •  *• 
«  oaths  promifTory  or  vowes  ;    all  promifes  with  oathes  are  regularly  ^x*'^^  ''f^ 
forbidden  to  Chriftians,  unlelTe  they  be  made  to  G  OD,  or  G  OD  S  tw  -w^^e/ac  t 
Vicegerent  in  a  matter  not  trifling.     For  in  the  firft  cafe  a  promife  made  4'^'^of,  Tt'ic 
to  G  O  D  ,  and  a  fwearing  by  G  O  D  to  performe  the  promife,  to  him  is  (MKe?ls  Tir$ic 
a   one  >  For  the  Name  of  GOD  being  the  inftrument  and  determination  of  p^m^t^  w>Mce> 
all  our  addre1Ies,we  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  to  God  without  ufing  of  his  '^f^^pir/O- 
Name  explicicely  or  by  iTiipIicatioii>  and  therefore  he  that  promifes  to  God,  S.Baftl  I  de»  ' 

Hh  2  Tm^G^SpmS,^ 
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makes  a  promifc  and  ufes  GODS  name  in  the  proinife ',  the  prom'ife  it  felf 

being  in  the  nature  of  prayer  orfolemne  invocation  of  G  O  D.  In  the  fecond 

cafe,  when  the  publike  neceflity  requires  it,  of  which  wc  are  not  Judges, 
but  are  under  authority,  we  finde  the  lawfuUnefic  by  being  bound  to  bc- 
iJecejjiWtnag-  \\^y^^  q^  nor  to  contradift  the  pretence  of  its  necefnty  j  onely  cai-e  is  to  be 
taken,  that  the  matter  be  grave  or  religious,  that  is,  itistobe  efteemed, 
and  prcfamed  fo  by  us,if  the  oath  be  impofed  by  our  lawfullfuperiours,and 
to  be  cared  for  by  them  ,  or  elfe  it  is  fo  to  be  provided  for  by  our  felves, 
when  our  enterccuife  is  with  GOD,  as  in  vowes  and  promifes  pafied  to 
GOD  •,  being  careful),  that  we  doe  not  otter  to  G  O  D  Goats  haiie,  or  the 
fumes  of  Mufhromes,  or  the  blood  of  Swine,  that  is,  thin£s  either  impious 
or  vain.  But  in  our  communication, that  is,in  ourordinary  entercourfe  with 
men,wemLftprcmifeby  fimpleteftimony,  not  by  religious  adjurations, 
though  a  creature  be  the  inftrument  of  the  oath. 

But  this  forbids  not  alfertory  Oaths  at  all,  or  depofing  in  judgement,  for 
cf  this  CHRIST  fpeaks  not  here,  it  being  the  proper  matter  of  another 
Commandment  j  and  fmce  (as  S.  Paul  affirmes)  an  oath  is  the  end  of  all  con- 
trover  jie,  and  that  the  neceflity  of  Common-wealths  requires  that  a  period 
fhould  be  fixed  to  queftions,  and  a  rule  for  the  neereft  certainty  for  judge- 
ment, whatfoever  is  necefiary  is  not  nnlawfull,  and  CHRIST,  who  came  to 
knit  the  bonds  of  government  fafter  by  the  ftridiure  of  mere  religious  tyes, 
cannot  be  undcrftood  to  have  given  precepts  to  diflblve  the  inftruments  of 
judicature,  and  prudent  government.  But  concerning  alfcrtory  Oaths,  al- 
though they  arc  not  forbidden,  but  fuppofed  in  the  p.  Commandment  to 
be  done  before  our  Judges  in  the  caufe  of  our  Neighbour  •,  yet  becaufc  they 
are  onely  fo  fuppofed,  and  no  way  elfe  mentioned  by  permifBon,  or  inti- 
mation ;►  therefore  they  arc  to  be  eftiniated  by  the  proportions  of  this  pre- 
cept concerning  PromilTory  oaths,  they  may  be  uken  in  judgement  and 
righteoufnelfc  ^  but  neter  lightly,  never  extrajudicially  i  only  a  lelTe  caufc, 
fo  it  be  judicial!  may  authorize  an  aflertory,thcn  a  promiffory  Oath.Becaule 
many  cafes  occurre,  in  which  Peace  and  Jufiice  may  be  concerned,  which 
without  an  Oath  are  indeterminable.  But  there  2re  but  few  neceflities  ro 
contirm  a  Promife  by  an  Oath :  And  therefore  the  revereiKe  of  the  Name 
of  GOD  ought  not  to  be  intrenched  upon  in  accidents  of  little  or  no  necef- 
fity  ',  GOD  not  having  made  many  neceffities  in  this  cafe,  would  not  in  the 
matter  of  Promife  give  leave  to  ufe  his  name,  but  when  an  extraordinary 
cafe  happens.  An  Oath  in  Promifes  is  of  no  ufe  for  ending  queftions,  and 
giving  judiciall  fentences  And  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian,  and  the  word  ofa 
jui\  perfon  will  doe  moft  of  the  work  of  promifes ',  A  nd  i  t  is  very  much  to 
the  difreputation  of  our  religion,  or  our  felves.  if  we  fall  into  hypocrifieand 
deceit ,  or  if  a  ChriO'ian  alTeveration  were  not  of  value  equall  with  an 
'f- 1^  ^^fJiut  Oath.  And  therefore  CHRIST  forbidding  Promiflbiy  Oaths,  and  com- 
^lit-  VffXHi^'  manding  fo  great  fimplicity  offpirit  and  honefly,  did  confonantly  to  the 
«i«/To?  tTwf  «.    defigne,  and  Perfeftion  of  his   Inftitucion,  ^  intending  to  make  is 

X^t'  Hierocl.  vide  Marc.  Anton.  indefcriptionevhihoni.L'^.  fJMTt  tixx  S'to>m^.  rat  St:»s.\»y 
MaX\<r\  T«/,  J9  a  fr/y  »  j  tritim  efi:  ita  SciLut  faBa  di^is  refpondere juftorHtn fit.  K«M/roFj  iy  Sio^i. 

ifKac  «»««  f8^'^«c8t:u.  Philo.  Verbum  Sacerd^tis']  npud  Chrijiiandi  JLccleftdt  miniftros  etiamhodie 
vuinet  hcQ  juramenti.Ad  eundem  fenfurn  apud  amiquos  fuerunt  verba  iUapr&toris  ex  di^o  perpetuo, 
[ Sacerdotem  vefiakm,^  Fkminem  Di^lemin  omni  mea  jurifdi^one  jurare  mn  cogam  ]  A.  OelL 
/.  lo.  c.  1 5.  ia 


OF  THE  DECALOGUE.  Difc.  p.       1 17 


fo  juft  and  fincere,  that  our  religion  being  infinite  obligation  to  us,  our  own      p^^.^  j  j^ 
proniifes  Ibould  pafie  for  bond  enough  toothers,  and  the  Religion  receive  ' 

great  honoiu  by  being  efteemed  a  fu^icienr  fccurity  and  inftrunient  of  pub- 
like entercourfe.  But  I  have  a  caution  to  infert  for  each,which  I  propound 
as  an  humble  advice  to  perfons  eminent,  and  publikely  inrereOcd. 

I.  That  Princes,  and  fuch as  have  power  of  decreeing  the  injun^ion  of  21. 

proniiflbry  Oaths,  be  very  ciiricus  and  referved,  not  lightly  enjoyning  fuch 
Promifcs  *,  r.cither  in  rcfpc(ft  of  the  matter  triviall,nor  yet  frequently,  nor 
without  great  reafon  ewforcing.  The  matter  of  fuch  promifes  muft  be  onely 
what  is  already  matter  of  duty,  or  Religion  *,  for  elfe  the  matter  is  nor  grave 
enough  for  the  calling  of  GOD  to  teOimony  ',  but  when  it  is  a  matter  of 
duty,  then  the  oath  is  no  other  then  a  vow  or  promife  made  to  GOD  in  the 
prefence cf  men.  And  becaufe  Chriftians  are  otherwife  very  much  obliged 
to  do  all  which  is  their  duty,  in  matters  both  civill  and  religious,  of  obe- 
dience and  piety,  therefore  it  muft  be  an  inftant  neceflity,and  a  great  caufc 
to  fuperinduce  fuch  a  confirmation,  as  derives  from  the  fo  facredly  invoca- 
tingtheNameofGOD  •,  it  muft  be  when  there  is  great  neceflity  that  the 
duty  be  aftually  performed,  and  when  the  fupreme  power  either  hath  not 
power  fufficient  to  punifli  the  delinquent,  ormaymiffeto  have  notice  of 
the  delift  :  For  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  reafonable  to  bind  the  faith  of  the  obli- 
ged perfons  by  the  feare  of  GOD  after  a  mere  efpeciall  manner ;,  but  elfe 
there  is  no  reafon  fulficient  todemandof  the  fubje<ft  any  further  fecurity, 
then  their  own  faith  and  contrad".  The  reafons  of  this  advice  relyes  upon 
the  ftriftnelTe  of  the  words  of  this  Precept  agalnft  promilfory  oaths,  and  the 
reverence  we  owe  to  the  name  of  GOD.  Oathes  of  Allegiance  are  tit  to  be 
impofed  in  a  troubled  ftate,  cr  to  a  mutinous  people :  But  it  is  not  fo  fit  to 
tye  the  people  by  Oath  to  abftain  from  tranfportations  of  Metall,  or  grain, 
or  leather,  from  which  by  penalties  they  are  with  as  much  fccmity ,  and 
IclTe  fufpition  of  iniquity  reftrained. 

2  Concerning  alTertcry  oaths,  and  depofitlons  in  judgement,  although  a 
greater  liberty  may  be  taken  in  the  fubjeft  matter  of  the  oath,  and  we  may 
being  required  to  it,  f*vcare  in  judgement,  though  the  caufe  be  a  queftioii 
of  money,  or  our  inrereft,  or  the  rights  of  a  fociety.  And  S.  Atbanafius  pur- 
ged himfelf  by  oath  before  the  Emperour  Conftantius :  yet  itwereagreac 
purfuance  and  fecurity  of  this  part  ofChriftian  Religion,  if  in  no  cafe  con- 
trary oaths  might  be  admitted,  in  which  it  is  certain  one  part  is  perjured  to 
the  mine  of  their  foules,  to  the  intricating  of  the  judgement,  to  the  difho- 
nour  of  Religion  *,  but  that  fuch  rules  of  prudence  and  reafonable  prefump* 
tion  be  eftablifhed,  that  upon  the  oath  of  that  part\%  which  the  Law  ftiall 
choore,and  upon  probable  grou-?ds  fliall  prefumefor?  the  fentencemay  be 
cftablillied.  For  by  a  fmall  probability  there  may  a  furer  judgement  be  gi- 
ven, then  upon  the  confidence  of  contiadiftory  oaths,  and  after  the  fin  the 
Judge  is  left  to  the  uncertainty  of  conjedurcs  as  much  as  if  but  one  pare 
had  (wornej  and  to  much  more,  becaufe  fuch  an  oath  is  by  the  confent  of  all 
men  accepted  as  a  rule  to  determine  in  judgement.  By  thefe  difcourfcs  we 
underftand  the  intention  of  our  bicfled  Mafter  in  this  precept ',  and  I  wifli 
by  this  or  any  thing  elfe  men  would  be  reftrained  from  that  low,cheap,  un- 
reafonable  and  unexcufable  viceofcuftomary  fwearing,  to  which  we  have 
nothing  to  invite  us,  that  may  Iclfen  the  iniquity  *,  for  which  we  cannot 
,:prctcnd  temptation,  nor  allcdgc  infirmitv,  but  it  begins  by  wPetchlelTc- 

Hh^  ucfSto 


-22o 


ii8       Di^c^  OF  THE  DECALOGUE. 

Z  ~  neife,  and  a  malicious  csfelcfnefc,  and  is  concinued  by  theftrength  of  ha- 
f'art  1 1.  i^j^^  ^^^^  ^j^^  greatcft  immeufity  of  folly.  And  I  confider,  that  Chriftian  Re- 
ligion being  lo  holy  an  inftitution,to  which  we  are  inviced  by  fo  great  pro- 
rnifes,  in  which  we  are  inflnicted  by  fo  clear  revelations,  and  to  the  perfor- 
Kiance  of  cur  duties  compelled  by  the  threatnings  of  a  fad  and  infupporta- 
ble  eternity,  fhculd  more  then  fiitficiently  endeare  the  perform.ance  i)f this 
duty  to  u£.  The  name  cf  a  Chriftian  is  a  high  and  potent  antidote  againft- 
all  (in,  if  we  confidered  aright  the  honour  of  rhe  name,  the  undertaking  of 
eur  Covenant,  and  the  reward  of  cur  duty.  The  jewes  eate  nofwines  fiefh, 
becaufe  they  are  oiMofes^  and  the  Tnrkes  drink  no  wine,  becaufe  they  are 
Mahumetans,  and  yet  wefweare  for  all  we  are  Chriftians,then  which  there 
is  not  in  the  world  a  greater  convid:ion  of  our  bafeneffe  and  irreligion.  Is 
the  authority  of  holy  JESUS  fo  defpicable,  are  his  Lawes  fo  unreafonablc, 
his  rewards  fo  little,  his  threatnings  fofmall,  thatwem.uft  needs  in  con- 
tempt of  all  this,prcphane  the  great  Name  of  G  O  D,  and  trample  under 
foot  theLawescf  JESU5,  and  caft  away  the  hopes  of  heaven,  and  enter 
into  fecurity  to  he  pol^elfed  by  hell  torments  for  fwearing,  that  is,  for 
fpeaking  like  afoole,  without  reafon,  without  pleafure,  without  reputati- 
on, much  to  our  difefteem,  much  to  the  trouble  of  civill  and  wife  perfons, 
with  whom  we  joyne  in  fociety  and  entercourfe  ?  Certainly  hell  will  be 
heat  feven  times  hotter  for  a  cuftomary  fw^arer,  and  every  degree  of  his 
unreafonablenelTe  will  give  him  a  nev/  degree  of  torment,  when  he  fhall 
finde  himfelf  in  fiames  for  being  a  ftupid,  an  Atheifticall,  an  irreligious 
fool.  This  onely  I  detlre  fliould  be  obferved,  that  our  blelfed  Mafter  for 
bids  not  onely  fwearing  by  GOD,  but  by  any  creature ,  for  every  oath  by 
a  creature  does  involve  and  tacitely  relate  to  GOD.  And  therefore,  faith 
'o#/yv«i  /'  /f-  CHRIST,  Smare  not  by  heaven,  for  i:  is  the  throne  of  GOD  j  and  he  that 
C?»  */^sp  o/xV-  fweareth  by  the  throne  of  GOD,  fvveareth  by  it^  and  by  him  that  fitteth 
ftv  Ait? .  thereon.  So  that  it  is  not  a  lelfe  matter  to  fwear  by  a  creature,then  to fwcar 

SophocMenal.  hy  GOD,  fcr  a  creature  cannot  be  the  inftrument  of  teftimony,  but  as  it  is 
Sluiperfalu-  2  relative  to  God,  and  it  by  implication  calls  the  God  of  that  creature  to 
tern  fuam jurat,  witncfe.  So  that  although  in  fuch  cafes,  in  which  it  is  permitted  to  fweare 
Deum  jurare  ^Y  ^^^-^  we  may  in  thofe  cafes  cyprelfe  our  oath  in  the  forme  of  advoca- 
vidctur :  re-  ting  and  calling  the  creatU4e[  as  did  the  primitiveChriftiaiis  fwearing  by  the 
fpe^k  enimVi'  health  of  their  Emperour,  and  as  jfofiph  fwearing  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh,znd 
vini  numinis  a^  Elifia  fwearing  by  the  life  of  £/7.t/,and  as  did  S.i'.rH/,protefting  by  the  re- 
jurat,7Jlpian  pydng  he  had  in  JESVS  CHRIST,  and  as  we  in  our  formes  of  fv/earing  in 
J.  C.  Courts  of  judicature  touch  the  Gofpels,  faying.  So  help  me  GOD,  and  the 

Conc'il  Chalc.  contents  of  tliis  Book  j  And  in  %  few  ages  lately  paft,  Bifliops  and  Priefts 
e.25.  fometime  fwore  upon  the  CrolTe, fomerimes  upon  the  Altar,  fomctimes  by 

2  K'mg.1.2.  their  Holy  Order  J  yet  we  muft  rem>ember  that  this  in  other  words  and  ce- 
1  Cor.  15.31.  remonies  is  but  a  calling  GOD  for  witnelfe.  And  he  that  fweares  by  the 
ride  fkpra,  CroITe,  fweares  by  the  Holy  CruciUx,  that  is,  j  ESUS  cruci Ired  thereon,  and 
num.  19.  therefore  thcfe  and  the  like  formes  are  therefore  not  be  ufed  in  ordinary 

Fer  tua  jura-  communication  becaufe  they  relate  to  GOD,  they  are  as  obligatory  as  the 
resfacra,  tu-  immediare  invocation  of  his  holinelTe  and  MajeJiy^and  it  wasa  judaicall  va- 
unique  caput,  nity  to  think  fv/earing  by  Creatures  was  leffe  obliging;  they  are  )uft  with 
Mart.  the  fame  reftraints  made  to  be  Religious  as  the  nioft   folemne  invo- 

vocation  of  the  Holy  and  reverend  Name  of  GOD  ;    lawfuU  or   un- 
kwfull  as  the  orlier  j  unlelTe  the  fwearing  by  a  Creatuie  come  to  be 

fpoiled 
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fpoilcd  by  fomc  other  intervening  circumftance,  that  is,  with  a  Hcny-      part  iT 

ing  it  to  relate  to  GOD  ;  for  then  it  becomes  riipciftition,  as  well  as  pro-  , 1_ 

phanation,and  it  gives  to  a  creature,  what  is  proper  ro  G  O  D  ,  or  when  the 
Creature  is  conteniptibIc,or  lefle  then  the  gravity  of  the  matter,  as  if  a  man 
fliould  fwcar  by  a  fly,  or  the  Ihadow  of  a  trce',or  when  there  is  an  indecorum 
inthe  thing,or  lomthing  that  does  at  too  great  diftance  relate  to  God:for  that 
whichwith  greateft  vicinity  refcrres  to  God  in  feverall  religions  is  the  beft 
inftrument  of  an  oath,and  neereft  to  Gods  honour,  as  in  Chrifiianity  arc  the 
holy  Sacrament,  the  Crofre,thc  Altar,and  the  Gofpells ,  ami  therefore  too 
great  a  difrance  may  be  an  indecency  next  to  a  difparagement.  This  onely 
may  be  added  to  this  confideration,that  although  an  oarli, which  is  properly- 
calling  God  or  GODs  relative  into  teftiniony  is  to  be  underftood  according 
to  the  former  Difcourre,yet  there  may  be  great  aftirmations  or  negations  re- 
fpedively,  and  confirmed  by  formes  of  vehement  alTeveration,  fuch  as  the 
cuftomes  of  a  nation ,  oi"  confent  ihall  agree  upon ,  and  thofe  do  in  fomc 
cafes  promote  our  beliefe,  orconfirmeourpretenlions  better  then  a  plain 
yea,  or  no:  becaufe  by  fuch  confent  the  perfon  renders  himfelfe  infamous 
if  he  breaks  his  word  or  truflj  and  although  this  will  not  come  under  the 
rcfiraint  of  CHRISTS  words,becaufc  they  are  not  properly  oaths,  but  cir- 
cumftances  ot  earneft  afftrmation  or  negation,  yet  thefe  are  humane  attefVa- 
tions,  introduced  by  cuftome  or  confent,  and  as  they  come  not  under  the 
notion  of  fwearing,  fo  they  are  formes  of  teftimony,  and  collaterall  en- 
gagem.ent  of  a  more  iind  truth. 

The  H.  JESUS  having  fpecified  the  great  commandment  oUoving  GOD  25. 

with  allour  beart^'m  this  one  inftance  of  hallowing,  and  keeping  his  name  4.  Comtmnd. 
facred,  that  is, from  prophane  and  cotnmontalk,  and  leffe  prudent,  and  Colof.2.iS. 
imneccflary  enrercourfes,  inftanced  in  no  other  commandment  o(  Mofes'-,hm  Ignat.  ep,  ad 
having  frequent  occafioH  tofpeakeof  the  fabbarh,  for  ever  cxpretfcs  his  Magnes. 
owne  dominion  over  the  Day,  and  that  he  had  diffolved  the  bands  o^Mofes  )y  /uu-nC  70' 
in  this  inftance',  that  now  we  were  no  more  obliged  to  that  reft,  which  the  ffa/3,8a7/ow/  h^" 
Jewes  religioufly  obferved  by  prefcript  of  the  Law,&  by  divers  a<fls  againft  talilu  Tiue  0 
i'ecurities  of  the  then  received  pradices  did  defecrate  the  day,  making  it  a  ^tk^x^tTr^  tLm 
broken  yoke,  and  the  firft  great  inftance  of  Chriftian  liberty.  And  when  the  kvo/lsikLxj.  'Atuf 
Apoftle  gave  inftrudions  that  noman  fliould  judge  his  Brother  in  a  holy  day  or  u-yu^oc  7ra<m.f 
New  moones  or  thefabbath  dayeshe  declared  all  thejudaicall  feafts  to  be  ob-  ;^'e«r  l^flUjar^ 
! iterated  by  the  fpunge»  wliich  Jefus  tafted  on  the  Croffc,  it  was  within  yei-^,  Viog. 
the  Manufcriptof  ordinances,  and  there  it  was  cancelled-  And  there  was  ckm.  Apgff, 
nothing  morall  in  it ,  but  that  wc  do  honour  to  God  for  the  creation,  and  Conftit.  I.  y.r. 
to  that  and  all  other  purpofes  of  religion/eparate  &  hallow  fome  portion  of  24.  fylib.  8. 
our  time.The  Primitive  Church  kept  both  ^  the  fabbath  and  the  Lords  day  Tertul,  Monog. 
till  the  time  of  the  Laodicean  Councel,  about  gco  years  after  Chrifts  nati-  Canon  Apofi, 
vity,&  almoft  in  every  thing  made  them  equal,  and  therfore  did  not  efteem  s$.  Et  Zomu 
the  Lords  day  to  be  fubftitutcd  in  die  place  of  the  obliterated  fabbath ,  but  in  eund. 
afeaft  celebrated  by  great  reafon,and  perpetual  confent  without  precept  or  yjde  etiam  Sy- 
necelfary  Divine  in)un<ftion.  But  the  liberty  of  the  Church  was  great '-,  they  nod,  JUodic, 
found  themfelves  difobliged  from  that  frrift  and  necelfary  reft,  which  wag 
one  great  part  of  the  Sabbatick  rites,  only  they  were  glad  of  the  occafion  to 
meet  often  for  offices  of  Religion,  and  the  day  ferved  well  for  the  gaining 
and  facilitating  tfieconverfion  of  the  Jewes,  and  for  the  honourable  fepul- 
wre  of  Synagogue,  it  being  kept  fo  long,  like  the  fourty  daycs  mourning 

Uh  4  ^ 


120  Dlfc.^.  OF  THE  DECALOGUE. 

•"T     ~         bf  Ifrael  for  the  death  of  their  Father  Jacobj  but  their  liberty  they  improved 
^^^  ^^'        not  to  licenfe  but  as  an  occafion  of  more  frequent  alTeniblies.  And  there  is 
'*  fomethingin  its  for  us  to  imitate,  even  to  fan(ftify  the  name  of  God  in  the 

great  worke  of  the  Creation,  reading  hispraifes  in  the  booke  of  his  Crea- 
ture, and  taking  all  occaiions  of  religious  ads  and  offices  though  in  none  of 
the  jewilli  circumllances. 
^*  7 .Concerning  the  obfervation  of  the  LOR  DS  Day  which  now  the 

Church  obfervesand  ever  did   in   remembrance  of  the  rerurre<Sion  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  day  of  potltive  and  Ecclefiafticall  inftitution,  it  is  fit  that  the 
Church,  who  inftituted  the  day  Ihonid  determine  the  manner  of  its  obfer- 
vation. It  was  fet  apart  in  honour  of  the  refurreftion ,   and  ir  were  not  ill 
if  all  Churches,  would  into  the  weekely  offices  put  fome,  memoriall  of 
that  myOery  that  the  reafon  cfthe  feftivall  might  be  remembred  with  the 
day,  and  GOD  thanked  with  therenuingcf  the  Offices.  But  becaufc  re- 
ligion was  the  defigiie  of  the  feaft,  and  leifure  was  neceflary  for  religion, 
therefore  to  abftaine  from  "^  fuits  of  Law  and  fcrvile  workes  but  fuch  works 
as  are  of  neceffity  and  ^  charity  (which  to  obfeiTe  are  of  themfelvcs  a  very 
^  Fer:]s  ]urgk  g^od  religion)  is  a  neceflary  duty  of  the;day  ^  and  to  doe  ads  of  publike 
amovento.,eafq7  religion  is  the  other  p^rt  of  it.  So  much  is  made  matter  of  duty  by  the  in- 
infawulis  ope-  tervention  of  authority  i  and  though  the  Church  hath  made  no  more  pre- 
ribuspatratis    fcriptions  in  this,and  GOD  hath  made  none  at  all ;  yet  he  who  keepes  the 
habento.  Cicer.  ^^y  nicft  Aridly,moft  religioufly,  he  keepes  I't  befr,  and  moft  confonant  to 
de  lei.1.2.   _      the  defign  of  the  Church,and  the  ends  of  religion,  and  the  opportunity  of 
a  fljiippe  etkm  ^-^^  prefent  leirure,and  the  interefts  of  his  foule.     The  ads  of  religion  pro- 
fe^is  qnadam    per  for  the  Day  are  Prayers,  and  publike  Liturgies,preaching,Catechizi  ng, 
exercere  diebus  ^^c^  of  charity ,vifi ting  fick  perfons,ads  of  Eucharift  to  GOD,  of  hofpitality 
Fas  et  ]ura  jf-  ^q  our  poore  neighhours^of  freindlinefle  and  civility  to  all,  reconciling  di- 
Tiunty  rivos  de-  f}crences,and  afcer  the  piiblike  alfcmblies  are  dillblved,  any  ad  of  dired  re- 
ducere^  nulla      Ijgion  to  G  O  D  ,  or  of  eafe  and  remiiTion  to  fervants,  or  whatfoever  elfe  is 
Keligio  vetuit^  good  in  manners  or  in  piety,  or  in  mercy.    What  is  faid  of  this  great  feaft 
feget]  pr£ten-    of  the  Chriftians  is  to  be  underltood  to  have  a  greater  feverity  and  obliga- 
derefepem,       tion  in  the  Anniuerfary  of  the  refurredion,  of  the  Afceiidon,  of  the  nativi- 
Inftdias  avjbus  ^y  of  our  blelTed  Saviour  ,and  of  the  defcenc  of  the  holy  fpirit  in  Pentecoft. 
rmliri^incende'  And  all  dayes  feftivall  to  the  honour  of  God  in  remembrance  of  the  holy  A- 
re  vepres  poftles,  and  Martyrs  and  departed  Saints ,  as  they  are  with  prudence  to  bc- 

Bakntwnq'jgre'  chofen  and  retained  by  the  Church  fo  as  not  to  be  unneccflary ,  or  burden- 
gem  j?«wo  fcme,or  ufclelfe  •,  fo  they  are  to  be  obferved  by  us  as  inftances  of  our  love, 
merfare  fihibrj  of  the  communion  of  Saints,and  our  thankfullnefle  for  the  blciTing,  and  the 
vvriiLapud       example. 

Macrob.  Honour  thy  Father,  and  thy  Mother']  This  Commandment  Chriffc  made 

J>€  ferocJA  Tj- 

beri)  dedn  tefiimonium  tacmrJ.  g.  Annal  his  verbis.  Sluetn  ne  diem  vacuum  p£na.  /  ub)  inter 
ficra  ei  vota^quo  tempore  uerbis  etumprofanis  abfliner]  mos  effet^  vincuU  et  laqueus  inducantur. 

eo^1«  i/tv  ct'Wo  ifh  «  t9  7a  Ji:yli  Tr^llei,  .Thucyd.l.  I  .  S" .  Ignat.  ep.ud  MagneS.'Ex:ii^^  J/mv*  ru^^^iKdot 

S.Aug.traB./\.jn  Johan. 
JudA]ferviliter6bfervantdiemfabbathi^  adluxuriam,  ad  ehrietatem.     Q^mnto  melius  fdmnd 
mum  Imam  facer  ent  quant  illo  die  in  Menknis  faltarent  .^   Et  in  PfaL  p2.  idem  fere, 

alfo 
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alfo  to  be  Chiiji\an  by  his  frequent  repetition  and  mention  cf  it  in  his  Scr-      PariTTT' 
nions  and  lawes ,  and  reordered  it,  thatitfhnuld  be  the  band  of  civi  11 


government ,  and  fociety.    In  the  Decalogue  GOD  fets  this  Precept  im-  'o  x.;/c/.ar»  tm 
mediately  after  the  duties  that  concern  himlelf,  cur  duty  to  Parents  being  TrrJie^y  J'Larpn^ 
in  the  confineswith  our  duty  to  GOD,the  parents  being  in  order  cf  nature  >«\£Lt^^^J 
next  to  God,  the  caufe  of  our  being  and  produ^ion,  &  the  great  Almoners  tb^^f  Ji  <u.\«- 
of  eternity,  conveying  to  us  the  efiences  of  reafonable  Creatures ,  and  the7rt  BkM<pyma' 
ch;.'rities  of  heaven.  And  when  our  blefied  Saviour  in  a  Sermon  to  the  Pha-  Menand.      ' 
rifecs  fpake  cf  duty  to  Pirents,he  refcued  it  from  the  impediments  of  a  vain  h^/atmc'  ^»o) 
tradition,  and  fecured  this  Duty,  though  againft  a  pretence  of  religion  to-  ..jukiMntth  «. 
wards  God,telling  us  that  God  would  not  himfelfe  accept  a  gift ,  which  we    ^yj,7c   •  ^ 
tooke  from  our  Parents  needes.  This  duty  to  parents  is  the  very  firmament  "^uvxct^eir ' 
and  band  of  common  wealths.  He  that  honours  his  Parents  will  ilfo  love  his  netarentibus 
Brethren  "^  derived  from  the  fame  loins,  he  will  dearely  account  of;  all  his  %  L  pu-u  .rL 
rclarives.and  perfons  of  the  fame  cognation,and  fo  families  are  vnited,and  j)^   i     ' 
of  them  cities  and  focietics  arc  framed.  And  becaufe  Parents  and  Patriarks  ,,  it«  extenco 
of  famil  ies,  and  of  nations  had  regall  power,  they  who  by  any  change  fuc-  i  roculejus  aevo 
ceeded  in  the  care  and  government  of  cities  and  kingdoms,fucceeded  in  the  '^'9"'^  i"  fi-atres 
power  and  authority  of  Fathers,and  became  fo  in  eftimateof  Law,  and  true  ^^'"^^  paterrj. 
Divinity,  to  all  their  people.  So  that  the  Duty  here  commanded  is  due  to  ,^3  retulmeSot 
all  our  Fathers  in  the  fcnfe  of  Scripture  and  Lawes,not  onely  to  our  naturall  vj  f^ma  i»per- 
buttoourcivill  Farhers,thatis,to  Kings,and  Governours.And  the  Scripture  ites.Horatcarra. 
addes,3/ot/;er/,for  they  alfo  being  inftruments  of  the  blefiing  arc  the  obje<fts  ^- '^i^: 
of  the  Duty.  The  dmy  iz^Honour,z]mh,Rever€nce,andfuppon^  ifrheylhall  ^j'^lr'aXn 
need  it.  And  that  which  our  blelTed  Saviour  aWs^not  honourm£  our  Parents  in  S-  tm  his^xim«'. 
Matthew^is  called  in  S.Mdrke^^Jng  nothing  for  */;««•,&[  Honour]  is  expound-  <  ic«r.off)c ».     ' 
cd  by  S.  "^  Faul  to  be  maintenance  as  well  as  reverence.  Then  we  honour  our  ^'fatth.I  $,^i'  -.' 
Parents,if  with  great  readineife  we  minifterto  their  neceflities,  and  com-  Mar.j. 12:.-    ' 
ntunicate  our  eftate,  and  attend  them  in  fcknel?es,  and  fupply  their  wants,  "^  1  tim.$.iB. 
and  as  nmch  as  lyes  in  us,  give  t b em  f upper t^yvho  gave  us  being.  yn-^i  -n^AttsufM^ 

VI.  Command.  Thou jh alt  doe  no  murder  ]  i'oitvrasfaidtothemofoldtime.^^M>^ii''*s 
He  that  kills  llialbe  guilty  of  iudgem.ent,tliat  is,he  is,to  dye  by  the  fentence  ^wt7(^   i^«- 
of  the  Judge.  To  this  Chrift  makes  an  appendix,^«r  I  fay  untoyou^  he  that  is  ftdac^  >^  x^^^' 
Angry  with  his  Brother  \mthout  a  caufe]  Jhalbe  in  danger  of  the  judgementy  This  1^i  ^-f^'**  ^i^-' 
addition  ofcur  blefied  Saviour,as  all  the  other ,  which  are  feverer  eyplica-  loh  vxiri-^%{ 
tions  of  the  Law  than  the  Jewes  admitted ,  was  direded  againft  tlie  vaine  s?/  aco'>/s-«  <?©- 
and  imperfed  opipion  cf  the  Law^'ers,  who  thought  to  be  juftified  by  their  ^vimIxIU. 
externaIlworks,luppofing,if  they  were  innocent  in  matter  of  faa,God  would  Hierocl 
require  no  more  of  them  than  Man  did  ,  and  what  by  cuftome  or  filence  of  26. 

the  lawes  was  not  punifhable  by  the]udge,was  harmlefie  before  GOD^  and  Levit.2A.2\, 
this  made  them  to  truft  in  the  lctter,to  negleft  the  duties  of  repentance,  to  iVwm.ss.'i  5! 
omitt  asking  pardon  for  their  fecret  irregnlarities,and  the  obliquities  and  a-  1 7. 
vcrfations  of  their  fpiritsvand  this  S.Fd«/alfo  coroplaines  of,that  ne^Ieding  Km  1 0.3* 
the  righteoufneffe  of  GOD,they  fought  to  ejlabli/f)  their  own,  that  is,according  to 
Mans  judgement.     But  our  blelTed    Saviour  tells  them,  that  fuch  an  in- 
nocence is  not  enough  •,    G  O  D  requires  more   then  conformity,  and 
obfervationofthefaa,  and  exteriour  piety ,  placing  jufticenotin  legall 
innocency,  or  not  being  condemned  in  judgement  cf  the  Law,and  humiane 
judicature,  but  in  the  ri^hteoufnelfeof  the  fpirit alfoyfor  the  firft  acquitts 
us^beforeman,  but  by  this  we  iliall  be  held  upright  in  judgement  be- 
fore 
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VtrtU       ^^^^  ^^^  1^^^^  of  all  the  world.     And  therefore  befides  abftlnence  from 
^-  murder,  or  aduall  wounds,  CHRIST  forbids  all  anger  [without  caufe  J 

againft  our  Brother ,  that  is,  againft  any  man. 
27.  By  which  not  the  firft  motions  are  forbidden,  the  twincklingsof  the 

eye  as  the  Philofophers  call  them ,  the  pro-patTions ,  and  fiidden  and  irre^ 
g    .  ,     fiftible  alterations  >  for  it  is  impoffible  to  prevent  them,  unleiTe  we  could 

ad  Demecri^'^'  give  Our  felves  a  new  nature ,  any  more  then  we  can  refufe  towinke  with 
Senecalib.  2,de  ^^  ^^^ '  ^^^^^  ^  fudden  blow  is  offered  at  it ,  or  refufe  to  yawn  when  I  fee 
K-a.  c,  4,  *'  '  a  yawning  fleepy  perfon,  but  by  frequent  and  habituall  mortification ,  and 
by  contlnudll  watchfulneiTe ,  and  ftanding  in  readinefi'e  againft  all  inadver- 
tencies ,  we  fhall  leflen  the  inclination ,  and  account  fewer  fudden  irrepti- 
ons.  A  wife  and  meek  perfon  fhould  not  kindle  at  all,  but  after  violent 
and  great  collifion  j  and  then,  if  like  a  flint  he  fends  a  fparke  OHt,  it  muft 
as  foon  be  extinguifhcd  as  it  fhewes,  and  cool  as  foon.as  fpaikle.  But 
however ,  the  finne  is  not  in  the  naturall  difpofition.  But  when  we  en- 
tertain it ,  though  it  be ,  as  Seneca  cxprelTes  it,  cum  vokntate  non  contumaci^ 
without  a  determination  of  revenge,  then  it  begins  to  be  a  finne.  Every 
indignation  againft  the  perfon  of  the  Man,  in  us  is  pride  and  felf-love, 
and  towards  others  ungentlenefie ,  and  an  immorigerous  fpirit.  Which  is 
to  be  underftood ,  when  the  caufe  is  not  fufficient ,  or  when  the  anger  con- 
tinues longer ,  or  be  exceffive  in  the  degrees  of  i  ts  proportion, 
2  J,  Thecaufes  of  allowable  anger  are,  when  we  fee  GOD  diflionoured, 

or  a  finne  committed.  In  fuch  cafes  we  may  be  angry.  But  then  we  may  al- 
fo  finne,  if  we  exceed  in  time,  or  meafure  of  degree. 
2p.  .  The  proportion  of  time  Saint  Pd«/ expreffes ,  by  not  letting  thefunne 

LeonthisCypro-  fet  upon  our  anger.     Leontius  Patrkius  was  one  day  extremely  and  unrea- 
rani|pilc.  in  vi-  fonably  angry  with  /o/;«  the  Patriarch  of  Alexandria ',  at  Evening  the  Pa- 
Jpiui.  c,i4    triarchfentafervanttohimwichthismeffage,  5zV,  the  Sunne  if  fet :  upon 
which  Patricius  reflefting ,  and  the  grace  of  G  O  D  making  the  impref- 
fiondeepe,  vifible,  and  permanent ,  he  threw  away  his  anger ,  and  be- 
came wholly  fubjed:  to  the  counfell  and  ghoftly  aides  of  the  Patriarch. 
The  meaning  is,  that  it  be  no  more  but  a  tranfient  Paffion,  not  permanent 
at  all ,  but  that  the  anger  againft  the  man  pafle  into  indignation  againft  the 
Irs  Thyeften     crime,and  pity  of  the  perfon,till  the  pity  growes  up  into  endeavours  to  help 
exitiogravi  ftra  him.     For  an  angry  violent  and  diftui^bed  man  is  like  that  white  bramble  of 
b^  ^  ?^"*"''-  Judea,  of  which  Jofephus  reports,  that  it  is  fet  on  fire  by  impetuous  windes, 
tereca"uScur   '  ^^^  confumes  it  felf,  and  burnes  the  neighbour  plants  ^  and  the  evill  effeds 
perirent  Fundi- ^f  a  violent,  and  paflionare  anger,  are  fo  great,  fo  dangerous,  fo  known 
MSjimprimerct-    to  ail  the  world ,  that  the  very  confideration  of  them  is  the  beft  argument 
quemurisHolti  in  the  world  to  difpute  againft  it,  families  andkingdomes  have  fuftered 
citu?inTlen"^  ^°^'"''^^^^^'^'^*'^^''  ^"^  whatfoever  is  violent  in  art  or  nature,  hath  been 
Uom,liod[6.  ^^^^  ^^^  inftrument  of  fadiicfie  in  the  hands  of  anger. 

jQ,  *  The  meafure  of  the  degree  is  to  be  eftimated  by  humane  prudence,  that 
it  exceed  not  the  value  of  the  caufe ,  nor  the  proportion  of  other  circum- 
ftances,  and  that  it  caufe  no  eruption  into  indifcretions  or  undecencies  : 
For  therefore  Mofes  anger,  though  for  G  O  D  and  religion,  was  reproved, 
becaufc  it  went  forth  into  a  violent  and  troubled  expreffion,  and  fhewed 
the  degree  to  be  inordinate. 

The  vulgar  La  tine  Bible ,  in  this  precept  of  our  blelfed  Saviour  reades 
''       3l»         not  the  appendix  [without  a  CAufe^  but  indefinitely,  hs  that  is  angry  with  his 

Bratber, 
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Broiher^  andS.//7Vromaff]rnies,  that  the  claufc  of  [without  a  caufc]  is  not     p^^^   j  j^ 
to  be  found  in  trt^e  Greek  copies  j  upon  fiippofition  of  which,becaufe  it  is  __. 
nor  to  be  i  magi  ijed,rhat  all  anger  in  all  caufes,  andinall  degrees  is  finipjy 
unlawful),  and  S.Paul  diftinguifhes  being  angry,from  committing  a  tin, 
[Be  angry  but  fin  not]  thefe  words  are  left  to  fignitie  fuch  an  anger,  as  is  the 
crime  of  homicide  in  the  heart  j  like  the  fecret  lufting  called  by  CHRIST, 
adultery  in  the  heart  and  fo  here  is  forbidden ,  notonely  the  outward  ad-, 
but  the  inward  inclinations  to  murder,  that  is,  ananger  with  delibera- 
tion ,  and  pufpofe  ^  ofrevenge,  this  being  explicative  and  additional]  ^K«i  7nia%  of>5t 
to  the  precept  forbiding  murder?  which  alfo  our  blefied  Saviour  feemcs  to  i-^r^Smt  th*  ij'o- 
have  intended  by  threatning  the  fame  penalty  to  this  anger  or  fpirituall  >iui  Ti«»  :im 
homicide,  which  the   Law  inflidcd   upon  the  a<Suall   and  external!,  tw'c  «W<f(^T5 
that  is  judgement  or  conden]nation.  And  becaufe  this  prohibition  of  anger  -nuapAau^au 
is  an  explication,  and  more  fevere  commentary  upon  the  dxt  Com- Arijl,2Metor 
niandmenr,it  is  more  then  probable,that  thisanger,to  which  condemnation 
is  threatned  is  fuch  an  anger  as  hath  entertained  fomething  of  mifchiefe 
in  the  fpirit.  An-d  this  agrees  well  enough  with  the  former  interpretation, 
fave  that  i  t  aftirmes  no  degree  of  anger  to  be  criminall ,  as  to  the  height  of 
condemnation,  unlelTe  it  be  with  a  thought  of  violence  or  defiresof  re- 
venge J  the  other  degrees  receiving  their  heightnings,  and  declenfions,  as 
they  keepe  their  diftance  or  approach  to  this.     And  befides ',  it  permitts 
other  caufes  of  anger  to  be  innocent  befides  thofe  fpirituall ,  and  morall,of 
the  intercfts  of  G  O  DS  glory  and  religion.  For  the  irafcible  faculty  having 
in  nature  an  objed  proper  to  its  conTlitucion,  and  narurall  defign,  if  our 
anger   be   commenced  upon    an    objeft    naturally    troublefome,  the 
anger  is  very  natural),  and  no  where  faid  to  be  irregular.     And  he  who  is 
angry  with  a  fervantsvnwarinefic,  or  inadvertency  or  theremiiTenefTe  ofa 
childs  fpirit,  and  application  to  his  ftudies,  or  any  fudden  difpleafure, 
is  not  in  any  fenfe  guilty  of  prevaricating  the  fixt  Commandment,  unlefle  Si  iranon  Fueric, 
befides  the  objed:  he  addcs  an  inequaliry  of degree,or  unhandfome  circum-  "^<^  doc^triiiajjro- 
Aance,or  adjun<ft.     And  pofTibly  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  man  to  be  find  t^^'""^^  ^^!^'^9'^^ 
in  difcipline,  if  the  prohibitions  cf  anger  be  confined  onely  to  caufes  of  cor'pei^a"^^^^^ 
rehgioJT,  and  it  were  hard,  that  fuch  an  anger ,  which  is  innocent  inall  Chryfoit. 
cffe<^s,  and  a  good  inftrumcnt  of  government  fhould  become  criminall,  ^i  ""11a  ua  ex 
and  damnable-,  becaule  fome  inftances  of  difpleafure  are  in  a(^ionsnot '''^""^"'^*''"» 
certainly  and  apparently  finfull.  So  that  our  Weifed  Saviour  forbidding  us  .^JSsTm'Sl 
to  be  angry  mthout  a  caufe  meanes  fuch  caufes ,  which  are  not  onely  irregu-  tum  per  gladium 
larities  in  religion,  but  deflexions  in  manners  j  and  an  anger  may  be  re-  i'hinehasnon 
ligious,  andpoliticall,  and  Oeconomicall  according  as  it  meets  with  ob- P^^'^^'^'^^-^  ^^*" 
jeds  proper  to  it  in  feverall  kindes.  But  if  that  prohibition  l>e  indefinite,  ^"'"J:^","""^' 
then  it  iscertaine  the  analogy  of  the  Commandement,  cf  which  this  is  an  '^,'*^''''^'"/  ^ 
explication,  refen-es  it  to  re  venge,or  malices  it  is  an  anger,  thatis  wrath, ':^'^.  "^"^  *^*'*  "^  **• 
an  anger  ofrevenge  or  injury,  which  is  here  prohibited.    Andladdethis  "  "*  "^'^ 
con(:deration ,  that  fnce  it  is  certain,  that  CHRIST  intended  this  for  an  ^■^""    "^ 
explication  of  the  prohibition  of  homicide ,  the  claufe  of  [without  caufe]  '^'  ''^'''^""  « "«'» 
feemes  Itffe  natural  1  and  proper.  For  it  would  intimate,  that  though  an-  "^^''(""^f*  ^ 
gcr  ofrevenge  is  forbidden,  when  it  is  rafli  and  unreafonable  ^  yet  that  ^"^'"^''^  ^'^^^ 
there  might  be  a  caufe  of  bein  g  angry  with  a  purpofe  of  revenge  andre-  ^^•'^'"^  -^'*^«* 
compence,and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  is  permitted  ro  them,  to  whom  =.n  all  o-  "^  ^T^Jft-Poe- 
rher  it  is  denycdjthat  is^o  private  perfons ,  whi^h  is  againft  th^  mcekenefle  ^^"<^- 

kill 
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Part  1 1       and  charity  of  the  Gofpell.     More  reafonable  it  is,  that  as  no  man  might 

. 1__  kill  his  Brother  in  3fo/>x  law  by  his  own  private  authority ,  fo  an  anger  is 

here  forbidden,  fuch  an  anger,  which  no  qualification  can  permit  to 
private  perfons,  that  is,  an  anger  with  purpofes  of  revenge. 
02.  But  CHRIST  addes,  that  a  further  degree  of  this  linne  is,  when  our 

anger  breakes  out  in  contumelies,  and  ill  language  ,  and  receives  its  in- 
crement according  to  the  degree  and  injury  of  the  reproach.    There  is  a 
homicide  in  the  tongue  as  well  as  in  the  heart ,  and  he  that  kills  a  mans  re- 
putation by  calumnies  or  (lander,  or  open  reviling,  hath  broken  this  Com- 
.         mandment.     But  this  is  not  to  be  underftood  fo  1  but  that  perfons  in  au- 
tcTopSus  hoc  ^^^'"'^y '  or  friends  may  reprehend  a  vitious  per fon  in  language  proper  to 
ire utTugerem,    his  crime,  or  expreflive  of  his  malice  or  iniquity.     (  C  H  R  FS  T  called 
cxemplis  vitio-    Hercd  Fox ,  and  although  Saint  Michael  brought  not  a  uyling  accufatien 
quaque  ko-  againft  Satan,  yet  the  Scripture  calls  him  an  iccufer^  and  CHRIST  calls 


sum 


horcarec^"'^r^'^  ^'"^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^y" '  ^""^  ^^'"^  ^^^^'"'  **  ^ei/owrer ,  and  a  roaring  lyorr. 
cc'^frugaiiter  at-  And  Saint  John  calls  Dietrephes ,  a  lover  of  frdiheminence^  or  ambitious : 
quevivercmuti  but  that ,  which  is  here  forbidden  is  not  a  reprefenting  the  crimes  of  the 
coHtemuseo  rnan  for  his  emendation  ,  or  any  other  charitable ,  or  religious  end,  but 
^"^'^'^'P^^f'^r  a  reviling  him  to  do  him  mifchief,  to  murder  his  reputation,  which  alfo 
desAlbi°ut"male  fhewes ,  that  whatever  is  here  forbidden,  is  in  fome  fcnfe  or  other ac- 
vivat  filius !  i)t-  counted  homicide ,  the  anger  in  order  to  reproach ,  and  both  in  order  to 
que  Barus  inops  niurder  ,  fubje<ft  to  the  fame  punifhmcnt ,  becaufe  forbidden  in  the  fame 
— -  a  Eurpi  rr.e-  p^j-JQ^j  Qf  jh^  Law  *,  fave  onely  that  according  to  the  degrees  of  the  finnc 
Cumdctm^rec,  <^  H  R  I  S  T  proportions  feverall  degrees  of  puniflmient  in  the  other  world, 
Scftani  disfiml  which  he  apportions  to  the  degrees  of  death ,  which  had  ever  ben  among 
lisfis;  Nefeque.  the  Jewes ,  vizt.  thefword,  andftoning  to  death,  which  were  pun  ifh- 
rer  Machas- —  ments  legall  and  judiciall,  and  the  burning  infants  in  the  valley  of  Hi n- 
nonbeUa^eftfa-  "^"^ '  which  was  a  barbarous  and  fuperftitious  cuftome,  ufed  formerly  by 
ma  freboni  Aie-  their  Fathers  in  ifnitation  of  the  Phoenician  accur fed  rites, 
bat.  Horacsat-  The  remedies  againft  anger ,  which  are  prcfcribed  by  Mafters  of  fpi- 
♦♦1  »  ritualllife  are  partly  taken  from  rules  of  prudence,  partly  from  piety, 

33'  and  moreprecife  rules  of  religion.     In  Prudence,  i .  Do  not  eafily  enter- 

tain or  at  all  encourage,  or  willingly  hear  or  promptly  believe  tale-beai'ers, 
and  reporters  of  ottier  mens  faults :  for  oftentimes  we  are  fet  on  fire  by  an 
ignis  farms ,  a  falfe  flame ,  and  an  empty  ftory.  2.  Live  with  peaceabfc 
people  ,  if  thou  can  ft.  5.  Be  not  inquifitive  into  the  mifdemeanours  of 
others,  or  the  reports ,  which  are  made  of  you.  4.  Finde  outreafonsof 
eycufe  to  alleviate  and  lelTen  the  ignorances  of  a  Friend,  or  careleffenelfes 
of  a  fervant.  5.  Obferve,  what  objed  is  apteft  to  inflame  thee,  and  by  fpe- 
ciall  arts  of  fortification  ftop  up  the  avenues  to  that  part.  If  loffes,  if  con- 
tcmpt,if  incivilities,  if  flander,ftil  make  it  the  grcateft  part  of  your  imploy- 
ment  to  fubdue  the  impotency  of  that  pairion,tnat  is  more  apt  to  raife  temp- 
tfts.  6-  Extirpate  petty  curiofities  of  apparell,  lodging,  diet,  and  learn e 
to  be  indifferent  in  circumftances,  and  if  you  be  apt  to  be  tranfported 
with  fuch  little  things,  do  fome  great  thing,  that  fliall  cut  off  their  frequent 
intervening.  7.  Do  not  multiply  fecular cares,  and  troublefome  negoti- 
ations which  have  variety  of  converfation  with  feverall  humours  of  men, 
and  accidents  of  things',  but  frame  to  thy  felfe  a  life  fimple  as  thou  canft,and 
free  from  all  affcftations.  8.  Sweeten  thy  temper  and  allay  the  violence 
of  thyfpiric  with  fome  convenient,  naturali  temperate,  andmedicinall 

folaces  > 
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fc'accsj  for  feme  difpofitionswt  have  feen  inflamed  inxo  anger,  and  often      p^y.^   jj^ 
afllulted  by  peeviflinelTc  through  immoderate  fafting,  and  inconvenient L 


auftcritits.     p.  A  gentle  anfwer  is  an  excellent  Rcmora  to  the  Progreflcs 
of  anger ,  whether  in  thy  felfe  or  others.     For  anger  is  like  the  waves  of  J^'^'lTSSbu^ 
a  troubled  fca ,  when  it  is  corre<Sed  with  a  foft  reply ,  as  with  a  little  ftrand  Fabricctor  de- 
itretircs  and  leaves  nothing  behinde  it,  but  froth  andfliells,  no  perma- ."cripiic  j  arena 
rent  mifchiefe.     ic  aSjlenceis  an  excellent  art,  and  that  waS  thcad- ^^.ii  exipau- 
vice  wiiich  Saint  lf<iac  an  old  religious  perfon  ih  the  Primirive  Church  is  c^c.^^nurclTpedo 
reported  to  have  followed,  to  fiippref^e  his  anger  within  his  breft ,  and  ufe  ch':  li  reprimcrc 
whamieancs  he  could  thereto  ftrangleif,  but  never  permitting  it togoiramnonpotes, 
forth  in  language  *,  anger  2nd  luft  being  like  fire,  which  if  you  enclole,  r.emcatoquii 
luliering  it  to  have  no  emifllon,  it  periflies  and  dies,  but  give  it  thefmalleft  JiJ.^r^J^tl'!Ji"f  j" 
vent,  and  irrages  toacorfumptionof  allitreaches.  And  this  advice  is  co-  fpa  v.a-n  &  fi*- 
incident  with  the  generall  rule,  which  is  prefcribed  in  all  temptations,  that  »auacionem  ef- 
anger  he fupprelTed  in  its  cradle  and firft  b  alTaults.     1 1 .  Laftly  ,  \ct  every  f^'t.^i  rocatta. 
man  becarefull,    that  in  his  repentance  or  in  hiszeale,  or  his  religion,  i^x  quo  fate 
he  be  as  difpaflionate ,  and  free  from  anger  as  is  poffible  j  leaft  anger  pafle  fta" .i^pua*ircnt 
upon  upon  him  in  a  refleye  aft  ,  which  was  rejefted  in  the  direft.   Som.e  iracundia  eira 
jiiortifiers  in  their  conteftationagainft  anger,  or  any  cvillortroublefonie  gutturn^umiKrii 
principle  are  like  cryers  of  afTizes ,  who  calling  for  filence  make  the  grcateft  prcc«derec  ) 
noifcj  they  are  extremely  angry  when  theyaie  fighting  againft  the  habitc  JJ^^*^^  ^^^*^ 
or  violent  inclinations  to  anger. 

But  in  the  way  of  more  ftiift  religion  it  is  advifed  that  he ,  who  would  t,  Melius  r.  eft 
ojre  his  anger,  fliould  pray  often.     It  is  Saint  Auftines counkW  to  the  negarepriT,um 
BiJliop  Akxilms^  that  like  the  Apoftles  in  aftorm.e,  we  fhould  awaken  ir^'ncroicume- 
CHRIST  and  call  to  him  for  aide ,  leaft  we  fhipwrack  in  fo  violent  paf-  ''^"^  '{^.9"'^  ^ 
f  ons,  and  impetuous  difturbances.     2.  Propound  to  thy  (dk  example  of  gioHofa '  ^^^am 
Hieekand  patient  perfons,  remcmbring  alwayes,  that  thtrt  is  a  family  o/admiflTime^cere 
tneeke  Saint  f ,    of  rvhich  Mofes  is  the  Prefident ,  a  family  of  patient  Saints  un-  ^.  Aug  ad  k>To- 
dtr  the  conduil  of  Job^  every  one  in  the  mountain  of  the  LORD  fijall  be  gathered  fu^*'""""/ 
to  his  own  tribe  ■,    to  bis  own  family  in  the  great  day  of  Jubilee^  and  the       Origen, 
angry  fhallperifh  with  the  effefts  of  anger  j  and  peevilh  perfons  fhal I  be  |i^- ^"-*'''' j^' 
vexed  with  the  diffjuietnelTe of  an  eternall  worme  and  fting  of  a  vexatious  dini.  qHoqLe'in- 
Confcience ,  if  they  fufJer  here  the  tranfportations  and  faddeft  effefts  of  an  cendiu  n  tit  pe- 
unmortified,habituall  and  pevailing  anger.  3.  Above  all  things  endeavour  'lerr^re.castiaD. 
tobehumble,tothinkeofthyfelfas^thoudeferveft,  that  is,  meanly  and  un-  T)eHt.'^2, 
worthily ,  and  in  rejfon  it  is  to  be  prefumed ,  thou  wilt  be  more  patient  of 
wrong,  quiet  under  afironts  and  injiiries,  fufceptiveof  inconveniencies,  and 
apt  to  entertain  all  adverfities,  as  infirumenrsof  humiliation,  delcteriesof 
Yice,correftions  of  undecent  pafTions,  and  inf  ruments  of  vertue. 

Thou  fl)alt  not  commit  adultery  ]  Thefe  two  Commandments  are  immediate  5  <>  • 

to  each  other,  and  of  the^greatcft  cognation ;  for  anger  and  luft  work  upon  l.Commnd* 
one  fubjed*,  and  the  fame  fervours  of  blood,  which  make  men  revengefuil 
will  alfo  make  men  unchaft.  Eut  the  prohibition  is  repeated  in  the  words 
of  the  old  Commandment :  So  it  was  faid  to  them  of  old ',  which  was  not 
onely  a  prohibition  of  the  violation  of  the  rights  of  marriage,  but  was 
even  among  the  jews  extended  to  figniHc  all  mixture  of  fexes  not  marri- 
moniall.  For  adu'tery  in fcriprure  is  fometimes  ufed  to fignifie  fornication,and 
fornication  for  adultery :  as  it  is  exprclTed  in  the  permiiTions  of  divorce,  in  the 
cafe  of  fornicatiou  j  and  by  Mofes  Law  fornication  alfo  wae  forbidden,  and  i : 

was  . 
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Part  II.       ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^°  ^"^  reproved  in  the  nacurall.  But  it  is  very  probabIe,that  this 

, '       precept  wasreftrained  onely  to  the  initance  of  adultery  in  the  proper  fcufe, 

that  is,violation  of  marriage",  for  Mofes  did  in  other  annexes  of  the  Law  for- 
bid fornication  *,  And  as  a  blow  or  wound  was  not  efteemed  in  Mofes  law  a 
breach  of  the  fixt  Commandment',  So  neither  was  any  thing  hut  adultery 
efteemed  a  violation  of  the  feventh  by  very  many  of  thtir  own  Doctors ,  cf 
which  I  reckon  this  a  futhcient  probation,becaurc  they  permitted  ftranger 
virgins,  and  captives  to  fornicate  j  cnely  they  believed  it  finfulj  in  the  He- 
brew maidens.  And  when  two  Harlots  pleaded  before  Solomon  for  the  baft- 
^  ^^  ard  child,  hegave  fentence  of  rheir  Queftion,  but  nothing  of  their  crime. 

Stris  voU'    ^Sti'angersjwith  the  Hebrews  fignified  manytin.es  harlots,becaufc  rhey  were 
runtQr&y]  me-  p.^iniitted  to  be  fuch  and  were  entertained  to  fuchpurpofes.  But  thefe  were 
reiruesei^ere-  ^-i-.^  licences  of  a  loofer  interpretation*,  GOD  having  to  all  nations  given  fuf- 
grJnas',  ad  mo^  iicie.  t  teftimony  of  his  detefration  cf  all  roncubinate  not  hallowed  by  mar- 
rem  et  ad  ver-  riage',of  which  among  the  nations  there  was  abundant  teftimony,in  that  the 
turn   Uebrdo-  harlots  were  not  permitted  to  abide  in  the  cities,andwore  vailes  in  teftimony 
Tumjet  Menan-  of  j-h^jf  fhame  and  habituall  undecencies,  which  we  obfcrve  in  the  ftory  bf 
drum  transfe-  Thamdr^zndilibin  Chryjippus,  And  alrhough  it  palled  without  punifhmen", 
rens  Terentius  y^f  never  without  fhame,  and  a  note  of  turpitude*,  and  the  abftincnce  from 
pere^rinamvo-  fornication  was  one  of  the  precepts  of  Noah  to  which  the  Jewes  obliged  the 
catAndriam.    ftranger  Pro/e/yfe/,  who  were  onely  Profelytes  of  the  houfe,  and  the  A- 
(/fff.38. 14.      poftles  inforce  it  upon  the  Gentiles  in  their  firft  Decree  at  Jerufalem,  as 
renewing  an  old  ftock  of  precepts  and  obr!gations,in  which  all  the  conver- 
ted and  religious  Gentiles  did  communicate  with  the  Jewes. 
.  To  this  Chrift  added,  that  the  eyes  miaft  not  be  adulterous'.  His  difciples 

nihil  r  fen     "^"^  "o^  onely  abftaine  from  the  a<ftof  unlawfull  concubinate,  but  from 
h  h  '   ^^^  impurer  intuition  of  a  wife  of  another  man  :  fo  according  to  the  defign 

tpa  ^^rnem  m  of  j^j^^j^oie  Sermon  oppofing  the  righteoufnefie  of  the  fpirit,  to  that  of  the 
??.  -^^^^I^r  Law,or  of  workes,  in  which  the  Jewes  confided.  Chriftians  nmft  have  chaft 
i\wi  A  delires,not  indulging  to  themfelves  a  liberty  of  loofer  thoughts',  keeping  the 
iaMJfmios.apua  ^^  fhrefliold  of  their  temples  pure,that  theH.Ghoftmay  obferve  nothing 
riutarctj.  uncleane  in  the  entry  of  his  habitation.  For  he  that  lufts  after  a  woman  wants 
jX^  .-^tpca  ^  nothing  to  the  confummation  of  the  aft,butfome  convenient  circumftances, 
t^^c.Plato.  ^  ^j^jci^  becaufe  they  are  not  in  our  power,  the  aft  is  impeded,  but  nothing 
Zftjamjervd'  of  the  malice  abated.  Eutfofeverein  thiswas  our  blelfed  Mafter ,  that  he 
YJs  bene  corpus  commanded  us  rather  to  put  our  eyes  out ,  then  to  fuffer  them  to  become 
^aultera.  rmr\s  ^^^  offence  tous',that  is,an  inlet  oftin,or  an  invitation  or  tranfmiflion  of  im- 
^    .,  ,     purity:  by  f«ffr;?^o«r«';eo«t  meaning  the  extinftionofall  incentives  of  luft, 

Cmmbus  exclU'  f^^  ^ejeftionof  all  opportunities,  fe  occasions,  the  quitting  all  conditions  of 
fisinius  adulzer  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^j^j^h  minifters  fuell  to  this  hell  fire.  And  by  this  feverity  we 
erit.OvjcL  ^  ^^^p^  underftand  all  beginnings,temptations,likenefles,and  inltnuations,and 
Incejta  e/.  etj-  minutes  of  lurt,and  impurity  to  be  forbidden  to  Chriftians  j  fuch  as  are  all 
gmftne  Jtupro  j^j^j-^f^  delegations  in  vanity,wanton  words,gefturs,balls,revellings,wantoii 
qudijtuprum  cliett,garifh  and  lafcivious  dreffings,  and  trimmings  of  the  body,loofer  ban- 
qudirit.  Seneca.  ^^^^^-^^^^^  ^11  making  provifions  for  the  tielli  to  fullfill  the  lufts  of  it,al  luft  of 
-mt^iv  vn]uf*  eoncupifcence,and  all  luft  of  the  eye,&  all  luft  of  the  hand,unclean  cwnafts 
jiSO  .*^'X*~'  ^  are  to  be  refci  nded,all  luft  of  the  tongue  and  palate,al  furfetting  ,&  drunken- 
>*'»«  t '«  *  '^"=^-  nes,for  it  is  im-poftible  to  keep  the  fpirit  pure,  if  it  be  expofed  to  all  the  cn- 
7ot  a"i./poc  h  «t-  tertainment  ot  enemies  j  aud  if  Chrift  forbad  the  wanton  eye,and  placed  ic 
9^^io^tii%  under  the  prohibition  of  adultery,it  is  certaine,whatfoever  minlfters  to  that 
Ckanthes*        vice5and  invites  to  it,  is  within  the  fame  reftraintjit  is  th«  eye  or  the  hand, 

or 
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or  the  foot,   that  is  to  be  cut  off.    To  this  commandment  faftings'     p^(.^  u. 

and  fcvcre  abftinenccs  are  apt  to  be  reduced,as  being  the  proper  abfcifTion . 

of  the  infuumentsand  tcniptationsof  luft ,  to  which  Chrift  invites  by  the 
niixt  propoficion  of  threatiiing  and  reward ',  for  better  it  is  to  goe  to 
heaven  with  but  one  eye,  or  one  foot,  that  is,  with  a  body  halfe  nouriflied 
then  with  full  meales  and  an  adive  luft  to  enter  into  hell.  And  in  this  our 
B.  Lord  is  a  Phyfician  rather  then  a  Lawgiver,  for  abftinence  from  all  im- 
pure concubinate,  and  niorofe  dele<ftations  fo  much  as  in  thought,bcing  the 
commandment  of  GOD,  that  CHRIST  bids  us  retrench  the  occafions  and 
infinuations  of  luft,  it  is  a  facilitating  the  duty,  not  a  new  feveiity,  but  a  fe- 
curi  ty  and  caution  of  prudence. 

.  TboHJbah  notfteale]  To  this  precept  Chrift  added  nothingv  bccaufe  God  ^7. 

had  already  in  the  Decalogue  fortified  this  precept  with  a  reftraint  upon    Z.Command^ 
rhe^defires.  For  the  tenth  Commandment  forbids  all  coveting  of  our  *  crcfcic  indul- 
Neighbours  goods',  for  the  wife  there  reckoned,  andforbiden  to  be  detired  f  "j^^fj^g  "Jj^'j^ 
from  another  man,  is  not  a  reftraint  of  libidinous  appetite,  but  of  the  cove-  ^^  p^fhc  nili  ** 
tons*,  it  being  accounted  part  of  wealth  to  have  a  numerous  family,  many  cjuiarrorbi  Fu- 
wives  and  many  fervants',  and  this  alfo  God  by  the  Prophet  Nathan  upbrai-  g^rit  vcnis,ec  a- 
ded  to  Vavid^i  inftancc  oWavids  wealth  and  Gods  liberality.  But  yet  this  2o?^"r  l'^^ 
Commandment  Chrilt  adopted  into  his  law,  it  being  prohibited  by  the  na-  Horace  ^^"°^ 
turallLaw,  or  the  Lawof  right  reafon,  commonwealths  not  being  able  to 
fubfift  without  diftin<^ion  of  Dominion,  nor  induftry  to  be  encouraged,but       ,  . 

by  propriety,  nor  families  to  be  maintained,  but  by  defence  of  juft  rights  i/."deVurds*  ui* 
and  truely  purchafed  PoflefTions.  And  this  Prohibition  extends  to  all  injuft-  pijnns  J.  pro- 
ice,  whether  done  by  Force,  or  Fraud",  whether  it  be  by  ablation  or  pre-  brum.  D.deVcr- 
vcntion,or  detaining  of  rights',  any  thing,  in  which  injury  is  done  direftly  borum  iignifica- 
or  obliquely  to  our  Neighbours  fortune.  "'^°*'    « 

Thou  jhalt  not  bearefalfe  whneife]  that  is,  thou  flialt  notanfwer  in  judge-       rMwtand. 
mentagainft  thy  Neighbour  falfely:  which  teftimony  in  the  Law  was  given    ^'  ^^^ 
folenmely  and  by  oath,  invoking  the  name  of  God.  /^^j«r^  thee  by  Ood^that 
thou  tellus^  whether  thou  be  the  Chrift^  faid  the  High  Preift  to  the  B.  ]cfus, 
that  is„fpeake  upon  thy  oath;  and  then  he  told  them  fully,  though  they^ 
made  it  the  pretence  of  murdering  him,  and  he  knew  they  would  doe  fo. 
ConfefTing  and  witncffing  truth  ts  giving  glory  to  Gody  but  falfe  witnelfe  is 
high  injuftice,  it  is  inhumanity  and  treafon  againft  the  quietneflc,  or  life  or 
poflefTion  of  a  juft  perfon*,  it  is  in  itfelfc  irregular,  and  unrcafonable,  and 
therefore  is  fo  forbidden  to  Chriftians,  not  onely  asitisunjuft,butasit  is 
falfe j  for  a  lye  in  eommunieation,  and  private  converfe  is  alfo  forbidden  as, 
well  as  unjuft  tefiimony,/t'r  every  tnanfpeake  truth  with  his  Neighbour^  that  is 
in  private  fociety  j  uid  whether  a  lye  be  in  ieft  "^  or  eariieft.when  the  purpofe  p  , 
is  to  deceive  and  abufe,  though  in  the  fmalleft  inftance,  it  is  in  that  degree  ♦tp"  anondam 
triminall,as  it  is  injurious',  I  find  not  the  fame  affirmed  in  every  deception  neioco  quidcTj 
of  our  Neighbours,  wherein  no  man  is  injured,  and  fome  are  benefited,  the  jr^niicim  i'ui^c 
crrour  of  the  affirmation  being  nothing,  but  a  naturall  irregularity,  nothing  '^^•"'i^tfi'^' 
malicious,  but  very  charitable-,  I  finde  nofeverity  fuperadded  to  Chrift  to  b^.^liVcm   dc 
this  commandment  prohibiting  fuch  difcourfe,  which  without  injury  to  any  a,  ,',,He  refert 
man  deceives  man  into  piety  orfafety.  But  this  is  to  be  extended  no  fur-  PUiurcHus. 
ther'.  In  all  things  elfe  we  niuft  be  fevere  in  our  difcourfts^^?^^  rieither  lye  in  a. 
great  matter^  nor  afmall,  for  the  cuftcme  thereof  is  notgood^  faith  the  fon  of  Si- 
rach.  I  could  adde  concerning  this  precept.1  hat  Chrift  having  left  it  in  that 
condition  he  found  it  in  the  Decalogue  witliout  any  change  or  alteration  of 

clrcumftauce 
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p      -        cuniftancc,  we  are  commanded  to  give  true  -eftin'ony  in  Judgement,  which 

becauTe  itwas  under  an  Oath,  there  lyes  upon  us  no  prohibition,  but  afeve- 

rity  of  iniundion  tofweare  truth  in  judgement,  when  we  are  required.  The 
fecuring  of  teftimonies  was  by  the  fanftity  of  an  oath,  and  this  reniaines  un- 
altered in  Chriftianity. 

Thou f!)alt  not  covet  j  This  Commandment  we  find  no  where  repeated  m 
the  Gofpell  by  oar  blefled  Saviour  j  buc  it  is  inferted  in  the  repetition 
59*         of  the  fee ond  Table,  which  Saint  Pdw/ mentioned  to  the  Komans',  for  it 
X,Command.    vvas  fo  abundantly  exprefled  in  the  inclofures  of  other  precepts,  and  the 
finrulTaa^cSa-  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  of  Chrifts  doarine,  that  itwas  lelfe  needful!  fpecially  to  ex- 
tioaj   fieri poile  P^^fi^^t^a^^  which  is  every  where  affixed  to  many  precepts  Evangelicall. 
Tola  men  cc,  atqi  Particuiifly,  it  is  inherent  in  the  firft  beatitude;  Bleffea  are  the  poore  in 
animo  at  furcum  fphh  ',  and  it  meanes,  that  we  fhould  not  wilh  our  Neighbours  goods  with 
Geiu"Tc  r^^  a  deliberate  entertained  defire  j  but  that  upon  the  commencement  of  the 
Has'patitur  pi  Hiotion,  ic  be  disbanded  inftantly  *,  for  he  that  does  not  at  the  firft  ad- 
nas  peccandi  fo-  drefle  and  incitement  of  the  paflfion  fupprefle  it ,  he  hath  given  it  that  en^ 
la  voluntas        tertainment ,  which  in  every  period  of  ftaying  is  a  degree  of  niorofe  de- 
ft  tTnwm  qiir^  legation  in  the  appetite.     And  to  this  I  find  not,  Chi  ift  added  any  thing, 
cogicat  ullurn     ^°^  ^^^  ^^  '^  ^^'f^  forbidding  to  entertaine  the  defire  ,  hath  commanded 
Fafti  crimen  ha-  the  inftant  and  prefent  fuppreffion?  they  are  the  fame  thing,  and  cannot 
bee  — jMvenal,  reafonably  be  diftinguifhcdi  Now  that  CHRIST  in  the  inftance  of  adultery 
hath  coBimanded  to  abftainalfo  from  occAfions  and  accedes  toward  the  luft,in 
this  hath  not  the  fame ;  feverity  :  becaule  the  vice  of  covetoufnefle  is  not 
fuch  a  wild  fire  as  luft  is,not  inflamed  by  contaiS ,  and  neighbourhood  of 
all  things  in  the  world  :  everything  maybe  inftrumentall  to  libidinous 
defires,  but  to  covetous  appetites  there  aic  not  temptations  of  fo  diflerenc 
natures. 
.^  Concerning  the  order  of  thefe  Commandments  it  is  not  unufefully  obfer- 

^  ved,that  if  we  account  from  the  firft  to  the  laft,  they  are  of  greateft  perfe<S^i- 

on,which  are  laft  defaibed  j  and  he  who  is  arrived  to  that  feverity  and  do- 
minion of  himfelfe  as  not  to  defire  his  neighbours  goods,  is  very  from  aiS^u- 
all  injury  i  and  fo  in  proportion  *,  ic  being  the  leaft  degree  of  religion  to 
confeflfe  but  one  GOD',  but  therefore  vices  are  to  take  their  eftimate  in 
the  contrary  order  *,  he  that  prevaricates  the  firft  commandment  is  the 
greateft  fmner  in  the  world  j  and  the  leaft  is,he  that  onely  covets  without 
any  aftuall  injuftice.  And  there  is  no  variety  or  objeftion  in  this,  unlefle 
it  be  altered  by  the  accidental!  difference  of  degrees  ;  but  in  the  kiads  of 
finne  the  rule  is  true  :  this  onely.  The  fixt  and  feventh  are  other- 
wife  in  the  Hebrew  bibles  then  ours  j  and  in  the  Greek  otherwife  in  Exo- 
dus then  in  Deuteronomy ',  and  by  this  rule  it  is  a  greater  finne  to  commit 
adultery  then  to  kill  h  concerning  which  we  have  no  certainty  fave  that  S. 
Paul  in  one  refpe<ft  makes  the  fin  of  uncleannefle  the  greateft  of  any  fin, 
whofe  fcene  lyes  in  the  body  Every  fm  is  without  the  btdyjbut  hi  that£9trmtts 
firtmcation  fins  a^ainfi  his  own  body. 


The 


The  Prayer. 

OEternalljESVS ,  wifdome  of  the  Father ,  thou  light  of  Jems  and  Gen^ 
tiles^aad  the  great  Mafter  of  the  worlds  who  by  thy  Holyfermons  and  deer- 
eftrevelatms  of  the  my  faeries  of  thy  Fathers  kjngdQmes  didft  invite  all  the  world 
to  great  degrees  ofjufljce^purity  and f anility,  and  inflrull  us  all  in  a  holy  inftitution^ 
give  usunderftandingofthy  lawes  that  the  light  of  thy  coelefiiall  doBrine  illumina' 
ting  our  darkenejfesy  and  makjng  bright  all  the  recefes  of  ourfpirits  and  under- 
ftanding^we  may  direU  ourfeet^all  the  lorver  man^the  afe^ions  of  the  inferiour  ap- 
petite to  walkein  the  paths  of  thy  commandments  j  Deeref\  GOD  make  us  to  live  a 
life  of  religion  and  juflice^of  love  and  duty ,  thatyt^e  may  adore  thy  Ma]eHy  and  re- 
verence thy  name,  and  love  thy  mercy  ^and  admire  thy  infinite  glories  andperfeEliens^ 
and  obey  thy  precepts  *,  make  us  to  love  thee  for  thyfelfe ,  and  our  neighbours  for 
thee  ;  make  us  t9  be  all  love  and  all  duty^  that  we  may  adorn  the  Gofpell  of  thee 
eurLORD,  walking  worthy  of  our  vocation,  that  as  thou  half  calledustobc 
thy  Difciples^  fo  we  may  walks  therein ,  doing  the  worke  sffaithfull  fervants, 
and  may  receive  the  adojtion  offonnes,  and  the  gift  of  eternall glory,  which  thou 
haft  referved  for  all  the  Difciples  of  thy  holy  Inftitution.  Make  all  the  world  o- 
bey  thee  as  a  Prophet,  that  being  redeemed  and  purified  by  thee  our  High  Prieft^ 
all  may  reign  with  thee  our  King  in  thy  eternall  kjngdome^  0  EternalljE  SVS^ 
wifedome  of  thy  Father^  Amen. 

f)Ji>hl^  ?i?!)0?:S!?3?^  J;?5S^SSS  *^^^^E*  *^*  **S 

of  the  three  additionall  Precepts  which 

Christ  fupcrinduced,  and  made  parts 

of  the  Chriftian  Law. 


Difcourfe,  X. 

Of  Charity  with  itsparts^forgimng^  Giving^ 

not  Judging. 

of  Forgivenefle.  Parci. 

JMMHe  holy  JESUS  coming  to  reconcile  all  the  world  to  GOD ,  would 
^^^  reconcile  all  the  parts  of  the  world  one  with  another,that  they  m^ 
l^fe^  rejoyce  in  their  common  band ,  and  their  common  falvation  : 
the  firft  inftance  of  charity,  forbad  to  Chriftians  all  revenge  of  m- 
^ics,  which  was  a  perfctJtion,  and  endccrcmem  of  duty  beyond  whac 
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either  moft  of  the  old  Philofophers  or  the  lawcs  of  the  Nations,or  of  Mofcs 
_____  ever  phftifed  orenjoyned .  For  revenge  was  efteenied  to  unhallowed,  un- 
Jtifticioj  p.imu;r,  chfiftian  natures  as  fweet  as  life,  a  fatifra^fi-ion  of  injuries,  and  the  oncly 
munus  dx  iit  n,  cureof maladies  and  aflronts .  Oiiely,  lawes  of  the  wifeft  Commonwealths 
cLi  noceac  i  iii  commanded  that  revenee  fhould  be  taken  by  the  Tudge*,  a  few  cafes  being 
cictr:  dcortic,  ^^cepted,  in  whicli  by  Itntcnce  or  the  Law,  the  injured  perfon  or  his  necr- 
Exod :  21*  2 : .  eft  relative  might  be  the  executioner  of  the  vengcance,as  among  the  Jewes 
I  evit:  ?4  29,  w  the  cr/e  of  murder,  among  the  Romans  in  the  cafe  cfan  Adulterefle  or  a 
Iddrc  ^iV  ■  ^  raviflied  daughter,  the  Father  might  kill  the  AdukerelTe  or  the  raviflier> 
ru"X -'^ifb  ^"c^rher  things  the  Judge  onely  was  to  be  the  Avenger.  But  Chri  ft  com- 
pi«blicrtu'-k  ntandcd  his  Difciples  rather  then  to  take  revenge  to  expofe  themfelves  to  a 
videtur  inmeJic  fecond  injury,  rather  oficr  the  other  cheeke,then  be  avenged  for  a  blow  on 
ccniijjuca  na  this-,/or  vengeance  belongs  {9  Goii,  and  he  will  retaliate  '^  and  to  that  wrath  we 
ipfi  pt^^ttei  e  ^^^  ghepUce,  faith  S.Paul,  that  is  in  well  doing  and  evill  fuffering  commmit  our 
valeat  uhions^:/^^'^^!^  to  Im  righteovs judgement^.  lta.vmg\-oomQ  for  his  execution,  who  will 
Honor  ec  The-*  Certainly  doe  it,  if  we  fnatch  not  the  fword  from  his  arme. 
Th'  ^"i^°^*  ^^^  ^*^i^e  obferve,  that  cur  B.  Saviour  inftanced  but  in  fmaller  injuriesj 

T  •odes:  j^^  j.|^^j.  ^^^  ^^  j-^^y^^.  ^  i^Jq.^  qj^  ^^^^  cheeke  did  not  oblige  us  tamely  to  be 

•     .  ^  facrificedvhe  that  enjoyned  us  to  put  up  the  loffe  of  our  coat  and  cloake, 

ii^w;  1 2.  1^0  jj J  notllgnify  his  plcafure  to  be  that  we  fliouldfuffer  onr  family  to  be  tur- 
ned our  cf  doors,  and  our  whole  eftat^  aliened  and  cancelled,  efpecially  we 
being  otliervvife  obliged  to  provide  for  them  under  the  pain  of  the  cuise  of 
Infidelity.  And  indeed  there  is  much  reafon  onr  dcfencesniay  be  extended 
when  the  injuries  are  too  great  for  our  fuffcrance,  or  that  our  defence  bring 
no  greater  dammage  to  the  other  then  we  divert  from  our  felves.  But  our 
blefed  Saviours  prohibition  is  inftanced  in  fuch  fmall  particulars,which  are 
no  limitations  oFthe  general]  precept,  but  particulars  of  common  confide- 
Mi5  uyjig-iMHj  tJ  ration.  Bui  I  f^y  unt^  you  reftjl  not  evill  ]  So  our  Englidi  Teftament  reades 
sTowscT.  it,  but.the  word  f  gnit^es  avenge  not  evilly  and  it  bindes  us  to  this  oneIy,thac 

Sumicur  fenfu  we  be  not  avengers  of  tlie  wrong,  but  rather  fuffer  twice  theno  nee  to  be 
genera^i  pro  avenged.  He  that  is  ftruckon  the  face  m.ay  runaway,  or  may  divert  the 
omni  rstahati;:     hlov^j  or  bind  the  hand  of  his  enemy  ;  and  he  whofe  coat  is  fnatched  away 


cne. 


may  take  it  againe,  if  without  injury  to  the  other,  he  may  doe  it.  We  are 
fometimes3o«;?^to  rcfift-evill  *,  every  cleering  of  our  innocence,  refuting 
of  calumnies,  quitting  our  felves  of  reproach  is  a  relifting  evill  j  bur  fuch 
which  is  hallowed  to  us  by  the  example  of  our  Lord  himfelf,  and  his  A- 
poftles.  But  this  precept  is  cleerely   expounded  by  S.  V'du\^Render  not  evill 

Rm:  12. 17.  jf^y  ^yjii^  ^h^j.  J5^  ^p  nQj.  revenged?  you  may  either  fecure  or  reftore  your 
felves  to  the  condition  of  yourown.potfefTions  or  fame,or  preferve  your  life, 
provided  that  no  evHl  bei-ecurned  to  him  that  ofltrs  thejinjuryj^or  fo  facred 
are  the  lawes  ofChrift,  fo  holy  and  great  is  hisexample,fo  much  hath  he  en- 
deer'd  vs  who  were  his  enemies,and  lb  frequently,and  feverely  hath  he  prea- 
ched and  enjoyned  forgivenefie,  that  he  who  knowes  not  to  forgive,  knowes 
not  to  be  like  a  Chriftian,  and  a  Difcinle  of  fo  gentle  a  Mafter.  ■ 

f  ^  So  that  the  fmallnefie  or  greatnelfe  of  the  inftance  alters  not  the  cafe  in 

this  duty  :  In  the  greateft  matters  we  are  permitted  onely  to  an  innocent 
defence-,  in  the  fmalleft  we  may  dofotooj  I  may  as  well  hold  my  coat 
faft  as  my  gold,  and  I  may  as  well  hide  my  goods  as  run  away,  and 
thats  a  defence,  ^nd  if  my  life  be  in  danger,'l  uiuft  do  no  more  but  de- 
fend my  felf.  Save  onely  that  dcfeiKeincafc  of  life  is  of  a  larger  fignifi- 

cation 
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cattori  then  in  cafc"  of  goods,  f  may  wound  my  enemy,  H"  I  cannot  clfebe      p^r^l'll 

faR',  1  iiui}  diijihelum,  or  in  anyfenlc  difublchim,  and  this  is  extended ! 

even  toa'liberty  to  kiil  him,  if  my  defence  neceiTarily  ftands  upon  fo 
hardconaicions',  for  although  I  muft  not  give  him  a  wound  for  a  wound,  sucanam  peri- 
becaufe  that  cannot  cure  me,but  is  certainly  revenge,  yet  when  my  life  can-  taro,  fed  uc  be 
not  be  othcnvife  fafe,rhen  by  killing  hini,l  have  ufed  that  liberty,which  na-  non  peream,  mCi 
tore  hath  permitted  me  and  Chrid  hath  notforbidden,who  onely  interdift-  |j.agn"^h«n,,inir, 
cd  revenge,  and  forbad  no  defence,  which  is  charital>le  and  neceITary,and  JJ^c  ^n-.^nx  rej 
not  blended  with  malice  and  anger.  Audit  is  as  muchcharity  to  prefcrvc  merccs.  Sencca. 
Hiy  felfe  as  him  when  1  feare  to  dye. 

But  although  we  find  this  ro  where  forbidden,yet  it  is  very  confonanr  to  ^' 

the  excellent  mercy  of  the  Gofpell,and  greatly  laudable,if  we  choofe  rather 
to  loofe  onr  life  in  imitation  of  Chrift,  then  fave  it  by  the  lolTe  of  anothers 
in  purfuancc  of  tlie  permifTions  of  nature  *,  When  nature  onely  gives  leave, 
and  no  law-giver  gives  command  to  defend  our  lives,  and  the  excellence  of 
Chriftianity  highly  commends  dying  for  our  enemies,3nd  propounds  to  our 
imitation  the  greateft  example  tnat  ever  could  be  in  the  world,It  is  a  very 
g  reat  impei  feftion ,  if  we  choofe  not  rather  to  obey  an  inllnuation  of  the 
H.jESnS,tlienwith  greedinefle  and  appetite  purfue  the  bare  permifTions 
of  nature.But  in  this  we  have  no  nccefTity. Onely  this  is  to  he  read  with  two 
caations.  i .  So  long  as  the  afiaulted  perfon  is  in  aduall  danger  he  muft  ufe 
all  arts,and  fubterfuges,which  his  wit  or  danger  can  fupply  him  with,  as  paf- 
five  defence,flighf,arts  of  diverfion,  intreaties,  foft  and  gentle  anfwers,  or 
whatfoever  is  in  its  kind  innocent,  to  prevent  his  fin  and  my  danger ,  that 
when  he  is  forced  to  his  laft  defence,it  may  be  certain  he  hath  nothing  of  re- 
venge mingled  in  fo  fad  a  reme<ly.  2.  That  this  be  not  underftood  to  be  a 
permifrton  to  defend  our  lives  againft  an  angry  and  unjuft  Prince  j  for  if 
my  lawful!  Prince  fliould  attempt  my  life  with  rage,  or  with  the  a  bu  fed 
folemnities  of  law,in  the  firft  cafe  the  facrednelfe  of  hisPerfon,in  the  fecond,  Privatas  inkni- 
the  reverence,and  religion  ofauthority  are  his  defenfativcs  ,  and  immure  cjtias,  non  prin- 
him,and  bind  my  hands,  that  I  muft  not  lift  them  up,  but  to  heaven  for  my  ^."P*.^  ukircar. 
own  defence  and  his  pardon.  Taiit  1  ?'Ann«l 

But  the  vain  pretences  of  vainer  pcrfons  have  here  made  aQueftion,  ^^ 
where  there  is  no  fquple,and  if  I  may  defend  my  life  with  the  fword,or  with 
any  thing  which  nature  and  the  lawes  forbid  not,why  not  aKb  mine  honour, 
which  is  as  deere  as  life,which  makes  my  life  without  contempt,  ufefull  to 
my  friend ,  and  comfortable  to  my  felre*,  for  to  be  reputed  a  coward,  a 
baffled  perfon,and  one  that  will  take  afiVonts ,  is  to  be  miferable  and  fcorn- 
ed,and  to  invite  all  infolent  perfons  to. do  me  injuries.  May  it  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fight  for  m.ine  honour ,  and  to  wipe  oti'  the  ftaines  of  my  reputa- 
•  tion  ?  'Honour  is  as  deere  as  life,and  fometimes  deerer.  To  this  I  have  many 
things  to  fay.  For  that  which  men  in  tliis  Queftion  call  honour  is  nothing 
but  a  reputation  am.ongft  perfons  vaine ,  unchriftian  in  their  deportment, 
empty  and  ignorant  foules,who  count,thar,the  ftandart  of  honour,  which  is 
the  inftrument  of  reprobation ,  as  if  to  be  a  gentleman  were  to  be  no  Chri- 
ftian.  They  that  have  built  their  reputation  upon  fiKh  focieties  muft  take 
new  eft  i  mates  of  it ,  according  as  the  wine,  or  fancy,or  cuftome ,  or  fome 
great  fighting  perfon  ftiall  determine  if,  and  whatfoever  invites  a  quarrel! 
is  a  rule  of  honour.  But  dien  itis  a  fad  confideration  to  remember ,  that 
it  is  accouoted  hoRour  not  to  recede  firpm  any  thing  we  have  faid 

Ii2  ^ 
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Part  Il~^  h"^  dont^  It  is  honour  not  to  take  the  lye  ,  in  the  meane  time  it  Is  not  dif- 

'  ^oncm'iibie  tolyeinded,  but  to  be  told  fo,  and  not  to  kill  him  that 
ayes  it,  and  venture  my  life  and  his  too,that  is  a  forfeiture  of  reputation.  A 
niiflrcfie  favour ,  an  idle  difcourfe,  a  jefi:,a  jeaioufy,a  health,a  gayety,  any 
thing  nmft  ingage  two  lives  in  hazard  ,  and  two  foules  in  ruine,or  elfe  they 
are  difhonoured.  As  if  a  life  which  is  fo  deare  to  a  mans  felfe,  which 
ought  to  be  deare  to  ethers ,  which  all  lawes  and  wife  Princes,  and  ftates 
have  fecured  by  the  circunivallation  of  lawes,  and  penalties,  which  nothing 
but  heaven  can  recompence  for  the  lofTe  of,  which  is  the  breath  of  GOD, 
which  to  preferveChrift  dyed.  The  Son  of  GOD  dyed,  as  if  this  were  fo 
contemptible  a  thing,  that  it  nmft  be  ventured  for  fatisfadionofa  vitious 
perfon,.or  a  vaine  cuftome,  oifuch  a  folly,  which  a  wife,  andafevere 
perfon  had  rather  dye  then  be  guilty  of.  Honour  is  from  him  that  ho- 
nours ',  now  certainly  GOD ,  and  the  King  are  the  fountains  of  honour : 
Bight  rcafon ,  and  religion,the  Scripture,  and  the  lawes,  are  the  beft  rules 
of  eftimating  honourjand  if  we  offer  to  account  oui"  honours  by  the  fenfeleffe 
and  illiterate  difcourfes  of  vaine  and  vitious  pcrfons  our  honour  can  be  no 
greater  then  the  fountain  from  whence  it  is  derivative  ;  and  at  this  rate, 
Harpajie  SenecasWivesioole  might  have  declared  therfiteszn  honourable 
perfon,and  every  bold  gladiatour  in  a  Roman  theatre ,  or  a  fighting  rebel! 
among  the  flaves  of  ^jj^rr^,  or  atrooper  of>S';)^n^cMj  his  guard  might  have 
flood  upon  their  honour  upon  equall,and  as  faire  a  cliallenge.Certainly  there 
is  no  greater  honour  then  to  be  like  the  holy  JESUS ,  and  he  is  dele<^able 
in  the  eyes  of  GOD ,  .and  fo  are  all  his  relatives  and  followers,  by  participa- 
tion of  his  honour  ^  and  nothing  can  be  n>ore  honourable  then  to  do  wife 
and  excellent  aiftions  according  to  the  accoant  of  Divine  and  humane  Laws^ 
and  if  either  GOD  or  the  King  can  derive  honour  upon  their  fubjeds;  then 
whatfoever  is  contrary  to  that  which  they  honour,  muft  needs  be.  bafe,  dif- 
honourable  and  inglorious. 

But  if  we  be  troubled  for  feare  of  new  and  fucceeding  injuries,  and  will 
needs  fight ,  and  as  much  as  lies  in  us  kill  out  Brother  to  prevent  an  injury, 
nothing  can  be  more  unworthy  of  aChriftian,  nothing  can  be  more  inhu- 
mane.    Cato  pleading  in  the  Roman  Senate  in  behalfe  of  the  Rhodian  Em- 
»  bal!adourswho  came  to  begg  peace  of  the  Commonwealth  which  had  enter- 

i  ytf  n  *!M>i''  ^.^in^j  an  anger  ,  and  fome  thoughts  of  warre  againft  them,upon  pretence. 


Sit  (ry  pas  x. 
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that  the  Rhodians  would  warre  with  them,  when  they  durft ,  difcourfed  fe- 
voint^^n^  K)  Si  verely  and  prudently  againft  fuch  unreafonable  purpofes.  And  the  life  of 
(Mh\tty^  Its  ^c- 1  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^j^^  intereft  of  ftates  is  not  like  the  trade  of  fencers,whofe  lot  is 
'^  J"':^ .  ' '  to  conquer,  if  they  ftrikefirft,  to  dye,if  they  be  prevented  j  Mans  life  is 
^lEunpa,  c  j^^j.  ^ftablifbed  upon  fo  unequall,and  unreafonable  neceflities,  that  either 
MnbuamVuB  uli '  ^^  niuftfirft  doe  an  injury,or  elfe  it  is  certain  we  nmft  receive  a  mifchiefe, 
concedi'ijne  GODS  providence  and  care  in  his  governmerjt  of  the  world  is  more  vigil, 
iurrmo  omnhira  ant  and  mercifuU ,  and  he  prote(Ss  per fons  innocent ,  andjuft,in  all  cafes, 
pericuio  potd^j^x^^pj-  ^Yi^^i  he  meanes  to  make  an  injury  the  inftrument  of  a  grace 
weHcocddtrra  ^'^  ^  violent  death  to  be  the  gate,  of  glory.  It  was  not  ill  an- 
quo  metuiiic  u  fwcred  of  jHerope-  to  King  Polyphonies,,  who  therefore  killed  his 
dicatneipicpo-  Brother,  becaufe  he  had  entertained  a  ptirpofe  to  have  killed  him*,  yon 
tterius  occidcie-  jf)ould  onely  have  done  the  fame  injury  to  him ,  which  he  did  to  you  j  you 
tiir  cjcero.        Jhould  ftill  have  had  apurpofe  to  kill  him ,  for  his  unjuftice  went  no  further, 

audit  is  h^d  to  requite  iU  aad  uAcertalnc  pui-pofes  with  a^uall  murder, 

cfpeeially. 
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efpccially  when  we  arc  as  much  fecured  by  the  power  of  Iawes,as  the  whole      part  II."* 

common  wealth  is  in  all  its  grcateft  interefts.     And  therefore  for  Chriftians ^ 

to  kill  a  man,  to  prevent  being  baffled  or  defpifed  is  to  ufe  an  extreame 
defperare  remedy,  infinitely  painefull  and  deadly,  to  prevent  a  little 
griping  in  the  htllyforefeen  as  pofTible  to  happen  it  may  be  three  years 
after.     Butbefides^  this  obje<^ion  fuppofes  a  difeafe  almoft  asearneftly 
to  be  cured  as  this  of  the  maine  Qucftion  -,  for  it  reprefents  a  man  keeping 
company  with  lewd  and  debauched  perfons,  fpendinghis  time  in  vanity, 
drunken  focicties,or  engaged  in  luft,  or  placing  his  fcene  amongft  perfons 
apt  to  doe  affronts  and  unworthy  niifdemeanours ',  and  indeed  an  affront, 
an  in)ury,ablow,  or  a  loud  difgrace  is  not  the  confequent  of  not  fighting, 
butapuiiifhment  for  engaging  in  loofe,  baferand  vitious  company.     If 
the  gallants  of  the  age  would  finde  an  honeft ,  and  a  noble  imployment,or 
would  be  delicate  in  the  choice  of  their  friends  and  company,or  would  be 
fevere  in  taking  accounts  of  themfclvcs ,  and  of  their  time,  would  live  as 
becomes  perfons  wife  and  innocent,that  is,like  Chriftians,  they  would  foon 
perceive  themfelves  removed  farre  from  injuries,  and  yet  further  from 
trouble,  when  fuch  levities  of  mifcliance,  or  folly  fhould  intervene.     Bnc 
fuppofea  man  affronted  or  difgraced,  itisconfiderable  whether  the  man 
ckfervedit,  or  no  :  Ifhe  did,  let  him  entertain  it  for  his  punifliment,  and 
ufeitforan  inftriimentofcorre<^ion,  andhumilityj  If  he  did  not,  as  an 
inftance  of  fortitude  and  defpiteof  lower  thirigs.     But  to  venture  lives 
to  abolifh  a  paft-a<ft  is  madnefle ,  unkffe  in  both  thofe  lives  there  was  not 
good  enough  to  be  efteemed  greater  and  of  better  value ,  then  the  light  - 
affront  had  in  it  of  mifery  and  trouble.  Certainly  thofe  perfons  are  very  un- 
fortunate in  whofe  lives  much  more  plcafure  is  not,  then  there  is  mifchiefc  . 
in  a  light  blow,  or  a  lighter  affront ,  from  a  vain  or  an  angry  peifon. 
But  fuppofc  there  were  not  *,  yet  how  can  fighting  or  killing  my  Adverfa- 
ry  wipe  off  my  afpcrfion ,  or  take  off  my  blow,  or  prove  that  I  did  not  lye  y 
for  it  is  but  an  ill  argument  to  fay,  if  I  dare  kill  him,  then  I  did  notlye: 
Or  if  I  dare  fight,  then  he  ftroolce  me  notj  or  if  I  dare  venture  damnation, 
then  I  am  an  honourable  pcrfon,  and  yet  further  j  who  gave  me  power 
over  my  own  life  ,  or  over  the  life  of  another ,  that  I  fliall  venture  my 
own  J  and  offer  to  take  his.  GOD  and  GODS  vicegerent  oncly  are  thi  . 
LORDS  of  lives,  who  made  us  judges ,  and  Princes,  or  Gods,  and  if  we 
be  not  fuch,  we  are  murderers  and  villaines.     When  Mofss  w^oviXA  have., 
parted  the  Duellift£,thar  fought  in  Egypt,  the  injurious  pcrfon  asked  him  y 
who  made  thee  a  judge  or  ruler- over  us  ?  Wilt  thou  killmt ,  as  thou  dJdfi  the  E- 
gyptjanyejierday  ?  meaning  he  had  no  power  to  kill ,  none  to  judge  of  life  *1  j^icpcil/Tie 
and  death  unleffc  he  had  been  made  a  ruler.Yea  but  flefh  and  blood  cannot  Wdni>  UIk  y- 
endure  a  blow  or  a  difgrace.  Grant  that  too,  but  take  this  into  the  account*,  o^inM^xt  w^«s-" 
fejh  and  blood  jh  all  not  inherit  thekjngdome  of  GOD.  And  yet  befides  this,  thofe  iyn^ulat  ^^leSu 
perfons  have  but  a  tender  ftock  of  reafon,andwifdome,ar:d  patience,  who  Menand... 
have  not  difcourfe  enough  to  make  them  heare  an  injury,which  the  Philofo- 
phy  of  the  Gentiles  without  the  light  of  Chriftianity  taught  them  to  tolerate 
with  fo  much  cquanimity,and  difpaffionate  entertainment.  That  perfon  is 
not  a  man,who  knovves  not  how  to  fi  ft'cr  the  inconvenience  of  an  accic'ent, 
and  indifcretion  of  light  perfons  •,  or  if  he  could  not,  yet  certainly  that  is  a 
mad  in]patience,when  a  man  to  remedy  the  paine  of  a  drop  of  fcaldiny,  wa- 
ter flial  drench  hinifelfe  in  the  liquid  flames  of  pirch,apd  a  bituminous  bath.    .  ^ 
Truth  is,to  fight  a  duell  is  a  thin^r ,  that  all  \  ingJomes  are  bound  to  re-         ' ' 

li  3  ftraine 
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Part  IL      ^^^'"^  wJt^  higheft  feverity ,  it  is  a  confocktionof  Tnany  the  woift  ads, 
— — ■  tliic  3  perfon  orc^inarily  can  be  guilty  of,ic  Is  -vant  of  charity ,  of  uiftice,  of 

h;in>il{cy,  of  trud  in;; GODS  providence  j  it  is  therefore  pride  and  murder 
and  iHiuftice ,  and  iiifiaire  unreafonablenene ,  and  nothing  of  a  Chijftian, 
nothing  of  excufe,  nothing  of  honour  in  ir,  if  G  O  D  and  v/ife  men  be  ad- 
niiited  judges  of  the  Lifts.     And  it  would  be  confidered,  that  every  one, 
that  lights  a  duell  muft  reckon  hlmfelfe  as  dead  or  dying  (for  however  any 
man  t^atcers  himfelfe  by  laying  he  will  not  kill,  if  he  could  avoid  it,  yet  ra- 
ther tlien  be  killed  he  will ,  and  to  the  danger  of  being  killed  his  own  ad: 
eApofeshim)  now  is  it  a  good  pofture  for  a  man  to  dye  with  afword  in  his 
hand  thi-uft  athis  Brothers  breft  with  a  purpofe  either  explicite  or  impli» 
cite  to  have  killed  him  ?  Can  a  man  dye  twice  ,  that  in  cafe  he  mifcarries, 
and  is  damned  for  the  firft  ill  dying,  he  nr^y  mend  his  fault  and  dye  better 
the  next  time  ?  Can  his  vaine  imaginary  and  Phantaftick  fhadow  of  reputa- 
tion make  him  recompence  forthedifgrace,  and  confufion  of  face ,  and 
paines,  and  horrors  of  eternity?  Is  there  no  fuch  thing  as  forgiving  injuries, 
nodiing  of  the  Dlfcipline  of  J  E  S  U  S  in  our  fpirits ,  are  we  called  by  the 
name  of  CHRIST,  and  have  nothing  in  us  but  the  i^pimoi  CaincLndNim' 
rod,m1dJoilb^  If  neither  reafon  nor  religion  can  rule  us,  neither  inter  eft 
nor  fafety  can  determine  us,  neither  life  nor  eternity  can  move  us,  nei  ther 
GOD,  nor  A'ife  men  be  fuiticient  judges  of  honour  to  us ,  then  our  dam- 
nation is  juft,  but  it  is  heavy :  our  fall  is  certain,  but  it  is  chcape,  bafe  and 
inglorious.  And  kt  not  the  vanities^  or  th^ gallants  of  the  world  flight  this 
friendly  monition,  rejefting  it  with  a  fcorne,  becaufe  it  is  talking  hke  a 
Divine  y  it  were  no  difparagement  if  they  would  doe  fo  too ,  and  believe 
accordingly ',  and  they  would  finde  a  better  returne  of  honour  m  the 
crownes  of  eternity,  by  talking  like  a  Divine ,  theri  by  dying  1  ike  a  foole  y 
by  living  in  imitation  and  obedience  to  the  lawes  of  holy  JESUS,  then  by 
perifhing  or  committing  murder,or  by  attempting  it,or  by  ventaring  it,like 
a  weake  impotent,  paftionate,  and  brutifh  perfon.    Upon  this  Chapter  i  t  is 
fonieti  me  asked,  whether  a  Virgin  may  not  killa  Raviflier  to  defend  her 
chaftity  ?  Concerning  which  as  we  have  nofpeciall  and  diftinft  warrant, 
fo  there  is  in  reafon ,  and  analogy  of  the  Gofpell  much  for  the  Negative*, 
Forfince  his  a<^  alone  cannot  make  her  criminall ,  and  is  no  more  then  a 
wound  in  my  body,  or  a  civil  1  or  a  natural  1  inconvenience,  itisunequall 
to  take  a  life  in  exchange  for  alefTer  injury,  anditisworfc  that  I  take  it 
my  felfe.  Some  great  examples  we  find  in  ftory  and  their  names  are  remem- 
bred  in  honour,but  we  can  make  no  judgement  of  them,but  that  their  zcalc 
was  reprooveable  for  its  in  temperance,  though  it  had  excellency  in  the 
^  ni2tter  of  diePafTion. 

if.  ,         But  if  we  may  not  fecure  our  honour ,  or  be  revenged  for  injuries  by  the 

25(tT\<o/  a»-  f^Qrd,  may  we'not  crave  the  juftice  of  the  law,  and  implore  the  vengeance 
9f'j,-,j^i  ^  of  theJudge,who  is  appointed  for  vengeance  againft  evil  doers',&:  the  Judge 
F«a):^  ul  ipi.^  |3^j^g  ^i^g  l^jj^j,^  officer,&  the  King  Gods  Vicegerent,  it  is  no  more  then  im- 
.Pw  Kf  \i7:^v^^-  pioj-ip^g  Gods  hand:and  thatisgwingplaceto  w'rtft^^which  S.  F^m/ fpeakes  of, 
xuv  nTThhyi^j  j-^at  is,permitting  all  to  the  Divine  juftice  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it  is  not 
AV9-e»;7B/.  ««*«»(•  Jawfuli  to  go  to  h\v  for  every  occafion  or  (lighter  injury ',  becaufe  it  is  very 
Untrtot  '^mM«3i  diftant  from  the  mercies,  foi'givenefle  and  gentlcnefle  of  a  Chriftian  to  con  • 
^»»';  Timon  j-eft  for  trifles',  "^fe  it  is  certain,that  the  injuries,or  evill,or  charges  of  trouble 
^hlw.  and  expcncc  wil  be  more  vexatious  &:  affli<^iye  to  the  perfon  contefted,then 

^  afmall 
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a YmaH  infttnce  of  wrong  is  to  the  pcrfon  injured.  And  it  is  a  great  intern-     p^^^   j  j^ 

perarxeof  anger,  and  impotence  of  fpirit,  a  covetoufneffe  and  impati- L 

cnce  to  appeal  to  the  Judge  for  determination ,  concerning  a  lock  of 
Camels  hair,  or  a  goats  beard  ,  I  meane  any  thing,  that  is  lefie,  then 
the  gravity  of  laws,  or  the  folcmnity  of  a  Court,  and  that  docs  not  outweigh 
the  inconveniences  of  a  fuit.  But  this  we  are  to  confider  in  the  eypreflion 
of  our  B.   S  A  V I O  U  R ,  //  d  man  will  fue  thee  at  the  Law ,  and  take  thy  w    .  . 

cloaJke  ,  let  him  have  thy  coat  alfo  :  which  words  are  a  particular  inflance  in  *    ^^  ' 

purfuicof  the  generall  Precept,  Refift  not  ^  or  avenge  not  evill:  The  pri- 
mitive Chriftians ,  (  as  it  happens  in  the  firft  fervours  cf  a  Difcipline)  were  ^  ^t^dtu'!)  ^tTc 
fonietimes  fevere  in  obfcrvation  of  the  letter ,  not  fubtlely  diitinguifhing  _^.  ^^^^^ 
CouJifclsfrom  Precepts,  butfwallowingall  the  words  of  C  H  R  I S  T  with-  ^'j/^^j^V 
out  chewing,  or  difcrimination.     They  abftained  from  tribunalls  unleflc 
they  were  forced  thither  by  perfccutors,  butwent  not  thither  to  repeat  their 
goods.  And  if  we  confider  fuits  of  law,  as  they  arc  wrap  d  in  circuniftances 
of  adion  and  pradife ,  with  how  many  fubtilties  and  arts  they  are  manag'd, 
how  pleadings  arc  made  mercenary ,  and  that  it  will  be  hard  to  finde  right 
counfell   that  fhall  advife  yen  to  defift,  if  your  caufe  be  wrong  (  and  there-  ^^^  lucrofxhu- 
fore  there  is  great  reafon  to  diftruft  every  Queftion ,  fince  if  it  be  never  fo  jus  &  fangui- 
wiong ,  we  fhall  meet  advocates  to  encourage  us  and  plead  for  it )  what  nancis  eIoqu«n- 
danger  of  mifcariages,  of  uncharitableneffe,  anger  and  animofities ,  what '^*  "'!*^»  ^^"!J*  ^ 
defires  toprevaile,  what  care  and  fearfulnelte  of  the  event,  whatinnume-  J^acus  acoaeiw 
rabletcnjptationsdo  intervene,  how  many  fins  are  fecretly  infinuated  in  locuratelirepcr- 
oiirheartsandac^ions,  if  a  fuit  were  of  it  fclfe  never  fo  lawfullit  would  tus.Quintil  :de 
concernethedutyof  aChriftiantoavoid  it,ashc  praycs  againft  temptati-  or>ator; 
ons,  and  cuts  off  the  opportunities  of  fin.  It  is  not  lawfuU  for  a  Chriftian  to  a'*  ^"'  beaefa- 
file  his  Brother  at  the  law ,    unlefle  he   can   be  patient  if  he  loofcs,  qui""iI?d«"iS 
and  charitable  if  he  be  wrong^d,and  can  profecute  his  end  withotit  any  mix-  defenderent  au- 1 
tnre  of  covetoufnelfe,  or  defires  to  prevaile  without  envy ,  or  can  believe  gu^Jo"  h'^nor 
himfelfe  wrong  when  his  Judge  fayes  he  is ,  or  can  fubmit  to  peace  when  ^^^^  ^  eos.idem. 
his  juft  caufe  is  opprefied,  and  rejefted  and  condemned  j  and  without  pain 
or  regret  cart  fit  down  by  the  lolfe  of  his  right,  and  of  his  paines  and  h/s  mo- 
ney. And  if  he  can  do  ail  this,  what  need  he  go  to  law  ?  he  may  with  lefle 
trouble,and  Itl^c  danger  take  die  lofie  fingly,and  expeft  GODS  providence 
for  reparation,  then  difentitle  himfelfe  to  that  by  his  ownfrovrardne(Te,and" 
take  the  lof^e,  when  it  comes  loaden  vvidi  many  circumftances  of  trouble. 

But  however  by  accident  it  may  become  unlawfull  to  go  to  law  in  a  juft  ^ 

caufe,  or  in  any,  yet  by  this  precept  we  are  not  forbidden.     To  go  to  taw 
for  revenge,  we  are  fin>ply  forbidden,  that  is,  to  returne  evill  for  evill  y  and 
therefore  all  thofe  fuits,  which  are  for  vindidive  fen cences,  not  for  repara- 
cive,uredire<!ily=^criniinall.  To  follow  a  theifto  death  for  fpoiling-rtjy  goods  ^         Ci*^^;^ 
h  extremely  unreafonabic  and  uncharitablejfor  as  there  is  no  proportion  be-  p.  ^n^>  !*^uu2 
tween  my  goods  and  his  life,  (  and  therefore  I  demand  it  to  his  evil  and  in-  i^e^^di'jl'uV^ 
jury  )  fo  the  puttinj»  him  to  death  repairs  not  my  ertare  ',  the  tirft  makes  it  cui;  hi  di  priy;o 
in  me  to  be  unjuft,  the  latter  declares  me  maficious  and  revengefulK  if  I  de  -  ^'■!''  chiiflianus' ' 
mand^aneyc  fcran.eyejuseye  e>:tingiiHhed  will  notr  cnlighienminc,  and  •^^-^V:.\il*»'}i 
therefore  tp  profetute  him  to  fuch  purpofes  is  ro  refift  or  render  evil  wkhe-  ^^'^'^^  ^^^■■*      " 
viJ,  dire«^ly  againft  ChriOs  fermon.  Eur  if  the  poftulation^  of  fenrenccrbe  in 
ordtr  onely  to  reftore  my  felfe,  we  finde  ir  permitted  by  S.  Faul^  who  when 
for  the  fcandall  fake  he  forbad  goi'^i io  lai»  before  unbelimrsj  and  for-  ^ha  d*ii-  .,.  .^ . 

I  i   4  •.  gejT 
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Part  II.     ^^^  ^"^  temptations  fake,  and  the  latent  irregularity,  which  is  certainly  ap 

-  pendant  to  ordinary  litigations,  he  is  angry  indefinitely  vvith  them  that  go 

to  law  •,  yet  he  advifes,  that  Chriftian  arbitrators  be  appointed  for  decifion 
of  emergent  Queftions*,  and  therefore  when  the  (upreme  authority  hath  ap- 
pointed, and  regularly  eftablifhed  an  arbitrator,  the  permiflion  is  the  fame. 
I.  Cor, 6'  prjU"  S.  Paul  is  angry,that  among  Chriftians  there  Hiould  be  fuites,but  it  is  there- 
^9'  fore  he  is  chiefly  angry,becaufe  Chriftians  do  wrong-,  they  who  fliould  rather 

fufter  wrong,  yet  that  they  fhoulddo  it  and  defraud  their  Brother ,  which 
in  fome  fenfe  enforces  faites,  that's  it  he  highly  blames.  But  when  injuftice 
is  done ,  and  a  man  is  in  a  confiderable  degree  defrauded ,  then  it  is  per- 
mitted to  him  to  repeat  his  own  before  Chriftian  arbitrators ,  whether  chc- 
fen  by  private  confent  or  publike  authority ,  for  that  circumftance  makes  no 
clTentiall  alteration  in  the  Qjiieftion  j  but  then  this  muft  be  done  with  as 
much  fimplicity  and  unminglcd  defigne  as  is  poffible,  without  any  defire  of 
rendring  cvill  to  the  perfonof  the  oftendour, without  arts  of  heightning  the 
charge,  without  prolongation,  devices,  and  arts  of  vexation,  without  anger 
and  animofities,  and  then  although  accidentally  there  is  fome  appendant 
charge  to  the  offending  perfon,  that  is  not  accounted  npoH  the  ftockeof 
revenge,  becaufe  it  was  not  dcfigned,  andisnotdetlred,  and  is  cared  for 
to  prevent  it  as  much  as  may  be,  and  therefore  ofier  was  made  of  private 
and  unchargeable  arbitrators  •,  and  this  being  refufed?  the  charge  and  acci- 
dental! evill ,  if  it  be  leflle  then  the  lolfc  of  my  fufterance  and  injury,  muft 
be  reckoned  to  the  neceffities  of  affaires,  and  put  upon  the  ftocke  of  his  in- 
juftice, and  will  not  affixe  a  guilt  upon  the  ad:our.    I  fay  this  is  true ,  when 
the  after  hath  ufed  all  means  to  accord  it  without  charge,  and  when  he  is  re- 
fufed,  manages  it  with  as  little  as  he  can,  and  when  it  is  nothing  of  his  defirc, 
'ft  Plfsn  <n)A^   butfomething  of  his  trouble,  that  he  cannot  have  his  own  without  dielefler 
rtivvA  71^  ai     accidcntall  evill  to  the  offender,  and  that  the  Queftion  is  great  and  weighty 
jt^T^o  Su^*     in  hjs  proportion,  then  a  fait  of  law  is  of  it  felfe  lawfull.    But  then  let  it 
iiiiJ)t  ff  XgAi  K^'  be  rcmembred ,    how  many  wayes   afterwards  it  may  become  uplaw- 
ito;^P^  '«'»■*    full ,  and  I  have  no  more  to  adde  in  this  article,  but  the  faying  of  the  fonne 
ifya^f^ii^vnn  oi  sirach',  he -that  Icves  danger  /fjall  perifl)  in  h.  And  certainly  he  had  need 
Vw^'  oTrtzP.^oi  be  an  Angel  that  manages  a  fuit  innocently  *,  and  he  that  hath  fo  excellent 
1",  'ttyfMs  ijTK-  afpiritaswith  innocence  to  runne  through  the  infinite  temptations  of  a 
9tih  «3»Ti/,         law-fuit,  in  all  probability  hath  fo  much  holinefie  as  to  fufter  the  injury,  and 
•fip  >^  J"  ex/>ii  fo  much  prudence  as  to  avoid  the  danger  >  and  therefore  nothing  but  a  ve- 
5»i\0  »/<^'ai  ?'    ry  great  defalcation,  or  mine  of  a  mans  eftate  will  from  the  beginning  to  the 
*ayfui  Tt  end  juftifie  fuch  a  controverfie,  when  the  man  is  put  to  it  fo ,  that  he  cannot 

ft  nyt  fx»  Zi^  do  fome  other  duty  without  venturing  in  this  *,  then  the  grace  of  G  O  D  is 
\i<fbf  tTmilxi'^  fufficientforhim  *,  but  he  that  enters  lightly,  lliallwalkdangeroufly,  and  a 
i»rvnfiO  thoufand  to  one  but  he  will  fall  foulely.  It  is  utterly  a  fault  among  you^  laid 

tipAhf -•    Sd'mt  Paul  ^  becaufe  ye  go  to  law  one  with  another.    It  is  notalwayes  zcrime^ 

Heft9d>*iy  ^  but  ever  <z  faulty  and  an  irregularity,  a  receflion  from  Chriftian  perfeAi- 
ipf.  on,  and  an  entertaining  of  a  danger,  which  though  we  efcape  through, /ef 

it  was  a  fault  to  have  entred  into  it,  wdien  we  might  have  avoid- 
l.Cor.  I2«7«  ed  it.  And  even  then  ,  when  it  is  lawfull  for  us^  it  is  not  expedi- 
'o\«f  hT7»Ki',  pnt  J  For  fo  the  Apoftle  fummes  up  his  reprehenCon  concern- 
wot  TTn^rr^f^sf'  ing  Chriftians  going  to  Law.  Wee  tnujf  rather  take  wrong  rather  fuf- 
Verfei7,  f^r  our  felves  te  be  defrauded^  and  when  wee  cannot  beare  the  bur- 
Terfe^*  den  of  the  loffe,  then  indeed  we  arc  permitted  to  appeale  to  Chri- 

ftian 
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ftian  Juc^es,  but  then  there  are  (6  many  cautions  to  be   obferved,      pare  II 

that  it  may  be,  the  remedy  is  worfe  then  the  difeafe.    I  onely  obferve 

this  one  thing,  that  S.  /'dk/ permits  it  only  in  the  inftance  of  defraudation, 
or  matter  of  intereft  i  fuch  as  are  defending  of  widdowcs  and  orph2ns,and 
Churches,  which  in  cftimation  of  Law  are  by  way  of  fiftion  reckoned  to  be 
in  pupillage  and  minority  j  adde  alfo,  repeating  our  own  interefts,  when 
our  neccfTities  or  the  fupport  of  our  family,  and  relatives  requires  it  j  for 
all  thefe  are  cafes  of  charity  or  duty  refpeAively  ',  but  befides  the  matter 
of  defraudation,  we  finde  no  inftance  cKprcCed,  nor  any  equality  a-n^l  pa- 
ralell  of  reafon  to  permit  to  Chriftians  in  any  cafe  to  go  to  law  •,  becaufe 
in  other  things  the  fentence  is  but  vindidivc,  and  cannot  repaire  us  i  and 
therefore  demanding  jufticc  is  a  rendring  evill  in  the  proper  matter  of  cc- 
venge.  Concerning  which,  ^  know  no  fcruplc,  but  in  an  aftion  of  fcan- 
dall,  and  ill  report  j  but  becaufe  an  innocent  and  an  holy  life  will  force 
light  out  of  darknelfe,  &  humility ,and  patiencc,and  waiting  upon  God  wil 
bring  glory  out  of  fhame,  I  fuppofe,  he  who  goes  to  law  to  regain  his  ae- 
dit,  attempts  the  cure  by  incompetent  remedies ',  if  the  accufation  be 
pubiike,  the  Law  will  call  him  to  an  account,  and  then  he  is  upon  his  de- 
fence, and  muft  acquit  himfelf  with  meeknefieand  fmcerity  v  but  this  tl- 
lowes  not  hi  m  to  be  the  aftor,  for  then  it  is  rather  a  defigne  of  revenge  then 
a  proper  deletery  of  his  difgrace,  and  purgative  of  the  calumny.  For  if  the 
accufation  can  be  proved,  it  was  no  calumny  *,  if  it  be  not  proved,  the  per- 
fon  is  not  alwayes  innocent,  and  to  have  been  accufed,  leaves  fomething 
foule  in  his  reputation  j  and  therefore  he  that  by  law  makes  it  more  pub- 
like  ,  propagates  his  ownc  difgrace ,  and  fends  his  fhame  further  then 
hisinnocencej  and  the  crime  wiUgoe,  whither  his  abfolution  fhall  noc 
arrive. 

Ifitbe  yet  further  qucftloned,  whether  it  be  lawfull  to  pray  for  a  re- 
venge, or  a  punifhment  upon  the  offender  (  I  reckon  them  all  one ;  he 
thatprayesfor  punifhment  ofhim,  that  did  himpcrfonall  injury,  cannot 
eaiily  be  fuppofed  to  feparate  the  punifhment  from  his  own  revenge)  I  an- 
fwer,  that  although  God  be  the  avenger  of  all  our  wrongs,  yet  it  were  fit  for 
us  to  have  theaftci^ions  of  brethren,Qot  the  defigns  andpurpofc  of  a  judge, 
but  leave  them  to  him,  to  whom  they  arc  proper.  When  in  the  bitternefie 
of  foule,  an  opprelTed  perfon  curfes  fadly,and  prayes  for  vengeance,  the  ca- 
lamity of  the  man  and  the  violence  of  his  enemy  haftena  curfe,  and  afcer- 
tain  it.  But  whatever  excufes  the  greatnelTe  of  the  oppreflion  may  make 
I  know  not  •,  but  the  bitter nelTe  of  the  fpirit,  befides  that  it  is  pityable,  as 
it  is  a  pafTion,  yet  it  is  violent,  and  lelTe  Chiiftian-^asit  is  adive  and  fends 
forth  prayers.  Woe  is  pronounced  to  them^  by  vohom  the  offence  cometh  '-,  yef 
we  muft  beware  of  offences^  becaufe  by  them  we  are  engaged  in  a  fin,  and  he 
that  prayes  for  a  revenge  hath  a  revengeful!  fpirit,how  ever  it  be  reftrained 
by  lawes,and  exteriour  tendernelfes  from  ading  fuch  dire  purpofes.  And  he 
thatprayesfor  revenge  may  indeed  procure  a  juftice  to  be  done  upon  the 
injurious  perfon  *,  but  oftentimes  it  happens  then  to  fall  on  him,  when  we 


!•• 


courfe  is,  that  it  is  part  of  Chriftian  charity  to  forgive ''^  injuries,  which  ^^^  mnauam 
forgivenefle  of  the  injury ,  although  it  mayrcafonably  enough  ftand  j^^^j^^  ^    ' 
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P2fj  Tj      with  my  faire,  and  innocent  requiring  of  my  owne,  which  goes  no  further 

1_  then  a  faire  repetition  *,  yet  in  no  cafe  can  it  ftand  with  the  ading, 

and  defring  revenge ,  which  alfo  in  the  formality  of  revenge  can  have  no 
pretence  of  charity,  becaufc  it  is  ineffe(9-ive  to  my  rcftitution.  This 
Dircourfe  concernes  private  perfons,  whether  it  concerne  the  Que- 
flion  of  Warre ,  and  how  farrc ,  is  not  proper  for  this  Confidera- 
tioH. 


B 


Of  Almes. 


Ut  Chriftian  charity  hath  its  effect  alfo  in  benefits  as  well  as  gentle- 
)  nelfe  and  innocence  j  Give  to  himthat  asketh,  and  from  him^  that  W9uld 
borr9V(>  efthee-,  turne  not  thou  away.    But  when  thou  dofi  thine  alines^  let  not  thy 
MtPth.  5. 42.   ^^fi  ^^^^^  ^"^^  '^^^^  ^^y  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^'  Thefe  are  the  Precepts  of  the  Lord, 
€.  2,    ^^^  ^^^  fubftance  and  the  manner  of  Almes,  for  the  quantity  and  freenefle 
of  the  donative,  and  the  fimplicity  of  him  that  gives,  to  whicti  adde  thofe 
,  ,  other  words  of  his  j  Sell  your  poffe^ions  and  give  almes.   This  Precept  with 

w{,  12.  33,  ifscircumftances,  was  intended  as  a  defenfative  againft  covetoufnelle  and 
prodigality,  and  a  fuppletory  to  m.ak-e  up  the  wants,  and  to  make  even  the 
breaches  of  mankijide  :  In  which  we  fliall  beft  underftand  our  obligation, 
if  we  confider  in  what  proportion  we  mufl:  give  almes  '■,  and  to  what  per- 
fons, and' in  what  manner. 

I,  For  the  quantity  we  fhaM  beft  take  an  eftimate  of  ir^  if  we  remember 

the  portion,  which  GOD  allowes  to  Chrifiians,  hctving  food  and  raiment^  let 

us  be  content  wjth  it  j  and  oiir  blelTcd  Saviour  at  the  latter  end  of  this  Ser- 

1  Tim*  ^.  85  p.  rnon  Airres  us  up  to  confidence  in  GOD,  and  not  to  doubt  oui-  provifions 

by  telling  that  GOD  feeds  the  Ravens,  and  clothes  the  Li  Hies,  and  he  will 

much  rather  do  it  to  us,  he  will  cloth  us  and  feed  us  •,  no  rr.ore  is  in  the  pro- 

mire,no  mere  is  in  our  need  j  *ind  therefore  whatfoevcr  is  befide  our  needs 

natural!  and,perfonaJl,rb at  is,  proportioning  our  needs  to  the  condition  of 

AHena  rater  e    ^^^  ^  '^^'  ^^'^  e>:  igejice  of  our  calling,  and  quality  of  cur  perfon,  al  I  that  car^ 

convincitur  qui  bt:  fpared  fi-oni  whgt  we  modtftly  and  temperately  fpend  in  our  fupporr, 

Mltrafihi  necef-  ^'"^^  ^'^^  fupplycf  our  families,  and  other  necelfary  incidents,  all  that  is  to 

faria  retinere    ^'^  ^pG'^t  m  charity  or  religion  ',  he  defrauds  the  poor  of  their  right,who  de- 

probatur.  apud  t^^hies  from  them  beyond  his  owne  necetfary,  prudent,  and  convenient 

Gratian'.dift.     f"PP-li€:s, faith  SrHi&rome^h  and  this  is  intended  to  be  a  retrenchment  of  all 

_^j2,       '  vaine  expenccs,  coft:4y  feafis,  rich  clothes,  pompous  retinue,  and  fuch 

Cuxeietwdjg-  txcrefcencies  of  e}{pcnce ,  which  cf  themfelves  ferve  no  end  of  piety, 

VHS  qwfquain    or  juri:  policies  but  by  wife  and  temperate  perfons  are  efteemed  un- 

tedivite^        necelT^ry,  and  without  which  the  dignity  and  juft  value  of  the  per- 

//or./.2;W2*  ^^"-W'^^^^  bee  .retained.     Wtofo.cver  is  vainely  fpenc  was    the 

'  *"    ■ ..  portion  . 
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pcmonoft!iepoore,wharfo€ter  wolocfe  in  idle  gaming,  revelling,  and      p^^  jj] 

waiironncnc  of  prodig.-^lity  wa^  deligned  by  CHHlSi  to  refrefh  hiiown „V 

l)0\vclis,  ro  til!  the  bellies  of  the  poor,  whitfoever  lyes  in  our  icpoHtory  jaats.  5.2.i« 
lifelelie  and  r..pcrfluoiis>  all  that  is  rhc  poor  mans  inheritance-,  and  ct-rrain- 
Iv  there  is  noc  any  greater  bafencifc  then  to  fufler  a  man  to  perilh  en  be  in 
eyrreme  wanu  of  that,  which  GOD  gave  me  for  him,  and  beyond  my  own 
needs.  It  is  untliankefullnelfe  to  GOD,  it  isiirimercifullrelTe  to  the  poor, 
it  is  "^  improvidence  to  ourrclves,it  isunfai'JifuIlneffe  in  the  difpenfation  ^^^^^^^^   efr,^. 
of  the  money,  of  which  GOD  made  him  but  the  fleward,  and  hischeft  cunummos 'At 
the  Bank  for  the  exchange  and  ilTuing  it  to  the  indigent.  And  he  that  is  aufererarcaoua* 
nnmercifull  and    uniufr  is  extremely  unlike  GOD.  But  in  taking  this  .  '^''J''J'^^^.^^-" 
cftimate  concerning  our  eycrefccncies  we  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  ^^j^^^^^^^x^ 
rules  of  prudence,  not  mukirig  determinations  ingrainesandScrupIes,but 
in  the  greater  aci"ions  and  accountable  proportions  of  our  efiate.  And  if 
any  man  feeing  great  ncceffities  of  indigent,  and  calamitous  perfons  fhall 
give  beyond  his  ability  he  had  the Philippians  for  his  precedent,  and  he 
hath  GOD  engaged  for  his  payment,  and  a  greater  fhare  in  heaven  for  his 
reward.  Oneiy  this,  as  we  arc  to  provide  for  our  fc Ives,  fo  alfo  foroi^rfa-  ^^^[^^^^^^ 
milyandtbc  relatives  of  our  charge,  andneerer  indeerm.ents,  notonely  yu^  nufcricor* 
with  a  provilion  ofthcprcfent  dayes  entertainment,  but  alfo  for  all  nee-  disut  Corrpad- 
rer,  probable,  forefeen  and  expe<fted  events,  fuch  as  are  portions  for  our  amur  alicnis 
children,  dowries  for  daughters',  but  this  muft  not  be  extended  to  care  qua^jJJu^J^'l^^^^ 
and  refervations  for'  all  pofTible,  and  fdr  di^ant  events*,  butfo  much  is  to  )J-us,  ^mo  inier* 
be  permitted  to  the  divide  providence,  as  our  prefentduty  gives  leave.  dumYlusq.iam 
In  which  although  a  prudent  guide,  and  a  fober  reafon  are  to  make  appli- ponun..us.s.^ 
cation  topradife,  yet  the  rule  in  generall  is,  that  by  fo  much  we  are  to  Art:br:l.  x.da 
relieve  the  poor,  as  we  can  dcdu<ft  from  fuch  a  portion  of  good  things  as 
GOD  permits  us  to  ufe  for  our  own  fupport  and  reafonable,  and  tempo  rail 
conveniences  of  our  perfon  and  condition',  Ever  remembering,  that  if  we 
increafe  incur  eftate  we  alfo  fhould  increafe  in  charity,  that  in  this  alfo 
may  be  verified  what  is  written,  he  that  had  much  had  nothing  g\  errand  he  that 
bad  Me  had  no  lackf-  There  is  in  the  quantity  of  thefe  Donatives  fome  lati- 
tude,but  if  we  fow  fparingly,or  if  wcfcatter  plentifully,fo  we  fhall  reapiOnc- 
ly  we  muft  be  carefull,  that  no  extreme  nece(IiLy,or  biting  want  lyes  upon 
any  poor  man,  whom  we  can  relieve,  without  bringing  fuch  a  want  up- 
on our  felves,  which  is  lelTe  then  the  permiiTions  of  formne,  which  the 
mercies  of  GOD  have  permitted  to  us,  that  is,  food  and  raiment  proper 
for  us.  Under  food  and  raiment  all  the  necelTaries  of  our  life  are  to  be  un- 
derftood',  Whatfoever  is  mere  then  this,  is  counfel  and  perfedion',  for 
which  a  proportionable  reward  is  depofited   in   the  treafures  of  eter- 
nity. 5, 

IfQueftion  be  made  concerning  the  perfons,  who  are  to  be  theobied: 
of  our  alme5,oar  rule  is  plain  and  eafy,  for  nothing  is  required  in  the  perfon 
•fufcipicnt,  and  capable  of  alms,  but  that  he  be  in  mifery  and  want^  and 
unable  to  relieve  himfelf.  This  laft  claufc  I  infert  in  purfuance  of  thatcau- 
tion  given  to  the  Church  of  Thelfalonica  by  S.Vaul^  if  any  one  willnotwork^  ^  ru  (T  '- 
neither  let  him  eaty  for  we  muft  be  carefull  that  our  charity,  which  is  in-  ^••''^^l-  3'*^ 
tended  tominifterto  poor  mens  needs  do  not  minifter  to  idlenelTeand 
the  love  of  beggery  and  a  wandring,  ufelefie,  unprofitable  life.  But 
abating  this  theie  is  no  other  confideration,  that  can  exempt  any  needy 

fcPerfoR 
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Paic  11.      *  perfonfrom  participation  of  your  charity,  not  though  he  be  your  Enemy 
(For  that  is  it  which  our  B.  Saviour  meanes  in  the  appendix  of  this  Pre- 


"*  'o%v<fihny'  ceptj  love  your  Enemies^  that  is  according  to  the  expolition  of  the  Apo- 
xi\'J'o '  IV  sziiqiKu^'^Gi^f  thine  Enemy  hnr<ger  feed  him^  ifhethirfi  give  him  drink)  not  though 
iTmleJiihf  fjLM  ^^^  be  an  unbeliever,  not  though  he  be  a  vitious  a  perfon',  provided  one- 
^>]«;)8^y  «  ^- Jy  ^^^^  t^'^e  vice  be  fuch,  to  which  your  reliefe  minifttrs  no  fuell  and 
jx/^Tyvst/^io'-  .J9  addcs  no  tlame",  and  if  the  meere  necelTities  cf  his  nature  be  fupplied 
^ph?ri/^ttsi'  ^^  ^i^^  beafajre  fecuricy  againft  the  danger,  but  if  the  vice  be  in  the 
IJ^XiTO  mlnv  ^cer.c  cf»  the  body,  all  freer  comforts  are  tobedenyedhim,  becaufe  rhey 
i/24>)>^H<7a>7aa!-^^^  ^"^  incentives  cf  finne,  and  Angels  of  darknelfe.  This  I  the  rather 
titpiutm'ra<}fKu'^^^^^^'>^^^^^^^  pride  and  fupercilious  aufterities  of  fomeperfons  become 
Epift'.  c.  2Q,  '  "°^  ^^  ^^^"'  ^"  inftrument  cf  excufe  from  miniftring  to  needy  perfons 
.Hcrodes  Atti-  "pon  pretence  their  own  finnes  brought  them  into  that  condition.  For 
cus  virCon.ula-  though  the  caufes  of  our  calamities  are  many  times  great  fccrets  of  pro- 
ris,quum  PaUia- vidence,  yet  fuppofe  the  poverty  of  the  man  was  the  effeft  of  his  Pro- 
Phi?o''ophi  iiT^^^  or  other  bafeneffe,  it  matters  not  as  to  our  duty,  how  he  came 

pern  eraHdicafr^into  itj  but  where  he  isi  leaft  we  alfo  be  denied  avifitin  our  ficknefles 
ec  refpondic,  and  a  ccmfon  in  our  forrow,  or  acounfel  in  our  doubts?  or  aid  in  any 
Dcmus  Umcali-  difireffe  upon  pretence,  that  fuch  fadnelfe  was  procured  by  our  linne? 
quod  sris  qui      ^j^j  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  j^. ^^^  ^^   p^^       j^  ^^  ^u  ^^.  j^  ^j^^  Apoftle,  but  efpecidly 

cunq,nt,  tan-  i      r      -i       r  r  •  7     /•  1  !••  ^  1  "^ 

quarii  homines,  ^'^  ^"^  jamily  of  faitb'y  tor  to  them  onr  charity  js  moft  proper  and  propor- 
nontawquam  tioned,  to  all  viz.  who  are  in  need,  and  cannot  relieve  themfelves,  in 
hoirinj.  A.Gcll:  which  number  perfons  that  can  worke  are  not  to  be  accounted.  So  that  if 
1.  9-  c.  2.  jt  j^e  nccelfary  to  obferve  an  order  in  our  charity,  that  is,  when  we  can- 

not fnpply  and  futfice  for  all  our  opportunities  of  mercy,  then  let  not  the 
7  "^"*  Brethren  of  cur  LORDgoe  away  ajhamed',  and  in  other  things  obferve  the 
Li^neparvT'e;  order  and  propriety  of  your  own  relations,  and  where  there  isotherwife 
del  turbajrapien-  no  diflcrence,  the  degree  of  the  necetlity  is  f  rft  to  be  confidered.  Thisalfoj 
da  togats  lile  if  the  neceffity  befinall  and  c>:treme,  whatever  the  man  be,  heisfirft  to 
tamentaciem  ^.^  relieved  before  the  leiTer  necefPities  of  the  beft  perfons,  or  moft  holy 
cc^trepSre'  poore.  But  the  proper  obieds  of  our  charity  are  old  perfonSjiick  or  impo- 
Suppofuusvinias,tent,laboriousand  poore  houfekcepers,  widowes  and  orphans,  people  op- 
eifalio  noajne  refled  crperfecuted  for  the  caufe of  righteoufnefle ,  diPirelTed  Grangers, 
po.'cas.  ^  captives,  and  abufed  flaves,  prifoners  of  debt.  To  thefe  we  muft  be  liber- 
juvcn:  lacyr.j.  ^|j^  whether  they  be  holy  or  unholy,  remembering  that  we  are  fons  of  that 
Father,  who  makes  the  dew  of  heaven  to  drop  upon  thcdwellings  of  the 
4  righteous,  and  the  fields  of  linners. 

The  manner  of  giving  almes  is  an  office  ofChriftian  prudence,  for  in 
what  inftances  we  are  to  exemplify  our  charity  we  muft  be  determined 
by  our  own  powers,  and  others  needs.  The  fcripture  reckons  entertaining 
flrangers,vj(itingthe  lTck,going  to  prifons,  feeding  and  clothing  the  hung- 
ry and  naked:  to  which  by  the  exigence  of  the  poor,  and  the  analogy  of 
charity  many  other  are  to  be  addedi  The  holy  jESUSin  the  very  precept 
inftanccd  in  lending  money  to  them,  that  need  to  borrow,  and  he  addes 
looking  for  mihir.g  again,  that  is,  if  they  be  unable  to  pay  it.  Forgiving 
debts  is  a  great  inftance  ,cf  mercy,  and  a  particular  of  excellent  reliefe: 
but  to  imprifon  men  for  debt,  when  it  is  cercain  they  are  nor  able  to  pay 
it,  and  by  that  prifcnwillbeforre  mcredilabled,  isan  uncharitableneffe 
next  to  the  cruelties  of  falvages,  and  2t  infinite  diftance  from  the  mercies 
cf  the  H.JESUS. 
^  Another  inftance  of  charity  our  great  Mafter  inferted  in  this  fermon 

[not 
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[not  to  judge  our  brother']  and  this  is  a  charity  fo  cheap,  and  fo  reafonable* 
that  it  requires  nothing  of  us,  but  filence  in  our  fpirits.  We  may  performc 
this  duty  at  the  charge  of  a  negative ',  if  we  meddle  not  with  other  mens  " 

aflhires,  we  fhall  do  them  no  wrong,  and  purchafe  to  our  felves  a  peace,  and 
be  fecured  the  rather  from  the  unerring  fentencc  of  a  feverer  Judge.    Buc 
this  iiiterdift  forbids  onely  fuch  judging,  as  is  ungentle  and  uncharitablej 
in  criminall  caufes,  let  us  finde  all  the  wayes  to  alleviate  the  burden  of  the 
man  by  jirft  e:xcufes,  by  mincrating  accidents ,.  by  abatement  of  incident 
circumfiances,  by  gentle  fentcnces,  and  whatfoevcr  can  doe  reliefs  to- the 
perfon,  that  his  fpiritbe  not  cxafperated,  that  the  crime  be  not  the  parent 
of  impudence,  that  he  be  not  infulted  on,  that  he  be  invited  to  repentance, 
and  by  fuch  fweetneffes  he  be  led  to  his  reftitution.   This  alfo  in  queftions 
of  dcubts  obliges  us  to  determine  to  the  more  favourable  fence  j  and  we 
alfo  do  need  the. fame  mercies,  and  therefore  fhould  do  well  by  our  owne 
rigour  not  to  difentitlc  "^  our  felves  to  fuch  pofTibilities  and  referves  of  cha-  "^  flui  ne  tube- 
rity.  But  it  is  foule  and  bafe  by  detradion  and  iniquity  to  blaft  the  repu-  ribus propriis 
ration  of  an  honourable  adion,and  the  faire  name  of  vertue  with  a  calumny,  ofendat  ami- 
Butthisduty  isalfoapartofthegraceofjuftice,  andofhumility,  and  by  cum 
its  relation  and  kindred  tofo  many  vertues,  is  furnifhedwith  fomany  argu-  Fojiukt,  fo- 
ments of  amabili  ty  and  indeerement.  nofiat  virru- 
.        .                                                                                 cisillm :  a- 
qmm  eft    Peccatisvtmam}ofcentem reddere rurfus.  Herat;  l.i.fat.  5.     Ne  Judioes  prexiwum 

donee  ad  ejus  locum  pertingas.  Prov.  Jud£or. ehen    Qum  temere  in  nofmet  legem  [an- 

citmsmqum^     Nam  vims  nemo  fine  nafdtury  optimus  ille  eft  Qui  mimms  urgem, 
Hot  at.  ibid. 


The  Pray  e  r. 

Holy  andmerci full  JESVS,  yfho  art  the  great  principle^  and  the  inftrument 
of  conveying  to  us  the  charity  and  mercies  of  eternity^  who  didft  love  us^when 
we  were  enemies^  forgive  us  when  we  were  debters^  recover  us  when  we  were 
dead ;  ranfome  us,  when  were/laves  •,  relieve  us,  when  we  were  poore,  and  na- 
ked^ and  wandring,  and  full  of  fadneffe  and  necefities  ;  Give  us  the  grace  of 
charity  y  that  we  may  be  pittifull  and  compajfionate  of  the  needs  of  our  neceffiteus^ 
Brethren,  that  we  may  be  apt  to  relieve  them ,  and  that  acarding  to  our  duty 
And  pO]fibilities ,  we  may  refcuethm  frsm  their  calamhres.  Give  us  courte- 
ousy  affable,  and  liber  all  foule  s ',  let  us  by  thy  exatrrple  forgive  our  debtors,  and 
love  our  enemies,  and  dee  to  them  offices  of  civility  and  tenderneffe,  and  reliefs  \ 
Alwayes propounding  thee  for  our  pattern^,  and  thy  mercies  for  our  precedent,  and^ 
hby  precepts  for  our  rule,  and  thy  Spirit  for  our  guide,  that  wejl)ewing  mercy  here, 
may  receive  the  mercies  of  eternity  by  thy  merits,  and  by  thy  charities^  and  difpen^' 
faiion^  0  holy  andmercifull  JESVS.  Amen. 
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Difcourfe   XL 
Ofthefecond additionall  Precept  of  Chkis t 

Of   P  R  A  Y  E  R.  ♦ 


I. 

I  Cor,  3. p. 


*<UT«Wf  TiJc 

Vamafc.L  5. 
Orthodox.fid. 

*Qui  ffngit  fa 
cros  aiiro  vel 
marmore  vuhus 
Non  faci:  ille 
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H  E  foule  of  a  Chriftian  is  the  houfe  of  GOD,  Te  are  Gods  hwU 
ding  (  faich  S.Paul  j )  but  the  houfe  of  G  O  D  is  the  houfe 
of  Prayer,  and  therefore  prayer  is  the  work  of  the  foule,  whofe 
organs  are  intended  for  inftrunients  of  the  divine  praifes  j  and 
when  every  ftop  and  paufe  of  thofe  inftruments  is  but  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  collet,  and  every  breathing  is  a  prayer,  then  the  body  be- 
comes a  Temple,  and  the  foule  is  the  fan<auary  and  more  private  recefle, 
and  place  of  cntercourfe.    Prayer  is  the  great  duty,  and  the  greateft  privi- 
ledge  of  a  Chriftian-,  it  is  his  entercourfe  with  G  O  D,  his  fanftuary  i» 
troubles,  his  remedy  for  fins,  his  cure  pf  griefes,  and  as  S.  Gregory  calls  it, 
itistheprincipalljnftrument,  whereby  vpe  mmifter  to  GOD  in  execution  of  the  dc- 
crees  ofeternallpredeflmtm ;  and  thofe  things  which  GOD  intends  for  us, 
we  bring  to  our  fclves  by  the  mediation  of  holy  prayers.    Prayer  u  the  af. 
cent  of  the  tn'ind  to  GOD^  and  a  petitioning  for  fuch  things,  as  we  need  for  ourfup. 
Portland  dmy.  1 1  is  an  abftraft  and  fummary  of  Chriftian  Religion  j  prayer 
isanadofReligionanddivine'^worfhip,  confefling  his  power  and  his 
mercy,  it  celebrates  his  attributes,  and  confeffes  his  glories,  and  reveres 
his  perfon,  and  implores  his  aide,  and  gives  thanks  for  his  bleflings,  it  is  an 
aft  of  humility,  condefcenfion,  and  dependance  expreffed  in  the  proftra- 
tion  of  our  bodies,  and  humiliation  of  our  fpirits  *,  it  is  an  aft  of  charity, 
for  it  prayesfor  others ',  it  is  an  aA  of  repentance,  when  it  confefles  and 
begs  pardon  for  our  fins,  and  exercifes  every  grace  according  to  the  defign 
of  the  man,  and  the  matter  of  the  prayer.   So  that  there  will  be  lelle  need 
to  amafte  arguments  to  invite  us  to  this  duty  *,  every  part  is  an  excellence, 
andeveryendofitisableffing,  and  every  defigne  is  a  motive,  and  every 
need  is  an  impulfive  to  this  holy  office.    Let  us  but  remember  how  many 
needs  we  have,  at  how  cheap  a  rate  we  may  obtaine  their  remedies,and  yet 
how  honourable  the  imployment  is  to  go  to  GOD  with  contidence,  and  to 
fetch  our  fupplies  with  eaiinelfe  and  joy  y  and  then  without  further  preface 
vre  may  addrefle  our  felves  to  the  underftanding  of  that  duty,  by  which  we 
imitate  the  imploymcnr  of  Angels  and  beatified  fpirits,  by  which  we  zicend 
to  GOD  in  fpirit,  while  we-remaine  on  earth,  and  GOD  defcends  on  earth , 
while  he  yctrefides  in  heaven,  fitting  therein  the  Throne  of  his  King- 
dome.  .  ^ 
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Our  firft  enquiry  muft  be  concerning  the  matter  of  our  prayers ',  for  our      p^^  ^ 

fiefires  are  not  to  be  the  rule  of  our  prayers,  unlefle  reafon  and  religion  be . 

thenileof  ourdefres.     The  old  Heathens  prayed  to  their  God  forfuch  g. 

things,  which  rhcy  were  afliamed  to  nane  publikely  before  men,  and  thefe  ^f-  cuiufmodf 
were  their  ph^te  prayers  ,  which  indeed  they  diirft  not  for  their  undecen-  ridj lucknus 
cy  or  iniquity  make  publike.     And  indted  Tometimes  the  beft  men  afk  of  j^  j^^^^  j^^^ 
GOD  things  not  iinlawfiill  in  themfelvcs,  yet  very  hurtfull  to  them  :  and  „^pp^    ^  9,J 
therefore  as  by  the  fpirit  cf  G  O  D  and  right  reafon  we  are  taught  in  gene-  -J  /il^xtOgru 
rail ,  what  is  lawfull  to  be  afked,  fo  it  is  ftill  to  be  fubmitted  to  G  O  D,     >  J^,^^^ 
when  we  have  afked  lawfull  things  to  grant  to  us  in  kindncl^e,  tr  to  deny  5^^  ^' J^    .^(, 
us  in  ''"  mercy :  after  all  the  rules  that  can  be  given  us ,  we  not  being  able  in    ^^^  ^,  */'*^/^*'; 
many  inftances  to  judge  for  our  felves ,  unleffe  alfo  we  could  certainly  pro-  ^'!  ^'*'  ^  ?*- 
nounce  concerning  future  contingencies.    But  the  holy  Ghcft  being  now  ^'^"^''\  *  ^"t 
fent  upon  the  Church,  and  the  rule  of  C  H  R  I S  T  bring  left  to  his  Church  '"''  r^^y''' 
together  with  his  form  of  prayer,  taught,  and  prefcribed  to  his  Difciples,  '^}-'^\  T^/' 
we  have  fufficient  inftrudion  for  the  matter  of  our  prayers  fo  farre  as  con-  ""','  ^  ^  ^*  *' 
cernes  the  lawfulnefle  or  unlawfulnelTe.     And  the  rule  is  eafie  and  of  no  va-  ^'''*''  /''^'  *^*'* 
riety.  i .  For  we  are  bound  to  pray  for  all  things ,  that  concerne  our  duty,  €?io^'^  ^ 
all  that  we  are  bound  to  labourfor  ^  fuch  as  are  glory  and  grace ,  necelTary  '^"f  >^'*"»*  "'• 
affiAancesof  the  fpirit,  and  rewards  fpirituall,  heaven  and  heavenly  things.  ^*'^°'y'  '^^^*'- 
2  Concerning  thofe  things ,  which  we  may  with  fafetyhope  for,  but  ^ij-g  ^'"^^  "^^  ««^s^- 
not  matter  of  duty  to  us ,  we  may  lawfully  tefiilie  our  hope  and  exprefic  ^"*  z*!©'**  f«M 
our  defres  by  petition  :  but  if  in  their  particulars  they  are  under  no  ex-  »''"^'^'  '^^  ^'• 
prefiepromife,  but  ouely  conveniences  of  ©ur  life  and  perfon ,  it  is  onely  ^^9  «"«^^«' 
Jawfull  to  pray  for  them  under  condition,  that  they  may  conforme  to  GODS  "^  o^«^f^^«<. 
will,  and  our  duty,  asthey  are  good  and  placed  in  the  beft  order  of  eter- '^*'  '='^»3)t»>  5 
nity.     Therefore  for  fpirituall  bleffings  let  cur  prayers  be  particulai'ly  im-  '"^  t^'4^  in- 
fortunate,  perpetuall  and  perfevering :  for  temporall  bleflings  let  them  be  ^*^'  <^rrfllaw^ 
general!  "^  fliort,  conditionall  ,  and  modeft :  and  whatfoever  things  arc  °  0  "'^«''*  &  '6 
of  mixt  nature,  more  fpirituall  then  riches,   and   lelfe   necefiary  then>*'*r}''f  »'^"' 
graces,  fuch  as  are  gifts  and  exteriour  aides,  we  may  pray  for  them ,  as  we '^'«'^»>* «  '^*  >w- 
may  def  re  them,  and  as  we  m.ay  expeft  them,  that  is,  with  more  confi-  ?»«^-  '^^'or. 
dence,  and  Itflerefiraincthen  in  the  matter  of  temporall  requcfts,  but — Sitacho 
with  more  refervedneffe ,   andleflc  boldnePeof  petition  ,  then  when  we  imUvotafn- 
pray  for  the  graces   of  fan<^itication.      In  thefirft  cafe  we  are  bound  to /«?roCo/2C7^i-   - 

pray-,   In  the  fecond  it  is   onely   lawfull    under   certain    conditions :  w«-f 

In  the  third  it  becomes  to  us  as  an  ad:  of  zeal,  noblenelfe  and  Chriftian  — Fulchm 
prudence.     But  the  n-attercf  our  prayers  is  beft  taught  us  in  the  ionwc  Lavernci 
our  LORD  taught  his  difciplts,  a  which  becaufe  it  is  fhorr,  myfterious,  Via.  mihi  falle- 
and  like  the  treafures  cf  the   fpirit,   full  of  wifdonie  and  latent  fenfes,  rf,  <id  ;«/?«/« 
it  i?  not  improper  to  draw  forth  thofe  excellencies  ,  which  are  intended  and  fan^Umque  vi-~ 
ffgnifed  by  every  petition,  that  by  fo  excellent  an  authority,  we  may  know  deri^ 
what  it  is  lawfull  to  begge  of  GOD.  No^empecca- 

tjs^  fyfi^udi- 

^ns  obijce  nubem     "^ Si  confi  Hum  vh^  permttes  ipfis  expendere  Nutninibus^  quid  Conveniai 

nobis ,  rehhf'Me  fit  mile    noflris^  Nam  pro  jucundts  aptijjima  qu^que  dabmt  Di.  Jm'enaL 

Excrzri  in  perniciem  rogantium  f£va  benignitas  eft. "^vrulupetemihus  Defunt  vmha.  bene 

e(f^  cui  Deus  obtulit  parca^  quodfatrs  eft  wanu.  Nor.  /,  3.  od.  16,  a  Oratio  h^c  cuannmt  fub- 
ftringiiur verbis^  tantumdifunditurfejifibus.  TertulL  Evangelij  breviariuuu  Idem.  I.  deorat.c, 
I .  Si  tarr.en  reUe  ^  congruenter  oramus  nihil  aliud  dicere po^wvus  quarnqhodinorationg  Vominj. 
c4cminetHr.  S.Aug^adfratinErejn*  Cw • 


144         Difcir.  EXPOSITION  OF  THE 

Part  II  Our  Father^  which  art  in  heaven.']  The  addrelTe  rerr.indes  us  of  many 

parts  of  our  duty.  If  GOD  be  our  Father^  where  is  his  fear  znd  vcvcrencc^ 


2^  and  obedience.     If  ye  were  Abrahams  children ,  ye  would  do  theworkesof 

Vir  bonus  vera.  ^^^<^ham  *,  and  ye  are  of  your  father  the  Devill ,  for  his  works  ye  do.  Let  us 
Deiproienies]  "^^  dare  to  call  him  Father  if  we  be  rebells  and  enemies',  but  if  we  be 
Senec.de  pro-  obedient,  then  we  know  he  is  our  Father,  andwillgiveusachildes  por- 
^'iden't.  tion,  and  the  inheritance  of  fonnes.     But  it  is  obfervcable,  that  CHRIST 

K«i  ri  A^;;<-  ^^^^^  fpeaking  concerning  private  prayer,  does  defcribc  it  in  a  forme  of 
fit  U/A'  Me-  plurallfignification,toteIlus,  that  we  are  to  draw  into  the  communication 
^jj^^    '  of  our  praters  all  thofe ,  who  are  confederated  in  the  common  relation  of 

Hoc«ionume<.  fonnes  to  the  fame  Father.  Which  art  in  heaven']  tells  us,  where  our  hopes 
cedicomnedo-  and  our  hearts  muft  be  fixed,  whither  our  defires.,  and  our  prayers  muft 
num  utDcus  ho*  tend.  Surfum  corda  >  where  our  treafure  is  there  mufi  our  hearts  be  alfo,  ■ 
t^Y^TLm,  ^^'^^"-'^^  ^^  ^^y  N^'we  J  That  is ,  let  thy  Name ,  thy  eflence ,  and  glori- 
dtNativ.  *  °"^  attributes  be  honoured ,  and  adored  in  all  the  world ,  believed  by 
4.  faith,  loved  by  charity ,  celebrated  with  praifes,  thank'd  with  Eucha- 

Matth.  2  3.8.  rift  ,  and  let  thy  Name  be  hallowed  in  us ,  as  it  is  in  it  fclfe.  Thy  Name 
Ephef-  4.  6,  being  called  upon  us,  let  us  walk  worthy  of  that  calling ,  and  that  mr  light 
^  iiui  nos  uele-  may  fl)ine  before  men ,  that  they  feeing  our  goodworkfs  may  gkrifie  thee  our  Fa- 
itec in  infi mis,  ther .,  which  art  in  heaven.  In  order  alfo  to  the  fanftification  of  thy  Name 
quiPacremha-^  grant  that  all  our  praifcs ,  hymnes,  Eucharifticali  remembrances  andre- 
leo  icrm.de  af-*  prefentments  of  thy  glories  may  beufefull,  blelfed  and  effcftuall  for  the 
«ens.  difperfing    thy  fame,   and  advancing  thy  honour  over  all  the  world. 

This  is  a  direftand  formall  aft  of  worfhipping  and  adoration.  The  Name 
of  G  O  D  is  reprefentative  of  G  O  D  himfelfe ,  and  k  fignifies ,  be  thou 
worfliipped  and  adored ,  be  thou  thanked  and  celebrated  with  honour  and 
Eucharift. 
^  thy  kjngdome  come  ']  that  is ,  as  thou  haft  caufed  to  be  preached  and 

'^*  publifhed  the  coming  of  thy  kingdome ,  the  peace,  and  truth,  the  reve- 

lation and  glories  of  the  Gofpell ,  fo  let  it  came  verily  and  eifeftually  to  us, 
and  all  the  worlds  that  thou  mayeft  truely  reigne  ia  ourfpirits,  exerci- 
fingabfolute  dominion,  fubduing  all  thine  Enemies  ,  ruling  inourfacd, 
ties ,  in  the  underftanding  by  faith ,  in  the  will  by  charity ,  in  the  paflions 
'^  -  by  mortificatioa,  in  the  members,  byachaft  and  right  ufeof  the  parts. 

And  as  it  was  more  particularly ,  and  in  the  letter  proper  at  the  beginning 
of  C  H  R  IS  T  S  preaching ,  when  he  alfo  taught  the  prayer ,  that  GOD 
would  haften  the  coming  of  the  Gofpell  to  all  the  world  j  fo  now  alfo  and 
ever  it  will  be  in  its  proportion  necclfary  and  pious  to  pray,  that  it  may 
come  ftill ,  making  greater  progrelTe  in  the  world ,  extending  it  felfe, 
where  yet  it  is  nor,  and  intending  it  where  it  is  already,  that  the  kingdomc 
of  CHRIST  may  not  onely  be  in  us  in  name  and  forme ,  and  honoura- 
ble appellatives ,  but  in  efleft  and  power.  This  peti  tion  in  the  firft  ages  of 
Chriftianity  was  not  expounded  to  fignifie  a  prayer ,  for  C  H  R  I S  T  S  fe- 
cond  coming  *,  becaufe  the  Gofpell  not  being  preached  to  all  the  world, 
they  prayed  for  the  delay  of  the  day  of  judgement,  that  CHRIST'S 
kingdome  upon  earth  might  have  its  proper  increment :  but  fincc  then, 
every  age  as  it  is  more  forward  in  time,  foitis  more  carneft  in  defireto 
accon-plifh  the  intermediall  propheftes  that  the  Kingdome  of  G  O  D  the  Fa- 
ther might  come  in  glories  infinite.  And  indeed  the  kingdome  of  grace 
ibeingin  orda  to  the  Jkingdomc  of  glory,  this  as  it  Js  principally  to  be 

defited. 
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dtfired/o  may  pofllbly  be  intended  chiefely,  which  alfo  is  the  more  ptoha-      part  II. 

ble,  tecaufe  the  addrelVe  of  this  Prayer  being  to  Gcd  the  Father,ic  is  proper 

toobrerve,  that  the  kingdomeof  grcace,or  of  the  Gcfpell/is  called  the  king-  ^  Colojf:  i.i  g. 
dome  cf  the  *  fon,  and  that  of  glory  in  the  ftile  cf  the  fcripture  is  the  king-  Revel^  i  .p. 
dome  of  the  Father.  S.  GerTmn  Patriarch  of  Conflantinople  eypoundesit  Afatth:  1341 
with  fome  little  difterence,  but  not  ill*,  thy  hjingdome  come^  that  is,  let  thy  H.  lukS'6.  52. 
fpiritcome  into  ui'-,  for  ihekingdme  of  heaven  iswith  jnus^  faith  the  H.  fciip-  Matth:  1 6.27. 
turc;  and  ("0  it  intimates  our  defires,  that  the  promife  of  the  Father,  and  the 
Prophecies  of  old,  and  the  H.  Ghoft  the  Comforter  may  come  upon  usj  let 
that  amirting  from  above  defcend  upon  us*,whercby  we  may  be  anointcdTCfn^/ 
and Prjefts  in  a  fpirituall  kingdome  and  preifthood  by  aholy  Chrifme. 

Thy  will  be  done  in  Earth^^as  h  is  in  heaven]  That  is,  the  whole  Oeconomy 
and  difpenfation  of  thy  Providence  be  the  guide  of  the  world,  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  our  dcfrej  that  we  be  patient  in  all  accidents,  conformable  to  Gods 
will  both  in  doing  and  in  fuftering-,  fubyiitting  to  changes  and  even  to  per- 
fecutronsj  and  doing  all  Gods  will,  which  becaufe  without  Gods  aid  we  can- 
not doe,  therefore  we  beg  it  of  him  by  prayer,  but  by  his  aid  we  are  confi- 
dent we  may  dee  it  in  the  m.anner  of  Angelicall  obedience,  that  is^promptly, 
readily^  cheerfully^  and  with  all  our  faculties.  Or  thus*,  as  die  Angels  in  heaven 
fcrve  thee  with  harmony ,  concord,  and  peace,  fo  let  us  all  joyne  in  the  fer-  ^ 

rice  of  thy  Maiefty  with  peace  and  purity,and  love  unfainedj  that,  as  all  the  ^  Ewic^*^  ah 
Angels  are  in  peace,  and  amongft  them  there  is  no  perfecutour ,  and  none  i^,,^  auod 
pcrfecuted,  there  is  none  aftliding,  or  aftidied,  none  affaulting,  oraflaul-  ^j^  pnfterum 
ted,  but  all  in  fweetncfie  and  peaceable  ferenity  glorifying  thee,  fo  let  y^^^j^i^^^.  jv^- 
thy  will  be  done  on  earth  by  all  the  world,in  peace  and  unity,  in  charity  rarenorum  £- 
and  tranquillity,  that  with  one  heart  and  one  voice  we  may  glorify  thee  our  vangelium 
univerfall  Father,  having  in  us  nothing,  that  may  difpleafe  thee,  having  (referente  S. 
quitted  all  our  own  def  res  and  pretenfions,r!ving  in  Angelicke  conformity,  hieronymoj ' 
our  foules  fubieft  to  thee,  and  our  Paffionsto  our  foules,  that  in  e^r*/;  alfo  lepjt[panem 
thy  will  may  be  done ,  a  s  in  the  fpirit  and  foule,  which  is  a  portion  of  the  crafiinum.l  S^ 
heavenly  fubftance.  Thefe  three  petitions  are  addrefied  to  Gcd  by  way  of  Lucasfpanem ' 
adoration  .  In  the  firft  the  foule  putts  on  theafeclions  of  a  child  ^and  dcvefts  diurnum  ^  five 
itfelfe  of  its  owne  intereft,oftering  itfelfup  wholly  to  the  delignes,  andglo-  f^j/^^  neceffari- 
rifications  of  God.  In  the  fccond  it  putts  on  the  relation  and  duty  ofafubieU  „^^  ^^  xa.^ iuL. 
ro  her  legitimate  Priiice,feeking  the  promotion  of  his  regall  intereft.  In  the  p^r*. 
third.  Hie  purrs  on  the  afe^ion  ofafpoufe,  loving  the  fame  love,and  chooling  ^g^'  ^„^ 
tbefame  obie^,and  delighting  in  unions  and  conformities.The  next  partde-  j^^^  eiuiM%X^ 
fcends  lower,and  makes  addreffes  to  God,  in  relation  to  our  own  neceflities.  ^^^^  <i;«/C/     h 

Gjue  us  this  day  our  daily  bread]  that  is,give  unto  us  all  that  is  neccflary  for  j/y^,f,^^  Urvo' 
the  fupportofourlives,the  bread  ofour  necefrity,fo  the  Syriack  interpreter  tenecui  p 
reades  if,  This  day  give  us  the  portion  of  bread  which  is  day  by  day  necef-  rrumShl    it' 
fary.  Give  us  the  bread  cr  fupport,  which  we  lliall  need  all  our  lives,  onely  ^^  ^  ^j-        .. 
riiis  day  minifter  our  prefent  part.  For  we  pray  for  the  necelTary  bread  or  SaV       N^^ 
maintenance,  which  Gods  knowes  we  fhall  need  all  our  dayes*,  but  that  we  /    '"^'^'^^^ 
ije  not  carefull  for  to  morrow,we  are  taught  to  pray  not  that  it  be  al  1  at  once  ^y^^J'^^^^\ 
reprefented,ordepofited,but,that  God  would  minifter  it,  as  we  need  i:^ /^jlf^^^Y^ 
how  hepleafes',  but  our  needs  are  to  be  the  meafure  ofour  de(ires ,  our  !J     *"  ^"-^^^'* 
tlefires   muft  not  make  our  needs,  that  we  may  be   confident  of  the     ^'^  . 
Divine  providence  and  not  atall  covetous',for  therefore  God  feeds  his  peo-  ^ 

•pie  with  eytenjpcfary  provifionSj-that  by  needing  allwayes  they  may  learne 
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'       ,,        to  pray  to  hii?i,an(l  by  being  ftill  fupp!yed,may  learn  to  truft  him  for  the  fu- 
'       ture,and  thank  him  for  that  is  paft,  and  rejoyce  in  the  prefent.  So  God  reign- 


Fruttibus  Agrif^  ed  down  Manna,giving  them  their  daily  portionjand  To  ail  Fathers  and  Ma- 
pa  siculis,quos   flers  minittcr  to  their  children,  and  fervants,  giving  them  their  proportion. 


Hari  pcsfit  tibi .  it  not  depofited  but  in  the  hands  of  God,  mercy  plowing  the  fields  of  heaven^ 
toll€  querelas :     (  33  JqIjj  cxprefTion  is  )  brings  them  corn  •,  and  the  cattell  upon  a  thoufand 

ptcit*ll^us.^i  vcif  prayer,  becaufe  although  they  have  the  bread  ,  yet  they  need  the  bleffing  ♦, 
tri  bene,  fi  latcri  &  what  they  have  now,niay  perilh  or  be  taken  from  them  j  Scasprefervation 
eftjpedi'bufque  \^  3  perpetual  creation,fo  the  continuing  to  rich  n;en,what  God  hath  already 
wiSjNil  Diviux  j3^,f^Qvved  is  a  continual  giving  it.  Young  men  muft  pray,becaufe  their  needs 
add""  majus.^^  ^re  like  to  be  the  longer,and  old  men,becaufc  they  are  prefent,  but  all  thefe 
Horat:ad  icdf  are  to  pray  but  for  the  *  prefent ,  that  which  in  eftimation  of  law  is  to  be 
urn.  ^  reckoned,  as  eminent  upon  the  prefent,and  part  of  this  ftate  and  condition. 
lAi  fihij  'tv  {l^  guf  it  is  great  improvidence,and  an  unchriftian  fpirit  for  old  men  to  heap  up 
•«M«  19  t5  j^tj-  provifions,and  load  rheir  fumptures  ftil  the  more  by  how  much  their  way  is 
^nvKit^  nUa  tliortcr.  But  there  is  alfo  a  bread  which  came  down  froni  heaven,  a  Diviner 
-Tfo^  f?)  J*5-  nutriment  of  our  fouls,thefood,and«'intf  o/^;J^e/i•,Chriflhimfclfashecom- 
/i•^  Fluurch.  niunicates  himfelfein  the  expreffes  of  his  word  and  facramcnts  ',  and  if  wc 
•  LsKus  in  pre-  {^^  deftitutc  of  this  bread,  we  are  miferable  and  periftiing  people  j  wc  muft 
qao/ultra  eit  P^^Y  thatfouls  alfo  m.ay  feed  upon  thofc  cceleftial  viands  prepared  for  us  in 
oderit  curare.  &  the  antepafts  of  the  Gofpel ,  til  the  great  and  fuller  meal  of  the  fuppcr  of 
»Tiara  lento  the  Lamb  fhall  anfwer  all  our  prayers,  and  fatisfie  every  dcfire. 
Temper etrifu  Forgive  US  our  tref})ajfes^  as  we  forgive  them  that  trefpajfe  agamftm. ']  Not 
— Hor.  1,2  o  (jnely  thofc  finnes  of  infirmity,  invafion,  and  fuddcn  furprife,  which  like  ex- 
g^  crefcenciesof  luxuriant  trees  adhere  to  many  aftions  by  inadvertency,  and 

quidxternis  either  natutallweakncCeor  actideniall  prejudice?  but  alfo  all  thofe  great 

minorem  finnes ,  which  were  waflied  oft  from  our  fouls,  and  the  ftainc  taken  away  in 

Confilijs  ani-  baptifmc  j  or  when  by  choice ,  and  after  the  ufc  of  reafon  we  gave  up  our 
Ho?ariT.od;n  "ames  to  CHRIST,  when  we  firft  received  the  adoption  of  fons  j  for  even 
\  usfummalic  thofe  things  were  fo  pardoned,  that  wc  muft  forever  confelfc,  and  glory  in 
vis  ipcm  nos  vc-  the  Divine  mercy,  and  ftill  afcertain  it  by  performing  what  we  then  promi- 
tac  inchoarc  fed,  and  which  were  the  conditions  of  our  covenant.  For  although  CHRIST 
l""^cr^rcroet  ^'^^^  ^*^^^"  °^  '■^^  g'^'lf  ?  ycf  fti^l  th^^^  remains  the  difrcputation  y  and  S. 
iHoT  fabulSjue  ^^^^  c^I^s  h'fmfelfe  the  chiefefl  of  finners^  not  referring  to  his  prefent  condi- 
manes  &  don^us  tion,  but  to  his  former  perfecuting  the  Church  of  GOD,  which  is  one  of  the 
«xilis  Plutonia  greateft  crimes  in  the  world,and  lor  ever  he  alked  pardon  for  it j  and  fo  muft 
Hor  1. 1  od, ; ,  ^^^  knowing  that  they  may  rcturne  j  if  we  ihakc  off  the  yoke  of  CHRIST, 
w**"r*^'  and  break  his  cords  from  us,  the  bands  of  the  covenant  Evangelicall,  the 
t^iit.Lonc,  finnes  will  returne  fo  as  to  undoe  us.  And  this  we  pray  with  a  tacite  obliga- 
Hjcen,  jJQj-j  J.Q  forgive*,  for  fo  onely,and  upon  that  condi  tion  we  begge  pardon  to  be 

given  or  continued  refpe<Sively  j  that  is,as  we  from  our  hearts  forgive  them 
that  did  us  in>ury  in  any  kinde,  never  entertaining  fo  much  as  a  thought  of 
revenge,  but  contrariwifc  lovi'ng  them,  that  did  us  wrong ',  for  fo  we  beg  that 
God  fliould  do  to  us',and  therefore  it  is  but  a  IcHer  revenge  to  fay, I  will  for- 
give, but  I  will  never  have  to  do  with  him.  For  if  he  become  an  objeft  of 
charity  we  muft  have  to  do  with  him  to  relieve  him  j  becaufe  he  needs  pray- 
ers, we  Biuft  have  to  do  widi  him  ^d  pray  for  him,  and  to  rcfufe  his  fociety, 

when 
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when  it  is  reafonably  and  innocently  ofitred  is  to  deny  that  to  him ,  which      p       »r 
Chriftians  have  only  bin  taught  to  deny  to  perfons  eycomimicatc,to  perfon 


under  punifhmenrw.e.to  perfons  not  yet  forg!Vcnj&  we  fhal  havt  bnt  an  evil  parum  ejl  no- 
portion,lf  Goi'i  fhuld  forgive  our  fins,&  fliould  not  alfo  love  us,&  do  us  grace  bis  non  tuniriy 
and  beftow  bcnetits  upon  us.So  we  muft  forgive  others'^  fo  GOD  forgives  us.  njft  jnerearnur 

And  lead  us  not  into  temptation  ]  S.  Cyprian  out  of  an  old  Latin  copy  reads  ^  diligi.Hugo 
ity'^fufer  us  not  to  be  lead  into  rem;)f<it/on,thatis,fufferu>not  to  beover-  deS.Vihor. 
come  by  temptation  *,  and  therefore  we  are  bound  to  prevent  our  acceHe  /.2.  allegat :  in 
to  fuch  temptation,  whofc  very  approximation  is  dangerous,  and  the  con-  Matth. 
ta<ft  is  irregular  and  cvill  •,  fuch  as  are  temptations  of  the  flefh  v  yet  in  o-   *  t»  yi ,  ^ii^ 
ther  temptations  the  aflault  fometimes  makes  confident,  and  hardens  a  re-  hW>4/  Wp- 
folution.  For  fomc  fpirits  who  are  foftned  by  fair  ufages  arc  (Reeled  and  em-  ^^  Us  •xueyo- 
boldncd  by  a  perfecution-But  of  what  nature  focver  the  temptations  be,whe-  ^^ii  ^  uji  Vr«7«. 
ther  they  be  fuch,whofe  approach  a  Chriftian  is  bound  to  fear,or  fuch  which  i  ^  '«,tj^ 
arc  the  certain  lot  of  Chriftians(fuch  are  troubles  &  perfecutions,into  which  ^,  ^^j^xi,  i 
when  we  enter  we  muft  count  it  joy)  yet  wc  are  to  pray  that  we  enter  not  ,>g^  -^y^aC 
into  the  poireffion  of  the  temptation,  that  we  be  not  overcome  by  it.  r7aa*<ac\ic;t««» 

But  deliver  us  from  eviW]  From  theaflaulrs  or  violence  of  evill,from  the  '^^^^j,   "natin 
wicked  one,  who  not  oncly  prefents  us  with  obje<a:s,  bift  heightens  our  ^^^j;/  ^^ 
concupifccnce ,  and  makes  us  imaginative,  phantafticall  and  paffionate,  i,^rti>u^:  ixi 
fetting  on  the  temptation,  making  the  luft  a<iive,  and  the  man  full  of  appe-  i^^  ;'  \L,^ 
tire,  and  the  appetite  full  of  energy  and  power:  therefore  deliver  us  from  *'^.^/ o 
the  evill  one,who  is  interefted  as  an  enemy  in  every  hoftility,  and  in  every  q.."''  p\.y. 
danger.  Let  not  Satan  have  any  power  or  advantage  over  us,  and  let  not  ^'  c  P    ^  ji/f 
vill  m.en  prcvaile  upon  us  in  our  danger,  much  leffe  to  our  ruine.  Make  us  •  '  /  ' ' 

fafe  under  the  coveringof  thy  wings  againft  all  fraud  and  every  violence,  '*'**'* 
that  no  temptation  deftroy  our  hopes,  or  break  our  ftrength,  or  alter  our  * 

f^ate,  or  overthrow  our  glories  y  In  thefe  laft  petitions,  which  concerne  cur 
felves,  the  foulc  hath  affeftions  proper  to  her  own  needs,  as  in  the  former,  '  i- 

proportion  to  GODS  glory.  In  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  affc^ion  of  a  poor  in-  —Projucun- 
digenty  and  neceffitous  beggexy  in  the  fecondof  <t  delinquent  and  penitent  fervant^  ^J^  aptifsima. 
in  the  laft  ofaperfon  in  affliBion^or  danger.  And  after  all  this  the  reafon  of  our  9«f^_^f  dabunt 
confidence  is  derived  from  GOD.  Diz. 

For  thine  is  the  kjngdom^the  Power^and  the  Glory^for  ex;er]That  is,thefe  which  Carior  eft  illis 
We  beg  are  for  the  honor  of  thykingdom,for  the  manifeihtion  of  thy  power,  ^o^"  quamftbi 
and  tht  glory  of  thy  name  &  merciesjand  it  is  an  expreJTe  Doxology  or  ado-  ^^^  anifmrum 
ration,which  is  apt  and  fit  to  conclude  all  our  prayers,and  addreffes  to  GOD.  ^mpulfu^f^  c^e- 

Thefe  are  the  generalls  and  great  Treafures  of  matter,  to  which  all  our  ^^  tnagnaque 
prefent  or  fudden  needs  are  reducible,  and  whei!  we  make  our  prayers  Cupidjne  du^ 
more  minute  and  particular,  if  the  inftance  be  in  matter  of  dury,and  meerly  Conjugium  pe^ 
fpiriruall,  there  is  no  danger ',  but  when  our  n.eeds  are  temporall,  or  we  are  ^'»w/,  partum-' 
tranfported  with  fecular  defires,  all  defcending  to  particulars  is  a  confining  (jue  uxorisy  at 
the  Divine  Providence,  a  judging  for  our  felves,  a  begging  a  temptation  of-  ^His 
tentimes,fomctimes  a  mifchieftand  to  beg  beyond  the  necefTitiesof  our  life,  ^otum  quipue^ 
is  a  mutiny  againft  that  providence,which  afTignes  to  Chiiftians  no  more  but  ^^  qualifque^ 
food  and  rayment  for  their  own  ufe  >  all  other  excrefcencles  ef  polfefTions  fatura  fit  uxor. 
!->eing  entrufted  to  the  ri-ch  mans  difpenfation,  owly  as  to  a  fteward :  and  he  Juvenal. 
lliall  be  accountable  for  the  coat,  that  lyes  by  him,  as  the  portion  of  moths*,  "^  m«  fAtl  >(- 
and  for  the  fhooes,which  are  the  fpoiles  of  mouldjneire,and  the  contumely  >5/3-'  Ji  fH^tix 
of  plenty.'*"  Grant  me .,0  Lord^notwhat  I  defire^butrvhat  is  profitable  for  me.  For  '«a\'  «  cvy.^i^ 
fonitinies  we  ddire  thar,which  in  the  fucceeding  event  of  things  wil  undo  us.  f«. 

Kk  2  This         12. 


I4S 


Part  11^ 


»3' 


t>\k.it.  OF  PRAYER- 

This  rale  is  in  all  things, that  concerne  our  felves.  There  is  fome  little  dif- 
femice  in  the  affaireslind  neceliities  of  other  men ',  for  provided  we  fub- 
mit  to  the  divine  providence,and  pray  for  good  things  for  others  only  with 
a  tacit  condition,  fofar  as  they  are  good  and  profitable  in  order  to  the  beft 
ends,  yet  if  we  be  particular,there  is  nocovetoufnes  in  it',  there  may  be  in- 
difcretion  in  the  particular,bnt  in  the  generall  no  faultjbesaufe  it  is  a  prayer 
&  a  dcfign  of  ch^:  iry.For  kjngs  and  all  that  are  in  autborhy  we  may  yet  enlarge 
&  pray  for  peaceable  reign,tiue  iieges,rTrong  armies,  victory  &  fair  fnccelle 
in  their  ;uft  wars,  health,Iong  life,and  riches,  becaufe  they  have  a  capacity, 
which  private  perfons  have  not,and  whatfoever  is  good  for  (ingle  perrons,& 
whatfoever  is  apt  for  their  ufes  as  pnblike  perfons,  all  that  we  may,  and  we 
muft  pray  forjeither  particularly, for  fo  we  may,or  in  general  ligniricacions, 
^  .     for  fo  we  niuft  at  leaft  •,  that  we  may  lead  a  godly^peaceable^  and  quiet  life^jn  all 

Rege  in-  ^.j^i/jj^^^  ^„^  honefly^  that  is  S.Pauls  rule,and  the  prefcribed  meafure  and  pur- 


columi  mens 
omnibus  una 
anirjfo  rupere 
fidem  — 


pofe  of  fuch  prayers,  And  in  this  inftance  of  kings,  we  may  pray  for  defeat- 
ing all  the  Kings  enemies,  fuch  as  are  traly  fuch,  and  we  have  no  other  re- 
firaintupon  us  in  this,  but  that  we  keep  our  defiresconlined  within  the 
limits  of  the  end  we  are  conmiandedithat  is,  fofar  to  confound  the  kings  e- 
ncm!C«,that  he  may  do  his  duty^md  we  do  om-s,and  receive  the  blefling^  e- 
ver  as  much  as  v/e  can  to  diftinguifli  the  malice  from  the  perfon.  But  if  the 
enemies  themfelves  will  not  alfo  feperate,  what  oui"  intentions  diftinguifh, 
that  is,  if  they  will  not  return  to  their  duty,  then  let  the  prayers  operate  as 
GOD  pleafes ,  we  muft  be  zealous  for  the  end  of  the  kings  authority,  aud 
peaceable  government.  By  enemies  I  mean  rebels  or  invaders,tyrants  and  ' 
14.  ufurpers  v  for  in  other  wars  there  are  many  other  confiderations  not  pro- 

i  Job.  ^.21.   per  for  this  place. 

Jam.  5  .'i  6 ;  The  next  confederation  wi  1  be  concerning  the  manner ^\  mean  both  the  man  - 
/oh,  9.51.  ner  of  our  ;)er/o/i/,and  the  manner  qfour  prayers^rha  is,with  what  conditions  we 
J^fal.  66. 1 8.  ought  to  approach  to  God,  and  with  what  circumftances  the  prayers  may, 
Pjfal.  34.1^.  or  ought  to  be  perfcrn;cd.Thc  conditions  to  make  our  prayers holy,&  cer- 
ijay.  I.  1 5.  tain  to  prevail  are^i  .That  we  live  good  lives  endeavoring  to  conform  by  hc- 
Ifty.  58.  7,  ly  obedience  to  all  the  divine  Commandments.  The  condition  is  eyprefly 
■^al.  5.10.  recorded  by  S.  Jfohn^Be  love  d^i four  hearts  condemn  us  not.,then  have  we  confidence 
1  Tim.  2.  S,  towards  G  0  D„  and  whatfoever  wee  aske  of  him  wee  (hall  obtaine  y  and 
€ttmn.  is  qui  Sahn  James  aftirms,  that  the  effeBuall  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  jnan  tf- 
^fplicet  ad  in-  vaikxkn-uch  *,  and  our  blel!ed  Saviour  lintiting  the  confidence  of  our  pray- 
tercedendum  ers  for  forgivencfe,to  our  charity,and  forgiving  others,plainly  tells  us,  that 
mittitur.,  irati  the  uncharitable  and  unrighteous  perfon  fliall  not  be  heard.  And  the  blind 
Hnimns  ad  de-  ^nni  in  the  Gofpel  undcrftood  well  what  he  faid,  liow  we  know  that  Godhea- 
teriora  provo-  reth  not  finners.,  hut  if  any  man  he  a  worjhipper.,  and  doth  his  will.,  him  he  heareth, 
catur.GregoT,  And  it  was  fo  decreed  and  refolved  a  point  in  the  dod-rine  of  their  religion , 
Paftor.  that  it  was  a  provcrbiall  faying.&  although  this  difcourfe  of  the  blind  man 

^  Irfimunis  a-  was  of  a  reftrained  occafion,and  fignilTed,  if  Chrift  had  been  a  falfe  Prophet 
ram  fi  tetigit  God  would  not  have  attefted  his  fermons  with  the  power  of  miracles,  yet  in 
inznus  .  general  ^Ifo  he  had  been  taught  by  David:  If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  hearty 

Non  fumptuofa  ^he  Lord  n^ill  not  hear  my  prayer.  And  therefore  when  men  pray  in  every  place 
blandior  hoftia  (fo""  fo  'hey  :ire  commanded)  let  them  lift  uppui'e  hands.,mthout  anger  and  con" 
Mollibit  aver-  tentiom hwA  indeed  although  every  fnine  ^  entertained  with  a  free  chovce  & 
fos  penates  a  full  underftanding  is  an  obftruftion  to  our  prayers*,  yet  the  fpeciall  Tin  of 
Farrepio  (ff  uncharitablenes  makes  the  biggeft  cloud  and  is  in  the  proper  matter  of  it  an 
jaliente  mica,  indifpoll  cion  for  us  to  receive  mercyjfor  he  who  is  foftned  with  apprehcnfion 
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of  his  owne  needs  of  mercy,will  be  tender-hearred  rovrards  his  hrother,and      p^j-f,  j  j, 

therefore  he  that  hath  no  bowels  here,can  have  no  apcnefTe  there  to  receive  '. . 

or  heartily  to  hope  for  mercy.  But  this  rule  is  to  be  iinderftood  of  pcifons, 
who  perfcver  in  the  habit  and  remanent  affe(f^ions  of  ilnj  fo  long  as  they  en-  ^f'p^ipj  «^  ^^^- 
tcrrain  fin  with  love,compIaccncy  and  joy,they  arein  aftate  of  enmity  with  ^^"  peccatum 
God^'k.  therefore  in  no  lltdirpofition  to  receive  pardon  &  tlie  entertainment  "^  t^anfeat  o- 
of  friends  ■-,  but  penitent  linners,and  returning  foules,  loaden  and  grieved  ^^^^'^'  -^swifw, 
with  their  heavy  prefiures,  are  next  to  holy  innocents,  the  apteft  perfons  5» 
in  the  world  to  be  heard  in  their  prayers  for  pardon  ?  but  they  are  in  no 
further  difpofition  to  large  favours,  and  more  eminent  charities.    A  finner 
in  the  beginning  of  his  penance  will  be  heard  for  himfelfe,  and  yet  alfo  he 
needs  the|7rayers  of  holy  perfons  more  fignally  then  others  y  for  he  hath 
but  fome  very  few  degrees  or  difpofitions  to  reconciliation ,  but  in  pi%iy- 
ers  of  interceHlon  or  mediapion  for  others,  onely  holy,and  very  pious  per  . 
fons  are  fit  to  be  intercfted.    All  men  as  matter  of  duty  muft  pray  for  aH 
men-,  but  in  the  great  neceffities  of  a  Prince,  of  a  Church,  or  kingdome,  or 
ofa  family,  or  of  a  great  danger  and  calamity  to  a  fingle  perfon,  onely  a 
Nodhy  a  Davrdy  a  Daniel^  a  Jeremy ^  an  Enoch  or  Job  are  fit  and  proportioned 
advoocates.  GOD  fo  requires  holinefle  in  us,  that  oiir  prayers  may  be  ac- 
cepted, that  he  entertaines  them  in  feverall  degrees  according  to  the  de- 
grees of  our  fanftity ,  to  fewer  or  more  purpofes,  according  as  we  are  little 
or  great  in  the  kingdome  of  heaven.   As  for  thofe  irregular  donations  of 
good  things,  which  wicked  perfons  aske  for  and  have,  they  are  either  no 
mercies,  but  inftruments  of  curfing  and  crime,  or  elfe  they  are  defigncs  of 
grace,  intended  to  convince  them  of  their  unwor  thinefie,  and  fo  if  they  be- 
com  not  inftruments  of  their  converfion,thcy  are  aggravations  of  their  ruin. 

2.  The  fecond condition  I  have  already  explained  in  the  defcription  of  ^  ^ 

the  matter  of  our  prayers ',  for  although  we  may  lawfully  ask  for  whatfoevcr  •.rt^^7j  j^ti^iig^ 
we  need,  and  this  leave  is  configned  to  us  in  thofe  words  of  onr  blelTed  Sa-  '^^  Vwkmc  diif. 
viowi-:  Tout  heavenly  Father  knoweth  what  you  have  need  of :  yet  becaufe  Gods 
providence  walks  in  the  great  deep,  that  is,  his  footfteps  are  in  the  water, 
and  leave  no  imprefTion,  no  former  aft  of  grace  becomes  a  precedent  that 
he  will  giTe  us  that  in  kind,  which  then  hefaw  convenient,  and  therefore 
gave  us  j  and  now  he  fees  to  be  inconvenient,  and  therefore  does  deny  : 
therefore  in  all  things  but  what  are  matter  of  necelTary  and  unmingled  duty 
wemnft  fend  up  our  prayers',  but  humility,  mortification  and  conformity  to 
thedivinewill  muft  attend  for  an  anfwer,and  bring  back  not  what  the  pub- 
like Embafl'y  pretends,  but  what  they  have  in  private  inftruftions  to  de- 
fire,  accounting  that  for  the  beft  fatisfaftion,  what  GOD  pleafcs,  not  what 
I  have  either  unnecelTarily,  or  vainly,  or  finfully  defired. 

g.  When  our  perfons  are  difpofed  by  fandity,  and  the  matter  of  our  ^^' 

prayers  is  hallowed  by  prudence,  and  religions  intendments,  then  we  are 
bound  to  entertaine  a  full  perfwafion  and  confident  Iwpe,  that  GOD  will 
heareus.    What  thing  foever  ye  deftre,  when  ye  pray ^  believe  that  ye  receive  iV4r.Il.  24, 
them,  andyejhall  obtaine  them^  faid  our  blefled  Saviour  •,  and  S.James  taught 
from  that  Oracle,  If  any  of  you  lackyoifdome  let  him  ask^it  ofOOD,  but  let  him  «-     ^  ^ 
aske  in  faith  nothing  wavering',  for   hee  that  wavereth   is  like  a  wave  of  •^^^^'^'^'^ 
the  Sea,  driven  with  the  wind  and  toffed  to  and  fro  :    Meaning,  that 
when  there  is   no  fault  in  the  matter  of  our  prayers,  but  tHat  wee 
aske  things  pleafing  to  G  O  D,  and  there  is  no  indifpofttion  and  hoftility 

Kk^  ia 
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"^~     TI      in  our  perfon-s,  and  manners  between  God  and  us,  then  to  doubr,  were  to 
1 1*      difrruft  God',  for  all  being  right  on  our  parts,  if  we  doubt  the  ilTue,  the  de- 


chry  rntb  I  es  failjance  nuift  be  on  that  p;^rc,  which  to  fufpefS  were  infinite  inipiety.But  i:f- 
Ms  in  ,1111  cm  ter  we  have  done  all  wc  can,  if  out  of  humility,  and  feare  we  are  not  truly 
hunc  ver/!culum  dirp{)fd,  we  doubt  of  tlie  ifliie,  it  is  a  modefty  which  will  not  at  all  difcom- 
^o"""S'~.  •  "^^"^  ^'"  P^^^*^"^'  "^^  impede  the  eve^if,  provided  we  at  no  hand  fufped: 
"VrKi  ''  '^*  ^if^i^rCodspower,orveracity.PuttiugtruftinGod  is  an  excellent  advantage 
r«.>ne<^\«T  j-q^^^^  pi^ytrs^  I  will  deliver  him  (kkh  God,)  hecaufe  he  buth  put  his  truflin 
Eunlntusln  '  "^'  "^"^  ^^^  diftiufting  our  felvesj  and  fufpeSing  our  own  dirpo(itions,as  it 
Maximi.  pu^s  US  back  in  our  aduall  confidence  of  the  event,  fo  becaufe  it  abates  no- 

iignum  fatura  thing  of  our  confidence  in  God,  it  prepares  us  to  receive  the  reward  of  hu- 
i  TipetratioMs  eft  niility,  "^  and  not  to  loofe  the  praife  of  a  holy  trufting  in  the  Almighty. 
fmS  ^'^^'"'"j  I  thefe  conditions  are  effentiall;  fome  other  there  are  which  are  incidents 
peiendum^uii^  ^nd  accelTorics,  bur  at  no  hand  to  be  negle^ed  And  the  firft  is,  agnail  or  ha- 
ftdiicia,  ecquafi  bituall  <jfrfnr7o«  to  our  prayers,  which  WC  are  to  procure  with  morall  and  fe- 
ftcurirate  i-npe-  vere  endeavours,  that  we  defire  not  God  to  heare  us,when  we  doe  not  heare 
randi  CafTiati:  q^^  felves.  To  which  purpofe  we  muft  avoid,  as  much  as  oui-  duty  will  per- 
Bcclus.3c/  ""^  us,multiplicityofcares,andexteriour  imploymentsjforarivercut  into 
I7.  pral:io*2.i7.  niany  rivulets  divides  alfo  its  ftrength,and  growcs  contemptible,  and  ape  to 
Non  in  pluribus  be  foarded  by  a  lan^b,and  drunk  up  by  a  funnner  fun :  fo  is  the  fpirit  of  man 
fint  aftus  tui.  [jyify  j,^  variety  and  divided  in  its  felfei  it  abates  its  fervoui",  cooles  into  in- 
4«hp' intemtur  <i'fi'^rcncy,  and  becomes  trifling  by  its  difperfion  and  inadvertency.  Aqui- 
ad  fingnla,  dum  "35  was  oiKe  aiked  with  what  compendium  a  man  might  beft  become  lear- 
Confitra  mtnce  tied',  he  anfwered  by  reading  of  one  book:  n)eaning,  that  an  nnderftanding 
dividitur  ad  entertained  with  feverall  obie<^s  is  intent  upon  neither,and  profits  not.  And 
JPaft  ^  PC  4?  ^okh  when  wc  pray  to  God-,if  the  cares  of  the  world  intervene,  they  choake 
Magna wcVpu-  our  defire  into  an  indifftrency,  and  fuppreife  the  flame  into  a  fmoke,  and 
ca  ho  innem  ftrangle  the  fpirit.But  this  being  an  habituall  careleflenefie  and  imtemper- 
unun  ager(?,pr3i'  ance  of  fpirit,is  an  Enemy  to  an  habituall  attention,and  therefore  is  highly 
rTcmo^mum^sit  ^^^"""^^^' ^"^  nmkcs  our  prayers  to  be  but  the  labour  of  the  lips,  becaufe 
ceteri  our  defires  aie  lelfened  by  the  remanene  aftedions  of  the  world.  But  befides 

muliiformes  fu-  an  habituall  attention  in  our  prayers,  that  is,  a  deiire  !ngeneraIIofal],that 
»us.  Seneca.  onr  prayers  pretend  to  in  particuiar,there  is  alfo  for  the  accommodation,and 
Mentem '  antae  ^^  facilitate  the  accefle  of  our  prayers  required  that  we  attend  a<Sually  to  the 
care  o "mbiis^^  words  or  fenfe  of  every  colled  or  petition.  To  this  we  muft  contend  with 
aliis  etiam  culpa  prayer,  with  aduall  derelidion  &  fepofition  of  all  our  other  aftaircs,  though 
caremibus  viciis  innocent  and  good  in  other  kinds,by  a  prefent  fpirit.  And  the  nfe  of  it  i$,thac 
X  in"^  e"i  ^"  ]""^'  foch  attention  is  an  a<Jluall  converfing  with  Godji  c  occafions  the  excrcife  of 
ftummeumi'n  ''^^"y  ^<^*  of  vcrtu,  it  incrcafes  zeale  and  fervency,  and  by  reflexion  ch- 
leftuloji.e.ia  qui- kindles  loue  and  holy  defires:  and  although  there  is  no  rule  to  determine 
«te,qiua^usa;s  the  degree  of  our  a6:uall  attention,  and  it  is  ordinarily  impofTible  never  to 
^J'5^P''^J^>*l"j^-'  wander  with  a  though^  or  to  be  interrupted  with  a  fudden  immifTion  into 
nair  ferma.i"'  ^^^  ^P'^it  in  the  the  midft  of  praycrs',yetour  duty  is  by  mortification  of  our 
Cant:  *  *  fccalar  defires^by  fupprcffion  of  all  our  irregular  paflrTons,by  reducing  them 
17  to  indiffercncy,  by  fcverity  of  fpirit,  by  enkindling  our  holy  appetites  and 

defires  of  holy  things,by  filence,and  meditation,  &  repofe,to  get  as  forward 
in  this  e-Kcellency  aswc  canjto  which  alfo  we  may  be  very  much  helped  by 
jacularory  prayers,and  fliort  breathings,in  which  as  by  reafon  of  their  fhori 
abode  upon  the  fpirit  there  is  leiTe  feare  of  diverfion*,  fo  alfo  they  may 
fo  often  be  renewed,  that  nothing  of  the  Devotion  may  be  unfpenr, 
or  expire  for  want  of  oyk  to  feed  and  enwrtain  tbe  flame.   But  ch« 

deter- 
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determination  of  the  cafe  of  confcicnceisthis.  Habituall  artenricn  isab-      p^j.^  jj^ 

folutclynecef!~ary  In  cur  prayers,  that  is,icis  altogether  our  duty  to  de-  . 

fire  of  GOD  all,  that  we  pray  forj  though  our  mind  be  not  a<Sually  atten- 
ding to  the  forme  of  words,  and  therefore  all  worldly  defies,  that  arc  ^^^j^  j^^^^  j^^^ 
inordinate,  muft  he  refcinded,that  we  more  earneftly  attend  on  GOD  then  nioniii  cu  n  ie 
on  the  world.  He  thatprayes  to  GOD  to  give  him  the  gift  of  chaftity,  and  car .  ine  iblo 
yetfecretly  wilhes  rather  for  an  opportunity  of  luft,  anddefires  God  would  V^^^^J^^^^j, 
not  heare  him  (as  S.  Auftin  confelfes  of  himfelf  in  his  youth)  that  man  fins,  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
for  want  of  holy  and  habituall  defires',  he  prayes  onely  with  his  lips,  what  t-ntia  curas. 
he  in  no  fenfe  attefts  in  his  heart.  2  Aftuall  attention  to  our  prayers  isal-  Magnx  mentis 
fo  necelfai^,  not  ever  to  avoid  a  finne,  but  that  the  prefenr  prayei"  become  2P"'»""J?  *®* 

efleauall.  He  that  meanes  to  feaft,  and  to  get  thankes  of  GOD  muft  invite  ^^^l^^^^ , 

the  poor,  and  yet  he  that  invites  the  rich,  in  that,he  fins  not,  though  he  J|^i 
hath  no  reward  of  God  for  I'hat^  So,  that  prayer  periflies,  to  which  the  man 
gives  no  degree  of  a<Suall  attention,  for  the  prayer  is,  as  if  it  were  not,  it  is 
no  more  then  a  dreame,  or  an  zd  of  cuftome,  and  order,  nothing  of  devoti- 
on, and  fo  accidentally  becomes  a  fin  by  raking  Gods  name  in  vaiiae.  5-  It 
is  not  neceffary  to  the  prevalency  ofthe  prayer,  that  the  fpiritaftually  ac- 
companies every  claufe  or  word*,  if  it  fayes  a  hearty  Amen,  or  in  any  part  of 
itattefts  the  whole,it  isfuch  an  attention,  which  the  prefent  condition  of 
moft  men  will  permit.  4.  A  wandering  ofthe  fpirit  thorough  carelelfenelfe, 
or  any  vice,  or  inordinate  paflion  is  in  that  degree  d-iminall,as  is  the  caufe, 
and  it  is  hcightned  by  the  greatncfle  of  the  interruption.  $.  It  is  onely 
cxcufedby  our  endeavours  to  cure  it,  and  by  our  after  a^s  either  of  for- 
row  or  repetition  of  the  prayer,  and  reinforcing  the  intention.  And  certain- 
ly if  we  repeate  our  prayer,  in  which  we  have  obferved  ourfpirits  too 
much  to  wander,  and  refolve  ftill  to  repeat  it  (as  our  opportunities  permit^ 
it  may  in  a  good  degree  defeat  the  purpofe  ofthe  Enemy,  whew  his  own 
arts  fhall  returne  upon  his  head ,  and  the  wandering  of  our  fpirits  be 
made  the  occafion  of  a  prayer,  and  the  parent  of  a  new  devotion.  6.  LaftJy, 
according  to  the  degrees  ©four  aftuall  attention,  fo  our  prayers  are  more 
or  leffe  perfe^,  a  prefent  fpirit  being  a  great  inftrument,  and  t.eftimony  of 
wifdome,and  apt  to  many  great  purpofes',  and  our  continual!  abode  with 
'  God,  being  a  great  indeerment  of  our  perfons  by  encrcafing  the  affedions. 

2.  The  fecond  accelTory  is  intrnfton  of  fpirit  or  fervency,  fuch  as  was  that  || 

of  our  B.  faviour.  who  prayed  to  his  ¥zth&  with  ftrong  cryer^  and  loud  peti- 
tions, not  clamorous  in  language,  but  ftrong  in  fpirit.  S.  Paulalfo  when  he 
was  prelfed  with  a  ftrong  tempution,he  prayed  r^r?cf,that  is,earneftly,&  S« 
Jfames  affirn^es  this  to  be  of  great  va'lue,&  efficacy  to  the  obtaining  bleffings. 

the  efeib^tll  fervent  prayer  o(z]u{tipcr(on  availes  muciv,  And  £lias,  though  . ^o  •* 

amanoflikepaffions  yet  hy  earnefl  ])rd;er  he  obtained  raine,  or  drought  5^^^  «  - J^ 
according  ashedefired.  Now  this  is  properly  produced  by  the  greatnefie  ^  .  *  Z 
of  our  defire  of  heavenly  things,  our  true  value  and  eftimatc  of  religion,  T'  j^^'^? 


and  in  all  men  is  necelTary  to  be  fo  great,  as  rfiat  we  preferre  heaven 
and  religion  before  the  world,and  defire  them  rather ,with  the  choice  of  our 
wills  and  underftanding ,  though  there  cannot  alwaies  be  that  degree  of  fen- 
fualL^ungentor  dekftuble  affe<^ions,towards  fcligionus  towards  the  defires 
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Part  II  •      ®^  r.ature  and  fewccyet  ercr  we  mufi:  prefer  celeftiall  obje<f^s,reftraining  the 

»- appetites  of  the  world,  left  they  be  imnioderate,and  heightning  thedefires 

of  grace  and  glory,  left  they  become  indifferent.    But  the  greater  zeal  and 

ftrvonr  of  dellre  we  have  in  our  prayers,  the  fooner  and  the  greater  will  the 

return  of  the  prayer  be,  if  the  prayer  be  for  fpirituail  ob>e?}:s.    For  other 

things  our  delires  niuft  be  according  to  out  needs,  not  by  a  value  derived 

from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  but  the  ufefulnelfe,  it  is  to  us,  in  order  to  our 

greater  and  better  purpofes. 

1  p.  5.  Of  the  fame  confideration  it  is,  that  wc  perfevere  and  be  impormnate  in 

iln-  ir;^7tv^n     eur  prayers  by  repetition  of  our  defires,  and  not  remitting  either  our  alte- 

^f^ffK^flifiitu^  dions  cr  our  offices,  till  GOD,  overcome  by  our  importunity  give  a  graci- 

Rom.  12.12.    ousanfwer.74coZ>wraft led  with  the  Angelallnight,and  would  not difmilfe 

Sluod  olim  <^^4}  him,til  he  had  given  him  a  bkiTmg',Let  nie  alone^^mhGod^zs  if  hefelta  pref- 

Levharwn  (/<;  fure  &  burden  lying  upon  him  by  our  prayers,or  could  not  quit  himfelf,nor 

Sacerdotum      depart  unlelTe  we  give  him  leave',and  tince  God  is  detained  by  our  prayers, 

propmm.         &  we  may  keep  him  as  long  as  we  pleafe,and  that  he  will  not  go  away,til  we 

leave  fpeaking  to  hinijhe  that  wil  difmis  him,ti!l  he  hath  his  blefring,knows 

y  ,     J  not  the  value  of  his  bejiexiidion,.or  underftands  not  the  energy,  and  power 

^'  I     ''*     ^^^  pcrfevering  prayer.  And  to  this  purpofe  Chr^fl  fpeakes  a  Parable^  that 

^^^  Vt!"^*   ^(^<>^i^'t<it^^^)^^iopray,andmttofamt-y  prayingwhheutceafing.  S.Pakl calls 

'^\  *\'''T?'^'*  it,  that  is,  with  con tinuall  addrefles,  frequent  interpellations,  never  cea- 

«re<  "^  ^  »»     f^ng  renewing  the  requeft,  till  I  obtaine  my  defire.   For  it  is  not  enough 

/   '!S'r   ^^'  to  recommend  our  dellresto  GOD  with  one  hearty  prayer,  and  then  for- 

€iHs  aa  Jzw/-  ggf  fQ  gjj^  l^jj^  jj^y  ^Qj.^  .^  j^m;  fQ  i(jng  jjs  our  needs  continue,  fo  long  in  all 

^^*  times,  and  upon  all  occafions  to  renew  and  repeat  our  defires  j  and  this  is 

fraying  continually  j  juft  as  the  widow  did  to  the  unjuft  Judge,  fhe  never  left 
going  to  him,ftie  troubled  hini  every  day  with  her  clamorous fuit  y  fo  muft 
we  pray  alwayes^thzt  is,  every  day,  and  many  times  every  day,  according  to- 
our  ocrafions  and  neceflities,  or  our  devotion  and  zeale,  or  as  we  arc  dercr- 
niined  by  the  cuftomes  and  lawes  of  as  Church  •,  Never  giving  over  through 
v^arinefie  or  diftruft  ',  often  renewing  our  defires  by  a  continuall  fucceffi- 
on  of  devotions,  returning  at  certaine  and  determinate  periods.  For  Gods 
bleffings  though  they  come  infallibly,yet:.not  alwayes  fpeedily,raTing  only 
that  it  h  a  blcfTing  to  be  delayed,  that  wc  may  increafe  our  dctlrc,  and  re- 
new our  prayers,  and  doe  ads  of  confidence  and  patience,  and  afccrtainc 
and  encrcafe  the  blefTing  when  it  comes.  For  we  doe  not  more  defire  to  be 
bleffed,  then  GOD  does  to  hear  us  importunate  for  blefring,and  he  weighs 
every  figh,and  bottles  up  every  teare,  and  records  every  prayer,  and  looks 
tlirough  the  cloud  with  delight  to  fee  us  upon  our  knees,  and  when  he  fees 
his  time,  his  light  breaks  through  it,  and  fliines  upon  us.  Oncly  we  muft 
not  make  our  accounts  for  GOD,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  Sun,  but 
the  meafures  of  eternity.  He  meafures  us  by  our  needs,  and  wee  muft  not 
aieafure  him  by  our  impatience.  Godis  not  flack.,  asfome  men  count  flackjiefej. 
faith  the  Apoftle,  and  wc  find  it  fo,^  when  we  have  v/aited  long.  All  the  e- 
lapfed  time  is  no  part  of  the  tedioufnefie  j  the  trouble  of  ic  is  palTed  with 
•  it  felfe,  and  for  the  future  we  know  not  how  little  it  may  be  *,  for  ought  we 
know  we  aie  already  entred  into  the  cloud,that  brings  the  bltfllng.However 
pray,till  it  comesjfor  we  ftial  never  milTc  to  receive  cur  defires,if  it  be  holy,, 
cr  innocent,  and  fafe',or  elfe  we  are  fure  of  a  great  reward  of  our  prayers. 
^®  •  And  in  this  fo  determined,  there  is  no  danger  of  blafphemy  or  vainc  re- 

petitions 1 
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petitions :  For  thofe  repctitioiis  are  vaine,which  repeate  the  words,  nor  the      p      ,,  ^^ 

devotion  ,  which  renew  the  exprefTion  and  not  the  delire  j  and  he  that 

may  pray  the  fame  prayer  to  morrow  which  he  faid  to  day,  may  pray  the  '      * 

fame  at  nighr,  which  he  faid  in  the  morning,  and  the  fame  at  noon,  which 

he  faid  at  night,  and  fo  in  all  the  houres  of  prayer,  and  in  all  the  opportuni- 

of  devotion.  Chrift  in  his  agony  went  thrkeand  faid  the  fame  wordf,  but  he  ' 

had  intervalls  for  repetition*,  and   his  need  and  his  devotion  prclfed  him 

forward',  and  when  ever  our  needs  dofo,  iti^  all  one,  if  we  fay  the  fame 

words,  or  others,  fo  we  exprefle  our  defire,  and  tell  our  needs,  and  beg 

the  remedy.  In  the  fame  office  and  the  fame  home  of  prayer  to  repeat  the 

fame  things  often  hath  but  few  excufes  to  m.ake  it  reafonabIe,aud  fewer 

to  make  it  piousiBut  to  thinke,that  the  prayer  is  better  for  fuch  repetition 

is  the  fault  j  which  the  H.  JESUS  condemned  in  the  ^  Gentiles  who  in  *oheian  define  d«». 

their  hymnes  would  fay  a  n^me  over  a  hundred  times,  But  in  this  we  have  ^j^j'S-u'jTobcun. 

no  rule  to  determine  us  in  numbers  and  proportion,but  right  reafon.  GOD  S'aumfniinlior^o* 

loves  not  any  v/ords  the  more  for  being  faid  often*,  and  thofe  repetitions,  vrnTi^rinlni^* 

which  are  unreafonable  in  prudent  eftimation  cannot  in  any  account  be  rtl&nc^!"'"''"'*^ 

efteemed  pious.  Byt  where  a  reafonable  caufe  aliowes  the  repetition, the  A«\«y  cie^roti 

fame  canfe,  that  makes  it  teafonable,  makes  it  alfo  proper  for  devotion .  He  u^t^v/JuUio:  ^s- 

thatfpeakes  his  necds,and  cxprefles  nothing  but  his  fervour  and  greatneflc  y*tf. 

of  defire,cannot  bevaineor  long  in  his  prayersjHe  that  fpeaks  impertinently,  T«/:A»eiO>  ^  ti% 

that  is  unreafonably  and  without  defires,  is  long  though  he  fpeake  but  two  to»  Opie;>  x«/3» 

fyllables-.  He  that  thinkes  for  fpeaking  much  to  be  heard  thefooner,thinkes  "jtlofy?/  ifjUfftv- 

GO  D  is  delighted  in  the  labour  of  the  lips',   but  when  reafon  is  the  et^SaiXmSi  \«- 

gaide,  and  pietyis  the  riile,and  neceffity  is  the  meafure,and  defire  gives  the  ^«  am  i-j  tie 

proportion,let  the  prayer  be  very  lon§,lie  that  fhall  blame  it  for  it  its  length  "o^e;i    eifmctf 

muft  proclaime  his  difrelifh  both  of  reafon  and  religion,  his  defpite  of  nc-  fj(^M.^i.  Phile- 

ceffity,  and  contempt  ofzeale.  ffi^jn^ 

As  a  part  and  irftance  of  oir  importunity  in  prayer  is  itufually  reckoned  ^s^;e  to?  fiVefi 
and  advifed,that  in  cafes  of^reat,fudden  and  violent  need^we  corroborate  ^?^«i,  j^l^n^tptct, 
ourprayers,withavowofdoing  fomething  holy  and  religious  is  an  uncom-  S(rphockOedip, 
manded  inftance,romething  to  which  God  had  not  formerlybound  our  duty,  2. 
though  fairely  invited  our  willjor  elfe  if  we  chufe  a  duty,  i"n  which  we  were  Jr  '^  trepiJiTuUMHo- 
Obliged,  then  to  vow  the  domgofitm  a  more  excellent  manner,witha  ^^i'^;;^';;^^  ^iiior,* 
greater  inclination  cf  the  wil,with  a  more  fervent  repetition  of  the  a^,with  jifj"'^q'iii^  f,ln? 
fome  mere  noble  circumftance,with  a  fuller  alfent  of  the  undcrftanding,  or  ^"Ser'S^^^^^^ 
elfe  adding  a  new  promife  to  our  old  duty,to  make  it  become  more  necelT-  ^^|.^t'^"^'«'=tum  ecv'os. 


t^rarirudinis  indicia. 


Aikoris 


ary  to  us,and  to  fecure  our  duty,  In  this  cafe,  as  it  requires  great  prudence  !;ib;;:n'Lbero'<Sn 
and  caution  in  the  fufce  prion,  leaft  w?hat  we  pioufly  intend,  obtainea  iJjrte'l;'"]:!^' 
prefent  blefling,  and  lay  a   facing  fnare",  fo  if  it  be  prudent  in  the  ^'-'-'^d  "ifc'^V.^ 
manner,  holy  in  the  matter,  ufefuU  in  the  confequence  ,  and  fafein  all  n^cwTtyKS 
the  circumftanccs  cfthe  perfon  it  is  an  endeering  us,  and  our  prayer  to  ASr'favarodiv,t«s 
God  ty  the  encrcafe  cf  duty  and  charity,  and  therefore  a  more  probable  EHa'nquidominpnt-- 
way  or  maki ng  our  prayers  gracious,  and  acceptable.     And  the  religion  of  ;:-:-,^;?;";^Yt^X 
vowes  was  not  onely  hallowed  by  the  example  of  Jacob  at  Bethel ,  oi Han-  rT.ny«am&;'' 
nan  praying  tor  a  cnTld,and  God  hearing  her,  cf  David  vowing  a  temple  to  t"f>  "!"•"-•!•  •••i""- 
God^and  made  regular  and  fafe  by  the  rnlesand  cautions  in  Afofes  law  but  ^^* 

left  by  our  bleiTed  Saviour  in  the  fanic  ccHiftiturion  he  found  it,  he  having 
innovated  nothing  in  the  matter  of  vowes  •,  and  it  was  pra(^ifed  accord- ^"IJ^i^^Sa^p^^n^ 
ingly  in  the  inftance  of  Saint  Pdu/.atCenchrea,  of  Ananus^ndSafhna^'^'■'^^^f''^'l^'^^ 
who  vowed  their  poi:tffions  to  the  ufe  of  the  Church,  and  of  the  *"""'' 

Widowes 
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p^j.   J  J     Widowesln  the  Apoftolicall  age,  who  therefore  vowed  to  remaLi  hi  the 
"             ftate  of  widowhood,  becaufe  concerning  them,  who  married  after  the  en- 
try into  religion  S.  Paul  fayes,  they  have  broken  their  firfi  faith  ',  and  fuch 
were  they  of  whom  oar  blelTed  Saviour  affirmes ,  that  fortu  make  themfelves 
Eunuchs  for  the  kjngdome  of  heaven ,  that  is ,  fuch  who  promife  to  G  O  D  a 
life  of  chaftity.  And  concerning  the  fuccejfe  of  prayer,  fo  feconded  with  a 
Qjiidn.  eji  fi.  prudent  and  religious  vow ,  befides  the  inftances  of  Scripture  we  have  the 
aemprimatn  ir-  perpetuall  experience  and  witnelTe  of  all  Chriftendome,  and  in  particular, 
rnamfecerum^  our  Saxon  Kings  have  been  remarked  for  this  part  of  importunity,in  their 
'^^'^^l^ni&  mn  awn  Chronicles.     ^C/w'igota  great  viftory  with  unlikely  forces  againft 
readiikrmt.  S.  Penda  the  Dane  after  his  earneft  prayer,and  an  appendant  vow  *,  And  Cead^ 
^gufl.  In  vita  walla  obtained  of  GOD  power  to  recover  the  Ifle  of  Wight  from  the  hands 
n.  sterna  eJi      of  Infidels  after  he  had  prayed,  and  promifed  to  return  the  fourth  part  of  it 
qtudam  egre-   to  be  imployed  in  the  proper  fervices  of  G  O  D,  and  of  religion.    This 
liagloria  mn    can  have  no  obie<S:ion,or  fufpicionin  it  among  wife  and  difabufed  perfons  > 
omnibus  in  a-    for  it  can  be  nothing  but  an  encreafing  and  a  renewed  a<ft  of  duty,  or  devo-' 
ternumvi^uris  tion,  or  zeal,  or  charit)%  and  the  importunity  of  prayer  a<fted  in  a  more,  vi- 
fed  quibufdam    tall  and  reall  expreflion. 

ibi  tribuenda,  i .  All  elfe,  that  is  to  be  conftdered  concerning  prayer  is  extrinfecall,  an4 
cuiconfequmdA  accidentall  to  if,  prayer  is  publike  or  private,  in  the  communion  or  fociety 
farwn  eji  libc-  of  Saints,  or  in  our  Clolets  •,  thefe  prayers  have  lefle  temptation  to  vanity,thc 
ratumejfe  a.  other  have  more  advantages  of  charity,  example,  fervour ,  and  energy.  In 
/»ccc4t7/,  W///4I- .publike  offices  we  avoid  fingularity,  in  the  private  we  avoid  hypocrifie*, 
tiqnid  liberm-  Thofe  are  of  more  edification,thefe  of  greater  retiredneffe,and  filcnce  of  fpi- 
ri  voveatur^  .  rits  thofe  fcrve  the  needs  of  aJl  the  world  in  the  firft  intention,  and  our  ow« 
quod  mn  fit  crh-  by  confequence ,  thefe  ferve  our  own  needs  firft ,  and  the  publike  oncly  by 
fttinis  nan  vo-  a  fecondary  intention  •,  thefe  have  more  pleafurc,  they  more  duty ',  thefe  are 
vijfejed  vovif'  the  beft  inftruments  of  repentance,  where  our  confefTious  maybe  more  par- 
fe  ac  reddidife  ticular,and  our  fham^  lefle  fcandalous  j  the  other  are  better  for  Eucharift  and 
fitlaudis.  Idem  inftruftion,  for  edification  of  the  Church,  and  glorification  of  GOD. 
de  S  Virgin,  c,  2.  The  pofture  of  our  bodies  in  prayer  had  as  great  variety,  as  theccre- 
i  4*  monies  and  civilities  of  feverall  nations  came  to.The  ]ewes  moft  common- 

Ecclef.$,v.^,'y  \y  prayed  *  ftanding :  fo  did  the  Pharifees,and  the  Publican  in  the  Temple. 
P/^/.  1 3 2. 1. 2.  So  did  the  Primitive  Chriftians  i nail  their  greater  fefti vails,  and  intervalls 
J)euter.2^.2i.  of  jubilee  ',  in  their  penances  they  kneeled.  The  Monkes  in  Caffian,  fate, 
M.  18.18.  b  when  they  fang  the  Pfalter.  And  in  every  countrey ,  whatfocver  by  the 
fc  Ofwi  vovit  cuftome  of  the  Nation  was  a  fymbol  of  reverence,  and  humility,  of  filence 
filiam  in  fer-  and  attention,  of  gravity  and  modcfty,  that  pofture  they  tranflated  to  their 
vitutem  religi-  prayers.  But  in  all  nations  bowing  the  head,  that  is,  a  laying  down  our  glo- 
ms  ^  vitam  ry  at  the  feet  of  GOD  was  the  manner  of  worfliippers  *,  and  Sih  was  alwaycs 
cdibem^  fimul-  the  more  humble,  and  the  lower,  as  their  devotion  was  higher ',  and  was  vc- 
que  duodecim  ry  often  exprefled  by  proftcation  b  or  lying  flat  upon  the  ground  >  and  this 
pojfejfioHes  ad 

tonflruendas  dides  facras.  Reddere  vi^imas  Mdemquevotivam  memento  Noshumilem 

feriemus agnam.  Hor  /.  2.  a^.  17 .  a  Nehem.  9.  5.  Mark:  11.25.  Luk:  18.  1 1.  b  Adoraturife^ 
deunty  dixit  Numa  Pompilius  apud  Plutarch,  id  efl^fintfedato  aninw.  ^  >t5t'3-^^  <i^^9iUjfun,Ta^ 
dirtum  proverbialiter  ad  eundem  fenfum.  Vide  S.  Aug.  I  ?.  c.  5.  decura  promortuis.  ^  Depofitif- 
que  fuis  ornamentispretiofis  (implicis  ^  tenuis ffuitur  velamine  vefiis  Ihttr  facratos  noHis  venera- 
iilishymneslntransnudatistempli  facru  limina  plantis  fyprono  facram  vultufrojiratus  adaram 
CdrpHsfigorcAfociavitnobih  ttru*  S.Rofmid  de  Henr.lmper*  dc  Otbm.  '«»«v  «^ii(MH  j^  ;7x^»». 
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all  nations  (^ id)  and  all  rclrgions.  Our  deportment  ought  to  be  grave,  de-  ^  J7" 
eciir,  hun.blc,  aptforadon'tion,  apttoedifie,  and  when  weaddrefTcour  ^^  ^** 
felves  to  pi\;yer,nbt  infiantly  leap  into  the  oftice,as  the  Judges  of  theAreo- 
pagc  into  their  fenrtnce»?/r/joKr  Preface^  or  preparatory  afe^jons;  hutcon- 
t.'dering  in  what  prefencewefpeake,  and  to  what  purpofes,  Ictus  hallance 
our  fervour  with  revercntiallfearc  :  and  when  we  havcdone,not  rife  from 
the  ground,as  if  we  vaulted ,  or  were  glad  we  had  done  *,  but  as  we  begin 
with  defires  of  a-fliftance/o  end  with  dell  res  of  pardon  and  acceptance,con- 
eluding  your  longer  oftxes  with  a  fliorter  mentall  prayer  of  more  pr'ivate 
reflexion,  and  reference,  defigning  to  mend  what  we  have  done  amifib, 
or  to  give  thankes  and  proceed  if  we  did  well ,  and  according  to  our 
powers. 

3.  In  private  prayers  it  is  permitted  to  every  man  to  fpeake  his  prayers,  24^ 
or  oncly  to  thinke  them,v/hich  is  a  fpeaking  to  God:vocall  or  nientall  pray- 
er is  ail  one  to  GOD,but  in  order  to  us  they  have  their  feverall  advantage. 
The  facrifice  of  the  heart,and  the  calves  of  the  lips  make  up  a  holocauft  to 
Godj  but  words  are  tlie  arreft  of  the  defires ,  and  keep  the  fpirit  fixt ,  and 
in  lelfepermiffions  to  wander  from  fancy  to  fancy,  and  men  tall  prayeris 
apt  to  make  the  greater  fervour,  if  it  wander  not :  our  ofijce  is  more  dcter^ 


•      .  „       -    .r  1  .    ^       ,  goes  on  regularly, 

but  in  vocall  prayer,if  the  words  run  on,  and  the  fpiritwanders,  the  clocke 
ftrikesfalfe,the  hand  points  not  to  the  right  houre,  becaufe  fomething  is  in 
diforder :  and  the  ftriking  is  nothing  but  noyfc.  In  mentall  prayer  we  con- 
fefle  Gods  omnifcience ',  In  vocall  Prayer  we  call  the  Angels  to  witnelfc.In 
the  ftrft  onr  fpirits  rqoyce  in  God ,  in  the  fecofid  the  Angels  rejoycc  in  bs 
Mentall  prayer  is  the  beft  remedy  againft  lightnelfe,  and  indigency  of 
afteetion£,but  vocall  prayer  is  theapteft  inftrument  of  communion.  That  is 
more  Angelicall,but  yet  fitte(t  for  the  ftate  of  reparation,and  glory,  this  is 
buthuniane,  butitisapter  forour  prefent  conftitution.  They  have  their 
diftinftproprieties,and  many  beufcd  according  to  feverall  accidents  oc- 
c^ons,or  difpofitions.  ' 


THE   PRAYER. 


Offiljf^rrd  ettTnallQOV^fvho  fyaft  cmmandedustopray  unto  thee  in  all  out 
neceffties^and  to  give  thankes  mto  thee  for  allour  injfances  of  py  and  blef 
yng;  and  to  adore  thee  in  all  thy  attnbutes.and  communications^thy  orvnf  lories jxnd 


bngitjjlmi  my  own  aife^nsns,  and  imperfe^  choice.  SanHify  my  h^art  and  fpirit^ 
that  I  may  fanllify  thy  name.ard  that  I  may  begratioHs  and  accepted  in  thine  eyesy 
grueme  the  humility  and  obedience  of  a  [errant,  that  I  may  affo  have  the  hope  and 
eonpdence  of  a  fon,making  humble  and  confident  addrejfes  to  the  rfjrone  ofgrace.that 
w  all  my  necejftties  I  may  come  to  thee  for  aides^nd  may  truft  in  thee  for  a  gracims 
*''J^^r,andmaxrecejX'ffatisfa^icv,andfupply.Givmcafib^diliientandrecolk^ 

iled 
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Dire.  12.  THE    PRAYER. 

■"  Hedfpmt  in  my  prayers^neither  choked  mth  cares^mrfcattered  bykvity^nor  difcom- 
pofed  by  paffion^  nor  eflunged  from  thee  by  inadvertency ,  but  fixe  it  faji  to  thee  by 

"  the  indiffoluble  bands  of  a  great  kve^  and  a  pregnant  devotion :  And  let  the  beams 
of  thy  holy  Spirit  defcending  from  above  enlighten ,  and  enkindle  it  with  great  fer- 
vours and  holy  impertunity^  and  unwearied  induftry^that  Imayferve  thee^and  obtain 
thy  blejftng  by  the  afidutty^  and  z^eal  ofterpetuall  religious  offices.  Let  my  prayers 
come  before  thy  prefence^  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  be  a  daily  facrifice,  and  let 
the  fires  of  real  not  go  out  by  night  or  day  '■,  but  unite  my  prayers  to  the  intercef- 
fion  of  the  holy  J  ESV  S  ^  and  to  a  communion  of  thefe  offices ,  which  Angels 
and  beatified  fouls  do  pay  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  ,  and  at  the  cae  left  i  all  al- 
tar J  that  my  prayers  being  hallowed  by  the  merits  of  C  H  R  I  ST,  and  being  pre- 
fentedinthe  phial  of  the  Saints  may  afcend  thither  ^  where  thy  glory  dwells^  and 
fiom  whence  mercy  ^  and  eternall  benedillion  descends  upon  thy  Church.  LORD 
change  my  finnesimo  pmitentiall  forrow^  my.forrow  to  petition^  my  petition  to 
Eucharift^  that  my  prayers  may  be  confummate  in  the  adorations  of  eternity  ^  and 
the  glorious  participation  of  the  end  of  our  hopes  and  prayers ,  the  fulnejfe  ofno- 
ver  failing  charity^  and  fruition  of  thee  0  holy  and  eternall  0  0  V^  Blejfed  tri- 
mty^  andmyfteriousVnity^  to  whom  all  honour^  and  worflnp  and  th^sks ,  and 
confejjion ,  and  glory  be  afcribed  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


I. 

Per  uaiverfum 
orbem   mns  ifte 
©bfervacur  i.tin 
honor  em  tanti- 
Sacramentiin  oi 
Chriftiani  prius 
Dominicuincoi* 
pus  intraret 
.  quam  cceceri  ci- 
bi.S.Aug.ep.i  8 
Plebs  a.  non  a.'; 
lentiebat.  honim 
er.;nor.ibus,  & 
procul  diibio  ex- 
©rtafuiflec  iedi- 
tionificoncics 
BemfoiiflTcc 
Icxtahora  {upt-r? 
venieni  quae  no- 
ftrisadprandi 
urn  v^Kare  folct 
iabbatis.  j  oleph. 
inyuafua. 


Difcourlc.  XII- 

Of  the  third  additional  I  Vrecept  of XI  h  r  i  s  t. 
O/Fasting. 

He  duty  of  Fafting,  being  enjoy ned  in  order  toother 
ends,  as  for  mortifying  the  body,  taking  away  that  fuell 
which  minifters  to  the  flame  of  bft,  or  elfe  relating  to 
what  is  paft ,  when  it  becomes  an  inftrument  of  repent- 
ance, and  a  part  of  that  revenge,  which S.  Pd«/affirmes 
to  be  the  efte<ft  of  godly  forrow,  is  to  take  its  eftimate  for 
value,  and  its  rules  for  praftife  by  analogy  and  proportion 
to  thofe  ends,to  which  it  does  cooperate.  Fafting  before  the  H-  Sacrament 
is  a  cuftome  of  the  Chriftian  Church,and  deriv'd  to  us  from  great  antiquity, 
and  the  ufe  of  it  is,  that  we  might  exprefle  honour  to  the  myftery  b.y  fuller- 
ing nothing  to  enter  into  our  mouths  before  the  fymbols  j  Fafting  to  this 
purpofeisnot  an  aft  of  mcrtiiication  j  but  of  reverence  and  venerable  e- 
fteeni  of  the  inftruments  of  religion,  and  fo  is  to  be  underftood.  And  thus 
alfo,  not  to  eat  or  drink  before  we  have  faid  our  morning  devotions  isx^ftee- 
med  to  be  a  religious  decency,  and  preference  of  prayer,  and  G  O  D  S  ho- 
nour before  our  temporall  fatisfaftion,  a  fymbolicall  atreftation  that  we  e- 
ft:eeme  the  words  of  Gods  mouth   more  then  our  necelfary   food.     It 
is  like  the  7cal  of  Abrahams  fervant ,  who  would  not  eat ,  nor  drink 
till  he  had  done  his  errand :  and  in  purfuawce  of  this  aft  of  religion, 

^y 
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by  the  tradition  of  their  Fathers  it  grew  to  be  acuftomc  of  the  Jewifh  na-      ^      77~" 
tion  i  tliat  they  fliould  not  eat  bread  upon  their  folenine  fcftivalls  before  '^^ 

the  (]!vt  hour ,  that  they  might  firfi  celebrate  the  rites  of  their  religious  fo- 
lemnities,  Icfore  they  gave  fatisfadion  to  the  Icfier  defires  or  nature. 
And  therefore  it  vvasa  reafonablefatiffaiftion  of  the  obieftion  made* by  the 
iiflembly  againft  the  infpired  Apoftles  in  Pcntecoft  ;  thefe  are  not  drunk,  as 
yefupprfe ,  feeing  it  is  but  the  tfmd  hour  of  the  day :  meaning  that  the  day  be- 
ing feitivaii,  they  knew  it  was  not  lawful!  for  any  of  the  nation  to  break 
their  faft  before  the  fxt  hour*,  for  elfe  tliey  might  eafily  have  been 
drunk  by  the  third  hour  ,  if  they  had  taken  their  mornings  drink  in  a  freer 
proportion.  And  true  it  iy,  that  religion  fnatches  even  at  little  things,  and 
as  it  teaches  us  to  obferve  all  the  great  Commandments ,  and  significations 
cf  duty,  fo  it  is  not  willing  to  pretermitc  any  thing ,  which  although  by 
its  greatnefie  itcannot  of.it  felfe  be  confiderable,  yet  by  itsfmalneUe  it 
niaybeconjeateftimony  of  the  greatneflc  of  the  afic<^ion,  which  would 
Mot  omit  the  leaft  minutes  of  love  and  duty.  And  therefore  when  the  Jewcs 
were  fcandalized  at  theDifciplesof  our  LOR  D  for  rubbing  the  ears  of 
corn  on  the  Sabbath-day,  they  walking  through  the  fields  eajly  in  the  mor- 
ning, they  intended  their  reproof  not  for  breaking  the  reft  of  the  day ,  but 
the  folenmity  i  for  eating  before  the  publike  devotions  were  finiflied, 
CHRIST  excufed  it  by  the  neceffity  and  charity  of  the  ad  ,  they  were  hun-  .  ?* 
gred,  and  therefore  havingfo  great  need,  they  might  lawfully  do  it:  mean-  ^'  T  ''*^'^' 
ing,  that  fuch  particles  and  circumftances  of  religion  are  not  to  be  negled-  ^J^*  "^^  'TT 
ed,  unlelTe  where  greater  caufe  of  charity,  or  neceflity  does  fupervene.        ^'"  •/•<»»  icr. 

But  when  fafting  is  in  order  to  greater,  and  more  concerning  purpofes,it  *"'*'"  "  *^' 
puts  on  more  religion,  and  becomes  a  duty,  according  as  it  is  necelSry ,  or  ^'^'i  '"*^^\ 
highly  conducing  to  fuch  ends,  to  the  promoting  of  which  we  are  bound  to  -^^^^^^P^ 
conoibute  all  our  fkilland  faculties.    Fafting  rs  principally  operative  to  ^^^•'^"'^«'»* 
niortification  of  carnall  appetites,  to  which  feafting  and  full  tables  do  mini-  ^^^'  ^'  '• 
fteraptneife,  and  power,  and  inclinations.  When  I  fed  them  to  the  full,  then  os'n'omllnH'**' 
they  comnmed adultery,  and  ajfembled  by  troops  in  the  Harlots  hmfes.  And  if  we  po  clandit  uZ 
©bferve  all  our  own  vanities,  we  fhall  finde  upon  every  fudden  joy,or  a  prof-  'i"'^-  *•  Cy^. 
perous  accident,  or  an  opulent  fortune,  or  a  pampered  body,and  highly  fpi-  J' j"'«i'»  »• »«» 
i-ired  and  inflamed, we  are  apt  to  raOineire,  levities ,  inconfiderateeyprefli-  ^^ZZ^c'^rZ^c 
ons,fcorne,  and  pride,  idIeneire,wantonnefle,curiofity,  nicenelTe,  andim- coTcS^ifcmdaV 
patjence.  But  "^  faftmg  is  one  ol  thofe  afiiiaions,which  reduces  our  body  to  vimom,  unmk 
want,  ourfpirits  to  fobernelTe,  our  condition  to  fufierance,  cur  defires  to  ab-^"^'  rep«Hunt, 
fiinence  and  cuftomes  of  denyall ,  and  fo  by  taking  off  the  inundations  of  ''"^^'^'^'*"'  '^5^*- 
^nfuahty  leaves  the  enemies  within,  in  a  condition  of  being  eafier  fubdued.  "il^r*  %rTi'nes' 
Fafting  direerly  advances  towards  chaftity,and  bj  confequence  and  indired  honx  volunwd* 
powers  to  patience,andhumility,andindilterency.  But  then  itrs  not  the  faft  •^i^^'-'fusadrracu* 
cf  a  day,  that  can  do  this,  it  is  not  an  ^d.  hmaftate  offafiing,  that  operates  to  '  '-^ "'"'  ^^'^'^ 
mortification.  A  peroetuall  temperance,  and  frequent  abftinence  may  abate  lTluTfc!k 
fiich  proportions  of  ftrength  and  nutriment,  as  to  procure  a  body  mortified  i  -dt  j  jun  xv. 
andlenened  in  defires.And  thus  S.  Paul  kept  his  body  Hr.der,ufing  feverities  nit nci5..s aginary 
TO  itfor  the  taming  its  rebellions  &:  diftemperatures.And  S.  Hjer.  reports  of  ^"''  P"^*'^^^'^^ 
S.  H^rion.th^t  when  he  had  faf  ed  much  &  ufed  conrfe  diet,&  found  his  luft  v^J^'^cilnfVe'?-'" 
too  ftrong  for  fuch  aufterities,  he  refolv  V.  to  encreafe  it  to  the  degree  of  Ma-  ruilV  dc  j^y^t^. ' 
trery,IcireBing  hrs  diet,& enaeafing  his  hardftiip^till  he  ftiould  rather  thinke  '^-  Hi«^''«"-  Jn  ^ 
of  food  then  wantonnclTt.Ami^many  times  the  faftjngs  of  feme  men  are  in-  ^'  ^-  ^JUwcn. 

e.fl'e<fvuall,   . 
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p^j^  jj^     efteAualI,becaufe  theypromife  themfelves  cure  too  f0on,or  make  too  gentle 

... 1_  applications,  or  put  lefle  proportions  into  their  antidote.  I  have  read  of  a 

maiden  ,  that  feeing  a  young  man  much  tranfported  with  her  love  and  that 

heceafednottoimporrune  her  with  all  the  violent  purfuits  that  paffion 

could  fuggefl:,  told  him  flie  had  made  a  vow  to  faft  fourty  dayes  with  bread 

and  water,of  which  fhe  niuft  difcharge  l.er  felfe  before  fhe  could  thinke  of 

correfponding  to  any  other  defirc*,  and  defired  of  him  as  a  teftimony  of  his 

love,that  he  alfo  would  be  a  party  in  the  fame  vow.  The  young  man  under- 

t  ooke  it,that  he  might  give  probation  of  his  love,  but  bccaufe  he  had  been 

ufed  to  a  delicate  and  nice  kind  of  life,in  twenty  dayes  he  was  fo  weakened, 

that  he  thought  more  of  death  then  love,  and  fo  got  a  cure  for  his  intempe- 

Pircas  cibus  et  ance,and  was  wittily  cofened  into  remedy.  But  S.  Hieromes  counfell  in  this 

veneer  ftrnper      Queftion  is  moft  reafonable,not  allowing  violcnt,and  long  fafts,and  then  re- 

d'iiriens  triduan.1  turnes  to.an  ordinary  courfe^for  thefe  are  toogreat  changes  of  die-tt  toconfift 

s  HiVron  ep*^  g!'  ^'^^  healrii,and  too  fudden  and  tranfient  to  obtaine  a  permanent  &  naturall 

ad  Demetriai:    efteft,ft«f  A  belly  alwayes  hungry ^tl  table  never  full,a  meale  little  and  neceflary, 

C9loff.2.2$,  '    "o  extravagances,no freer  repaft,  this  is  aftate  offafting  which  wilbe  found 

Aiy>,  n^iae,       ^o  be  of  bcftavaile  to  fuppreffe  pungent  lufts,and  rebellious  dcfires.  And  it 

*Ei77c  iTn'oK^'  "^^re  well  tohelpe  this  exercife  with  the  afTiftancesof  fuch  aufterities, 

wc  i^c,  yifx*  ^  which  teach  patience,and  ingenerate  a  pafTive  fortitude ,  and  accuftome  us 

a^i»»,  J9  o/FK  »  a  fo  ^  defpite  of  pleafures,&  which  are  confiftent  with  our  health.For  if  fafting 

dviom^  dyU      ^^  ^^^^  ^  <^o  ^^^  ^0'*^  ak)ne,it  ma^  chance  cither  to  fpoil  the  body,or  not  to 

/<*  ^iKvfita     ^PO'Ie  the  luft.Hard  lodging,uneatie  garments,  laborious  pofturcs  of  prayer, 

«t57ivi')    a  Jiit-  journeys  on  foot,fufterance  of  cold,paring  away  the  ufe  of  ordinary  lolaces, 

.&ic£  \  xa^tfi- <^^"yi"gcv^ry  pleafantappetite,re)e<S!ng  the  moft  pleafantmorfells-,  thefe 

fH'Sw  ^Can.  A-  ^^^ *"  ^ i^vkoi bodily  fxerc7/e/,which  though(as S.F4«/fayes)of thenvfelvcs 

toR  io     '    '  ^^^^  ^^^^^  little^yet  they  accuftome  us  to  afts  of  felfe  denyall  in  exteriour  in"* 

a  Serm  5  de      ^^"^^^  *"^  ^^^  ^^^  ufelefle  to  the  defignes  of  mortifying  carnall  and  fenfiiall 

te'iun  lufts.They  have  a  proportion  of  wifdom  wifh  thefe  cautions,viz  t.jn  tfil-worjhip^ 

y-jj^  -j^  ^^f,  that  is,in  voluntary  fufception  ,  when  they  arenotimpofedas ''^necdfary 

m£M(lrA  alt-  r^e^^f*^^- '"  hHtnilityjthzt  is,without  contempt  of  others,  that  ufc  them  nor,/» 

mentum    leves  ^^&^^^^"i  o/t^e  body^thzt  is,when  they  are  done  for  difcipline  and  mortifica- 

ei tamos  mdu' ^^^^"^  that  the  flefh  by  fuch  handlings  and  rough  uftges  become  lefTefatis- 

tens  S    Bern  fi^d  and  more  defpifed. 

drm  in  \)kil  S  ?*  ^^  fafting  hath  refycS:  to  the  future,fo  alfo  to  the  prefent.  And  fo  it  ©- 
Andrew.  '  '  P^'"^tes  in  giving  afftftancc  to  prayer.  There  is  a  kinde  of  Divell,  that  is  not 
'ak  'Ju  \  I'ovlu^*  be  eje^ed  but  byprayer  and  fafting^  that  is, prayer  elevated  and  made  in- 
T*luf  ^*v%t  ^^"^^  ^y  ^  defecate,and  pure  fpirit,not  loaden  with  the  burden  of  meat  and 
"*  *"  n  ?W  ^^'  vapoars.S.^  B<iy//affirmes,that  there  are  ccrtaine  Angels  deputed  by  God  to 
^iTd'^'t  S  '  niinifte'^^and  to  defcribe  all  fuch  in  every  church,who  mortify  themfelves  by 
rA   Ca  fafting-,  as  if  palenes,  and  a  meagre  vifage  were  that  marke  in  tlie  forehead, 

orj'jo/f.  yf\nch  the  Angel  obferved,when  he  figned  the  Saints  in  jerulalem  to  efcape 

yems  pre  ^j^^  Judgement  >  prayer  is  the  wings  of  the  foiile,and  fafting  is  the  wings  of 
alere,iacnrym  "  p^^y^^^  h  Tertulliancalhk  the  nourijhment  of  prayer.  But  this  is  a  Difcourfc 
^^^n^^F^r-  ad  of  Chriftian  philofophy,and  he  that  choofes  to  do  any  ad  of  fpirit  or  under- 
mites  aiejq,  aa  ^^^^j^^g  ^  ^^  attention  after  a  full  meale,  will  then  perceive  that  abstinence 
Domnum^ler-  j^^^^^^^^  ^j^^  better  difpofition  to  any  inteiIe<JtuaIl,and  fpirituall  aftion.And 
"'JJ*  therefore  the  Church  of  GOD  ever  joyned  fafting  to  their  more  folemne  of- 

Act.  1 3 . 1 . 2.      ^^^^  ^f  prayer.  The  Apoft  les  fafied  and  prayed^  when  they  layd  hands,  and 
^'  invocatcd  the  holy  Ghoft  upon  S4mI  asd  Barnayaf. And  thefe  alfo,when  they 

had 
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bid  fraytd  with  fafling  ordained  elders  in  the  Churches  of  Ly  ftra,  and  Iconium'      part  II. 

And  the  Vigils  ofcvtryHolyday  tell  us,  thacthedcYOtion  ofthcFcftivall *_ 

is  promoted  by  thefaftof  the  Vigils.  ^4^.14.25. 

But  when  fafting  relates  to  what  ispafl^  it  becomes  an  inftrumcnt  of  a  re-  *  Mi7«„«a  yt^^ 
|>ei>fancc,it  is  a  y»unirive,and  an  afflidive  ad^ion,an  cffeft  of  godly  forrow,  a  »>is-««f  i^i  S, 
tefliniony  of  contrition,<i;KtV^7/i^o/oMr/'?/i/e/,and  chafiening  our  bodies,  that  BafiU 
rvebenotjudgedofthe  LORD,  The  Faftofthe  Ninevites,andthe  faftof  the  *  *<nltory*  iriltr 
Prophet  yo^/,calls  for,and  the  Difcipline  of  the  '*'  Jewcs  in  therites  of  expi-  f|8ri  »r^»  nyiyxt' 
ation  prockime  this  ufefullnes  of  fafting  in  order  to  b  repentance.  And  in-  ^uFhiU. 
deed  it  were  a  firangc  repentance,  that  had  no  forrow  in  it,  and  a  Granger  b  Joel.2AS. 
forrow,that  had  no  afflidion  *,  but  it  were  the  ftrangeft  fcene  of  afflidion  in  Levit.2^.2<^, 
the  world,when  the  fad  and  afflifted  pcrfon  fhall  cate  freely ,  and  delight  Jfay.22.it, 
himrelfc,and  to  the  baiqucts  of  a  full  table  ferve  up  the  chalice  of  teares  and  4. 

forrow,&  no  bread  of  affiidion.Certainly  he  that  makes  much  of  hinifelfhath  P^nitentJa  de 
no  great  indignation   againft  the  iinner,when  himfelfe  is  the  man.  And  it  is  ipfi  quoq-,  haby 
but  a  gentle  revengCyind  an  cafy  judgemcnt,when  the  fad  fmner  Ihall  do  pe-  tu  ac  vidu 
nance  in  good  meales  and  expiate  his  fm  with  fenfuallfatisfa^ion.  So  that  rmndat,facc9  et 
fafting  relates  to  religion  in  all  variety  and  difterencc  of  time,  it  is  an  anti-  cjnerj  incubare^ 
dote  againft  the  poyfon  of  fenfuall  temptations,  an  advantage  to  prayer,  &  corpus  for dibut 
an  inftrumcntof  extinguifhing  the  guilt  and  the  aft'eftions  of  fin  by  judging  obfcurare,  anu 
©ur  fclves,  and  reprefenting  in  a  judicatory  of  our  own,  even  our  felves  mummarmbus 
being  Judges,  that  finne  deferves  condemnation,  and  the  finner  merits  deijcgrcy  atque 
a  high  calamity.  Which  excellencies  I  repeat  in  the  words  ofBaruchthc  ilia  qutUccA- 
fcribe,hethatwas  Anfianuenfistothe  Prophet  ]feremy,The  foul  thM  is  greatly  vit  trijfi  trai^A- 
vexed,  which  goethft^oping  and  feeble,  and  the  eyes  that  faik^and  the  hungry  fouh  t'me  mutare, 
will  give  thee  praife  and  righteoufneffe  0  Lord.  Jertull.de 

But  now  as  Fafting  hath  divers  ends,  fo  alfo  it  hath  divers  lawes.  If  fafting  pmt.c',9, 
fee  intended  as  an  inftrumcnt  of  Prayer,  it  is  fufficienr,  that  irbe  of  that  qua-  »-«v««  v.c^# 
lity  and  degree,  that  the  fpirit  be  cleere,and  the  head  endifturbed:  an  ordi-  x^^r,, «  tuWoi 
nary  aft  of  faft,  an  abftinence  froma  meaIe,ora  deferring it,or  a  lefienittg  ic  Baxuch.2.\i, 
when  it  comes,  &  tfcc  fame  abftinencc  repeated  according  to  the  folemniry,  5       ' 

and  intendnient  of  die  offices.  And  this  is  evident  in  rcafon,and  the  former 
inftancesand  the  pradifeofthe  Church  difiblvingfbme  of  her  fafts,  which 
were  in  order  onely  to  prayer,by  noone,  and  as  focne  as  the  great  and  firftr 
folcmnity  of  the  day  is  over.  But  if  fafting  be  intended  as  a  punitive  a<ft,&an 
inftrument  of  repentance  it  muft  be  greater.S.Paul  at  his  converfion  conti- 
nued three  dayes  without  eating  or  drinking-,  It  muft  have  in  it  fo  much  af- 
fMion  as  to  expreflc  the  indignation,and  ro  condcmne  the  fin,and  to  judge 
the  perfon.  And  although  the  meafureof  this  cannot  be  exa<ftly  determined, 
yet  the  gcnerall  proportiori  is  certain-,for  a  greater  fin  there  muft  be  a  great- 
ter  forrow,  and  a  greater  fcrrow  muft  be  atrefted  with  a  greater  penalty. 
And  Ezra  declares  his  purpofe  thxi%:  I  proclaimed  a  fafl,  thatwemightaffliSf  r       9 
mfelvef  before  GOD.  Noyv  thhh  nofurther  required,  nor  is  it  in  this ienfe^y";?'^^* 
f*irtherufefull,butthatit  bea  trouble  to  thebody,an  aft  of  judging  and        r,      '°' 
feverity,and  diis  is  to  be  judged  by  proportion  to  the  forrow  &  indignation,'  ^^'P^'^^'^  5. 
as  the  forrow  is  to  thecrime.But  this  affliaion  needs  not  to  leave  any  rema-    ^^'^*'5'^^*{, 
nent  efteft  upon  the  bodyjbut  fuch  rranfient  forrow  which  is  confequent  to  ^^'^ ' -'^^'So. 
the  abftinence  of  certain  times  defign'd  for  the  folennity,  is  fudicient  as  to^* 
this  purpofe.Only  it  is  to  be  renewed  often,as  oiw  repentance  muft  be  habi- 
tual), andlaftmg',  but  icw^ybe  commuted  witkother.a^^ong  of  feverit)r 

and 
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PJJJ.J.   J  J     and  difcipllne  according  to  the  Cuftomes  of  a  Churchjor  thecapacityof  the 

L  pcrfons^r  the  opportunity  of  circumftances.  Bat  if  the  fafting  be  intended 

formortification,then  it  is  fit  to  be  more  fever e,  and  medicinali  by  continu- 
ance^ quantity,&:  quality.To  repentaRce,t-oM'/  abfimnces  withoat  interrup- 
tion,that  is,diiring  the  folemnity,fhort  and  fharpe  are  moft  aptj  bat  towards 
the  mortifying  a  luft:  thofe  fharp  and  fliort  fafts  are  not  reafonable^but  a  diett 
effafling^ind  habituall  fubtraftion'  of  nutriment  from  the  body,a  long  and 
Ming  auftcrity,encreafing  in  degrees,  buc  not  violent  in  any.  And  in  this 
fort  of  fafting  we  muft  be  highly  carefull,  we  do  noc  violate  a  duty,by  fond- 
lies  of  an  inftrument,  and  becaufe  we  intend  fafting ,  as  a  help  to  mortific 
the  Iuft,Iet  it  noc  deftroy  the  body,or  retard  the  fpirit,or  violate  our  health, 
or  impede  us  in  any  part  of  our  neccflary  duty.  As  we  muft  be  carefull,that 
our  faft  be  rcafonable,  ferious  and  apt  to  the  end  of  our  defignes,fo  we  muft 
be  curious  that  by  helping  one  duty  uncertainly,  it  doe  not  certainly  de- 
ftroy another.  Let  us  doe  it  like  honeft  perfons  and  juft ,  without  artifices 
and  hypocrify ',  but  let  us  alfo  doc  it  like  wife  perfons,  that  it  be  neither  in 
it  felfe  unreafonable,nor  by  accident  become  criminall. 
6»  In  the  purfuance  of  this  Di fcipline  of  Faft ing,the  Doftors  of  the  Chuich, 

and  guides  of  foules,have  not  unufefully  prefcri bed  other  annexes  and  cir- 
cumftances ',  as  that  all  the  other  ads  of  deportment  be  fymbolicall  to  our 
fafting.  If  we  faft/or  mort/^c<irion,  let  us  encertaine  nothing  of  temptation 
or  femblance  to  invite  a  luftj  no  fenfuall  delight,no  freer  entertainments  of 
GUI'  body  to  countenance  or  corroborate  a  paflion.If  we  hftytbatwe  may  pray 
the  better  J  let  us  remove  all  fecular  thoughts  for  that  time",  for  it  is  vaine  to 
alleviate  our  fpirirs  of  the  burden  of  meat  and  drink,  and  to  deprefle  them 
with  the  loads  of  care.  Kfor  repentance  we  faft,  let  us  be  moft  curious,that 
we  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  defigne  of  repentance,knowing  that  a  finne  is 
,   more  contrary  to  repentance,then  fafting  is  to  finne*,  and  itisthegreateft 
ftupidity  in  the  world  to  doc  that  thing,which  I  am  now  mourning  for,  and 
for  which  I  doe  judgement  upon  my  felfe.  And  let  all  our  actions  alfo  pur- 
fue  the  fame  defignc,helping  one  inftrument  with  another,and  being  fo  zea- 
lous for  the  grace,that  we  take  in  all  the  aides  we  can  to  fecure  the  duty. For 
to  faft  from  flefh,and  to  eate  delicate  fifli  v  not  to  eate  meate,  but  to  drinke 
rich  wines  freely,  to  be  fenfuall  in  the  objeds  of  our  other  appetitcs,and  rc- 
fbrained  onely  in  oneito  have  no  dinner,and  that  dayto  run  on  huntin^or  to 
play  atcards,are  not  handfome  inftances  of  forrow,or  devotion,  or  (ejfe  dc- 
nyall.  It  is  beft  to  accompany  our  fafting  with  the  retirements  of  religion, 
and  the  enlargements  of  charity,  giving  toothers,  what  we  deny  to  our 
felves.  Thefe  are  proper  ad:ions ,  and  although  not  in  every  inftance  nc- 
cefiary  to  be  done  at  the  fame  time  (for  a  man  may  give  his  almes  in  other 
circumftances ,  and  not  amilfe)  yet  as  they  are  very  convenient,and  proper 
to  be  joyned  in  that  fociety  :  fo  to  doc  any  thing  contrary  to  religion  or  to 
charity,to  juft  ice  or  to  piety,to  the  defign  of  the  perfon  or  the  de'ign  of  the 
folennicy  is  to  make  that  become  a  fin,which  of  it  felfe  was  no  vertue  7  bat 
was  capable  of  being  hallowed,by  the  end  and  the  manner  of  its  execution. 
y.  This  Difcourfe  hath  hitherto  related  to  private  fafts ,  or  elfe  tofafts  in- 

definitely. For  what  rules  foever  every  man  is  bound  to  obferve  in  private 
for  fafting pioufly «,  the  famesrules  the  Governours  of  a  Church  are  to  in- 
tend in  their  puhlike  prefcriptions.  And  when  once  authority  hath  interve- 
ned, andproclaimedafaft,  there  is  no  new  duty  incumbent  upon  the  pri- 
vate, 
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vate  ,  but  that  we  obey  the  circumftances,  letting  them  to  choofe  the  tinje,      p^^Tl 

and  the  end  ibr  US  j  and  though  we  n.ult  prevaricate  neither,  yet  we  may [ 

imprcve  bcth,we  nmft  not  gee  lef:e,but  we  may  eni2rge,and  when  bafting 
is  coR:n  aFiCcd  orely  (or  repentance,  we  may  alfo  ufc  it  to  prayers,  and  to 
incrtitication.  And  we  nuift  be  curious,  that  we  doe  not  obey  the  letter  of 
theprercription,and  violate  the  intention,  but  obferveall  that  care  in  pub- 
like faAs,  which  we  doe  in  private  :  knowing  that  out  private  ends  are  in- 
cluded in  the  publike,as  our  per!bns  are  in  the  communion  of  Saints ,  and 
our  hopes  in  the  common  inheritance  cffons  :  and  fee  that  we  doe  not 
faft  in  order  to  a  purpofc  and  yet  ufe  it  fo,  as  that  it  fliall  be  to  no  purpofe. 
Whofoever  fo  fafisas  that  it  be  not  effeciuall  in  fome  degree  towards  the 
end,or  fofafts  that  it  be  accounted  of  it  felfea  duty,  and  an  aft  of  religion 
without  order  to  its  proper  end,makes  his  zd  vaine,becaufc  it  is  reafonable, 
or  vaine,  bccaufe  it  is  fupeiftitious. 

THE  PRAYER. 

ONoIy  and Eterndl  JESV  ,  who  didfl  for  our  fnke  fafl  fourty  dayes^  ind 
fourty  nights^and  hnji  left  to  us  thy  exa?nple^and  thy  prediffion^  that  in  the 
dayes  of  thy  ah  fence  from  us ,  we  thy  fervants  and  children  of  thy  Bridechamher 
fijQttldfafi :  teach  us  to  doe  this  aB  of  difcifljne  fo ,  that  it  may  become  an  aB  of 
religion.  Let  us  never  be  lik?  E(^u^valuwg  a  dijh  of  meat  above  a  blejjjng^  but  lei 
us  deny  our  appetites  of  meat  and  drinke^and  accujfome  our  felves  to  the  yeake^  and 
fnbtraH  tbe  fuell  efour  lufts^and  the  incentives  of  all  cur  unworthy  defires^that  out 
bodies  being  free  from  tbe  intempennces  ofnutriment^  and  our  fphits  from  the  load. 
4nd  prejfure  of  appetite  jWe  may  have  no  de fires  hut  of  thee ,  that  our  outward  man, 
daily  decaying  by  the  violence  ofthne^d  mortifed  by  the  abatements  cfits  too  free- 
and  unnecejfary  fupport  ^  it  may  by  degrees  refigne  to  the  intire  dominion  of  the  foul^ 
and  may  paffe  from  vanity  to  piety  j  from  weaf^neffe  toghoftly  ffrength  :  from  ' 
darkenejfe  and  mixtures  tf  impurity  to  great  tranfparences  and  clarity  in  thefocie- 
ty  of  a  beatifyedfoule^reigningwith  thee  in  the  glories  ef  eternity,  0  Holy  ande- 
ternalljESV,  Amen. 


DifcouHe.  XIII. 

Of  the  Miracles  which  JESUS  rprought  for 

confirmation  of  his  DoBrine  ^during  the 

TPhole  time  of  his  preaching. 

^^^Ucn  JESU  S  had  ended  his  Sermon  cntht  Mount,  hedefcen- 
iw4»  cd  into  the  valleys  toconfgre  his  doftrineby  the  excellency  of 
i^i|>(^  a  rare  example ',  that  he  might  not  lay  a  yoke  upon  us,  which 
himfelfc  alfo  would  not  beare.  But  as  he  hcczmc  the  author,  (ozKothe 
fnJjherofmfaithj  what  hedefigncd  inpropofirion,  he  rcprefcntcd  in  his 

LI  €>wn 
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P      ^  ^       own  pradirc,anc[  by  thefe  ads  made  a  new  Sermon ,  teaching  all  Prelates, 
*      and  fpirituall  perfons  to  defcend  from  their  eminencyof  contemplation,and 


»  Nee  monltra-  the  authority  and  bufinelfe  of  their  difcourfcs  to  apply  themfelves  to  do 
vit  tancuai,  fed  more  materiall,and  corporall  mercies  to  afflifted  perfons,  and  to  preach  by 
«tiam  P';*"[*'5»  eyample,as  well  as  by  their  homilies.  For  he  that  teaches  others  well,  and 
'^atisTratulcer  praftifes  concrary,islikea  faire  candlefticke  bearing  a  goodly,  and  bright 
v?rtutis  korreret.  taper.which  fends  forth  light  to  all  the  houfe,  but  round  about  it  felfe  there 
laftant.  is  a  fhadow,and  circumftant  darknefle.  The  Prelate  fhould  be  the  light  con- 

"A^zaww  UfAti  fuming  and  fpending  it  felfe  to  enlighten  others,  fcattering  his  rayes  round 
ti  1  s3-»lii»  (TB^el  about  from  the  angles  of  contemplation ,  and  from  the  corners  of  pra<^ife, 
ttt/^w/'afw^afJrti- but  himfelfealwayes  tending  upwards,  tillatlaft  he  expires  into  the  cle- 
c>7«c  S  ><»«ox6fMK  mentof  Love,and  coeleftiall  fruition. 

AfeMttd.  Bur  the  miracles,which  Jesus  did,  were  next  to  infinite  j  and  every 

Ennodias  in  vita  circumftance  of  aftion ,  that  palTed  from  him  as  it  was  intended  for  mercy, 

Epiphanij  Pinge-  f^  ^j^-q  f^j.  Do^rine,  and  the  impotent  or  difeafed  perfons  were  not  more 

pf  in?m    quam  ^UTcd  then  we  inftrufted.  But  becaufe  there  was  nothing  in  the  anions,  but 

lcg!flet,et"  quod  what  was  apurfuanceof  the  dodrines  delivered  in  his  Sermons,  in  the  Ser- 

liber  docuerac    mon  we  muft  looke  after  our  duty,and  looke  upon  his  pradife  as  a  verifica- 

vica  fignabat.     tion  of  his  dodrine,and  inftrumentall  alfo  to  other  purpofes.  Therefore  in 

2*  generall  if  we  confider  his  miracles,we  fhall  fee  that  he  did  defigne  them  to 

^A^s»lo,z2  ^^  ^  compendium  of  faith  and  charity.  For  he  chofc  to  inftance  his  miracles 

*  in  aftions  of  mercy,''"that  all  his  powers  might  determine  upon  bounty  and 

charity,and  yet  his  afts  of  charity  were  fo  miraculous,  that  they  became  an 

argument  of  the  Divinity  of  his  perfon,and  dodrine.Once  he  turned  water 

into  wine,which  was  a  mutation  by  a  fupernaturall  power  in  a  naturall  fufci- 

pientjwhere  a  perfon  was  not  the  fub)ed,but  an  Element ,  and  yet  this  was 

done  to  refcne  the  poore  bridegroome  from  affront  and  trouble,and  to  doe 

honour  to  the  holy  rite  of  marriage ',  All  the  reft ,  during  his  naturall  life, 

were  anions  of  reiiefe,and  mercy  according  to  the  defigiie  of  GOD,  mani- 

fefting  his  power  moft  cheifely  in  fhewing  mercy. 

3.  The  great  defign  of  miracles  was  to  prove  his  miflion  from  GOD,  to  con- 
vince the  world  of  {'n,to  demonftrate  his  power  of  forgiving  fins,  to  indearc 

.  ^  .  his  precepts,and  that  his  Difciples  might  believe  in  him^  and  that  believing  they 

IB       x*^*^*^  might  have  life  through  his  name.  Forhe,  to  whom  GOD  by  doing  miracles 

3»'5'3^'  g;jve  teftimony  from  heaven,  muft  needs,  be  fent  from  GOD  ,  and  he  who 

had  received  power  to  reft  ore  natare  and  to£reatenewOrgans,and  tocx- 
traft  from  i ncapaci ties,  and  from  privations  to  reduce  habi res,  was  Lord  Of 
nature,and  therefore  of  all  the  world.  And  this  could  not  but  aeate  great 
conftd^ences  in  his  Difciples,that  hi  mfelf  would  verify  thofe  great  prom ifes, 
upon  which  he  eftablifhed  his  Law.  But  that  the  argument  of  miracles 
might  be  infallible,and  not  apt  to  be  reproved,we  may  obferve  its  eminen- 
cy  by  divers  circumftances  of  probability  heightnedup  to  the  degree  of  mo- 
rail  demonftration. 

4.  I. The  holy  JESUS  did  miracles, which  m  man  (before  him  or  at  that  time) 
John.1 5.  24-    ^f  ^  did;Mofes  fmote  the  rocke,and  water  gufhed  out,but  he  could  not  turne 

ihat  water  into  wine*,  iWo/ei  cured  no  difcafes  by  the  Empire  of  his  will ,  or 
the  word  of  his  mouth,  butjESUS  healed  all  infirmities.  ElijhaTzKcda, 
dead  child  to  life ,  but  J  E  S  US  raifed one  ,  who  had  been  dead  foure 
dayes,  and  buried  and  corrupted.  Elias,  And  Samuel,  and  all  the  Pro- 
..phets,  and  thefucccnion  of  the  High  Fricfts  in  both  the  temples,  put 

all 
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all  together  never  did  fo  many  or  (o  great  miracles,as  JESUS  did.  He  cured      p^^  jj^ 

leprous  perfons  by  his  touch,he  refiored  fight  to  the  blind ,  who  were  fuch ^ 

not  by  any  intervening  accident  hindring  the  aft  of  theOr£an,but  by  nature, 
vcho  were  borne  blind^Sc  whofe  eyes  had  not  any  naturall  pombility  to  receive 
fight,  who  could  never  fee  without  creating  of  new  eyes  for  them ,  or  fome 
integrall  part  cooperating  to  vifion*,  he  made  crooked  limmcs  become 
firaight,and  the  lame  to  walke*,  and  habituall  difeafes  and  inveterate,Df  1 9, 
yeares  continuance  (and  once  of  58)  did  difappeare  at  his  fpeaking.^  like 
darknelTe  at  the  pretence  of  the  Sun  •,  he  caft  out  Devil!s,who  by  the  Maje- 
fty  of  his  perfon  were  forced  to  confefle  and  worfliip  him,and  yet  by  his  hu- 
mility andreOraints  were  commanded  filencc,  or  to  go  whither  he  pleafed, 
and  without  his  leave  all  the  powers  of  hell  were  as  infirme  and  impotent,  as 
a  withered  member,andwcre  notable  to  ftirre.He  raifed  three  dead  perfons 
to  life,he  fed  thoufands  of  people  with  two  fmall  finies,and  five  little  barley 
cakes',  and  as  a  confummation  of  all  power,  and  all  miracles,he  foretold  and 
verified  it  that  hi mfelfe  would  rife  from  the  dead  after  three  dayes  fepul- 
ture.  But  when  hi  mfelfe  had  told  them ,  [he  did  miracles ,  which  no  man 
elfe  ever  did,]they  were  not  able  to  reprove  his  faying  with  one  finglc  in- 
ftance  j  but  the  poore  blind  man  found  him  out  one  inftancc  to  verifie  his 
aflcrtion.  It  was  yet  never  heard^  that  any  man  opened  the  eyes  of  one^  that  was 
borne  blind. 

2.  The  fcene  of  his  preaching  and  miracles  was  7«^<£^,which  was  the  pale  t 

of  the  Church,and  Gods  inclofed  portion  ,  of  whom  were  the  Oracles  and  xhe 
Father  s^znd  of  whom  as  concerning  the  fleJb^Chriji  was  to  come^  and  to  whom  he 
was  promifed.Now  fince  thefe  miracles  were  for  verification  of  his  being  the 
Chrift,thepromifed  Me(fias,they  were  then  to  be  efteemed  a  convincing  ar- 
gument,when  all  things  elfe  concurring,  as  the  predidion  of  the  Prophets, 
the  fynchronifmesand  the  capacity  of  his  perfon,  he  brought  miracles  toat- 
tcft  himfelfc  to  be  the  perfon  fo  declared  and  fignifiedvGod  would  ix)t  fufter 
his  people  to  beabufed  by  miracles,  nor  from  heaven  would  fpeake  fo  loud 
in  teftimony  of  any  thing  contrary  to  his  own  will  and  purpofcs.  They  to 
whom  he  gave  the  oracIes,and  the  law,and  the  predidions  of  thcMefrias,and 
declared  before  hand,that  at  the  conmiing  of  the  Meflias,  the  blind  fheuld  fee,.  .  . 
the  lamejhouldwalke,  the  deafe  fljould  hearc^he  lepers jhould be  cleanfed,  and  to  ^J^^''^^'^'^' 
the  poore  the  Gofpelljhould  bepreached^could  not  expeft  a  greater  conviftion 
for  acceptation  of  a  perfon,then  when  that  happened,  which  God  himfelfe 
by  his  Prophets  had  configned  as  his  future  teftimony  *,  and  if  there  could 
have  been  deception  in  this,  it  muft  needs  have  been  inculpable  in  the  de- 
ceived perfon,  to  whofe  error  a  Divine  prophecy  had  been  both  nurfeand 
parcnt.So  that  taking  the  miracles Jcfus  did  in  thatconjunllionofcircumftances,. 
done  to  that  people,  to  whom  al  their  oracles  were  tranfmittcd  by  miracu- 
lous vcrifications,miraclesfo  many,fo  grear,fo  accidentally  &  yet  fo  regular- 
ly to  allcomers  and  neceffitous  perfons  that  prayed  it,after  fuch  prediftions 
audcleareft  prophecycs,and  thefe  prophefyes  own'd  by  himfelf,and  fentby 
way  of  fymbol,and  myfteriousanfAer  t0;7^/jn  the  Baptift,tQ  whom  he  defcri- 
bed  his  office  by  recounting  his  miracles  in  the  words  of  the  prediftion,. 
thej-e  cannot  be  any  fallibility,or  weakenes  pretended  to  this  inftrument  of 
probation  applyed  ia  fuch  circumftances,to  fuch  a  people,who  being  dearc 
to  GOD  would  be  prefcrvcd  from  inuincible  deceptions ,  and  being  com. . 
Biandcd  by  him  to  cxpcft  the  >kfrias  in  fuch  ail  Equipage  of  power,  and  dc<- 

Li  2.  monftration. 
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Part  1 1,      "^onftration  of  miracles ,  were  therefore  not  deceived,  nor  could  nor,  be- 
caufe  they  were  bound  to  accept  i  c 


^.  3.  So  that  now  we  muft  not  look  upon  thefe  miracles,  as  an  argument 

primarily  intended  to  convince  the  Gentiles ,  but  the  ]e>ves.  It  was  a  hgh 
probability  to  them  aJfo ,  and  fo  it  was  deiigned  aHb  in  afecondary  inten- 
tion. But  it  could  not  be  an  argument  to  them  fo  certain,  becaufe  it  was  de- 
ftitute  of  two  great  fupporters*  For  they  neither  believed  the  Prophets  fore- 
telling the  MefTias  to  be  fuch,  nor  yet  faw  the  miracles  done  *,  So  that  they 
fead  no  teftimony  of  G  O  D  before  hand ,  and  were  to  rely  upon  humane 
teftimony  for  the  matter  of  fa^,  which  becaufe  it  was  fallible  could  notin- 
ferre  a  neceifary  conclut^on  alone ,  and  of  itfelfe',  but  it  put  on  degrees 
of  perfwafionas  the  teftimony  had  degrees  of  certainty  or  univerfality  j 
that  they  alfo,  which  fee  not  and  yet  have  believed  ^  might  be  blejfed..    And 
therefore  CHRIST  fent  his  Apoftles  toconvertthe  Gentiles,  andfup- 
plied  in  their  cafe,  what  in  his  own  could  not  be  applicable,  or  fo  concern- 
ing them.  For  he  fent  them  to  do  miracles  in  the  light  of  the  nations ,  that 
they  might  not  doubt  the  matter  of  fad:,  and  prepared  them  alfov/itha 
prophecy ,  foretelling  that  they  fliould  do  the  fame ,  and  greater  miracles 
then  he  did  j  they  had  greater  prejudices  to  conteft  againft,  and  a  more  un- 
equall  diftancefrom  beliefe ,  and  aptnefles  to  credit  fuch  thingsjtherefore  ic 
was-neceflary  j  that  the  Apoftles  ftiould  do  greater  miracles  to  remove  the 
gi*eater  mountains  of  obje<ftion  •,  And  they  did  fo,  and  by  doing  it  in  purfu- 
ance  and  teftimony  of  the  ends  of  Chrift  and  Chriftianity,  verified  the  fame 
and  celebrity  of  their  Mafters  miracles ,  and  reprefented  to  all  the  world 
his  power,  and  his  veracity,  and  his  Divinity. 
y^  4.  For  when  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  appeared  upon  the  ftage  of  Paleftine, 

all  things  were  quiet  and  at  reft  from  prodigy  and  wonder*,  nay,  J^ohn  the 
Baptift ,  who  by.his  excellent  fandity  and  aufterities,  had  got  great  reputa- 
tion to  his  perfon  and  doftrines,  yet  did  no  miracle*,  and  no  man  elfediJ 
any  favefomefewExorcifts  among  the  Jewes,cur'd  fome  Da?moniacks,and 
diftra<3:cd  people.   So  that  in  this  filence  a  Prophet  appearing  with  fignes 
and  wonders  had  nothing  to  lefTen  the  arguments,  no  oppofite  of  like  pow- 
cr,or  appearances  of  a  contradi<ftory  defign.  And  therefore  it  pcrfwaded  in- 
finitely,and  was  certainly  operative  upon  all  perfons,whofc  intercft  and  love 
of  the  world  did  not  deftroy  the  piety  of  their  wills ,  and  put  their  under- 
ftanding  into  fetters.  And  Nicodemus  Doftor  of  the  Law  being  convinced, 
y^hn  5  2.         faid  •,  \Ve  how  ,  that  thou  art  a  Do^orfent  from  GOD,  for  no  man  can  do  thofe 
things^whicb  thoudoeft^  mlejfe  GOD  be  with  him.  But  when  theDevillfaw 
what  great  aft-eftions,and  confidences  thefe  miracles  of  Chrift  had  produced 
in  all  perfo'is,  he  too  late  ftrives  to  leifen  the  argument,  by  playing  an  after- 
game*, and  weakly  endeavours  toabufevitious  pcrfons(  whofe  love  to  their 
fenfual  pleafures  was  of  power  to  make  them  take  any  thing  for  argument 
to  retaine  them)  by  fuch  low,  few,  inconfiderable,  uncertain,   and 
fufpicious   inftances  ,    that  it    grew  to  be  the  greateft  confirmation, 
and  extrinfecall  a-gumcnt  in  behalfe  of  religion,  that  either  freind  or 
foe  upon  his  Ovya  Induftry  could  have  reprefented.     Such  as  were  the 
making  an  image  fpeak,  or  fetching  fire  from  the  clouds,  and  rhatt'ie 
images  of  Diana  Cyndias  and  Vejia  among  the  J^affunr  would  admit  no 
rain  to  wet  them,  or  cloud  to  darken  them,  and  that  the  bodies  of  them, 
W.  l^.^{/?or.yyhQ  encred  into  the  Temple  of  Jupiter  in  Arcadia,  would  caft  no  ftiadow  -, 

which 
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whichthmgi  Polybms  himfelfe  one  of  their  owne  fuperftltion  laughs  at  as  '   p^^  ^ 
inipoi';u^c^,  and  fiiycs  rhey  were  noway  to  be  cxculed,  unlefle  the  pious 


purpole  of  the  inventors  did  take  oft  from  the  malice  of  the  lye.    But  the  a  'HiotuV?*  ««- 
miracles  cfjESUS  were  confefied,  and  wondrtd  at  by  y6/c';)/;«/, were  publi-  toi  I'l)  C'm®ii 
fhcd  to  all  the  world  by  his  owne  Difciples,who  never  were  accu(ed,nuich  '.jn]  -^ux^e  ly 
leflc  convicted  of  forgery,  and  they  were  acknowledged  by  ^  Celjus  and  r;,<p)^^c  \^,f^,. 
yk//(2«,  the  grcateft  enemies  of  CHRIST.  ^^-^.^^^  ^  Dixit 

But  further  yet,  thcmfelves  gave  it  our,  that  one  Cains  wiS  cured  of  his  Celfuf  apud 
blindnelTe  by  Jtfculapm^'dnd  lo  was  Valerius  Aper  j  and  at  Alexandria^  Ve-  Ongen, 
Qiaftan  cured  a  man  of  the  gout  by  treading  upon  his  toes,  and  a  blind  man  b  u  U  tU 
with  fpittlc.    And  when  Hadrian  the  Emperourwas  Tick  of  a  feavcr,  and  i'^j^  ^  ^y  .  if 
would  have  killed  hi mfelfc,  it  is  faid,  two  blind  perfons  were  cured  by  ,/  ,t/»\^c  /«-' 
touching  him,  whereof  one  of  them  told  him,  that  he  alfo  lliould  recover :  ^^^1  ju  t/k.- 
But  although  Vefpafian  by  the  help  oiApoHonius  tyaneus^  who  was  his  fami-    95»,  JL  i«o  T 
liar,  who  alfo  had  the  Devil  to  be  his,might  doe  any  thing  wirhin  the  pow-  ^J^^'  ^]  '*^* 
cr  of  nature,  or  by  permiflion  might  do  much  more,  yet  befides  that  this    -^J  -  '/,'"'«^ 
was  of  an  uncertain,and  lcf!e  credible  report  jif  it  had  been  true,  yet  it  was  '^r/l'r^nje!-}ui\u 
infinitely  fliorc  of  what  CHRIST  did,  and  was  a  weak,  filly  imitation,  and  /fa  jal  dC 
ufurping  of  the  argum.ent,which  had  already  prevailed  upon  the  perfvvafions  ;// /  i"     ^ 
ofmenbeycnd  all  pofl'ibility  of  confutation.  And  for  that  of //dtfrM;;,to  ^'  '*  o 
have  reported  it,  is  enough  to  make  it  ridiculous,  and  it  had  been  a  ftrange  startiams  in 
power  to  have  cured  two  blind  perfons,  and  yet  be  fo  di fable  t«  help  him-  Ia- 
felf,  as  to  attempt  to  kill  himfelfe  byreafonof  anguifli,  impatience  and  ^/ilTL'tH 
difpaire.  tOdn  Marium 

$.  When  the  ]ewes  and  Pharifees  beleeved  not  CHRIST  for  his  mira-  '™^'/^"l  ^''' 
ties,  and  yet  perpetually  called  for  a  figne,  he  refufed  to  give  them  a  figne,  ? -/f  "^^J^"^ 
which  might  be  lelTe  then  their  prejudice,  or  the  perfwafions  of  their  inre-  J^^Jl^P^P^^" 
reft  i  but  gave  them  one,  which  alone  is  greater  then  all  the  miracles  which  ^^^^"^^' 
ever  were  done,or  faid  to  be  done  by  any  Antichrift,cr  the  enemies  of  the  ^^ 

Religion,  put  all  together :  a  miracle,  which  could  have  no  fufpicion  of  im- 
pofture,a  miracle  without  inftance,or  precedent,or  imitation  ■■,  and  that  is, 
JESUS  lying  in  the  grave  three  dayes,  and  three  nights,  and  then  riling  a- 
gain  and  appearing  to  many,  andconverfing  for  fourty  dayes  together,  gi- 
ving probation  of  his  rifmg,  ofthe  verity  of  his  body,  making  a  glorious 
promife,  which  at  Pentecoft  was  verified,  and  fpeaking  fuch  things,  which 
became  precepts  and  parts  ofthe  Law  for  ever  after. 

6.  I  adde  two  things  more  to  this  consideration.  Firft,th3t  the  Apoflles  I  * 

did  fuch  miracles,  which  were  infinitely  greater  then  the  pretenfions  of 
of  any  adverfary,  and  inimitable  by  all  the  powers  of  man  or  darkneife. 
They  raifed  the  dead,  they  cuicd  all  difeafes  by  their  very  fhadow  pafling 
by,  and  by  the  touch  of  garments ',  they  converted  nations,  they  foretold 
future  events,they  rhemfelvs  fpake  withtongues,and  they  gave  theH.Ghoft 
by  impof^tion  of  hands,  which  enabled  others  to  fpeak  languages,  which 
immed  iately  before  they  underftood  not,  and  to  cure  difeafes,  and  to  ejcft 
•  Devils.  Now  fuppoiing  miracles  to  be  done  by  Gentile  Philofophers  and 
Magicians  after,  yet  when  they  fall  fliort  of  thefe  in  power,  and  yet  teach  a 
contrary  do<ftrine,  it  is  a  demonflration,  that  it  is  a  lefier  power,  and  there- 
fore the  do<^rine  not  of  divine  authority  and  fand:ion.  And  it  is  remaric- 
able,  that  among  all  the  Gentiles  none  ever  reafonably  pretended  to  a 
power  of  rafting  out  Devils,  For  the  Devils  could  not  sec  fo  much  by  it 
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Part  II.       ^^  things  then  ftood :  And  befldes,  in  whofe  name  fiiould  thejl  do  if,  who 

^        worfhipped  none  but  Devils  andfalfe  gods  v  which  is  too  violent  prefump- 

tion,  that  the  Devill  was  the  Aixhiteft  in  all  fuch  buildings.  And  when  the 
feven  fons  of  Sceva,,  who  was  a  Jew  (amongft  whom  it  was  fometimes  gran- 
ted to  cure  Demoniacks)  offered  to  exercife  a  polTelTed  perfon,  the  Dcvill 
would  by  no  meanes  endure  it,but  beat  them  for  their  paines.  And  yet  be- 
caufe  it  might  have  been  for  his  purpofe  to  have  enervated  the  reputation 
of  S.  Fan!,  and  by  a  voluntary  ceflion  equalled  S.Pauls  enemies  to  him,  ei- 
ther the  Devil  could  not  go  out  but  at  the  command  of  a  Chriftian  :  or  dfc 
to  have  gone  out  would  have  been  a  differvice  and  ruine  to  his  kingdome  ', 
eirher  of  which  declares,  that  the  power  ofcafting  out  Devils  is  a  teftimo- 
ny  of  GODt  and  a  probation  of  the  Divinity  of  a  Dextrine,  and  a  proper  ar- 
gument of  Chriftianity. 
j<i,  7.  But  belides  this  I  conr!der,that  the  holy  JESUS  having  firft  pofeflcd 

aponjuft  title  all  the  reafonableneffe  of  humane  underftanding  by  his  de- 
nionftration  of  a  miraculous  power,  in  his  infinite  wifdom  knew,  that  the 
Devil  would  attempt  to  gain  a  party  by  the  fame  i nft rumen t,and  therefore 
fb  ordered  it,  that  the  miracles  fhould  be  done  or  pretended  to  by  the  De- 
vil,nrany  of  the  enemies  oftheCrolTe  of  CHRIST  fhould  be  a  confirmation 
ef Chriftianity,not  do  ic  difTerviccj  for  he  foretold,that  Antkhrjjl^znd  other 
Gncmics fl)OHld come  in prodigies^aud  ly'mgv^nders and  ftgns. Concc^n'mg  which 
although  irmay  be  difputed,  whether  they  were  truly  miracles,or  mecr  de- 
ceptions and  magical  pretencesjyet  becaufe  they  were  fuch  which  the  peo- 
ple could  not  difcern  from  miracles  really  fuch,therefore  it  is  all  one,and  in 
this  confideration  are  to  be  fuppofed  fuclr,  but  certainly  he  that  could  fore- 
tell fuch  a  future  contingencie,  or  fuch  a  fecret  of  predefti nation,  was  able 
alfo  to  know  from  what  principle  it  came  v  and  we  have  the  fame  reafon  to 
believe ,  that  Antichrift  fliall  do-miracles  to  evill  purpofes,  as  that  he  Ihall 
do  any  at  all  *,  He  that  foretold  us  of  the  man,  foretold  us  alfo  of  the  impo- 
fture,  and  commanded  us  not  to  truft  him.  And  it  had  been  more  likely  for 
Antichrift  to  prevaile  upon  Chriftians  by  doing  no  miracles,  then  by  doing 
any  :  For -if  he  had  done  none,  he  might  have  efcaped  without  difcovery  j 
but'by<iGing  miracles,  as  he  verified  the  wifdom  and  prefcience  of  jESUS, 
lb  he  declared  to  all  the  Church,  that  he  was  the  enemy  of  their  Lord,  and 
therefore  lelTe  likely  to  deceive  ;  For  which  reafon  it  is  faid,  that  he  fhall 
deceive.,  if  it  were  peffible^  the  very  eleB ',  that  is  therefore  not  poffible,  be- 
caufe by  what  heintrnuates  himfelf  to  othcrs,is  by  the  eled,  the  Church  and 
chofen'of  GOD  underik>od  to  be  his  fign  and  mark  of  difcovery  and  a  war- 
ning. And  therefore  as  the  Prophefies  of  jESUS  were  an  infinite  verifica- 
tion of  his  miracles,fo  alfo  this  Prophefie  of  CHRIST  concerning  Antichriffc 
disgraces  the  reputation  and  faith  of  the  miracles  he  fhall  aft  :  The  old  Pro- 
phets foretold  of  the  Meflias,and  of  his  miracles  of  power  and  mercy,to  pre- 
pare for  his  reception  and  entertainment ',  CHRIST  alone  and  his  Apofties 
from  him  foretold  of  Antichrift,  and  that  he  fhould  come  in  all  .miracles  of 
deception  and  lying,  that  is,  with  true  or  falfe  miracles  to  perfwade  a  lyt, 
IPi^l^l^  2,5  and  this  was  to  prejudice  his  being  accepted,  according  to  the  Law  of  iW(?- 
fes  ■,  fo  that  as  all  that  fpake  of  CHRIST,  bade  us  bcleeve  him  for  the  mira^ 
cle,  fo  all  that  foretold  of  Antichrift  bade  us  disbelieve  him  the  rather  for 
his ;  and  the  reafon  of  both  is  the  fame,  becaufe  the  mighty  2\id  furer  word 
cjf  prophefie  (asS..  Fetcr  calh  it)  being  the  greateft  teftimony  in  tbeworlet  - 


The  Prayer, 

OEtermll  JES  VS^who  4Jdji  receive  great  power  ^  that  by  it  thtik 
mJihteft  convey  thy  Father f  mercies  to  us  impotent  and  i»retched  people^ 
give  me  grace  to  believe  that  heavenly  deSrine ,  which  thou  didft  ratifewith  ar^ 
guments  from  above  ^  that  I  may  fully  ajfent  to  alt  thofe  myflerious  truths ,  which 
integrate  that  doSrine  and  difcjpline ,  in  which  the  obligations  of  my  duty  ,  and 
the  hopes  of  my  felicity  are  depofited.  And  to  all  ihofe  glorious  verifications  of 
shy  goodnejfe  and  thy  power  ^  adde  alfo  this  miracle^  that  I  who  am  ftainek 
with  leprofie  of  finne  may  be  cUanfed,  my  eyes  may  be  opened^  that  I  may  fee  thif 
wondrous  things  ofthyLawy  andraife  thmmeup  jromthe  death  of  fmnetothe 
life  of  righteoufneffe^  that  I  may  for  ever  walk,  in  the  land  of  the  living^  abhorring 
the  works  of  death  and  darknejfe  j  that  as  I  am  by  thy  miraculous  mercy  partahr  •f 
the  fir  fly  fo  alfo  I  my  be  accpnntcdiforthy  of  the  fecondrefum^ionf  4n4ai 
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of  a'^Divine  principle  gives  authority ,  or  reprobates  with  the  fame  power,      part.  IL 

They  who  are  the  prxdeftinate  of  G  O  D  and  they  that  arc  the  pr<£fciti  the  

foreknown  and  marked  people  niuft  needs  ftand  or  fall  to  the  Divine  fen- 
tcncc,  and  fiich  muft  this  be  acknowledged,  for  no  enemy  of  the  CrolTe,  not 
the  Devi  11  himfelfe  ever  foretold  fHch  a  contingency,  or  lb  rare,fopcrfonalI, 
fo  voluntary,  fo  unnaturall  an  event,  as  this  of  the  great  Antichrift. 

And  thus  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  having  flicwed  forth  the  treafures  of  his 
Fathers  wifedome  in  revelations  and  holy  precepts ,  and  upon  the  ftock  of 
his  Fathers  greatnefle  having  difpended  ,  and  demonArated  great  power 
in  miracles,  and  thefe  being  inftanced  in  afts  of  mercy,  he  mingled  the  glo- 
ries of  heaven  to  tranfmit  rhem  to  earth,  to  raife  us  up  to  the  participations 
of  heaven  j  he  was  pleafed  by  healing  the  bodies  of  infirmc  perfons  to  in- 
vite their  fpirits  to  his  Difcipline,  and  by  his  power  to  convey  healing ,  and 
by  that  mercy  to  lead  us  into  the  treafures  of  revelation ,  that  both  bodies 
and  fouls,  ourwills  and  underftandings,  by  Divine  inftruments  might  be 
be  brought  to  Divine  perfeftions  in  the  participations  of  the  Divine  nature. 
It  was  a  miraculous  mercy,  that  GOD  fhould  look  upon  us  in  our  blood,  and 
a  miraculous  condefcenfion  that  his  Son  fhould  take  our  nature  ,  and  even 
this  favour  we  could  not  believe  without  many  miracles  j  and  fo  contrary 
was  our  condition  to  allpoffibilities  of  happineflc,  that  if  falvationhadnot 
marched  to  us  all  the  way  in  miracle,  we  had  perifhed  in  theruines  of  a  fad 
eternity.  And  now  it  would  be  but  reafonable,  that  fincc  GOD  for  our  fakes 
hath  refcindedfo  many  laws  of  naturall  eftablillmient,  we  alfo  for  his,  and 
for  our  own,  would  be  content  to  do  violence  to  thofe  naturall  inclinations, 
which  are  alio  criminall,  when  they  derive  into  aftion.  Every  man  living  in 
the  ftatc  of  grace  is  a  perpetuall  miracle  and  his  pafllons  are  made  reafona- 
ble, as  his  reafon  is  turned  to  faith,  and  his  foul  to  fpirit ,  and  his  body  to-a 
temple,  and  earth  to  heaven ,  and  leflethen  this  will  not  difpofe  us  tofudi 
glories,  which  being  the  portion  of  Saints  and  Angels,  and  theneereft 
communications  with  GOD,  are  infinitely  above  what  we  fee,  or  hear, 
xrunderftand. 


la 
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Part  II. 


^ 


"  hy  Fdhb^  Hope^  Charhy^  And  obedience  I  receive  the  fruh  of  thy  miracle  f  in  thi/ 
^  Ijfe^  fo  in  the  other  J  may  partake  of  thy  glories^  which  is  a  mercy  abeve  all  mi- 
"  racks.  Lord  iftbou  wilt  thou  canft  make  me  cleane.  Lord^  I  beleeve^  help  mine 
unbeliefe^  and  grants  that  no  itidijfojition  or  incapacity  of  mine  may  binder  the 
wonder  full  operations  ^f  thy  grace '-,  but  let  it  be  thy  firjf  miracle  to  turn  my  water 
into  wine^  my  barremejfe  into  fruitfulnejfe^  my  averfations  from  thee  into  unions 
And  intimate  adh<zfionsto  thy  inpnity^  which  is  the  fountaine  of  mercy  and  power, 
Grant  this  for  thy  mercies  fake^  and  for  the  honour  of  tbofe  glorious  attributes y  in 
which  thou  bafl  revealed  thyfelfe  and  thy  Fathers  excellencies  to  the  world,0  holy 
mdetcrndljESV,  Amen. 


The  end  of  the  fecond  Part. 


Alios     ISKYP02, 


F  I  N  I  S. 


•■\ 


THIRD  PART 

THE    HISTORY    OF 

The  Life  and  Death 
of  the  Holy 

lESVS. 


BEGINNING 


jAt  the  fecond  yeer  of  bis  Preaching  uii- 
till  his  Afcenfion. 

ith  Confiderations  and  Difcourfes  upon  the 
feverall  parts  of  the  Story,  and  Prayers  fitted 
to  the  feverall  Myfteries. 


Seneca  apudLa^ant.  lib.  6.  inftitut.  c.  17. 
Hie  eft  ilk  htme  ,  ^ui  five  toto  corpore  tomenta  patienda  fm  y  five  fiaxnma 
•re  recfpienda  eft,  five  extendendti  per  patrbulum  manuf,  mn  qumt  quid 
patitttur  fed  quam  bene* 


LONDON,] 

Printed  by  i?,  2^     1649, 


fn 


.-•'r.*7  ?irfi 


'^(^^ 


\'X 


To  the  Right  Honourable  and  Vcrtuous 

Lady,  the  Lady  Frances  Countcfle 

of  Carbery. 

Madam, 

I  nee  the  "Divine  providence  hath  been  pleafed 
to  bind  up  the  great  breaches  of  my  lit  tie  fort  me 
by  your  charity  and  NobleneJJe  of  a  religious 
tendernejje^  1  account  it  an  excellent  Qrcum- 
fiance  andhandfomnepofconditionthaS  I  have 
the  fortune  ofS.  Athanafius  to  have  myferfecutionreleived 
and  comforted  by  an  Honourable  and  excellent  Lady  ;  and  I 
have  nothingto  return  for  this  honour  done  tome^  hut  to  do 
04  the  poor  paralyticks  and  infirme  people  in  the  (jofpell  did 
Vfhen  our  B.  Saviour  cured  them  ^  they  rvent  and  told  h  to 
all  the  Country ,  and  made  the  voifinage  full  of  the  report  y  as 
themfelves  voere  of  health  andjoy.  And  although  1  knovo  the 
medeflyofyour  perfon  and  religion^  had  rather  do  favours 
then  own  them y  yet  give  me  leave  to  d^awaftde  the  curtain 
and  retirement  of  your  charity -^  fir  I  had  rather  your  ver^ 
tne  [fjouldblufh,  thenmy  unthankfulneffemakeme  &fJmmed. 
Msiddim;  I  intended  by  this  addreffenotonely  to  return  you 
fpirttuals for  your  temporals^  but  to  make  your  noble  ufages  of 
me  and  mine  Jo  become  likey^ur  other  charityes^produSive  of 
adv  ant  iget 'to  the  fi  cinders  by.  For  although  the  beams  of  the 
funreftecled  from  amarble^return  not  home  to  the  body  and 
fountain  ofligHtyyctthey  that  walk  below  feel  the  benefit 
of  a  doubled  he/J  :  fo  whatever  reflexions  or  returns  of  your 
^^^\\  i^^^  ^'^^^^  although  they  fall  fhort  of  what  your 
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r^ofthimmo^reafonahly  challenge^  micAnffooeti,  hutt<h 
w^trdsyou  mthfarwarddefires  sad  di^a^t  approaches ^  yet  i 
£im  defirous  to  believe  that  thofe  rvho  walk  betxveen  us  may  re-- 
ceive  afstjlances  fr^mthn  enter courfe  ^  and  thefollomngfa-' 
prs  maybe  Auxiliary  to  the  enkwdlmg  of  their  pety^  as  "fa 
theconflrmmgmdeHMfhmgyours, .  For  although  the  great 
-prudence  of  your  moH  noble  Lord ,  a^ths  mode  Hies  of  you  f 
own  temperate  and fweeter  dtfpo fit  tons  become  the  great  en^ 
dearments  of  vertue  to  you^  yet  becaufe  it  is  neceffarj  that 
yon  make  Religion  the  bu  fine ffe  of  your  Itfe^  I  thought  it  not 
m  imperuntm  applicattonJtoe>^rtffe  my  thankfulnejje  to  your 
Honour  by  that  vihich  may  heft  become  my  duty  and  mygrati-- 
tudeybeeaufe  it  may  do  you  thegreateHfervice,  Madam  Imujl 
begyour pardon^  that  I  have  openedthe  fan6luary  of  your  rt^ 
tird  vortues^  but  I  was  obliged  topubUfh  the  endearments 
Midfavours^fyoHf  Noble  Lord^a^nAyx^u/r felf  tovfiards  me  and 
wy  relatives  :  For  as  your  hands  are  fa  clafpd  that  one  ring  is 
the  Ugaiureofthem  both^fo  I  havefottnd  emanations  from 
that  t9n)unUure  of  hands  with  a  confent  fo  f^ward  and  apty 
that  nothing  ^anfMisfkfor  my  obligations  but  hy  ieing  in  the 
greMefl  emiHemy  ^ thank fulneffe  and  humility  offerfon^ 


^  Madam;r^^:^.':;;:'!^^- 

Your  Honours  moft 
obliged^and  moft 
humble  Servant 

Taylor 
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Se6t.   13. 

.  Of  the  fecond  yeer  of  the  preaching 
of  J  E  S  U  S, 

ihen  thefirft  yeare  of  jESUS,  the  ycarc  of  peace,  andundif-  ^- 
I  turbed  preaching  was  expired  there  was  a  Feaft  of  the  Jewes, 
and  JESUS  went  up  to  Jerufalem.  This  Feaft  was  the  fecond  Jren  L2.€,i<»i 
f^^j^^^  Pafleover  he  kept  after  he  began  to  preach:not  the  Feaft  of  Pen- 
tccoftor  Tabernacles,  both  which  were  pafl"ed  before  lESUS 
came  lalt  from  Judeaj  whither  when  he  was  now  come,  he  finds  an  impo- 
tent perfon  lying  at  the  poole  of  Bethefda,  waiting  till  the  Angel  ftiould 
fiioue  the  waters,  after  which  whofoever  firftftepdin  wascuredof  his  in- 
tirm.ty.  Thepoore  man  had  waited  thirty  eight  years,  and  ftili  was  preven- 
ted  by  fome  other  of  theHofpitall,  that  needed  a  Phyfician.  But  lESUS 
leeing  hmj,  had  pity  on  him,  cured  him,  and  bid  him  take  up  his  bed  and 
walk.  This  cure  hapned  to  be  wrought  upon  the  fabbath,  for  which  the 
Jewes  were  fo  moved  with  indignation,  that  they  thought  to  flay  him :  And[ 
t^lic^M^t  ''  his.//.,^i.^//.,,y,,,^a.D,andmaking 

'ftreriR^TKllT  "^^r^''  ^^"^"/[^'^hifh  they  fnatchedat,before it was mliii-  7,.,  ^'        ^ 
^  tred,jESUSd.feourfes  upon  h.s  mifrion,andderivation  of  his  authorityfrom  ^       ^'         ^ 

'nf  nowlr  n5      ""'"""  ^fT^^""  '^T''"^  '^^  ^^*^^"^"^  communications 

^^nJ^^fl  '^       ?f '''"''^/'S"'?''^^'^S'''°"  °f  judicature,  reciprocations 

'F  ather  h:"""'  of  honour  from  the  Father  to  the  fon,and  backe  a|ai«  to  the 

Father.  He  preaches  of  life  and  falvation  to  them  that  believe  in  him,  pro- 

^fofrcoT^^^  '^^^?^  ^y'^'  efficacy  of  the  voice  ofX 

WaWaH?n  ;?/f "'     -^  ^'J  ^l^"^^§^"^^"^'the  differing  conditions  after, 

'cODl^ZTl^fa^^^^^  the  other  fcriptures,  and  of 

I       ^^'      r  "'  Z"  ^^^  ^'^  ^'>'  of  unleavened  bread,  which  hapHed  the     r? 
the  next  day  after  the  weekely  fabbath,  the  Difciplesof  ]ESUsK^e  ^^^^' 
eares  of  corn  rub  them  in  their  hand,and  eate  them  to  latiffy  their  fcer  ! 
For  which  he  offered  fatiffadion  to  their  fcruples,  convincinVthem^^^^^ 
workes  of  neceffity  are  to  be  permitted  even  to  the  breach  of  a  plfitfve  tfm! 
porary  conftitution    and  that  worksof  mercy  are  the  bTfer^ingi^^^^^ 
npon  any  day  whatfoever,  or  any  part  of  the  day,  that  is  vacant  ol^ero^ 
fices,  and  proper  for  a  religious  feftivall.  ^^ 

But  when  neither  reafon,  nor  religion  would  give  them  fatiffaaion  bat  ^> 

S  rneltTcar ^'"'  ''^^'  him,  he  withdrew  hiWelf  from  JeSmJand 

!"n  J      ^<^'ons,  and  whether  or  no,  he  would  profecute  that  which  rhev 
called,prophanation  of  their  fabbath,by  doing  a^s  of  mer^^^^^^ 
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"T       TTJ       He  ftill  did  fo.  For  entring  into  one  of  the  fynagogues  of  Galilee  upon  the 

Pare  III* Sabbath,  JESUS  faw  a  man,  (  whom  S.  ^  Hierom  reports  to  have  been  a 

Mvaniel  Naz-  ^^^^"^  )  coming  to  Tyre,  and  complaining  that  his  hand  was  withered,  and 
miod  S '  Hie  ^^^^^^"8  ^^^P  of  him,that  he  might  again  be  reftored  to  the  ufe  of  his  hands, 
^  j^  r  '  leaft  he  fhould  be  compelled  with  mifery  and  fhame  to  beg  his  bread.  JE- 
•  ^  *    SUS  reftored  his  hand  as  whole  as  the  other  in  the  midft  of  all  thofe  fpies 

tTMStulh  ^^^^  Enemies.  Upon  which  aft  being  confirmed  in  their  malice  the  Phari- 
fees  went  forth,  and  joyned  with  the  Herodwis  (  a  feft  of  people  who  faicl 
Iferodw^s  the  Meffias^  becaufe  by  the  decree  of  the  Roman  Senate  when 
the  fcepter  departed  from /m^^/;,  he  was  declared  King  )  and  both  toge- 
ther took  Counfell,how  they  might  kill  him. 
ijt*  JESUS  therefore  depaited  again  to  the  fea  coaft,  and  his  companies  en- 

creafed  ashis  fame,for  he  was  now  followed  by  new  multitudes  from  Galilee^ 
from  Juddu^  from  Jemfalem,  from  Idwnea,  from  beyond  Jordan^  from  about 
Tyre  and  Sydon ',  who  hearing  the  report  of  his  miraculous  power  to  cure 
all  difeafes  by  the  word  of  his  mouth,  or  the  touch  of  his  hand,  or  the  hand- 
ling his  garment,came  with  their  ambulatory  hofpi tall  of  fick,and  their  pof- 
fefled,  and  they  preffed  on  him,  but  to  touch  him,  and  were  all  immediately 
cured.  The  Devils  confeflingpublikely,  that  he  was  the  Son  of  GOD,  till 
they  were  upon  all  fuch  occafions  retrained,  and  compelled  to  filence. 
%^  ^   But  now  JESUS  having  commanded  a  fhip  to  be  in  readinelTe  againft  any 

inconvenience  or  troublefome  preflfurcs  of  the  multitude,w^^«t  up  into  4  moun- 
tain to  pray  ^  and  continued  in prajer  dl  nighty  intending  to  make  the  firft  ordi- 
nation of  Apcftles  5  which  the  next  day  he  did,  choofiny,  out  of  the  num- 
ft^S^  apoftoli-  bgr  Qf  }^jj  Difciples  thefe  » twelve  to  be  Apoftles  •,  Simon  Peter,and  Andrew^ 
dinuXo':or^'   7^;we/,  and  J^obn  the  fons  of  thunder,  Philip,  and  Bartholomew,  Matthew,  and 
Fulgetap€3c,na-  Thomaf,  James  the  fon  of  Alph£us,^nd  Simon  theZelor,  Judas  the  brother 
Keromenfesi  n-  of  James,  ^.ndjudas  Ifcariot.  Wich  thefe  defcending  from  the  mountain  to 
o '^"^•?  ^^^^^    ^^^  P^^^"  he  repeated  the  fame  fermon,  or  much  of  it,  which  he  had  before 
kiTTempert'bi  Pleached  in  the  firfi:  beginning  of  his  prophefyings,  that  he  might  publifh 
irllitet  annus,     his  gofpel  to  thefe  new  Auditors,  and  alfo  more  particularly  inform  his  A- 
S^dal.         '     poftles  in  the  dodrine  of  the  kingdom  ',  for  now  becaufe  he  faw  Ifrael 
fcattered  like  fheep  having  no  Shepherd,  he  did  purpofe  to  fend  thefe 
twelve  abroad  to  preach  repentance  and  the  approximationof  the  King- 
dom ',  and  therefore  firft  inftruded  them  in  the  myftcrious  parts  of  his 
holy  Doftrine,  and  gave  them  alfo  particular  inftruftions  together  with  their 
temporary  commiffion  for  that  journey. 
'     '^  '  For  JESUS  fent  them  out  by  two  and  two,  giving  them  power  over  un- 

*  clean  fpirirs,  and  to  heal  all  manner  of  ficknelfe  and  difeafes,tcriing  they 

*  were  the  light^^nd  the  eyes  and  the  fait  of  the  world,(o  intimating  their  duties 

*  of  diligence,holineire,  and  incorruption  j  giving  them  in  charge  to  preach 

*  the  GofpeI,to  difpence  their  power  and  miracles  freely,  as  they  had  recei- 
'  ved  it,  to  anoint  lick  perfons  with  oil,  not  to  enter  into  any  Samaritane 

*  town,  but  to  go  rather  to  the  loft  fiieep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  provide 
*«o  viaticum  for  their  journeys,  but  to  put  themfelves  upon  the  religion  and 
'  piety  of  their  Profely tes :  he  arms  them  againft  perfecutions,  gives  them 
*"  them  leave  to  fly  the  ftorm  from  city  to  city,  piromifes  diem  the  afiiftan- 
'cesof  his  Spirit,  encourages  them  by  his  own  example  of  long  fuflerance 
'and  by  inftances  of  Divine  providence  exprefled  even  to  creatures  of  fmal- 

*  leli  value,  md.  by  promife  of  great  rewaixis  to  the  confidefit  confeiTioB  of 
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<hls  name ;  and  furnifhes  rhcni  with  fome  propodtions,  which  are  like  fo    ^^^  jjj 
*-  iMPy  bik  of  exchange-,  upon  therrufiof  which  they  might  take  up  ne-  '       *    , 

'ccflarics,  promiring  great  retributions  not  onely  to  them,  who  quit  any 
Hhing  of  value  for  the  fake  of  jESUS,  but^  to  them  that  offer  a  cup  of 
*  water  to  a  thirfty  Difciplej  and  with  thefe  inflrudions  they  departed  to 
'preach  in  the  cities. 

And  jESUS  returning  to  Capernaum  received  the  addreffe  of  a  faithful     .     7* 
Centurion  of  the  Legion  called  the  Iron  legion  (which  ufually  quartered  in  P^^  ^^fi-  -Rwn. 
Judca  )  in  behalfe  cf  his  fervant,  whom  he  loved,  and  who  was  grievoufly  /^^»  $$• 
afilid'ed  with  the  pallie,and  healed  him  as  a  reward  and  honour  to  his  faith. 
And  from  thence  going  to  the  city  Nairn  he  raifed  to  life  the  onely  fon  of  a 
widow  whom  the  mourners  followed  in  the  ftreet,bearing  the  corps  fadly  to 
his  funerall.  Upon  the  fame  of  thefe  and  diuers  other  miracles  John  the  Bap- 
tift  who  was  ftill  in  prifon  (for  he  was  not  put  to  death  till  the  latter  end  of 
this  yeare)  fent  two  of  his  Difciples  to  him  by  divine  providence,or  elfe  by 
Johns  defignation  to  minifter  occafion  of  his  greater  publication,  enquiring 
ifhe  was  the  MefTias.  To  whom  Jesus  returned  noanfwer,  butaDemon- 
ftration  taken  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  the  glory  of  the  miracles, 
faying.  Return  to  John^znd  tell  him,  what  ye  fee',  for  the  deafe  hear^  the  blind 
fee^  the  lame  walke^the  dead  are  raifed^and  the  lepers  are  cleanfed^  and  to  the  poor 
the  Oofpellispreachedy  which  were  the  Charaderifticke  notes  of  the  Meffias  jf^j^  a$.  $  ^ 
according  to  the  prediftionsofthe  Holy  Prophets. 

When  Johns  Difciples  were  gone  with  this  anfwer,  jESUS  began  to  g. 

fpcake  concerning  John^  of  the  aufterity  and  holinefle  of  his  peifon,  the 
'greatneffe  of  his  fun<flion,  the  Divinity  of  his  comnunion,faying  that  he  was 
^'greater  then  &  Prophet^a  burning^and  jhmmglight^the  Elks/hat  was  to  cowe^^nd 
'the  confumniation,  or  ending  of  the  old  Prophets',  Adding  withall,that  the 
'pcrverfenelTe  of  that  age  was  moft  notorious  in  the  entertainment  of  him- 
Telf  and  the  Baptift  :  For  neither  could  the  Baptift,  who  came  neither  eat- 
'ing  nor  drinking  ( that  by  his  aufterity  and  mortified  deportment  he 
'might  invade  the  judgement  and  atted:ions  of  the  people,)  nor  jESUS,wh« 
'came  both  eating  and  drinking,  (that  by  a  moderate  and  an  affable  life  fra- 
'med  to  the  complyance,  and  common  ufc  cf  men  he  might  fweetly  infinu- 
'ate  into  the  affeAions  of  the  multitude)  could  obtain  beliefe  amongft  theme 
*They  could  object  againft  evei7  thing,but  nothing  could  pleafe  them.  But 
^wifdom^  and  righteoufneffe  had  a  theatre  in  its  own  family,  and  is  juftified  of 
''All  her  children^  Then  he  prnceedes  to  a  more  apply ed  reprehenfion  of  Ca- 
'pernaum  and  Chorazin  and  Bethfaida  for  being  pertinacious  in  their  fins 
^and  infidelity,  in  defiance  and  reproofe  of  all  the  mighty  works,which  had 
'been  wrought  in  them,  But  thefe  things  were  not  revealed  to  all  difpofiti- 
'onsj  the  wife  and  the  mighty  of  the  world  were  not  fubje^s  prepared  for  the 
'fimplicity  and  fofter  impreHes  of  the  GoTpell,  and  the  down  right  feverity 
*of  itsfandions.  And  therefore  jESUS  glorified  GOD  for  the  magnifying 
*0f  his  mercy,  in  that  thefe  riiings  which  were  hid  from  the  great  ones  were 
'revealed  to  babes ',  and  concludes  this  fermon  with  an  invitation  of  all 
•wearied,  and  difconfolatc  perfons  loaded  with  fin  and  mifery,  to  come  to 
*'him  promifing  eafe  to  their  burdens^znd  refrejlmient  to  their  wearineffe  and  to 
exchange  their  heavy  preflures  into  an  eafy  yoke,  and  a  light  burden. 

When  jESUS  had  ended  this  fermon,  one  of  the  Pharifees  named  Sim^n  a        i 

invited  him  toeate  with  him,  into  whofe  houfejwhen  he  was  entred,  a 

Aaa  2  certain 


Sea.  15. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  ^-ECOND  YEAR 


Part  III.    ^^^^^^  woman  that  was  a  fmner,  abiding  there  in  the  city  heard  of  it,  her 

^=»_ L  name  was  Mai-y  :  fhe  had  been  married  to  a  noble  perfonagc  a  native  of  the 

Town  and  Caftle  of  Magdal,  from  whence  flie  had  her  name  of  Magdalen, 
though  fhe  her  felf  was  born  in  Bethany  *,  A  widow  fhe  was,  and  prompted 
by  her  wealth,  liberty  and  youth  to  an  intemperate  life,  and  too  free  enter- 
tainments. She  came  to  ]ESUS  into  the  Pharifees  houfe  \  not  (  as  did  the 
ftaring  multitude  )  to  glut  her  eyes  with  the  (ight  of  a  miraculous  and  glo- 
rious perron-,nor(as  did  the  Centurion,or  the  Syrophoenician,or  the  ruler  of 
the  fynagogue)  for  cure  of  her  ficknelfe,  or  in  behalf  of  her  Friend,  or  childe 
or  fervant,  but  (  the  onely  example  of  fo  coming  )  fhe  came  in  remorfe  and 
regret  for  her  fins,  fhe  came  to  }ESUS  to  lay  her  burden  at  his  feet,  and  »o 
prefent  him  with  a  broken  heart,and  a  weeping  eye,and  great  affe<Sion,and 
a  box  of  Nard  Piftick  falutary  and  precious.For  flie  came  tVemb ling,  and  fell 
down  before  him,  weeping  bitterly  for  her  fins,  powring  out  a  flood  great 
enough  to  wafh  the  feet  of  the  blclTcd  jESUS  ,  and  wiping  them  with  the 
hairs  of  her  head  j  after  which  fiie  brake  the  box  and  anointed  his  feet  with 
Min'naiur.hjfl.  ointment*, which  exprcfTionwas  fo  great  an  extafy  of  love,forrow,and  adora- 
Ub.  i  g.  c.  9.     tion,that  to  anoint  the  feet  even  of  the  greateft  Monarch  was  long  unknown, 
■vide  Athence,    and  in  all  the  pomps  and  greatnefles  of  the  Roman  prodigality  it  was  not  h- 
Deipnofoph.      fed  till  Otho  taught  it  to  Nero-y'm  whofe  inftance  it  was  by  Pliny  reckoned  for 
1. 1 2.  c.  30.     a  prodigy  of  unneceflary  profuiion,and  in  it  felf  without  the  circumf^ance  of 
kerodotus  in    ^  free  a  drfpenfation,  it  was  a  prefent  for  a  Prince,  and  an  alablafter  box  of 
Xhalk'  Nard  Piftick  was  fent  as  a  prefent  from  Cambyfes  to  the  King  of  Ethiopia. 

1  ©.  when  Simon  obferved  this  finner  fo  bufy  in  the  expreiTes  of  her  religioa 

and  veneration  to  jESUS,he  thought  with  himfelf  that  this  was  no  prophet, 
that  did  not  know  her  to  be  a  linnet,  or  no  juft  perfon  that  would  fuller  her 
to  touch  him.  For  although  the  ]ews  religion  did  permit  harlots  of  their 
own  nation  to  live,  and  enjoy  the  priviledges  of  the  nation  fave  that  their 
©blations  were  refufed :  yet  the  Pharifees  who  pretended  to  a  greater  degree 
of  fanftity  then  others,  would  notadmitthem  to  civil ufages,or  the  benefits 
of  ordinary  fociety ',  and  thought  religion  it  felf,  and  the  honour  of  a  Pro- 
phet was  concerned  in  the  interefts  of  the  fame  fnpercilioufnefle-,and  there- 
fore made  an  objeAion  within  himfelf  j  which  jESUS  knowing  (  for  he  un- 
derftood  his  thoughts  as  well  as  his  words)  made  her  Apology  and  his  own, 
in  a  civjj  Quefiion  exprel!ed  in  a  Parable  of  two  Debcors,to  whom  a  greater 
r  and  a  lefie  debt  rcfpedively  was  forgiven  '■,  both  of  them  concluding,  that 

they  would  love  their  merciful  Creditour  in  proportion  for  his  mercy  and 
donative  j  and  this  was  the  cafe  o^Mary  Magdalen,  to  whom  becaufe  much- 
was  forgiven  fhe  loved  much,and  exprelfed  it  incharafters  fo  largc,that  the 
Pharifee  might  read  his  own  incivilities ,  and  inhofpi table  entertainment 
of  the  Ma(ter,when  it  ftood  confronted  with  the  magnificency  of  Mary  Mag- 
dalens  penance  and  charity. 
41.  When  JESIIS  had  dined  he  was  prefented  with  the  fad  fight  of  a  poor 

Demoniack  poflelTed  widi  a  blindeand  a  dumb  Devil,  in  whofe  behalf  his 
firiends  intreated  J  E  S  U  S,  that  he  would  caft  the  Devil  out,  which  he  did 
immediately,  and  the  blinde  man  faw,  and  the  dumb  fpake,  fo  much  to  the 
amazement  of  the  people,  that  they  ran  info  prodigious  companies  after 
him,  andfo  fcandalized  the  Pharifees,  who  thought  that  by  means  of  this 
Prophet  their  reputation  would  be  lefiened,  and  their  fchools  empty,  that 
irii  a  rumour  was  fcattered  up  and  down  from.an  uncertain  principle , .  but 

com* 
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Communicated  with  tumult  and  apparanr  ncifcs,  that  J  E  S  U  S  was  befide    parr  m, 

himfelf.  Upon  which  rumour  his  friends  and  kinred  came  together  to  fee, 1 

and  to  make  provifions  accordingly,  and  the  holy  Virgin-Mother  came  her 
felf,  but  without  any  apprehensions  of  any  fuch  horrid  accident.  The 
words  and  things  Hie  had  from  the  beginning  laid  up  in  her  heart  would 
furnifh  her  with  principles  exclufive  of  all  apparitions  of  fuch  fancies  *,  but 
fhe  came  to  fee  what  that  perfecution  was,  which  under  that  colour  it  was 
likely  the  Pharifees  might  commence. 

When  the  Mother  cf  ]  E  S  U  S ,  and  his  kinred  came,  they  found  him  *  •• 

inahoufe,  encircled  with  people,  full  of  wonder  and  admiration :  And 
there  the  holy  Virgin-Mother  might  hear  part  of  her  own  Prophecy  verified, 
that  the  generations  of  the  earth  lliould  call  her  bleffed  :  For  a  woman  wor- 
shipping JESUS,  cryed  out,  Blejftd  is  tht  womb  that  bare  thee^  and  the  paps 
that  gave  thee  fuck'  To  this;  JESUS  replyed,  not  denying  her  to  be  high- 
ly blelfed,  who  had  received  the  honour  of  being  the  Mother  of  the  Mejpasy 
but  advancing  the  dignities  of  fpirituall  excellencies  far  above  this  greateft 
temporall  honour  in  the  world,  yea  rather  bleffed  are  they^  that  hear  the  word  of 
GOD  and  do  it.  For  in  refpeft  of  the  ifiues  of  fpirituallperfeftions  and 
their  proportionable  benedidions,  all  immuftities  and  temporall  honours 
are  empty  and  hollow  bleflings  j  and  all  relations  of  kinred  difband  and  em- 
pty themfelves  into  the  greater  chanels,  and  floods  of  divinity. 

For  when  jESUS  being  in  the  houfe,  they  told  him  his  Mother  and  his  i  g. 

Brethren  ftaid  for  him  without,  he  told  them  thofe  relations  were  lelfe  then 
the  t}'es  of  duty  and  i  cligion  ',  for  thofe  deer  names  of  Mother  and  Brethren, 
which  are  hallowed  by  the  laws  of  GOD,and  the  endeerments  of  nature  are 
made  far  more  facred,  when  a  fpirituall  cognation  does  fupervene,  when  the 
relations  are  fubje<Sed  in  perfons  religious,and  holy  :  but  if  they  be  abftfaft 
and  feparate,  the  conjunftion  of  pcrlons  in  fpiritual  bands,in  the  fame  faith, 
and  the  fame  hope,  and  the  union  of  them  in  the  fame  myfticall  head,  is  an 
adunarion  neercr  to  identity  then  rhofe  diftances  between  parents  and  chil- 
dren, which  are  onely  ceniented  by  the  aftions  of  nature  as  it  is  of  diftinft 
ronftderation  from  the  fpirit :  For  JESUS  pointing  to  his  difciples  faid,  Bf- 
hold  my  3  f other  ..and  my  brethren ',  for  whcfoever  doth  the  will  of  my  Father  ^yphich 
is  in  heaven^  he  is  rw)  Brother  and  Sifler  and  Mother.     ^  -         1 4 

But  the  Pharifees  upon  the  occafion  of  the  miracles  renewed  the  old  quar-  ^' 

rell,  he  caft  out  Devils  by  Beelzebub  :  which  fenfelelTe  and  illiterate  objeAion 
CHRIST  having  confuted,  chargd  them  highly  upon  the  guilt  of  an  unpar- 
donable crime,  telling  them,  that  the  fo  charging  thofe  a<5tions  of  his,  done 
in  the  vertue  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  is  a  fin  agamfr  the  holy  Ghoft ',  and  how- 
ever they  might  be  bold  with  the  Son  of  Man ',  and  prevaii cations  againft 
his  words  or  injuries  to  his  perfon  iiiight  upon  repentance  and  Baptifme 
finde  a  pardon",  yet  it  was  a  matter  cf  greater  conf'deratica  to  fin  againft  the 
ho'y  Ghoft ',  that  would  finde  no  pardon  here  nor  hereafter.  But  raking  oc- 
cafion upon  this  dircourfe,he  by  an  ingenious  and  myfterious  parable  gives 
the  world  great  caution  of  recidivation  and  backfliding after  repentance.  For 
if  the  Devil  returns  into  a  houfe  oncefwept  andgarnijhed^  he  bringeth  feven  (firits 
tmre  irrpure  then  hiirfelf  and  the  lafi  eflate  of  that  man  is  worfe  then  theftrft. 

After  this,  jESUS  wen^rom  the  houfe  cf  the  Pharifee,  and  coming  to         i^, 
the  fea  ofliberias  or  Gene  far  eth((oT  it  was  called  Ttberiis  from  a  town  on  the  ; 
hanks  of  the  lake  )  taught  the  people  upon  the  fticre,  himfelf  fitting  in  the  ' 
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P       ry,       fhip,  but  he  taught  them  by  parables,  under  which  were  hid  fiiyfterlauj 

^^     '  renfes,which  ftiined  through  their  veil  like  a  bright  fun  through  an  eye  clo- 

fed  with  a  thin  eye-lid :  it  being  ligh£enough  to  fhew  their  infidelity,  but 
not  to  difpell  thofe  thicke  Egyptian'  darkneiles,  which  they  had  contrafted 
by  their  habitual!  indifpolitions,  and  pertinacious  averfations.  By  thepa- 
*'rable  of  the  fower  fcattering  his  feed  by  the  way  fide,  and  fonie  ©n  ftony, 
*'  fome  on  thorny,fonie  on  goo^  ground,he  intimated  the  feveral  capacities 
or  indifpolitions  of  mens  hearts,  the  carel  efnefle  of  fome ,  the  frowardnefifc 
and  levity  of  others,  the  eafntlTe  andfoftnelfe  of  a  third,  and  how  they  arc 
fpoiled  with  worldlineffe  and  cares,  and  how  many  wayes  there  are  to'mif- 
carry,  and  that  but  one  fort  of  men  receive  the  word,  and  bring  forth  the 
"fruits  of  a  holy  life.  By  the  parable  of  tares  pernfitted  to  grow  amongft 
"the  wheat  he  intimate  the  tolleration  of  diffenting  opinions,  not  deftru- 
^ive  of  piety  or  civil  focieties.  '-  By  the  three  parables  of  the  feed  grow- 

V  "  ing  infenfibly,  of  the  grain  of  muftard  feed  fwelling  up  to  a  tree,  of  a  little 

leaven  qualifying  the  whole  lump,  he  lignified  the  increment  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  the  bleffings  upon  the  Apoitolicall  fermons. 
t.'^.  Which  Parables  when  he  had  privately  to  his  Apoftles  rendred  into  their 

proper  fcnfes,he  added  to  them  two  parables  concerning  the  dignity  of  the 
.  "  Gofpel,  comparing  it  to  treaufre  hid  in  a  field,  and  a  Jewel  of  great  price, 
"  for  thepurchafe  of  which  every  good  merchant  muft  quit  all  that  he  hath 
*'  rather  then  miife  it :  telling  them  withall,  that  however  purity  and  fpiri- 
"  tuall  perfedions  were  intended  by  the  Gofpel,  yet  it  would  not  be  acqui- 
"red  by  every  perfon ',  but  the  piiblike  Profeflforsof  Chriftianity  Jliould  be 
amixt  multitude,  like  a  net  enclofing  fifties  good  and  bad.  After  which 
difcourfes  he  retired  from  the  fea  fide,and  went  to  his  own  city  of  Nazareth,, 

^  fhgt  6i  1  ^^^'^^  ^^  preached  fo  excellently  upon  certain  words  of  the  Prophet^  Ifaiahy 
/•  C  •  •  j.j^^j.  ^11  j.j^^  people  wondred  at  the  wifdom,which  he  exprefied  in  his  Divine 
difcourfes.  But  the  men  of  Nazareth  did  not  do  honour  to  the  Prophec, 
that  was  their  Countryman,  becaufe  they  knew  him  in  all  the  difadvantages 
of  youth,  and  kindred,  and  trade,and  poverty,  ftill  retaining  in  their  minds 
the  infirmities  and  humilities  of  his  frft  years,  and  keeping  the  fame  appre- 
henfions  of  him  a  man  and  a  glorious  Prophet,  which  they  had  to  him  a 
childe  in  the  fhop  of  a  Carpenter.  But  when  JESUS  in  his  fermon  had  re- 
proved their  infidelity,  at  which  he  wondred  and  therefore  did  but  few  mi- . 
racks  there  in  refped  of  what  he  had  done  at  Capernaum,  and  intimated 
the  prelation  of  that  city  before  Nazareth,  they  thruft  him  out  of  the  city, 
and  lead  him  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  city  was  built,  intending 
to  throw  him  down  headlong.  But  his  work  was  not  yet  finiftied  therefore 
he  pajjing  through  the  midjl  of  them  went  his  way. 

^,  JESUS  therefore  departing  from  Nazareth  went  up  and  down  to  all  the 

^7*  towns  and  caftles  of  Galilee,  attended  by  his  Difciples  and  certain  women, 
out  of  whom  he  had  cafl  unclean  fpirits,  fuch  as  were  Mary  Magdalen^  Johan-- 
na.  wife  to  Chuz^a  Herods  Steward,  Sufanna  and  fome  others,who  did  for  him 
offices  of  provifion,  and  miniftred  to  him  out  of  their  own  fubftanre,  and 
became  parts  of  that  holy  Colledge,which  about  this  time  began  to  be  full  j 
becaufe  now  the  Apoftles  were  returned  from  their  preaching  ,  full  of  joy, 
that  the  Devils  were  made  fubieft  to  the  word  of  their  mouth,  and  the  em- 
piie  of  their  prayers,and  invocation  of  the  H.Name  of  JESUS.  But  their  Ma- 
fter  gave  thejn  a  lenitive  to  alTwage  the  tumour  and,  excrefccncy,  intimating 
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that  fiKh  privilcdges  are  not  folid  foundations  of  a  holy  joy  •,  but  fo  far  as  ..- 

they  coopcrart  toward  ihe  great  t\.d  cf  GODS  glory,  and  their  own  falva-  _  '^^  1_ 
tion,  to  which  when  they  are  ccnlign'd ,  and  their  rutmes  written  in  Heaven  yj  i  ^jn^QUftg 
in  the  book  cf  Election,  and  Fegilters  of  Predeflination,  then  their  joy  is  of  certainty  of 
reafonable,  holy,  true,  and  ptrpctuall.  Lu,„iir^n  Part 

But  when  ikr')d  had  heard  thefe  things  of  JESUS,  prefently  his  appre-  y'^^"°"-  '^*'*'' 
henfons  were  fuch  as  derived  from  his  guilt ,  he  thought  it  was /o/;^  the  ^*        « 
Baptifl-,  who  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  and  that  thefe  mighty  works  were 
denionftrationsof  hispower,incrcafedby  the  fuperadditions  of  imniarrali-  ^  irruccm  inco- 
ty  and  diviner  intluences  made  proportionable  to  the  honour  of  a  Mart^T,  l«'^^^'niociiT.u» 
and  the  ftate  of  reparation.  For  a  little  before  this  time  //ero^  had  fent  to  cuJi,q"a:f,T;usr' 
the  Caftle  o(  Macheruns^  where  J^ohn  was  prifoner ,  awd  caufed  him  to  be  inviui. 
beheaded.  His  head  Herodias  buried  in  her  own  Palace?  thinking  to  fecure  Hot, 

it  againft  a  reunion,  left  it  fhould  again  difturb  her  unlawful  lufts ,  and  dif- 
quiet  Htrods  confcience.  ^dut  the  body,  the  Difciples  ofjfobn  gathered  up, 
and  carried  it  with  honour  and  forrow,  and  buried  it  in  Sebafte  in  the  con- 
fines of  Samaria ,  making  his  grave  between  the  bodies  o(ElJ7^eus  and  Ab- 
dias  the  Prophets.  And  about  this  ti«ie  was  the  Pafltorcr  of  the  Jews. 

Difcourfe   14. 

Of  the  excellency^  eafe^  reafonahleneffe^  and  ad-- 

vantages  of  bearing  C  h  a  i  s  t  s  yok^^  and  Itmng 

according  to  his  injiitution. 

He  holy  J  E  S  U  S  came  to  break  from  off  our  necks  two  great 
yokes :  the  one  of  fin,  by  which  we  were  fetrer'd  and  imprifo- 
ned  in  the  condition  of  llavesand  miferable  perfons  j  the  other 
of^fo/fiLaw,  by  which  we  were  kept  in  pupillage  and  mi- 
nority, and  a  ftate  of  iniperfeftion ,  and  aflerted  us  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  GOD.  Thefrft  was  a  Defpotick  Empire,  and 
the  government  of  a  Tyrant.  The  fecond  was  of  a  Schoolmafter,fevere,  ab- 
foluteand  im^jerious,  but  it  was  in  order  to  a  fuither  good ,  yet  nothing 
pleafant  in  the  fuflerance  and  load.  And  now  CHRIST  having  taken  off 
rhtfe  two,hath  put  on  a  third.  He  quits  us  oiom  burden^  but  not  of  our  duty^ 
and  hath  changed  the  foimer  tyranny  ,  and  the lefie  perfe^difcipline,  in- 
to the  fweetnefie  of  paternal  regiment,  and  the  excellency  of  fuch  an  infti* 
tution  whofe  every  precept  carries  part  of  its  reward  in  liand ,  and  alTuran- 
ces  of  after  ^Xonti.Mofes  Law  was  like  fliarp  and  unpleafant  phyfick,certain- 
ly  painful,  but  uncertainly  healthful.  For  it  was  not  then  communicated  to 
them  by  promife  and  univerfal  revelations,  that  the  end  of  their  obedi- 
ence fliouia  be  life  eternal:  Buc  they  were  full  of  hopes  it  might  be  (b 
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.  "Part  in.    ^^  ^^  ^^  of  health,  when  we  have  a  learned  and  wife  PhyficiaH..But  as  yet 

„ .,  the  reward  was  in  a  cIoud,and  the  hopes  in  fetters  and  continenient.  But  rhe 

Lawof  Chrift  is  likeChrifts  healing  of  diieafes,he  does  it  cafily,andhe  doe* 
it  infallibly.  The  event  is  certainly  confequenr,  and  the  manner  of  cure  is 
by  a  touch  ofhishand^  or  a  word  of  his  mouth  or  an  approximation  ts  the  hem 

•  of  his  iaiwent^mthouz  pain  and  vexatious  inftruments.   My  meaning  is  that 

Chrjftianity  is  by  the  afTiftance  of  Chriftsfpirit,  which  he  promifed  us  and 
gave  us  in  the  Gofpel,  made  very  eafie  to  us :  And  yet  a  reward  fo  gi  eat  is 
promifed,  as  were  enough  to  make  a  lame  man  to  walk  ,  and  a  broken  arm 
endure  the  burdenja  reward  great  enough  to  make  us  willing  to  do  violence 
to  all  our  inclinations,paflicns,and  defires.  A  hundred  weight  to  a  gyant  is  a 
light  burden,  becaufe  his  ftrength  is  difpropurtionably  great,and  makes  it  as 
cafie  to  him,as  an  ounce  is  to  a  child.  And  yet  if  we  had  not  the  ftrength  of 
gyants,if  the  hundred  weight  were  of  gold,or  ]ewel?,a  weaker  perfon  would 
think  it  no  trouble  to  bear  that  burden ,  if  it  were  the  reward  of  his  portage 

r and  the  hire  of  his  labours.  7/;ej})7r?t  r/^/ven  to  k;  to  enable  us,  and  heaven 

is  promifed  to  encourage  us,  zhefirft  makes  us  able,  and  the  fecond  makes  us 

'Mfiti       2      w^^^i"§>Sc  when  we  have  power  &  aliedions,we  cannot  complain  of  preflurc- 

JfUttfJ. 1 1 'SO.  ^^^  ^j^  is  that  meaning  of  our  B.Savioui-s  invitation',  Cojve  to  me^fir  my  bur- 
den is  light^vy  yoke  is  eafie^  which  S.John  alfo  obftrved.    For  this  is  the  love  of 

I'.Jehn  5.4.  $.  ^''^?  *^^t  i^f  h^P  his  Cotmundwents-yand  his  commandments  are  not  grievous.  For 
whatfoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  rvorld  j  and  this  is  the  vi^ory,  that 
evercoweth',  even  our  Faith nh^z  is,our  belief  of  Gods  promires,the  promife  of 
the  fpirit  for  prefcnt  aid ,  and  of  heaven  for  the  futLire  reward  is  ftrength 
enough  to  overcome  all  the  world. 

But  belides  that  God  hath  made  his  yoke  e?.fie  by  e::teriour  fupports 
more  then  ever  was  in  any  other  r<:ligion,Chriftianity  is  of  itfelf  according 
to  humane  eftimate,  a  religion  more  eaiie  and  delireable  by  our  naturall 
and  reafonable  appetites  ,  then  fin  in  the  midft  of  all  its  plcafures 
and.  imaginary  felicities.  Vertue  hath  more  pleafure  in  it  then  fin  , 
and  hath  all  fatisfa^ions  to  every  defire  of  man  in  order  to  humane 
and  prudent  ends ,  which  I  fiiall  reprefenc  in  the  con^dtrution  of  thefe 
particulars.  To  live  according  to  the  laws  of  ]  E  S  U  S  is  in  fome  things 
moft  naturall  and  proportionatle  to  the  defires  and  firft  intentions  of  na- 
ture. 2.  There  is  in  it  lefie  trouble  then  in  fin.  9.  It  conduces  infinite- 
ly to  the  content  of  our  lives,  and  naturall  and  politicall  fatisfactions.  4.  It 
is  a  means  to  prefen-e  our  temporall  lives  long  and  healthy.  $.  It  is  moft 
reafonable  and  he  onely  is  prudent ,  that  does  fo,  and  he  a  fool ,  that 
dees  not  j  and  all  this  befides  the  confiderations  of  a  glorious  and  happy 
eternity. 

Concerning  the  firft,  I  confider,  that  we  do  very  ill  when  in  ftead  of  ma- 
king our  Naturall  infirmity  an  inOrument  of  humility ,  and  of  recourfe  to 
the  grace  of  God,we  pretend  the  fin  of  Adam  to  countenance  oura<ftHaJl 
fins,naturallinfirmity  to  excufe  our  malice,  either  laying  Adam  in  fault  for 
deriving  the  difability  upon  us, or  God/or  putting  us  into  the  neceffity.But 
the  evils  that  we  feel  in  this  are  from  the  rebellion  of  the  inferiour  appetite 
againft  rtafon ,  or  againft  any  religion,  that  puts  reftraint  upon  our  firft  de_ 
fires.  And  therefore  in  carnall  and  fenfuall  inftances,  accidentally  we  find 
the  more  naturall  averfentfie,  becaufe  Gods  laws  have  put  our  irafcible  aue 
concupifcible  faculries  in  fetters  aud  rcftraints.,  ycc  in.. matters  of  dut  <i' 
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which  are  ofmnateriaU  and  fpirituall  concernment,  all  our  naturall  reafon    p^j-j.  m. 

is  a  perfcft  enemy  and  coniradithon  to,  and  a  law  agatnj}  vice.   It  is  natural  — ^ 

for  us  to  love  our  paients,  and  they  who  do  nor,  are  unnatural ;  they  do  vio- 
lence to  thofe  difpofitions,  which  GOD  gave  us  to  the  conftitution  of  our 
nature,  and  for  the  defignes  of  vertue ',  and  all  thofe  tendemeffes  of  affe- 
ftion,  thofe  bowels  and  relenting  difpofitions,  which  arc  the  endearmeits 
of  parents,  and  children,  are  alfo  the  bands  of  duty.  Every  degree  of  love 
makes  duty  dele<ftahle,  and  therefore  either  by  nature  we  are  enclined  to 
hate  our  Parents,  which  is  againft  all  reafon  &  e>:pcrience,or  elfe  wc  are  by 
nature  enclined  to  do  to  them  all  tliat  which  is  the  efled  of  love  to  fuch  Su- 
periours  and  principles  of  being  and  dependency  j  and  every  prevaricati- 
on from  t/;e  )«/e,  effe^s^  andexprejfesoflove  \s  a  contradi^rion  zo  WdtuTc^  and 
a  mortification;  to  which  we  cannot  be  invited  by  any  thing  from  within, 
but  by  fomething  fromwjthour,  that  is  violent  and  preternatural.  Theie 
are  alfo  many  other  vertues  even  in  the  matter  of  fcnfual  apperice  which 
none  can  lofe,  but  by  altering  in  fome  degree  the  natural  difpofition.  And  I  , 

inftance  in  the  matter  of  carnality  and  uncleannelTe,  to  which  poflibly  fome 
natures  may  think  themfelves  apt  and  difpos'd  :  but  yet  GOD  hath  put  in- 
to our  mouthes  a  bridle  tocurbe  the  licentioufnelTe  of  olt  fpeedy  appetite, 
putting  into  our  very  natures  a  principle  as  ftrong  to  rcftrain  it,  as  there  is 
in  us  a  difpolition  apt  to  invite  us,  and  this  is  alfo  in  perfons,  who  are  moft 
apt  to  the  vice,  women  and  young  perfons^to  whom  GOD  hath  given  a  niodefty 
and  fhame  of  nature,  that  the  entertainments  of  lufts  may  become  contra-  h-  tinir:^un 
didions  to  our  retreating  and  backward  modefty,  more  then  they  are  fatif-  -^  ^  ^-^  MjiMls 
fa^ions  to  our  too  foi^ward  appetites.  It  is  as  great  a  mortification  and  violence  Miej7»»>««»  .'- 
to  nature  to  blulli,  as  to  lofe  a  defire  ;  and  we  finde  it  true ,  when  perfons  ^A.  -      Ct^ 
axe  invited  to  confel]e  their  fins?  or  to  afk  forgivenelTe  publickly  •,  afecret  ^^  ^  ^    ?^ 
Jmart  is  not  fo  violent  as  a  publkk^jhatne-Sind  dierefore  to  do  an  a(h:ion  which   ^  ^^^^    ^^ 
brings  fhame  all  along,  and  opens  theSanduaries  of  nature,  and  makes  all  ^^^aJ^^m^- 
her  retirements  publick,  and  difmantles  her  inclofure  as  lufi  does,  and  the  X^  ~^Jy  X*'"- 
fliame  of  carnality,  hath  in  it  more  afperity  and  abufe  to  nature  ,  then  the  ^  ^^  jJ^Xt 
fhort  pleafure,  to  which  we  are  invited  can  repay.  There  are  unnatural  Mj,  ^  **"!    "^^i  *** 


lufis  which  are  fuch  in  their  very  condition  &  conAitution,  that  a  Man  muft 


ocl. 


turn  a  Woman,  and  a  Woman  become  a  beaft  in  ading  them  *,  and  all  I'ufis,  >f  .-  ^  c, »  ^. 
that  are  not  unnatural  in  their  own  complexion  9  are  unnaturall  by  a  con-  .    "^^  a?  *' 
fequent  and  accidental  violence.    And  if  lufi  hath  in  it  diifonancies  to  na-  *^!    /    **  '- 
ture,  there  are  but  few  apologies  left  to  excufe  our  iins  upon  natures  ftock  :  T  '-'[^'^'f^'*^ 
and  all  that  fyfteme  of  principles,  and  reafonable  inducements  to  vertue,  "^  *^  !^''- 
which  we  call  thelarv  of  nature-,  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  hrm  ligature  and  in-  y*f  "*  '^^*<"' ^"^ 
coi  poration  of  vertue  to  our  natural  principles,  and  difpofitions,which  who-  "^^  "t*^^"^  *^ 
fo  prevaricates  docs  mere  againft  nature  then  he  that  reftrains  his  appetite,  '^l  l^**^**  **""  *"* 
And  befides  thefe  particulars  there  is  not  in  our  natural  difcourfe  any  incli-  l^  '^-^*  ^*>*'^ 
nation  dirc(^ly,  and  by  intention  of  it  feif  contrary  to  the  love  of  GOD,  "^  *^'^*''  ^'*' 
"^  becaufe  by  |  G  O  D,  J  we  underftand  that  Fountain  of  being ,  which  is  f^'"'  "^^^ 
infinitely  perfed  in  it  felf,  and  of  great  good  "^  to  us ;  and  whatfoeveris  fo  !'"^,  '^  '*^''*  ^ 
apprehended,  it  is  as  natural  for  us  to  love,as  to  love  any  thing  in  the  world',  '='^''''™''*  ^^^' 
for  we  can  love  nothing ,  but  what  wc  believe  to  be  good  in  it  felf,  or  good  <^op'^othu:*l*  • 
to  us.  And  beyond  this,  there  are  in  nature  many  principles  and  reafons  to 
make  an  aptneffe  to  ackji^.n^ledge  and  confejfe  God,  and  by  the  confent  of  nations, 
which  they  alfo  have  learned  from  the  didaces  of  their  nature ,  all  Men  in  ■ 
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Part  m.       ^°"^^  manner  cr  other  wcrfhip  GOD.  And  therefore  when  this  our  nature 

-______! is  determined  in  its  own  indeiinitc  principle  to  the  manner  of  worfiiip  :  all 

afts  againft  the  love^  the  obedience^  and  itje  rvorjLi^  oj  GOD  are  aifo  againfi  na- 
ture, and  ol^cr  It  fonie  rudene^e  and  viclence.  And  I  ftiall  obfervt  th!S,and 
.  refer  it  to  every  Mans  reafon  and  experience,  that  the  great  difficulties  of 
d«  A^-xandrr  ^*^^^^'^  commonly  apprehended  commence  not  lb  n^uch  upon  the  fiock  cf 
pxdagogusqui-  nature,  as  of  edi-cation,  and  evil  habits.  Oiu'  vertues  are  difficult ,  becaufe 
bufdaTi  eum  vi-  We  at  firft  get  ill  habits,  and  thefe  habits  mufr  \  e  unrooted  ,  before  we  do 
"^simbuit,  qu2  wtll,  and  that's  our  trouble.  But  if  by  the  ftritSneiTe  of  difcipline,  and  whol- 
q- &?jm  ?ax'  ^*^'*^^  education  we  begin  at  tlrft  in  our  duty,  and  the  praftice  of  vertuous 
mum  KegemTb  Principles,  we  fhall  fmde  vertue  made  as  natural  to  us ,  while  it  is  cujiontary 
ilia  infticucione  and  habiiuaL,  as  we  pretend  infirmity  to  be  and  prcpeni^ty  to  vitious  pradi- 
puerili  funr  pro-  fes.  And  this  we  are  taught  by  that  excellent  Hebrew  who  faid ,  Wifdom  is 
fecuta  Quinril  ^^fHy  y^^^^  ^j  ^f,^^  that  love  her ,  and  found  of  fuch  asfeek  her^  jhe  prevemeth 
WiCd  5  1 2  r2  ^^^^  ^^^^  -^^^  ^■'^^  '"  making  herfelfpji  kriorvn  unto  them.  Whofo  feeketh  her 
14    '  *  early  j}) all  have  no  great  travel^  for  hejhallfinde  her  fitting  at  his  doors. 

.  2.  In  the  ftrift  obfervances  of  the  Law  of  Chriftianicy  there  is  lelle  trou- 

ble then  in  the  habitual  courfes  of  fin.For  if  we  conf  der  the  general  defigne 
of  Chriftianity,  it  propounds  to  us /n  this  world  nothing  that  is  cf  difficult 
purchafe ,  nothing  beyond  what  GOD  allots  us  by  the  ordinary  and  com- 
mon providence,  fuch  things  which  we  are  to  receive  without  care  and  fo- 
licitcus  venations.  So  that  the  ends  are  not  /'7^,and  the  way  is  eafie ,  and  this 
walk'd  over  with  much  timplicity  and  fweetnelTe ,  and  thofe  obtain'd  with- 
out difficulty.  He  tliat  propounds  to  himfeif  to  live  low,  pious,  humble, 
and  retir'd,  his  main  imployment  is  nothing  but  fitting  quiet,  asd  undi- 
fturb*d  with  variety  of  impertinent  affairs.  But  he  that  loves  the  World 
anditsacquifitions,  entertains  a  thoufand  bulinefies ,  and  every  bufinelie 
hath  a  world  of  imployment,and  every  imployment  is  multiplied  and  made 
intricate  by  circumftances ',  and  every  circumftance  is  to  be  difputed  i  and 
he  that  difputes,  ever  hath  two  iides  in  enmity  and  oppof  tion,  and  by  this 
time  tliere  is  a  genealogy,a  long  defcent  and  cognation  of  troubles,  brajich-^ 
"•  ed  into  fo  many  particulars,  that  it  is  troublefome  to  underhand  them,  und 

much  more  to  run  through  theqi.    The  wayes  of  vertue  are  very  much  up- 
on the  defenfive?  and  the  wcrkone,  uniform,  and  little  ;  they  are  like  war 
within  a  ftrong  Caftle,  if  they  ftand  upon  their  guard,  they  feldom  need  to 
flrike  a  ftroke.  But  a  vice  is  like  ftorming  of  a  Fort  ?  full  of  noife,  trouble, 
labour,  danger,  and  difeafe.  How  eafie  a  thing  is  it  to  reftore  the  pledge? 
but  if  a  Man  ntcans  to  defeat  him  that  trufled  him ,  what  a  world  of  arts 
muft  he  ufe  to  make  pretences  ?  to  delay  firft,  then  to  excufe,  then  to  ob- 
je<^,  then  to  intricate  the  bufinelTe  j  next,  to  quarrel,  then  to  forfwear  it  j 
and  all  the  way  to  palliate  his  crime,  and  reprelent  himfelf  honeft".  And  if 
an  oppreffing  and  greedy  ptrfon  have  a  defigne  to  coxen  a  young  Heir,  or 
to  get  his  Neighbours  land,  the  cares  of  every  day ,  and  the  interruptions 
of  every  nights  fieep  are  niore  then  the  purchafe  is  worth ,  fince  he  might 
Nap  ftatum  cu    |^uy  vertue  at  half  that  watching,  and  the  lefie  painful  care  of  a  fewer  num- 
t^teaimeliu"  in-  ^Jerofdayes.   A  plain  Oory  is  fooneft  told,  and  beft  confutes  an  intricate 
rocentia  tueor,    b'^«  And  when  a  perfon  is  examined  in  judgement ,  one  falfe  anfwer  afks 
quam  eloqwen     more  wit  for  its  fupport  and  maintenance,  then  a  Hiftory  of  truth.  And  fuch 
tia.  Quniil.dial.  perfons  are  put  to  fon.anv  fiiawieful  retreats,  falfe  colours,  Fucus's  and 
o''^C'  dawbings  with  qntemperd  niorter  to  avoid  contradidion  or  difcovery,  that 

the 
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the  labour  of  a  falfc  ftory  fcems  in  the  order  of  things  to  be  defignetl  the    p^^ ,.   j  \  j^ 

beginning  of  its  puniflinient.  And  if  wc  confider  how  great  a  pare  of  our L 

religion  confifts  in  prayer,  and  how  eafie  a  thing  God  requires  of  us ,  when 
he  commands  us  to  pray  for  blefTings,  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian  cannot  fcem 
very  troublcfonie. 

And  Indeed  I  can  hardly  infiancein  any  vice  but  there  is  vifibly  more 
pain  in  the  order  of  a(^ing,  and  obferving  it  then  in  the  acq^jift:  or  promo- 
tion of  vertue.  I  have  feen  drunken  perfons  in  their  Teas  of  ''"drink  and  talk,  ^ 
dread  every  cup  as  a  blow,  and  have  ufed  devices  and  private  arts  to  efcape  n?£is  e"-^Tc^"*  * 
the  punifhment  of  a  full  draught,  and  the  poor  wretch  being  condemned  |ygio)q*JiTpr«' 
by  the  laws  of  drinking  to  his  meafrre  was  forced  and  haled  to  execution,  lt*ri  fibi  a  nobis 
and  he  futtered  it,  and  thought  himfelf  engaged  to  that  perfon ,  who  with  i"^">  "'^  ^ola-n 
much  kindnefle  and  importunity  invited  him  to  a  feaverj  but  certainly  "^'^'"^^^^^  ^"* 
there  was  more  pain  in  it,  then  in  the  f^ri^nefle  of  holy  and  fevcre  tern-  ce^'humiiS- 
perance.  And  he  that  flial/ compare  the  troubles,  aild  dangers  of  an  ambi-  cem*  fobrieu- 
tious  war  with  the  gentleneiTe,and  eafines  of  peace,  will  foon  perceive,  that  'V''  n^^cri^or- 
every  tyrant,  and  ufurping Prince,  that  fnatches at  his  Neighbours  rights,  ji*^'"' y^^'[^ 
hath  two  armies,  one  of  n>cn,  and  the  other  of  cares.  Peace  fbcds  no  blood  omnm^non  one- 
but  of  the  pruned  vine  and  hath  no  buifinefie  but  modeft  and  qufet  enter-  rant  nos  fed  or- 
tainmentsofthetime,  opportune  for  piety,  and  circled  with  reward.  But  'lant  ?Salvian. 
God  often  punifhes  ambition  and  pride  with  luft  *,  and  he  fent  a  ihornc  m  5- 

the  flefh  as  a  corrc^-ive  to  the  elevations  and  grandtxTji  of  S.  Paul,  grov/ing  H  ^ifi'^,  <^i{]t~' 
up  from  the  multitude  of  his  revelations ',  and  it  is  not  likely  thepnnifh-  ^'f  ^^^  ""n  -^^ 
aient  fhould  have  leffe  trouble  then  the  crime,  whofe  pleafures  and  obli- '^^X"e?»  «'^^'j- 
qufty  this  was  designed  to  punifli.  And  indeed  every  experience  can  verifie,  -'*  «->«^««>i'  «»*f 
that  an  adulterer  hath  in  him  the  impatience  of  dcfires,  the  burnings  of  luft,  '^«^.pm^s'7m  5  ;- 
the  fearof  fhame,  the  apprehenfions  of  a  jealous,  abufed,  and  an  enraged  "^^^^^  ^  H'^' 
Husband.  He  endures  affronts,  miftimings,  tedious  waytings ,  the  (iulnef!e  ^'>*^^^ '^^?^- 
of  delay  ,  the  regret  of  interruption,  the  confufion  and  amazements  of  dif-  e?>-  Philo. 
covery,the  fcorn  of  a  reproached  vice,  thedebalings  of  contempt  upon  it,  ^■•^oK^^t^rifov  i 
iinlef^e  the  man  growes  impudent,  and  dien  he  is  more  miferable  upon  ano-  ''r»^^''«  -^  a«^. 
ther  ftock.  But  David  was  fo  put  to  it  to  attempt,  to  obtain,  to  enjoy  Bath-  S-  Chryfofl, 
fhcba,and  to  prevent  the  fhame  of  it,  that  the  difficulty  was  greater  then  ^  'O-m^.uTn'tui- 
all  his  wit  and  power,  and  it  drove  him  into  bafe  and  unworthy  arts ,  which  ^'  «^^M5«f7«»^ 
difcovered  him  the  more  and  multiplied  his  crime.    But  while  he  enjoyed 
the  innocent  pleafures  of  his  lawful!  bed,he,  had  no  more  trouble  in  it,then  ..Et  Cecropi^ 
there  was  in  inclining  his  head  upon  his  pillow.  The  rvayes  of  fin  are  crooked,  domas 
dt^fert^  rof^;  W  LTjnew,  they  are  broad  indeed  and  there  is  variety  of  ruinSj^^rnum  op- 
and  allurements  to  entice  fools ,  and  a  large  theatre  to  at'r  the  bloody  tra-  '^  '^^^^"'b  ^^^^ 
gediesof  fouls  upon  :  but  they  are  nothing  fmooth,  or  fafc,  or  delicate.  Re^uoi^'Ift^uTca 
The  wayes  of  vertue  are  flreight  but  mt  crooked  '•,  narrow^  but  not  unple^iftnt.  iibldines. 
There  are  two  vices  for  one  vernie,  and  therefore  the  way  to  hell  muft  ^^r.  ■ 

needs  be  of  greater  extent  latitude  and  diffcmination  :  But  becaufe  vertue  ^''^*'^»*  '^P'^f^'^t 
is  but  one  way,  therefore  it  is  eafie,  regular,  and  apt  to  walk  in  without  ='«*T»f.Jf7/i/.5. 
errour  or  diverfions.  Narrow  is  the  gate,  and  flreight  is  the  vray.  It  is  true,  7« 
confidering  our  evil  cuftoms,  and  depraved  natures,  by  which  we  have 
made  it  fo  to  us.  But  God  hath  made  it  more  paflable  by  his  grace  and  pre- 
fent  aides,  and  S.  j^ohn  Baptifl:  receiving  his  Commiflion  to  preach  repent- 
ance,it  was  exprelTed  in  thefe  ^o^(i%[make  plain  the  paths  o/t/;eZlor(^.  J  Indeed 
Repentance  is  a  rough  and  a  fharp  vertue ,  and  like  a  wiatccck  and  fpadc 

breaks 
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Pare   III.     ^^'^^^^  ^^^y  2^^  thcroughnciTcsof  the  pefTage,  and  hinderances  of  fin  :  bftt 

,_ 1_  when  we  enter  into  the  difpcfitions,  which  Chrift  harh  defigned  to  us ,  the 

way  is  more  plain  and  eafie,  then  the  wayes  cf  Death  andHtll.  Labour  ic 
hath  in  it,  j  uft  as  all  things  that  are  e>:ccrient,  but  no  confiif  ons ,  no  diHra- 
<^ions  of  thought,  no  amazements,  no  labyrinths,  and  inaicacy  of  couh- 
fels :  But  it  is  like  the  labours  of  Agriculture,  full  of  health  and  fimplicity, 
plain  and  profitable ,  requiring  diligence,but  fuch  in  which  crafts  and  pain- 
riill  Aratagemes  are  ufelcfe,  and  impertinent.  But  vice  hath  oftentimes fo 
troublefome  a  retinue  and  fo  many  ob)ed:ions  in  the  event  cf  things ,  is  fo 
entangled  in  difficult,  and  contradictory  circumftances,  hath  in  it,  parts  fo 
oppofite  to  each  other,  and  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
man ,  or  fome  fecret  defign  ef  his,  that  thofe  little  plealiires ,  which  are  its 
fucus  and  pretence,  are  lefle  perceived  and  leaft  enjoyed,  while  they  begin 
in  phantafticke  femblances,and  rife  up  in  fmoak,  vain,and  hurtfull,  and  end 
in  diflatisfadion. 
^.  But  it  is  confiderable,  that  God  and  the  (inner  and  the  Devil,all  ioyn  in 

encreafing  thedifficuky,  and  trouble  of  fin,  upon  contrary  defignes  in- 
deed, but  all  cooperate  to  the  verification  of  this  difcourfe.Fcr  God  by  his 
reftraining  grace  and  the  checks  of  a  tender  confcience,  and  the  bands  cf 
publike  honefty,  and  the  fenfe  of  honour,  and  reputation,  and  the  cufton  es 
of  nations  ,  and  the  feverities  of  laws  makes  ,  that  in  moft  men 
the  choice  of  vice  is  imperfeft ,  dubious  and  troublefome,  and  the  plea- 
fures  abated,  and  the  appreheniions  various  and  in  diftering  degrees:  and 
men  ad:  their  crimes,  while  they  are  difputing  againft  them,  and  the  ba- 
^  lance  is  caft  by  a  few  grains :  and  fcruples  vex  and  difquiet  the  polTeflion , 
and  the  difference  is  perceived  to  be  fo  little,  that  inconfideration  and  inad- 
vertency is  the  greateft  means  to  determine  many  men  to  the  entertain- 
ment of  a  fin.  And  thi£,God  does  with  a  defigne  to  lel!en  our  choice  ,  and 
to  difabufe  our  perfuafions  from  arguments  and  weak  pretences  of  vice,and 
to  invite  us  to  the  trials  of  vertue,  when  we  fee  its  enemy  giving  us  fo  ill 
conditions.  And  yet  the  finnerhimfelf  makes  the  buifnef  e  cf  fin  greater, 
for  its  nature  is  fo  loathfome,  and  its  pleafure  fo  little,  and  its  pro- 
mifes  fo  unperformed ,  th.:t  when  it  lies  open,  eafie  and  apt  to  be  difcerned^ 
there  is  no  argument  in  itrcady  to  invite  us.  And  men  h.'te  a  vice,  which 
is  every  day  offered  and  proftitute,  and  when  they  feek  fcr  pleafi^e,  unleffe 
difjiculty  prefents  it,  as  there  is  nothing  in  it  really  to  perfuade  a  choice ,  fo 
there  is  nothing  Orong,  or  witty  enough  toabufeaman.  And  to  this  pur- 
pofc  (amongft  feme  others,  which  are  malicious  and  crafty  )  the  Devil  gives 
affiftance ,  knowing  that  men  defpife  what  is  cheap  and  common ,  and 
fufpeft  a  latent  excellency  to  be  in 'difficult,  and  forbidden  ob;e<f^s  j  and 
therefore  the  Devil  fometimescroffes  an  opportunity  of  fin,  knowing  that 
the  defre  is  the  iniquit)' ,  and  does  his  work  fufficiently ,  and  yet  the  crof- 
fing  the defire  by  impeding  the  aft  heightens  the  appetite,  and  maizes  it 
more  violent  and  impatient '^  but  by  all  thefe  means,  fin  is  frade  mc^re 
-troublefome  then  the  pleafures  cf  the  temptation  can  account  for,  and  ic 
will  be  a  ftrange  imprudence  to  leave  vertue  upon  pretence  of  its  diff]cul- 
ty,whenfor  that  veryreafon  we  the  rather  entertain  the  inftances  of  fin^ 
defpifing  a  cheap  'finne  and  a  ccftly  vertue  ',  choofing  to  walk 
through  thebramblescfadefert,  rather  then  to  climb  the  fruits  trees  of 
Baradife. 

3.  Vermc" 
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9.  Vertue  conduces  infinitely  to  the  content  of  our  lives,  to  fecular  fa"    ^ut  IIL 

Ikiries,  and  Poiicicall  fatisfadions,  and  vice  does  che  quite  conaary.  For  , 

the  bleiTmgs  of  this  life  are  thefc  that  make  it  happy ,  peace  and  qutetneffe^  7, 

content  and  fatisfa^ion  of  defires ,  riches ,  love  of  friends  and  Neighbours^ 
honour  and  reputation  abroad^  a  bealthfull  body  y  and  a  long  life.  This  laft 
is  a  diftinft  coniidcration ,  but  the  other  are  proper  to  this  title.  For 
the  fuft  it  is  certain.  Peace  yvzs  fo  defigned  by  the  Holy  JESUS, 
that  he  framed  all  his  laws  in  complyance  to  that  defign.  He  tint 
returns  good  for  evil  ,  a  foft  anfwcr  to  the  afperity  of -his  Enemy, 
kindnetle  to  injuries,  leffens  the  contention  alwaies,  and  fometimes 
gets  a  friend,  and  when  he  does  not,  he  fiiames  his  Enemy.  Every 
little  accident  in  a  family  to  f/eeviih  and  angry  perfons  is  the  matter  of  a  »j^alignum  himc- 
guarrell,  and  every  quarrell  difconipofes  the  peace  of  the  houre,and  fets  it  on  forfan  ^S^ 
nre,  and  no  man  can  tell  how  far  that  may  burn  ,  it  n.ay  be  to  a  diflb- BgoefTe  mi.eruai 
lution  of  the  whole  fabrick.  'But  whofoever  obeyes  the  laws  of  j  E  S  U  S,  credo  cui  phczt 
bears  with  the  infirmities  of  his  relatives  and  focier)^  feekswirh  fweet-  NemoviViai-t.ep. 
nefie  to  remedy  what  is  ill ,  and  to  prevent  what  it  may  produce , 
and  throwcs  water  upon  a  fpark,  and  lives  (wcerly  with  his  wife, 
ai^edionarely  with  his  children,  providently  and  difcrectly  with  h'sfer- 
vanrs,ajxi  they  all  love  the  i^<i)or^')7«o,  and  look  upon  him  as  their  Pa- 
rent ^  their  Guardian,  their  Friend ^  their  Patron^  their  Proveditore.  Buc 
look  upon  a  perfon  angry,  peacelefle,  and  difturbed,  when  he  enters  upon 
his  threfliold ,  it  gives  an  alarm  to  his  houfe,  and  putts  them  to  flight, 
or  upon  their  defence  *,  and  the  wife  reckons  the  joy  of  her  day  is 
done,  when  he  returns,  and  the  children  enquire  into  their  Fathers  age, 
and  thinke  his  life  tedious ,  and  the  fervants  curfe  privately,  and  do  their 
fei^vice  as  flavcsdo,  onely  when  they  dare  not  do  othcrwifc  *,  and  they 
fene  him,  as  theyferve  a  Lyon,  they  obey  his  ftrengrh ,  and  fear  his 
cruelty  ,  and  defpife  his  manners ,  and  hate  his  perfon.  No  man  en- 
joys content  in  his  family,  but  he  that  is  peacefull  and  charitable, 
j-ufl  and  loving,  forbearing  and  forgiving,  careful!  and  provident.  He 
that  is  not  fo,  his  houfe  may  be  his  caftle,  but  it  is  ntanned  by  Ene- 
mies, /;//  houfe  is  built  not  upon  the  fandy  but  upon  the  waves,  and  - 
upon  a  tempeft  :  the  foundation  is  uncertain,  but  his  ruin  is  not  fo. 

And  if  we  extend  the  relations  of  the  man  beyond  his  own  walls,  I,  . 

he  that  does  his  duty  to  his  Neighbour,  that  is,  all  offices  of  kind- 
nelTe,  gentleneiTe  ,  and  humanity,  nothingof  injury  and  afiront^  is  cer- 
tain never  to  meet  with  a  wrong  fo  great  as  is  the  inconvenience  of  a  Law- 
foit,  or  the  contention  of  neighbours  ^  and  all  the  confequent  dangers  and 
inconvenience.    Kindnefle  will  create,  and  invite  kindnelTe ',  an  injury 
provokes  an  injmy  and  fince  the  love  of  Neighbours  is  one  ofthofe  beau-    . 
ties ,  which  Solomon  did  admire ,  and  that  this  beauty    is   within  the 
combination  of  pi-ecious  things,  which  adorn,  and  reward  a  peaceable, 
charital>ledirporicion*.  He  that  is  in  love  with  fpirituall  eycellencies,  with 
intelle(^uall  reditudes,  with  peace  and  with  bleffuigs  of  fociety ,  knows  ^"Ojt^T*  ^w"- - 
they  grow  amongft  the  rofebullies  of  vertne,and  holv  obedience  to  theVvcj^  lei^fM, 
laws  of  ]E5US.    And   for  a  good    man   feme    will   even  darc^to  die^ix-^uKS^^T^ct^ 
and  a  fweet  and  charitable  difpofition  is  received  with  fondnefTc,  and  >i^  irm  <pctl\<if 
all  the  endeerments  of  the  Neighbourhood.  He  that  obfcrves  how  many  s-e^py.  y^jcc^. 
families  are  ruind  by  contention,  "^  and  how  »wny  fpi^t^^  arc  broken  by  3.1^. 

the 
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Part  HI.        ^^^  ^^'•^'  ^"^  confumely,  and  fear,  and  fpice ,  which  are  CHtcrtained  as  ad- 

^ .^ vocates  to  promoce  a  fuir  of  Law,  will  foon  coafeiTe,  that  a  great  loUe ,  and 

peaceable  quitting  of  a  coniiderable  intereft  is  a  purchafe   and  a  gain, 

in  reiped:  of  a  long  fuit,   and  a  veTiatious  qu^inell.    And  ftill  if  the 

proportion  rifes  higher,  the  reafoii  fv/ells   and  growes  mere  necefTary 

•AoI*piM/a  tS     aqd  determinate.    For  if  we  would    live  according  to  the  Difcipline 

Cm  pxim^i^  iv.  of  Chriftian  religion,one  of  the  great  plagues,  which  vex  the  world,  would 

toJVc^xIsf.Po//.  he  no  more.  That  there  fliould  be  no  v/arswas  one  of   the  dedgnes  of 

DixitM.cacoa-  Chriftianity ,  and  the  living   according   to    that   inftitution,  which  is 

pudA.GelJ.l.f3  ai^i^  fo  prevent  all  wars,  and  to  eftablifh  an  univerfall,  and  eternall 

^GuhmAtTel^ll  P*^^^^ '  "^^^^  ^^  '^ obeyed,  is  the  ufmg an  infallible  inf!run':ent toward  that 

accgoillis,  quia  P^ri^  cf  our  Politicall  happinelle, which  confiftsin  peace.   This  world  would 

nequeunt  egere.    b^  an  image  of  heaven^  if  all  men  \were  charnable^peaceable^  juft,  and  loving.  To 

2.  this  excellency  all  thofe  precepts  of  Chrift,  which conlift  in  forbcarance^id 

Neq:mala  vel  ^^  forgiveneffe  do  cooperate. 

•^^".^?!Jf,^?«n.?t  Si^t  the  next  inftance  of  the  reward  of  holy  obedience  and  conformity 
confliftari  ad-  to  Cnriiis  laws  is  it  lelr  a  duty  and  neecs  no  more  but  a  meer  repetition  of 
verfisvideantar,  it.  We  muft  be  Content  in  every  ftate,  and  becaufe  Chriftianity  teaches 
beatos,ac  plcrof-  ^^s  this  lelTon,  it  teaches  us  to  be  happy  ',  for  nothing  from  with- 
ma^cnas'peropes  ^^  ^^"  mzke  US  miferable,  unlel^e  we  joyn  our  own  confents  to  it, 
iriferrimosjfi  iiJi  ^"d  apprehend  it  fuch ,  and  entertain  it  in  our  fad  and  melancholy  re- 
gravemfortunam  tirements.  A  prifon  is  but  a  retirement,  and  opportunity  of  ferious 
conftanter tole-  thoughts  to  a  perfoH ,  who'sfpirit  is confined,  and  apt  to  lit  ftill,  andde- 
[n!!^nnfil.  ^^on   ^^^^  "^  eHlargemeut  beyond  the  cancels  of  the  body,  til]   the  ftate 

inconiui.CC  llCail-        c   f  •ti'/"f*  T'Ti  -r^  •  • 

tur.Tadc3Fil.6.  Or  reparation  calls  it  fotihinto  a  fair  liberty.  But  every  retirement  is  a 

Siceleres    prifon  to  a  loofe  and  wandring  fannc  ,  forwhofewildnef?e  no  precepts  are 

(fortuna)  quacit  reftiaint,  no  band  of  duty  isconfinemen: ,  who  when  he  hath  broken  the 
qSdft^  ec  m°e a  ^^^  ^^^S^  of  duty  ,  can  never  after  endurc  anyenclofure  fo  much  as  in  a 
virtute  me  invol- ^y^^^ol-  But  this  precept  is  fo  necelTary,  that  itis  not  more  a  duty,  then  a 
vo  :  probamq;  rule  cf  prudence  ,  and  in  many  accidents  of  our  lives  it  is  the  onely  cure 
Pauperiemfme  of  fadnefie^  for  it  is  certain  that  no  providence  lefie  then  divine  can  pre- 
do^equ^^o  y^j^j.  evil  and  crol^e  accidents  j  but  that  is  an  excellent  remedy  to  the  c- 
KiwvHi^TTKf-  ^^^  that  receives  the  accident  within  its  power,  and  takes  outthcfting, 
^HA  '  '^r''"*^'"-  P'^^"^"^  thenailes,  and  drawing  the  teeth  of  the  wild  beaft  thatitmay  be 
x»'"^?Z)'^  tame,  orharmleCe  and  niec'!cinall.  For  all  content  confifts  in  the  pro- 
o-ifoifji^  Jr  portion  oftheobjed  to  the  appetite,  and  becaufe  externall  accidents  are 
'^riri*''  '^xr-  "°^  ^"  °"'  power,  and  it  were  nothing  excellent ,  that  things  happened  to 
«^a^^,97  i^-  ^^  according  to  our  firft  defres ',  God  hath  by  his  grace  put  it  into 
•  't.^^/)tl  /  ^^'^  o^v"  po'^^^i"  to  make  the  happinelle  by  making  our  defires  defcend  to 
jjiMptf^.  p  oc .  |-}i(.  event,  and  comply  with  the  chance, and  combine  with  all  the  ifiiiesof 
»NontniT2az;c  Divine  providence.  And  then  we  are  noble  perfons,  when  we  borrow  not 
neqiconfularis'*  our  Content  from  things  below  us,  but  make  ourfatisfacftions  from  ^  with- 
SuTmevetliftor  in.  And  it  may  be  coiifidered ,  that  every  little  care  may  difquiet  us,  and 
reileros  tumiil:us  x\\2Cj  encreafe  it  felf  by  reflexion  upon  its  own  a<^s ,  and  every  difcontent 
la  Teau  ci' cif  r  "^''^  difowp^fe  ourfpirits,  and  put  an  edge,  and  make  afrlid"ions  poynarr, 
Teda  volartcs-  ^^^^  cannot  take  off  one  from  us,but  makes  everyone  to  be  two.  But  content 
Hor  1.2  od  icj,  removes  not  the  accident,  but  complies  with  it ,  it  takes  away  the  fharp- 
Qusircunq  for-  neife  ,  and  difpleafure  of  it,  and  by  ftooping  down  makes  the  higheft 
tervidcris,n;i.c  ^qi^a]]^  pi-oportionab-le ,  and  corrmenfurate.  Impatience  makes  an  ague 
Senec.Tag.        ^^  be  a  Feaver,and  every  Feaver  to  be  a  CaleKturc,  aiKl  that  Calenture  may 

expire 
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cKpire  in  madnclTe  :  But  a  quiet  fpint  is  a  great  difpofition  to  health,  and  ■^'*^*'^  >*"'«? 
for  the  prefent  does  alleviate  the  ticknefle.    And  this  alfo  is  notorious  in  w^f«^^^««f. 
the  inftance  of  coTetoufnclTe.  The  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  vHjich  Seph^cLTereus 
ypbile  fome  have  coveted  after ^  they  have  pierced  thetrfelves  with  manyfovKms.  w«  a9>«i/|/«r« 
Vice  makes  poor,  and  does  ill  endui-e  it.  "^^  H>*p/4^iw. 

For  he  that  in  the  School  of  CHRIST  hath  learned  to  determine  his  it-  ^'^roajf. 
fires,  when  his  needs  are  ferved,  and  to  judge  of  his  needs  by  the  proporti-  cJ^I  ^f^uTa  Pa 
ons  of  nature,  hath  nothing  wanting  towards  riches.  Verruc  nvdkts poverty  tris^desConibrl 
to  become  rich^  and  no  riches  canfatist^e  a  Ci^vetous  minde  ,  or  refciie  him  tcm  Sodum  fal- 
from  the  afflidion  of  the  worft  kinde  of  poverty.  He  oneljvoants  thai  is  not  'ac  ^  hofpicem 
fatisfied.    And  there  is  great  infelicity  in  a  Family  ,  where  poverty  dwels  ni^^u^r^^*' 
with  difcontenf,  there  the  Hulland  and  Wife  quarrel  for  want  of  a  full  perS,rdlfcenIir 
table,  and  a  rich  wardrobe :  and  their  love,  that  was  built  upon  falfe  arches  probs  Creicunc 
links^  when  fuch  temporary  fupporters  are  removed  ',  they  are  like  two  Mil-  divhije,tarrcn 
fiones  which  fet  the  Mill  'on  fire,  when  they  want  corn  j  and  then  their  ^^'^^'J^^^'^'l^^ 
combinations  and  fociety  were  unions  of  luD",  or  not  fupported  with  religi-  HorT?  o^iT.' 
ous  love.  But  we  may  eafily  fuppofeS.  J'feph^  and  the  holy  Virgin  Mother  — veldicquid 
in  Egypt  poor  as  hunger,  forfaken  as  banifliment,difconrobte  as  Grangers  ',  rcfer.u  intra  Na- 
and  yet  their  prefent  lot  gave  them  noaffliftion,  becaufcthe  Angel  fed  tur«  fines  wen- 
them  with  a  neceflary  hofpi  tali ty,  and  their  defres  were  no  larger  then  their  arSiffe  arec^' 
tables,  and  their  eyes  lookt  onely  upwards ,  and  they  were  carelel^e  of  the  vc  titi  Ci  fit  opus 
future,  and  careful  of  their  duty,  and  To  made  their  life  pleafanc  by  the  liquidinonam- 
meafures  and  difcourfcs  of  Divine  1  hiiofophy.  When  Ehjha  ftretched  him^  ^^^\^^^J^^ 
felf  upon  the  body  of  thechilde ,  and  laid  hands  to  hands,  and  applyed  n^awio  de  flu-* 
mouth  to  mouth,  and  fo  fhrunkhimfelf  into  the  pofture  of  commenfuia-  nine  n-alhm, 
tion  with  the  childe,  he  brought  life  into  the  dead  trunk :  and  fo  may  we  Quam  cxf^nticu- 
by  applying  our  fplrjts  to  the  proportions  of  a  narrow  fortune  bring  life  and  ^°  "fTtun<ie;n$»- 
vivacity  into  our  dead  and  left  condition,  and  make  it  live  till  it  grows  big-  !?:l?A*r  ?  ^^^ 

ir  1      1  »  I  r  I  r  ^    iiiorut  11  quos 

er,  or  elfe  returns  to  healrh,  and  falutary  ufes.  deletftet  copiaiu- 

And  befides  this  Philofophical  extradion  of  gold  from  ftones,  and  riches  Ho  Cum  ripa  fi- 
from  the  dungeon  of  poverty,  a  holy  life  does  moft  probably  procure  fuch  fTuiavul!osferat 
a  proportion  of  riches,  which  can  beufeful  to  us ,  or  conHftent  with  our  fe-  Acad  cantui'i  es 
licity.  For  befides  that  the  holy  JESUS  hath  promifed  all  things ,  which  get  q"  znto  lilol 
6ur  heavenly  Father  ^«o»7?j-w?f/ieeii  (provided  we  do  our  duty)  and  that  we  pusjisneq- limo 
finde  great  fecurities  and  reft  from  care,  when  we  have  once  caft  our  cares  Turbatam  hauiic 
upon  GOD,  and  placed  our  hopes  in  his  bofom ,  befides  all  this)  the  tern-  ^^^^-^j. "^q?  vw 
peiance,  lobriety,  and  prudence  of  a  Chnftian  is  agreatmcome,  and  by  undis.Hor.Serm, 
notdcfpifingit,  a  fmall  revenue,  combines  its  parts  till  itgrows  toa  heap  I  i  Satr. 
big  enough  for  the  emifTions  of  charity,  and  all  the  offices  of  juftice  ,  and  ~:?e;»c/ati/>> 
the  fupplies  cf  all  necefiities :  Whileft  vice  is  unwary,  prodigal,  and  indif-  didfuvm  hu 
creet,  throwing  away  great  revenues  as  tributes  to  intemperance  ai^d  vani-  ;^yof  \aCe?»/-  - 
ty,  and  fuJt'ering  dilfolution  and  forfeiture  cf  eftates  as  a  punilliment  and  Wo»,  «A'  *Kffr-  ^ 
curfe^  Some  fins  are  dired  improvidence,  and  ill  huibandry  •,  I  reckon  in  <?>»  5*0])/^. £/^^,. 
this  number  intemperance^  lufl^  litigioufnejfe^  ambition^  bribery^ prodigality^  "^ ga-  *^l«ane>erce..c 
ming^pride^facriledge^  which  is  the  greateft  fpender  of  them  all,  and  makes  "'^^  '"crandi 
a  fair  eftate  evaporate  like  Camphire  turning  it  into  nothing ,  no  Man  fftatrut^cumom 
knowes  which  way.  But  what  the  Roman  gave  as  an  eftimate  of  a  rich  Man,  nia  defecerunr, 
faying.  He  that  can  maintain  an  erfmyinich^  was  bur  a  fliort  account  j  forhe  novjiiiro  ja(au 
that  can  maintain  an  Army,  may  be  begger  d  by  one  vice,  and  i  c  is  a  raft  re-  ^^  li^ertate.Sc  de 
venue,  that  will  pay  the  debt-booksof  iutemperaace  or  luft.  danrTad°  dc"" 
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Pjj-j.   TTT         T  othdc  if  wcsddcth^itvertue  is  ^  honcui  able  ^  and  a  great  advantage  to 

, '__  a  fair  reputation,  that  it  is  praifed  by  them ,  that  *  love  h  not^  that  it  is  ho- 

I  J.  noured  by  the  followers  and  family  of  vice,  that  it  forces  glory  out  cf 
*Vinusrepul-  fliame,  honour  from  contempt",  that  it  reconciles  men  to  the  fountain  of 
faenefciafordidae  honour,  the  Almighty  God ,  who  will  honour  them^  that  honour  him ',  there 
intaminatis  ful-  ^^^  j^^.  ^  f^^  more  excellencies  in  the  world  to  make  up  the  rofary  of  tem- 
N  ec  fumk  auc '  po^ali  felicity.  And  it  is  fo  certain,  that  Religion  ferves  even  our  temporal 
ponic  fecurts  ends ,  that  no  great  end  of  ftate  ^  can  well  be  ferved  without  it  *,  not  am- 
Arbitriopopnla-  bition,  not  defires  of  wealthy  not  any  great  deftgn^  but  Religion  muft  be  made 
h'^Tj'  d  itshuifherorfupport.  If  a  new  opinion  be  commenced,  and  the  Author 
*  vi'rtus?aud*a-  "^^ou^^  nuVt  a  Seft ,  and  draw  Difciples  after  him  ?  at  Icaft  he  muftl)e 
tur,&  algec.  thought  to  be  religious,  which  is  a  demonftration ,  how  great  an  inftru- 
2.  Praecipuam  ment  of  reputation  Piety  and  Religion  is  •,  and  If  the  pretence  will  do  us 
Imperatoris  Ma-  g^^j  offices  amongft  Men,  the  reality  will  do  the  fam.e,  befides  the  advan- 
{SofpTdma^^^^^^  ^^^  fhall  receive  from  the  Divine  Benediftion.  Ihtpwerof 

gionis  indagi-      godHneffe  v/ill  certainly  do  more  then  the  form  alone.    And  it  is  molt  noto- 
nem,cHjus  ii  cul-  rious  in  the  affairs  of  the  Clergy ,  whofe  lot  it  hath  been  to  fall  from  great 
turn  recin  ere  po-  rjches  to  poverty,  when  their  wealth  m.ade  them  lelfe  curious  of  their  dutyj 
pTofperitatU  hu-  ^"^  "^^^^  humility,  and  chaftity,  and  exemplary  fanftity  have  been  the  en- 
wanis  aperkur     amel  of  their  holy  Order,  the  people  like  the  Galathians  would  pull  out 
Incaptis.Thcod.  their  own  eyes  to  do  them  bcnetit.    And  indeed  God  hath  Angularly  blef- 
&valent  in  Cod.  fed  fuch  infiruments  to  the   being  the  onely  remedies  to  repaire  the 
Deditn    rov4-   breaches  made  by  facriledge  and  irreliglon.  But  certain  it  is ,  no  Man  was 
dentiahomini-"   ^^ef  honoured  for  that,  which  they  efteemed  vitious.  Vice  hath  got  mone/y 
bus  munusjuc      and  a  curfe  many  times,  and  vice  hach  adhered  to  the  injiruments  andpurcha- 
honeftamagis    fesofhonmr.  But  amcng  all  Nations  whatfoever  they  called /jonoHr^^/e  put 
|uvarent.Quintil.  ^^  ^)^^  f^^e  and  pretence  of  Vertue.  But  I  choofe  to  inftance  in  the  proper 
■•  *  *2«         cognifance  of  a  Chriftian,  [Humility']  which  fcems  €ontradi<Sory  to  the  pur- 
pofes  and  reception  of  honour  j  and  yet  in  the  World  nothing  is  a  more 
certain  means  to  purchafe  it.    Do  not  all  the  World  hate  a  proud  Man  ? 
And  therefore  what  is  contrary  to  humility  is  alfo  contradiftory  to  honour 
and  reputation.  And  when  the  Apoftleshad  given  command,  that  in  gixhg 
honour  vre  jhould  one  go  before  another ,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  praifes,  and 
Panegyricks,  and  Triumphs.   And  as  Humility  is  fecure  againft  affronts,  and 
tempefts  of  defpight,  becaufe  it  is  below  them  :  So  when  by  imploymenr, 
or  any  other  ilfue  of  Divine  Providence  its  drawn  from  its  fheath  and  fccre- 
cy,  it  fiiines  clear  and  bright  as  the  pureft  and  moft  polifhed  metals.  Hu- 
mility is  like  a  tree,  whofe  root,  when  it  fets  deepeft  in  the  earth  rifes  high- 
er,and  fpreads  fairer,  and  ftands  furer  and  lafts  longer  '■,  every  ftep  of  its  de- 
fcentislikea  ribof  iron  combining  its  parts  in  vnions  indiflbluble,  and 
placing  it  in  the  chambers  of  fecurity.  No  wife  Man  ever  loft  any  thing  by 
ceffion  •,  but  he  receives  the  hoftility  of  violent  perfons  into  his  imbraces, 
like  a  ftone  into  a  lap  of  wool,  it  rcfts  and  fets  down  foft  and  innocently  y 
but  a  ftone  falling  upon  a  ftone  makesa  collifion,  and  extrad-s  fire,  and 
findes  no  reft  ;  and  juft  fo  are  two  proud  perfons,  defpifed  by  each  other, 
contemned  by  all,  living  in  perpetual  dilTonancies,  alwayes  fighting  againft 
affronts,iealous  of  every  perfon,  difturbed  by  every  accident,  a  perpetual 
ftorm  within,  and  daily  hidings  from  without. 

4.  Holinejfe  and  Obedience  is  an  excellent  prefervative  of  life,  and  makes 
1 2.         it  lc»ng  and  hcalrf^ful.  In  order  to  which  difcourfe,  becaufe  k  is  new,  mate- 

cial 
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-rial,  and  argumciicativc,  apt  to  perfwade  Men ,  who  prefer  life  before  all    p^rtllL 

their  other  intertfts,!  confider  many  things,  i.  In  the  old  Teftanicnt  a  long  , . 

and  a  profperous  life  were  the  great  promifes  of  the  Covenant,  their  hopes 
were  built  upon  ir,  and  that  was  made  the  fuppcrt  of  all  their  duty.  If  thou  Exod.i  $.26* 
wilt  diligently  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the  LORD  thy  GOD,  I  will  put  none  sf 
the  difcafes  upon  thee,  which  I  brought  upon  the  Egyptians;  for  I  am  the  Lord  that 
healeth  thee :  and  more  particularly  yet,  that  we  may  not  think  piety  to  be 
fecurity  onely  againft  the  plagues  of  Egypt  i  GOD  makes  his  promife  more 
indefinite,  and  iinconfin'd,  Tejhallferve  the  LORD  your  GOD, and  I  will  takj  Exod*2i.2$» 
ficknejfe  away  from  the  midfi  of  thee,  and  will  fulfil  the  number  of  thy  dayef,  that 
is,thc  period  of  nature  ihall  be  the  period  of  thy  perfon^thou  flialt  live  long, 
and  dye  in  a  fcafonable  and  ripe  age.  And  this  promife  was  fo  verified  by  a 
long  experience,  that  by  Davids  time  it  grew  up  to  a  rule,  What  Man  is  he,  Ffil-S^^l  J- 
that  defireth  life,  and  loveth  ^many  dayes  that  he  may  feegiod?  Keep  thy  tongue 
from  evil,  and  thy  lips,  that  they  fpeakjno  guile.  And  the  fame  argument  was 
prelfedby  Solomon,  who  was  an  excellent  Philofopher,andwellfkilldin 
the  natural  and  accidental  means  of  prefervation  of  our  lives.  Fear  the  Lord  Frav.J.J. 
4nd  depart  from  evil ,  and  it  fl)al  be  health  to  thy  navel,  and  marrow  to  thy  bones. 
Length  ofdayes  is  in  the  right  hand  ofwifdom,forff)e  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that  V.  i  ^, 
lay  hold  uptn  her.    Meaning  that  the  tree  of  Life  and  immortalit)' ,  which 
GOD  had  planted  in  Paradife,  and  which,  if  Man  had  fi:ood,he  fhould  have 
tafted,  and  have  lived  for  ever,  the  fruit  of  that  Tree  is  ottered  upon  the 
fame  conditions,  if  we  will  keep  the  Commandments  of  GOD,  our  obedi- 
ence like  the  tree  of  Life  fhall  confign  us  to  immortality  hereafter  by  a  long 
and  a  healthful  life  here.  And  therefore  althongh  in  Mofes  time  the  dayes 
ofMan  had  been  fhortned,  u\\  thc'j  c^mt  lothreefcoreyeers  andten,  or  four-  P/k/.po.it* 
fcoreyeers,  and  then  their  flrength  is  but  labour  and  forrow  (for  Mofes  was  Au- 
thor of  that  Pfalm  j)  yet  to  fhew  the  great  priviledge  of  thofe  perfons, 
whofe  piety  was  great,  Mcfes  himfelf  attained  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
y£crs,which  was  almoft  double  to  the  ordinary  and  determined  period.  Buc 
E7K)ch  and  Eli^  never  died,and  became  great  examples  to  us,that  a  fpotlelTe 
and  holy  life  might  pofTibly  have  been  immortal. 

I  fhall  adde  no  more  examples,  but  one  great  conjugation  of  precedent  15^  • 
obferved  by  the  Jewifh  Writers :  who  tell  us  tkat  in  the  fecond  Temple 
there  were  5C0  High  Priefts  (I  fuppofe  they  fet  down  a  certain  number  for 
an  uncertain,  and  by  300  they  mean  very  many)  and  yet  that  Temple  la- 
fted  but  420  yeers  •,  the  reafon  of  this  fo  rapid  and  violent  abfcifTion 
of  their  Priefls,  being  th^ir  great  and  fcandalous  impieties :  and  yet  in 
the  firft  Temple,  whofe  abode  was  within  ten  years  as  long  as  the  fecond 
there  was  a  fucceflion  but  of  1 8  High  Priefts ',  for  they  being  generally  ve- 
ry pious,  and  the  prefervers  of  their  rites  and  Religion  againft  the  Schifm 
oi  Jeroboam,  and  the  defecation  of  I frael,  and  the  idolatry  and  irreligion  of 
many  cf  the  Kings  ofjudah,  GOD  took  delight  to  reward  it  with  along 
and  honourable  old  age.  And  Bafaojn  knew  well  enough,what  he  faid,when 
ill  his  extaf;e  and  prophetick  raptiue  he  made  his  prayer  to  GOD  *,  let  "^W«.29.l«v 
my  foul  d)e  the  death  of  the  rigbteous.  It  was  not  a  prayer,  that  his 
foul  might  be  faved ,  or  that  he  might  repent  at  laft,  for  repentance 
and  immortality  were  revelations  of  a  later  date ',  but  he  in  his  pro- 
phetick extafie  feeing  what  GOD  had  purpofed  to  the  Moabites, 
and  what  bleffm^s  he  had  referved  for  Ifrael,  prayee  that  he  might  not  dy^ 
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as  the  Moabires  were  like  to  die  with  an  untimely  death,  by  the  fword  of 
their  Enemies,  difpoflelled  of  their  coantrey,  fpoiled  of  their  goods,  in  the 
period  and  laft  hour  of  their  nation  ',  but  let  my  foul  dye  the  death  of  the 
juft,  the  death  defign'd  for  the  faithful  Ifraelites  j  fuch  a  death,  which  GOD 
promifed  to  Abraham,  that  he  fliould  return  to  his  Fathers  in  peace ,  and 
in  a  good  old  age.  For  the  death  of  the  righteous  is  like  the  defcending  of 
ripe  and  wholefome  fruits  from  a  plcafant  and  florid  tree ',  our  fenfcs  in- 
tirc,  our  limbs  unbroken,  without  horrid  toi'tures,  after  provifion  made 
for  our  children,  with  a  blefTing  entail'd  upon  pofterity,  in  the  prefencc 
of  our  Friends,  our  deereft  relative  clofing  up  our  eyes,  and  binding  oui* 
feet,  leaving  a  good  name  behinde  us.  O  let  my  foul  dye  fuch  a  death ;  for 
this,  in  whole  or  in  part,  according  as  GOD  fees  it  good,  is  the  manner  that 
the  righteous  dye.  And  this  was  Balaams  prayer.  And  this  was  the  ftate  and 
condition  in  the  old  Teftament. 

In  the  Gofpel  the  cafe  is  nothing  altered.  For  befides  that  rhofe  aufteri- 
ties,  rigours  and  mortifications,  which  are  in  the  Gofpel  advifed,  or 
commanded  refpedively,  are  more  falutary ,  or  of  lefle  corporal  incon- 
venience then  a  vitious  life  of  intemperance  or  luft,  or  careful nelfe,  or 
tyrant  covetoufnefie,  there  is  no  accident  or  change,  to  the  fufterance  of 
which  the  Gofpel  hath  engaged  us,  but  in  the  very  thing  our  life  is  carefully 
provided  for,  either  in  kinde ,  or  by  a  gainful  exchange :  He  that  lofeth  his 
life  formyfakejhallfinde  it^  and  he  that  will  fave  his  lifejhall  lofe  it.  And  al- 
though GOD,  who  promifed  long  life  to  them  that  obey,  did  not  promife 
that  himfelf  would  never  call  for  oui*  life,  borrowing  it  of  us,  and  repaying  it 
in  a  glorious  and  advantagious  exchange,  yet  this  very  promife  of  giving  us 
a  better  life  in  exchange  for  this,  when  we  expofed  it  in  Martyrdom,  does 
confirm  our  title  to  this,  this  being  tlie  inf  trument  of  pernmtation  with  the 
other  j  for  GOD  obliging  himfelf  to  give  us  another  in  exchange  for 
this,  when  in  cafes  extraordinary  he  cals  for  this,  fayes  plainly,  that  this  Is 
our  prefent  right  by  grace  and  the  title  of  the  Divine  promifes.  But  the 
promifes  are  clear.  For  S.  Paulcsih  children  to  the  obfervation  of  the  fifth 
Commandement  by  the  fame  argument,  which  GOD  ufcd  in  the  firfl:  pro- 
mulgation of  it.  Honour  thy  Father  and  thy  Mother^  which  is  thefirft  Cormnan- 
dement  with  promife^  that  it  may  he  well  with  thee^  and  that  thou  mayefl  live  long 
upon  the  earth.  For  although  the  Gofpel  be  built  upon  better  promifes 
then  the  Law,  yet  it  hath  the  fame  too,  not  as  its  foundation,  but  asap- 
pendancies  and  adjun(Ss  of  grace,  andfuppliesof  need.  Oodlinejfe  hath  the 
promife  of  this  life  as  well  as  of  the  life  that  is  to  come.  That  is  plain.  And  al- 
though CHRIST  revealed  his  Fathers  mercies  to  us  in  new  exprelfes ,  and 
great  abundance  j  yet  he  took  nothing  from  the  World,  which  ever  did 
in  any  fenfe  invite  piety,  or  indeer  obedience,  or  cooperate  towards  feli- 
city. And  therefore  the  promifes,  which  were  made  of  old  are  alfo  pre- 
fuppofed  in  the  new,  and  mentioned  by  intimation,  and  implication  with- 
in the  greater.  When  our  blelfcd  S  A  V  I  O  U  R  in  feven  of  the  eight  be- 
atitudes had  inftanced  in  new  promifes  and  rewards ,  as  Heaven ,  feeing  of 
GOD^  life  eternal^  in  ^  one  of  them,  to  which  Heaven  is  as  certainly  confe- 
quent  as  to  any  of  the  reft,  he  did  choofe  to  inftance  in  a  temporal  bleffing^ 
and  in  the  very  words  of  the  old  ^  Teftament,  to  fliew,  that  that  part  of  the 
old  Covenant,  which  concerns  morality,  and  the  rewards  of  obedience,  re- 
mXxii  firip  and  included  within  the  conditions  of  the  GofpeL 
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To  this  purpofe  is  that  faying  of  our  B.  SAUIOVR  *,  Mdn  liveth  not  by      p^j.^  jjj^ 

bread  alone ^  but  by  ev^ry  word^  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God  *,  mean- 

ing  that  bcf.dcsiiarurall  means  ordained  for  the  prefervatioH  of  our  lives,  DeHr.8.3. 
there  are  n.eans  fiiptrnaturall  and  divine.  Gods  hlefTing  does  as  much  Mutth.^-^ 
as  bread  :  nay  it  is ,  Every  word  proceeding  cut  of  the  mouth  of  Go^,  that  is,  15 

every  precept  and  commandment  of  God  is  fo  for  our  good ,  that  it  is 
intended  as  food  and  phylick  to  us,  a  means  to  make  us  live  long.  And 
therefore  God  hath  done  in  this  as  in  other  graces ,  and  ilTues  Evan- 
gelicall,  which  he  purpofed  to  continue  in  his  Church  for  ever.  He  firft 
gave  it  in  miraculous  and  extraordinary  manner  ',  and  then  gave  it  by 
vi'ay  of  perpetuall  miniftry :  the  holy  Ghoft  appeared  at  firft  like  a  prodi- 
gy, and  with  miracle.  He  defcended  in  vifible  reprefentments ,  expref- 
Ijng  himfelf  in  revelations,and  powers  extraordinary  :but  it  being  a  pro- 
Hiife  intended  to  defcend  upon  all  ages  of  the  Church ,  there  was  appoint- 
ed a  perpetuall  miniftery  for  its  conveyance*,  and  ftill  though  without  a  fign 
or  miraculous reprefentmcnt  it  is  miniftred  in  confirmation  by  impofition 
of  the  Bifliops  hands.  And  thus  alfo,  health  and  long  life,  which  byway 
of  ordinary  bcnedidion  is  confequent  to  piety,  faith  and  obedience  Evan- 
gelicall,was  at  firft  given  in  a  miraculous  manner,  that  fo  the  ordinary  eflefts 
being  at  firft  confirmed  by  miraculous  and  extraordinary  inftances>and 
manners  of  operation  might  for  ever  after  be  confidently  expe<fted  with- 
out any  dubitation  ,  fince  it  was  in  the  fame  manner  configned ,  by 
which  all  the  whole  religion  was,  by  a  voice  fromheauen,  and  a  veri- 
fication of  miracles,  and  extraordinary  fupernaturall  effeds.  That  the  gift 
of  healing  and  prefervation ,  and  reftitutionof  life  was  at  firft  miraculous, 
needs  no  partictilar  probation.  All  theftory  of  the  Gofpel  is  one  entire  ar- 
gument to  prove  it  j  and  amongft  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit  Saint  Paul  rec- 
kons gifts  of  healing  and  govern7nent ,  and  helps  ,  or  exteriour  affiftances 
and  advantages  *,  to  reprefent  that  it  was  intended  the  life  of  Chriftian 
people  fliould  be  happy  and  healthfull  for  ever.  Now  that  this  grace  ^-^^ . ,.  ,,'  -• 
alfo  defcended  afterwards  in  an  ordinary  miniftery  is  recorded  by  Saint  -^  ^^ 

James  :  Is  any  man  fick.  ammgji  you  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  Churchy  I  \'^^^^^  nobi« 
and  let  them  pray  ever  hm-f  anointing  him  with  oyl  in   the  name  of  the  relurreaionis 
Lord  J  that  was  then  the  ceremony,  and  the  blefTmg  and  efieft  is  ftill  j  viroruminte 
for  the  prayer  of  faith  jhall  fave  the  ftck^  and  the   Lord  jhall  raife  him  -^ominus  ollcn- 
up.    For  it  is  obferveable ,  that  the  blefFing  of  healing ,  and  recovery  [^^3^0^^"  *^ 
is  not  appendant  to  the  anealing,  but  to  the  prayer  of  the  Church,  to  quod  cxccri  ad- 
manifcft  that  the  ceremony  went  with  the   nrft  miraculous    and    ex-  hue  vivemcs 
traordinary  manner*,  yet  that  there  was  an  ordinary  miniftery  appoint-  pr^noriuntur i» 
ed  for  the  daily  coWey.uice    of   the   blefTmg  :  the  faithfull    prayers  ^arne :  juftma 
and ofikes  of  holy  rrieftsfliall  obtain  life  and  health  to  fuch  perfons ,  who  "^ZV^tziL] 
are  receptive  of  it,and  in  fpirituall  and  apt  difpofitions.  And  when  we  fee  by  na  state  raer,twj 
a  continuall  flux  of  extraordinary  benediftion,  that  even  fome  Chriftian  risDuitS.Hie- 
Princes  are  inftruments  of  the  fpirit,  not  only  in  the  government  but  in  the  '■o^-P^'^|i°  ^®"- 
gifts  of  healing  too  ,  as  a  reward  for  their  promoting  the  iuft  inrerefts  of '^pioccnlll"? 
Chriftianity,we  may  acknowledge  our  felves  convinced  ,    that  a  holy  life  c.8. 
in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  jESUS  CHRIST  may  be  of  great  advantage 
for  our  health  and  life,  by  that  inftance  to  entertain  our  prefent  defires  and 
t3  eftabliHi  our  hopes  of  life  ^  eterGall.  ^ 

For  I  confider  that  the  fec-f  of  God  is  therefore   the  bcft  antidote  ^^      ^*' 
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p^      J  T  T     in  the  World  agamft  ficknefie  and  dearii ,  becaufe  it  is  the  dired  enemy  t© 

^  1_  fin,  which  brought  in  ficknelTe  and  death  *,  and  beiidcs  this,  that  GOD  by 

fpiritual  means  fhoiild  produce  alterations  natural  is  not  hard  to  be  un- 
derftood  by  aChriflian  Philofopher ,  take  him  in  either  of  the  two  capa- 
cities. 2.  For  there  is  a  rule  cf  proportion,  and  analogy  of  efl'cfts,  that 
if  fin  deftroyes  not  onely  the  foul  but  the  body  alfo,  then  may  piety  pre- 
fervc  both,  and  chat  much  rather  j  for  ?/)/«,  that  is,  the  effeds  and  confe- 
^m^$*20*  quents  of  fin,  hath  abounded^  then  jhall grace  fuperabound^  that  is,  CHRIST 
hath  done  us  more  benefit ,  then  the  fall  oiAdam  hath  done  us  injury,  and 
therefore  the  eft'efts  of  fin  are  not  greater  upon  the  body ,  dien  ei- 
ther are  to  be  reftorcd  or  prevented  by  a  pious  life.  5.  There  is 
fo  neer  a  conjundion  between  foul  and  body,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if 
GOD  meaning  to  glorifie  both  by  the  means  of  a  fpiritual  life  fuffers 
fpirit  and  matter  to  communicate  in  cffeds  and  mutual  imprefles.  Thus- 
the  waters  of  Baptifm  purifie  the  foul  j  and  the  holy  Eucharift ,  not  tiic 
fymbolical ,  but  the  myfterious  and  fpiritual  part  of  it  makes  the  bo- 
dy alfo  partaker  of  the  death  of  CHRIST  and  a  holy  union.  The 
flames  of  Hell  whatfoever  they  are,  torment  accurfed  foules,  and  the  flings 
of  Confcience  vex  and  difquiet  the  body.  4.  And  if  we  confider  that 
in  the  glories  of  Heaven,  when  we  fhall  live  a  life  purely  fpiritual,  our  bo- 
dies alfo  are  fo  clarified  and  made  fpiritual,  that  they  alfo  become  immor- 
tal y  that  fl:ate  of  glory  being  nothing  elfe  but  a  perfcftion.  of  this  ftate  of 
grace^  it  is  not  unimaginable,  but  that  the  foul  may  have  fome  proporti- 
on of  the  fame  operation  upon  the  body  as  to  conduce  to  its  prolon- 
gation, as  to  an  antepaft  of  immortality.  5.  For  fince  the  body  hath' 
all  its  life  from  its  conjun<Sion  with  the  foul,  why  not  alfo  the  peife<f^ion 
©f  life  according  to  its  prefent  capacity,,  that  is,  health  and  duration  from, 
the  perfedion  of  the  foul,  I  mean  from  thte  ornaments  of  grace*  And  as 
the  blelfedneifc  of  the  foul  (fa?irh  the  Philofopher)  confifts  in  the  fpe- 
culation  of  honeft  and  )uft  things,  fo  the  perfeftion  of  the  body,  and 
of  the  whole  Man  confifts  in  the  praftick ,  the  exercife  aiid  operations  of 
vertue. 
j.y.  But  this  Probleme  in  Chriftian  Philofophy  is  yet  more  intelligible, 

and  will  be  reduced  to  certain  experience,  if  we  confider  good  life  in 
union  &  concretion  with  particular,  material,  and  circumftantiare  ad'ions  of 
piety.     For  thefe  have  great  powers  and  influences  even  in  Nature  to 
reftore  health  and  preferve  our  lives.      Witneffe  the  fweet  fleeps  of 
^       ,        ^     temperate  perfons,  and  their  conftant  appetite  which  Timot/^^MJ  the  fon  of 
On  «/  jw^j"^    Conon  obferved,  when  he  dieted  in  Platos  Academy,  with  fevere  and  mcs^ 
TTkumvUi^jr^  derated  diet ',  They  that  Sup  mth  Plato  are  w//  the  next  day.    Witnefle  the  - 
vm  «r,  19  T^  t-   fynimetry  of  pafiions  in  meek  Men,  their  freedom  from  the  violence  of 
ffipj«rtxstK*f  y-  enraged  and  paffionate  indifpofitions,  the  a^imirable  harmony  and  fwect- 
»i7w/,  nefle  of  content,  which  dwels  in  the  retire:ments  ofaholy_confcience,  to 

which  if  we  adde  thofc  joyes,  which  they  onely  underftand  truly,  who' 
feel  them  inwardly,  the  joyes  of  the  holy  Ghoft  j  the  content  and  joyes 
m  77)  /T  8  '^^^'^^  ^^^  attendiiig  upon  the  lives  of  holy  perfons  are  moft:  likely  to 
%  Ifjej}.'^,  .  j5iakethem  long  and  healthful.  Fornow  we  live  (fakh  Saint  Paul)  if  ye 
fiand  faft  in  the  LORD.  It  would  prolong  Saint  Fda/j  life  to  fee  his 
ghoftly  children  pcrfevtre  in  holinefle',  and  if  we  underftood  the 
joyes  of  it,  it  would  doe   much  gicatcr.  advantage  to  our  fclves. 
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But  if  wc  confider  a  fpirimal  life  abflra(^edly,  and  in  it  felf,p!ety  produces    p    T77      ' 

our  life?  not  by  a  natural  efficiency,  but  by  Divine  Benediction.  GOD  gives ^ 

a  healthy  and  a  long  life  as  a  reward  and  blefling  to  crown  our  piety  even 
before  thefons  of  Men, /or /«c/?  as  be  blejfed  of  him  Jhall  inherit  the  earth,  but  pfal^n, 22* 
they  that  be  curfed  ofhimjhall  be  cut  of.  So  that  this  whole  matter  is  princi- 
pally to  be  referred  to  the  a<^  of  GOD.  either  by  wayes  of  nature  ,  or  by 
inftrunients  offpecial  providence,  rewarding  piety  with  a  long  life.  And 
we  ihall  more  fully  apprehend  this,  if  upon  the  grounds  of  Scripture,  Tea-  Prov.  io*27* 
fon,and  experience  we  weigh  the  contrary.  Wickednefle  is  the  way  to 
fliorten  our  dayes. 

Sin  brought  Death  in  firft,  and  yet  Man  lived  almoft  a  thoufand  yeers.  ig. 

But  he  finned  more,  and  then  Death  came  neerer  to  him  ',  for  when  all  the 
World  was  firft  drownd  in  wickcdnelfe*  and  then  in  water,  GOD  cut  him 
fliorter  by  one  half,  and  t^ve  hundred  yeers  was  his  ordinary  period.  And 
Man  finned  ftill,and  had  ftrange  imaginations,  and  built  towers  in  the  air, 
and  then  about  Pelegs  time  GOD  cut  him  fhorter  by  one  half  yet,  two  hun- 
dred and  odde  yeers  was  his  determination.  And  yet  the  generations  of 
the  World  returned  not  unanimoufly  to  GOD,  and  GOD  cut  him  oft^  ano- 
ther half  yet,  and  reduced  him  to  one  hundred  twenty  yeers.  And  by  3/o- 
fes  time,  one  half  of  the  final  remanent  portion  was  par'd  away,  reducing 
him  to  threefcore  yeers  and  ten.  So  that  unlelfe  it  be  by  fpecial  di- 
fpenfation.  Men  live  not  beyond  that  term,  or  thereabout ,  but  if  GOD 
had  gone  on  ftill  in  the  fame  method,  and  fliortned  our  dayes  as  vre 
mukiplycd  our  fins,  we  fhould  have  been  but  as  an  Ephemeron,  Maw 
fliould  have  lived  the  life  of  a  Fly,  or  a  Gourd ,  the  morning  fhould 
have  feen  his  birth,  his  life  have  been  the  term  of  a  day,  and  the  even- 
ing muft  have  provided  him  of  a  finoud.  But  GOD  feeing  Mans 
thoughts  were  onely  evilcmtinually^  he  was  refohed  no  longer  fo  to  ftrive 
with  him ,  nor  deftroy  the  kinde,  but  punifli  individuals  onely  and  An- 
gle perfons,  and  if  they  finned,  or  if  they  did  obey,  regularly  their  life  ^A/. 3 4. 20, 
fhould  be  proportionable.  This  GOD  fet  down  for  his  rule ,  Evilfl)cill  flay  Froi/.ip.i^ 
the  wkkfd  perfon.  And  he  that  keepeth  the  Commandements  kespeth  hit  own  foul ^ 
hut  he  that  defpifeth  his  own  wayes  jballdye. 

But  that  we  may  fpeak  more  exaftly  in  this  Probleme,  we  muft  ob-  j^v       = 

ferve,  that  in  Scripture  three  general  caufes  of  natural  death  ai'e  affignM,  ,  q.      '^  -   ' 
l^ature.  Providence^  ^nA  Chance.   By  thefe  three  I  onely  mean  the  feve-  Audax  omnia 
ral  manners  of  Divine  influence,  and  operation.  For  GOD  onely  pre-  perpeti 
determines,  and  what  is  changed  in  the  following  events  by  Divine  per-    9^"^^""^"* 
niiffion,  to  this  GOD  and  Man  in  their  feveral  manner  do  cooperate.  ''"Jf  P^vcticum 
The  faying  of  David  concerning  Saul  with  admirable  philofophy  de-  Poftisnem  a 
fcribes  the  three  wayes  of  ending  Mans  life.     David  faid  furthermore,  therea  domo* 
As  the  LORD  liveth  ^  the  LORD  j})al\  fmite  him.,  or  his  day  fh all  come    Sabduftum, 
to  die^  or  he  jhall  defcend  into  battel  and  periflf.   The  firft  is  fpecial  pro-  '"^^'^^  &:nora  ' 
yidence.  The  fecond,  means  the  term  of  Nature.   The  third  is  that  which  Tefds'^ncubuit 
in  our  want  of  words  we  call  Chance  or  accident ,  but  is  in  effeft  nothing  cohors  \ 
elfe  but  another  manner  of  the  Divine  Providence  :  That  in  all  thefe,  fin    Semotiq;  prlu? 
does  interrupt  and  retrench  our  lives  is  the  undertaking  of  the  following  tarda  necefsica* 
periods.  ^«^i  corripuit 

J.   In  Nature  fin  i»  a  caufe  of  dyfcrafies  and  diftempers,  making  ^fifrTli' 

^^^5  ^^cam.Od.3* 
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'  Part  III       ^^  bodies  healthleficj  and  ciir  dayes  few.  For  although  GOD  hath  prefixed 

^     - I a  period  to  nature  by  an  univerfal  and  antecedent  determination ,  and  that 

naturally  every  Man  ihat  lives  temperately ,  and  by  no  fupervening  acci- 
dent is  interrupted,  fnall  arive  thither ,  yet  becaufe  the  greateft  part  of 
our  lives  is  governed  by  will  and  underftanding,  and  there  are  temptations 
to  intemperance ,  and  to  violations  of  our  health,  the  ptriod  of  Nature  is 
fo  diftin<^  a  thing  from  the  period  of  our  perfon  >  that  few  Men  attain  thi- 
ther, which  GOD  had  fixed  by  his  firft  law  and  preceding  purpofe,  but  end 
their  dayes  with  folly ,  and  in  a  period  which  GOD  appointed  them  with 
anger,  and  a  deterjiiination  fecondary,  confequent,  and  accidental.  And 
therefore  fayes  David ,  Health  is  far  from  the  ungodly ,  for  they  regard  not  thy 
I»  Fxod.23.      JiatHtes.  And  to  this  purpofe  is  that  faying  o^AbeneTja.  '  He  that  is  united 
B^Ti^i  Gorro'  '  ^?  GO^'  the  Fountain  of  Life,  his  foul  being  improved  by  grace  commu- 
boracur  calidum  '  nicates  to  the  body  an  eflablifliment  of  its  radical  moifture,  and  natural 
Sc  humidum  per  '  heat,  to  make  it  more  healthful ,  that  fo  it  may  be  more  infirumental  to 
viai  ani  x^  8c    « the  fpiritual  operations  and  prcdudions  of  the  Ibul,  and  it  felf  be  prefer- 
XaiimitaruT  !  ^^4  "^  ^^}^^^  conftitution.    Now  how  this  bleffing  is  contradifted  by  the 
wmpiis.  impious  life  of  a  wicked  perfon  is  eafie  to  be  underftood ,  if  we  confidtr 

Inbulus  apud  that  from  drunken  Surfets  come  diflblution  of  members,  Headaches,  Apc- 
Achenaeum  1. ;.  plexies,  dangerous  fals,  fradureofbones,  drenchings,  and  dilution  of  rfic 
licchum  iT'^  brain  y  inflammation  of  the  liver,  crudities  of  the  ftomack,  and  thoufands 
Saencemin  hurc  niore,  which  Solomon  fums  up  in  general  terms.  ^  Who  hath  »"o,  who  hath  for- 
modum.  Tres  TOW  y  veha  hath  rednejfe  of  eyes  .«*  Jj?ey  that  tarry  long  at  the  nine.  I  fhall  not 
tantunfanisego  ne^J  iq  inftance  in  the  fad  and  uncleanly  confequents  of  luft ,  the  wounds 
crateras  miiceo :  and  accidental  deaths,  which  are  occafioned  by  iealoufies,  by  vanity ,  by 
nis,  8c  hunc  pri-  peevilnneire,  vain  reputation,  and  animotities,  by  melancholy  and  the  de- 
irum  oedipum ;  fpair  of  evilconfciences ;  and  yet  thefe  are  abundant  argument,  that  when 
fecuhdarn  amo-  GOD  fo  permits  a  Man  to  run  his  courfe  of  nature  ,  that  himfelf  does  not 
3is,8c  lopons  intervene  by  an  extraordinary  influence,  or  any  fpecial  afts  of  providence? 
rrt^e^foient^"'  ^"^  onely  gives  his  ordinary  afliftance  to  naturall  caufes  ,  a  very  great  pare 
cunt  hauflo  do-  of  men  make  their  naturall  period  fliorter,  and  by  fin  make  their  dayes  mi- 
nium, (xuarcus    fcrable  and  few. 

eft  haad  amphus  2.  Oftentimes  Providence  intervenes,  and  makes  the  way  fhorter :  God 
con^umeJs*' ve-  ^^  ^^^^  iniquity  of  man  not  fuffering  nature  to  take  her  courfe,  but  flopping 
luc  huic  proxV"  her  in  the  midft  of  her  journey.  Againft  this  David  prayed  :  0  my  God,  cut 
mus  daT.ork,  me  not  of  in  t}}^  midfi  of  my  dajes.  But  in  this  there  is  fome  variety.  For  GOD 
8cc.  Namplu-  ^q^^  {^  fometimes  in  me^^cy,  fometimes  in  judgement.  The  righteous  dye, 
rimitTi  yim  m-  ^nd  no  manreeardeth  ^  not  coniidering  that  they  are  taken  av? ay  from  the  evil  ti 
parvulHra,{krnit  ^ow.v.  GOD  takes  the  righteous  Man  haftily  to  his  crown  ,  lelt  temptation 
iine  omni',quem  fnatch  it  from  him  by  interrupting  his  hopes,  and  fandity.  And  this  was  the 
repIet,ne?,otio.  cafe  of  the  old  World.  For  from  Adam  to  the  flood  by  the  Patriarchs  were 
^Frov.2-^.2^.  eleven  generations ,  but  by  Cains  line  there  were  but  eight,  (ot\\zt  Cains 
.    21-  pofterity  were  longer  liv'd  :  Becaufe  GOD  intending  to  bring  the  flood 

Tfalio2,2$,  upon  the  World,  took  delight  to  refcue  his  eled  from  the  dangers  of  the 
if^y  57'i'  prefent  impurity ,and  the  future  deluge.  Abraham  lived  five  yeers  lefle  then 
his  fon  Ifaac-,  it  being  (fay  the  Do<Sors  of  the  Jews)  intended  for  mercy  to 
him,thac  lie  might  not  fee  the  iniquity  of  his  Grandchild  Efau,kx\A  this  the 
Church  for  many  ages  hath  beleeved  in  the  cafe  of  baptizd  Infants  dying  be- 
fore the  ufe  of  reafon.  For  befides  other  caufes  in  the  order  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, 
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Arnce,  one  kindc  of  mercy  is  done  to  them  tco  *,  for  although  their  condi-  """p^t  III. 

tion  be  of  a  lower  form,  vcc  ic  is  fccured  by  that  timely  (fhall  I  call  it  .«*)  or  , —I—r 

untimely  death.   But  thefc  are  cufes  e-xtraregular  *,  ordinarily  and  by  rule, 
GOD  harh  revealed  his  purpofts  of  inteiTUpcion  of  the  Hves  of  fmners  to  be 
in  anger  and  judgement  *,  for  when  Men  commit  any  flgnal  and  grand  im- 
piety GOD  futters  not  nature  to  rake  her  courfe,  but  ftrikesa  ftrokewith 
his  own  hand.  And  when  ever  fuch  intercifion  of  a  life  happens  to  a  viti- 
pus  perfon,  let  all  the  World  acknowledge  it  for  a  judgement  jand  when  any 
Man  is  guilty  of  evil  habits  or  unrepented  fins  he  may  therefore  exped:  it, 
becaufe  it  is  rhreatned  and  defignM  for  the  lotand  curfeoffuch  perfons. 
This  is  threatned  to  covetoufnelie ,  injuftice,  and  opprefTion,    As  a  Par- 
tridge fittetb  on  egs,  and  hatcheth  them  not  ^  fo  he  that  getteth  riches  and  not  by 
right  jhall  leave  than  in  the  midft  of  his  dayes ,  and  at  his  end  fl) all  be  a  Fool,  7^^,17,1  j; 
The  fame  is  threatned  to  voluptuous  perforis  in  the  higheft  carefles  of  de-  "^    ' 
light-,  and  CHRIST  told  a  Parable  with  the  fame  dehgne.  The  rich  Man 
fd'id.  Soul  take  thine  eafe ',  but  GOD  anfwered,  0  Fool  this  night  fl) all  thy 
foul  be  required  of  thee.  Zimri  and  Cozbi  were  flain  in  the  trophies  oif 
their  luft  •,  and  it  was  a  fad  ftory,  which  was  told  by  Thomas  Canti- 
pratims :  Two  religious  perfons  tempted  by  each  other  in  the  vigour  of 
their  youth,  in  their  very  firft  pleafures  and  opportunities  of  fin  were  both 
ftruck  dead  in  their  embraces  and  pofture  of  entertainment.  GOD  fmote  «  rhro  12  2m 
Jeroboam  (or  his  ufurpation  and  tyranny,  and  he  died.  Saul  dkd  (or  dKoht-  1  rhro  10  12 
dience  againft  GOD,  andaflcingcounfel  of  aPythonifle.  GOD  fmote  Z;;^;-  o  C^r/ii'if 
siiah  with  a  leprofie  for  his  prophanneiTe,  and  diftreffed  Aha^  forely  for  his  2Chro26  I   * 
facriledge,  and  fent  a  horrid  difeafe  upon  Jehoram  for  his  idolatry.  Thefe  in-  2  Kini.  i  i  ll 
ftances  reprefentvolnptuoufneffe  andcovecoufneife,  rapine  and  injuftice,     '     "^^  ^*     • 
idolatry  and  luft,  prophannefl'e  and  facriledge  as  remarked  by  the  fignature 
of  exemplary  judgements  to  be  the  means  of  fhortning  the  dayes  of  Man  y 
GOD  himfelf  proving  the  executioner  of  his  own  fierce  wrath.  I  in- 
ftance  no  more,  but  in  the  lingular  cafe  of  //d«4W4^  the  falfe  Prophet,  7^r.28.itf. 
Thus  faith  the  LORD,  Behold  I  will  cut  thee  from  of  the  face  of  the 
earth.     This  year  thou  ffjalt  dye ,  becaufe  thou  hafl  taught  rebellion  againjl 
the  LORD,  that  is  the  curfe  and  portion  of  a  falfe  Prophet,  a  fhort 
life,  andafudden  death,  of  GODS  own  particular  and  more  immediate 
infliftion. 

And  thus  alfo  the  fencence  of  the  Divine  anger  went  forth  upon  criminal  ]|2« 

perfons  in  the  New  Teftament:  Witnelfe  the  difeafe  of  Berod,  Judas 
hanging  himfelf,  the  blindnefle  of  Elymas,  the  fudden  death  of  Ananias  and 
Saphira,  the  buifetings  with  which  Satan  affli<Sed  the  bodies  of  perfons  ex- 
Communicate.  Yea,  thebleifed  Sacrament  of  CHRISTS  body  and  blood, 
which  is  intended  forour  fpiritiial  life,  if  it  be  unworthily  received,  proves 
the  caufc  of  a  natural  death.  For  this  caufe  many  are  weakand  fickjy  amongyou 
and  many  are  fallen  afleep,  faith  S.  Paulto  the  Corinthian  Church.  '  i.Cor.n.50.  i 

5.  But  there  is  yet  another  manner  ofending  Mans  life,  by  way  of  23- 

chance  or  contingency  •,  meaning  thereby  the  manner  of  GODS  providence, 
and  event  of  things  which  is  not  produc'd  by  the  difpofition  of  natural  cau- 
fes,  nor  yet  by  any  particular  and  fpecial  aft  of  GOD  *,  but  the  evenr,which 
depends  upon  accidental  caufes,'notfo  certain  and  regular  as  nature,  not 
fo  conclufive  and  determined  as  die  ads  of  decretory  Providence,  but 

Bbb  4  come* 
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comes  by  dtfpofition  of  caufes  irregular  to  events  rare  &  accidental.Thls  D4- 
'uJd  cxpreffes  by  entring  into  banell-,  and  in  this  as  in  the  other,  we  muft  fe^ 
])4rdhr  cafes  extraordinary,  and  rare  from  the  ordinary  and  common.  Ex- 
traregularly  and  upon  extraordinary  reafons,  and  permifTions  we  finde,  thac 
holy  perfons  have  mifciirried  in  battle.  So  the  Ifraelites  fell  before  Ben- 
jfamin,  and  Jonathan  and  Vriah,  and  many  of  the  Lords  champions 
fighting  againft  the  Philiftines  *,  but  in  thefe  deaths  as  God  fcrved  o- 
ther  ends  of  providence,  fo  he  kept  to  the  gcod  men  that  fell,  all 
the  mercies  of  the  promife  by  giving  them  a  greater  blefling  of  e- 
yent  and  compcnfation.  In  the  more  ordinary  courfe  of  divine  dif- 
penfation  ,  they  ,  that  prevaricate  the  Laws  of  God,  are  put  out 
of  proteftion  j  God  withdraws  his  fpeciall  providence,  or  their  tu- 
telar Angel  ,  and  leaves  them  expofed  to  the  influences  of  hea- 
ven ,  to  the  power  of  a  conftellation  ,  to  the  accidents  cf  humani- 
ty, to  the  chances  of  a  battle,  which  are  fo  many  and  various,  that  it  h 
ten  thoufand  to  one,  a  man  in  that  cafe  never  efcapes ,  and  in  fuch  va- 
riety of  contingencies  there  is  no  probable  way  to  aflfure  ourfafety,  but 
by  a  holy  life  to  endeere  the  providence  of  God  to  be  our  Guar- 
dian. It  was  a  remarkeable  faying  of  Deborah.  The  ftars  fought  in 
their  courfes  ,  or  in  their  orbes  againft  Sifera.  Sifera  fought  when 
there  was  an  evill  afpeft,  or  malignant  influence  of  heaven  upon 
him.    For  even   the  fmallefi:  thing  ,   that   is    in   oppofition    to   us  is 

that  although  ic  be  necef- 


pre.i  0.2. 

*  Gentes  figna 

iierum^  (^nu- 

merummenfis 

^thebdomtda  enough  to  turn  the  chance  cf  a  battle 


eummetufu-  fary  for  defence  of  the  godly,  that  a  fpeciall  providence  fhould  in- 
perfthiofo  ob-  tervene ,  yet  to  confound  the  impious,  no  fpeciall  aft  is  requifite.  If 
fervarmt.  God  expofes  them  to  the  ill  afpeft:  of  a  Planet,  or  any  other  cafuaky,their 
^arta  luna  dayes  are  interrupted ,  and  they  die.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of  ti.e 
infauftareputa-  Prophet  Jeremy  :  Be  not  ye  difmaied  at  theftgns  of  heaven^  for  the  ^  Hea- 
latur^mde  then  m'e  diftiuyed  at  them',  meaning,  that  God  will  overrule  all  inferiour 
froverbium  caufes  for  the  fafety  of  his  fervants ',  But  the  wicked  lliall  be  expo- 
•i  nisM^ -^yiV'  fed  to  chance  and  humane  accidents  ?  and  the  fignes  of  heaven, 
w^MJoi  which  of  themfelves  do  but  fgnifie,  or  at  moft  but  difpofe,  and    in- 

Hujufniddi  dine  towards  events  fiiall  be  enough  to  aduate  ,  and  confummate 
dies  Orm  their  ruin.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of  that  proverb  of  the  Jews :  ^  Ifrael 
<iim^$-a^  ^  hath  no  planet '-,  which  they  expounded  to  mean ',  if  they  obferve  the 
meant ',  Latint  a  Law  the  Planets  fliall  not  hurt  them ,  God  will  overrule  all  their 
nefafto's.^efie-  influences  :  But  if  they  prevaricate,  and  rebell  ,  the  leaft  ftar  in 
dufquintas  the  firmament  of  heaven  fliall  bid  them  battle,  and  overthrow  them: 
emmnofufpe-  A  ftone  Ihall  lie  in  a  wicked  mans  way ,  and  God  fhall  fo  expofe  him 
ihs  habet^  him  to  it,  leaving  him  fo  unguarded  and  defencelelTe ,  that  he  fhall 
mfAjflaci'- ilnXi  ftumble  at  it  and  fall,  and  break  a  bone,  and  that  fliall  produce  a  feaver 
tf<da/,  £s-«  ;3c5'-  and  the  feaver  fhall  end  his  dayes.  For  not  onely  every  creature,  when 
h§7rcuT%}^J'hfij  it  is  fet  on  by  God ,  can  prove  a  ruin ,  but  if  we  be  not  by  the  pro- 
h  TrifAlv -^(fdny  vidence  of  God  defended  againft  it  we  cannot  behold  theleaft  atome  m 
io/iwoiAfA^-ffi-  the  Sun  without  danger  of  loofing  an  eye,  nor  eat  a  grape  without  fear 
\!vei7.  of  choaking,   nor  fneeze   without  breaking   of  a  vein.     And  Arius 

^  Non  eft  pk- 
neta  Ifraeli*      ^  ^^'^  <})yXax«  »  2brE',5«:f  '^jnC^c  jS  «v3-g^V«  «  JhijjMai  ^i^K^y »  n  di^f^h-^  KQ^H.  0«^ 

tCixvi>  0  c^s>'|w»i,To,\\«i^>74:'^  iPV>f/*j  ?^adc^>.  PtohmJd  eft,fipiensdmnabitur  aftris, 

going 
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going  to  the  ground ,  he  purged  his  entrailes   forth ,  and   fell    down    ^^^  ju, 
unto  the  earth  and  died.  Such  and  fo  miferable  is  the  great  infccurityof 


a  finner.  And  of  this  Job  had  an  e-xcellent  meditation.   How  often  is  the  Job.ii.i'j* 

candle  of  the  wicked  ^ut  out  '    And  how   oft   cometh  their   deflru^ion  upon  18419.20.J 

them\    God  dijiributeth  forrowsinhis  anger.     For  what  pleafure  hath  he  in 

his   houfe    after  hiin^  when  the  number  of  his  vioneths  is  cut  off  in  the 

mdfl  ?  This  is  he  that  dieth  in  his  full  Jiren^th   being  wholly  at  eafe  and 

4juiet. 

I  fum  up  this  difcourfcwithan  ohfervation,  that   is  made  concern-  24. 

jng  the  family  of  Eli,  upon  which  for  the  remiffenelfe  of  difdpline  on 
the  Fathers  part,  and  for  the  impurity  and  prophanenefle  of  his  Sons, 
God  fent  this  curfe  j  all  the  increafe  of  their  houfe  jhall  die  in  the  flour  i^S4m.2*2^, 
of  their  age.  According  to  that  Hid  malediftion  ic  hapned  for  many 
generations  ?  The  heir  of  the  family  died  as  foon  as  he  begatc  a  Son 
to  fiicceed  him  ',  till  the  family  being  wearied  by  fo  long  a  curfe,  by 
tlie  counfell  of  Rabbi  Johanan  Benzachay  betook  themfelvcs  univerfally 
to  a  fedulous,  and  moft  devout  meditation  of  the  Law,  that  is,  to  an 
eyeniplar  deuotion ,  and  flri<ft  religion  *,  but  then  the  curfe  was  turned 
into  a  blefling  and  the  line  mafculine  lived  to  an  honourable  old  age.  For 
the  Dodors  of  the  Jews  faid ,  that  God  often  changes  his  purpofes  con- 
cerning the  death  of  man,  when  the  lick  perfon  li  liber  all  in  alms^  or  fer- 
lent  in  prayer  ^  or  changes  his  name,  that  is,  gives  up  his  name  to  God, 
by  theferious  purpofes  and  religious  vows  of  holy  obedience.  He  ihat  Prov^2h.2i* 
followeth  after  righteoufnefi  f  alms  J  ic  is  in  the  vulgar  Latlne  )  and 
mercy  findeth  life  ,  that  verifies  the  firft  ,  and  the  fervent  pray- 
er of  Hez^eki<ih  is  a  great  inliancc  of  the  fecondi  and  all  the  pre- 
cedent difcoufe  was  intended  for  probation  of  the  third,  and  proves  that 
no  difeafe  is  fo  deadly  as  a  deadly  fm  ;  And  the  wayes  of  righceoufnefie 
are  therefore  advantages  of  health,  and  prefervatives  of  life  (  when  liealth 
and  life  are  good  for  us )  becaufe  they  arc  certain  title  to  all  GODS  pro- 
niifes  and  blefTings. 

Upon  fuppofition  of  thefe  premifes  I  confider ,  there  is  no  caufe  to  won"  ^  ^  ^ 

der,  that  tender  perfons,  and  the  fofteft  women  endure  the  violences  o^ 
art  and  Phyfick,  fliarp  pains  of  caufticks  and  cupping  glalfes,  the  abfciffiow 
of  the  moft  fenfible  part  for  prefervation  of  a  mutilous  and  imperfed 
body,  but  it  is  a  wonder,  that  when  GOD  hath  appointed  a  remedy 
in  grace,  apt  to  preferve  nature,  and  that  a  dying  unto  fin  /liould  pro- 
long our  natural!  life,  yet  few  men  are  willing  to  try  the  experi- 
ments they  will  buy  their  life  upon  any  conditions  in  the  world, 
but  thofc,  which  are  the  beft  and  eafieft  :  any  thing  but  religion 
and  fan<ftity ,  although  for   fo  doing  they  are  promifed,  rhat  immor-  ^ 

tality  fhall  be  added  to  the  end  of  a  long  life,  to  make  the  life  of  a  ;?  /•  -r  • 
Hiortall  partake  of  the  eternall   duration  of  an  Aneell ,  or  of  GOD      •    ^V^' 
,,i„,f-^If,  ^  T7a)fntiT 

5.  The  laft  teftimony  of  the  excellency  and  gentlenefie  of  CHRISTS  religionem. 
yoke,  the  fair  load  of  Chriftianity,  is  the  reafonablenelfe  of  it,  arid  the  LalUnt. 
unreafonableneflc  of  its  contrary.  For  whatfoever  the  wifeft  men  in  iht  109^  ^'  «W, 
world  in  all  nations,  and  religions  did  agree  upon  as  moft  excellent J|:.i^^T«'i«r. 
in  It  felf,   and  of  greateft  power  to  nwke  political]  p  cr  future  ^nd'Efchy.Frorn^th, 

mimar 
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Paft  III.        ^niniaccriall  felicities,  all  that  and  nnich  more  the  Holy  JESUS  adopted  ia- 
-  to  his  Law  j  for  they  receiving  fparks ,  or  fingle  irradiations  from  the  regi- 

ons of  light,  or  elfe  having  fair  tapersjfhining  indeed  excellently  in  repre- 
fentations  and  exprefies  of  morality, were  all  involved  and  fwallowed  up  in- 
to the  body  of  light,the  fun  of  rigliteoufnef^.  Chrifts  difcipline  was  the  bre- 
viary cfall  the  wifdom  of  the  beft  men,  and  afuir  copy  and  tranfcriptof 
his  Fathers  wifdom  •,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  laws  of  our  religion  ,  but 
what  is  perfeiftive  of  our  fpirits,  excellent  rules  of  religion,  and  rare  expe- 
dients of  obeying  God  by  the  neereft  wayes  of  imitation  ,  and  fuch  duties 
which  are  the  proper  wayes  of  doing  benefits  to  all  capacities  and  orders  of 
men.  But  I  remember  my  defigne  now  is  not  to  reprefent  Chriftianity  to 
be  a  better  religion  then  any  orhtr;  for  I  fpeak  to  Chriftians,  amongft  whom 
we  prefuppofe  that  *,  but  I  defigne  to  invite  all  Chriftians  in  name,  to  be 
iiich  as  they  are  called,  upon  the  intereft  of  fuch  arguments,  which  repre- 
fent the  advantages  of  obedience  to  our  religion,  as  it  is  commanded  us 
by  God.  And  this  I  fliall  do  yet  further  by  conf  dering ,  that  thofe  Chri- 
ftian  names  who  apprehend  religion  as  the  fafhion  of  their  Country ,  and 
know  no  other  ufe  of  a  Church  but  cuftomary ,  or  fecular  and  prophane, 
that  fuppofing  Chriftian  religion  to  have  come  from  God,  as  we  all  profeife 
to  believe,  there  are  no  greater  fools  in  the  world  then  fuch,  whofe  life 
confornies  not  to  the  pretence  of  their  baptifme  and  inftitution.  They 
have  all  the  fignes  and  charafters  of  fools ,  and  undifcreet ,  unwary  per- 
fons. 
27.  I.  Wicked  perfons,  like  children,  and  fools,  choofe  the  prefent  whatfo- 

€ver  it  is ,  and  negled:  the  infinite  treafures  of  the  futuie.  They  that  have 
no  faith,  nor  forefight  have  an  excufe  for  fnatching  at  what  is  now  repre- 
fented,  becaufe  it  is  that  all^  which  can  move  them  j  but  then  fuch  perfons 
are  infinitely  diftant  from  wifdom,  whofe  underftanding  neither  reafonnor 
.^^    »,  ^  rj^  revelation  hath  carried  further  then  the  prefent  adherencies ',  not  onely 
%tl<i  71  amS-'  ^    ^^^sufe  they  are  narrow  foules  who  cannot  look  forward,  and  have  nothing 
!!°.     V    ."  r  to  diftinguifti  them  from  beafts  who  enjoy  the  prefent,  being  carelefie  of 
!"f*/^25  3.^^*^  "^^^^^  is  to  come-,  butalfo  becaufe  whatfcevcr  is  prefent  is  not  fit  fatisfa- 
"^A^^^  !'    ftion  to  the  fpirit  j  nothing  but  gluttings  of  the  fence,  and  fottifh  appeti- 
n     H^My^xiii.  j.^5    Mofes  was  a  wife  perfon,  and  fo  efteemed,  and  reported  by  the  fpiric 
M  eitcu  qJ  Qq^  ^  becaufe  he  defpfed  the  pleafures  of  Pharaohs  court  having  an  eye  to 

the  recommence  of  reward  :  that  is,  becaufe  he  defpifed  all  the  prefent  argu- 
ments of  delight,  and  preferred  thofe  excellencies  which  he  knew  fhould 
be  infinitely  greater,  as  well  as  he  knew  that  they  fiiould  be  at  all.  He  that 
would  have  rather  chofen  to  ftay  in  the  theatre,  and  fee  the  fports  out,  then 
quit  the  prefent  fpedacle  upon  aflirance  to  be  adopted  into  Cefars  family, 
had  an  ofl'cr  made  him  too  great  for  a  fool,  and  yet  his  misfortune  was  not 
big  enough  for  pity,  becaufe  he  underftood  nothing  of  his  felicity ,  and  re- 
jededwhatheunderftoodnot.  But  he  that  prefers  moments  before  eter- 
nity, and  defpifcs  the  infinite  fucceffions  of  eternall  ages,  that  he  may  enjoy 
the  prefent,  not  daring  to  truft  God  for  what  he  fees  not,  and  having  no  Ob- 
Jed's  of  his  afledions  but  thofe  which  are  the  objefts  of  his  eyes ,  hath  the 
wiipatience  of  a  childe,  and  tlie  indifcretion  of  a  fool,  and  the  faithlefienefTc 
of  an  unbeliever.  The  faith  and  hope  of  a  Chriftian  are  the  graces  and 
portions  of  fpirituall  v/ifdom ,  which  Clvift  defigned  as  an  antidote  againft 
rfiis  folly.. 

2.  ChiJ- 
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2.  Children  and  fcx)ls  choofe  to  pleafe  their  fenfes,  rather  thcnthek^   PartllT 

rcafon,  becaufe  they  ftill  dwell  within  the  regions  offenfe,  and  have  but '_ 

little  refidenceaniongft  inteJledoalJ  eifences.  And  becaufe  the  needs  of  2?. 

nature  firft  imployour  fenfuall  appetites,  thefe  being  llrft  in  polfeflion 
would  alfo  fain  retain  it,  and  therefore  for  evtr  continue  their  title ,  and 
perpetually  fight  for  it  •,  but  btcaufethe  inferi our  faculty  fighting  againft  the 
iiiperior  is  no  better  then  a  rebelU  and  that  it  takes  reafon  for  its  Enemy ,  it 
ftiews  fuch  adicn?,  which  pleafe  the  fenfe  and  do  not  pleafe  the  reafon,  to 
be  unnaturall,  monftrous,  an<l  unreafonable.  And  It  is  a  great  difreputation 
to  the  underftanding  of  a  man  to  be  fo  cozened  and  deceived  as  to  choofe 
money  before  a  morall  vertue,  to  pleafe  that  which  is  common  to  him  and 
beafts,  rather  then  that  part  which  is  a  conimunicatioii  of  the  Divine  na- 
ture, to  fee  him  run  after  a  bubble,  which  himfelf  hath  made?  and  the  fua 
hath  particoloured,  and  to  ^efpife  a  trcafure ,  which  is  ottered  to  him  to 
call  him  off  from  purfuing  that  emptinefie  and  nothing-  But  fo  does  every 
yitiousperfon,  feed  upon  husks  and  loaths  manna,  worfhips  cats  and  oni- 
ons, the  beggerly  and  bafeft  of  Egyptian  Deities,  and  negle^s  to  adore  and 
honour  the  eternall  God  j  he prefenes  the  fociety  of  drunkards  before  the 
communion  of  Saints',  or  the  fellowfhip  of  harlots  before  a  quire  of  pure, 
chaft,  and  immateriall  Angels',  the  iicknefle  and  filth  of  lu>:ury  before  the 
health  and  purities  of  chaAity  and  teniperance ,  a  difh  of  red  lencill  pottage 
before  a  benifon  :  drinkc  before  immortality,  money  before  mercy ,  wan- 
tonnefie  before  the  fevcre  precepts  of  Chriftian  Philofophy,  Earth  before 
heaven,  and  folly  before  the  crowns,and  fcepters  and  glories  of  a  kingdom. 
Againft  this  folly  Chriftian  religion  oppofes  contempt  of  things  below,  and 
fetting  our  affe<^tions  upon  things  above. 

3.  Children  and  fools  propound  to  themfelves  ends  filly,low  and  cheap,thc  ^9» 

getting  of  a  nutfheI,or  a  bag  of  cherryftones  ,  a  gaude  to  entertain  the  fanfie 
of  a  few  minutes,&  in  order  to  fuch  ends  dired  their  counfels  and  defignes. 
And  indeed  in  this  they  are  innocent ',  but  perfons  not  living  according  to 
the  difcipline  of  Chriflianity  are  as  foolifli  in  the  defignation  of  their  ends, 
choofing  things  as  unprofitable  8^:  vain  t©  themfelves,&  yet  with  n>any  mix- 
tures cf  malice  and  injurioufnelTe  both  to  themfelves  and  others.  His  end 
is  to  cofen  his  Brother  of  a  piece  of  land,  or  to  difgrace  him  by  telling  of 
a  lie,  to  fupplant  his  fortune,  to  make  him  miferable;  Ends  which  wife 
men  and  good  men  look  upon  as  miferies  and  perfecutions,  inftruments  of 
affiiftions  and  regret.  Becaufe  every  man  is  member  of  a  fociety,  and  hath 
fome  common  terms  of  union  andconjunfture,  which  niake  all  the  body 
fufceptiveof  all  accidents  to  any  part.  And  it  is  a  great  folly  fcrpleafing 
of  the  eye  to  fnatch  a  knife  which  cuts  our  fingers  •,  to  bring  afflidion  up- 
on my  brother  or  relative, which  either  muft  affe<ft  me,  or  elfe  I  am  an  ufe- 
lefie,a  bafe  or  dead  perfon.  The  ends  of  vice  are  ignoble  and  difhonorablej 
to  difcompofe  the  quiet  of  a  family,or  to  create  jealoufies  or  to  raife  wars,or 
to  make  a  man  lePehappy,orapparantly  miferable,  or  to  fifh  for  the  Devil, 
and  gain  fouls  to  our  Enemv,  or  to  pleafe  a  paffion  that  undoes  us,  or  to  get 
fomediing  that  cannot  fatisfie  us",  this  is  the  chain  of  counfels,  and  the  great 
aims  of  unchriftian  livers,  they  are  all  of  them  extreme  great  miferiei.  And 
it  is  a  great  undecency  for  a  man  to  propound  an  end,lelTe,and  more  imper- 
fcd  then  our  prefent  condition  ',  as  if  we  went  about  to  unravell  our  pre- 
ftnc  eompcfure,  and  to  untie  every  degree  of  cflfence  and  capacity,  and 

to 
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Pare  III.    ^^  ^^'■"^''^  ^^^^  to  our  firft  matter,  and  unfliapen  ftate  *,  hoping  to  get  to  our 

. L  journeys  end  by  going  backwards.  Againft  this  folly  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  5 

oppofed  the  fourth  beatitude,  or  j^recept  of  hungrmg  and  thirfl'mg  after 
right^oufncffe* 
$0,  4  But  children  and  fooles,  whatever  their  end  be,  they  purfwe  them  with 

as  much  weakcneiTe  and  folly,  as  they  firft  chofe  them  with  indifcretion-, 
running  to  broken  cifternes  or  to  puddles  to  quench  their  thirft.  When  they 
are  hungry  they  make  phantafticke  banquets  or  put  Colliquintida  into  their 
pottage ,  that  they  may  be  furnlfhed  with  pot  hearbes :  or  like  the  afle  that 
defired  to  flatter  his  Mafter,  and  therefore  fawned  upon  him  like  a  fpaniel, 
and  bruifed  his  fhoulders.Such  undecencies  of  means  and  profccutionsof  in- 
terefts  we  find  in  unchriftian  courfes.lt  may  be  they  propound  to  themelves 
riches  for  their  ends,  and  they  ufe  covetoufnelTe  for  their  nieanes,  and  that 
brings  nought  home ',  or  elfe  they  fteal  to  get  it,  and  they  are  apprehended, 
T«  J\irXKifJ\\     and  made  to  refiore  fourfold.  Li ke  moths  gnawing  a  garment  they  devoure 
m/idrliifiyi^i-Rq  -their  owu  houfe,  and  by  greedinelTe  of  detlre  they  deftroy  their  content,  ^ 
So-phoclAnug.  making  impatience  the  parent  and  inftrumentofall  their  felicity  :  Or  they 
i*n^atVai^"rfli  -  ^'^^  ^°  greedy  and  imaginative,  and  have  raifed  their  exped^ation  by  an  over 
ic,utren^ne/pk^^^^"^"g  eftceme  of  temporary  felicities,  that  when  they  come,  they  fall 
niVpei,v?c.u      fhort  of  their  promifes,  and  are  indeed  leife  then  they  would  have  been 
commodorum,    by  being  before  hand  apprehended  greater  then  they  could  be.  If  their  de- 
prefentibus  ca-  fignbeto  reprefent  themfelves  innocent  and  guiltleife  of  a  fufpicionora 
rrproip"Sanc"'  fault,  they  deny  thefaft  and  double  it.   When  they  would  repair  their 
p\negyr.  ad       ^olTes  they  fall  to  gaming,  and  bef  des  that  they  are  infinitely  full  of  fears, 
Conttant  filium  pafTions,  wrath,  and  violent  difturbances  in  the  various  chances  of  their 
game,  that  which  they  ufe  to  reftore  their  fortune,  ruines  even  the  little 
remnant,  andcondemns  them  to  beggery,  orwhatis  worfe.  Thus  evil  men 
feek  for  content  out  of  things  that  cannot  fatisfie ;  and  rake  care  to  get  that 
content;  that  is,they  raife  war  to  enjoy  prefent  peace,  and  renounce  all  con- 
tent to  get  it.  They  ftrive  to  deprefie  their  Neighbours,  that  they  may  be 
their  equals,  to  difgrace  them  to  get  reputation  to  themfelves',  (which  arts 
being  ignoble  do  them  the  moft  difparagement )  and  refolve  never  to 
enter  into  the  felicities  cf  GOD  by  content  taken  in  the  profperities  of 
man,  which  is  a  making  our  felves  wretched  by  being  wicked  *,  malice  and 
envy  is  indeed  a  might}^  curfe:  and  the  Devil  can  lliew  us  nothing  more 
foolifli  and  unreafonable  then  envy,  which  is  in  its  very  formality  a  cuife, 
an  eating  of  coales  and  vipers,  becaufe  my  neighbours  table  is  full,  and 
his  cup  is  crowned  with  health  and  plenty.  The  Chriftian  religion,  as  it 
choofes  excellent  ends,  fo  it  ufes  proportionate  and  apt  means  h  The 
moH-  contradiftory  accident   in  the  world   when  it  becomes  hallowed 
by  a  pious  and  Chriftian  defigne  become  a  certain  meanes  of  felicitie 
and  content ,  to  quit  our  lands  for  C  H  R  I  S  T  S  fake  will  certainly  make 
us  rich.  To  depart  from  our  friends  will  increafe  our  relations,  and  bene- 
ficiaries; but  the  ftrivingto  fecure  our  temporall  interefts  by  any  other 
means  then  obedient  aiSions,  or  obedient  fufferings,  is  declared  by  the  ho- 
ly JESUS  to  be  the  greateft  improvidence,  and  ill  husbandry  in  the  world. 
Even  in  this  world  Chrift  will  repay  us  a  hundred  fold  for  all  our  lofles, 
which  we  fuffer  for  the  interefts  of  Chriftianity.  In  the  fame  proportion  we 
find,  that  all  graces  do  the  work  of  humane  felicities  with  a  more  certain 
powd:.,  and  infallible  efle<a:  then  ^eir  contrarki.  Gratitude  endeeres  be. 

nefits 
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Tsefits,  and  procures  more  fricndfhips.  Confeflion  gets  a  parden.  Impudence    part  Hi 

and  lying  doubles  the  fault,andexarperatesthe  oflended  perfon*  Innocence ! 

is  bold,and  rocks  a  man  aneep,but  an  evil  Confcieiice  is  a  continuall  allarm. 
Againft  this  folly  of  ufing  difproportionate  means  in  order  to  their  ends,the 
holy  Jesus  hath  oppofed  the  eight  Beatitudes,  which  by  contradidion^  oC. 
nature,  and  improbable  caufes,  according  to  humane  and  erring  cftimatc" 
bring  our  beft  and  wifeft  ends  to  palfe  Infallibly,  and  divinely. 

5.  But  this  is  too  large  a  field  to  vv^alk  in  •,  for  it  reprefents  all  the  flat- 
teries of  fin  to  be  a  meet  coozenage  and  deception  of  the  underftand-  ^' 
ing,andwefinde  by  this  fcrutiny  that  evil  and  unchriftian  pcrfons  are  io* 
finitely  unwife ,  becaufe  they  neglc(ft  the  counfell  of  their  Superiors,  audi 
their  guides  j  They  dote  pafTionatly  upon  trifles,  they  relie  upon  falfe  foun- 
dations, and  deceiving  principles ',  they  are  moft  confident ,  when  they  are 
nioft  abufed ',  they  are  like  fUelled  filh  finging  loudeft>  when  their  houfe  is 
on  fire  about  their  ears,  and  being  merrieft ,  when  they  are  moft  miferable, 
and  perifliing  *,  when  they  have  the  option  of  two  things  they  ever  choofe 
the  worft  j  they  are  not  niafters  of  their  own  ad:ions,buc  break  all  purpofos 
at  firft  temptation  •,  tliey  take  more  pains  to  do  themfelves  a  mifchief  then 
would  fecure  heaven,  that  is,  they  are  rude.  Ignorant,  foolifti,  unwary ,  and 
undifcerning  people  in  all  fenfes  and  to  all  purpofes  ,  and  are  incurable  but 
by  their  obedience^and  conformity  to  the  holy  ]ESUS,thc  eternall  wiiHom 
of  the  Father. 

Vpon  the  flrength  of  thefe  premifes  the  yoke  of  Ghriftianity  muft  need's  S^*- 

be  apprehended  light,  though  it  had  in  it  more  prclfure,  then  it  hath  ',  bc- 
caufelightneifecr  heavinelfe  being  relative  termes  are  to  beefteemedby 
comparifon  to  others.  Ghriftianity  is  far  eafier  then  the  yoke  of  Mofes  law, 
not  oncly  becaufe  it  corafifts  of  fewer  rites ,  hue  alfo  becaufe  thofe  perfedr- 
ing  and  excellent  graces ,  which  integrate  the  body  of  our  religion  are 
made  eafie  by  Gods  affifting,  and  the  gifts  of  the  holy  Ghoft  ?  And  we  may- 
yet  make  it  eafier  by  love,  and  by  fear,  which  are  the  proper  produds  of 
the  Evangelicall  promifes  and  thrcatnings.  For  I  have  feen,  perfons  in 
afTrightment  liave  carried  burdens  and  leaped  ditches  ,  and  climbed  walls, 
which  their  naturall  power  could  never  have  done.  And  if  we  underftood 
thefadnelies  of  acurfed  eternity,  from  which  we  are  commanded  to  fly, . 
and  yet  knew  how  neer  we  are  to  k,  and  how  likely  to  fail  into  it,  it  weald 
create  fears  greater  thenafuddain  fire?  or  a  midnight  allarm.  And  thofe 
wnliappy  fouls  who  come  to  feel  this  ti'uth,  when  their  condition  is  without 
remedy ,  are  made  the  more  miferable  by  the  apprehenfion  of  their  ftupid 
folly.  For  certainly  the  accurfed  fpirits  feel  the  fmart  of  hell  once  doubled 
upon  them  by  confidering  by  what  vain unfatisfying  trifles  they  loft  their 
happinelfe,  with  what  paines  they  perilled ,  and  with  how  great  eafe  they 
might  have  been  beatified.  And  certain  it  is,  Ghriftian  religion  hath  fo  fur- 
Hiflicduswithafriftances,  both  cxteriour  and  interiour ,  both  of  perfuafion 
and  advantages,  that  whatfoever  Chrift  hath  doubled  upon  us  in  perfedion 
he  hath  alleviated  in  aides. 

Aii^  then  if  we  compare  the  ftate  of  Ghriftianity  with/7;^,  all  the  prcced- 
ijngdifcourfes  were  intended  to  reprefent  how  much  eafier  it  is  to  be  a  ^^' 

Ghriftian  then  a  vile  and  wicked  perfon.  And  he  that  remembers,  that 
whatever  fair  allurements  may  be  pretended  as  invitations  to  a  fir,  are  fuch 
falfc  and  unlkti^fying  pretence^  that  they  drive  a  man  to  repent  him  of  his 

folly?, 
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Part  III        ^"^^^7'  ^^^  ^'^^  ^  S"-^^  laughter  end  in  a  figh,  and  expire  in  wearinelTe  and 

»_ ^_1_^  indignation,  muft  needs  confelfe  himfelf  afool  for  doing  that  which  he 

knows  will  make  him  repent,  that  he  ever  did  it.  A  fin  makes  a  man  afraid, 
when  it  thunders,  and  in  all  dangers  the  fin  detrafts  the  vifour,  and  aflrights 
him  ,  and  vifits  him,  when  he  comes  to  die,  upbraiding  him  with  guilt 
and  threatning  mifery.  So  that  Chriftianity  is  the  eafieft  Law,and  the  eafiefi: 
ftate,  it  is  more  perfeft  and  leffe  troublefome  :  it  bring  us  to  felicity  by 
wayes  proportionable,  landing  us  in  reft  by  eafy  andunperplexed  journeys. 
This  difcourfe  I  therefore  thought  necelfary,  becaufe  it  reconciles  our  reli- 
gion with  thofe  pafTions  and  defires,  which  are  commonly  made  the  inftru- 
mentsand  arguments  of  fin.  For  we  rarely  meet  with  fuch  fpirits,  which 
love  vertue  fo  metaphyfically  as  to  abftrad  her  from  all  fenfible  and  delici- 
ous compofitions,  and  love  the  purirj'  of  the  Idea.  S.  Lewis  the  King  fent 
JvoBifhop  ofChartres  on  an  EmbalTy,  andheto!-d>  that  he  met  a  grave 
matron  on  the  way  with  fire  in  one  hand,  and  water  in  the  other  j  and  ob- 
r  fcrving  her  to  have  a  melancholy ,religious  and  phantaftick  deportment,and 

look,  aftced  her  what  thofe  fymbols  meant,  and  what  fhe  meant  to  do  with 
her  fire  and  water  /  She  anfwered,  my  purpofe  is  with  the  fire  to  burn  Pa- 
radife,  and  with  my  water  to  quench  the  flames  of  hell,  that  men  may  ferve 
GOD  without  the  incentives  of  hope  and  fear,  and  purely  for  the  love  of 
Quis  errim  virtu-  GOD.  Whether  the  woman  were  onely  imaginative  and  fad,  or  alfo  zealous 
tern  amplcftitur  I  know  not.  But  GOD  knowes  he  would  have  few  Difciples,  if  the  argu- 
ipfaai  ments  of  invitation  were  not  of  greater  promife,  then  the  labours  of  vertue 

lasTHor         ^^  °^  trouble.  And  therfore  the  fpirit  of  God  knowing  to  what  we  are  infle- 
Subiatis  ftndio-  5<ible,and  by  what  we  are  made  moft  dudile,and  malleable,  hath  propoun- 
run  preciij,  eti-  ded  vertue  clothed  and  drelTed  with  fuch  advantages  as  may  entertain  even 
am  ttudiaperi-    Our  fenfitive  part,  and  firft  defires,  that  thofe  alfo  may  be  invited  to  vertue, 
decora"'  ^Tad    ^^°  underftand  not  what  is  juft  and  reafonable,  but  what  is  profitable, 
liuTnnal.  ^"^'  ^^^  ^^^  "^^^^  moved  with  advantage  then  juftice.  And  becaufe  emolument 
Vide  Ciceron.  '^  "^^""^  ^^^^  ^^^"^^  innocence,  and  a  man  may  be  poor  for  all  his  gift  of  cha- 
'Tufcul.2.L(i^\  ^'^y'  ^^^  ^°^y  JESUS  to  endeer  the  pradifes  of  religion  hath  reprefented 
Jib.  5.  c  27    *  ^^^^^^^f^  u"fo  "S  under  the  notion  of  gain  •,  and  fin  as  unfruitfuU ;  and  yet 
inffit',   '    '  *     befides  all  the  naturall  and  reafonable  advantages,  every ,vertue  hath  a  fi> 
virtusper  k  ip-  pernaturall  reward,  a  gracious  promife  attending,  and  every  vice  is  not  onc- 
(am  non  beata    ly  naturally  deformed,  but  is  made  more  ugly  by  a  threatning,  and  horrid 
eft,  quoniam  in  by  an  appendant  curfe.  Henceforth  therefore  let  no  man  complain,  that  the 
perferendis,  "t  (^Q,^,j^gj^jn^g„j.3  ^^f  qqd  gj-^  impoffible  >  for  they  are  not  onely  pofTible 
vise^'urdt'^^^  but  eafy,  and  they  that  fay  othcrwife  and  do  accordingly,  take  more  pains 
Idem.  c.  12.     ^0  ^3^^'y  ^^^^  inftruments  of  their  own  death,  then  would  ferve  toafccrtain 
Aug,  ep.    1*2.  ^^"^^"^  of  life.  And  if  we  would  do  as  much  for  C  H  R I  S  T,  as  we  have  done 
'  for  fin  we  fhould  finde  the  pains  lelfe?  and  the  pleafure  more.  And  there- 
fore fuchcomplainers  are  without  excufe,  for  certain  it  is,  they  that  can  go 
in  foul  wayes,  muft  not  fay  they  cannot  walk  in  fair.  They  that  march  over 
rocks  in  defpight  of  fo  many  impediments,  can  travail  the  even  wayes  of 
religion  and  peace,  when  the  holy  JESUS  is  their  guide,  and  the  fpirit  is 
-their  Guardian,  and  infinite  felicities  are  at  their  journeys  end,  and  all  the 
«reafon  of  the  world,  politicall,  oeconomicall,  and  perfonall,  do  entertain 
and  fupport  us  in  the  travell  of  the  paflage. 
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The  Prayer. 

OEternall  Jtfus^  t^^ho  gavefl  lawes  unto  the  worlds  that  t?iankjnd  being  uni- 
ted to  thee  by  the  bands  of  obedience  might  partake  of  all  thy  glories  and  fe- 
licities h  open  our  underftandiag^  give  us  the  fpiritoj  difcerning^  and  }uji  appre- 
henftonofall  the  beauties^  with  which  thou  hafl  enamelledvertue  t^reprefent  it 
beauteous^  and  amiable  in  our  eyes;  that  by  the  allurements  ofexteriour  deceneies 
and  appendant  bleffings  our  prefent  de fires  mas  be  entertained^  our  hopes  promoted 
CUT  afe^ions  fatisfied^  and  love  entring  in  by  thefe  doore  s  may  dwell  in  the  interi- 
our  regions  of  the  will.  0  make  us  to  love  thee  for  thy  felfe^  and  rdigion  for  thefy 
and  all  the  injfruments  of  religion  in  order  to  thy  glory,  and  our  own  felicities.  Pull 
•ffthevi:(_ouroffin,  and  difcover  its  deformities  by  the  lanterne  of  thy  word  and 
tbe  light  of  the  Spirit,  that  I  may  never  be  bewitched  with  jottijl}  appetites  y 
he  pleafed  to  build  up  all  the  contents  I  expell  in  this  world  upon  the  interefi  of 
a  venuous  life,  and  the  fupport  of  religion,  that  I  may  be  rich  ingood  works j 
content  in  the  iffues  of  thy  providence,  my  health  may  be  the  refult  of  temperance 
andfeverity,  my  mirth  in  fpirituall  emanations,  my  reft  in  hope,  my  peace  in  n. 
good  confcience,  my  fairs fa^ion  and  acquiefcence  in  thee  j  that  from  content  I 
maypajfeto  an  eternall fulnejfe,  from  health  to  immortality,  from  grace  to  glory, 
walking  in  the  paths  of  rigbteoufneffe  by  the  waters  of  comfort  to  the  land  of 
everlajiing  refttofeaftin  the  glorious  comimnications  of  eternity ,  eternally  a- 
doring ,  loving  and  enjoying  the  infinity  of  the  ever  Bleffed  and  myfterious  . 
trinity ,  t9  whom  be  glory  and  honour  ^  and  dminion  now  and  for  ever.  . 
Amn. 
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0/  Certainty  of  Salvatiok. 

;Hen  the  holy  jESUS  took  an  account  of  the  firft  legatloft 
'  and  voyage  of  his  Apoftles ,  he   found  them  rejoycing  In 
priviledges,  andexteriour  powers,  in  their  authority  over 
unclean  fpirits  j  but  weigliing  it  in  his  balance,  he  found 
the  caufe  too  light,  and  therefore  diverted  it  upon  the  right 
©bjed:.  Rejoycetbatyournamesarewrinen  in  Heaven',  the  revelation  was 
confirmed  and  more  perfonally  applyed  in  anfwertoS.  Fet^n  Queftion  , 
Vk  have  for faken  all  and  followed  thee,  what  fl)allwe  have  therefore.  Their 
LORD  anfwered  j  Tcjfjallftt  upon  twelve  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Jfrael.  Amongft  thefe  perfons  to  whom  CHRIST  fpake /mu^j- was  *,  he 
-    was  one  of  the  twelve,  and  he  had  a  throne  allotted  for  him  j  his  nam.e  was 
defcribed  in  the  book  of  life,  and  a  fceptre  and  a  crown  was  depofited  for 
him  too  7  for  we  muft  not  judge  of  CHRISTS  meaning  by  the  event,  fince 
he  fpake  thefe  words  to  produce  in  them  faith,  comfort  and  joy  in  the  beft 
objeifts :  it  was  a  fermon  of  duty  as  well  as  a  homily  of  conifort,  and  there- 
fore was  equally  intended  to  all  the  Colledge  j  and  fince  the  number  of 
^hiones  is  proportioned  to  the  number  of  men  it  is  certain  there  was  no  eK-" 
ception  of  any  man  there  includedv  and  yet  tisas  certain  y«^<i/ never  came 
to  lit  upon  the  throne,  and  his  name  was  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  life  y 
*  Gu«d  dixit  ^e-  ^°^  ^^^^  P"^  ^^^^^  ^"^^  together,  that  in  fcripture  it  was  not  revealed  to 
lus  "2.  Difcipu-  2ny  "lan  concerning  his  finall  condition  "^  but  to  the  dying  penitent  thiefe, 
lis,  Lucae  lo.v.  and  to  the  twelve  Apoftles,  that  twleve  thrones  were  3e/?g«eii for  them, 
ao  eorum  no-  and  apromife  made  of  there  inthronization,  and  yet  that  ho  mans  finall 
Srrin  calo?"  ^^^^^  '^  ^°  cleerely  declared  miferable  and  loft,  as  that  ofj^udas^ont  of  the 
prsdcftinatio'     twelve,  to  whoni  a  throne  was  promifcd  j  the  refult  will  be  that  the  eled"ion 
Mem  licet  aliqua-  of  holy  perfons  is  a  condition  allyed  to  duty,  abfolute  and  infallible 
tenus  denotet,    jn  the  generall,  -and  fuppofing  all   the  difpofitions  and  rcquifites  con- 

ri°?;.""'r"i^oj  curring  ,  but  fallible  in  the  particular,  if  we  faU  off  from  the  mercies 
glonam   led  ad     <-      ,&  -^  ^  ,  ^    .  \  ,.  .  _,  ,         ,  . 

manus  Evange-  01    the    Covenant  and    prevaricate    the   conditions.     But   the   thing 

Iicum,  &mini-  which  is  moft  obferveable  is,  that  if  in  perfons  fo  eminent  and  privi- 
fteriuninreg-  ledged,  and  to  whom  a  revelation  of  their  eIcd:ion  was  made,  as  a  par- 
aT"  antcm  er  ^'^"^^^  g'*ace,  their  condition  had  one  weak  leg,  upon  which  becaufe  in 
baHlaHon  rem  dIdTely  for  one  half  of  the  inrereft  it  could  be  no  ftrongerthen  itsfup- 
faif^i  denota-  porrers  j  the  condition  of  lower  perfons  to  whom  no  revelation  is  made, 
rcfedcauGra 

gaudJitantaTienarrare  j  {lam&  hgitima  n  ;  exfuppofidoncfcil-  &qHando  hoc  contigerit,  autad  cfFcdiim 
perdticetur.  Utcunq;  .ttitem  verba  fignificciic  certumelt  Deftores  Ecdcfije  non  paiicos  trudidilTc  72  tis 
feipulos  Chriftum  rciiouiilc  nee  rsdiifli  denuo. 
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no  priviledgcs  arc  n:dulg<;d,  no  greacnefle  of  fpiricuall  cminency  is  appen-    p^rc  UU     ' 

daiujdb  thty  have  no  greater  certainty  in  the  thing/o  they  have  lefie  in  per ms 

lon,and  aie  therefore  co  work. out  their  filvaticn  with  great  fears  and  tremblings 
ef  Spirit. 

riie  purpofe  of  this  coniideration  is,^hat  we  do  not  judge  of  our  finall  con-  2. 

dirion  by  any  dircourfes  of  our  own,  rehying  upon  GODS  fecret  counfelS)  Adfiefusab  /;«- 
aid  prcdefiination  cf  eternity.    This  is  a  mountain  upon  vwhich  who-  jafinodtvotis 
iocver  clinibes  like  Mofes  to  bthold  the  land  of  Canaan  at  great  diftances  jacillime  tranfi" 
may  pleafe  fcis  eyes,  or  fatistie  his  curiofity,  but  is  certain  never  to  tur. Tacit. 
tnter  that  way.    It  is  like  enquiring    into  fortunes  concerning  which -Nos par vumac 
'Farorinus  the  Philolopher  fpake  not  unhandfomely  i  they  that  foretell  debilevulgus 

*  events  of  deftiny,  and  fecret  providence,  either  foretell  fad  things  or  fcrutamur  peni^ 
'profperous.  If  they  proniifeprofperous  and  deceive,  you  are  made  mi-  tusSuperos, 

*  fcrabLe  by  a  vain  fperalatipn.  If  they  threaten  ill  fortune  and  fay  h\k,  hincpallor^et  irs 
'thou  art  made  wretched  by  a  falfe  fear.  Eut  if  they  foretell  adverfiry  Hincfcelus^in- 
'and  fay  true,  thou  art  made  miferable  by  thy  own  apprehenlion ,  be-  fidi£q'f^(^nulU 
'  fore  thou  art  fo  by  deftiny  j  And  many  times  the  fear  is  worfe  then  the  modeftia  voti. 

'  evil  feared.  But  if  they  promife  felicities  and  promife  truely ,  what  Statius. 
'fhall  come  to  paife  *,  then  thou  ftialt   be  wearied  by  an  impatience  ^.(/e//7«/./.  14. 
and  a  fufpended  hope ',  and  thy  hope  lliall  ravifii  and  deflowre  the  joyes  FuturumgaudU 
of  thy  poffefTion.  Much  of  it  is  hugely  applicable  to  the  prefent  Queftion  *,  fruHumfpes 
andourBlefled  LORD,  when  he  was  petitioned,  that  he  would  grant  to  tibijampr^- 
the  two  fons  ci  Zebedee^  that  they  ntight   fit  one  on   the   right  hznd^  floraverit, 
and  the  other  on  the  left  in  his  kingdom,  re)ed:ed  their  defire,  and 
onely  promlfed  them ,  what  concerned  their  duty ,   and  their  fuft'ering, 
referring  them  to  that,  and  leaving  the  finall  event  of  men  to  the  di- 
fpofirion  of  his  Father.  This  is  the  great  fecret  cf  the  kingdom,  which     y-    ^    » 
GOD  hath  locked  up  and  fealed  with   the  Counfels   cf  eternity.    The  ^^^^*'^h 
fure  foundation  of  OODftandeth  ^  having  this  feal.,  The  Lord  knorveth  wheare 
his.  This  feal  jliall  never  be  broken  up,  till  the  great  day  of  Chrift,  ia 
the  mean  time,  the  Divine  knowledge  is  the  onely  repofitory  of  the 
hnall  fentences,  and  this  rvay  of  God   is  unfearcheable  ^  and  paft  finding 
€ut.    And  therefore   if  we  be  Ibllicitous  ,   and  curious  to  know  whac 
GOD  in    the  counfels  cf  eternity   hath   decreed  concerning  us,  he 
hath    in   two  fair   tables  defcribed   all  thofe  fentences ,  from  whence 
we  niufi:  take  accounts  •,   the  revelations  of  Scripture ,  and  the  book 
of  Confcience  :  The  firft  recites  the  law  and  the  conditions.  The  other 
gives  in  evidence ;  The  firft  rscleer,  evident  and  confpicuous  *,  The  other 
when  it  is  written  with  large  charac'^trs  may  alfo  be  difcerned ',  but  there 
2re  many  little  accents,  periods,   diftindions,  and  little  fignifications 
of  a<ftions,  which  either  are  there  written  in  water  or  fullied  over  with 
careleflenefle,  or  blotted  with  fcrgetfullnefe  or  not  legible  by  ignorance, 
or  mifconftrued  by  inrereft  and  partiality,  that  it  will  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  read  the  hand  upon  the  wall  or  to  copy  out  one  line  of  the  eternall 
fentence.  And  therefore  excellent  w;s  the  counfell  of  the  fon  of  Shach:  £fcii(.2.2l.»^ 
feek  not  out  the  things^   that  are  too  bard  for  thee.,  neither  fear cb  the  things.^ 
that   are  above  thy  ftrength.,  but  what    is   conmianded   thee  think,  thereupon 
with  reverence  ,  for  it  is  not  need  full  fir  thee  to  fee  with  thine  eyes  the  things^ 
that  are  in  fecret.     For  whatfcever  GOD  harh  revealed  in  generall  con- 
cerning eledion,i(tconcernes  all  perfons  within  the  pale  of  Chrift ianity  *, 

Ccc  he 
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p^^  jlj        lit  hath  conveyed  notice  to  all  Chriftian  people  ?  that  they  a^  the  fons  of 

. 1_  GOD7  thacthey  arer/je^^rj-ofettrnity,  cobeireswhh  Chnfi  ^  ^mak^rs  of 

the  Divine  mture  :  nieaniiig  that  fuch  they  are  by  the  deligne  of  GOD, 
and  thepurpofesof  rhenunifeft-ition  of  his  Son  j  The  eleftion  of  GOD 
is  difputed  in  Scripture  to  be  an  aft  of  GOO  feparating  wliole  nations,  and 
rejefting  others ,  in  eachof  v/hich  many  particular  inftances  there  were, 
contrary  to  thegenerall  and  univerfall  purpofe  *,  and  of  the  eleft:  nation's 
many  particulars  peiifhed  ,  and  many  of  the  rejedcd  people  fate  down 
mth  Abraham  y  Ifacick,^  aad  Jacoh  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  •■,  and  to 
thofe  perfons  to  whom  GOD  was  more  particular,  and  was  pleafed  to  fhew 
the  fcrowlcs  of  his  eternall  counfels  and  to  reveal  their  particular  elefti- 
ons,  as  he  did  to  the  twelve  Apoftles,  he  fiiewed  them  \vr3pped  up  and  feal- 
ed  j  and  to  take  oft  their  confidences,  or  prefumptions  he  gave  probation  in 
one  inftance,  that  thofe  fcrowles  may  be  cancelled ,  that  his  purpofe  con- 
cerning particulars  may  be  altered  by  us, and  therefore  that  he  did  not  dif- 
cover  the  bottome  of  the  abyfle,  but  fome  purpofes  of  fpeciall  grace, and  in- 
definite defign*,  but  his  peremptory  ,finalU  unalterable  decree  he  keeps  in 
thecabinetsof  the  eternall  ages  never  to  be  unlocked,  till  the  angel  of  the 
Covenant  fliall  declare  the  unalterable  univerfall  fentence. 
2.  But  as  we  take  the  meafure  of  the  ccurfe  of  the  fun  by  the  dimenfiom 

of  the  fhadows  made  by  our  own  bodies,  or  our  owa  inftruments :  fo  muft 
we  take  themeafures  of  eternity  by  the  fpan  of  a  mans  hand,  and  gueffe 
at  what  God  decrees  of  us,  by  confidering  how  our  relations,  and  endeer- 
mentsaretohim, anditis  obferveable,  that  all  the  confidences,  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  hath  created  in  the  Eledaxe  built  upon  duty  ,  and  ftand 
or  fall  according  to  the  ftrength  or  weakneife  of  fiich  fupporrers.  V/e  knov? 
1.7ok.3.l4.  we  are  tranflated  from  death  to  life  by  our  love  unto  the  Brethren  :  meaning  that 
the  performance  of  our  d\ity  is  the  heft  confignation  to  eternity  ,  and  the 
onely  teftimony  GOD  gives  us  of  our  election.  And  therefore  we  are 
to  make  our  judgements  accordingly.  And  here  I  confidcr  that  there  is  no 
ftate  of  a  Chriftian ,  in  which  by  vertue  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Gofptl  it  is 
efl-eftively  ,  and  fully  declared',  that  his  fins  are  aftually  pardoned,  but 
onely  in  Baptifme,  at  our  lirft  coming  to  Chrifi:,  when  he  rcdecmes  us  from 
our  vain  converfation,  when  he  makes  us  become  Senf  of  G  0  D  ^  when  he 
jujiijies  us  freely  by  his  grace  ^  When  we  are  pui-ified  by  faith,  when  we  make 
a  Covenant  with  CHFilST  to  live  for  ever  according  to  his  laws.  An  J  this 
I  fhall  fuppofe  I  have  already  proved  and  e^Kplicated  in  the  Difcourfe  of  re- 
pentance. So  that  who  ever  is  certain,  he  hath  not  offended  GOD  iince 
that  time,  and  in  nothing  tranfgrelTeth  the  laws  of  Chriftianity,he  i^  certain, 
that  he  adually  remains  in  the  ftate  of  baptifmall  purity ,  but  it  is  too  cer- 
tain that  this  certainty  reniaines  not  long,  but  we  commonly  throw  fome 
durt  into  our  waters  of  baptifme,  andftain  our  white  robe ,  which  we  then 
put  on. 
4»  But  then  becaufe  our  ref^itution  to  this  ftate  is  a  thing,  that  confifts  of  \o 

many  parrs,  is  fo  diviiible  ,  various  ,  and  uncertain  whether  it  be 
arrived  to  the  de8;ree  of  innocence  "  (  and  our  innocence  confifts  in 
a  mathematicall  point ,  and  is  not  capable  of  degrees  any  more  then 
UTticy,  l^ecaufc  one  ftaine  deftroyes  our  being  innocentjit  is  therefore  a  very 
difficult  matter  to  fay  that  we  have  done  all  our  duty  towards  our  reftitii- 
tio»  CO  baptifmall  g^ace ;  and  if  we  have  noc  doHC  all  thas  we  can  do. 
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it  is  harder  to  fay  chat  GOD  hath  acccprcd  that  which  is  leife  then  the    p^^^"jjj^ 

conditions,  weentred  into,  when  we  received  the  great  juftification  and ^ ^ 

pardon  of  fins.  Wc  all  know  we  do  lefTe  then  our  duty  ,  and  we  hope  that 
GOD  makes  ab:itenienis  for  himune  infirmities-,  but  we  have  but  a  few  rules 
ro  judge  by,  and  they  not  infallible  in  themfelvcs,  and  we  yet  more  fallible 
in  tlie  application,  whether  we  have  not  mingled  Tome  little  minutes  of  ma- 
lice in  the  body  of  infirmities,and  how  much  will  "bear  cxcufe  j  and  in  what 
time,  and  to  what  perfons,and  to  what  degrees,  and  upon  what  endeavours, 
wefhall  be  pardoned  ?  So  that  all  the  intervall  between  our  loofing  baptif- 
niall  grace  and  jhe  day  of  our  death,  we  walk  in  a  cloud,having  loft  the  cer- 
tain knowledge  cf  our  prefenr  condition  by  our  prevarications.  And  indeed 
it  is  a  very  hard  thing  for  a  man  to  know  his  own  heartjSi  he  that  fhal  obfcrvc 
how  often  himfelf  hath  been  abufed  by  confidences,  and  fecret  imperfecti- 
ons, and  how  the  greatcft  pa4t  of  Chriftians  in  name  onely,  do  think  thetn- 
felves  in  a  very  good  condition,  when  God  knows  they  are   infinitely  re- 
moved from  It,  and  yet  if  they  did  not  think  then-.felves  well  and  fure,  it 
16  unimaginable  they  liiould  ileep  fo  quietly,  and  walk  fecurely  ,  and  confi- 
der  negligently  and  yet  proceed  confidently,  he  that  confiders  this,  and  up- 
on what  weak  &  falfe  principles  of  Divinity  men  have  raifed  their  ftrengths 
and  perfuafions,  will  eafily  confent  to  diis,  that  it  is  very  eafie  for  men  to  be 
deceived  m  taking  eftiniate  of  their  prefent  condition,  of  their  being  in  the 
ftate  of  grace. 

But  there  is  gre?.t  variety  of  men,  and  difference  of  degrees :,  and  every  ^* 

ftep  of  returning  to  GOD  may  reafonably  adde  one  degree  of  hope,  tiM 
at  laft  it  comes  to  the  certainty  and  top  of  hope.   Many  men  beleeve 
themfelves  to  be  in  the  flate  of  grace,  and  are  not.  Many  are  in  the  ftate  of 
grace,  and  are  infinitely  feaifuU  they  are  out  of  it.  And  many  that  ai-e  in 
Gods  favour  do  think  they  are  fo,  and  they  are  not  deceived.  And  all  this 
is  certain  ,  for  fome  fin  that  fin  of  prefumption  and  flattery  of  themfelves, 
and  fonie  good  perfons  are  vexed  v/ith  violent  fears  and  temptatioiis  to  de- 
fpaire  ;  and  all  are  not  j  and  when  their  hopes  are  right,  yet  fome  are 
itrong  and  fome  are  weake  i  for  they,  that  are  well  perfuaded  of  their  pre-  i.Cor.4.4. 
fent  condition ,  have  perfuafions  as  different  as  are  the  degrees  of  their  ap-  Cum-ti-.-wiiis  in 
preach  to  innocence.  And  he  that  is  at  the  higheft  ha-h  alfo  fijch  abate- J^y"^"^^^^ 
ments,  which  are  apt  and  proper  for  the  confervaticn  of  humility  and  godly  jorem  tamen'of- 
fear.    /  am  guilty  of  nothing  (faith  Saint  P<iul)  but  1  am  not  hereby  juftjfied^  fcnfa rum  partem 
meaning  thus,  though  I  be  innocent  for  ought  I  know,  yet  GOD  who  "'?^^^''/?ji."s 
judges  otherwife  then  we  judge  may  finde  fome  thing  to  reprove  in  ^{^  Ano^olas^^ 
me  :  It  is   OOD  that  judges^  that  is,  concerning  my  degrees  of  accep-  nihil  confcius 
tance,  and  hopes  of  glory.    If  the  pcrfon   be  newly  recovering  from  futr,  &c.  q.d. 
ti  Hate  of  fin,  becaufe  his  flate  is  imperfeft,    and  his    fin  not  dead,  ™>Jta doiifta 
and  his  luft  adive,  and  his  habite  not  quite  cxtind:,    it  is  eafie  for  ^^'"'".'"°»^"* 
a  man  to  be  too  halty  m  pronouncing  well.  He  is  wiapt  upmacloke  non  intelligo. 
of  clouds,  hidden  and  encombred,  and  his  brightcft  day  is  but  tv/i-  Propter  banc 
light,, and  his  difcernings   dark,  conjefturall  and  imperfe<ft  ,  and  his  ^?"''^'^.P^°pl^pf' 
heart  is  like  a  cold  hand  newly  applyed  to  the  fire ,  full  of  pain  ;  and  j'n^nfoi??  ^"*^ 
whedicr  the  heat  or  the  cold  be  firongeft  is  not  eafie  to  determine  ',  or  sBaiilc.2, 
like  middle  colours  which  no  man  can  tell,  to  which  of  the  extremes  they  Monaft.conftirj 
are  to  be  accounted.  But  according  as  perfons  grow  in  grace,  fo  they  Eccles.^.1.2^ 
may  grow  in  confidence  of  their  prefent  condition.  It  is  not  certain  they  Job,^.2i^ 

C  c  c  2  will 
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*°T       t77~  ^'^^  ^°  ^^^^  fcr  fometirr.es  the  beamy  of  the  tabernacle  is  covered  with  goats 

^  fart  hair,andl']^hisof  beafts,  and  holy  people  do  hifinitely  deplore  the  want  of 

fiich  graces  which  God  obfei  ves  in  them  witii  great  complacency  and  accep- 

taKce.  Both  thefe  cafes  fay,  that  to  be  certainly  perfwaded  of  ourprefenc 

condition  is  not  a  duty:  Sometimes  it  is  not  poffible,  and  fometime  ic 

is  better  to  be  otherwife.  But  if  we  conlider  of  this  certainty  as  a  blef- 

fing  and  a  r<r)»^dr^,  there  is  no  queftion,  but  in  a  great  and  an  eminent  fan<ftity 

of  life,  there  may  alfo  be  a  great  confidence  and  fiilnefie  of  perfwafion, 

that  our  prefent  being  is  well  and  gracious,  and  then  it  is  certain  that 

fuch  perfons  are  not  deceived.     For  the  thing  it  felfe  being  fure, 

if  the  perfua-^on  anfwersto  ir,  it  is  needleffe  to  difpute  of  the  degree 

of  certainty  and  the  manner  of  it.  Some  perfons  are  heartily  perfuaded 

of  there  being  reconciled,  andcfthefe  fomeare  deceived  asd  fome  are 

not  deceived,  and   there  is  no  fignc  to  diftinguilh  then;,  but  by  that 

which  is  the  thing  fignii'ied:  a  holy  life  according  to  the  ftriA  rules  of 

Chriftian  Difcipline  tels  what  perfons  are  confident,  and  who  arc  pre- 

Beaius  Dankl  fumptuous.  But  the  certainty  is  reafonable  in  none,  but  in  old  Chrifrians, 

■pr£fcmfuturo-  habitually  holy  perfons,  not  in  new  converts,  or  in  lately  lapfed  jxroplej 

YH  defententU   for  concerning  them  we  finde  the  fpirit  of  G  O  D  fpeaking  with  claufes  of 

Vei dubitat.      reftraint  and  ambiguity ,a [perhaps^]snd  [who knoweth]  2i\-]d[ peradventure] 

Kemtemem-     the  thoughts  of  thy  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee^  or  [GOD  may  have  mercy 

rkmfaciunt      on  thee.  And  that  GOD  hath  done  fo,  they  onely  havercafon  to  be  con- 

quiaudailer      fident ,   whom  GOD  hath  blelfed  with  a    laAing  continuing  pifcty, 

veniampollj-     and   who   have     wrought   out   the    habites    of   their   precon traded 

centur peccami'  vices. 

bHs.S.Hieron.  EuC  we  find  in  fcrlpture  many  precepts  given  to  Holy  perfons  being 
Dtf«.4.27.  in  theflate  of  grace  to  fecure  their  ftanding  and  perpetuate  their  preenc 
yoel.2A4,  condition.  For  [  he  that  endureth  unto  the  end  he  [onely  J  jballbe  faved  ] 
A^s  8.22.  (  faid  our  blelfed  S  A  V I  O  U  R  )  and  [  he  tkatftandeth  Icihim  tak?  heed  leji 
6.  he  fall.  J  And,  thou  ftandeft   by  faith,  be  not  high  minded  but  fear,  and, 

Matth.  24,1^.  work,  out  your  falvati on  with  fear  and  trembling.  Bold  faft  thatthmhafl,  and 
Rnn.11.20,  let  no  man  take  the  crown  from  thee-  And  it  was  excellent  advice,  for 
Revel.2»$.  one  church  had  lofl  their  firft  love,  and  was  likely  alfo  to  loofe  their  rrovvi?. 
^.10.  And  Saint   Paul  himfelfe,  who  had  once  entred  within  the  vail,  and 

feen  unutterable  glories,  yet  was  forced  to  endure  harddiip,  and  to 
fight  againft  his  own  difobedient  appetite,  and  to  do  violence  to  his 
inclinations,  for  fear,  that  whilefl:  he  preached  to  others  himfelf  fhsuld 
become  a  caftaway.  And  fi|ice  we  obferve  in  holy  flory,  that  Adam  and 
Eve  fdl  in  Paradife,  and  the  Angels  fell  in  heaven  it  felf,  tumbling 
at  the  very  jewels ,  which  pave  the  ftreets  of  the  cceleftiall  lerufalem  ^ 
and  in  C  H  RI  S  T  S  family,  one  man  for  whom  his  LORD  had  prepa- 
red a  throne  turned  Devil,  and  that  in  the  number  of  the  Deacons  it  is  faid, 
that  one  turned  Apoflate ,  who  yet  had  been  a  man  full  of  the  holy  Ghofl, 
it  will  lelfen  our  train,and  difcompofe  the  gayeties  of  our  prefent  confidence 
to  think  that  our  fecurities  cannot  be  really  diftinguifhed  from  dangerand 
uncertainties.  For  every  man  walks  upon  two  legs,  one  is  firm,  invariable, 
conflant  and  eternall ,  but  the  other  is  his  own.  GODS  promifes  are  the 
ob;e(Ss  of  our  faith,  but  the  events  and  finall  conditions  of  our  fouIs> 
which  is  confequent  to  our  duty  can  at  the  beft  be  but  the  objefts  of  our 
hope.   And  either  there  nmft  in  this  be  a  lefie  certainty  y  or  elfe  faith  and 

hope 
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hope  are  not  two  diftiriiS  graces.    GODS  gifts  and  vocation  are  Kchhout  re-    partlnT 
pentance  j  meaning  [on  GODS  part]  but    the  very  people  ,  concerning 


whom  Saint  FW  ufed  the  eypreflion  were  reprobate  and  cut  oft,  and  in  Rom.ii.fer 
good  time  lliall  be  called  again.  In  the  mean  time  many  fingle  perfons  pe-  totum. 
rifh.  There  is  no  condenmatm  to  them  that  are  in  CHRIST  JESVS^  GOD  /?.e^.8.i. 
'will  look  to  that,  and  it  will  never  fail  •,  but  then  they  mu  ft  fecure  the  Rtin,ii,22* 
following  period,  and  not  vpalk.after  the  Flejh^  but  after  the  Spirit.  Behold  the 
goodnejfe  of  God  towards  thee  (faith  Saint  Paul)  if  thou  contitiue  in  his  goodne(fe^ 
othervoife  thoualfojJjalt  becutof.  And  if  this  be  true  concerning  the  whole 
Church  of  the  Gentiles ,  to  whom  the  Apoftle  then  made  the  addreile, 
and  concerning  whofe  eledion  the  decree  was  publike,  and  manifeft, 
that  they  might  be  cut  off,  and  their  aboad  in  GODS  favour  was  upon 
condition  of  their  perfeverance  in  the  faith  *,  much  more  is  it  true  in  fingU 
perfons,  whofe  eledion  in, particular  is  fhut  up  in  the  abyfle  and  permit- 
ted to  the  condition  of  our  faith,  and  obedience ,  and  the  revelations  of 
Doomefday. 

Certain  it  is ,  that  GOD  hath  given  to  holy  perfons  the  Spirit  of  adoption^  j^ 

enabling  them  to  cry  Abba  Father^  and  to  account themfelves  for  fons, and  Ro?fi.2,i$. 
by  this  Spirit  we  kn^n?  we  dwell  in  him^  and  therefore  it  is  called  in  1.70^^.4.15,. 
Scripture  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit^  though  at  its  firft  mifTion  and  2. Cor,  1.22. 
when  the  Apoftle  wrote  and  ufed  this  appellative,  the  holy  Ghoft  was  ^  5.c.x/.5, 
cf  greater  fignitkation ,  and  a  more  vifible  earneft- and  endcerment  of 
their  hopes,  then  it  istomoftof  usfince.  For  the  vifible  fending  of  the 
holy  Ghoft  upon  many  Believers  in  gifts  ,  fignes ,  and  prodigies-  was 
infinite  argument  to  make  them  exped:  events  as  great  beyond  that, 
as  that  was  beyond  the  common  gifts  of  men  ?  juft  as  miracles  and 
Prophecy,  which  are  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  were  arguments  of 
probation  for  the  whole  Do<Sriue  of  Chriftianity  :  and  this  being  a 
mighty  verification  of  the  great  promife ,  the  promife  of  the  Father, 
was  an  apt  inftrument  to  raife  their  hopes  and  confidences  concerning  thofe 
other  promifes,  which  jESUS  made,  the  promifes  of  immortality  and  eter- 
nall  life ,  of  which  the  prefent  miraculous  graces  of  the  holy  Spirit  were  an 
earneft  and  in  the. nature  of  a  contra<Smg  peny  *, andftill  alfothe  holy 
Ghoft,  though  in  another  manner,  is  an  earneft  of  the  great  price  of  th9 
heavenly  calling  the  rewards  of  heaven  :  though  not  lo  vifible  and  apparent 
as  at  firft,  yet  as  certain  and  demonftrative  ,  where  it  isdifcerned,  or 
where  it  is  beleeved  ?  as  it  is  and  ought  to  be  in  every  perfon,  who  does  any 
part  of  his  duty,  becaufe  by  the  Spirit  we  do  it,  and  without  him  we  can- 
not. And  fincc  wc  eidier  feel  or  beleeve  the  prefence  and  gifts  of  the  holy 
Ghoft  to  holy  purpofes  ,   we  cannot   but  entertain    him   as  an  argu-  -^ 

ment  of  greater  good  hereafter,  and  an  earneft  peny  of  the  perfe- 
<ftion  of  the  prefent  grace,  that  is,  of  t:he  rewards  of  glory  :  glory 
and  grace  differing  no  otherwife  then  as  an  earntft  in  part  of  payment  does 
from  the  whole  price,  the  price  of  our  high  calling.  So  that  the  Spirit  is  an 
carneft,not  becaufehe  alwaies  fignifies  to  us,that  we  are  actually  in  the  eftate 
of  grace ,  kit  by  way  of  argument  cr  reflexion ',  we  know  we  do  belong  to 
GOD,  when  we  receive  his  Spirit :  (and  all  Chrifiiin  people  have  received 
him  ,  if  they  were  rightly  baptized  and  confirmed)  and  therefore  know  by 
that  teftimony,th:it  we  belong  to  God,thaf  is,wc  are  the  people  with  whom 
God  hath  nude  a  Covenant ,  to  whom  he  hath  promifcd  and  intends 

Ccc  3  greater 
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P3j.j.^  jjj^      greater  blcflings ,  to  which  the  prefcnt  gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  in  order.  But 
-  ^11  this  is  condicionall^nd  is  not  an  immediate  teftimony  of  the  certainty 

and  future  event",  but  of  the  event,  as  it  ispofTibly  future,  and  may  (with- 
out our  fault)  be  reduced  to  a<ft  as  certainly  as  it  is  promifed,  or  as  the 
earneft  is  given  in  hand.  And  this  the  Spirit  of  God  often  times  tells  us 
in  fecret  viti  tat  ions ,  and  publil^e  teftinionies,  and  tlifs  is  that  which 
Saint  Paul  calls ,  tafting  of  the  heavenly  gift^  and  pxrukjng  of  the  holy  Ohojfy 
mbY,o»/\»$*  andtdfiing  of  the  good  word  of  Gsd,  and  the  pwer  of  thewQiidto  comedy 
but  yet  fonie  that  have  done  fo  have  fallen  away ,  and  have  quenched 
the  Spirit  ,  and  have  given  back  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit,  and  con- 
traded  new  relations,  and  God  hath  been  their  Father  no  longer ,  for  they 
have  done  the  v/orks  of  the  Devil.  So  that  if  new  converts  be  uncertain  of 
their  prefent  ftate,  old  Chrif^iansare  not  abfolutcly  certain  they  ftall  per- 
fevere.  They  are  as  furc  of  it  as  they  can  be  of  future  a<^s  of  theirs,whkh 
God  hath  permitted  to  their  own  power.  Biit  this  certainty  can- 
riot  exclude  all  fear  ,  till  their  charity  be  perfeft  ',  onely  according 
to  tl'ic  ftrcngth  of  tlieir  habits ,  fo  is  the  confidence  of  their  abodes 
in  grace 
8.  Beyond  this ,  fome  holy  perfons  have  degrees  of  perfuafion  fuperad- 

ded ,  as  largelTes  and  ad's  of  grace ,  God  loving  to  blefie  one  degree  of 
grace  with  another ,  till  it  comes  to  a  confirmation  in  Grace?  which  is  a 
ftateof  falvationdiredly  oppofiteto  obdurationj  and  as  this  is  irremedia- 
ble and  irrecoverable,  fo  is  the  other  inamifTible  :  As  God  never 
fares  a  perfon  obdurate,  and  obftinately  impenitent ,  fo  he  never  loo- 
ses a  man,  whom  he  hath  confirmed  in  grace,  r^hom  h-e  [Co]  kves  he  loves 
hnto  the  end^  and  to  others  indeed  he  oflers  his  perfevering  love,  but  they 
will  not  entertain  it  with  a  perfevering  duty.  They  will  not  be  be- 
loved unto  the  end.  But  I  infert  this  caution  ',  that  every  n>an, 
that  is  in  this  condition  of  a  confirmed  grace,  does  not  alwayes  know  it. 
But  fcmetimesGod  draws  afide  the  curtains  of  peace,  and  fhcws  him  his 
throne,  and  vifits  him  with  irradiations  of  glory,  and  fends  him  a  little 
ftar  to  ftand  over  his  dvvellijig  ,  and  then  again  covers  it  with  a 
cloud.  It  is  certain  concerning  fome  perfons  ,  that  they  fliall  never 
fail,  and  that  God  will  not  pernjit  them  to  the  danger  or  probability 
of  it  •,  to  fuch  it  is  morally  impofTible  •,  but  thefe  are  but  few,  and  them- 
felves  know  it  not  ,  as  they  know  a  d-emonftrative  propofitl- 
on ,  but  as  they  fee  the  Sunne  ,  fometimes  breaking  from  a  clou<i, 
very  brightly  ,  but  all  day  long  giving  necelTary  and  .fufficient 
light. 
f.  Concerning  the  multitude  of  Beleevers  this  difcourfe  is  not  pertinent, 

for  they  onely  take  their  own  accounts  by  the  imperfedions^  of  their 
own  duty,  blended  with  the   mercies  of  God  :  the   cloud  gives  light 
on  one  fide ,  and  is  dark  upon  the  other  *,  and  fometimes  a  bright  ray 
peepes  through  the  fiingcs  of  a  fhowre  ,and  immediately  hides  rt  felf,  that 
we  might  be  humble  and  diligent,  ftriving  foi^wards ,  and  looking  up- 
wards ,  endeavourin.<  our  duty ,  and    longing   after  heaven  ,   working 
out  our  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  in  good  time  o«r  calling 
1, Cor. 9. 21,      and  eldtkn  maybe  a^ured^  when  we  firft  according  to  the  precept  of 
Vrdeetiam        ^^^  Apofile  ufe  all  diligence.     Saint  Paul,  when  he  writ  h-is  firft  E- 
FMi^.^.ii*       j(^|^  ^Q  fi^g  Corinthians,  was.  more  fearful!  of  b€ing  reprobate,  and 

there- 
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therefore  h^nfedoiteriour  arts  of  niortitication.  But  when  he  writ  to  the 
Romans,  which  was  a  POod  while  after,  we  findc  him  more  confident  of 
h\i  \mdl\condmon^ per jn^adcdtbdtrieitker  height^  nor  depth;  Angela  norprin-  j^^^^  g.  5^. 
cjp4.iityy  nor  power  could  ftparate  him  from  the  love  of  0  0  D  in  JESV  S 
CHRlSl-y  And  when  he  grew  to  his  latter  end,  when  he  wrote  to  a  ^ '?■ 

S.Timothie^hcwAS  more  confident  yet,  and  declared  thitnow  a  crown  of  ^'T^^^'^'^>"* 
nghteoufnejje  was  certamly  laid  up  for  hm^  for  now  he  had  fought  thefigbt^  o» 
an4jinijf)edhjs  courfe^  The  time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand.  Hencefortjh 
lie  knew  no  more  fear  i  his  love  was  perfe<^,  as  this  ftate  would  permit;, 
and  that  caft  out  all  fear.  According  to  this  precedent,  if  we  reckon  our 
fccnrities  we  are  not  likely  to  be  reproved  by  any  words  of  Scripture,  or 
by  the  condition  of  humane  infirmity.  But  when  the  confidence  outruns 
our  growth  in  grace,  it  is  it  felf  afin^   though  when  the  confidence  is 
a'quall  with  the  grace,  it  is  of  it  felf  no  regular  and  nnivcrfall  duty,  but^ 
bleffing  and  a  reward,  indulged  by  fpeciall  difpenfation,  and  in  order  to 
perfonall  neceflities,  or  accidentall  purpofes.  For  onely  fo  much  hope  is 
limply  necefTary,  as  excludes  defpair,  and  encourages  our  duty,  and  glo- 
rifies GOD,  and  entertains  his. mercy  j  but  that  the  hope  fhould  be  with- 
out fear  is  not  given,  but  to  the  higheft  faith,  and  the  moft  excellent  cha- 
rity, and  to  habituall,  ratified,  and  confirmed  Chriftians,  and  to  themalfo 
with  fomc  variety.  The  fum  is  this,  all  that  are  in  the  ftate  of  beginners, 
and  imperfedion,have  a  conditionall  certainty,  changeable  and  fallible  iN 
refped:  of  us  (  for  we  meddle  not  with  what  it  is  in  GODS  fecret  pur- 
pofes ;  )  changeable  I  fay,  as  their  wills  and  refolutions.  They  that  are 
grown  towards  perfedion  have  more  reafon  to  be  confident,  and  many 
times  are  foj  but  ftiU  although  the  ftrengthof  the  habites  of  ^race  addc 
degiees  of  morall  certainty,  to  their  exped:ation,  yet  it  is  but  a$  their 
condition  is,  hopefuU  and  promifing,  and  of  a  morall  determination.  ;^t 
to  thofe  few  to  whom  GOD  hath  given  confirmation  in  grace,  he  hach 
alfo  given  a  certainty  of  condition,  and  therefore  if  that  be  revealed  to 
them,  their  perfwafions  are  certain  and  infallible.  If  it  be  not  revealed  cp 
them,  tl^ir  condition  is  in  it  felf  certain ,  but  their  perfwafion  is  notfo* 
but  in  the  higheft  kinde  of  hope,  oh  anchor  of  the  foulfure  andfiedfafi. 


#i4fei#| 


The  Prayer. 

OEtcrnall  G  0  D^  whofe  Counfels  are  in  the  great  deep ,  and  thy  rcaya 
paft  fndingoHt,  thou  haft  built  our  faith  upon  thy  promifes,  our  hopes 
upon  thy  geodnejfe^  and  haft  defcribed  our  paths  between  the  waters  of  cotjt' 
fort  and  the  dry  barren  land  of  our  own  duties  and  afeSions :  we  acknoxf*' 
ledge  that  all  our  comforts  derive  from  thee^  and  to  our  f elves  we  owe  all  owr 
jhame  and  confufions  and  decree r  of  defferation,  Qive  hs  the  affiftances  of  the 

Ccc  4  hk 


40_ 

Pare    III     ^^^^  ^^^1^  to  help  us  in  performing  our  duty^  and  give  us  tfyfe  comforts  and 

'_  vifitations  of  the    holy    Ghoftj    which  tbou  in  thy  infinite  and  eternall  mf- 

dom  knorveft  moft  apt  and  expedient  to  encourage  our  duties,  to  entertain  our 
hopes,  to  alleviate  our  fadnejfes,  to  refrejh  our  ffirits,  and  to  endure  cur  abode 
and  confiant  endeavours  inthefiri^neffes  of  religion  and fanEiity,  Lead  us  deer- 
eji  G  OD  fiom  grace  to  grace^  from  imperfe^ion  toftrength ,  fiom  aUs  to  habits, 
from  habits  to  confirmation  in  grace ,  that  we  may  alfo  paffe  into  the  regions 
of  comfort,  receiving  the  earneft  of  the  fpirit,  and  the  adoption  of  fons^ 
tillbyfuch  afignature  we  be  configned  to  glory ,  and  enter  into  the  poffefion  of  the 
inheritance,  which  we  expeB  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  Sonne,  and  in  the  fruition  of 
the  felicities  of  thee,  0  Gratious  Father,  GOD  eternall.  Amen. 

Scd:.   14. 

Of  the  third  year  of  the  preaching  of 

JESUS. 

lie  JESUS  knowing  of  the  death  cf  the  Eaptift,  Herods 
jealouficj  and  the  env^'  of  the  Pharifees,  retired  into  a 
defert  place  beyond  the  lake,  together  with  his  Apoftles. 
For  the  people  preifed  fo  upon  them ,  they  had  not  lea- 
fure  to  eat.  But  neither  there,  could  he  be  hid,  but  great 
multitudes  flocked  thither  alfo,  to  whom  he  preached  ma- 
ny things.  And  afterwards  becaufe  there  were  no  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  left  they  fliould  faint  in  their  return  to  their  houfes 
he  caufed  them  to  fit  down  upon  thegralTe,  and  with  five  loves  cf  barley, 
and  tA'o  fmall  filhes  he  fatisficd  five  thoufand  men  befides  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  caufed  the  Difciples  to  gather  up  the  fragments,  which  being 
amafled  together  filled  twelve  baskets.  Which  miracles  had  fo  much  pro- 
portion to  the  underftanding,  and  mcjt  fo  happily  with  the  aft'e.<^ions  of  the 
people,  that  they  were  convinced,  that  this  was  the  Mefftas,  who  was  to  come 
into  the  world  and  had  a  purpofe  to  have  taken  him  by  force  and  made  him 
a  King. 
■^  But  he,  that  left  h'js  Fathers  kingdom  to  take  upon  him  the  mifcrie* 

and  infelicities  of  the  world,  fled  from  the  oflers  of  a  Kingdom,  and 
their  tumultuary  eleftion,  as  from  an  Enemy,  and  therefore  fending  his 
Difciples  to  the  fliip  before,  towards  Bethfaida,he  ran  into  the  moun- 
tains to  hide  himfelf,  till  the  multitude  fhould  fcatter  to  their  feverall 
habitations  *,  he  in  the  mean  time  taking  the  opportunity  of  that  re- 
tirement for  the  advantage  of  his  prayers.  But  when  the  Apofllcs. 
were  far  engaged  in  the  deep,  a  great  tempeft  arofe,  with  which  they 
werepreflcd  to  the  extremity  of  danger,  and  the  lafl  refuges ,  labouring  m. 
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fadnefeand  hopelefnefle,  till  the  fourth  watch  of  thenighr,  when  in  the    p^rt  III. 

midft  of  their  fears  and  labour,  jESUS  conies  walking  on  the  fca,  and  ap- 

peared  to  thcni,  which  turned  their  fears  into  affrightnicnts  j  for  they 
luppofed  it  had  been  afpirif,  but  he  appeafed  their  fears  with  his  pre- 
fcnce  and  manifeAation  who  he  was ',  which  yet  they  defired  to  liave  pro- 
ved to  them  by  a  figne.  For  Simon  Peter  j  aid  to  him,  Mafter ,  if  it  be  thou, 
Corwund  me  to  come  t9  thee  on  the  waters.  The  LORD  did  fo?  and 
?ete'r  throwing  hinifelf  upon  the  confidence  of  his  Makers  power,  and  pro- 
vidence, came  out  of  the  fliip,  and  his  fear  began  to  weigh  him  down> 
and  he  cried  faying,  LORDfave  me.  JESUS  took  him  by  the  hand,  repro- 
ved the  timoroufnefleof  his  faith,  and  went  with  him  into  the  fliip  ;  where 
when  they  had  worlliipped  him,and  admired  the  Divinity  of  his  power  and 
perfon,they  prefently  came  into  the  land  ofGenefareth ,  the  fhip  arriving; 
at  the  port  immediately,  ^nd  all  that  were  lick  or  polfefled  with  unclean 
fpirits,  were  brought  to  him,  and  as  many  as  touched  the  border  of  his  gar- 
ment, were  made  whole. 

By  this  time,  they  whom  JESUS  had  left  on  the  other  fide  of  the  lake-  ^^ 

had  come  as  far  as  Capernaum  to  feek  him,  wondring  that  he  was  there 
before  them,  but  upon  the  occafion  of  their  fo  diligent  inquitition  JESUS 
obferves  to  them,  'That  it  was  not  the  Divinity  of  the  miracle,  that  pro- 
'  voked  their  zeal,  but  the  fatisfa<ftion  they  had  in  the  loaves ,  a  carnal 
'  complacency  in  their  meal  *,  and  upon  that  intimation  fpeaks  of  cele- 
'ftial  bread,  the  divine  nutrimenr  of  fouls,  andthendifcourfesof  myfle- 
.*rioiisand  fymbolical  manducation  of  CHRIST  himfelf,  affirming  that 
'  he  himfelf  was  the  bread  of  life,  that  came  down  from  Heaven^  that  he  would 
*  give  his  Difciples  hisfieJhtoeat,andhis  bloodto  drink:^  and  all  this  fnould 
'be /or  the  life  of  the  World  to  nouriOi  unto  life  eternal  j  (othitwithom  Epi ph  an.  h^- 
'  ic,  a  happy  eternity  could  not  be  obtained.  Upon  this  difcourfe,  divers  ref  $ i. 
of  his  Difciples  (amongft  whom  S.  Mark  the  Evangelift  is  faid  to  be  one, 
though  he  was  afterwards  recalled  by  Snnon  Veter)  forfook  him,  being  Van- 
dalized by  their  literal  and  carnal  underftanding  of  thofe  words  of  JESUS,- 
which  he  intended  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe.  For  the  words  that  he  fpake,  were 
Mot  profitable  in  the  fenfe  of  flefh  and  blood,  but  they  are  fpirit ,  and  they- 
are  life,  himfelf  being  the  Expounder,  who  beft  knew  his  own  meaning. 

When  JESUS  faw  this  great  defedion  of  his  Difciples  from  him,  he  4- 

turned  him  to  the  twelve  Apoftles ,  and  afked  //  they  alfo  would  go  away  ^ 
Sniy)n  Yeter  anfwered,  LORD^  whither  flail  we  go  ^  Thou  hafi  the  words  of 
cternallife,  and  we  believe  and  are  fure ,  thou  art  that  C  H  R  I  St  the  Sonne 
of  the  living  GOD.  Although  this  publick  confeffion  was  made  by  Veter 
in  the  name  and  confidence  of  the  other  Apoftles ,  yet  jESUS  told  them, 
that  even  amongft  the  twelve  there  was  one  Devil ,  meaning  Judas  Ifca- 
riot,  wh©  afterwards  benayed  him  •,  this  he  told  them  Prophetically,  that 
they  might  perceive ,  the  fad  accidents  which  afterwards  hapned,  did  nor 
invade  andfurprize  '"Hminthe  di  fad  vantages  of  ignorance  or  improvifion, 
but  came  by  his  own  knowledge  and  providence. 

Then  came  to  him  the  Pharifees,  and  fome  Scribes  which  came  from 
Jerufalem  and  Galilee  (for  J  E  S  U  S  would  not  go  to  Juda-a,  becaufe  ^^ ' 

.  the  Jews  laid  wait  to  kill  him  )  and  quarrelled  with  him  about  cer- 
tain impertinent,  unHecefiiry  rites  derived  to  them  not  by  divine  fan<Siorj^ 
but  ordinances  of  nianjfuchas  were  wafhing. their  hands  oft,when  they  eati, 

bapti- 
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Part  III        baptizing  cups  and  platters,  and  wafliing  tables  and  bedi,  wJiichcfrcn^io. 

,J monies  the  Apoftles  of  JESIIS  did  not  cbferve ,  but  attended  dllige  tly 

to  the  Simplicity  and  fpiri t wall  hoi iaefie  of  their  Makers  dodrine  :  But  in 
return  to  their  vain  demands  JESIIS  -gave  thenia  fharp  reproof  for  profe^ 
curing  thefe  and  many  other  traditions  to  the  dtfcounrenance  of  divine 
precepts-,  and  in  particular  they  taught  men  to  give  to  the  Corban,and  refu- 
ftd  to  fupply  the  neceffity  of  their  parents,thinking  it  to  be  religion,though 
they  Regk<fted  piety  and  charity ',  and  again  he  thunders  out  woes  and 
fadndfes  againft  their  impieties  for  being  curious  of  minutes,  and  pundual 
in  rites  and  ceremonials,  butmoft  negligent  and  incurious  of  iudg<:menc 
and  the  love  of  GOD?  for  their  prid^,  for  their  hypocrifie,  for  their 
impoling  burdens  upon  others,  which  themfelv^s  helped  not  to  fupport  j 
for  taking  away  the  key  of  knowledge  from  the  people,  obftru<^ijig  the 
paflages  to  heaven  •,  approving  theaftsof  their  Fathers  in  perfecuting  the 
Prophets.  But  for  the  Queftion  it  felf  concerning  wafliings,  J  E  S  U  S 
taught  the  people,  that  no  outward  impurity  diS  ftain  the  foul  in  the 
fight  of  God/,  but  all  pollution  is  from  within,  from  the  corruption  of  the 
heart,  and  impure  thoughts,  unchaft  defires,and  unholy  purpofes  j  and  that, 
charity  is  the  beft  purifier  in  the  world. 

And  thence  J ES US  departed  into  the  coafts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,and  en- 
^»  trcd  into  a  houfe,  that  he  might  not  be  known.  Th^  diligence  of  a  Mo- 

thers love,  and  fonow  and  neceflity  found  him  out  in  his  retirement  j  for 
a  Syropha?nician  woman  came  and  befought  him ,  that  he  would  caft  the 
Devilloutof  her  daughter :  but  ]ESUS  difcourfed  to  her  byway  of  dif- 
comfort  and  rejeftion  of  her ,  for  her  nations  fake.  But  the  fe<ming  de- 
niall  did  but  enkindle  her  deflres ,  and  made  her  importunity  more  bold 
and  undenyable ',  fhe  begged  but  fome  arums ,  riiat  fell  from  the  childrens 
table,  but  one  inftance  of  favour  to  her  daughter ,  which  he  powred  forth 
without  meafuf  e  upon  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Ifrael.  jESUS  was  pleafed 
with  her  zeal  and  <fifcretion  ,  and  pity ed  her  daughters  infelicity,  and  dif- 
Hiified  her  with  faying,  the  DevUwas  gone  out  of  her  daughter. 
'7*  But  jESUS  ftayed  not  long  here  ,  but  returning  to  the  fea  of  Galilee 

through  the  midft  of  Decapolis  they  brought  unto  him  a  man  deaf  and 
dumb,  whom  JESUS  cured  by  touching  his  tongue,  and  putting  his  fin- 
gers in  his  ears,  which  caufed  the  people  to  give  a  large  teftimony  in  appro- 
bation of  all  his  a(ftions.  And  they  followed  him  unto  a  mountaine,  bring- 
ing to  him  multitudes  of  difeafed  people,  and  he  healed  them  all.  But  be- 
caufc  the  people  had  followed  him  three  dayes,  and  had  nothing  to  eat,  JE- 
SUS in  pity  to  their  need  refolved  to  feaft  them  once  more  at  the  charge  of 
a  miracle  j  Therefore  taking  feven  loaves,. and  a  few  fmall  lifhes ,  he  blefled 
them,  fatisfied  four  thoufand  men  befides  women  and  children.  And  there 
remained  feven  balkets  full  of  broken  bread  and  fifh.  From  whence 'J  E5US 
departed  by  fliip  to  the  coafts  of  Mageddon  and  Dalmanutha ,  whither  the 
Phari fees  and  Sadduces  camefeekingof  himafigne:  but  JESUS  re)e^ed 
their  impertinent  and  captious  demand,  knowing  they  did  it  to  ill  purpofes, 
and  with  difafiedionjreproring  them  that  they  difcerned  the  face  of  the  fkie, 
and  the prognofticks  of  faire  or  foul  weather,  but  not  the  (Ignes  of  the 
timesof  the  Son  of  man-.  However,  fince  they  had  negled:ed  fo  great  dc- 
monftrations  of  miracles,  gracious  difcourfes,holy  laws  and  Prophecyes  they 
jnuft  exped  no  otlier  fjgne,  but  the  fign  of  the  Prophet  Jon4s^  meaaing,  the 

refw- 
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refurreAion  of  his  body  after  three  daycs  burial ,  and  fo  he  difmilfed  the  ""p^^  jji" 

impertinent  inquititors.  ^ '_ 

And  pafTittg  again  over  the  lake,  as  his  Difciples  were  follcitous ,  becaufe  g, 

they  had  forgot  to  take  bread  he  gave  tliem  caution  to  beware  of  the  leaven 
of  the  Pharifces  and  Sadduce?,  and  the  leavenof //ero^i ,  meaning  the  hy- 
pocrifie  and  vanities  of  the  one ,  and  the  herefie  of  the  other.  For  Herods 
kaven  was  the  pretence  that  he  was  the  Afeffias,  which  the  Se^  of  the  He- 
rodians  did  earncftly  and  fpitefully  promote  j  and  after  this  entertainment 
of  themfelves  by  the  way,  they  came  together  to  Bethfaida,  where  jESUS 
CLMted  a  blinde  Man  with  a  collyrium  of  fpittle,  falutary  as  Balfam  ,  or  the 
purefl:  eye-bright,  when  his  divine  benedidion  once  had  hallowed  it :  but 
JESUS  ftaid  not  there,  but  departing  thence  into  the  coaftsof  Ca-farea 
Philippi  out  oi  Herods  power,  for  it  was  in  Philips  jmifdidion,  after  he  had 
prayed  with  his  Dirciples,he  enquired  what  opinion  the  World  hadof  hin), 
and  whom  they  repoited  him  to  be  ?  They  anfwered.  Some  fay  thou  art  John 
the  Baptifi^fome  that  thou  art  Elias,  or  Jeremioi^  or  one  of  the  Prophets  ',  for  in 
Galilee  efpecially,  the  Seft  of  the  Pharifees  was  mightily  dil?eminared, 
whofe  opinion  it  was,  that  the  fouls  of  dead  Men  according  to  their  feveral 
merit  did  tranfmigrate  into  other  bodies  of  very  perfe^  and  excellent  per- 
fons.  And  therefore  in  all  this  variety  none  hit  upon  the  right ,  or  fancied 
him  to  be  adiftind  perfon  from  the  ancients ,  but  although  they  diflbred 
in  the  affignation  of  his  name ,  yet  generally  they  agreed  it  was  the  foul  of 
a  departed  Prophet,  which  had  pafled  into  another  body.  But  JESUS  afk- 
ed  the  Apoftles  their  opinion  ,  and  Peter  in  the  name  of  all  the  reft  made 
an  open  and  confident  confeftion ,  Thou  art  CHRIST  the  Sonof  the  living 
OOV. 

This  confcflion  JESUS  not  onely  confirmed  as  true,  but  as  revealed  by  9* 

GOD,  and  of  fundamental  neceffity  •,  for  after  the  bleffing  of  Peters  per- 
fon, upon  allufion  of  Peters  name,  jESUS  faid,  that  upon  this  Rock.[thc  ar- 
ticle of  Peters  con(t(hon]  he  rviuldhuild  his  Church  ^  promifing  toitafTift- 
anccs  even  to  perpetuity ,  infomuch  that  the  gates  of  Hell^  that  is,  perfecu- 
tion  and  death  and  the  grave  fhould  never  prevail  againft  it ;  adding  withal, 
a  promife  to  Peter  in  behalf  of  all  the  reft ,  as  he  had  made  a  confefl'ion  for 
them  all,  that  he  would  give  unto  him  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven-,  fo  that 
whatfoever  he  jJjould  binde  in  earth  jliould  be  bound  in  heaven^  and  whatfoever  he 
fhould  loofe  on  earth  fhould  be  loofeain  heaven  j  a  power  which  he  never  com- 
municated before  or  fince,  but  to  their  fuccel&rs  •,  greater  then  the  large 
charter  of  Nature,  and  the  donative  of  Creation,  in  which  all  the  creatures 
under  Heaven  were  made  fubjeft  to  Mans  Empire,  but  till  now  Heaven  it 
fclf  was  never  fubordinate  to  humane  miniftration. 

And  now  the  dayes  from  hence  forward  to  the  death  of  JESUS  we  muft  2  o.  ■ 

reckon  to  be  like  the  Vigils  or  Eves  cf  his  Paflfon ',  for  now  he  began,  and 
often  did  ingeminate  thofe  fad  predidions  of  hisunhandfome  ufage  he 
fliouJd  fliortly  finde,  that  he  fliould  be  rejeSed  of  the  Elders  and  chief  Priefls^ 
and  Scribes^  and fuffer  many  things  atjerufalem^  andbekjlled  and  beraifedup 
the  third  day.  But  Peter  hearing  that  fad  difcourfe  fo  contrary  to  his  hopes, 
which  he  had  blended  with  temporal  expeftaiKes  (for  he  had  learned  the 
Doiftrine  of  CHRISTS  advent ,  but  not  the  myftery  of  the  Crofle)  in  great 
and  miftaken  civility  took  jESUS  afide,  and  began  to  rebuke  that  faying. 
Be  it  farfronuheey  LORD.,  tbisfixillmt  be  untQ  rh^.  But  jESUS  full  of  zeal 

againfti 
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Be  da  de  loc'is 
fanBisxAj. 


■  -12 

S^pefui  for- 
bendus  aquis, 
fape  igne  vo- 
randus 
Sed  timu're 
tuas  ignis  fy 
MTida  imnus. 


againft  fo  foft  and  humane  admonition,  that  favoured  nothing  of  GOD,  o 
of  abftrafted  immaterial  confideiations,  chid  Peter  bitterly  •,  Get  thee  be 
hinde  me  Satan^  thou  art  an  offence  unto  me.  And  calling  his  Difciples  to  liim, 
told  them  a  fecond  part  of  a  fad  do<9:rine ,  that  not  oiif  ly  himfelf ,  but  all 
they  alfo  mufl:  futtcr  too.  For  when  the  Head  was  to  be  crowned  with 
thorns,  if  the  Members  were  wrapped  in  foftnelTes ,  it  was  an  unhandfome 
undecency  and  a  difunion  too  ncer  an  antipathy ',  and  therefore  who  ever 
will  be  the  Difciples  of  jESUS  muft  take  up  his  Croife,  deny  himfelf,  and 
his  own  fonder  appetites,  and  trace  his  Mafters  footfteps  niark'd  out  with 
blood,  that  he  fhed  for  our  redemption  and  inftitucion.  And  that  there 
be  no  efcape from  the  participation  of  CHRISTS  fulfering ,  jESUS  added 
this  dilemma.  *  He  that  will  fave  his  life  fhall  lofe  it,  and  he  that  will  lofe 
'  it,  fhall  fave  it  to  eternity  ',  for  as  the  firft  are  foolifli  to  the  extremefk  mi- 
'  fery,  that  will  lofe  their  fouls  to  gain  the  World,  fo  they  are  moft  wife  and 
*  fortunate,  that  will  give  their  lives  for  him  j  becaufe  when  the  Son  of  Man 

<  fhall  come  in  his  own  glory,  and  his  Fathers ,  and  of  his  Angels,  he  fhall 

<  reward  every  Man  according  tohiswork^s.  This  Difcomfe  jESUS  conclu- 
^  ded  with  a  Prophefie,  that  fome  ftanding  in  that  prefence  Ihould  not  dye 
'  till  they  fee  the  Son  of  Man  coming  in  his  Kingdom. 

Of  the  greater  glories  of  which  in  due  time  to  be  revealed,  ]ESUS  after 
eight  dayes  gave  a  bright  and  excellent  probation  ?  For  taking  with  him 
•Peter  and  James-,  axidjohn^  he  went  up  into  the  mountain  Tabcr  to  pray, 
and  while  he  prayed  he  was  transfigured  before  them,and  his  fsce  did  lliine 
like  the  Sun*  and  his  garments  were  white  and  giiftering.  And  there  ap- 
peared talking  with  him  Mofes  and  Elias  glorioully,fpeaking  of  the  deceafe. 
which  he  fliould  accomplifli  at  ]erufalem  :  v^hich  glory  thefe  Apoftles,  af- 
ter they  had  awaked  from  fleep,  did  behold.  And  the  interlocutors  with 
JESUS  having  (iniflied  their  embaify  of  death  (which  they  delivered  in 
formes  of  glory  reprefenting  the  excellencies  of  the  reward  together  with 
the  fharpnelfe  of  the  paffage  and  interval)  departed  ,  leaving  the  Apoftles 
full  of  fear,  and  wonder  and  extafie,  infcmuch  tkat  Peter  talked  he  knew 
not  what,  but  nothing  amilfe,  foniething  Prophetical,  faying  ?  AUfter  it  is- 
good  to  be  here,  let  us  build  three  tabernacles:  And  fome  devout  perfons  in 
memory  of  the  myftery  did  t  reft  three  Churches  in  the  fame  place  in  after 
&gGS.  But  after  the  departure  of  thofe  attendant  Saints ,  a  cloud  encircled 
JESUS,  and  the  Difciples,  and  a  voice  came  from  theexcellent  glory,  tfjis 
is  my  beloved  Son^  hear  him.  The  cloud  quickly  difappeared  ,  and  freed  the 
Difciples  from  the  fear  it  had  put  them  in.  So  rhey  attended  JESUS,  and 
defcended  from  the  mountain,  being  commanded  filence  ,  which  they  ob- 
ferved  till  the  refurredion. 

The  next  day  came  to  jESUS  a  Man  praying  in  behalf  of  his  fon,  Luna- 
tick  and  fore  troubled  with  a  Devil ,  who  fought  oft  to  deftroy  him  in  fire 
andwat.T,  thatjESUS  would  be  pleafed  to  deliver  him.  For  his  Apoftles 
tryed,  and  could  not  by  reafon  of  the  want  of  faith  j  for  this  grace  if  it  be 
true,  though  in  a  lelTe  degree,is  of  power  to  remove  mountains,  to  pluck  up 
trees  by  the  roots,  and  to  give  them  folid  foundation  in  the  waters :  And 
JESUS  rebuked  the  Devil,  and  he  departed  out  of  him  from  that  very 
hour.  Thence  jESUS  departed  privately  into  Galilee,  and  in  his  journey 
repeated  thofe  fadnefes  of  iiis approaching  paffion ,  Which  fo  afflifted  the 
Xpirics  of  the  Difciples,  that  they  durft  no  more  provoke  him  to  difcoarfe, 

left 
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left  he  fhould  rake  occafion  to  interweave  fomething  cf  that  unpieafant  ar-  ".^     ~Z7r 
gunient  with  ir.  For  fed  and  difconfclare  perfons  ufe  to  create  comforts  to  ^ 

rhcmrelves  by  fiftion  of  fancy,  and  ufe  arts  of  avocation  to  rtrniovedifplea- 
furc'S  from  them,  and  ftratagems  to  remove  it  from  their  prcfencc,  by  rcmo- 
Ting  it  from  their  apprehewlions ,  thinking  the  incommodity  of  it  is  then 
taken  away,  when  they  have  loft  the  fenfe. 

When  j  E  S  U  S  was  now  come  to  Capernaum,  the  exaftors  of  rapes  15. 
came  to  Simon  PeteVy  afking  him  if  his  Mafter  paid  the  accuftomed  impo- 
rfrion,-i;7:^.a  (icle  cr  didrachme,  the  fourth  part  of  an  ounce  of  filvcr,  which 
was  the  tribure  which  the  LORD  impofed  upon  all  the  fons  cf  Ifrael  from 
twenty  yeers  old  and  above,  to  pay  for  redemption  and  propitiation,  &  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Tabernacle.  When  Peter  came  into  the  houfe,jESUS  know-  , 
ing  the  meffage  that  he  was  big  with,prcvented  him  by  alking  liim,  of  whom  ^^'^•3'^* 
dd  the  kjngs  of  the  nations  taks  tribute,  of  their  ov^n  children,  or  of  grangers  ?  Pe- 
ter anfwered,offtrangers.  Then  faid  JESUS,  then  are  the  children  free  j 
meaning,  that  fince  the  Gentile  Kings  do  not  exaft  tribute  of  their  fons, 
neither  will  GOD  of  his.  And  therefore  this  penfion,  to  be  paid  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Tabernacle,  for  the  fervice  of  GOD,  for  the  redemption  of  their 
fouls,  v/as  not  to  be  paid  by  him  ,  who  was  the  Son  of  GOD,  but  by 
ftrangers ',  yet  to  avoid  ofi'ence^  he  fent  Veter  a  fiOiing,  and  provided  a  fifli 
with  two  didrachmes  of  filver  in  it ,  which  he  commanded  Veter  to  pay  for 
them  two. 

But  when  the  Difciples  were  together  with  J  E  S  U  S  in  the  houfe  ,  he 
afked  them  what  they  difcourfed,  upon  the  way  ;  for  they  had  fallen  upon  "*"' 

an  ambitious  and  miftaken  quaiTel,  which  of  them  fhould  be  greateft  in 
their  Mafters  kingdom,which  they  ftill  did  dream  fliould  be  an  external  and 
fecular  royalty,  full  of  phanfie  and  honour.  But  the  Mafter  was  diligent  to 
check  their  foi*wi:rdnel^e  ,  eftablifhing  a  rule  for  Clerical  deportment  j  He 
that  v;ill  be  greateft  anv)ngfi)ou  let  him  be  your  jninifter ',  (o  fuppofing  a  greater 
and  a  lelTer  ,  a  minifter  and  a  perfon  to  be  miniftred  unto  ,  but  dividing 
the  grandeur  of  the  perfon  from  the  greatneffe  of  office  (that  the  higher 
the  implcyment,  is  the  more  humble  fnould  be  the  Man,)  becaufe  in  fpi- 
ritual  preiation  it  is  not  as  in  fecular  pomps ,  where  the  dominion  is  defpo- 
tick,  the  coercion  bloody,  the  did"ates  imperious,  the  laws  externally  com- 
pulfcry,  and  the  titles  arrogant  and  vain,  and  all  the  advantages  are  fo  palTed 
upon  the  perfon,  that  makingthat  firft  to  be  fplendid,  it  paficsfrom  tJie 
perfon  to  the  fubjed's ,  whoinabftrad'edefiences  do  not  ealily  apprehend 
regalities  in  veneration,  but  as  they  are  fubje<^ed  in  perfons  made  excel- 
lent by  fuch  fuperf\ru<flures  of  majefty  h  but  in  dignities  Ecclefiaflical  the. 
Dominion  is  paternal,  the  Regiment  perfwafive  and  argumentative,  the  co- 
ercion by  cenfures  immaterial,  and  imprefits  upon  the  fpirit,  the  Laws  are. 
full  of  admonition,  and  fermon  j  the  titles  of  honour  monitours  of  duty, 
and  memorials  of  labour  and  offices ',  and  all  the  advantages ,  which  from 
the  ofiiicc  ufually  paf  es  upon  the  perfon,  are  to  be  divefted  by  the  humi- 
lity of  the  Man,  and  when  they  are  of  greateft  veneration  they  are  abftra- 
d^ed  excellencies,  and  immaterial,  not  pafTmg  through  the  perfon  to  the 
people,  aid  refie(fted  to  his  luftre,but  tranfmitted  by  his  labour,  and  mini- 
ftery,and  give  him  honour  for  his  labours  fake  (which  is  his  perfonal  excel- 
lency) not  for  his  honour  and  title,  which  is  either  a  derivative  from  Chrift, 
cr  from  the  conftitution  of  pious  perfons,  eftimating  and  valuing  therela- 
tives  of  Religion.  Then 
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Pare  in  '^^^^  Jesus  taketh  a  little  childe,  and  fetteth  him  in  the  midft,  pro- 
_I pounding  him  by  way  of  cmbleme ,  a  patcrn  of  hiimfiit}'  and  fimpljcity, 

15  without  the  mixtures  of  ambition  or  caytive  diflempers  j  fuch  infont  can- 
dour and  lowlineife  of  fpirit,  being  the  neceflary  port,  through  which  we 
nmft  paflTe,  if  we  will  enter  into  the  courts  of  Heaven.  But  as  a  current  of 
wholefome  waters  breaking  from  its  reftraint?  runs  out  in  a  fuccefiTion  of  wa- 
ters, and  every  preceding  draught  draws  out  the  next :  fo  were  the  dif- 
courfes  of  JESUS  excellent  and  opportune ,  creating  cccafions  for  otherr, 
that  the  whole  do<Srine  of  the  Gofpel ,  and  the  entire  will  of  the  Father 
might  be  communicated  upon  defigne  i  even  the  chances  of  v/ords  and  a- 
dions  being  made  regular  and  orderly  by  Divine  Providence.  For  from 
the  inftance  of  humility  in  the  fymbol  and  Hieroglyphick  of  the  childe, 
*'  Jesus  difcomfes  of  the  care  GOD  takes  of  little  children,  whether  natu- 

*  rally  or  fpiritually  fuch ',  the  danger  of  doing  them  fcandal  and  offencer, 

*  the  care  and  power  of  their  Angels  guai-dian,  of  the  neceflity  in  the  event 

*  that  fcandals  fliculd  arife,and  of  the  great  woe  and  infelicity  of  thofe  per- 

*  fons  who  were  the  aftive  minifters  of  fuch  offences. 

16  But  if  in  the  traverfes  of  our  life,  difccntents  and  injuries  be  done ,  JE- 
iBjuriam  qui  tuiit,  gys  teaches  how  the  injured  peifcn  fhould  demean  himfelf  .•  Firft  reprove 
fecit  nurq.jam.Tacit.  the  onendiug  party  privately  ',  jr  he  repent,  rorgive  nim  ror  ever  with  a 
rum*q.rfoivendo"  "Tiercy  as  uuwearied  and  as  mu'tiplyed  as  his  repentance.  For  the  fer- 
nonfunf.vidxivium.  yant  to  wliom  hjs  LORD  had  forgiven  loooo  talents,  becaufe  he  refufed  to 
^olonjir.  Haiicar- '  fotgivc  his  fcllow  fervaut  a  ico  pence,  was  delivered  to  the  '''  tormentors, 
XShi^ITo.c'i.^  ^^^^  '^^'^^y  ^O'J'^  pay  that  debt,  which  his  Lord  once  forgave,  till  th.e  fervants 
qui  ait,  licuiffe  ftca-  impiety  fotced  him  to  repent  his  donative  and  remiflion.  But  ifherefufes 
I'irf^G'rpuJdtb'it^ods.  thechatity  of  private  corre(^ion,  let  hiai  be  reproved  before  a  few  witnef- 
ffK  haSitTe'^xcS-  ^^^'  ^"^  '*"  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^'^^  incorrigible ,  let  him  be  brought  to  the  tribunal 
fitGeiiiu5)tantaim-  of  the  Cliurch  >  agaiuft  whofe  advrces  if  he  fliall  kick,  let  him  feci  her 
rjn"iaVa[ft,Tca'd'  powcr,  and  becutofffrom  the  communion  of  Saints^  bc-coming  a  Pagar, 
'f^m'SuKe  ^^  ^  Publican.  And  to  make  that  the  Church  fiisU  not  hive  a  atdd  and  in- 
antiqu'itus  ncminem  cfFeftual  hand  iu  her  animadverlio)3S ,  jESUS  promifes  to  all  the  Apoftles, 
Ji.^SavTnUcn  "^^^^^  befcre  he  promifcd  to  Veier ,  a  \)oy.'t\' o^  bindbig  and  kofw.g  on  earth, 
BdiyumC  nftantini  aud  that  itfhould  beratitied  in  Heaven,  what  tliey  fliali  fo  difpofe  on  earth 
detentur dcbitorci  j  With  au  unemng  key. 

qui  tandem  chriftia-      ^y^^  jr^jj^  iuteiTupted  him  tellinfi  him  of  a  Granger  that  cafi:  out  Devils 

in  leges  introduxit,   m  the  uame  or  JESUS ,  but  becaule  he  was  not  or  the  ramily,  he  had  for- 

SaSutmSir  bidden  him.  '  To  this  lESUS  replyed,  that  he  fhould  in  no  wife  have  for- 

£'e«a^°''"'''''^^*  '  bi<i^c"  him,  for  in  all  reafon  lie  would  do  veneration  to  that  perfon,whofe 

"*  \q  '  name  he  faw  to  be  energetical  and  triumphant  over  Devils,  and  in  whofe 

'  name  it  is  almoft  necel^uy,  that  Nan  Ihould  believe,  who  uftd  it  as  an  in- 

'  flrument  of  ejedion  of  impure  fpirits.  Then  jESUS  proceeded  in  his  tr- 

'cellent  Sermon,and  union  ofdifcourfes,  adding  holy  precepts  concerning 

'  offences  which  a  Man  might  do  to  himfelf?  in  which  cafe  he  is  to  be  k- 

'  vere ,  though  moft  gentle  to  others.  For  in  his  own  cafe  he  mufl  fliew  r  o 

*  mercy  but  abfcifsion ',  for  it  is  better  to  cut  off  the  offending  hand  or 

'  foot?  '~>r  extinguilb  the  offending  eye ,  rather  then  upon  the  fuppoi't  of  a 

'  troublefome  foot,  and  by  the  light  of  an  offending  eye  ,  walk  into  ruine> 

'  and  a  fad  eternity,  where  the  wonndieth  not^  and  the  fire  is  not  quenchcd.And. 

g  fo  JESUS  ended  this  chain  of  excellent  difcourfes. 

^  ^  About  this  time  wa^  the  Jewes  fcaft  of  Tabernacles ,  whither  JESUS 

went 
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went  up  as  it  wei*e  in  fecrcr,   and  pafTmg  through  Samaria  he  found  the  in-  ~pl..f  tT7 

babiranrsofali trie  village  To  inhofpltable,  as  to  afufero  give  him  enter- ' 

tainmentj    which  fo  provoked  the  intemperate  zcalcof  y^vtics  ^ndjohn^  2, 

that  they  would  fain  have  called  for  five  to  confume  them  ,  even  as  Elm 
did.  But  Jesus  rebuked  the  furies  of  their  anger ,reaching  them  to  diftin- 
guil"h  thefpiritof  Chrifrianity  from  theungentlenel^e  of  the  decretory  zeale 
oiElks.  For  lince  the  Son  of  man  came  with  a  purpofe  to  fceke  and  fave 
what  was  loft,  itv/asbutan  indifcreet  temerity  fuddenly  upon  the  light- 
tft  umbrages  of  difpleafure  to  deftroy  a  man ,  vvliofe  redemption  ccft  the 
cffufion  of  the  deereft  blood  from  the  heart  of  jESUS.  But  contrarywife 
JESUS  does  a  miracle  upon  the  ten  leprous  perfons  which  came 
to  him  from  the  neighbourhood,  crying  out  with  fad  exclamations  for 
helpe.  But  JESUS  had  fent  them  to  the  Prieft  to  otter  for  their  c^eanfing, 
thither  they  went,  and  buc,one  onely  returned  to  give  thanks,  and  he  a 
firanger,who with  aloud  voice  gloritied  GOD  and  with  humble  adoration 
worfliipped,and  gave  thanks  to  jESUS. 

When  jESUS   had  finifhed  his  journey,  and  was  now  come  to  Je-  j«. 

rufalem,  for  the  firft  dayes  he  was  undifcerned  in  publike  conventions, 
but  heard  of  the  various  opinions  of  men  concerning  him.  Some  faying, 
he  was  a  good  man,  others  that  he  deceived  the  people,  and  the  Pharifees 
fought  for  him  to  do  him  a  mifchief.  But  when  they  defpaired  of  finding 
him  in  the  midftcf  the  feaft  and  the  people,  he  made  fermons  openly 
in  the  middeft  of  the  temple  ,  whom  when  he  had  convinced  by  the  vari- 
ety and  divinity  of  his  miracles  and  difcourfes,  they  gave  the  greateft  re- 
ftimony  in  the  world  of  humane  weaknefle,  and  how  prevalent,  a  pre- 
judice is  above  the  confidence  and  convidion  of  a  demonflration.  For  a 
proverb,  a  iriiftake,  an  errour  in  matter  ofcircumftancc  did  in  their  un- 
derftandings  outweigh  multitudes  of  miracles  and  argument',  and  becanfe 
Chrift  was  of  Galilee ,  becaufe  they  knew  whence  he  was ,  becaufe  of  the 
proverb,  that  out  of  Galilee  comes  no  Prophet',  becaufe  the  rulers  did 
not  believe  in  him  ,  thefe  outweighed  the  demonfirations  of  his  rriercy 
and  his  power ,   and  divinity.    But  yet  very  many  believed  on  him  •,  and 
no  man  durft  lay  hands  to  take  him ',  for  as  yet  his  time  was  not  come ,  in 
which  he  nieant  to  give  himfelfe  up  to  the  power  of  the  Jewes  •,    and  there- 
fore when  the  Pharifees  fent  officers  to  feize  him,  they  alfo  became  his  Di- 
fciples,  being  themfelvesfurprifed  by  the  excellency  of  his  Do(^rine. 

After  this,]ESUS  went  to  the  mount  of  Olivet  on  the  Eaft  of  Jerufalem, 
and  the  neiit  day  returned  again  into  the  temple,  where  the  fcribes  and 
■Pharifees  brought  him  a  woman  taken  in  the  aft  of  adultery,  tempting 
him  to  give  fentence ,  that  they  might  accufe  him  of  feverity  or  intermed- 
ling,  if  he  condemned  her  ^  or  of  remifleneffe  and  popularity,  if  he  did 
acquit  her.  But  JESUS  found  out  an  expedient  for  iheir  difficulty,  and 
changed  the  fcene  by  bidding  the  innocent  perfon  among  them  caft  the  firft 
ftone  at  the  adultereffe,  and  then  Hooping  down  to  give  them  faire  occa- 
iion  to  withdraw,  he  wrote  upon  the  ground  with  his  finger,  whi  left  they 
left  the  woman,  and  her  crime  to  a  more  private  cenfiire  j  jESVSrt^as 
left  alone^  and  the  rfoman  in  the  m'ldft^  whom  jESUS  difmiifed,  charging  her 
to  fin  no  more.  And  a  while  after^jESUS  begins  again  to  difccurfe  to  them 
of  his  miffion  from  the  Father,  of  his  Crucifixion  and  exaltation  from  the 
*  earth,  ofthe  reward  of  believers ,  of  the  excellency  of  truth,   ©ffpiricr 

uaH 
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Part   III.    ' "'^^^ liberty,  and  relations,  who  are  the  fons  cf  Abraham^  and  who  the 

„ 1_  '  the  children  of  the  Devil',  of  his  own  eternall  generation  •,  of  the  de- 

'  (ire  cf  Abraham  to  fee  his  day.  In  which  fcrmcn  he  continued,  adding  Aill 
new  excellencies  and  confuting  thdr  malicious  and  vainer  calumnies,  till 
they,  that  they  alfo  might  confute  him,  took  up  ftones  to  caft  at  him  •,  but 
he  went  out  of  the  Temple,  going  through  the  Uiidft  of  them,  and  fo 
pafTed  by. 
^^*  But  in  his  pafiagehe  met  a  man,  who  had  been  born  blinde  y  and  af- 

ter he  had  difcourfed  curfcrilyof  the  caufecf  that  blind nel!c,  it  being  a 
mifery,  not  fent  as  a  punifhment  to  his  own  or  his  parents  iin,  but  as  an 
occalion  to  make  publike  the  glory  of  G  O  D  ^  he  to  nianifeft  that  himfdf 
was  the  light  of  the  world  in  all  fenfes  faid  it  now,  and  proved  it  by  a 
Epiphan.de  vi-  mii'acle,  for  fitting  down  he  made  clay  of  fpittle ,  and  anointing  the  eyes 
U  cb"  interm  ^^  ^^e  blinde  man  bid  him  go  wafh  in  Siloam,  which  was  a  pool  of  ijm- 
frophet.c.j,  pid  water,  which  GOD  fent  at  the  prayer  of  Ifjiiah  the  Prophet,  a  little 
before  his  deadi,  to  fatisfie  the  neceflities  of  his  people  opprelTed  with 
thirfi:,  and  aflriftliege,  and  itftoodatthefoot  of  the  mount  Sion,  and 
gave  its  water  at  firft  by  returns  and  periods,  alwayes  to  the  ]ewes,  but  not 
the  Enemies.  And  thofe  intermitted  fpringings  were  ftill  continued,  but 
cnely  a  pool  was  made  from  the  frequent  effluxes.  The  blinde  man  went 
and  waffled  and  returned  feeing,  and  was  inceflantly  vexed  by  the  Phari- 
fees  to  tell  them  the  manner,  and  circumftances  of  the  cure ,  and  when 
the  man  had  averred  the  truth,  and  named  his  Phyfcian,  giving  him  a  pi- 
om  and  charitable  teftimony ,  the  Pharifees  becaufe  they  could  not  force 
him  to  difavcw  his  good  opinicn  of  JESUS ,  caft  him  out  of  the  fynagogue. 
But  Jesus  ntecing'himiectivedhimirto  t/?e  C/)Mrf/?,toIdh!mhe was 
CHRIST,  and  the  man  became  again  enlightned  and  he  believed  and  wor- 
fhipped.  But  the  Pharifees  blafphemed,  for  fuch  was  the  difpenfation  of 
the  Divine  Miyfteries,  that  the  blinde  fhall  fee,  and  they  which  think  they 
fee  cleerly  fhould  become  blinde,  becaufe  they  had  not  the  excufe  cf  igno- 
rance to  lePen  or  take  ofl'  the  fin,  but  in  the  niidfi:  of  light  they  fhut  their 
eyes,  and  doated  upon  darknefie,  therefore  did  their  f  n  remain, 
jj^^  But  Jesus  continued  his  fermon  among  the  Pharifees  infinuating  repre- 

'  henfions  in  his  dogmaticall  d!fcourfes,which  like  light  fhined  &  difcovered 

*  error.  For  by  difcourtlng  the  properties  of  a  good  llieepheard,  and  the  law- 

*  full  way  of  introniiilion  he  proved  them  to  be  theeves  and  robbers,  becaufe 
*"  they  refufed  to  enter  in  by  JESUS,  who  is  the  door  of  the  flieep  *,  and  up- 

*  on  the  fame  ground  reproved  all  thofe  falfe  Chrifts,  which  before  him  ufur- 
'  ped  the  titleof  Mefiias,  and  proved  his  own  vocation  and  ofilce  by  an  ?rgu- 
'  ment,which  no  other  fhepherd  would  ufe,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for 
'  his  fheep :  others  would  take  the  fleece,  and  eat  the  flefh,  but  none  but  him 
^  felf  would  die  fcr  his  fiieep',but  he  would  firft  die,and  then  gather  his  fheep 
'  together  into  one  fold,  (  intimating  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles )  to  v/hich 
'  purpofe  he  was  ennabled  by  his  Father  to  lay  down  his  life,  and  to  take  it 

*  up ;  and  had  alfo  endeared  them  to  his  Father ,  that  they  fhould  be  pre- 
'ferved  unto  eternal  life,  and  no  power  fliould  be  able  to  take  them  out  of 
'  his  hand,  or  theliand  of  his  Father*,  for  becaufe  JESUS  was  united  to  the 
'  Father,  the  Fathers  caie  prcferved  the  fons  flocks. 

22.  But  the  Jews  to  requite  him  for  his  fo  divine  Sermons  betook  them- 

fclves  to  their  old  argument,  they  took  up  ftones  again  to  caft  at  him,  pre- 
tending 
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tending  he  had  blafphtmcd  '■>  but  ]E5US  proved  ic  to  be  no  blafphemy  to    pj^.^  y[\, 

callhinifelftheSonofGOD,  becaufe  they,  to  whom  the  Word  of  GOD I_^ 

eame,  are  in  Scriptuie  called  Gods.  But  nothing  could  fatisfie  them,  whofe 
tempral  intereftwas  concerned  not  confen^  fuch  doiSiine,  which  would 
fave  their  fouls  by  ruining  their  temporal  concernments.  But  when  they 
fought  again  to  take  him, jESUS  efcapcd  out  of  their  hands,and  went  away 
beyond  Jordan,  where  John  at  firft  baptized,  which  gave  the  people  occa- 
fion  to  remember  that  John  did  no  miracle,  but  this  Man  does  many ,  and 
John  whom  all  men  did  revere,  and  highly  account  of  for  his  office  and  fan- 
^ity,  gave  teftimony  to  JESUS,  and  rcany  believed  on  him  there. 

After  this,  jESUS  knowing,  that  the  harveft  was  great  and  as  yet  the  la- 
bourers had  been  few,  fen  t  out  feventy  two  of  hisDifciples  with  the  like  ^' 
commifTion  as  formerly  the  1 2  Apoftles,  that  they  might  go  before  to  thofe         ,      p 
places,  whither  himfelf  me^nt  to  come.    Of  which  number  were  the  feven,  yM"'^-  *^^* 
whom  afterwards  the  Apoftles  fet  over  the  Widows,  and  Matthias^Mar\yZnd  ^-  ^'  !^'?*,  ^' 
fome  fay  Luke-,Jufius^Barncibas^A^elks^Kufu^^Vliger^Ce}hcii  not  Peter,  Thad-  £«/^^-"^'  '• 
ileuf^  Arijiion^Sc  John.  The  reft  of  the  names  could  not  be  recovered  by  the  ^  ^  ?'        , 
beft  diligence  ot  Eufebms  and  Epiphcinms.'^u^  when  they  returned  from  their  ^^r^i      22 
journey,  they  rejoyced  greatly  in  the  legation  and  power ,  and  JESUS  £«i^-*-3'^33' 
alfo  rejoyced  infpiric  giving  glory  to  GOD,  that  he  had  made  his  re- 
velations to  babes,and  the  more  imperfe<^  perfons ",  like  the  loweft  valleys 
which  receive  from  heaven  the  greateft  flouds  of  raine  and  bleflings,  and 
ftand  thick  with  corn  and  flowers,  when  the  mountains  are  unfruitfull  in 
their  height  and  greatneife. 

And  now  a  Dod:or  of  the  Law  came  to  JESUS ,   afking  him  a  Queftion  j^t 

of  the  greareft  conilderation,that  a  wife  man  could  afk  or  a  Prophet  an- 
fwer  ?  Mafier^vphatfl)dlIdo  to  inherit  eternalUife  /  jESUS  referred  him  to 
the  Scriptures,  and  declared  the  way  to  heaven  to  be  this  onely,  to  love  the 
Lord  with  all  our  powers^  and  faculties^  and  our  neighbour  as  ourfelf.  But  when 
theLawyer  being  captious  made  a  fcruple  inafmoorhrufh,  afking  what 
is  meant  by  f  neighbour  ]  J  E  S  U  S  told  him  by  a  parable  of  a  tra- 
veller fallen  into  the  hands  of  robbers,  and neglefted  by  a  Priefl  and 
by  a  Levite,  but  relieved  by  a  Samarirane  ;  that  no  diftance  of  countrey 
or  religion  deftroyes  the  relation  of  neighbourhood  :  but  every  perfoH, 
with  whom  weconverfe  in  peace  and  charity  is  that  neighbour,  whom  we 
are  to  love  as  our  felves. 

Jesus  having  departed  from   Jerufalem,  upon  the  forementioned  ^^ 

danger  came  to  a  village  called  Bethany ,  where  Martha  making  great 
and  bufie  preparation  for  his  entertainment  to  exprelTe  her  joy ,  and  her 
affedions  to  his  perfon  ,  defired  jESUS  to  difmiflfe  her  fifter  Mary  from 
his  feet ,  who  fate  there  feafting  her  felf  with  the  viands  and  fweetnelfes  of 
his  do<^rine?  incurious  of  the  provifions  for  entertainment  ?  but  Jefus  com- 
mended her  choice  ,  and  though  he  did  not  expreflely  difrepute  Martha's 
civility,  yet  he  preferred  .^4)7^  religion  and  fan<ftity  of  afteAions.  In  this 
time  (becaufe  the  night  drew  on  ,  m  which  no  man  couldwork)  JESUS  haften- 
ed  to  do  his  Fathers  buifinelfe,  and  to  pour  out  whole  Catara^s  of  holy 
lelTons  like  the  fruitfuU  Nilus  fwelling  over  the  banks,  and  filling 
all  rhe  trenches  to  make  a  plenty  of  corn  and  fruits,  great  as  the  inundation. 
'  J  E  SU  S  therefore  teaches  his  Difciples  that  form  of  prayer  the  fecond 
•  *  lime,  which  we  call  ihe  LORDS  prayer,  teaches  tbem  afliduity  and  in- 
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Part  IIL      *  dchugahk  importunity  in  prayer,  by  a  parable  of  aa  iniportunatc  uefgh- 

L-  *■  bonr,borrowi ng  loaves  at  nudniRhr,and  a  troubleromc  widow,  who  forced 

'anunjuft  judge  ro  do  her  righcby  her  clamorous  and  hourely  addrefles  j 
'  encoui-ages  them  to  pray,  by#Dnt1deration  of  the  divine  goodntlTe  and  fa- 
'  tlierly  affedion/ar  more  indulgent  to  his  Sons,  then  naturall  Fathers  are  to 
'  their  deereft  iffue ',  and  adds  a  gracious  promise -of  fucceUe  to  them  that 
'  pray.  He  reproves  Pharifaicall  oftentation ,  arms  his  Difciples  againft 
'  the  fear  of  men  and  the  terrours  of  perfecurion,  which  can  arrive  but 
'  to  the  incommodities    of  the  body  j   teaches  the  fear   of   GOD, 

*  who  is  L  O  R  D  of  the  whole  man,  and  can  accurfe  the  foul  as  well  sis, 
'  punifh  the  body.  He  refufes  to  divide  the  inheritance  between  two 
'Brethren,  as  not  having  competent  power  to  become  LORD  in  tern- 

*  porall  jurifdid^ions:  He  preaches  againft  covetoufnelTe  and  the  placing 
*" felicities  in  worldly  poffeiTions,  by  a  parable  of  a  rich  man,  whofe  riches 
'  were  too  big  f.r  his  barnes,  and  big  enough  for  his  foul,  and  runne  over 
'  into  voluptuoufnelTe,  and  ftupid  complacencies  in  his  perifhing  goods  j 
'  he  was  fnatched  from  their  polfefBon  and  his  foul  taken  from  him  in  the 
'violence  of  a  rapid  and  haft  y  ficknefle  in  thefpaceof  one  night',  Dif- 
'  courfes  of  Divine  providence  and  care  over  us  all,  anddefcending  even 
^  as  low  as  graffe  i  he  exhorts  to  alms-deeds,  to  watchfulneiTe,  and  pre- 
'  paration  againft  the  fudden  and  unexpefted  coming  of  our  LORD  to 
'judgement,  or  by  the  arreft  of  death:  Tells  the  offices  and fedulity  of 
'  the  Clergy  under  the  apologue  of  Stewards  and  Governor.rs  of  their 

*  Lords  houfes ',  teaches  them  gentlenelTe  and  fobriety ,  and  not  to  do 
'evil  upon  confidence  of  their  Lords  abfence  and  delay,  and  teaches 
'the  people  even  of  themfelves  to  judge,  what  is  right  concerning 
'the  fignes  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man.  And  the  end  of  all 
'  thefe  difcourfes  was,  that  all  men  ftiould  repent,  and  live  good  lives, 
'andbefaved. 

2;.^  At  this  fermon  there  were  prefentfome,  that  told  him  of  the  Galileans, 

_whofe  blood  Vilate  mingled  with  their  facrifices.  For  the  Galileans  were  a 
fort  of  people,  that  taught  it  to  be  unlawful  to  pay  tribute  to  ftrangers,  or 
to  pray  for  the  Romans  i  and  becaufe  the  jewes  did  both,  they  refufed  to 
communicate  in  their  facred  rites,  and  would  facrifice  apart  y  at  which 
folenmity  when  Vilate  the  Roman  deputy  had  apprehended  many  of  them, 
he  caufed  them  all  to  be  fiain ,  making  them  to  die  upon  the  fanie  Altars. 
Thefe  were  of  the  province  of  Judca,  but  of  the  fame  opinion  with 
thofe,  who  taught  in  Galilee,  from  whence  the  kd  had  its  appellative. 
But  to  the  ftory,  jESUS  made  reply,  that  thefe  cxternall  accidents, 
though  they  be  fad  and  calamitous,  yet  they  are  no  arguments  of  condem- 
nation againft  theperfons  of  the  men  to  convince  them  of  a  greater  guile 
then  others,  upon  whom  no  fuch  vifible  lignatures  have  been  imprinted. 
Thepurpofe  of  fuch  chances  is,  that  we  ihould  repent,  leaft  wc  perifti  in 
the  like  judgement. 
2^3^  About  this  time  a  certain  Ruler  of  a  fynagogue  renewed  the  old  Quefti- 

on  about  the  obfervation  of  the  Sabbath,  repining  at  jESUS  that  he  cured 
a  woman  that  was  crooked,  loofing  her  from  her  infirmity,  with  which  flie 
had  been  airlided  eighteen  yeers.  But  JESUS  made  the  man  afhamed  by 
an  argument  from  their  own  praftife,  who  themfelves  loofe  an  ox  from 
ihe  ftall  on  the  Sabbath,  and  lead  him  to  watering ;  And  by  the  fame  ar- 
gument: 
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giiment  he  alfo  ftopt  the  mouths  of  the  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  which  were    p^j.   ^^J, 

open  upon  hini  for  curing  an  hydropick  perfon  upon  the  Sabbath.  For  _. 1. 

Jesus,  th^the  might  draw  olt"  and  feparate  Chriftianity  from  the  yoke  cf 
ceremonies  by  abolifhing  and  taking  oH'  the  ftrideft  Mofaicall  rites,  chofe 
to  do  ver}' many  of  his  miracles  upon  the  Sabbath,  that  he  might  do  the 
work  of  abrogation  and  inftitution  both  at  once  *,  not  much  unlike  the  fab- 
bacicall  pool  in  Juda-a,  which  was  dry  fixdayes,  but  gufhed  out  in  a  full  Jofeph.de  SelU 
ftream  upon  the  Sabbath :  For  though  upon  all  dayes  CHRIST  was  opera-  Jud'  /.?•  ^,24. 
tiveand  miraculous,  yet  many  reafons  did  concurrc  and  determine  him  to  a 
more  frequent  working  upon  thoTe  dayes  of  publike  ceremony  and  conven- 
tion. But  going  forth  from  thence  he  weiit  up  and  down  the  cities  of  Gali- 
lee, reenforcing  the  fame  doftrine  he  had  formerly  taught  them,  and  daily 
adding  new  precepts,  and  cautions  and  prudent  infinudtions :  advertitlng 
'of  the  multitudes  of  them  that  perifh,  and  the  paucity  of  them  that 

*  fhall  be  faved,  and  that  we  fhould  ftrive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftraightgate  ',  that 

*  the  way  to  dcftru(ftion  is  broad  and  plaufible,  the  way  to  heaven  nice  and 

*  auftere,and  few  there  be  that  finde  it  .*  teaches  them  modefty  at  feafi:s,and 
^entertainments  of  the  pootidifcourfesof  the  manyexcufes  and  unwillingncs 
<;of  perfons,who  wereinvitcd  to  the  feaft  of  thekingdom,the  refrefliments  of 
'the  Gofpeljaud  tacitly  infinuates  the  rejedion  of  tlie  ]ewes,who  were  the 
•■  firft  invited,and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles,who  were  the  perfons  called  in 

*  from  the  high  wayes  and  hedges  ?  he  reprehends  Herod  for  his  fubtilty 
'  and  defigne  to  kill  him,  prophefyes  that  he  fhould  die  at  Jerufalem,  and 
'  intimates  great  fadneffes  future  to  them  for  neglefting  this  their  day  of  vi- 
fitation,  and  for  killijig  the  prophets,  and  the  Mcllcngers  fent  from 
GOD. 

It  now  grew  towards  v/inter,  and  the  Jewes  feaft  of  dedication  was  at  -^* 

hand,  therefore  jESUS  went  up  to  Jerufalem  to  the  feaft,  where  he  preach- 
ed in  Solomons  porch,  which  part  of  the  temple  fto«d  intire  from  the  firft 
ruines :  and  the  end  of  his  fermon  was,  that  the  Jews  had  like  to  have  ftoned 
him.  But  retiring  from  thence  he  went  beyond  Jordan ,  where^  he 
taught  the  people  in  a  moft  elegant  and  perfwafivc  parable  concerning 
'the  mercy  of  GOD  in  accepting  penitents,  in  the  parable  of  the 
'  prodigall  Ton  returning  •,  difcourfes  of  the  defigne  of  the  MeiTias  coming 
'  into  the  world  to  recover  erring  perfons  from  their  fin  and  danger  in  the 
*•  apologues  of  the  loft  fheep,'and  groat.  And  under  the  reprefentment  of  an 

*  unjuft  but  prudent  fteward,he  taught  us  fo  to  imploy  our  prefen  topper  tun  i-. 
'  ties  and  eftatesby  laying  them  out  in  a<Jts  of  mercy  andReligion,that  when 

<  our  fouls  fliall  be  difmifled  from  the  ftewardfhip  and  cuftody  of  our  body, 
*■  we  may  be  entertained  in  everlafting  habitations  j  he  inftru<^eth  the  Pha- 

'rifees  in  the  queftions  of  divorces,  limiting  the  permifTions  of  feparations  v 

'  to  the  only  caufe  of  fornication:  preferreth  holy  celebate  before  the  eftate 

*  of  marriage  in  them,  to  whom  the  gift  of  continency  is  given  in  order  to 

*  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  :  telleth  a  ftory  or  a  parable  (for  which,  is  uncer- 
'  tain)  of  a  rich  Man  (whom  Euthvnius  out  of  the  ti-adition  of  the  Hebrews 

<  nameth  Njwenfis)  and  Lax^arus :  the  firft  a  voluptuous  perfon  and  m- 
'  charitable  '■,  the  other  pious,  afi[li<!ted,  fick,  and  a  beggar  j  the  firft  dyed, 
« and  went  to  Hell,  the  fecond  to  Abrahams  bofome  ,  GOD  fo  ordering  the 

*  difpenfation  of  good  things,  that  we  cannot  eafily  enjoy  two  Heavens, 
'  nor  fhall  the  infelicities  of  our  lives  (if  we  be  pious)  end  othcrwife  then 
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"T       tTj^  '  in  ^  beatified  condition:  the  Epilogue  of  which  ftory  difcovcred  this  truth 

j[^^^__ 'alfo,  that  the  ordinary  means  of  falvation  are  the  e^'prellfe  revelations  of 

'Scripture,  and  the  minifterics  of  GODS  appointment  j  and  whofoever 

'neglects  thefe  (liall  not  be  fiipplyed  with  means  extraordinary ,  or  if  he 

'  were,  they  would  be  totally  ineliedual. 

And  (till  the  people  drew  water  from  the  fountains  of  our  Saviour,which 

^  *  ftreamed  out  in  a  full  and  continuall  emanation.  For  adding  wave  to  wave, 

h'ne  to line,precept  upon  precept,  he  reproved  the  faftidioufneCeofthe 

'  Pharifee,  that  came  with  Eucharift  to  GOD  and  contempt  to  his  Brother, 

'  and  commended  the  humility  of  the  Publicans  addrefie,  who  came  de- 

*  ploring  his  fins  j  and  with  modefty  and  penance,and  importunity  begged 
'  and  obtained  a  mercy.  Then  he  laid  hands  upon  certain  young  children, 

*  and  gives  them  benediftion,charging  his  Apoftles  to  admit  infants  to  him, 
'  becaufe  to  them  in  perfon ,  and  to  (uch  in  emblemc  and  fignification  the 
'  kingdorae  of  heaven  does  appertaine.  He  inftrufts  a  young  man  in  the 

*  wayes  and  counfels  of  perfed:ion,  befides  the  obfervation  of  precepts,  by 
'heroicall  renunciations  and  ad's  of  m.unificent  charity,  which  difcourfe, 
fcecaufc  it  alighted  upon  an  indifpofed,  and  an  infortunate  fubje(ft  (for  the 
young  man  was  very  rich)  jESUS  difcourfes  how  hard  it  is  for  a  rich  man 
'to  be  faved  j  but  he  expounds  himfelfe  to  meane,  they  thit  truft  in  riches  y 
'  and  however,it  is  a  matter  of  fo  great  temptation ,  that  it  is  almoft  impof- 
<  fible  to  efcape,yet  with  God  nothing  is  impofTible.  But  when  the  Apoftles 
heard  the  mafter  bidding  the  young  man  fell  all  and  give  to  the  poore  and 
follow  him,and  for  his  reward  promifed  him  a  heavenly  treafure ',  Peter  m 
the  name  of  the  reft  began  to  thinke  ^  that  this  was  their  cafe,and  thepro- 
mife  alfo  might  concerne  them  j  bnt  they  asked  the  Queftion  what  Ihall 
we  have,  who  liave  forfaken  all  and  followed  thee  ?  ]ESUS  anfwered,  that 
they  fhould  fit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael. 

And  ]  ESUS  extended  this  mercy  to  every  Difciple,  that  fliould  forfake, 
^  "  either  houfe  or  wife  or  children,  or  any  thing  for  his  fake  and  the  Gofpels, 

and  that  they  fhouW  receive  a  hundred  fold  in  this  lifej  by  way  of  comftrc 
and  equivalency,  [and  in  the  world  to  come]  thoufands  of  glories  and  pof- 
fefTions  in  fruition,  and  redundancy.  For  they,  that  arelafljhallbefirfl^ 
And  thGfirftJhaltbe  laft :  and  the  r  efipifed  people  of  this  world  fhal  I  reign  likr 
kings,and  contempt  is  felfe  fhall  fwell  up  into  glory ,  and  poverty  into  an 
eternall  fatisfadion.  And  thefe  rewards  fhall  not  be  accounted  according 
to  the  priviledges  of  nations,or  priority  of  vocation,but  readinefleof  mind, 
and  obedience ,  and  fedulity  of  operation  after  calling ,  which  J  E  S  U  S 
wught  his  Difciples  in  the  parable  of  the  labourers  in  the  vineyard ,  t® 
whom  the  Mafter  gave  the  fame  reward,  though  the  times  of  their  work« 
ing  were  different ',  as  their  calling  and  imployment  had  determined  the 
opportunity  of  their  labours. 
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Of  Scandal,    or  gwing  and  taking 

^  ,    offence.  Mnm-%* 


Sad  curfe  being  threatned  in  the  Gofpcl  to  them,  who  offend 
any  of  CHRISTS  I'mk  mes^  that  is,  fuch  as  aie  novices  and 
babes  in  Chriftianity,  it  concerns  us  to  learn  our  duty  and  '• 

perform  it ,  that  we  may  avoid  the  curfe  s  for,  vpo  to  allthem^ 
—  ■>■■■!  by  whom  offences  come.  And  although  the  duty  is  fo  plainly  ^^*  -,    .      a  -* 
plicated  and  reprefented  in  glofle  and  cafe  by  the  feverall  commenta-  ^<^^^n,  18^7 
ries  of  S.  Pdw/  upon  this  menace  of  our  blelfed  SAVIOUR,  yet  be-  tiom.\^. 
caufeour  Englifti  word[ofl'ence]  which  is  commonly  Hfed  in  this  Queftion  J,*  p''  °* 
of  fcandal,  is  fo  large  and  acquivocall,  that  it  hath  made  many  pretences,  ^<«*<^f'  ^* 
and  intricated  this  article  tofome  inconrenience ,  it  is  not  without  good 
purpofe  to  draw  into  one  body  thofe  propofitions,  which  the  Mafters  of 
fpirituall  life  have  defcribed  in  the  managing  this  Queftion. 

I.  By  whatfoever  we  do  our  duty  to  GOD  we  cannot  direftly  do  offence, 
or  give  fcandall  to  our  Brother  •,  becaufe  in  fuch  cafes  where  GOD  hath  '^^ 

obliged  us,  he  hath  alfo  obliged  himfelf  to  reconcile  our  duty  to  the  de- 
fignes  of  GOD,  to  the  utility  of  fouls ,  and  the  ends  of  charity.  And  this 
propofition/is  to  be  extended  to  our  obedience  to  the  lawfull  conftitutions 
of  our  competent  Superiours ,  in  which  cafes  we  arc  to  look  upon  the 
commandment,  and  leave  the  accidentall  events  to  the'  difpofition  of  that 
providence j  who  reconciles  diflbnancies  in  nature,  and  concentres  all  the 
variety  of  accidents  into  his  own  glory.  And  whofjevet  is  offended  at  mc 
for  obeying  GOD  or  GODS  vicegerent  is  off(^nded  at  me  for  doing 
my  duty,  and  in  this  there  is  no  mere  difpute,""  but  whether  I  fhalldff- 
pleafe  G  O  D ,  or  my  peevifli  neighbour.  Thefe  are  fuch  whom  the 
fpirit  of  GOD  complains  of  under  other reprefentments  j  They  think 
it  ftrange  wc  run  not  into  the  fame  excelTe  of  riot :  Their  eye  is  e- 
vilj ,  becaufe  their  Mafters  eye  is  good :  and  the  abounding  of  GODS 
grace  alfo  may  become  to  them  an  occafion  of  falling,  and  the  long- 
fuffering  of  GOD,  the  encouragement  to  fin.  In  this  thereJs  no  difficul- 
ty :  for  in  what  cafe  foever  we  are  bound  to  obey  GOD  or  Man,  in  that  cafe 
and  in  that  conjuui^ion  of  circumftances,  we  have  nothing  permitted  to  our 
choice,  and  have  no  authority  to  remittof  the  right  of  GOD  or  ourSupe- 
riour.  And  to  comply  with  our  neighbour  in  fuch  Queftions,  befides  that  ic 
cannot  fervc  any  purpofes  of  piety ,  if  it  declines    from  duty  in  any 
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Part  III.      jnrrance,  ic  is  like  giving  alms  out  of  the  portion  of  Orphancs,  or  build- 

-: — —  ing  Iiofpicalis  with  the  money  and  fpoils  or  facriledge.  It  is  pnfillanimity, 

or  hypocrite,  or  a  denying  to  confcOe  CHRIST  before  men  taconiply 
with  any  man,  and  to  ojiend  GOD,  or  omit  a  duty.  Whatfoever  is  ne- 
celfary  tobedone,  and  is  made  fo  by  GOD,  noweaknefieor  peeviflinere 
of  man  can  make  necefiary  not  ro  be  done.  For  the  matter  of  fcandall  is  a 
duty  beneath  tlie  prime  obligations  of  religion. 

2.  But  every  thing,  which  is  ufed  in  religion  is  not  matter  of  precife  du- 
5*  ty,  but  there  are  fomethings,  which  indeed  are  pious  and  religious,  buc 

difpenfable,  voluntary ,  and  commurable  •,  fuch  as  are  voluntary  fafts,  ex- 
teriourad-scf  difciplinc,  and  mortification  not  enjoyned  j  great  degrees 
of  exteriour  worfhip,  proftration,  long  prayers,  vigils ',  and  in  thefe  things 
although  there  is  not  dire<^ly  a  matter  of  fcandal^^^et  there  niay  be  fome  pru- 
dential confiderations  in  order  to  charity  and  edification.  By  pious  a<ftion5, 
I  mean  j  either  particular  purfuances  of  a  generall  duty,  which  arc  un- 
commanded  in  the  indance,  fuch  as  are  the  minutes  and  expreffes  of 
alms',  or  elfe  they  are  commended ^  but  in  the  whole  kinde  of  them  ui> 
cnjoyned,  fuch  as  Divines  call  the  counfels  of  perfe^io«.  In  both  thefe 
cafes  a  man  cannot  be  fcandalous.  For  the  man  doing  in  charity,  and 
the  love  of  G  O  D  fuch  aftions  which  are  aptly  expreilive  of  love,  the 
man  (  I  fay  )  is  not  uncharitable  in  his  purpofes',  and  the  anions  rhem- 
A.'lves  being  either  attempts  or  proceedings  toward  perfcftioa ,  or  elfe 
a<^ions  of  dirc<S  duty  are  as  inaocent  in  their  pro'duftions,  as  inthem- 
felves.  And  therefore  without  tlie  malice  of  the  recipient  cannot  induce 
him  into  fin ',  and  nothing  elfe  is  fcandal  To  do  any  pious  aft  proccedes 
from  the  fpiric  of  GOD,  and  to  give  fcandal  from  thcfpirit  of  malice, 
oi"  indifcretion  j  and  therforea  piousaftion,  whofe  fountain  is  love  and 
wifdom,  cannot  end  in  uncharirableneUe  or  imprudence.  But  bccanfe 
when  any  man  is  otTended,  at  what  I  efreem  piety ,  there  is  a  queftion, 
_   ^  whether  the  aftion    be  pious  or  noi  therefore  it  concerns  him  that 

works  to  take  care,  that  his  adion  be  either  an  aft  of  duty,  though 
not  determined  to  a  certain  particular,  or  elfe  befomethingcounfclled 
infcripture,  or  praftifed  by  a  holy  perfon  there  recorded,  and  nowhere 
reproved,  or  a  praftife  warranted  by  fuch  precedents,  which  niodeft,  pru- 
dent, and  religious  perfons  account  a  fulficient  inducement  of  fuch  par- 
ticulars: for  he  that  procedes  upon  fuch  principles  derives  the  warrant  of 
his  aftions  from  beginnings,  which  fecure  the  particular  and  quits  the 
fcandall. 
^^  This  I  fay  is  a  fecurity  againft  the  uncharitablenefle  and  the  fin  iffcart" 

dd'j  Becaufe  a  zeal  of  doing  pious  aftions  is  a  zeal  according  to  GOD  :  but 
it  is  not  alwayes  a  fecurity  againft  the  indifcretion  of  the  fcandal.  He  that 
reproves  a  foolifh  perfon  in  fuch  circumftances ,  that  provoke  him  or 
make  him  impudent  or  blafphemous,  did  not  give  fcandal,  and  brought 
no  finne  upon  himfelf,  though  he  occafioned  it  in  the  other.  But  if  it 
was  probable  fuch  efiefts  would  be  consequent  to  the  rcprehenfion,  his 
zeal  was  imprudent  and  rafli,  but  fo  long  as  it  was  zeal  for  GOD,  and  in 
its  own  matter  lawfull,  it  could  not  be  an  aftive  or  guilty  fcandal  *,  but 
if  it  be  no  zeal  awd  be  a  defigne  to  entrap  a  mans  unwarinefle  or  paf- 
(ion  or  fliame,  and  to  difgrace  the  man,  by  that  means  or  any  other  to 
make  him  fia ,  then  it  is  dircftly  the  oftcnding  of  oht  Brother.  They  that 
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•reachc  CHRIST  our  of  envv  intended  to  do  ofl'ence  to  tlic  Apoftles,  but  "^  ~j  j  j^ 

btxdufe  they  were  iniprcgnable ,  the  fin  refted  in  their  own  bofonie,  and . 

GOD  wrought  his  own  ends  by  it.   And  in  this  fenfe  they  arc  fcandalous 
pcrlbns,  who  fait  for  ftrife,  who  pray  for  rebellion ,  who  intice  fimplc  per- 
fons  into  the  fnare  by  colours  cf  Religion.  Thofe  very  exteriour  ads  of 
piety  become  an  ofl'ence,  becaufe  they  are  done  to  evil  purpofes,  to  abufc 
Profely tes, and  to  draw  away  Difciples  after  them,  and  make  them  love  the 
fin^nd  march  under  fo  fplcndid  and  fair  colours.They  who  out  of  ftri^ncflc 
and  fcverity  of  perfwafion  reprcfent  the  conditions  of  the  Gofpel  alike  to 
every  perfon,  that  is,  nicer  then  CHRIST  defcribed  rhem  in  all  circumftan- 
ccs,  and  deny  fuch  liberties  of  exteriourdefires  and  complacency,  which 
may  be  reafonably  permitted  to  fome  Men,  do  very  indifcreetly,  and  may 
occafion  the  alienation  of  fome  Mens  mindes  from  the  entertainments  of 
Religion  j  but  this  being  accidental  to  the  thing  it  fclf,  and  to  the  purpofe 
oftheManisnott^e//7io//cW^/,  but  it  is  the  indifcremn  offcandal,  if  by 
fuch  means  he  divorces  any  Mans  minde  from  the  cohabitation  and  unions 
of  Religion :  and  yet  if  the  purpofe  of  the  Man  be  to  aflright  weaker  and 
Mnwife  perfons,  it  is  a  direft  fcandal,  and  one  of  thofe  wayes  which  the  De- 
vil ufes  toward  the  peopling  of  his  kingdom ,  it  is  a  plain  laying  of  a  fnare 
;o  entrap  feeble  and  uninftrud^ed  foules. 

But  if  the  pious  aftion  have  been  formerly  joyn'd  with  any  thing  that  is  ^ 

truly  criminal,  with  idolatry,  with  fuperftition,  with  impious  cuftomes,  or 
impure  rites,  and  by  retaining  the  piety,  I  give  caufe  to  my  weak  brother  to 
think  I  approve  of  the  old  appendage,  and  by  my  reputation  invite  him 
to  fwallow  the  whole  a<ftion  without  difcerning,  the  cafe  is  altered  j  I  am 
to  omit  that  pious  at^ion,  if  it  be  not  under  command,  until  I  have  acquit- 
ted it  from  the  fufpicion  of  evil  company.  But  when  I  have  done,  what  in 
prudence  I  guelTe  fufficient  to  thaw  the  froft  of  jealoufie,  and  to  feparatc 
thofe  diflbnancies,  which  formerly  feemed  united ,  I  have  done  my  duty  of 
cliari  ty  by  endeavouring  to  free  my  brother  from  the  fnare,  and  I  have  done 
what  in  Chriftian  prudence  I  was  obliged ,  when  1  have  protefted  againft 
the  appendant  crime  j  if  afterwards  the  fame  perfon  fhall  entertain  the 
crime  upon  pretence  of  my  example,  who  have  plainly  difavowed  it :  he 
Jayes  the  fnare  for  himfelf,  and  is  glad  of  the  pretence,  or  will  in  fpite  enter  ^  •£»  Jkicloxit   i 
into  the  net,  that  he  might  think  it  reafonablc  to  rail  at  me.  I  may  not  ^2  «xci«;«r 
with  Chriftian  charity  or  prudence  wear  the  '^  pi<^ureofour  blelfedLORD  ^z^^ipir,  J)iU» 
in  rings  or  medals,  though  with  great  afteftion  and  defignes  of  doing  him  um  trover  bjit' 
all  the  honour  that  I  can,  if  by  fuch  pi<ftures  I  invite  perfons,  apt,  more  to  7/^^,-  contra. 
follow  mc  then  to  underliand  me,  to  give  divine  honour  to  a  pifture ,  but  /^^ J  ^  j^^^ 
when  I  have  declared  my  hatred  of  fuperftitious  worfliippings,  and  given  nes  ceremonias 
my  brother  warning  of  the  fnare,  which  his  own  miftake,  or  the  Devils  ma-  chilis  (frPo- 
Jice  was  preparing  for  him,  I  may  then  without  danger  lignifie  my  piety  pularjs  rel^sh^ 
and  afl'e^ions  in  any  civil  reprefentmcnts ,  which  are  not  againft  GODS  „^^^ 
law,  or  the  cuftomes  of  the  Church,  or  the  analogy  of  Faith.  And  there 
needs  no  other  reafon  to  be  given  for  this  rule,  then  tliat  there  is  no  reafon 
to  be  given  againft  it  j  if  the  nature  cf  the  thing  be  innocent ,  and  the  pur- 
pofe of  the  Man  be  pious,  and  he  hath  ufed  his  moral  induftry  to  fecure  his 
brother  againft  accidental  njifchances,  andabufe#j  his  duty  in  this  parti- 
cular can  have  no  more  parts  and  inftances.  ^ 
But  it  is  too  crude  an  aflertion  to  affirm  indefinitely  that  wharfcever  hath 
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"T       ^77"  ^^^"^  abufed  to  evil  or  fupcrftitious  purpofesmuft  prefently  be  abjured,  and 
^^^   ^         never  entertained,  for  fear  of  fcandal  *,  for  it  is  certain  that  thebeft  things 
have  been  nioft  abufed,  have  not  fonieperfonsufedcertain  verfesof  the 
Pfalter  as  an  antidote  againft  the  tooth-ach  /  and  carried  the  bleOed  Sacra- 
ment in  pendants  about  their  netks  as  a  charm  to  countermand  Witche>>& 
S.  J^ohns  Gofpel  as  a  fpcl  againft  wilde  beafts  and  wilder  untamed  fpirirs  ? 
Cottfeffion  of  (ins  to  the  Minifters  of  Religion  hath  been  made  an  inftru- 
ment  to  ferve  bafe  ends ',  and  fo  indeed  hath  all  Religion  been  abufed  '■,  and 
fome  perfons  have  been  fo  receptive  of  fcandal,  that  they  fufpe<Sed  all  R  eli- 
gion  to  be  a  meer  ftratagem ,  becaufe  they  have  obferved  very  many  Men 
have  ufed  it  fa  For  fome  natures  arc  like  Spunges,  or  Sugar,  whofe  utmoft 
verge  if  you  dip  in  wine,  it  drowns  it  felf  by  the  moifture  it  fucks  up,  and  is 
drenched  all  over,receiving  its  dilfolution  from  within  ;  its  own  nature  did 
the  mifchief,  and  plucks  on  its  own  dilfolution.  And  thefe  Men  are  greedy 
to  receive  a  fcandal,  &  when  it  is  prefented  but  in  fmall  inftances  they  fuck 
it  up  to  the  dilfolution  of  their  whole  religion,  being  glad  of  a  quarrel,  that 
their  impieties  may  not  want  all  eKcufe.But  yet  it  is  certainly  very  unrtafo- 
Hable  to  rejed  excellent  things  becaufe  they  have  been  abufed  j  as  if  fepa- 
rable  accidents  had  altered  natures  fe  eflences,  or  that  they  refolve  never  to 
forgive  the  duties  for  having  once  fallen  into  the  hands  of  unfkilful  or  mali- 
cious perfons.  Hezskj^ih  took  away  the  brazen  Serpent,  becaufe  the  people 
abufed  it  to  idolatry  *,  but  the  Serpent  had  long  before  loft  its  ufe  *,  and  yet 
if  the  people  had  not  been  a  peevifh  and  refradory  &  fnperftitious  people, 
in  whofe  nature  it  was  to  take  all  occafions  of  fuperftition  •,  &  further  yet,  if 
the  taking  away  fuch  occafions  and  opportunities  of  that  fin  in  fpecial  had 
not  been  moft  agreeable  with  the  defignes  of  G  O  D  in  foibidding  to  the 
people  the  common  ufe  of  all  images,m  the  fecond  Ccmmandment,which 
was  given  them  after  the  ere<Sion  of  that  braxen  ftatue  ',  Hexekjah  poffibly 
would  not,or  at  leaftjhad  not  been  bound  to  have  deftroyed  that  monument 
of  an  old  ftoi7&  a  great  blefiing,but  have  fought  to  feparate  the  abufe  from 
the  minds  of  Men.and  retained  the  image.  But  in  Chriftianify,when  none  of 
thefe  circumftances  occur,whcre  by  the  greatnclTe  and  plenty  cf  revelations 
we  are  more  fully  inftru(^cdin  the  wayes  of  duty,&:  when  the  thingit  felf  is 
pious,  and  the  abufe  very  feparable,  it  is  intlni  te  difparagement  to  us,  or  to 
X)ur  Religion,  either  that  our  Religion  is  not  fufticient  to  cure  an  abufe,  or 
that  we  will  never  part  wi  th  it,  but  we  muft  unpardonably  rejeft  a  good,be- 
caufe  it  had  once  upon  it  a  cruftor  fpot  ofleprofie.^  though  fince  it  hath 
been  wafned  in  the  waters  of  Reformation.   The  Primitive  Cliriftians  ab- 
ftain'd  from  a<f^ions  of  themfelves  indifferent,which  the  unconverted  people 
ufed,if  thofe  aftions  were  fymbolical,  or  adopted  into  fidfe  religions,  or  not 
well  underftood  by  thofc  they  were  bound  to  fatisfie :  jtut  when  they  had 
\vafhed  off  the  accrefcences  cf  Gentile  fuperftition,  they  chofe  fuch  rites, 
which  their  neighbours  ufcd,  aiid  had  defignes  not  imprudent  or  unhand- 
foFiie  •,  and  they  were  glad  of  a  Heathen  Temple  to  celebrate  the  Chriftian 
rites  in  them,and  they  made  no  other  change,  but  that  they  ejed'ed  the  De- 
vil, and  invited  their  LORD  into  the  poiTeflion. 
;.  g.  In  things  metrly  indifl'erent,  whofe  pradifc  is  not  limited  by  com- 

mand, nor  their  nature  heightned  by  any  appendant  piety,  we  muft  ufe  our 
liberty  fo  as  may  not  ofiend  our  Brother,  or  lead  him  into  a  fin  directly  or 
fudiredly.  For  fcandal  being  diicftly  againft  charity  it  is  to  be  avoided  in 
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the  (m)C  mcafure,an(l  by  die  fame  proportions,! n  which  char ky  is  to  be  pur-    p^jTllL 

faed.  Now  we  muft  fo  ufe  our  felves,  that  we  muft  cut  olt  i  foot,  or  pluck 1 

eut  an  eye  rather  then  the  one  fhould  bearu6  and  the  otl^er  lead  us  to  fin 
and  death ',  we  mui\  rather  refcind  all  the  naturall  and  fenfuall  or  decreft 
invitation  to  vice,and  deny  our  felves  lawfuU  things,thcn  that  lawful  things 
fhould  betray  us  to  unlawful)  adions.  And  this  rule  is  the  nicafure  of  cha- 
rity :  our  neighbours  foul  ought  to  be  dearer  unto  us  then  any  temporal  pri- 
viledge.  It  is  lawful  for  me  to  eat  herbs,  or  filh,  and  to  obferve  an  afcetick 
diet ;  But  if  by  fuchaufterities  I  lead  others  to  a  good  opinion  of  Monta- 
nifmejor  the  pradifes  cf  Pythagoras^or  to  beleeve  tieili  to  be  impure,  I  mult 
rather  alter  my  dyet,rhen  teach  him  to  fm  by  miftaking  me.  S.Paul  gave  an 
inftance  of  eating  flefli  fold  in  the  fhamblesfrom  the  idol  temples  j  to  eat  it 
in  the  relation  of  an  Idol  facritke,  is  a  great  fin ',  but  when  it  is  fold  in  the 
fliambles  the  property  is  alterd  to  them  that  underftand  it  fo.  But  yet  evea 
this  Paul  would  not  do,ifby  fe  doing  he  fhould  encourage  undifcerning  peo- 
ple to  eat  all  meat  conveyed  from  the  temple,and  oftered  to  Devils.  It  is  no€ 
in  every  Mans  head  to  diftinguifh  formalities,&  to  make  abftradions  of  pur- 
pofe  from  eyteriour  ads,  and  to  alter  their  devotions  by  new  relations  and 
refpefts  depending  upon  intellecftual  and  Metaphyfical  notions.And  there- 
fore it  is  not  (^k  to  do  an  adion,  which  is  not  lawful,  but  after  the  making 
difiindions,  before  ignorant  &  weaker  perfons,  who  fwallow  down  the  bole: 
and  the  box  that  carries  ir,and  never  pare  their  apple,  or  take  the  coie  out. 
If  1  by  the  law  of  charity  muft  rather  quit  my  own  goods,then  fufter  my  l^o- 
ther  to  peril'h,much  rather  muft  I  quit  my  priviledge,&  thofe  fuperftruS:ures 
cf  favour  and  grace,which  Chrifl  hath  given  me  beyond  my  necef]ities,then 
wound  the  fpiVir,and  deftroy  the  foul  of  a  weak  Man,for  whom  Cbrift  died  ; 
It  is  an  inordinate  aft'e<ftion  to  love  my  own  eafe,and  circumftances  of  plea- 
fure  before  the  fcul  of  a  brother',&:  fuch  a  thing  are  the  priviledges  of  Chri- 
flian  liberty  •,  for  Cbrift  hath  taken  off  from  us  thereftraints,which  God  had 
laid  upon  the  Jews  in  meat  and  Holydayes  j  but  thefe  are  but  circum.ftances 
of  grace  given  us  for  opportunities,  &  cheap  inftances  of  charity ,  we  ftiould 
ill  die  for  our  brother,who  will  not  lofe  a  meal  to  prevent  his  fin,  or  change 
a  difti  to  fave  his  foul.  And  if  the  thing  be  indifferent  to  us,yet  it  ought  not 
to  be  indifferent  to  us,  whether  our  brother  live  or  dye- 

4.   A  nd  yet  we  muft  not  to  pleafe  peevifli  or  froward  people  betray  our  8i 

liberty,  which  Chrift  hath  given  us.  If  any  man  oppofes  the  lawfulInelTe,  and 
licence  of  indifferent  a<Sions,  or  6e(ii/?«r6e^  at  myufing  my  priviledges  in- 
nocently j  In  the  firft  cafe  I  am  bound  to  ufe  them  ftill  •,  In  th<;  fecond  I  am 
nor  bound  to  quit  them  to  pleafe  him.  For  in  the  firft  ieftance  he,that  Ihall 
ceafe  to  ufe  his  liberty  to  pleafe  him  ,  that  fayes  his  liberty  is  unlawfull,  en- 
courages him  that  faycs  fo,  in  hisfalfe  opinion,  and  by  complying  with  him 
gives  die  fcandal  •,  And  he,  who  is  angry  with  me  for  making  ufe  of 
it,  is  a  perfon  that,  it  may  be,  is  crept  in  to  fpy  out  and  mvndt  mylibertjy 
bur  not  apt  tobereducM  into  fin  by  that  a<S  of  mine,  which  he  detefts,  for 
whichhedefpifesme,  and  fo  makes  my  perfon  unapt  to  be  exemplar  to 
him-,  to  be  angry  with  me  fcr  doing  what  CHRIST  hath  allowed  me  ,  and 
which  is  part  of  the  liberty  he  purchafed  for  me,  when  he  took  upon 
himfelfthe  form  ofafervant,  is  to  judge  me,  and  to  be  uncharitable  to 
me  •,  and  he  that  does  fo  is  before  hand  with  me,and  upon  the  adivepartj 
he  does  the  fcandal  to  me ,  and  by  offering  to  deprive  me  of  my  liberty 
he  makes  ray  way  to  heaven  narrower,  and  more  encombred,  than  CHR I  ST 

Wft- 
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Fare  III.       ¥^^  '^^ '  ^"^  ^^  places  a  ftumbling  ftone  in  my  way  *,  I  put  none  in  his.  And 

„: ,  *        iffnch  peevifhnelfeand difcontentof  a  Brother  engages  me  co  anew  and 

unimpofed  yoke ,  then  it  were  in  the  powtr  of  my  enemy ,  or  malevo- 
lent perfon  to  make  me  never  to  keep  feftival!,  cr  never  toobferve  any 
private  faft,  never  to  be  poflrate  at  my  prayers,  nor  to  do  any  thing  but  ac- 
cording to  his  leave  *j  and  his  humour  Hiali  become  the  rule  of  my  adions, 
and  then  my  chanty  to  him  fhall  be  the  greateft  uncharitablenelfe  in  the 
world  to  my  felf  •,  and  his  liberty  fiiall  be  my  bondage.  Adde  to  this,  thac 
fuch  complying,  and  obeying  the  peeviflmclfe  of  difcontented  perfons  is 
to  no  end  of  charity,  for  befide  that  fuch  conceflions  never  fatisfie  perfons, 
who  are  unreafonably  angry ,  becaufe  by  the  fame  reafon  they  may  de- 
mand more,  as  they  ask  this  for  which  they  had  no  reafon  at  all,  it  alfo  en- 
courages them  to  be  peevifh  and  gives  fuel  to  the  pafiion ,  and  feeds  the 
wolf,  and  fo  encourages  the  fin,  and  prevents  none. 

5.  For  he  onely  gives  fcandall  ?  who  induces  his  Brother  dire^ly  or 
collaterally  into  fin,  as  appears  by  all  the  difcourfes  in  fcripture  guiding  us 
lCer.8.io.i2  in  this  duty  •,  and  it  is  czlkd^  laying  a  flnmblmg  block,  in  our  Brothers  way^  a 
K0m.14.21.  f^oundingtheConfcienceof  our  weak  Brother.  Thus  Balaam  w^s  faid  to  lay  a 
Afatth.$.2^,  fcandall  before  the  fons  of  Ifrael  by  tempting  them  to  fornication  with  the 
55r  i?«57'  daughters  of  Moab.  Every  ill  example,  or  imprudent,  finfull ,  and  unwary 
^dr^  14.27.  deportment  is  a  fcandall,  becaufe  it  invites  others  to  do  the  like,  leading 
^  5.3.  ^  4.  f^^"i  by  the  hand,  taking  off  the  ftrangenelfe  and  infolency  of  the  a<^,which 
17.  deterres  many  men  frooj  entertaining  it ;  and  it  gives  fome  offers  of  fecu- 

Luke 'J. 2^.  rify  to  others ,  that  they  fhall  efcape  as  we  have  done  j  befides  that  it  is  in 
Johu.i6»i,  the  nature  of  all  agents  natural  1  and  moral!  to  afTimilarc  either  by  proper 
efficiency,  or  by  counffell  and  mcrall  invitements  others  to themfelves. 
But  this  is  a  direft  fcandall  *,  and  fuch  it  is  to  give  money  to  an  idle  perfon, 
who  you  know  will  be  drunk  with  it :  or  to  invite  an  inteniperate  perfon  to 
an  opportunity  of  exceffe,  who  defires  it  alwayes ,  but  without  thee  wants 
it.  Indire<^ly  and  accidentally ,  but  very  criniinally  they  give  fcandall,  who 
introduce  perfons  into  a  ffate  of  life ,  from  whence  probably  they  pafTe 
into  a  ftate  of  tin  j  fo  did  the  Ifraelitcs,  who  ntarried  their  daughters  to  the 
Idolatrous  Moabites^  and  fo  do  they,  who  intruft  a  pupill  to  a  vitious  Guar- 
dian. For  although  GOD  can  preferve  children  in  the  midft  of  flames  wi  th- 
outfcorching,yetifthey  findge  their  hair,or  fcorch  their  flefh, they  that  put 
them  in,  are  guilty  of  the  burning.  And  yet  further  :  if  perfons  fo  eypofed 
to  danger  fhould  efcape  by  miracle ',  yet  they  efcape  not,  who  cxpofe  rhem 
to  the  danger.  They  who  threw  the  children  of  the  captivity  into  the  fur- 
nace were  burnt  to  death,  though  the  children  were  not  hurt  i  and  the  very 
offering  a  perfon  in  our  truft  to  a  certain  or  probable  danger  forefeen  and 
iinderftood,isaIikely  way  to  palfelinupon  the  perfon  fo  eypofed,  but  a 
certain  way  to  contrad:  it  in  our  felves  j  it  is  dire^ly  againft  charity,  for  no 
man  loves  a  foul,  unleffe  he  loves  its  fafety,  and  he  cares  not  to  have  his 
chfldefafe,  that  throws  him  into  the  fire.  Hither  are  to  be  reduced  all  falfe 
do^rines  aptly  produ(fi:ivc  of  evil  life ;  the  do(^rines  are  fcandalous ,  and 
the  men  guilty ,  if  they  underffand  the  confequents  of  their  own  propofi- 
tions :  or  if  they  think  it  probable  that  perfons  will  be  led  by  fuch  do- 
d^rines  into  evil  perfuafions ,  though  themfelves  beleeve  them  not  to  be 
neceflfary  produfts  of  their  opinions,  yet  the  very  publifiiing  fuch  opinions, 
which  (of  themfelves  not  being  neceifary  orotherwife  very  profirable  )  arc 

apt 
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apt  to  be  iindcrftood,  by  weak  perfons  ac  Icaft,  to  ill  ends,  h  againA'charlty,  ""r"    ST^ 
and  thedut}',we  ow  to  our  Brothers  foul.  __?i!^___ 

h  6.  It  i-s  not  necelTary  for  ever  to  abftain   from  thing?  indifferent  to        T^. 
prevent  the  offending  of  a  brother,  but  onely  till  I  hsve  taken  away  that 
rock, againft  which fome  did  ftumble,  or  have  done  my  endeavour  tore* 
move  it.    In  Queftions  of  religion  itislawfull  to  ufe  primitive  and  ancient 
words, arwhich  nen  have  been weakned and  feem  toftumble,  when  the 
obje^ion  is  c]eer'd,and  the  ill  confcquents  and  fufpicion  diravowed,&  it  may 
be  of  good  ufe,charity,&  edification  tofpeak  the  language  of  the  pureff  ages, 
although  that fonie  words  were  ufed  aMb  in  the  impureft  ages,and  dcfccndcd 
along  uponchang!ng,and  declining  articles-,  when  it  is  rightly  explicated  in 
what  fcnk  the  beft  men  did  innocently  ufe  them,aiid  the  fame  fenfe  be  now 
protefted.    But  in  this  cafe  it  concerns  prudence  to  fee  that  the  benefit  be 
greater  then  the  danger.  And  ^he  fame  alfo  is  to  be  faid  concerning  all  the  a- 
aions  &:  parts  of  Chriftian  liberty.  For  if  after  I  have  removed  the  uneven- 
Deflc&objcd:ion  ofthe  accident,  that  is,if  when  I  have  explained  my  difre- 
lilh  to  the  crime,  which  might  pofiibly  be  gathered  up  &  taken  into  pra^ife 
by  my  mifunderftood  example,Aill  any  Man  will  ftumble  and  fall,it  is  a  re- 
folutiontofall,  a  love  of  danger,  apeevifhnefieoffpirir ,  a  voluntrrry  mif- 
underftanding  *,  it  is  not  a  mifery  in  the  Man  more,  then  it  is  his  own  fault  : 
and  when  ever  the  caufe  of  any  fin  becomes  criminal  to  the  Man  that  fins, 
ic  is  certain  that  if  the  other,  who  was  made  the  occafion  ,  did  difavow  and 
proteft  againft  the  crime,  the  Man  that  fins,  is  the  onely  guilty  perfon  both 
in  the  efled:and  caufe  too  ;  for  the  other  could  do  no  more  but  ufe  a  mo- 
ral and  prudent  induftry  to  prevent  a  being  mif-interpreted  j  and  ifhe 
were  tyed  to  mere,  he  muft  quit  his  intereft  for  ever  in  a  perpetual  fcrupici 
and  it  is  like  taking  away  all  laws  to  prevent  difobedience,  and  making  aH 
even  to  fecure  the  World  againft  theeffeftsof  prideor  ftubbornnefle.    I 
adde  to  this,  that  fincc  adions  indifferent  in  their  own  natures  are  not  pro^ 
du'iive  of  effe(^sand  anions  criminal ,  it  i,s  meerly  by  accident,  that  Men 
are  abufed  into  a  fin,  that  is,  by  weaknelTe,  by  raifconceit ,  by  fomething 
that  cither  difcovers  malice  or  indifcretion,  which  becaufe  the  ad:  itfelf 
doesnotof  itfelf,  if  the  Man  does  not  voluntarily  or  by  intention,  the  fin 
dwels  no  where  but  with  the  Man  that  entertains  it  j  the  Man  is  no  longer 
weak  then  he  is  miftaken ,  and  he  is  not  miftaken  or  abufed  iHto  the  fin  by 
example  of  any  Man  who  hath  rightly  ftatedhis  own  queftion,  and  divorced 
the  fuperftition  ofthe  fin  from  his  aftionj  whatfoever  comes  after  this  is 
not  weaknclfe  of  underftanding,  but  ftrength  of  pafTion  *,  and  he  that  is  al- 
r*'ayes  leamng^  and  never  comes  to  the  knowledge  ofthe  truths  is  fomething  be- 
fides  a  filly  Man  j  Men  cannot  be  alwayes  babes  in  CHRIST  witlwut  tlieir 
own  faulty  they  are  no  longer  C//il/5'T5/m/f  0/2?/,  then  they  are  inculpa- .y.cL    ~     -    » 
bly  ignorant.  For  it  is  but  a  mantle  caft  over  pride  and  frowardnelfe  to     '^TroTs"^ 
think  our  felves  able  to  teach  others,  and  yet  pretend  offence  and  fcandal ',  ^'' 
to  fcorn  to  be  inftru(f^ed,  and  yet  complain  that  we  are  offended ,  and  lead 
into  fin  for  want  of  knowledg  of  our  duty.  He  that  underftands  his  duty,  is 
not  a  perfon  capable  of  fcandal  by  things  indiflercnt.  And  it  is  certain,thac 
no  man  can  fay  concerning  himfelf,t  hat  he  is  fcandaliz'd  atanother,  that  is, 
that  he  is  lead  into  fin  by  miftafte  and  weaknclfe ',  for  if  himfelf  knowes  it, 
the  niiftake  is  gone  *,  well  may  the  guides  of  their  fouls  complain  concern- 
ing fuch  pci  fons,  that  their  fin  is  procured  by  offending  perfons  or  anions, 

Vmc< 
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■"T"  T7r"  but  he  thatcompiams  concerning  hi mfelf  to  the  fame  pnrpofe  pretends  ig- 
norauce  for  other  eiids  and  contradi<fts  himfelf  by  his  complaint  and  knov/- 
ledge  of  hiscrrour.  The  boy  was  prettily  pecvifn ,  who  when  his  Father 
bid  him  pronounce  Thalaffius,  told  him  he  could  not  pronounce  Thakjfi^s  5, 
at  the  fame  time  fpeaking  the  word  :  juft  fo  in:potint,  7r'eak,and  undifcern- 
ing  a  perfon  is  that,  who  would  forbid  me  to  do  an  indifferent  aftion  upon 
pretence,  that  it  makes  him  ignorantly  fin,  for  his  faying  fo  confutes  his  ig- 
norance, and  argues  himcfaworfe  folly,  it  is  like  asking  my  neighbour, 
whether  fuch  an  adion  be  done  againft  mine  own  will  ^ 
II.  7,  Whenanadion  is  apt  to  be  miftaken  tocontrary  purpofes,  it  con- 

cerns the  prudence  and  charity  of  a  Chriftian  to  ufe  fiKh  complyance  as 
befl: cooperates  to  Gods  glory ,  and  hath  in  it  the  lefie  danger.  The  Apo- 
ftoles  gave  aninftance  in  the  matter  of  circumcifion,  in  which  they  walked 
warily,  and  with  variety  of  defigne,  that  they  might  invite  the  Gentiles  to 
the  eafie  yoke  of  Chriftianity  ,  and  yet  not  deterre  the  Jew  by  a  difrefpeft 
Gakt.2.  of  the  Law  of  Mofes.  And  therefore  Saint  Paul  circumcifed  Thmthy^  he- 

SjSH?^*-''       caufe  he  was  among  the  Jews  and  defcended  from  a  Jewifh  parent ,  and  in 
the  ii^A^nce  gave  fentence  in  complyance  with  the  Jewifh  perfuafion  j  be- 
caufe  Timothy  might  well  be  accounted  for  a  Jew  by  birth  *,  unto  them  the 
rites  of  Mofes  were  for  a  while  permitted  *,  but  when    thus  was  brought 
upon  the  fcene  of  a  mixt  aflembly  ,  and  was  no  Jew,  but  a  Greek,to  whom 
Paul  had  z^ughr,they  ought  not  to  be  circumcifed :  although  fome  Jews  watched, 
what  he  would  do ,  yet  he  plainly  refufed  to  circumcife  him,  choofing  ra- 
ther to  leave  the  Jews  angry,  than  the  Gentiles  fcandalized  or  lead  into  an 
opinion,  tliat  circumcillon  was  neceilary ',  or  that  he  had  taught  them  other- 
wife  out  of  collaterall  ends ,  or  that  now  he  did  fo.  But  when  a  cafe  of 
Chriftian  liberty  happened  to  Saint  Fft^r,  he  was  not  fo  prudent  in  his 
choice ,  but  at  the  coming  of  certain  Jews  from  Jerufalem ,  v/ithdrew 
himfelf  from  the  foeiety  of  the  Gcntiles,not  coafidering,that   it  was  worfe, 
if  the  Gentiles ,  who  were  invited  to  Chiftianity  by  the  fweetneife  of  its 
liberty  and  complyance  ,   fhould   fall    back,  when    they  that  taught 
them  the  excellence  of  Chriftian  liberty  durft  not  ftand  to  it,  then  if 
rliofe  Jews  were  difpleafed  at  Chriftianity  for  admitting  Gentiles  into  its 
communion  after  they  had   been   inftrud:ed ,   that   GOD  had  broken 
down  the  partition  Nvall ;  and  made  them  one  flieepfold.  It  was  of  greater 
concernment  to  GODS  glory  to  gain  the  Gentiles ,  then  to  retain  the 
Jews  •,  and  yet  if  it  had  not ,  the  Apoftles  were  bound  to  bend  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  weaker,  rather  then  be  maftered  by  the  wilfullnelfe 
of  the  ftranger ,  who  had  been  fufficiently  inftru<^ed  in  the  articles  of 
Chriftian  liberty ,  and  the  adopting  the   Gentiles  into   the  family-  of 
GOD.  Thus  if  it  be  a  Qnaftion  whether  I  ftiould  abate  any  thing  of 
my  externall  religion  or  ceremonies  to  fatisfie  a  heretickc  or  a  contenti- 
ous perfon,  who  pretends  fcandal  to  himfelf,  and  is  indeed  of  another 
I  perfualion ',  and  at  the  fame  time  I  know  that  good  perfons  would  be 

weakned  at  fuch  forbearance  and  eftranged  from  the  good  perfuafion  and 
charity  of  communion,  which  is  part  of  their  duty,  it  mcreconcernes 
charity,  and  the  glory  of  GOD,  that  I  fecui"e  the  right  than  twine 
about  the  wrong  ,  wilfuU  and  malicious  perfons  j  A  Prelate  muft  rather 
fortiile  and  encourage  obedience ,  and  ftrenghthen  difcipline ,  than  by 
rewiiirenelTc  toward  refractory  fpirits,  and  a  defire  not  fo  feem  fevere, 

weaken 
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weaken  the  hands  of  confclentious  perfons  by  taking  away  the  marks  of  dif-  *>art  III 

fcrence  between  them  that  obey,  and  them  that  obtry  not ',  and  in  all  ca-  . \ 

fcs  when  the  quefiion  is  between  a  Friend  to  be  fecured  from  ApoAatle,  or 
an  Enemy  to  be  gained  from  indirierency,  S.  Pauls  rule  is  to  be  obferv-cd  i 
Do  good  to  all^  hut  efpecially  to  the  houjhold  of  fahh.  When  fhe  Church 
in  a  particular  inftance  cannot  be  kinde  to  both,  flie  muft  firft  love  her  own 
ChildreH. 

8.  But  when  the  queftion  is  between  pleating  and  contenting  the  12 

fancies  of  a  Friend,  and  the  gaining  of  an  Enemy,  the  greater  good 
of  the  Enemy  is  infinitely  to  be  preferred  before  the  Satisfying  the  unne- 
ceflary  humour  of  the  Friend  j  and  therefore  that  we  may  gain  perfons  of  a 
differing  Religion,  it  is  lawful  to  entertain  them  in  their  innocent  cuflomes, 
that  we  may  reprefcnt  our  felves  charitable,  and  juft,  apt  to  comply  in 
what  we  can,  and  yet  for  no  end  complying  further  then  we  are  permitted. 
It  was  a  policy  of  the  Devil  to  abufe  Chriftians  to  the  rites  of  Mithra  by 
imitating  the  Chriftian  ceremonies*,  and  the  Chriftians  themfelves were 
beforehand  with  him  in  that  policy  j  for  they  facilitated  the  recon- 
cilement of  Judaifme  with  Chriftianity  by  common  rites,  and  invite«l 
the  Gentiles  to  the  Chriftian  Churches,  becairfe  they  never  violated  the 
Heathen  Temples,  but  loved  the  Men,  and  imitated  their  innocent  rites, 
and  onely  offered  to  reform  their  errcuis ,  and  hallow  their  abufed  pur- 
pbfes  j  and  this,  if  it  had  no  other  contradid:ory ,  or  unhandfome  circum- 
flance,  gave  nooft'ence  to  other  Chriftians,  when  they  had  learn'd  to  truft 
them  with  the  government  of  Eccleliaftical  affairs,  to  whom  GOD  had  com- 
mitted them,  and  they  all  had  the  fame  parpofes  of  Religion  and  Charity. 
And  when  there  is  no  objcftion  againft  this,  but  the  furies  or  greater  heats 
of  a  miftaken  zcalj  the  complyaiKe  with  evil  or  unbelieving  perfons  to  gain 
them  from  their  errors  to  thewayes  of  truth  and  fecurity  is  great  prudence 
and  great  charity,  becaufe  it  choofcs  and  afts  a  greater  good  at  no  other 
charge  or  expencebuc  the  difcompollng  of  an  intemperate  7eal. 

p.  We  are  not  bound  to  intermit  a  good,  or  a  lawfull  adion ,  afToon  as  1 5, 

as  any  man  tells  hs  it  is  fcandalous ,  for  that  may  be  an  eafie  ftratagem  to 
give  me  laws, and  deftroy  my  liberty  :  But  either ,  when  the  a^ionis  of  ic 
felf,  or  by  reafon  of  a  publike  known  indifpofition  of  fome  perfons 
probably  introduftive  of  a  fin  j  or  when  we  know,  it  is  fo  in  fad-.  The 
other  is  but  afiiighting  a  Man',  this  onely  is  prudent ,  that  my  charity  be 
guided  by  fuch  rules,  which  determine  wife  men  to  anions  or  omiffions 
refpeftively.  And  therefore  a  light  fame  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  wreft 
my  liberty  from  me,  but  a  reafonable  belief,  or  a  certain  knowledge  *,  in 
the  taking  of  which  eftimate  we  muft  neither  be  too  credulous  and  eafie, 
nor  yet  ungentle  and  ftubborn^but  do  according  to  the  aftions  of  wife  men 
and  the  charities  of  a  Chriftian.  Hither  we  may  refer  the  rules  of  abftaining 
from  things  which  are  of  evil  report.  For  not  every  thing ,  which  is 
of  good  report,  is  to  be  followed,  for  then  a  falfe  opinion,  when  it 
is  become  popular  muft  be  profelTed  for  confcience  fake  *,  nor  yet  every 
thing  that  is  of  bad  report,  is  to  be  avoided,  for  nothing  endured 
more  fhame  and  obloquy  then  Chriftianity  at  its  firft  commencement. 
But  by  \^g9od  report]  we  are  to  underftand  fuch  things,  which  are  well 
reported  of  by  good  men  and  wife  men  ?  or  Scripture  >  or  the  confent  of 

nations 
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n—  „atiohs-,and  thusfor  a  woman  tomarry  wUWn  *e|^« °/„2r?orfo^n,e  wo "c 
!L-  dalous,becarfeit  is  of  evil  repor:,Sivesfufp.cion  ofhgh  neflc  or  fom^^^^^ 
confederacy  before  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  thing  it  lelt  is  apt  to 
m"nrfterthefufpition,andfuchwe  are  bound  to  prevent  •,  and  ""kfe  die 
ftglolibemaLious,  orin^prudent  and  ""f"f"»bk,we  jm^^^  conce 
onr  anions  from  the  furprifes  and  deprehentrans  ot  lulpition^  it  was 
fcandS  amongft  the  old  Romanes  not  to  marry  ;  among  the  Chnftians 
for  fS  rf  o  marry  twice,becaufe  it  was  aga.nft  an  Apoftohcall 
canon  but  when  ?t  became  of  U  report  for  ,n,  Chnjiun  to  marry  the 
S\ime,  be«rfe  this  evill  report  was  l^gun  by  the  errours 
Tmnunus  and  is  againft  a  perniiffion  of  ^oly  Scripture  no  lay 
Chriftian  was  bound  to  abftaine  from  a  fecond  bed,  for  fear  ol  g.- 

"'"fl^Thi  precept  of  avoiding  fcandal  concernes  the  Governonrs  of  the 
Ch,rchlfta^eh7the  making  a'nd  execution  of  I^s   For  nojaw^n  thing 

SfZ^edi^^,^?^'^l^5S^&^ 
accepted  them,  and  given  tacite  ^PPf*«'°"f  l.!;  bfcoteSen  to 

»a;f iSg  is..  *^^^ 

more  troublefome  ^r  dangerous  .nen  a  '^  ^  contentious 

then  the  good  which  will  come  py  "•"'"',£■  ;.  roivfrne^  the  Lawg  vers 
and  the  elil  canby  no  "*errenKdy  be  healed,  ^h  Ve  authcfity  is 
charity  to  take  oft  fuch  P°fi"veconftimions,  which  m  ^^^^ 

meerly  humane,  and  in  the  ™«FV"f^f ^"^'J^m  n  ^  words  of  an 
fum  of  this  whole  duty  I  "'"  ' 'hoofe  J^ffP'^'^^jVnE  of  Scandal  quit 
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preflely  commended   as   an  aft  of  piety  and  perfeftloM ,   or  what  is     p     jTT 

not  an  obligation  of  juftice,  that  is,  in  whkh  the  intereft  of  a  third [ 

pcrfon,  or  elfc  our  own  Chriftian  liberty  is  not  totally  concernd,  alJ 
that  is  to  be  given  in  facrifice  to  mercy  and  to  be  made  matter  of 
edification  and  charity  :  but  not  of  fcanda4 ,  that  is  of  danger  and 
fin  and  falling  ,  to  our  neighbour. 


*   vie 


«nT<J 


The  Prayer. 


OEternall  jESVSy  who  art  made  unto  us  mfddm^  right fiufnefet 
fan^fification  y  and  rednnptisn^give  us  of  thy  abundant  charity^  that  we 
may  love  the  eternall  benefit  of  our  Brothers  foul  with  a  true^  diligent  and 
affeBionate  care  and  tendernefe  :  Give  us  a  fellow-feeling  of  one  anothers  ca- 
lamities ,  a  readinejfe  to  bear  each  others  burdens ,  aptneffe  to  forbear ,  wif- 
dom  to  adkife ,  counfell  to  dire^^  and  afpirit  of  meekenejfe  and  mode  fly  trern^ 
bling  at  our  infirmities  y  fear  full  in  our  Brothers  dangers ,  and  joy  full  in  his 
rejfitution  and  fecurities.  Lord-,  let  all  our  anions  be  pious  and  prudent^  our 
felves  wife  as  ferpents^  and  innocent  as  Doves  ^  and  our  whole  life  exem- 
plar and  jujl  and  charitable ,  that  we  may  like  lamps  finning  in  thy  temple 
ferve  thee  and  enlighten  others  and  guide  them  to  thy  fanlluary  ^  and  that 
jbining  cleerly  and  burning  :(^eakufiy^when  the  Bridegroom fi) all  come  to  bind  up 
his  jewels^  and  beautifie  his  Spoufe  ,  and  gather  his  Saints  together,  we 
and  all  thy  Chriftian  people  knitt  in  a  holy  fellowfi)ip  may  enter  into  the 
jcy  of  our  Lordy  and  partake  of  the  eternall  refrefliments  of  the  kingdom 
of  light  and  glory  ,  where  thou  0  holy  and  eternall  JESV,  livefi  and 
reignefl  in  the  excellencies  of  a  kingdom  y  and  the  infinite  durations  of  eter-' 
nity.    Amen. 


JCHfcourfc 
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AdNutn,2u  Of  the  caufes  and  manner  of  the 

^  ^^'  Dwine  judgements. 

F  "  f  /•  d.^-  ^^^^M  ^  ^  ^  judgements  are  like  the  writmg  upon  the  wall ,  which 
nl'^;  ,^  ,"  ]^^^^8K  was  amiffive  of  anecr  from  GOD  upon  Belfharzau  it  came 
,' r  M  \WW^  ^P°"  ^"  errand  of  revenge,  and  yet  was  writ    m  fo  dark 

a»  p(t7n>t<n,       -^<^wJ^  charaiSers ,  that  none  could  read  it  but  a  Prophet.  When 
^^"^^*  Ifyl^S^M  ever  GOD  fpeaks  from  heaven ,  he  wouid  have  us  to  un- 

derftand  his  meaning  ,  and  if  he  declares  not  his  fenfe  in  particular  figni- 
ficationyet  we  underftand  his  meaning  well  enough,  if  every  voice  of  GOD 
kad  us  to  repentv^nce.  Every  fad  accident  is  direded  againft  fin ,  either  to 
prevent  it  or  to  cure  it  j  to  glorifie  GOD ,  or  to  humble  us  *,  to  make  us  go 
forth  of  our  felves,  and  to  reft  upon  the  centre  of  all  felicities,  that  we 
may  derive  help  from  the  fame  hand,  that  fmote  us.  Sin  and  punifhment 
are  fo  neer  relatives,  that  when  GOD  had  marked   any  perfon  with  a  fad- 
nefle,  or  unhandfome  accident,  men  think  it  warrant  enough  for  their  un- 
charitable cenfuresand  condemn  the  man,  whom  GOD  hath  fmitren,  ma- 
king GOD  the  executioner  of  our  uncertain  or  ungentle  fentences.  Whe- 
tier  finned  this  man  or  his  paretits^  that  he  if  as  born  blind  /  f^^he  pharifees  t© 
.  our  blefied  Lord  :  Neither  this  man^norhis  parents^  was  the  anfwer  h  meaning, 
»hat  GOD  had  other  ends  in  that  accident  to  ferve  •,  and  it  was  nor  an  efteft 
of  wrath,  but  a  defigne  of  mercy  both  direftly  and  collaterally.  Gods  glory 
muftbefeencleerlybyoccafion  of  the  curing  the  blinde  man.  But  in  the 
prefent  cafe  the  anfwer  was  fomething  different.  PiUte  fiew  the  Galileans, 
when  they  were  facrificing  in  their  conventicles  apart  from  the  Jews.  For 
they  firft  had  feparated  from  obedience ,  and  paying  tribute  to  Ce/<?r,  and 
then  from  the  Church,who  difavowed  their  mutinous  and  difcontcnted  do- 
'  ftrines.  The  caufc  of  the  one  and  the  other  are  linked  in  mutual!  compli- 
cations and  endeermcnt,  and  hewhodefpifes  the  one  will  quickly  difobey 
the  other.  Prefently  upon  the  report  of  this  fad  accident  the  people  run  to 
the  judgement  feat,  and  every  man  was  ready  to  be  accufer  and  witnefie  and 
Judge  upon  thefe  poor  deftroyed  people ;  bur  jESUS  allales  their  heat,and 
though  he  would  by  no  m.eans  acquit  thefe  perfons  from  deferving  death  for 
their  denying  tribute  to  Cefar^ytt  he  alters  the  face  of  the  tribunal,  &  makes 
thofe  perfons,  who  were  fo  apt  to  be  accufers  and  judges^to  aft  another  part, 
even  of  guilty  perfons  too,  that  fince  they  will  needs  be  juding ,  they  might 
l^hhs  13.  2.      judge  themfelves,for  [think,  not  thefe  were  greater  finners ,  than  all  the  other 
Galileans ,  becaufe  they  fufered  fuch  things.  I  tell  you  nay  but  except  ye  repent 
yefijallall  Ukewife  perijh  *,  J  ireaning,that  although  there  was  great  probabi- 
lity to  beleeye  fuch  perfons?  fchjfmaticks  (I  mean)  and  rebclls,  to  be  the 

greateft 
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greateft  finners  of  rhe  World,  yet  thcmfelves  who  had  delignes  to  deftroy    -p^^  m, 
the  Son  of  GOD,  had  defcrved  as  great  damnation.  And  yet  it  is  obferva- 


ble ,  that  the  holy  J  E  S  U  S  onely  compared  the  (ins  of  them  that  fuffercd  ^-Xe;»«  w< 
with  the  ehate  of  the  other  Gahleans,  who  fiitiercd  not  *,  and  that  alfo  ap-  Kyei?  T  ci  icu- 
plyes  it  to  the  perfons  prefent  who  told  the  news ,  to  configne  this  truth  p* 
unto  us,  that  when  perfons  confederate  in  the  fame  crimes  are  fpared  from  Oiac  i-n'^amt 
a  prefent  judgement  falling  upon  others  of  their  own  fociety ,  it  is  indeed  C^/Jar  ifiiai 
a  ftrong  alarm  to  all  to  fecure  themfelvcs  by  repentance  againft  the  hoftili-  thiLUj'), 
Ties  and  eruptions  of  fm ',  but  yet  it  is  no  exemption  or  "^  fec^rity  to  them  EfchylMMUic^ 
that  efcape  to  beleevc  themfelves  perfons  lefie  finful  5  for  GOD  fometimes  pius  icii.  Deus 
decimates  or  tithes  delinquent  perfons,  and  they  dye  for  a  common  crime  partem  percuiijc 
according  as  GOD  hath  caft  their  lot  in  the  decrees  of  predefti nation  ',  and  !j^io^^  u^  p^^. 
either  they  that  remain  are  fealed  up  to  a  worfe  calamity,  or  left  within  the  ^^  corrigcret 
referves  and  mercies  of  repentance  j  for  in  this  there  is  fome  variety  of  de-  exemplo,proba- 
termination  and  undifcerned  providence.  «tq;  omnibus 

Thepurpofcofour  blefled  SAVIOUR  is  of  great  ufe  tons  in  all  the  tra-  [g^So  feX" 
verfes  and  changes,  and  efpecially  the  fad  and  calamitous  accidents  of  the  ^^^  Scl^^X- 
World   But  in  the  misfortune  of  others  we  are  to  make  other  difcourfes  gendo  pkwccnu 
concerning  Divine  judgments,then  when  the  cafe  is  of  neerer  concernment  Salvian. 
to  our  felves.    For  firft,  when  we  fee  a  perfon  come  to  an  unfortunate  2. 

and  untimely  death,  we  muft  not  conclude  fuch  a  Man  peri  filing  and  nii- 
ferable  to  eternity.    It  was  a  fad  calamity  that  fell  upon  the  Man  of  Judah, 
that  returned  to  eat  bread  into  the  Prophets  houfe  contrary  to  the  Word 
of  the  LORD  ?  he  was  abufed  into  the  ad:  by  a  Prophet ,  and  a  pretence 
of  a  command  from  GOD,  and  whether  he  did  violence  to  his  own  un- 
clerftanding  ,  and  believed  the  Man  ,  becaufe  he  was  willing,  or  did  it  in 
fincerity,  or  in  what  degree  of  lin  or  excufe  the  aftion  might  confift  no  Man 
there  knew,and  yet  a  Lion  flew  him,and  the  lying  Prophet  that  abufed  him 
efcapedandwentto  his  grave  in  peace :  Some  perfons  joyned  in  fociety  __      , 
or  intereft  with  criminals  have  perifhed  in  the  fame  judgements  j  and  yet  rerislacrum  ** 
it  would  be  hard  to  call  them  equally  guilty  who  in  the  accident  were    ui^ik  arcane, 
equally  miferable  and  involved.     And  they  who  are  not  ftrangersinthe  mbiirdem 
affaires  of  the  World  cannot  but  have  heard ,   or  feen  fome  perfons,  ^If  craSibus/ra- 
who  have  lived  well  and  moderately ,   though  not  like  the  flames  of  ^i^h^'"^^^ 
rhe  HolocaufV,  yet  like   the   afhes  of  incenfe,  fending  up  good  per-  lum-fepeDie'fpi- 
fumes,  and  keeping  a  conftant  and   flow  tire  of  piety  or  juftice,  yet  ter 


have  been  furprized  in  the  midft  of  fome^unufual  unaccuftomed  itregu-  '"^  r^'^*"l'j •  V^"' 
larity,  and  dyed  in  that  tlnne ',    a  fudden  gayety  of  fortune,  a  great  ^^^^t^oaddiditinA 
joy,  a  violent  change,  a  friend  is  come,  or  a  marriage-day,  hath  tranf-  KorjT^.od.i, 


ported  feme  perfons  to  indifcreticns  and  too  bold  a  licenfe,  and  the  in- 
difcretion  hath  betrayed  them  to  idle  company,  and  the  company  to 
drink,  and  drink  to  a  fall,  and  that  hath  hurried  them  to  their  grave  j 
and  it  were  a  fadfentence  to  think  GOD  would  not  repute  the  untimely 
death  for  a  punifhment  great  enough  to  that  deficxion  from  duty,  aad 
judge  die  Man  according  to  the  conftant  tenour  of  his  former  life ',  If 
fuch  an  aft  was  not  of  a  malice  great  enough  to  outweigh  the  former 
habites,  and  interrupt  the  whole  ftate  cf  acceptation  and  grace.  Some- 
thing like  this  wp  tne  cafe  of 'L'^;^^^,  who  efpying  the  tottering  Ark 
went  to  fupport^with  an  unhallowed  hand',  GOD  fmote  him,  and 
ke  dyed  immediately.     It  were  too  fevere  to  fay  his  zeal  and  indif- 

E  e  e  crction 


ft 
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Z~jjT      '  cretion  carried  him  beyond  a  temporal  death  to  the  roiiacs  ofeterni  y. 

I Origen  and  many  others  have  made  themfelves  Eunuchs  for  the  kingdora 

of  Heaven,  2nd  did  well  after  it  j  but  thofe  that  did  fo,  and  dyed  of  the 
wound,  were  I'mitren  cf  GOD  and  dyed  in  their  folly  j  and  yet  it  is  rather 
to  be  called  a  fad  confequence  cf  their  indifcretion,  thon  the  eyprel!c  of  a 
final  anger  from  GOD  Almighty.  For  as  GOD  takes  off  our  fins  and  punifU- 
ments  by  parts,  remitting  to  fome  perfons  the  fentence  of  death ,  and  in- 
fiifting  the  fine  cf  a  temporal  lofie,  or  the  gentle  fcourge  cf  a  kITer  fick- 
nelTe  :  fo  alfo  he  layes  iron  by  parrs,  and  according  to  the  proper  propor- 
tions of  the  Man  and  of  the  crime  h  and  every  tranfgreiiion  ,  and  lef- 
fer  deviation  from  our  duty  does  not  drag  the  foul  to  death  eternal,  but 
GOD  fuffers  our  repentance,  though  imperfe^  to  have  an  imperfcd:  ef- 
fed,  knocking  oft  the  fetters  by  degrees,  and  leading  us  in  fome  cafes 
to  a  councell^  in  fome  to  judge?vent  ^  and  in  fome  to  Nell  fire  i  but  it 
is  not  alwayes  certain  that  he  who  is  lead  to  the  prifon  doores  fliall 
there  lye  entombed ',  and  a  Man  may  by  a  judgement  be  brought  to 
the  gates  of  Hell ,  and  yet  thofe  gates  fliall  not  prevail  againft  him. 
This  difconrfe  concernes  perfons  whofe  life  is  habitually  fair,  and  juft-, 
butarefurprizedinfomeunhandfome,  but  lef^e  criminal  aftion,  and  dye 
or  fuffer  fome  great  calamity,  as  the  inftrument  of  its  expiation  or  a- 
mendment. 
5'  2.  But  if  the  perfon,  upon  whom  the  judgement  falls ,  be  habi- 

tually vitious',  or  the  crimie  of  a  clamcrous  natuie  or  deeper  tindure  v 
if  the  Man  fwne  a  finne  unto  deaths  and  either  meets  it  or  fome  other  re- 
markable calamity,  not  fo  feared  as  death  ^  provided  we  pai!e  no  further 
then  the  fentence  we  fee  then  executed,  it  is  not  againft  charity  or  prr- 
dence,  to  fay,  this  calamity  in  its  own  formality,  and  by  the  intention 
of  GOD  is  a  punifhment  and  judgement.     In  the  favourable  cafes  of  ho- 
neft  and  juft  perfons,  our  fentence  and  opinions  ought  alfo  to  be  favoura- 
ble ',  and  in  fuch  queftions  to  encline  ever  to  the  f  de  of  charitable  conflru- 
ftion,  and  read  other  ends  of  GOD  in  the  accidents  of  our  neighbour,  then, 
revenge  or  exprefie  wrath.     But  when  the  impiety  of  a  perfon  is  fcanda- 
lous  and  notorious,  when  it  is  clamorous  and  violent,  when  it  is  h^xsmV 
and  yet  corrigible,  if  we  finde  a  fadnefle  and  calamity  dwelling  with  fuch  a 
finner,  efpecially  if  the  punifhment  be  fpiritual '-,  we  reade  the  fentence  of 
GOD  written  with  his  own  hand,  and  ic  is  not  fawcinelfe  of  opinion,  or  a 
prefling  into  the  fecrets  of  providence  to  fay  the  fame  thing,  which 
GOD  hath  publifhed  to  all  the  World  in  the  exprel!es  of  his  Spirit', 
In  fuch  cafes  we  are  to  obferve  the  fever  hy  of  GOD',  on  them  that  fally 
feverity ',  and  to    ufe  thofe  judgements  as   infirumcnts  of  the  fear  of 
GOD,  and  arguments  to  hate  fin,  which  we  could  not  well  do ,  but  that 
we  muft  look  on  them  as  verifications  of  GODS  threatning  againft  great 
and  impenitent  linnets.  But  then  if  we  defcend  to  particulars  we  may  ea(ily 
be  deceived. 
4^  For  fome  Men  are  diligent  to  obferve  the  accidents  and  chances 

of  Providence  upon  thofe  efpecially ,  who  differ  from  them  in  opini- 
on ',  and  what  ever  ends  GOD  can  have,  or  what  ever  lins  Man  can 
have,  yet  we  lay  that  in  fault  which  we  therefore  hate,  becaufe  it  is 
moft  againft  our  intereft  :  the  contrary  opinion  is  our  Enemy ,  and 
we  alfo  think  GOD  ha-tes  it  y  but  fuch  fanfics  do  feldonne  ferve  cither 
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the  endf  of  truth  or  charity.    '  Pierre  Calceen  died  under  the  Barbers     p     777" 
*hand:  there  wanted  not  fome  who  faid,  it  was  ajwdgementupon  him  . 


for  condemning  to  the  fire  the  famous  Pucelle  of  France  ,    who  pro-  Penduh  dum 
*phe(icd  theexpulfion  of  the  Enghfh  out  of  the  Kingdom.    They  that  tonior  I'ecac  ex- 
'  thought  this,  believed  htr  to  be  a  Frophetefie  j  but  others  that  thought  crementa  capilU 
*  her  a  Witch,  were  williag  to  fiude  out  another  con)e(fture  forthefud-  ^s^^Jif^^ ^^^^ll 
'den  death  of  the  Gentleman.     But  I  inftance  in  a  trifle.     Certain  it  is,  cadaver 
that  GOD  removed  the  Candleftick  from  the  Levantine  Churches,  be-  Decubat,  ultri. 
caufe  he  had  a  quarrel  unto  them  j  for  that  punifliment  is  never  fent  c«  (jc  pendunc 
upon  pure  dellgnes  of  emendation,  or  for  direft  and  immediate  piu-  "''^^'^^  JiCTsnci. 
pofes  of  the  Divine  Glory ,  but  ever  makes  reflexion  upon  the  paft  ftnne  y 
but  when  we  defcend  to  a  judgement  of  the  pai'ticulars ,  GOD  walks  fo 
in  the  dark  to  us,  that  it  is  not  difcerned,  upon  what  ground  he  fmote 
them.     Some  fay  it  was  Becaufe  they  difhonoured  the  eternal  JESUS 
in  denying  the   procefTion  cf  the  holy   Ghoft  from  the  Sonne :  thc^ 
Church'  of  Rome  calls  the  Churches  of  the  Greek  communion,  Schifma- 
tical,  and  thinks  GOD  righted  the  Roman  quarrel ,  when  he  revenged^ 
his  own  *,  fome  think  they  were  cut  off  for  being  breakers  of  Images, 
others  thinke  that  their  zeal  againft  Images  was  a  meanes  they  were 
cut  off  no  foonerj   and  yet  he  that  fhall  obferve  what  innumerable 
Sc<Ss,  Herefies,  and  Fadions  were  commenced  amongft  them,  and 
how  they  were  wanton  with  Religion,  making  it  ferve  ambitious  and 
unworthy  ends,  will  fee  that  befidesthe  ordinary  conjcftures  of  interc- 
ftcd  perfons,  they  had  fuchcaufes  of  their  ruine,  which  we  alfo  now  feel 
heavily  incumbent  upon  our  felves.     To  fee    GOD  adding  eighteen 
years  to  the  life  of  HeT^ekjah  upon  his  prayer ,  and  yet  cutting  off  the 
young  fon  of  David  begotten  in  adulterous  embraces,  to  fee  him  re- 
jciSing  Admijah^  and  receiving  ^'o/b/non  to  the  kingdom,  begotten  of  the 
fame  Modier,  whofe  fon  GOD  in  anger  formerly  flew,  to  obferve  his 
mercies  to  Manaffes^  in  accepting  him  to  favour,  and  continuing  the 
Kingdom  to  hin),  and  his  feverity  to  Zedekjab  in  caufing  his  eyes  to  be 
put  out',  to  fee  him  rewarding  A^e^«cW«e;^^4r  with  the  fpoils  of  Egypt 
for  deftroying  Tyre,  and  executing  GODS  fevere  anger  againft  it,  and 
yet  punifhing  ethers  for  being  executioners  cf  his  wrath  upon  Jerufa- 
lem,  even  then  when  hepurpofed  to  chaftife  if,  to  fee  Wenceflaus  rai- 
led from  a  Peafant  to  a  Throne,  and  Pompey  from  a  great  Prince  re-, 
ducedto  that  condition,  that  a  Pupil  and  an  Eunuch  palfed  fentence  of 
death  upon  him  j  to  fee  great  fortunes  fall  into  the  hand  of  a  Fool ,  and 
honourable  old  perfons,  and  learned  Men  dtfcend  to  unequal  beggery  ^ 
to  fee  him  ftrike  a  flroke  with  his  own  hand  in  the  convtrfion  of  Saul, 
and  another  quire  contrary  in  the  cutting  ofl-'  of  Judas  muft  needs  be 
fome  reftraint  to  oiu*  judgements  concerning  the  general  ftateof  thofe 
Men,  w+iolye  under  the  rod',  but  it  proclaimes  an  infinite  uncertainty 
in  the  particulars,  fince  we  fee  contrary  accidents  happening  to  per- 
fons guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  or  put  in  the  fame  indifpofitions.    GOD 
hath  marked  all  great  (inncs  with  fome  fignal  and  expreffe  judgements, 
and  hath  tranfmitted  the  records  of  them,  or  reprefented  them  before  our 
eyes  *,  that  is,  liath  done  fo  in  our  age,  or  it  hath  been  noted  to  have  been 
done  before,  and  that  being  fuflkient  to  aflright  us  from  thofe  crimes, 
GOD  hath  not  thought  it  expedient  to  do  the  fame  things  to  all  perfons  in 
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Vmi  III.      the  fame  cafes,  having  to  all  pcrfons  produced  inftances  and  examples  of 

.       fear  by  fewer  accidents,  fufticient  torefirain  us,  but  not  enough  to  palfe 

fentence  upon  the  changes  cf  Divii.e  Providence. 
5.  But  fonietimes  GOD  fpeakeb  plainer,  and    gives  ws  notice,  what 

crimes  he  pdnifhes  inorhers,  rhatwe  may  the  rather  decline  fuch  rocks 
of  olience.     If  the  crime  and  the  punilhment  he  fymbolical,  and  have 
proportion  and  conelpondence  of  parrs,  the  hand  of  GOD  ftrikes  the 
Nan,  hut  holds  up  one  linger  to  point  at  the  finne.  The  death  of  the 
childe  of  Bathjheba  was  a  plain  declaration,  that  the  anger  of  GOD  was 
upon  David  for   the  adulterous   mixture.     That  blafphenier ,    whofe 
tongue  was  prefcntly  ftruck  with  an  ulcerous  tumour,  with  his  tongue 
Fiihoslb  9       declared  the  glories  of  GOD ,  and  his  own  fliamc-     And  that  famous 
^     '  '"'      perfon,  and  of  excellent  learning  Giaccbettus  of  Geneva ,  being  by  his 
Wife  found  dead  in  the  unlawful!  embraces  of  a  ftranger  woman,  who 
alfo  dyed  at  the  fame  inftant,  left  an  excellent  example  of  GODS  an- 
ger upon  the  crime,  and  an   evidence ,  that  hee  was  then  judged  for 
his  intemperance.    Such  are  all  thofe  punifiimaits,  which  are  natu- 
ral! confequents  to  a  crime,  as  Dropfies,  rednelTe  of  eyes ,  dilToluti- 
Pocna  lamen     tion  of  nerves ,  apoplexies   to  continuall  drunkenneffe,  to  intemperate 
SeSramif    ^^""S  ^o"  ^^^^^  and  fudden  deaths,  toluil,  acaitive  llavifh  difpofition, 
^^  and  a  foul  difeafed  body  V  fire  and  fword,  and  depopulation  of  Towns 

Turgidus et cm-  and  villages,  the  confequents  of  ambition  and  unjuft  wars  :  poverty 
dumpavonem  in  to  prodigality,  and  all  thofe  judgements,  which  happen  upon  curfing"s 
HlnrrSbitT*  ^"^  ^^^'^^^  imprecations,  when  GOD,  is  under  a  curfe  called  to  at- 
iDortesatq  in-  ^eft  a  lye,  and  to  connive  at  impudence?  or  when  the  opprefled  per- 
teftacafeneaus.  foijs  in  the  bitternefie  of  their  fouls  wifli  evil  and  pray  for  vengeance  00 
juyen.Sac.i.  their  oppreflours ,  or  that  the  Church  upon  juft  caufe  inflids  fpirituall 
frsnerh  buf  ^^"^u^^s,  and  delivers  unto  Satan,  orcurfesand  declares  the  Divine  fen- 
■unc  vapulo  re-  tence  againft  finners,  as  S.  Veter  zgzmil  Ananias  znd  Saphira,  and  S.Paul 
lies  againft  Elimas^  and  of  old  Alofes  againft  Vbauoh  and  his  Egypt :  (  of 

Sic luitur  juvc-   this  nature  alio  was  the  plague  of  awitheied  hand  infli<Sed  upon /?- 
ms  culpa  dolorc  ^o^^dm,  for  ftretching  forth  his  hand  to  ftrike  the  Prophet )    In  thefe  and 
^^*  all  fuch  inftances  the  offspring  is  fo  like  the  Parent,  that  it  cannot 

eafily  be  concealed*,  fometime  the  crime  is  of  that  nature,  thatitcryes 
aloud  for  vengeance,  or  is  threatned  with  a  fpeciall  kinde  of  punifh- 
ment,  or  by  the  obfervation  and  experience  of  the  world  hath  regularly 
happened  to  a  certain  fort  of  perfons,  fuch  as  are  difiblutions  of  eftates, 
the  puniftiment  of  facriledge ",  a  defcending  curfe  upon  pofterity  for  four 
generations,  fpecially  threatned  to  the  crime  of  idolatry  ?  any  plague  what- 
foever  to  opprefTion  •,  untimely  death  to  murder ',  an  unthriving  eftate  to 
the  detention  of  tithes,  orwhatfoever  is  GODS  portion  allotted  for  the 
fervices  of  religion*,  untimely  and  ftrange  deaths  to  the  perfccutci;  of 
Chriftian  religion  j  Nero  killed  himfelf,  Vomitian  was  killed  by  his  fcrvants, 
Maximinus  and  Ded«j  were  mnrthered,  together  with  their  children,  Vah^ 
rkms^  imprifoned,  flead  and  flain  with  tortures  by  Sapor  King  of  Perfia, 
Viocletian  periflied  by  his  own  hand,  and  his  honfe  burnt  with  the  fate  of 
Sodome  and  Gomorrah,  with  fire  firom  above,  Antiochw  the  Prcfident 
under  Aurelian  while  Agapetus  was  in  his  agony  and  futterance  of 
Martyrdome ,  cryed  out  of  a  flame  within  him ,  and  dyed  j  Ylaccus 
toniited   out  bis  entrailes  p refently  after  he  had  caufcd    Gregory 
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Bifliop  of  Spoleto  to  be  flain,  and  Viofcorus  the  Father  of  Saint  Bar-    p^..  ttt 

bara  had  accufcd  and  betrayed  his  Daughter  to  the   Hangsnans  cruelty  , 1^ 

for  being  a  Chriftian,  and  he  dyed  by  the  hand  of  GOD  by  fire  from 
Heaven.  The fc  are  GODS  tokens,  marks  upon  the  body  of  infed'ed  per- 
fons,  and  declare  the  nialigniry  of  the  difcafe,  and  bids  us  all  beware  of 
thofe  determined  crimes. 

5.  But  then  in  thefe  and  all  other  accidents  we  muft  firfl:  obferve  from  (^ 

ihc  caufc  to  the  effe^,  and  then  judge  from  the  efleft  concerning  the  na- 
ture and  the  degree  of  the  caiife  j  we  cannot  conclude?  this  family  is 
lelfened,  beggered,  or  extind-,  therefore  they  are  guilty  of  Sacri ledge , 
but  thus-,   they  are  facrilegious,  and  GOD  hath  blotted  out  their  name 
from  among  the  pofterities,  therefore  this  judgement  was  an  expreffe  of 
GODS  anger  againft  Sacriledge  *,  the  judgement  will  not  conclude  a  finne, 
but  when  a  finne  infers  the  judgement  with  a  legible  charad-er,  and  a 
prompt  fignification ,  not  to  underftand  GODS  choice  is  next  to  ftupi- 
dity  or  careleiTenefle.     Ariuf  was  known  to  be  a  Seditious,  HereticalJ,  jSL^ilal  mmt 
and  dilfembling  perfon,  and  his  entrails  defcended  on  the  earth,  when  caden»,ietburr.qi  pc- 
he  went  to  cover  his  feet  ■■,  k  was  very  fufpicious,  that  which  was  the  Sjli*da  commune 
punifhment  cf  thofe  (ins ,  which  were  the  worft  in  him  j  but  he  that  'pf!,a\^T*  ^"""^ 
lliall  conclude  ^/7«/ was  a  Heretick,  or  feditious  upon  no  other  ground,  v,iceribufcurvatu» 
but  becaufe  his  bowels  gufiied  out  5  begins  imprudently,  and  proceeds  q^iftVlT^''"*^'' 
uncharitably.     But  it  is  confiderable  that  Men  do  not  arife  to  great  crimes  ^VimaT/ftS'f'hSii 
on  the  fudden,  but  by   degrees  of  carelelfeneife   to  lefler  impieties,  vu:nu$,abore p»- 
and  then  to  clamorous  fins :  And  G  O  D  is  therefore  faid  to  punifh  great  i""dir^«n.S'°'*"^*' 
criffles  or  aftions  of  higheft  malignity,    becaufe   they  are  commonly  ^^^'"^''^'J^^j^^''''^'- 
produftions  from  the  fpirit  of  reprobation,  rhey  are  the  higheft  af-       ipud BaronXj; 
cents  and  fuppofe  a  body  of  finne?  and  therefore  although  the  judge- 
ment may  be  intended  to  punifli  all  our  fins,  yet  it  is  like  the  Syrian  army, 
it  kills  all  that  are  its  enemies,  but  it  hath  a  fpeciall  commiffion  to  figru: 
againft  none  but  the  King  of  Ifrael,  becaufe  his   death  would  be  the 
diflblution  of  the  body  j  and  if  G  O  D  humbles  a  Man  for  his  great 
finne ,  that  is ,  for  thofe  a<Ss  which  combine ,  and  confummate  all  the 
reft,  pofilbly  the  body  of  finne  may  feparate,  and  be  apt  to  be  fcattered  ani 
fubdued  by  fingle  ad:s  and  inftruments  of  mortification  j  and  therefore  it  is 
bucreafonablein  our  making  ufe  of  GODS  judgements  upon  others  to 
think  that  GOD  will  rather  ftrike  at  the  greateft  crimes  ',    not  onely 
becaufe  they  are  in  themfelves  of  greateft  malice  and  iniquity ,  but  be- 
caufe they  are  the  fumme  total  of  the  reft,   and  by  being  great  progrcfli- 
ons  intheftateof  finne,  fuppofe  all  the  reft  included',  and  we  by  propor- 
tioning and  obferving  the  judgement  to  the  higheft ,  acknowledge  the 
whole  body  of  finne  to  lye  under  the  curfe,  though  the  greateft  on- 
ly was  named ,  and  tailed  upon  with  the  voice  of  thunder.     And  yet 
becaufe  it  fometimes  happens  ,   that  upon  the  violence  of  a  great  and 
new  occafion  fome  perfons  leap  into  fucha  finne,  which  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  finners  ufes  to  be  the  etled:  of  an  habitual  and  growing  ftate,, 
then,  if  a  judgement  happens,  it  is  clearly  appropriate  to  that  one 
great  crime,  which  as  of  it  felf  it  is  equivalent  to  a  vitious  habit,  and 
interrupts  the  acceptation  of  all  its  former  contraries ,  fo  it  meets  with 
a  curfe  fuch  as  ufually  GOD  choofes  for  the  punifhment  of  a  whole 
body  and  ftate  of  finne.    However,  in  making  obfervation  upon  the  ex- 
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"    _        preResof  GODS  anger  we  mnfi  be  careful  that  we  reflei.^  not  with  any 

^_2__!__ birternelfe  or  fcorn  upon  rhe  perfon  of  our  calamircus  Brother,  leO:  we 

make  that  to  be  an  evil  to  him,vvhich  GOD  intends  for  his  bene  it,  if  the 
judgement  was  medicinal  •,  or  that  we  increafe  the  load  already  great  e- 
nough  to  (ink  him  beneath  his  grave,  if  the  judgement  was  intended  for  a 
final  abfcifTion. 
n  ^  4.  But  if  the  judgements  defcend  upon  our  felves  we  are  to  take  ano- 

thtr  courfe  ?  not  to  enquire  into  particulars  to  finde  out  the  propor- 
tions (for  that  can  oncly  be  a  de!)gne  to  parr  with  juft  fo  much  as  we 
muft  needs)  but  to  mend  all  that  isamilfe',  fcr  then  onely  we  can  be 
fecure  to  remove  th^  Acban -,  when  we  keep  nothing  widiin  us  or  about 
us^  that  njay  provoke  GOD  to  jealoufie  or  wratl^  And  that  is  the  proper 
produft  of  holy  fear,  which  GOD  intended  fnouldbethe  tuft  efieft  of  all 
his  judgements :  and  of  this  GOD  is  fo  careful,  and  yet  fo  kinde  and  provi- 
dent, that  fear  might  not  be  produc*d  alwayes  at  the  expcnce  of  a  great  M- 
fering,  that  GOD  hath  provided  for  us  certain  prologues  of  judgement,  and 
keeps  us  waking  with  alarms,that  fo  he  might  reconcile  his  mercies  with  our 
duties.  Of  this  nature  are  Epidem.ical  difeafes,  not  yet  arr"ved  at  us,  prodi- 
giaus  tempefts,  thunder  and  loud  noifes  from  Heaven,  and  he  that  will  not 
fear  when  GOD  fpeaks  fo  loud,  is  not  yet  made  foftv/ith  the  impreCes  and 
perpetual  droppings  of  P  eligion.  '  Venerable  Bede  reports  of  S.  Cbad^  that 
Hifi.  Gent.  An- '  if  a  great  guft  of  winde  fuddenly  arofe ,  he  prefently  made  feme  holy  eja- 
^/or./.3.c.i  8.    '  culation  to  beg  favour  of  GOD  for  all  mankinde ,  v/ho  might  pofiibly  be 
^  concerned  in  the  effe<^s  of  that  v/mde  •,.  but  if  a  ftorm  fucceeded ,  he  fell 
'  proftrate  to  the  earth,  and  grev/  as  violent  in  prayer ,  as  the  (tonn  was  ei- 
'  '.ther  at  land  or  fea.    But  if  GOD  added  thunder  and  lightning  he  went  to 
'  the  Church,  and  there  fpent  all  his  time  during  the  temipeft  in  reciting  te- 
'tanies,  Pfalms,  and  other  holy  prayers,  till  it  pleafed  GOD  toreftorehis 
'  favour,  and  to  feem  to  forget  his  anger.  And  the  good  Bifliop  added  this 
'reafon  ',  becaufe  thefe  are  the  e"Ktenf  ons  and  ftretchings  forth  of  GODS 
^  hand,  and  yet  he  did  not  firike  ,  but  he  that  trembles  not ,  when  he  fees 
'  GODS  arm  held  forth  to  ftrike  us,  underftands  neither  GODS  mercies  nor 
^  his  own  danger  ?  he  neither  knows  what  thcfe  Irorrors  were  which  the 
people  faw  from  mount  Sinai,  nor  what  the  glories  and  amazements  fliall 
be  at  the  great  day  of  judgement.  And  if  this  religious  Man  had  (een  tullus 
Hojiilius  the  Roman  King,  and  Anaflafms  a  Chriftian  Emperour,  but  a  re- 
puted Heretic  k ,  iiruck  dead  with  thunder- bolts,  and  their  own  houfes 
made  their  urnes  to  keep  th^eir  allies  in,  there  could  have  been  no  pofture 
humble  enough ,  no  prayers  devout  enough ,  no  place  holy  enough,  no- 
thing futticiently  expreffive  of  his  fear  5  and  his  humility,  and  his  ado- 
ration and  Religion   to  the  Almighty,  and  infinite  power  and  glori- 
ous mercy  of  GOD,  fending  out  his  emillaries  to  denounce  war  with  de- 
flgnes  of  peace.    A  great  Italian  General  feeing  the  fudden  death  of  ^Z- 
fojifiis  Duke  of  Ferrara,  kneePd  down  inftantly,  (iiying.  And  flyill  not  this 
fight  make  7m  religwus  ?  Three  and  twenty  thotifan4  fell  in  one  night  in 
the  Alfyrian  Campe,   who   were  all  flain  for  Fornication.    And  this 
fo  prodigious  a  judgement  was  recorded  in   Scripture  for  our  exam- 
ple and  afliightmcrtt,   that  wee  fhould   not  with  fuch  freedome  en- 
tertain  a  crime ,   which    deftroyed  fo  numerous  a  body  of  Men  in 
the  darknelTc  of  one  evening :  Fear ,  and  niodefty  5  and  univcrfall  re- 
formation, 
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ormation  arc  the  purpofcs  of  GODS  judgcniencs  upon  us,  or  in  our     p       ~      ' 

ncigliboiuhood.  JL_    -1 

5.  Concerning  judgenienrs  happening  to  a  nation  or  a  Church,  the  g^ 

coniuicration  is  particular,  hecauic  diere  are  fewer  capacities  of  making 
lins  to  become  nationall  then  perfonall,  and  thtrcfore  if  we  unceiftand, 
when  a  Tn  is  nationall  we  may  thj  rather   underfiand  the  meaning  cf 
GODS  hand,  when  he  fuikes  a  people.     I'cr  nationall  Hnnes  grew 
higher  and  higher  not  mecrly  according  to  the  degree  of  the  finne,  or 
the  intenfion  alone,  but  according  to  the  cxtenfon,  according  to  its  be- 
ing national!  fo  it  is  produdive  of  more  or  leHe  mifchicf  to  a  kingdom. 
Cuftomary  iniquities  amongO:  the  people  do  then  amount  to  the  account  T xcundz  cvlpx 
of  nationall  finnes,  when  they  are  of  fo  univenajl   pradife  as  to  take  i^^cuLf,miptia_s 
in  well  neer  every  particular  j    fuch  as  was  that  of   Sodome ,  not  to  J^^'n^i'm'"*?"'- 
leave  ten  righteous  in  all' the  Councrey,  and  fuch  were  the  tmnes   of  gj'jomo*^*'^"* 
the  old  world,  who  left  but  eight  perfons  to  efcape  the  angiy  baptifme  Lncfbntederi- 
of  the  tlood.  And  fuch  alfo  was  the  miUrmur  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  ^--^^  cladcs 
refufmg  to  march  up  to  Canaan  at  the  commandment  of  GOD,  they  all  jop-friarpopii- 
nmrnimcd  hut  Caleb  and  Jojhua'y  and  this  G  O  D  in  the  cafe  of  the  A-  ^-^W  s^flf's 
malekites  calls  t/;e/H//r//7/i^(?/  their  (ins ^  and  a  filli?ii  up  the  meafure  of  their        •  -s*  ^  • 
iniquities.   And   hither  alfo    I  reckon  the  dcfeftion  of  the  ten   tribes 
from   the  houfe    cf  Judah,  and    the  Sam.aritan  fchifme  *,  thefe  caufed 
the    totall  extirpation  of   the  ofibnding  people.     For  although    thefe 
fins  were  perfonall  and  private ,    yet  when  they  come  to  be  univerfall 
by  dirtuiion  and  diffemination,  and  the  good  people  remaining  among 
them,  are  but  like  drops  of  wine  in  a  tun  of  v/ater,  of  no  confideration 
with  GOD,    favc  onely  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  peifms  :    then, 
although  the  perfons  be  private:  yet  all  private  or  lingular  peribns  make  ^K.^^^4'^^^ 
the  nation.    But  ^this  hath   happened  but  feldomc  in  Chrifiianity :   I 
think  indeed  never,  eycept  in  the  cafe  of  mutinies  and  rebellion  againft 
their  lawfull  Prince ,  or  the  attefting  violence  done  in  unjuft  warres ', 
but  GOD  onely  knowes,  and  no  man  can  fay  that  any  fin  is  nationall  by 
dirtbfion,  and  therefore  in  this  cafe  we  cannot  make  any  certain  judgement, 
or  advantage  to  our  felves,  or  very  rarely,  by  obferving  the  changes  of 
providence  upon  a  people. 

But  the  next  above  this  in   order  to  the  procuring  popular  judge-  ^ 

nients  is  publike  impunities,  the  not  doing  juftice  upon  crimi nails  pub- 
likely  couiplained  of,  and  demanded,  efpecially  when  the  perfons  in- 
terefted  call  for  juftice  and  execution  cf  good  laws,  and  the  Princes  arm 
is  at  liberty  and  in  full  ftrength,  and  there  is  no  contrary  reafon  in  the 
particular  inftance  to  make  compenfation  to  the  pul^like  for  theomifiion, 
or  no  care  taken  to  fatisfie  the  particular.  Abiwelech  thought  he  had  reafon 
to  be  angry  with  Ifaachjov  Uy\v%Rehecc(ih  was  his  fifrer,for  one  of  the  people 
inighi  have  lyen  with  thy  nife\  and  xhou  jhoufdefl  hai>e  brought  evill 
upon  uf.  Meaning  that  the  nun  fhculd  have  efcaped  unpunillied  by 
reafon  of  the  miOake.  which  very  impunity  he  feared  might  be  ex- 
pounded to  be  a  countenance  and  encouragenient  to  the  fin.  But  this 
was  no  more  then  his  fear  •,  the  cafe  of  the  Benjamitcs  comes  home  to  this 
prefent  article',fcr  they  refufcd  ro  do  y  ft  ce  upon  the  men  that  had ravifhed 
and  killed  the  Levi tes concubine^,  'hcv  loix  twenty  five  thcnjfand  in  battel, 
their  cities  were  de-ftroyed,  and  uhe  wliole  tribe  a'lmoft  excinguifhed.  For 
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p«nifliing  p¥ibrike  aiid  great  a^scf  injuftice  is  called  in  Scriprure,f«mn^ <f- 
way  the  evil  from  the  land ,  becaufe  r.o  this  piirpofe  the  fword  is  put  into  the 
Princes  hand ,  and  he  bears  the  fa-Grd  in  vain ,  who  ceafcs  to  proreft  hii 
people  :  And  not  to  punilli  the  evil  is  a  voluntary  retention  of  it ,  unlefiea 
fpeciall  cafe  intervene,  in  which  the  Prince  thinks  it  convenient  to  give  i 
pdrticulai"  pardon,  provided  this  be  not  encourageaient  to  others  nor  with- 
out great  reafon ,  big  enough  to  make  compenfation  for  the  particular  oniif- 
iion,and  with  care  to  render  fonie  other  fatisfa<ftion  to  the  perfon  injured  :  m 
all  other  cafes  of  impunity  that  fin  becomes  nationall  by  forbearing,  which 
in  thea<fting  was  perfonall  7  and  it  is  certain  the  impunity  is  a  fpring  of  uni- 
verfall  evils,  it  is  no  thank  to  the  publike  if  the  beft  man  be  not  as  bad  as  th€ 
worft-. 

But  there  is  a  ftep  beyond  this  and  of  a  more  publike  concernment,  fuch 
zvc  the  laws  of  Omn^  when  a  nation  confentsto  ,  and  makes  ungodly  fta- 
tutes ",  when  mifchief  is  eftablijbed  as  a  law ,  then  the  nation  is  engaged 
tofoniepurpofe.  When  I  fee  the  people  defpife  their  Governours ,  fccrn 
and  rob  and  difedvantage  the  Minifters  of  religion,  make  rude  addrelfcs  to 
GOD,  to  his  Temple,  to  his  Sacraments,  I  look  upon  it  as  the  iniblencies  of 
an  untaught  people,  who  would  as  readily  do  the  contrary,  if  the  fear  of 
GOD  and  the  King  were  upon  them  by  good  examples,  and  precepts ,  and 
laws,and  fcvere  executions.  And  further  yer,  when  the  more  publike  and 
exemplarperfonsarewithoutfenfe  of  religion,  without  a  dread  of  Majeft}', 
without  reverence  to  the  Church ,  without  imprelTes  of  confcience  and  the 
tendernclfes  of  a  religious  fear  towards  GOD  j  as  the  perfons  are  greater  in 
•  eftimationof  Law,  and  in  their  influences  upon  the  people,  fo  the  fcorecf 
the  nation  advances,  and  there   is   more   to   be  paid  for  in  popular 
judgements.   But  when  iniquity  or  irreligion  is  made  a  fandion ,  and 
either  GOD  muft  be    difhonoured  or   the    Church  exauthorated ,  or 
her  rites  invaded  by  a  Law,  then  the  fortune  of  the  kingdom  is  at 
ftake.  No  fin  engages  a  nation  fo  much ,  or  is  fo  pubhke ,  fo  folcmn 
iniquity  as  is  a  wicked  law.  Therefore  it  concerns  Princes. and  ftates 
to  fecure  the  piety  and  innocency  of  their  laws  j  and  if  there  be  any 
evil  laws ,  which  upon  juft  grounds  may  be  thought  prod Licftive  of  GODS 
anger,  becaufe  a  publike  mifdemeanour  cannot  be  expiated,  but  by  a 
publike  aft  of  repentance,  or  a  publike  calamity,  the  laws  muft  ei- 
^rheir  have  their  edge  abated  by  a  defuetude ,  or  laid  aileep  by  a  non 
-execution,  ordifmembred  by  contrary  provifoes,  or  have  the  fting  drawn 
forth  by  intererpretation,  or  elfe  by  abrogation  be  quite  refcinded.  But 
thefe  are  nati'^nall  fins  within  it  felf,  or  within  its  own  body,  by  the  ad  of 
,the  body  (  I  mean  )  diffufive  or  reprefentative,  and  they  are  like  the  peiv 
fonall  fins  of  men  in  or  againft  their  own  bodies  in  the  matter  of  fobriety. 
There  are  others  ta  the  matter  of  juftice  as  the  nation  relates  to  other  peo- 
ple communicating  in  publike  entercourfe. 

For  as  the  entercourfe  between  man  and  man  in  the  anions  of  commuta- 
tive and  diftributive  juftice  are  the  proper  matter  of  vertues  and  vices 
perfonall,  fo  are  the  tranfaftions  between  nation  and  nation  againft  the 
publike  rules  of  juftice,  fins  nationall  direftly,  and  in  their  tirft  ori- 
ginal I  ,  and  anfwer  to  injuftice  between  man  and  man  *,  fuch  are 
commencing  warre  upon  unjuft  titles,  invafion  of  neighbours  territo- 
ries, confederacies  and  aids  upon  tyrannicall  intereft,  warres  againft 
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H-uc  religion  or  5overaignty ,  violation  of  the  Laws  of  nations,  which  rhey  pa^t  1 1 1, 
iiave  confented  to  as  the  publike  infirument  of  accord  and  negotiation, 
breach  of  publikc  faith,  defending  Pirates  and  the  like.  When  a  ptrb- 
like  judgement  comes  upon  a  nation  ,  thefe  things  are  to  be  thought 
upon,  that  we  may  not  think  our  felves  acquitted  by  crying  out  a- 
gainft  fwearing  and  drunkenneife  and  cheating  in  nianufadures ,  which 
unlelTe  they  be  of  univerfall  difiemination,  and  madenationall  by  dlfiu- 
fion,  are  paid  for  upon  a  perfonall  fcore ',  and  the  private  infelicities  of  our 
lives  will  cither  expiate  or  punifn  them  fcverely.  But  while  the  people 
mourns  for  thofe  fins ,  of  which  their  low  condition  is  capable,  fins  ihJtK. 
may  produce  a  popular  feaver ,  or  perhaps  the  plague ,  where  the  mi- 
fery  dwells  in  cottages,  and  the  Princes  often  have  indenmity  >  as  m 
was  in  the  cafe  of  David'-,  yet  we  rraynot  hope  to  appeafc  a  war ,  to  ma- 
fter  a  rebellioH,  to  cure  the  publike  diftemperatures  of  a  kingdom, 
which  threatens  not  the  people  onely ,  or  the:  governours  alfo ,  but  evcw 
the  government  it  fclf,  unleUe  the  fins  of  a  more  publike  capacity  be  cut  oft" 
by  publike  declarations ,  or  other  zds  of  nationall  juftice  and  religion. 
But  the  duty,  which  concerns  us  all  in  fuch  cafes,is  that  every  man  in  every  • 
capacity  fliould  enquire  into  himfelf ,  and  for  his  own  portion  of  the 
calamity  put  in  his  own  fynibolt  of  emendation,  for  his  particular,  and 
his  prayers  for  the  publike  intereft  j  in  which  it  is  not  fafc,that  any  pri- 
vate perfons  fiiould  defcend  to  particular  cenfures  of  the  crimes  of  Prin- 
ces and  ftates ,  no  not  towaids  GOD,  unlefle  the  matter  be  notorious 
and  paft  a  Quehion*,  but  it  isafufficient  alToilment  of  this  part  of  his  du- 
ty, ifwhenhehath  fet  his  own  houfe  in  order,  he  would  pray  with  in- 
delinire  fignifications  of  his  charity  and  care  of  the  publike?  that  GOD 
would  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  all  whom  it  concerns,  to  endeavour 
the  removall  of  the  fin  ,  that  hath  brought  the  exterminating  Angel 
upon  the  nation.  But  yet  there  are  fometimes  great  lines  drawn  by 
GOD  in  the  exprelfes  of  his  Anger  in  fome  judgewients  upon  a 
nation  ',  and  when  the  judgement  is  of  that  danger  as  to  invade 
the  very  conflitution  of  a  kingdom  ,  the  proportions  that  judge- 
ments many  times  keep  to  their  fins  intimate  that  there  is  fome 
nationall  fin,  in  which  either  by  diffufion,  or  reprefentation  ,  or  in 
the  dire<ft  matter  of  fins  as  falfe  oaths,  unjuft  wars  ,  wicked  confe- 
deracies or  ungodly  Laws  j  the  nation  in  the  publike  capacity  is  de- 
linquent. 

For  as  the  nation  hath  in  fins  a  capacity  diftin^  from  the  fins  of  ^^' 
all  the  people,  in  as  much  as  the  nation  is  united  in  one  head, 
guarded  by  a  diftinft  and  a  higher  Angel,  as  Perfia  by  Saint  Michael, 
tranfads  affaires  in  a  publike  right  ,  tranfmits  influence  to  all  par- 
ticulars from  a  common  fountain  ,  and  hath  enrercourfe  with  o- 
ther  colleftive  bodies,  who  alfo  diftinguifli  from  their  own  particu- 
lars :  fo  likewife  it  hath  punifhments  diftinft  fi:om  thofe  infelici- 
ties ,  which  vex  particulars ',  punifhments  proportionable  to  it  felf,  and 
to  its  own  fins  ',  fuch  as  are  change  of  governments  ,  cf  better  into 
worfe ,  of  Monarchy  into  Ariftocracy ,  and  fo  to  the  loweft  ebbe  of 
Democracy,  death  of  Princes  ,  infant  Kings,  forreigne  invafions,  ci^ 
vill  wars ,  a  difputable  title  to  the  Crown ,  making  a  nation  tributary 
conqueft  by  a  Forrcigncr,  and  which  is  worft  of  ail ,  removing  the  candle- 
flick 
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'  Part  llT     ^'^^  ^^^^  a  people  by  extiii<ftion  of  the  Church,  or  char,  which  is  neceifary 

J to  irsconfervacion,  the  feverall  orders  and  nilnifterics  of  religion?  and  the 

laft  hath  alfo  proper  Ims  of  its  own  analogy  ,  fiich  as  are  falfe  articles  in  the 
^  .  piibhke  confeiTions  of  a  Church,  fchifiiie  from  the  Cathoiike,  pubiike  fcan- 

re^q^'odgevis  ^^^^ '  a  general  I  vitioafneife  of  the  Clergy  ,  an  indirlerency  in  ^  religion, 
irperas.  '  without  warmth  and  holy  fires  of  zeal,  and  diligent  purfuance  of  all 

Einc  o.i;ne  prin-  its  juft  and  holy  intereds  *,  now  in  thefe  aid  all  parallel  cafes ,  when  GOD 
cipi»m,hucrcRr  J3y  punifhments  hath  probably  marked  and  dillinguifhed  the  crime,  ic 
Dh  millca  nez-  Concerns ,  piiblike  perfons  to  be  the  more  forward  and  importunate  in  con- 
leiitiiiedetuMc  f'deration ofpublike  irregularities :  and  for  the  private  alfo  not  to  negle<ft 
Hcfpena?  mala  their  own  particulars*,for  by  that  means  although  not  certainly,yet  probably 
luchiotce.  rhey  may  fecure  themfelves  from  falling  in  the  publike  calaniity.  It  is  noc 

HorJ.^.9cl.6.  infallibly  fure  that  holy  perfons  fliall  not  be  fmitten  by  the  deftroying  An- 
gel *,  for  GOD  in  fuch  deaths  hath  many  ends  of  mercy,  and  fome  of  provi- 
dence to  ferve  '■>  but  fuch  private  and  perfonall  emendations  and  devotions 
are  the  greateft  fecurities  of  the  men  againft  the  judgement ,  or  the  evill 
of  it ,  preferving  them  in  this  life,  or  wafting  them  over  to  a  better.  Thus 
ftiany  of  the  LORDS  champions  did  fall  in  battle,  and  the  armies  of  the 
Benjamites  did  twice  prevail  upon  the  juOer  people  of  all  Ifrael  ;  and 
the  Greek  Empire  hath  declined  and  ilirunk  under  the  fortune  and  power 
.  of  the  Ottoman  family  •,  and  the  Holy- land,  which  was  twice  pof^elled  by 
Chriftian  \  rinces  is  now  in  the  dominion  of  unchrif^ened  Sarracens,  and 
in  the  produdion  of  thefe  alterations  many  a  gallant  and  pious  per- 
fon  fullered  the  evils  of  war ,  and  the  change  of  an  untimely  death. 
J  2^  But  the  way  for  the  whole  nation  to  proceed  in  cafes  of  Epidemicall  di- 

feafes,  wars,  great  judgements,  and  popular  calamities  is  to  do  in  the  pub- 
like propcrcion  the  fame,  that  every  man  is  to  do  for  his  private  '-,  by  pub- 
like ad"s  of  jurtice,repcntance,faftings,pious  laws,and  execution  of  juft  and 
religious edids,making  peace.qaitciiig  of  unjuft  inrerefls  decl^jring  publikely 
againft  a  crime,  protefting  in  behalf  of  the  contrary  vertueor  religion", 
and  to  this  alfo  every  man,  as  he  is  a  member  of  the  body  politick  muft  coo- 
perate ,  that  by  a  repentance  in  diftufion,  help  may  con  e  afwell  as  by  a  (in 
of  univerfalldillemination  the  plague  was  haftened  and  invited  the  rarher. 
But  in  thefe  cafes  all  the  work  of  difcerning  and  pronouncing  concerning 
thecaufeof  the  judgement,  as  it  mufi:  be  without  afperity,  and  onely  for 
defignes  of  correi^ion  and  emendation,  fo  it  muft  be  done  by  Kings  and 
Prophets,and  theafinlancecf  ether  publike  perfons,  to  whom  the  pub- 
like is  committed.  J^fnah  caft  lot?  upon  Achan ,  and  difcovered  the  pub- 
like trouble  in  a  private  inAance-,  and  of  old,the  Prophets  had  itinconmiif- 
fion  to  reprove  the  popular  iniquity  of  nations,  and  the  confederate  Ims  of 
kingdoms :  and  in  this,  Chrif^ianity  altered  nothing  :  and  when  this  is  done 
modeftly,  prudently,  humbly ,  and  penitently  ,  oftentimes  the  tables  turn 
immediately,  but  alwaies  in  due  time  ",  and  a  great  alteration  in  a  kingdom 
becomes  the  greateft  blefiing  in  the  world  and  faftens  the  Church,  or  the 
crown  or  die  publike  peace  in  bands  of  great  continuance  and  fecurity  > 
and  it  may  be,  the  ne"Kt  age  fhall  feel  the  benefits  of  our  fulterance  and 
repentance  ",  and  therefore  as  we  muft  endeavour  to  fecure  it  *,  fo  we  muft 
not  be  too  decretory  in  the  cafe  of  others  or  difconfolate  or  diffident  in 
our  own,  when  it  may  fo  happen,  that  all  fucceeding  generations  ftiall 
fee,  that  God  pardoned  us,  and  loved  us  even  when  he  fjiiote  us. 

PRAYER. 
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The  Prayer. 


OEternall  and powerfn'l  GOD  then  juft  and  righteous  Go-uermur  of 
the  world ,  who  calleft  all  orders  of  wen  by  precepts ,  promifes  and 
threatmugs ,  by  mercies  and  by  judgamnts ,  teach  us  to  admire  and  adore  a' I 
the  wifdome ,  the  effe^ls  and  infinite  varieties  of  thy  providence ,  and  vuke 
us  to  difpnfe  cur  [elves  fo  by  obedience  y  by  repentance  y  by  all  the  manners 
ef  holy  living ,  that  we  may  never  provoke  lUe  to  ]ealoufie^  much  lelfe  to 
wrath  and  indignation  agairift  us.  Keep  farre  from  us  the  [word  of  the 
deflroying  Angela  and  let  us  never  perijh  in  the  puhlik^  expre^es  of  thy 
wrath ,  in  difeafes  Lpidemicall  ?  with  the  furies  of  warre ,  with  calami- 
ti^us ,  fuddiin ,  and  horrid  accidents ,  with  unufuall  difeafes ,  unlejfe  that  cur 
fo  ftrange  fall  be  more  for  thy  glory  and  our  eternall  benefit  ,  and  then  thy 
will  be  done  %  We  beg  thy  grace  that  we  may  cheerfully  conforme  to  thy  holy 
will  and  pie  ^i^re.  LORD  open  our  under  (landings ,  that  we  may  l^nowthe 
meaning  of  thy  voice  ,  and  the  fignification  of  thy  language ,  when  thou  [peak: 
eft  from  heaven  in  fignes  and  judgements ;  and  let  a  holy  fear  fo  [of  en  our 
fpnits^  and  an  intenfe  love  fo  infame  and  [anBifie  our  defires^  that  we  may 
apprehend  every  inti7nation  of  thy  plcafure  at  its  firft  and  remoteft  and  moft  ob- 
fcure  reprefeniment ,  that  fo  we  may  with  repentance  go  out  to  meet  thee^ 
and  prevent  the  expreffes  of  thine  anger.  Let  thy  reftraining  grace  and  theob- 
fervation  of  the  ijfues  of  thy  ]uftice  fo  allay  our  [pirits ,  that  we  be  not  [e- 
vere  and  forward  in  condemimg  others ,  nor  backwards  in  pajjing  [cntence 
upon  cur  [elves  ,  make  us  to  obey  thy  voice  defcribed  in  holy  Scripture,  to 
trernble  at  thy  viice  exprefed  in  wonders ,  and  great  efe^s  of  providence,  to 
condemn  none  but  our  f elves ,  nor  to  enter  into  the  recejfes  of  thy  fanlhary^and 
fearch  the  forbidden  records  cf  predeftination  ,  but  that  we  may  read  our  duty 
in  the  pages  of  revelation,  not  in  the  labels  of  accidentall  efe^s ,  that  thy 
judgements  may  confirm  thy  word,  and  thy  word  teach  us  our  duty,  and  we 
by  [uch  excellent  inflruwents  may  enter  in  and  grow  up  in  the  wayes  of  godlineffe 
through  Jefus  chrifl  ottr  Lord,  Amen. 


Part   III. 


Difcourfe 


Sea.    15. 

Of  the  accidents  happening  from  the  Death 

0f  Lazarus  untill  the  death  and  huriall 

of  JESUS. 

T;  Ji'i^iL'^ilj^B^Hil    JESUS  was  in  Galilee,    Meflengers  came  to 

him  from  Martha^  and  her  fifter  Mary^  that  he  would 
haften  into  Judsea  to  Bethany  to  releive  the  ficknefle  and 
imminent  dangers  of  their  brother  Lazarus.  But  he 
deferred  his  going,  till  Lazarus  was  dead  j  purpoflng  to 
give  a  great  probation  of  his  Divinity,  power,  and  nnf- 
(lon  Ly  a  glorious  miracle ,  and  to  give  GOD  glory, 
and  to  receive  reflexions  of  the  glory  upon  himfelf.  For  after  he  had  ftayed 
two  dayes,  he  called  his  difciples  to  go  with  him  into  Juda'a,  telling  them, 
that  I.d:^dr«j  was  dead,  but  he  v/ould  raife  him  out  of  thatfleepof  death*, 
but  by  that  time  JESUS  was  arrived  at  Bethany  he  found  that  Lazi- 
rus  had  been  dead  four  dayes,  and  now  neer  to  putrefad^ion.  But  when 
Martha  2.ndMary  met  him,  weeping  their  pious  tcares  for  their  dead  Bro- 
ther ,  JESUS  fufiered  the  pafTions  of  piety  and  humanity,  and  wept, 
diflilling  that  pretious  liquour  into  the  grave  of  LciTjirus^  watering  the 
dead  plant,  that  it  might  fpring  into  a  new  life,  and  raife  his  head  above 
the  ground. 
2,  When  JESUS  had  by  his  words  of  comfort  and  inftitution  ftrength- 

ened  the  faith  of  the  two  mourning  Sifters,  and  commanded  the  iiowt 
so  be  removed  from  the  grave,  he  made  an  addrefle  of  adoration  and 
Eucharift  to  his  Father,  confefling  his  perpctuall  propentity  to  hear  him, 
and  then  cr^'ed  out,  Lazarus  come  forth.  And  he  that  was  dead  came  forth 
from  his  bed  of  darknel!e  with  his  night  clothes  on  him ,  whom  when  the 
Apoftles  had  unloofed  at  the  command  of  J  E  S  U  S,  he  went  to  Bethany  : 
and  many  that  were  prefent  beleeved  on  him  j  but  others  wondring  and 
malicious  went  and  told  the  Pharifces  the  ftory  of  the  miracle,  who  upon 
that  advife  called  their  great  Councell,  whofe  great  and  folemn  cognifance 
was  of  the  greater  caufes  of  Prophets,  of  Kings,  and  of  the  holy  Law. 
At  this  great  alfembly  it  was,  that  Caiphas  the  high  prieft  prophefyed,  that 
it  was  expedient  one  fhould  die  for  the  people,  and  thence  they  deter- 
mined the  death  of  J  E  S  U  S.  But  he  knowing  they  had  palfed  a 
decretory  fentence  againft  him  retired  to  the  cityEphraim  in  the  tribe 
•f  Judah  neer  the  defert,  where  he  ftayed  a  few  dayes,  till  the  approxima- 
njon  of  the  feaft  of  Eafter. 

Againft: 
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Againft  which  feaft  when  jESUS  with  his  Bifciplcs  was g®i«ng  to  ]crufa-  "^Trrt^l  1 L 

Icni,hc  told  thcni  the  event  of  the  journy  would  bt,rhat  the  Jews  fhould  de* 

ijvcr  him  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  fliould  fcoiirgc  hini,and  nicck  him.,  and  ^, 

crucify  him,and  the  third  day  he  would  rife  again.  After  which  difcourfe  the 
Mother  oiZebedees  children  begd  of  Jtfus  for  her  two  fons,that  one  of  them 
might  fit  at  bis  right  hand^the  ether  at  the  left  in  his  kj^gdoviVcT  no  difrourfes  of 
his  paffion,or  intimations  of  the  myfterioufnes  of  his  kingdom  could  yet  put 
them  into  riglic  underftandings  of  their  condition.  But  J  ESUS,whore  heart 
and  thoughts  were  full  of  fanfy  and  apprehenfions  of  the  neighbour  paffion, 
gave  them  anfwer  in  proportion  to  his  prefent  concepcions-^and  their  future 
condition.  For  if  they  dcfired  the  honours  of  his  kingdom,fuch  as  they  were, 
they  fhould  have  thcni,unles  themfelvs  did  decline  themjThey  fhould  drinks 
efhis  cHpy  and  dip  in  his  lavatory,  and  be  wajhed  with  hii  baptifm,  and  fit  in 
his  kjnidom,]f  the  heavenly  Father  had  prepared  it  for  them  •,  but  the  dona- 
tion of  that  immediately  was  an  ilTueof  Divine  eledion  and  predcftina- 
tion,  and  was  onely  competent  to  them,  who  by  holy  living  and  pati- 
ent fuffaing  put  themfelvcs  into  a  difpofition  of  becoming  vefiels  of 
ele(Sion. 

But  as  jESUS  in  this  journey  came  neer  to  Jericho,  he  cures  a  blind  man, 
who  fate  begging  by  the  way  fide*,  and  efpying  Zacheu!  the  chief  of  the  ^* 

publicans  upon  a  tree  (  that  he  being  low  of  ftature  might  upon  that  ad- 
yantagc  of  ftation  fee  ]ESUS  pafllng  by  )  he  invited  himfelf  to  his  houfe, 
who  received  him  with  gladncffe,  and  repentance  of  his  crimei",  purging  his 
confcience,  and  filling  his  heart  and  houfe  with  joy  and  fandity  ,  for  imme- 
diately upon  the  arrivall  of  the  Mafter  at  his  houfe  he  oflcred  reftitution  to 
all  perfons,  whom  he  had  injured,  and  fatisfaftion,  and  half  of  his  remanent 
cliate  he  gave  to  the  poor,  and  fo  gave  the  faireft  entertainment  to  jESUS, 
who  brought  along  with  himfalvation  to  his  houfe.  There  it  was  that  he 
fpake  the  parable  of  the  King,  who  concredited  divers  talents  to  his  fer- 
vants,  and  having  at  his  return  exaded  an  account,  rewarded  them  who 
had  improved  their  bank,  and  been  faithful  in  their  truft  with  rewards  pro- 
portionable to  their  capacity  and  improvement  j  but  the  negligent  fervanr, 
who  had  not  meliorated  his  f\ock,was  punifhed  with  ablegation  and  con- 
finement to  outer  darknefle.  And  from  hence  fprang  up  that  dogmaticall, 
propofition,  which  is  rayfterious  and  determined  in  Chriftianity  :  to  him 
that  hathjhallbegiven^  and  from  him  that  hath  not  fl)all  be  taken  arvay^  even, 
what  he  hath  y  After  this  going  forth  of  Jericho  he  cured  two  blinde  meH 
upon  the  way. 

Six  dayes  before  Eaf^er,  jESUS  came  to  Bethany,  where  he  was  feafted 
hy  Martha  znd  Mary,  and  accompanied  by  Lax,arus,  who  fate  at  the  table  5» 

with  JESUS.  But  Mary  brought  a  pound  of  Nard  Pif\ick,andas  formerly  file 
had  done,again  anoints  the  feet  of  jESUS,and  fills  the  houfe  with  the  odour, 
till  GOD  himfetf  fmelt  thence  a  favour  of  a  fweet  fmcUing  facriiice.  But 
Judas  Jfcariot,  the  Thief,  and  the  Traytor  repined  at  the  vanity  of  the 
expence  (as  he  pretended)  becaufe  it  might  have  been  fold  for  gco  pence, 
and  have  been  given  to  the  poor.  Bur  jESUS  in  his  reply  taught  us,  that 
theie  is  an  opportunity  for  2<^ir.ns  of  reJigion  as  well  as  of  charity.  Mary  did 
this  againft  the  burial  of  J  E  S  U  S,  and  her  religion  was  accepted  by  him, 
to  whofe  honours,  the  holoc^uft  or  love,  and  the  oblations  of  alms-deeds 
are  m  their  piopef  feafons  dire<^  adiomof  worfliip  and  duty.  But  at  this 

meeting 


78^         Setfl.i^  HISTORY  OF  THE  ACCIDENTS  FROM  THE  DEATH 

Part  nir       "veering  there  came  many  ]ewes  to-fee  L<z^dr«/,who  wasraifed  from  death, 

. L«  as  well  as  to  fee  j  ESU  S  :  and  bc'caufe  by  occafion  of  his  refurre^ion 

many  of  them  believed  on  J  E  S  U  S,  therefore  the  Phaiifees  deliberated 
.  .  about  putting  him  to  death.  But  GOD  in  his  glorious  providence  was 

i^pipfjan.contr.  pieafed  to  preferve  him  as  a  trumpet  of  his  jjlories,  and  a  reftimony  of  the 

^a«zc/7.  „,j^^^j^  ^^.^^^^  y^^j.^  ^fj.^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  -J  ^3^ j.^ 

The  next  day  being  the  tift  day  before  the  palfeover,  jESUS  came 

to  the  foot  of  the  mount  of  olives  and  fenthis'Difciples  to  Bethphagea 

village  in  the  neighbouihood,  coiimianding  them  to  unioofe  analTeand 

a  colt,  and  bring  them  to  him  ,  and  to  tell  the  owners  it  was  done  for  the 

Malkrsufe;  and  they  did  fo,  andwhen  they  brought  the  alfeto  jESUS, 

^'x^-KivAfiliy  he  rides  on  him  to  Jerufalem,  and  the  people  having  notice  of  hisapproch 

ty  g-t^dms'^Loivii  took  branches  of  Palm  trees,  ^  and  went  out  to  meet  him,  ftrewing  bran- 

yKhKlwTmdar-  ches  and  garments  in  the  way,  crying  out,  Hofmna  to  the  fin  of  David : 

vocat  palmiTH.  Which  was  a  form  of  exclamation  ufed  to  the  honour  of  GOD,  and  in 

ratnos.  Olymf.  great  folemnities  ?  and  b  fignifies,  [  Adoration  to  the  Son  of  David  by 

Altifjimaruvir-  the  rite  of  carrying  branches  *,  ]  which  when  they  ufed  in  proceflion  abouc 

tutum^  etcoro-  thciraltars,  they  ufed  to  pray,  LORD  faveus^  LORD  pro(per  us^  which 

narum  prem    hath  occafioned  the  reddicion  of  Hofchiannah  to  be  aniongft  fome,  that 

fuavem.  prayer,  which  they  repeated  at  the  carrying  of  the  Holchianuah,as  ifitfelf 

b  Drujius  de     did  fignifie  [  LORD  fave  us,  J  But  this  honour  was  fo  great  and  unufuall  to 

vo<:ib.  Hebr,N.  be  done  even  to  Kings,  that  the  Pharifees  knowing  this  to  be  an  appropri- 

t.  c.  1 9.  ate  manner  of  addrefie  to  G  O  D  faid  oire  to  another  by  way  of  wonder, 

Canin.  de  kcis  hear  ye  what  thefemenfay  ?  For  they  were  troubled  to  hear  the  people  re- 

N.  T,  vere  him  as  a  G  O  D. 

7.  When  JESUS  from  the  mount  ofolives  beheldjerufalem  he  wept  over  it, 

and  foretold  great  fadnefies  and  infelicities  futurcly  contingent  to  it,  which 
not  oncly  happened  in  the  fequele  of  the  ftory,  according  to  the  main 
iflues  and  fignificationsof  this  Prophefy,  but  even  to  minutes  and  circum- 
ftances  it  was  verified.  For  in  the  mount  ofolives  where  jESUS  fhed  tears 
over  perifhing  jerufaleni,  the  Romans  lirft  pitched  their  tents,  when  they 
J^ofeph  de  bello  ^^me  to  its  final!  overthrow.  From  thence  defcending  to  the  city  he  went 
Jud.  L  6.  c.  2.  ^"^0  ^^^  temple,  and  ft  ill  the  acclamations  followed  him  till  the  Pharifees 
'    '  *    *  were  ready  to  biuft  with  the  noifes  abroad,and  the  tumults  of  envy  and fcorn 
within,  and  byohferving  that  all  their  endeavours  to  fupprede  his  glories 
were  but  like  clapping  their  hands  to  veil  the  fun,  and  that  in  defpight  of  all 
their  ftratagems  the  whole  nation  was  becom.e  Difciple  to  the  glorious 
Nazarene.    And  there  he  cured  certain  perfons ,  that  were  biinde  and 
lame. 
f .  But  whilcft:  he  d^oad  at  JeruHilem,  certain  Greeks,  who  came  to  the  feaft 

toworfhip,  made  their  addrelfe  to  Vhilip^  that  they  might  be  brought  to 
JESUS.  P/ji/ip  tels  ^/2c/re«^,  and  they  both  tell  JESUS  j  who  having  ad- 
mitted them,  difcourfed  many  things  concerning  his  pafFion,  and  then 
prayed  a  petition,  which  is  the  end  of  his  own  fufferings,  and  cf  all  hu- 
mane actions,  and  the  purpofc  of  the  whole  creation ',  Father  glorify  thy 
Na?f7e.  To  which  he  was  anfwered  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  I  have  both  glo- 
rifiedit,  and  will  glorify  it  agvn  ',  but  this,  nor  the  whole  feries  of  miracles, 
that  he  did,  the  mercies,  the  cures,  the  divine  difcourfes  could  gain  the 
faith  of  all  the  Jewes,  who  were  determined  by  their  humane intereft*, 
for  many  of  the  rulers  who  believed  on  him  durft  ix>c  confefle  him,  becaufc 

they 
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they  loved  the  praife  cf  men  more  then  the  praife  cf  GOD.   Then  jESUS    p^^j.  j  j  j^ 

'  again  t:xhorted  all  men  to  beleeve  on  him,  that  fo  they  might  in  tliefanic _. L 

*a<h:  beleeve  on  GOD,thatthey  might  approach  unto  the  light  and  not  abide 
'in  djrknefie,  that  they-might  obey  the  consmandments  of  the  Father,  whofe 
'  cxpreife  charge  it  was,  that  ]ESU5  fliould  preach  this  Gofpel ,  and  that 
'  they  might  not  be  judged  at  the  laft  day  by  the  word,  which  they  have  re- 

*  )e<^edi  which  word  to  all  its  obfen'crs  is  ever  lading  life.  After  which  Ser- 
mon retiring  to  Bethany  he  abode  there  all  night- 

On  the  morrow  returning  to  Jerufalem,  on  the  way  being  hungry  he  paf-  9. 

fed  by  a  ligtree,  where  eypecting  fruit  he  found  none,  and  curfed  thelig- 
tree,  which  by  the  next  day  was  dried  up  and  withered.  Vpon  occafion  of 
which  preternaturall  event,  jESUS  difcourfed  of  the  power  cf  faith  and  its 
power  to  produce  miracles ;  but  upon  this  occafion  others,  the  Difciples  of 
JESUS  in  after  ages  have  pleafed  themfelves  wiih  phanfies  and  imperfeft 
defcants,  that  curfed  this  tree  in  miftery  and  fecret  intendment,  it  having 
been  the  tree,  in  the  eating  whofe  fruit  Adatn  prevaricating  the  Divine  law 
made  an  inlet  to  (in,  which  brought  in  death,  and  the  fadnelfes  cf  jESUS 
paffion.  But  jESUS  having  entred  the  city  came  into  the  temple  and 
preached  the  Gofpell,  and  the  chief  Priefts  and  fcribesqueftioned  his  com-  Ifidor.adTheo* 
mifl'ion,  and  by  what  authority  he  didthofe  things  j  but  JESIIS  promifing  potttp,  /.i.e]>.5'i 
to  anfwerthem,  if  they  would  declare  their  opinions  concerning  Johns 
baptifme,  which  they  duift  not  for  fear  of  difplealmg  the  people  or 
throwinjdurt  in  their  own  faces,  was  acquitted  of  his  obligation  by  their 
declining  the  propofition. 

But  there  he  reproved  the  Pharifees  a  nd  rulers  by  the  Parable  of  two  fons;  |  q^ 

'  the  tirft  whereof  faid  to  his  Father,  he  would  not  obey,  but  repented  and 
'  did  his  command,  the  fecond  gave  good  words  but  did  nothing :  meaning, 
'  that  perfons  cf  the  greateft  improjbability  were  more  heartily  converted 
'  then  they,whofe  outfide  feemed  to  have  appropiated  religion  to  the  labels 

*  of  their  frontlets.  He  added  a  parable  of  the  vineyard  let  out  to  husband- 
'  men,  who  killed  the  lervants  fent  to  demand  the  fruits,  and  at  laft,  the  fon 
'  himfelf,  that  they  might  invade  the  inheritance  j  but  made  a  fad  commi- 
'  nation  to  all  fuch,who  fhould  either  ftumble  at  this  ftone,  or  on  whom 
'  this  ftone  fhould  fall. '  After  which,  and  fome  other  reprehenfions ,  which 
he  fo  vailed  in  parable  that  it  might  not  be  expounded  to  be  calumny  or 
declamation,  although  fuch  fharp  fermons  had  been  fpoken  in  the  peoples 
hearing,  but  yet  fo  tranfparently,  that  themfelves  might  fee  their  own  ini- 
quity in  thofe  modeft  and  juft  reprefentments,  the  Pharifees  would  fain  have 
feized  him,butthey  durftnot  for  the  people,  but  refolued  if  they  can,  to 
eutanglehim  inhistalk*,  and  therefore  fend  out  fpies  who  fhould  pretend 
fanftity  and  veneration  of  his  perfon,who  with  a  goodly  infinua^ing  preface, 
that  ]ESUS  regarded  no  mans  perfon ,  but  fpake  the  word  of  GOD  with 
much  fimplicity  and  juftice,  defired  to  know,  if  it  were  lawful!  to  pay  tri- 
bute to  Cefar  or  not.**  A  Quef\ion,which  was  of  great  difpute,becaufe  of  the 
numerous  fed:  cf  the  Galileans,  who  denied  it ,  and  of  the  afte<^lons  of  the 
people,  who  loved  their  money  ,  and  their  liberty,  and  the  priviledges  of 
their  nation  -,  and  now  in  all  probability  he  fhall  fall  under  the 
difpleafure  of  the  people  or  of  Ceftr.  But  J  E  S  U  S  called  to  fee 
a  peny,  and  finding  it  to  be  fnperfcribed  with  Cefars  image  j  with  in- 
comparable wifdom  he  brake  their  fnare ,  and  eftablifhcd  an  Evange- 

licall 
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Part   I  Fl       **^^^^  propofition  for  ever,  faying,  Give  to  Cefnr  the  things^  that  are  Cefxrs^  and 

. L.  ^0  ^OV  the  things^  that  are  GODS. 

I  J.  Having  fo  excellently  and  fo  much  to  their  wonder  anfwered  the  Pha- 

rifees,  thefadduces  bring  their  great  ob;e<9^ion  to"  him  againft  therefur- 
rciftion,  by  putting  cafe  of  a  woman  married  to  feven  hulbands,  and  whofe 
wife  fhould  fhe  be  intherefuiTec^ion  ?  thinking  that  to  bean  impoffible 
ftate,  which  engages  upon  fi-ich  feeming  incongruities  ,  that  a  wo- 
man fliould  at  once  be  wife  to  feven  men.  But  jESUS  frft  anfwer- 
ed their  objedion,  telling  them,  that  in  the refurredion  all  thofe re- 
lations, whofe  foundation  is  in  the  imperfeftions  and  pafTions  of  flefli  and 
blood ,  and  duties  here  below ,  fhall  ceafe  in  that  ftate ,  which  is  fo  fpiri- 
tuall ,  that  it  is  like  to  the  condition  of  Angels,  amongft  whom  there  is  no 
difference  of  fex,  no  cognations ,  no  genealogies,  or  derivation  from 
one  another  j  and  then  by  a  new  argument  proves  the  rerurre<ftion ,  by 
one  of  GODS  appellatives ,  who  did  then  delight  to  be  called,  the  GOD 
9 f  Abraham  Ifaack.  and  Jacob  :  for  fince  that  G  0  D  is  not  the  G  0  D  of  the 
dead^  but  of  the  living^  unto  him  even  thefe  men  are  alive  '■,  and  if  fo, 
then  either  they  now  exercife  ad's  of  life,  and  therefore  fhall  berefto- 
red  to  their  bodies,  that  their  ad^ions  may  be  compleat,and  they  not  remain 
in  a  ftate  of  imperfed^ion  to  all  eternity  j  or  if  they  be  alive  and  yetceafc 
from  operation,  they  fliall  be  much  rather  raifed  up  to  a  condition  which 
fball  aftuate  and  make  perfe(ft  their  prefent  capacities  and  difpofitions, 
leaft  a  power  and  inclination  fhould  for  ever  be  in  the  root,  and  never  rife 
up  to  fruit  or  herbage  j  and  fo  be  an  eternall  vanity,  like  an  old  bud  or  an 
eternal!  childe. 
^2.  After  tliss,  the  Pharifees  being  well  pleafed,  not  that  jESUS  fpakc  ^o 

excellently,  but  that  the  Pharifees  were  confuted,  came  to  him,  askings 
which  was  the  great  commandment,  and  fome  other  things,  more  out  of 
curiofity  then  pious  defires  of  fatisfaftion.  Butatlaft,]ESUSwas  pleafed 
toafk  them  concerning CHRIST,T!?/jo/e /«n  he  wast  They  anfwered,  the 
fon  of  David  ^  but  he  replying,  how  then  doth  David  call  him  Lord  ^  the 
LORD  faid  unto  my  LO  RD-,  fit  thou  on  my  right  hand ^  (fy'c  They 
had  nothing  to  anfwcr  ;  but  JESUS  then  gave  his  Difciples  caution 
againft  the  pride ,  the  hypocrifie  >  and  the  oppreflion  of  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees,  commended  the  poor  widdows  oblation  of  her  two 
mites  into  the  treafury,  it  being  a  great  love  in  a  little  print  ,  for 
it  vcas all  her  living.  All  this  was  fpoken  in  the  temple,  the  goodly 
ftones  of  which  when  the  Apoftles  beheld  with  wonder ,  they  being 
white  and  firm,  twenty  cubits  length  ,  twelve  in  breadth,  eight  in 
lib.  i^.Antiq.  depth  as  Jfephus  reports  ,  jESUS  prophefes  the  deftrudion  of  the 
«j).i4.  place :  concerning  which  prediction,  when  the  Apoftles  being  with  him  ^ 

the  mount  of  olives  aftced  him  privately  ,  concerning  the  time,  and  the 
'  fignesof  fo  fad  event,  he  difcourfed  largely  of  his  coming  to  judgement 

*  againft  that  city  ,  and  interweaved  predi<^ions  of  the  univerfall  judge- 
'ment  of  all  the  world',  of  which  this  though  very  fad  was  but  a  fmall 
'  adumbration  •,  adding  precepts  of  watchfullneffe ,  and  ftanding  in  pre- 
*paration  with  hearts  filled  with  grace  ,   our    lamps   alwaies  fhining, 

*  that  when  the  Bridegroom  fhall  come  we  may  be  ready  to  enter  in, 

*  whkh  was  intended  in  the  parable  of  the  fire  wife  virgins :  and  coiKluded 
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his  Sermon  with  a  narrative  of  his  pafllon,  foretelling  that  within  two  dayes    p^^  HI. 
he  lliould  be  crucified. 


]  ESUS  defcended  from  the  mount ,  and  came  to  Bethany,  and  turning  j  5. 

into  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  leper ,  Mary  Magdalen  having  been  repro- 
ved by  Judas  for  fpending  oinrment  upon  ]ESUS  feet,  it  being  fo  unac- 
cuftomed  and  large  a  profufion,  thought  now  to  (peaklier  love  once  more, 
and  trouble  no  body ,  and  therefore  flie  poured  ointment  on  his  fa- 
cred  head,  believing  chat  being  a  pompoufnefle  of  a  more  accuftomed 
feftivity  would  be  indulged  to  the  exprefHons  of  her  aftciftion ',  but  now 
all  the  Difciples  murmured,  wondering  at  the  prodigioufneffe  of  the  wo- 
mans  religion,  great  enough  to  confume  a  province  in  the  overflowings  of 
her  thankfullnclle  and  duty.  But  ] ESUS  now  alfo  entertained  the  Cnccrity 
of  her  miraculous  love,  adding  this  Prophefie,  that  where  the  Gofpd 
fliould  be  preached,  there'  alfo  a  record  of  this  aft  fhould  be  kept ,  as 
a  perpetuall  monument  of  her  piety,  and  an  atteftation  of  his  divinity, 
who  could  foretell  future  contingencies  5  Chriftianity  receiving  the  great- 
eft  argument  from  that,  which  Saint  Peter  calls,  the  furer  word  of  Prophecy^ 
meaning  it  to  be  greater  then  the  teftimonyof  miracles,  not  eafie  to  he 
difl'cmbled  by  impure fpirits,and  whofc  efficacy  fliould defc-end  to  all  ages  •, 
for  this  prophelic  fliall  for  ever  be  fulfilling,  and  being  every  day  verified 
does  every  day  preach  the  Divinity  of  Chrifts  perfon  and  of  his  inftitution. 

Two  dayes  before  the  PalTeover  the  fcribes  and  Pharifees  called  a  coun-  j^^ 

cell  to  contrive  crafty  wayes  of  deftroying  ]eSUS,  they  not  daring  to  do 
it  by  open  violence  ?  Of  which  meeting  when  Judas  Ifcariot  had  notice 
(for  thofe  aflcmblies  were  publike  and  notorious)  he  ran  from  Bethany  and 
oftcred  himfelf  to  betray  his  Mafter  to  them,  if  they  would  give  him  a  c(&n- 
ffderable  reward.  They  agreed  for  thirty  pieces  of  filverjof  what  value  each 
piece  was,  is  uncertain,  but  their  own  nation  hath  given  anile,  that  when  a 
piece  of  filver  is  named  in  the  Pentateuch,  it  fignifiesd  fide'-,  if  it  be  na- 
med in  the  Prophets,  itfignifies  a  pound  j  if  in  the  other  writings  of  the  f&AriMoni^^rt 
old  teftanient,itfignifies  a  talent  y  this  therefore  being  alledged  out  of  the  ia'i'«ionsyroGhaiA.iw 
Prophet  Jeremy  "^  by  one  of  the  Evangelifts,  it  is  probable,  the  price  at  j^Sp'tl^^zl.'iftfS^ 
which  Judas  fold  his  LORD  was  thirty  pound  weight  of  filver*,  a  goodly  ^K^Tf^ntSe'' 
price  for  tJie  SAVIOUR  of  the  world  to  be  prized  at,  by  his  undifcerning  fi'sl^^dbuiczSu"^^^^^ 
and  unworthy  Countreymen.  s7tfi"-rfai1ii!i^« 

The  next  day  was  the  firft  day  of  unleavened  bread,  on  which  it  was  ne-  *^|^f5j|5^^'^^ 
ceflary  they  fhould  kill  the  PalTeover*,  therefore  TESUS  fent  Peter  and  John  J^o" 'tffr%«r&  siinIt". 

•     -'.-'  .  ,  irti,-'^,  •  •!  ^  rtofftira -.  quod  eo  mag  i» 

to  the  City  toacertaniman,whom  they  fhould  finde  carryins  a  pitcher  01  effcRxii'"%"'*p''o-^ 
water  to  his  houfe-,him  they  fhould  follow,and  there  prepare  the  PalTeover.  Jn^i^^^ISffcTz^' 
They  went  and  found  the  man  in  the  fame  circumftances ,  and  prepared  for  ''^'»- ' 
JESIIS  and  his  family,who  at  the  even  came  to  celebrate  the  PalTeover.  It  '  ^* 

was  the  houfe  of  Jchn  f  rnamed  Mark ,  which  had  alwaies  been  open  to  this  Aif„„d.MnnjpudMr. 
bleiredfamily,where  he  was  pleafed  to  finifh  his  laft  rupper,and  the  myfte-  v,!i^AdiKW«^dc^ 
rioufnelTe  of  the  vefpers  of  hi  s  pafPion.  faiprjauruv^. 

When  evening  was  come,Jefus  ftood  with  his  Difci^ples  &  cat  the  Pafchal  1  ^. 

lamb,after  which  he  girt  himfelf  with  a  toweU&  taking  a  bafin  wafh'd  the  feet 
of  his  DHciples,notonely  by  the  ceremony,  but  in  his  difcourfes  inftruding 
them  in  the  doftrine  of  humility  ,  which  the  Mafter  by  hisfo  jreat  conde- 
fcenfion  to  hisDifciples  had  made  racred,and  imprinted  the  leffon  in  lifting 
charafters,by  making  itfymbolicall.  But  Peter  was  unwilling  to  be  wafhed 
l)y  his  Lord  untiU  he  was  told  he  muft  renounce  his  part  in  him ,  unlefle  he 

F  f  f  were 
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■^ZTttT      '  wcrewallied ,  which  option  being  given  to  Peter ,  he  cryed  out,  nfjt  my 

, *       feet  onely  .  but  mihands  undtnybead.  But  jESUS  faid,  the  ablution  of  the 

feet  was  fufficient  for  the  purification  of  the  whole  man  ?  relating  to  the 
cuftomc  of  thofe  countries,  whoufed  to  go  to  fupptr  iiB  mediately  from 
the  baths,  who  therefore  were  fufficlently  clean  fave  onely  on  their 
feet  y  by  reafon  of  the  duft  contraded  in  their  pafiage  from  the 
baths  to  the  dining-roomes  ?  from  which  when  by  the  hofpitable  ma- 
ftcr  of  the  houfe  they  were  caufed  to  be  cleanfed ,  they  needed  no 
more  ablution  and  by  it  JESUS  pafTing  from  the  letter  to_  the  fpiric 
meant,  that  the  body  of  fin  was  wafned  in  the  baths  of  bapt'.fmej  and  af- 
terwards, if  we  remained  in  the  fame  ftate  of  purity,  it  was  onely  neceiTary 
to  purge  away  the  filth  contrad^ed  in  our  pafiage  from  the  Font  to  the  al- 
tar *,  And  then  we  are  clean  all  over,  when  the  Baptifmall  ftate  is  unaltered 
and  the  little  adherencles  of  imperfedion  and  paiEons  are  aifo  wafh- 
ed  off. 
I J  But  after  the  manducation  cf  the  Pafchal  lambe ,  it  was  the  cuftome  of 

the  nation  to  fit  down  to  a  fecond  fupper,in  which  they  eat  herbs  and 
unleavened  bread  y  the  Major  Domo  nrft  dipping  his  morfell ,  and  then 
the  family  >  after  which,  the  Father  brake  bread  into  pieces,  and 
•liftributed  a  part  to  every  of  the  Guefts,  aud  firfl:  diinking  himfelf, 
gave  to  the  reft  the  chalice  filled  with  wine  according  to  the  age  and 
dignity  of  the  perfon  j  Adding  to  each  diftribution  a  form  of  bencdi(S:i- 
on  proper  to  the  myftery,  which  was  Eucharifticall  and  commemorative 
of  their  deliverance  from  Egypt:  this  fupper  JESUS  being  to  celebrate, 
changed  the  forms  of  benedi<Sion,  turned  the  ceremony  into  myftery,  and 
gave  his  body  and  blood  in  Sacrament  and  religious  configuration ,  fo 
inftituting  the  venerable  Sacrament  which  from  the  time  of  its  inftituti- 
on  is  called  the  Ltrds  fupper^  which  rite  JESUS  conmianded  the  Apoftles  to 
perpetuate  in  commemoration  of  him  their  Lord ,  untill  his  fecond  co- 
ming and  this  was  the  firft  delegation  of  a  perpetuall  miniftery,  which 
Jesus  made  to  his  Apoftles,  in  which  they  were  to  be  fucceeded  to,  in  all 
geaerations  of  the  Church. 
J  I,  But  Jesus  being  troubled  in  fpirit  told  his  Apoftles,  that  one  of 

them  Ihould  betray  him ',  which  predidion  he  made  that  they  might  not  be 
fcandalized  at  the  fadnelTe  of  objedion  of  the  pafiion,  but  be  confirmed  in 
tiieir  belief  feeing  fo  great  demonftration  of  his  wifdom  and  fpirit  of 
Prophefic.  The  Difciples  were  all  troubled  at  this  fad  aireft  and  k)oking 
one  on  another,  doubting  of  whom  he  fpake  j  but  they  beckncd  to  the  be- 
loved Difciple,  leaning  on  ]  ESUS  breaft,  that  he  might  ask :  for  they  who 
knew  their  own  innocency  and  infirmity  were  defirous  to  fatisfic  their  curio- 
flty ,  and  to  be  rid  of  their  indetermination  and  their  fear.  But  jESUS 
being  afked  gave  them  a  figne ,  and  a  fop  to  Judas,  rpmmanding  him  to  do 
what  he  lift  fpeedily^j  for  JESUS  was  extremely  ftieightned  till  he  had 
drunk  the  chalice  on,  and  accomplifhed  his  myfterious  and  afflk^ive  bap- 
tifme.  After  Judas  received  the  fop,  the  Devil  entred  into  him ,  and  Judas 
went  forth  immediately,  it  being  now  night. 
^9'  When  he  was  gone  out,  JESUS  began  hisfarcwell  Sermon,  rarely  mixi 

*  of  fadnelTe  and  ;oyes,and  ftudded  with  m^^fteries  as  with  Emeraulds ,  dif- 
'courfing  of  the  glorification  of  GOD  in  his  fon,  and  of  thofe  glories, 
^  wbicb  &  Father  had  prepared  for  him  >  of  his  fuddain  departure, 

asd 
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*  and  his  migration  to  a  place,  whither  they  could  not  come  yet,  but  after-     p^^  j|j 

'wards  the^'lhould^meaning,  tuft  to  death,  and  then  to  gloiy,  commanding 1^ 

*them  to  Inuc  one  another,  and  foretelling  to  Peter('who  made  confident 

<  protefts,  that  he  would  dye  with  his  Mafter  )  that  before  the  cockflfould  crow 
'  twice,  he  ^hould  deny  him  thrice :  But  leaft  he  fliould  afflift  them  with  too 

*  fad  rcprefentmenrs  of  his  prefcnt  condition,  he  comforts  them  with  the 

*  comforts  of  faith,  with  the  intendments  of  his  departure  to  prepare  pla* 

*  ces  in  hearen  for  them,  whither  they  might  come  by  him ,  who  is  the  way^ 
'  the  truth  And  the  /7^,adding  a  promife  in  order  to  their  prefent  fupport,and 

*  future  feli€ities,that  iftheyjfmdd  AskfifOOD  any  thing  in  his  name^tbey  Jhould 
'  receive  /r,  and  upon  condition  they  would  love  him ,  and  keep  his 
'  commandments  he  would  pray  fcr  the  holy  Ghoft  to  come  upon  them,  td 

*  fupply  his  room,  to  furnifti  them  with  proportionable  comforts,  to  enable 
'  them  with  great  gifts, to  lead  them  into  all  truth,  and  to  abide  with  them 

*  for  ever  j  then  arming  them  againft  future  perfecutions,  giving  them  di- 

*  vers  holy  precepts,  difcourfmg  of  his  emanation  from  the  Father,  and  of 

*  the  neceflity  of  his  departure?  he  gave  them  his  bleffmg  and  prayed  for 

*  them,  and  then,  having  fungahymne,  which  was  part  of  the  great  A  lie- 
luiah  beginning  at  the  ii4pfalme,  f  ^hen  ]frael  cAme  9ut  of  Egypt']  and 
ending  at  the  1 1 8  inclufively,  went  forth  with  his  Difciples  over  the  brook 
Cedron  unto  die  mount  of  olives  to  a  village  called  Gethfemani,  where 
there  was  a  garden ,  into  which  he  entered  to  pray  together  with  his 
Difciples. 

But  taking  Veter,  James  and  John  apart  with  him  about  a  ftones  caft  2^* 

from  the  reft,  he  began  to  be  exceeding  forrovp full  and  fad  even  unto  death.  For 
now  he  faw  the  ingredients  of  his  bitter  draught,  powring  into  the  chalice, 
and  the  fight  was  full  ^  horrcr  and  amazemelh:  j  he  therefore  fell  oft 
his  face  and  prayed,   0  my  Father^  if  it  be   pojfible  let  this  cup  pafe 
fom   ine.     In   this   prayer   he    fell    into   fo   fad    an  agony,  that  the  Quidamcxffcgf- 
paincs  infli<^ed  by  his  Fathers  wrath,  and  madeadive  by  his  ownappre-  i^ppo  norancex 
henfion  were  fo  great,  that  a  fweat  diftilled  from  his  facred  body  as  irroracione  San- 
great  and  conglobated  as  drops  of  blood  h  and  God  who  heard  his  prayer,  ^"^'"^  chnRi 
but  would  notanfwer  him  in  kind,  fent  an  Angel  to  comfort  him  in  the  n^Slippu^s""' 
fadnelfej  which  he  was  pleafed  not  to  take  away.  But  knowing  that  the  i«faum*ec  alS. 
drinking  this  cup  was  the  great  end  of  his  coming  into  the  world  he  laid  a-  Sed  ha:  luntir.ers 
fide  all  his  own  interefts,  and  devefted  himfelfe  of  the  afi'e<Sions  of  flefti  and  °"8^ 
blood,  willing  his  Fathers  willj  and  becaufe  his  Father  commanded,  he  in 
defiance  of  fenfe  and  paftion  was  defirous  to  fuffer  all  our  paines.  But  as 
when  two  feas  meet,  the  billows  conteft  in  ungentle  embraces  and  make 
violent  noifes,  till  having  wearied  themfelves  intofmaller  waves  and  dif. 
united  drops  they  run  quietly  into  one  ftream  :  fo  did  the  fpiritand  nature 
of  Jesus  afl&ult  each  ether  with  difagreeing  interefts,  and  diftinguiftiing 
difputations,  till  the  earntftnefle  of  tlie  contention  was  diminiflied  by  the 
denionftrations  of  the  fpirit,  and  the  prevai lings  of  gr?xe,which  the  fooner 
gor  the  vi^ory,becaufethey  were  not  to  conteft  with  an  unfandified  or  a  re- 
bellious nature,  f)ut  a  body  of  afie<ftions  which  had  no  ftrong   defires^ 
but  of  its  own  prefcrvation  \  and  therforc  jESUS  we/jt  thrice,  and  pray- 
ed the  fame  prayer ,  that  if  it  were  pojfible  the  cup  might  patTc  from 
him  ,   and  thrice  made   an  a(^  of  refignation  *,   and  in  the  intervalls 
came  and  found  his  Apoftles  afteep,  gently  diiding  their  incurioufnelfe, 
f  Fff  2  and 
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'part  III.      ^^^  warning  rhcm  to  rriitch andpray^  chat  they  enter  not  intg  temftatm  ;  till 

1_  the  rime  that  the  irayrour  came  with  a  rrailtltude  armed  with  fwords 

and  ftaves  from  the   Priefts  and  Elders  of  the   people  to  apprehend 
him. 
^^'  Judas  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  the  night ,  that  was  all  the  advan- 

tage they  had  by  him ,  becaufe  they  dnrft  not  feize  him  by  day  for  fear  of 
the  people,  but  he  fgni-fied  the  perfon  of  his  Mafter  to  the  fouldiers  by 
a  kil^e,  and  an  addrel^e  of  feeming  civility.    But  when  they  came  to- 
wards him,  lESVSfaid,  Whom  feekye^  they  faid,  lESVS  of  NaT^areth, 
He  faid^  I  am  he.     But  there  was  a  Divinity  upon  him,  that  they  could 
not  feize  him  at  lirftj    but  like  a  wave  climbing  of  a  Rock  is  beat 
back  and  fcattercd  into  members,    till  falling   down   it  creeps  with 
gentle  wafrings  and  kil!es  the  feet  of  the  ftony  mountain  ,  and  fo-en- 
circles  it :  So  the  fouldiers  coming  at  firft  with  a  rude  attempt,  were 
twice  repelled  by  the  glory  of  his  perfon  ,  till  they  falling  at  his  ftetwtre 
at  laft  admitted  to  thefeizureofhis  body^  having  by  thofe  involuntary 
profiratiorfs  confeffed  his  power  greater  then  theirs ,  and  that  the  lu- 
ftre  and  influence  of  a  GOD  are  greater  then  the  violences  and  rudenelTes 
of  Souldiers.    And  ftill  they  like  weak  eyes  durft  not  behold  the  glory  of 
this  Sunne ,  till  a  cloud  like  a  dark  veil  did  interrupt  the  emiflions  of  bis 
S.Jimon.m      glories i  they  could  not  feize  upon  him,  till  they  had  thrown  a  veil 
c.  9.  Matt.        upon  his  holy  face  j  which  although  itwas  acuftome  of  the  Eafterlingf, 
^ILi^or^obnU'  and  of  the  Roman  Empire  "^  generally,  yet  In  this  cafe  was  violence 
be  caput  Libt-    and  necefTity,  becaufe  a  certain  impetuofity  and  vigoroufneffe  of  fpirir, 
ratoris  Vrbis     and  divinity  ilfuing  from  his  holy  face  made  them  to  takefanftuary  in 
huJMs.Livi.       darkneffe,  and  to  throw  a  veil  over  him  in  that  dead  time  of  a  lad 
^^"OTTri  Spurns     and  difmal  night.     But  Peter  ^  a  ftout  ^Galilean,  bold   and  zealous 
mnAt  2if«yr.        attempted  a  refcue ,    and  fmote  a  fervant  of  the  high  Priefi:  and  cut 
AW,  ofi  his  ear  j  but  jESUS  rebuked  the  intemperance  of  his  pafTion,  and 

commanded  him  to  put  up  his  fword,  faying,  all  they  that  ftnke  rtith  the 
fwordy  jhall  ferjjh  voith  the  frvord^  fo  putting  a  bridle  upon  the  ille- 
gal infliftions  and  exprelfes  of  anger  or  revenge  from  an  incompetent  au- 
thority. But  lESUS  touched  Malchus  ear  and  cured  it. 
22/  When  jEiSUS  had  yeelded  himfelf  into  their  power,  and  was  now 

led  away  by  the  chief  Prieft,  Captains  of  the  Temple,  Elders  of  the 
people,  and  Souldiers,  who  all  came  in  combination  and  covenant  to 
furprize  him,  his  Difciples  fled,  and  lohn  the  Evang-elift,  who  with 
grief  and  an  over-running  phanfie  had  forgot  to  lay  alide  his  upper  gar- 
ment, which  in  feftivals  they  are  ufed  to  put  on,  began  to  make  efcape, 
but  being  arrefled  by  his  linen  upon  his  bare  body,  was  forced  to  leave 
that  behinde  him ,  that  himfelf  might  efcape  his  Mafters  danger^  fornow 
was  verined  the  prophetical  faying,  /  mil  finite  the  Shepherd  and  the  peep 
jhall  be  fcatterea.  But  Peter  followed  afarre  off',  and  the  greatndfeof 
lohns  love,  when  hee  had  maftercd  the  firfk  inconfiderations  of  his 
fear,  made  him  to  rcturne  a  while  after  into  the  High  Piiefti 
Hall. 
2g.  JESUS  was  firft  led  to  >4nn.^^,  who  was  th^  PrVnce  of  the  Sanhedrim, 

and  had  cognifance  of  Prophets  and  publick  do^rines  -,  who  therefore 
enquired    of   ]  E  S  U  S ,   coiiccrning  his  Difciples  and  bis  Difciplinc  > 

but 


i 
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but  be  anfwcrcd  that  his  doctrine  had  been  pubiike  or  popular ,  that  he    p^j-c  HI. 

never  taught  in  conventicles:  and  therfore  referred  him  to  rhe  teftimony  oi  — 

all  the  people  :  for  which  free  anfwer ,  a  fervant  ftanding  by ,  fmotc 
him  on  the  face,  and  jESUS  meekely  afked  him,  what  evil  he  had 
done  ?  But  Annas  without  the  feventy  aflefiburs  could  judge  nothing, 
and  therefore  fent  him  bound  to  Caiaphas^  who  was  high  Prieft  that 
yeer,  Trefident  of  the  rites  of  the  temple,  as  the  other  high  Prieft  was 
of  the  great  Councell.  Thither  Peter  came  ,  and  had  admiflion  by 
the  nieanes  of  another  Difciple  fuppofed  to  be  John  ,  who  having 
fold  his  pofleflions  in  Galilee  to  Caiaphas  ^  came  and  dwelt  neere 
mount  Sion  ,  but  was  by  intervention  of  that' bargain  made  known 
to  the  high  Prieft  ,  and  brought  Peter  into  the  houfe  j  where  when 
Feter  was  challenged  three  times  by  the  fervants  ,  to  be  a  Gali- 
lean and  of  Jesus  family,  he  denied  and  forfwore  it,  till  JE- 
SUS looking  back  reminded  him  of  his  predidion ,  and  the  foule- 
ncfle  of  the  crime  ,  and  the  cock  crew  j  for  it  was  now  the  fecond 
cockc  crowing  after  ten  of  the  clocke  in  the  foui'th  watch  j  and 
Peter  went  out ,  and  wept  bitterly ,  that  he  might  cleanfc  his 
foul,wafliing  off  the  foul  ftains,  he  hadcontraded  in  his  fhamefull  per- 
jury and  denying  of  his  LORD.  And  it  is  reported  of  the  fame  holy  perfon, 
that  ever  after ,  when  he  heard  the  cock  crow  he  wept ,  remembring 
the  old  inftrument  of  his  converfion  ,  and  his  own  unworthinefle  Arfenmm 
for  which  he  never  ceafed  to  do  adibns  of  forrow  and  fliarp  repen-  'yJtls  pp* 
tance. 

On  the  morning  the  councell  was  to  aflemble  j  and  whileft  J  E  S  U  S  ^^^ 

was  detained  in  expectation  of  it ,  the  fervants  mocked  him ,  and  did 
all  a<ftions  of  affront,  and  ignoble  defpight  to  his  facred  head  .  and 
becaufe  the  Qiieftion  was,  whether  he  were  a  Prophet,  they  co- 
vered his  eyes  and  fmote  him  in  derifion  ,  calling  on  him  to 
prophefie  who  fmote  him.  But  in  the  morning  ,  when  the  high 
Priefls  and  rulers  of  the  people  were  affembled  ,  they  fought  falfc 
witnefie  againft  jESUS,  but  found  none  to  purpofe  ',  they  raild 
boldly  and  could  prove  nothing,  they  accufed  vehemently,  and  the 
allegations  were  of  fuch  things  as  were  no  crimes,  and  the  greateft  ar- 
ticle, which  the  united  diligence  of  all  their  malice  could  pretend 
was  that- he  faid  he  would  deftroy  the  temple,  and  in  three  daycs 
build  it  up  again  j  but  jESUS  neither  anfwered  this  nor  to  any 
other  of  their  vainer  allegations ;  for  the  witnefies  deftroyed  each  o- 
thers  teftimony  by  their  difagrecing  •,  till  at  laft  ,  Cakphas  ,  who  to 
verifie  his  Prophelie  and  to  fatisfie  his  ambition  ,  and  to  baite 
his  envy  was  furioufly  determined  JESUS  fhoulddie,  adjures  him  by 
the  living  GOD  to  fay  whether  he  were  the  CHRIST,  the  fon  of  the 
living  GOD.  jESUS  knew  his  dedgne  to  be  an  inquifition  of  death,  not 
of  piety  or  curiofity,  yet  becaufe  his  hour  was  now  come,  openly  affirmed 
it  without  any  expedient  to  elude  the  high  Priefts  malice,  or  to  decline  the 
Qneftion. 

When  Cakphas  heard  the  faying,  he  accufed  JESUS  of  BIafphemy,and  ^^ 

pretended  an  apprehenfion  fo  tragicall,  that  he  overafted  his  wonder  and 
fained-deteftarion ,  for  he  rent  his  garments  (  which  was  the  interjefti- 
o\\  of  the  Country,  and  cuftcme  of  rhe  nation,  but  forbidden  to  the  high 
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p     TTT        Priefti  )  and  called  prefently  to  fentence,and  as  it  was  agreed  beforc[hand, 

_1 they  allcondemned'himas  guiky  of  death,  and  as  far  as  they  had  power^ 

infli<Sed  it  •,  for  they  beat  him  with  their  lifts  ,  fmote  him  with  the  palmcs 
of  their  hands,  fpit  upon  him,  and  abufed  him  beyond  the  licenfe  of  en- 
raged tyrants.  When  ]udas  heard  that  they  had  paifedthe  finall  and  de- 
cretory fentence  of  death  upon  his  LORD ,  he  who  thought  not,  it  would 
have  gone  fo  far ,  repented  him  to  have  been  an  inf  rument  of  fo  dam- 
nable a  machination ,  and  came  and  1  rough t  the  filver ,  which  they  gave 
himforhire,  threw  itinamongft  them,  and  faid  I  hive  finned  in  betraying 
the  innocent  blood.  But  they  incurious  of  thofe  hell  torments  Judas  felt 
within  him,  becaufe  their  own  fires  burnt  not  yet,  dlfmiifedkim,  and  up- 
on confultation    bought  with  the  money  a  jield  to  bury  ftr angers  in.  And 
Judas  went  and  hinged  hitrfelf^  and  the  judgem.ent  was  made  more  no- 
torious and  eminent  by  an  unuiuall  accident  at  fuch  deaths,  for  he  fo  fwell- 
ed,thac  he  burfl:,and  his  bowels  gufhed  out. But  theGrcek  Icholiaft  and  fome 
^Euthym-in26  a  others  report  out  of  Papias  Saint  yo/jw/ Schollar ,  that  Judas  fell  from 
Matt.Cedren.    the  figtree,  b  on  which  he  hanged,  before  he  was  quite  dead ,  and  fur- 
in  Compend.      vived  his  attempt  fomewhile ,  being  fo  fad  a  fpedacle   of  deformity, 
Oecutnen.in  c,    and  pain  and  a  prodigious  tumour ,  that  his  plague   was  deplorable, 
i.AB.  and  highly  miferable,  till  at  laft  he  burft  in  the  very  fubf^ance  of  his 

hjuvencushift.  trunk  as  being  extended  beyond  the  pofTibilities  and  capacities  of  nature. 
Evang.L^.  But  the  high  Priefts  had  given  jESUS  overtothefecular  power,  and 

Bedadelocis     carried  him  to  Pilate  to  be  put  to  death  by  his  fentence  and  military 
S4r0.c.2^'         power ,  but  coming  thither  they  would  not  enter  into  the  judgement 
2d.  hall  becaufe  of  the  feaft ,  but  Pilate  met  them,  and  willing  to  decline  the 

bufinelTe  bid  them  judge  them  according  to  their  own  law  j  They  reply ed, 
^S.  Aug.'tra^.  ^^  ^^^  "°^  lawfull  for  them  to  put  any  man  to  death,  '^  m.eaning  du- 
1 1*4.7/1  johan'  ^'"8  ^^^  (tvcn  dayes  of  unleavened  bread  (as  appears  in  the  inftance  of 
CyrilLinJohan.  ^^^^'^  f  who  detained  Peter  in  prifon ,  intending  after  Eajier  to  bring 
/  1 2.C.6.        *  ^™  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  people)  and  their  malice  was  rerilefre,till  the  fentence  they 
Chryfoft'jjomil'  had  palTed  were  put  in  execution ,  others  thinking  that  all  the  right  of 
1  i.injohan-    '"Ai^i"?  capitall  punifnments  v/as  taken  from  the  nation  by  the  Romans j 
Ambrof.ferm,    ^"^  Jofephus  writes,  that  when  Ananias  their  high  Prieft  had  by  a  Councell 
deCalend.   '    ^^the  Jews  condemned  Saint  James  the  brother  of  our  LORD,  and  put 
Januar    '        ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  without  the  confent  of  the  Roman  Prctldent  he  was  deprived 
l2o>Anm.c,2.  ^^^^^  Priefthood.  But  becaufe  Pilate  who  either  by  common  right,  or  at 
*  *  that  time  was  the  judge  of  capitall  inflidionswasavcrfe  from  intermed- 
fing  in  the  condenmation  of  an  innocent  perfon  ,  they  attempted  him 
with  excellent   craft  j  for  knowing  that  Pilate  was  a  great  fervant 
of  the  Roman  greatnefle,  and  a  hater  of  the  fc^  of  the  Galileans ,  the 
high  Prieft  accufed  jESUS,  that  he  was  of  that  fecS,  that  he  denied  pay- 
ing tribute  to  Cefar.,  that  he  called  himfelf  King.  Concerning  which  when 
tilate  interrogated  ]ESUS  he  anfwered  that  his  Kingdom  was  not  of  this 
world*,  and  Pilate  thought  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  other,  he  came 
forth  again  and  gave  teftimony ,  that  he  found  nothing  worthy  of  death 
in  Jesus.  But  hearing  that  he  was  a  Galilean  and  oiHerods  jurifdiftion,Pi- 
^'^  late  fent  him  to  Herod ^  who  was  at  Jerufalem  at  the  feaft,  and  He* 

rod  was  glad ,  becaufe  he  had  heard  much  of  him ,  and  fmce  his  re- 
turn from  Rome  had  defired  to  fee  him  :  but  could  not  by  reafon  of 
hh  own  avocationsjand  the  ambulatory  lift?  of  CHRIST  jaad  now  he  hoped 
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•o  fee  a  miracle  done  by  him,  of  whom  he  had  heard  fo  many.  But  the     p^  jTT" 
event  of  this  was,thac  "jESUS  did  there  no  miracle, //erod'j  fouldiers  fet  him 


acnaughr  and  mocked  him,  and  th.ic  day  Herod  wa.s  reconciled  to  Pi/4te,  Jofeph.  I.  16* 
and  JESUS  was  Tent  back  arayed  in  a  white  and  fpIendidgarmeHt ',  which  c.  14.  idem  in 
though  poffibly  might  be  intended  for  derifionyet  was  a  fymbole  of  inno-  litafiia* 
cence,  condemned  perfons  ufnally  being  arayed  in  blacks  j  and  when  Vilate 
hid  again  examined  him,  ]  E  S  U  S  meek  as  a  lamb,  and  as  a  flieep  before 
the  fhearers  opened  not  his  mouih,  in  fo  much  that  Vilate  wondred', 
perceiving  the  greateft  innocence  of  the  man  by  not  oflering  to  eX" 
cufe  or  leifen  any  thing ',  though  ViUte  had  power  to  releafe  him  or  cru- 
cify him,  yet  his  contemp    of  death  was  in  juft  proportion  to  liis  inno- 
cence, which  alfo  Vilate  tconccaled  not,  for  hepublilhed  jESUSS 
innocence  by  //^ro^/andhisownfentence ',  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Ru- 
lers, who  like  ravening  wolves  thirfted  for  a  draught  of  blood  and  to  de» 
your  the  morning  prey. 

But  Pilate  hoped  to  prevail  upon  the  Rulers,  by  making  it  a  favour  from  ^ 

ihem  to  Jesus,  and  an  indulgence  from  him  to  the  nation  to  fet  him  free  9  ''      , 

for  oftentimes  even  malice  it  felf  is  driven  out  by  the  Devil  of  felflove, 
and  fo  we  may  be  acknowledged  the  authors  of  a  fafety  we  are  content  to 
refcue  a  man,  even  from  our  own  felves.  Vilate  therefore  offered  that  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftome  of  the  nation  jESUS  ihould  be  releafed  for  the 
honour  of  the  prefent  feftivall,  and  as  a  donative  to  the  people  >  but  the 
fpirit  of  malice  was  here  the  more  prevalent,  and  they  defired  that  Barab- 
/'dj  a  murderer,  a  Thief,  and  a  feditious  perfon  fliould  be  exchanged  for 
him.  Then  IVtoecafting  about  all  waves  to  acquit  JESUS  of  punifhment, 
and  himfelf  of  guilt,  offered  to  fcourge  him  and  let  him  go,  hoping  that  a 
kifer  draught  of  blood  might  ftop  the  furies  and  rabidneffe  of  their  paflion, 
without  their  burfting  with  a  river  of  his  beft  and  vitall  liquour.  But  thefe 
leeches  would  not  fo  let  go ',  they  cry  out,  crucifie  him  *,  and  to  engage 
him  finally  they  told  him,  if  he  did  let  this  man  go,  he  was  no  friend 
to  Cd>far. 

But  Pi/dte  called  for  water,  and  wafhed  his  hands,  to  demonftrate  his  2?, 

own  unwillingneffe,  and  to  reje^  and  tranfmit  the  guilt  upon  them,  who 
took  it  on  them  as  greedily  as  they  fucked  the  blood  j  they  cryed  out,  hrs 
blood  be  on  «s,  and  our  children.  As  Vilate  was  going  to  give  fcntence  his  wife 
being  troubled  in  her  dreams,  fent  with  the  earneftneffe  and  paffion  of  a 
woman,  thathefhould  have  nothing  to  do  wnhthat  'luft perfon ;  but  he  was 
engaged  b  Cdifar  and  JESUS,  GOD  and  the  King  did  feem  to  have  different 
interefts,  or  at  leaft  he  was  threatned  into  that  opinion,  and  Vilate  though 
he  was  fatisfied,  it  was  but  calumny  and  malice,  yet  he  was  loath  to  ven- 
ture upon  his  anfwer  at  Rome  in  cafe  the  high  Prieft  fliould  have  accufed 
him*,  for  no  man  knows  whether  the  intereft,  or  themiftakeof  his  Judge 
may  caft  the  fentence  V  and  whoever  is  accufed  flrongly  is  never  thought 
intirely  innocent,  and  therefore  not  onely  againft  the  Divine  laws,  bat 
againft  the  B oman  too,  he  condemned  an  innocent  perfon  upon  objeAions 
notorioufly  malicious ',  he  adjudged  him  to  a  death,  which  was  onely  due  to 
publike  theves  and  homicides,(crimcs  with  which  he  was  not  charg'd)upon 
a  pretence  of  blafphemy,  of  which  he  ftood  accufed  but  not  convi(^ed,  and 
for  which  by  the  Jewifh  law  he  ihould  have  been  ftoned  if  found  guilty : 
And  this  he  did  put  intoprcfent  execution  agaiaft  the  Tiber ian  law,  which 
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iPart  III.      about  twelve  yeers  before  decreed  in  favour  of  condemned  perfons,  rhac 
after  fentence  execution  fiiould  be  deferred  ten  dayes. 


5j«on  M  litKiia  And  now  was  the  holy  Lamb  to  bleed,  firft  therefore  Pf/^ttw  fouldicrs 
cioRomhift.  u^7.  arayed  him  in  a  kingly  robe,  put  a  reed  in  his  hand  for  afccptre,  plat  a 
cc^7cor,upi«^a'°ai  cfown  of  thoms  and  put  it  on  his  head,  they  bow  the  knee  and  mock  him, 
TuiSr'^rSi'  f ''°'"'  ^^^y  ^"^^'■^  ^^"*  ^''^  ^'^  phantaftick  fceptre,and  inftead  of  tribute  pay  him 
me  s.'c."Tib7rJno  with  blowcs  audfpittiugs  upon  his  holy  head?  and  when  they  had  emp- 
'Sf/nKntuS '''""'  O'ed  the  whole  ftock  of  poifoncus  contempt,  they  deveft  him  of  the  robes 
lubit.  of  mockery,  and  put  him  on  his  own:  they  lead  him  to  a  pillar  and  binde 

I  infe  ^'^*        himfaft,  andfcourge  him  with  whips,  apunifhment  that  flavesonely  did 
pilh!^"*"'"*^'  **'  ufe  to  fnfltr  (free  perfons  being  in  certain  cafes  beaten  with  rods  and  clubs) 
i.  i«via  D.deaccuf.    that  they  might  adde  a  new  fcorne  to  his  affiidions?  and  make  his  forrows 
like  their  own  guilt,  vaft  and  mountainous.  After  which  Barabbas  being 
fet  free,  Vilate  delivered  jESUS  to  be  crucified. 
•  The  fouldiers  therefore  having  framed  a  crofle  fad  and  heavy,  laid  it  up- 

on J  E  S  It  S  fhoulders,  (  who  like  Ifaack.horc  the  wood,  with  which  he  was 
to  be  facrificed  himfclf)  and  they  drive  him  out  to  crucifixion,  who  was 
fcarce  able  to  ftand  under  that  intollerable  load  j  and  when  he  fainted, 
they  compell  Simon  a  Cyrenian  to  help  him.    A  great  and  a  mixt  nmlti- 
tude  followed  jESUS  to(jro/got/M,thecharnellhoufe  of  the  city  and  the 
place  of  execution.  But  the  women  wept  with  bitter  exclamations,  and 
il*         their  fadnelfe  was  encrcafed  by  the  fad  predictions  jESUS  then  made  of 
soigotba  ioc*ui  «a   'their  future  mifery,  hymg^  ye  daughters  of  Jerujakm  rveep  not  for  me,  but 
SSndat?'''*"'      '  ^^^P  /o^>'<'«^  felves,  and  for  your  children,  for  the  timejhall  come  that  rnen  jhall 
Linguapatema  prior, 'y^^^  Blejfed  are  the  barren  that  never  bare,  and  the  paps  that  never  gave  fuck.^ 
dixiir "°°""'      '  for  they  fhall  call  on  the  hils  to  cover  them,  and  on  the  mountains  to  fall 
SL^^STofatefTe '  "po"  them,  that  by  a  fudden  ruine,  they  may  efcape  the  lingring  calami- 
ftpuitum.  ties  of  famine  and  fear,  and  the  horrour  of  a  thoufand  deaths. 

» TeTtuiiS""''  '^  When  JESUS  was  come  to  Golgotha,  a  place  in  the  mount  of  Calvary 
"'i"n^rS'*'"'  ia  (  ^^ere  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  ''"  Ancients  Adam  was  buried, 
SS"' "  '  *^" '°  and  where  »  Abraham  made  an  akar  for  the  facrifice  of  his  fon  )  by  the  piety 
Athin  a/paT&"  ^'  of  his  Difciples,  and  (it  is  probable)  of  thofe  good  women,  which  did  ufe 
cru:e,&fereoTn:s  tominifter  to  him,  there  was  provided  wine  mingled  with  myrrhe,  which 
H^tSSJSor''"  among  the  Levantines  is  an  excellent  fepleafant  b  mixture,&fuchas  the 
f"' info's f;''. Matt,  piety  ai'<i  indulgence  of  the  nations  ufed  to  adminifter  to  condenmed 
a's!'Aug.ferra.7i.  *  petfous.  But  jESUS,  who  by  voluntary  fufception  did  choofe  to  fuffer  our- 
bVff.^'nafhift.  1 14  pains,  refufed  that  refrefhmenr,  which  the  piety  of  the  women  prefented  to 
Athan^eusi  n  \o.  him'.  The  fouldiets  having ftripdhim,naild  him  to  the  crofle  with  four 
s/cSm  ;^Va»,  a'r-  nailes,  and  divided  his  mantle  into  four  parts,  giving  to  each  fouldier  a 
t^LZtllT  part,  but  for  his  coat,  becaufe  itwould  be  fpoiled,ifparted,it being weaved 
fit  faporinde  racro.  -yvithout  feaui,  they  caft  lots  for  it. 

■  2^*  Now  Vilate  had  caufed  a  title  containing  the  caufe  of  his  death  to  be 

^  *         fuperfcribedonatableinLatine,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  J^ESVS  of  Ka^a- 

fcSl"ift't>''"'^.  ^'^^^^  Kingofthejer^esj  But  the  Pharifees  would  have  it  altered,  and  that 

raeiieaa,ncqiaug«ri  he  fajd  he  Wiif  King  of  the  Jems:  but  Vilate  out  of  wilfulnefle,  or  to  da 

iSTfflSr  defpight  to  the  nation,  or  in  honour  to  JESUS  whom  he  knew  to  be 

r«icat.,i.apioyinciT  ^  jyf^  perfou,  or  being  overruled  by  divine  providence,  refufed  to  alter  it  j 

tfl!!Tu\VFlS.  and  there  were  crucifedrr^ith  JESVS  two  theeves,  7ESVS  being  in  the 

midft,  according  to  the  Prophecy ',  he  was  reckoned  with  the  tranfgreffours. 

Then  JESUS  prayedfor  his  perfecutors-,  Father  forgive  them  for  theji  hoT» 

not 
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iwf,  what  they  doe.  But  while  jESUS  was  full  of  pain  and  charity,  and     -0^1   III* 

was  praying  and  dying  for  his  Enemies,  the  Rulers  of  the  Jewes  mocked  . . 

hinr,  upbraiding  him  with  the  good  works  he  did,  and  the  exprelTes  of 
his  power  ',  faying,  he  faved  others^  himfelf-" he  cannot  fave ,  others 
faying,  let  him  covk  down  from  the  Crojfe^  if  he  be  the  King  of  the  ]ews 
And  we  will  beleeve  in  him  '-,  and  others  according  as  their  malice  wa5  de- 
termined by  fanfy  and  occafion  added  weight  and  fcorn  to  his  pains,  and  of 
the  two  nialefa<ftors  that  were  crucified  with  him,one  reviled  him,  faying. 
If  thou  be  the  CHKISt^  fave  thyfelfandus.  And  thus  far  the  Devill  prevail- 
ed undoing  himfelf  in  riddle,  provoking  men  to  do  defpight  to  CHRIST, 
and  to  heighten  his  pafTion  out  of  hatred  to  him ,  and  yet  doing  and  pro- 
moting that,  which  was  the  ruin  of  all  his  own  kingdom  and  potent  mif- 
chiefes  j  like  the  "^  Jew  who  in  indignation  againft  Mercury,  threw  ftones  at  *  r.  Mmaffcs,  vw« 
his  image  ,  and  yet  was  by  his  fuperiour  judged  idolatrous ,  that  being  D,onii.v..uia<r,.o 
the  i)ianner  of  doing  honour  to  the  Idol  among  the  gentiles.  But  then  MafniiL  ^'  "  ^ 
CHRIST  who  had  upon  the  Crofic  prayedfor  his  enemies,and  was  heard 
of  GOD  in  all  thathedeilred,  felt  now  the  beginnings  of  fucccf^c.  For  the 
other  thecf  whom  the  prcfent  pains  and  circumftances  of  jESUS  paffion 
had  fofcened  and  made  believing,  reproved  his  fellow  for  not  fearing  GOD, 
confefied  that  this  death  hapned  to  them  defervedly,  but  to  jESUS  caufe- 
lelTely  :  and  then  prayed  to  ]ESUS,LOilD  remember  me ^wh en  thou  comefl  into 
thy  kingdom.  Whichcombinationof  pious  ads,  and  miraculous  converfion 
Jesus  entertained  with  a  fpeedy  promife  of  glory , prom ifmg  that  upon  thac 
very  day  he  fliould  be  with  him  in  Paradife. 

Norp  there  were  (landing  by  the  Crojfe  the  mother  of  Jefus  and  her  fijier^ 
And  Mary  Magdalen  and  John '.  and  jESUS  being  upon  his  deathbed,  al-  ^* 

though  he  had  no  tcmporall  eftate  to  beftow,  yet  he  would  make  provi- 
fionfor  his  Motlier ,  who  being  a  widow,  and  now  childkfle  was  likely 
to  be  expofed  to  neceffity  and  want  *,  and  therefore  he  did  arrogate 
John  the  beloved  Difciple  into  Maries  kindred,  making  him  to  be  her 
adopted  fon,  and  her  to  be  his  Mother  by  fid:ion  of  Law.  Woman  be- 
hold thy  fon  '-,  and  xMan  beheld  thy  Mother.  And  from  that  time  forward  John 
took  her  home  to  his  own  houfe,  which  he  had  neer  mount  Sion ,  after  he 
had  fold  his  inheritance  in  Galilee  to  the  high  Pricft. 

While  thefe  things  were  doing,  the  whole  frame  of  nature  feemed  to  be  5  4« 

diffolvcdand  out  of  order,  while  their  LORD  and  Creatour  futl'efed  :  For 
the  fun  was  fo  darkned,  that  the  ftars  appeared,  and  the  Eclipfe  was  prodi-  ceiu.*i?"''' 
^ious  in  the  manner  afwell  as  in  degree,  becaufe  the  Moon  was  not  then  in  ISnhla&i 
conjundion,  but  full  j  and  it  was  noted  byPhlegon  the  freed  man  of  the  M^rt.  Auguit.  rp.go 
Emperour  Hadrian ,  by  Lucian  out  of  the  ads  of  the  Galls,  and  Dionyfius  in\lSS.'aU*' 
while  he  was  yet  a  heatlien  ',  excellent  fchollars  all,great  hiftorians  and  Phi-  orus'^'atimf  toTm. 
lofophcrs,who  alfo  noted  the  day  of  the  week  and  hour  of  the  day,  agreeing  tien"i?ompu'it"r:^8£ 
with  the  circumftanccs  of  the  crofle ;  For  the  fun  hid  his  head  from  behold-  S^Vrl^Irr^ram  ? 
ing  fuch  a  prodigy  of  fin  and  fadnes,  and  provided  a  veil  for  the  nakednes  of  iyug- «  ©« « 
jESUS,that  the  women  might  be  prefent,  and  himfcif  die,with  modefty.      aimt  quidam^ ■ 

^  The  eclipfe  and  the  Paffion  began  at  the  fixt  houre  and  endured  till  the        5. 
ninth,about  which  time  jESUS  being  tormented  with  the  unfafferable  load 
ofhisFatherswrath,  duefor  our  fins,  and  wearied  with  pains  andheavi- 
neffe,  crycdout,  MyOod.,MyOodvphy  haft  thou  ferfaken  me?  and,  as  itis 
thought ,  repeated  the  whole  two  and  twentieth  Plalnie,  which  is  an 

admirable 
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~     YrT"""  admirable  narrative  of  the  pafPion,  full  of  prayer  and  fadnelTe,and  defcrip- 
^^^^  tion  of  his  pains  at  firft,  and  of  Eucharilt  and  joy  and  prophecy  at  the 

•Plin-nat  hift.  ^^H:.  But  thefe  firft  words,  which  it  is  certain  and  recorded  that  he  fpake, 
c  gi  c  IT  ^  e-  was  in  alanguage  of  it  felf,  or  elfe  by  reafon  of  diftance  not  underftood,  for 
teres  Spongis     they  thought  he  had  called  for  £/m^  to  rake  him  down  from  the  Crofe  : 
vul'^eT""*"'       '^^^^"  J^^^^^  ^^*'"?  "^  the  agonies  of  a  high  Fcaver,  faid,  Ithirfi,  undone  ran 
TcrtMi.  de  fpeft'  ^^^fi^^^d  ^fp^^^i^  ^'^ih  vinegar  wrapping  n  with  hffopc  and  put  it  on  a  reed,  that 
c  2>.  poteric  &  he  might  drink.  The  vinegar  and  the  "^  fpunge  were  in  executions  of  con- 
de  mifericordi.i    demned  perfons  fet  to  ftop  the  too  violent  iilues  of  blood ,  and  to  prolong 
moveri  defixHs  the  death  j  but  were  e^:hibitcd  to  him  in  fcorn  *,  mingled  with  gall,  to 
lu^  %  fpongbs  ^^^^^  ^^^  mixture  more  horrid  and  ungentle.  But  JESUS  tafted  itonely, 
retiari  oruni       and  refufed  the  draught ',  and  now  knowing  that  the  Prophefies  were  fulfil- 
led, his  Fadiers  wrath  appeafed,  and  his  torments  fatisfadory ,  he  faid,  h  is 
/7i7/7;e^,  and  crying  »7t/;  a  loud  voice.  Father  into  thy  hands  IcoTnmend  my  fpi- 
rit,  he  hawed  his  head  and yeelded  up  his  fprit  into  the  hands  of  GOD  i  and 
dyed,  haftning  to  his  Fathers  glories.   Thus  did  this  glorious  Sun  fet  in  a 
fad  and  clouded  Weft,  running  fpeedily  to  ftiine  in  the  other  World. 
.^^  Then  was  the  vail  of  the  Temple ,  which  feparated  the  fccret  Mofaick 

S  Jiierom  et  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^'^^  ^^  ^^^  people,  rent  in  the  midjffrcm  the  top  to  the  bottome, 
J*         ^'  ^'  and  the  Angels,  prefidents  of  the  Temple  called  to  each  other  to  depart 
^  ^*   *         from  their  fears  '■,  and  fo  great  an  Earthquake  happened,  that  the  rocks  did 
rend,  the  mountains  trembled,  the  graves  opened ,  and  the  bodies  of  dead 
perfons  arofe  walking  from  their  coemetcries  to  the  holy  Ciry ,  and  appea- 
red unto  many  j  and  fo  great  apprchenfions  and  amazements  happened  to 
them  all  that  ftood  by,  that  they  departed ,  fniiting  their  breafts  with  for- 
ApudMetaph.  row  and  fear*,  and  the  Centurion ,  that  miniftredattheeyecurion,faid? 
die  16,  O^ob.  Certainly  this  wai  the  Ssn  of  GOD  ■->  and  he  became  a  Difciple,  renouncing 
his  military  imployment,  and  dyed  a  Martyr, 
gy.  But  becaufe  the  next  day  was  the  Jews  Sabbath ,  and  a  Pafchal  Feftival 

befides,  the  Jews  hailened  that  the  bodies  fhould  be  taken  from  the  C^ofie, 
and  therefore  fen t  to  Pilate  to  haften  their  death  by  breaking  their  legs, 
that  before  Sun-fet  they  might  be  taken  away,  according  to  the  command- 
ment, and  be  buried.  The  fouldiers  therefore  came,  and  brake  the  legs 
of  the  two  theeves '-,  but  efpying^and  wondring  that  J  E  S  U  S  was  already 
dead  they  brake  not  his  legs  i'hr  the  Scripture  foretold ,  that  a  bone  of 
him  fliould  not  be  broken  •,  but  a  fouldier  with  his  lance  pierced  his  fide, 
and  immediately  there  ftreamed  outtwo  rivulets,  of  Water,  and  Blood  j 
but  the  holy  Uirgin  Mother,  whofe  foul  during  this  whole  Paflfion  was  pier- 
ced with  afword,  andftiarperforrows ,  though  fhe  was  fupported  by  the 
Fbilo  de  leg  comforts  of  faith,  and  thofe  holy  predidions  of  his  refurrecSion,  and  future 
fpedal  glories,  which  Mary  had  laid  up  in  ftore  againft  this  great  day  of  expence  j , 

Deutr'  2 1  "°^  ^^^^  ^""^  ^^^  ^^^"  ^^^y  ^o""^  ^^^  fuftered  all,  that  our  neceflities ,  and 
their  malice  could  require  or  inlhd: ',  caufed  certain  miniftcrs,  with  whom 
fhe  joyned,  to  take  her  dead  Son  from  theCroITe,  whofe  body  when  flie 
once  got  free  from  the  nails ,  fhe  kilfed  and  embraced  with  entercalnmcnts 
of  the  neereft  vicinity  that  could  be  exprefled  by  a  perfon ,  that  was  hoJy 
and  fad,  and  a  Mother  weeping  for  her  dead  fon* 

But  file  was  highly  fatisfied  with  her  own  meditations,  that  now  that 

gS.  great  myftery  determined  by  Divine  Predeftination  before  the  beginning 

X)f  all  ages  was  fulfilled  in  her  Sou  >  and  the  PafTion ,  that  nuift  needs  be, 

was 


OF  LAZARUS  TILL  THE  BURIALL  OF  JESUS         Sedi  15.         ^ 

was  accomplifhcc! ',  flie  therefore  firft  bathes  his  cold  body  with  her  warm    p        7TJ 

tears,  and  makes  clean  the  furface  of  the  wounds  and  delivering  a  winding  _*_ 

napkin  tojffepbof  Arimathea,  gave  to  him  in  charge  to  enwrappc  the  Metaphr,  AU' 
body  and  embalm  it,  to  conipofe  it  to  the  grave,  and  do  it  all  the  rites  gj^ff^  jt  ' 
of  funerall  having  firft  exhorted  him  to  a  publike  confeflion  of  what  he 
was  privately  till  now  •,  and  he  obeyed  the  coi;n^eIl  of  fo  excellent  a 
perfon,  and  ventred  upon  thedifpleafure  of  the  Jewiih  rulers,  and  went 
confidently  to  Pi/dff,  and  begged  the  body  of  ]  E  S  U  S.  And  Vilate  gave 
him  the  power  of  it. 

J^ofeph  therefore  takes  the  body,  binds  his  face  with  a  napkin,  wafhes  S9* 

the  body?  anoints  it  with  ointment,  enwrappes  it  in  a  compofftion  <if 
myrrhe  and  aloes,  and  puts  it  into  a  new  comb  which  he  for  himfelf  had 
hewen  out  of  a  rock  (  itnotbeiag  JawfuIJ  among  the  Jewes  to  interrea 
condemned  perfon  in  the  cdmmon  coemetries  _)  for  all  thefe  cii-cumftances 
were  in  the  Jewes  manner  of  burying  *,  bat  when  the  fun  was  fet  the 
chiefe  Priefts  and  Pharifees  went  to  ?ilate^  telling  him  that  jESUS, 
whileft  he  was  living,  foretold  his  own  refurre<ftion  upon  the  third  d^y, 
and  leaft  his  difciples  fhould  come  and  fteal  the  body,  and  fay  he  was 
rifen  from  the  dead,  deCred  that  the  fepulchre  might  be  fecured  againft 
the  danger  of  any  fuch  impefture.  Vilate  gave  them  leave  to  do  their  plea-  ry  j   j  t  • 


diers,  as  if  they  had  intended  to  have  made  it  furer  then  the  decrees  of  ^'^^* 
fere.  Of  the  never  failing  laws  of  nature. 


Jd.  Sed. 
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Conftderations  of  fome preparatory  accidents  hi- 

fore  the  entrance  0/  J  e  s  u  s  into 

his  Vafsion. 

E  that  hath  obfervcd  theftoryofthe  life  of  jESUS  cannot  but 
fee  it  all  the  way  to  be  ftrewed  with  thorns  and  fliarp  pointed 
ftones,  and  although  by  the  kiffes  of  his  feet  they  became  pre- 
cious and  falutary,  yet  they  procured  to  him  forrow  and  dif- 
eafe  ?  it  was  mcAt  and  drink,  to  him  to  do  his  Fathers  will ,  but  it 
was  bread  of  affliftion,  and  rivers  of  tears  to  drink  j  and  for  thefe  he  thirfl:- 
ed  like  the  earth  after  the  cool  ftream  j  for  fo  great  was  his  perfed^ion  ,  fo 
cxaft  the  conformity  of  his  will,  fo  abfolute  the  fubordination  of  his  interi- 
our  faculties  to  the  infinite  love  of  GOD,  which  fat  regent  in  the  court  of 
his  will  and  underftanding,  that  in  this  eledion  of  accidents  he  never  con- 
fideredthe  tafte,  but  the  goodnefle,  never  diflinguifhcd  fweetfrom  bitter^ 
but  duty  and  piety  alwayes  prepared  his  table.  And  therefore  now  know- 
ing that  his  time  determined  by  the  Father  was  nigh,  he  haftened  up  to  ]e- 
rufalem,  he  went  before  his  Difciples^  faith  S.  Mark.-,  and  they  followed  him 
trembling  and  amazed  ;  and  yet  before  that  even  then  when  his  brethren 
obferved  he  had  a  dcfigne  of  publication  of  himfelf?  he  fuflered  them  to  go 
before  him-,  and  went  up  as  it  were  in  fecret.  For  fo  we  are  invited  to  Martyr- 
dom, asd  fuftering  in  a  Chriftian  caufe  by  fo  great  an  example  :  the  holy 
Jesus  is  gone  before  us,  and  it  were  a  holy  contention  to  ftrive  whofe  zeal 
were  forwardeft  in  the  defignes  of  humiliation  and  felf-denial  j  but  it  were 
alfo  well,  if  in  doing  our  felves  fecular  advantage,  and  promoting  our 
worldly  inrereft  we  fliould  follow  him,  who  was  ever  more  diftantfrom  re- 
ceiving honours  then  from  receiving  a  painful  death.  Thofe  affedions 
which  dwell  in  fadnelTe ,  and  are  married  to  grief  and  lye  at  the  foot  of  the 
Croife,  and  trace  the  fad  fteps  of  jESUS,  have  the  wifdom  of  recolled:ion, 
the  tempers  offobriety,  and  are  the  beft  imitations  of  ]ESUS,  and  fecuri- 
ties  againfl:  the  levity  of  a  difperfed  and  a  vain  fpirir.  This  was  intimated  by 
many  of  the  Difciples  of  jESUS  in  the  dayes  of  the  Spirit,  and  when  they 
had  tafted  of  the  good  word  of  GOD  ,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come  ',  for 
then  we  finde  many  ambitious  of  Martyrdom  and  that  have  laid  ftratagenis 
and  defignes,  by  unufual  deaths  to  get  a  crown.  The  foul  of  S.  Laurence  was 
fo  fcorched  with  fo  ardent  defircs  of  dying  for  his  LORD,  that  he  accounted 
the  coals  of  his  Gridiron  but  as  a  Tulip  or  the  afperfion  of  cold  water  to  re- 
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frefli  his  foul  9  they  were  chill  as  the  Alpine  fnowcs  in  refpe^  cf  the  heats    p^j ^   j  1 1. 

of  his  Diviner  fiames ',  and  if  thefe  Icfftr  ftanes  ftiine  fo  brightly,  and 

burn  fo  warmly ,  what  heat  of  love  may  we  fuppofe  to  have  been  in 
the  5un  of  RighreoufnelTe  ?  If  they  went  faft  toward  the  crown  oi  Mar- 
tyrdom, yet  wc  know  that  the  holy  JESUS  n^ent  before  them  all  -,  no  won- 
der that  he  ccmeth  forth  as  a  bridegroom  from  his  chamber,  and  rejoyceth  as  a^y- 
mt  to  run  his  courfe 

When  the  Difciples  had  overtaken  jESUS,  he  begins  to  them  a  fad  Ho-  2, 

mily  upon  the  old  text  of  fuftering,  which  he  had  well  nigh  for  a  year  toge- 
ther preached  uponjbut  becaufe  it  was  an  unpleafmg  lelTon,  fo  contradi<^o- 
ry  to  thofc  interefts  upon  the  hopes  of  which  they  had  entertained  them- 
feJves,  and  fpent  all  their  delires,they  could  by  no  means  underftand  them: 
for  an  underftandi^ng  prepoifefled  with  a  fancy  or  an  unhandfome  principle, 
conftrues  all  other  notions  to'the  fenfe  of  the  firlt',  &  whatfoever  contradids 
it,  we  think  it  an  objeftion,  fe  that  we  arc  bound  to  anfwer  it.  But  now  that 
it  concerned  CHRIST  to  fpeakfo  plainly ,  that  his  Difciples  by  what  was 
to  happen  within  five  or  fix  dayes  might  not  be  fcandalized,  or  beleeve  ic 
happened  to  jESUS  without  his  knowledge  and  voluntary  entertainment, 
he  tells  them  of  his  furlerings  to  be  accomplifhed  in  this  journey  to  Jeru- 
falem  j  and  here  the  Difciples  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  but  Men,  full  of 
pafTion,  and  indifcreet  afte<ftion ',  and  the  bold  Galilean  S.  Peter ,  took  the 
boldnelTe  to  dehort  his  Mafter  from  fo  great  an  infelicity,  and  met  with  a 
reprehenfion  fo  great,  that  neither  the  Scribes  nor  the  Pharifees,  nor  Herod 
himfelf  ever  met  with  its  parallel  j  jESUS  called  him  Satan^  meaning,  that 
BO  greater  concradid-jon  can  be  offered  to  the  defignesof  GOD,and  hJs  holy 
Son,  then  to  dilTwade  us  from  fufferingj  and  if  we  underftood  how  great  are 
the  advantages  of  a  fuffering  condition,  we  ftiould  think  all  our  daggers 
gilt ,  and  our  pavements  ftrewcd  with  Rofes,  and  our  halters  filken,and  the 
rack  an  indrument  of  pleafure,  and  be  moft  impatient  of  thofe  temptati- 
ons, which  feduce  us  into  eafe,  and  divorce  us  from  the  Croffe,  as  being  op- 
pofite  to  our  greateft  hopes  and  moft  perfed:  defires.  But  ftill  this  humour 
of  S.  Peters  imperfection  abides  amongft  us,  he  that  breaks  off  the  yoke  of 
obedience,  and  unties  the  bands  of  Difcipline,  and  preaches  a  cheap  Re- 
ligion, and  prefents  Heaven  inthemidftof  flowres,  and  ftrewes  Carpet* 
fofter  then  the  Aftan  luxury  in  the  way ,  and  fcts  the  fongs  of  Sion  to 
the  tunes  ofPerfian  and  lighter  aires  ,  and  offers  great  liberty  of  living, 
and  bondage  under  affe^ion  and  fins,  and  reconciles  eternity  with  the 
prefent  enjoyment ,  he  ftiall  have  his  fchooles  filled  witli  Difciples ',  but  he 
that  preaches  the  Croffe  and  the  feverities  of  Chriftianity,  and  the  ftrift- 
neffesofa  holy  life,  fhall  have  the  lot  of  his  bleffed  LORD,  he  fliall  be 
thought  ill  of,  and  defcrted. 

Our  bleffed  LORD  five  dayes  before  his  Paffion ,  fent  his  Difciples  to  a  2. 

village  to  borrow  an  Affe,  that  he  might  ride  in  triumph  to  Jcrufalem  *,  he 
had  none  of  his  own,  but  yet  he  who  was  fo  deer  to  GOD  could  not  want 
what  was  to  fupply  his  needs.  It  may  be,  GOD  hath  laid  up  our  portion 
in  the  repofitories  of  other  Men ",  and  means  to  furniOi  us  from  their 
tables,  to  feed  us  from  their  granaries,  and  that  their  wardrobe  fhall  clothe 
lis  -,  for  k  is  all  one  to  him  to  make  a  fifli  bring  us  money,  or  a  Crow  to 
bring  us  meat,  or  the  ftable  of  our  neighbour  to  furnifn  our  needs  of 
beafts  7  if  he  brings  ic  to  thy  need  as  thou  wantcft  it,  thou  haft  all  the  good 

in 
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■""T"  ~~  in  the  ufe  of  the  Creature,  which  the  owners  can  receive.  And  the  Korfe 
Fart  111.  ^iVich  is  lent  me  in  cliarity  does  me  as  much  eafe ,  and  the  bread  which  is 
given  me  in  almes  feeds  me  as  well  as  the  other  pare  of  it,  which  the  goO(^ 
Man  that  gave  me  a  portion  referved  for  his  own  eating,  could  do  tohia?. 
And  if  we  would  give  GOD  leave  to  mak  provifions  for  us  in  the  wayes  of 
his  own  choofing,  and  not  eft  i  mate  our  wanes  by  our  manner  of  receiving, 
being  contented  that  GOD  by  any  of  his  own  wayes  wil  minifter  it  to  u?,we 
fhould  find  our  caret  eafed,and  our  content  increared,and  our  rhankfulnef!e 
engaged,  and  all  our  moderate  defires  contented  by  the  ratisfad:ion  of  our 
needs.  For  if  GOD  is  pleafed  to  feed  me  by  my  neighbour  charity ,  there 
is  no  other  difference ,  but  that  GOD  makes  me  an  occafion  of  his  ghoftly 
good,  as  he  is  made  the  occafion  of  my  temporal?  and  if  we  think  it  di- 
Iparagement  y  we  may  remember  that  GOD  convey es  more  goodtohjm 
by  me,  then  to  me  by  him  j  and  it  is  a  proud  impatience  to  refufe ,  or  he 
angry  with  GODS  provifions ,  becaufe  he  hath  net  obfervcd  my  circum* 
ftances,and  ceremonies  of  eIe<ftion. 
4*  And  now  begins  that  great  triumph,  in  which  the  holy  jESUS  was  plea- 

fed  to  exalt  hh  office,  and  to  abafe  his  perfon.  He  rode  like  a  poor  Man 
upon  an  Afie,a  beaft  of  burden ,  and  the  loweft  value ,  and  yet  it  was  not 
his  own  J  and  in  that  equipage  he  received  the  acclamations  due  to  a  migh- 
ty Prince,  to  the  Son  of  the  eternal  King ',  telling  us,  that  the  fmalnefle  of 
fortune,  and  the  rudeneffe  ofexteriour  habiliments ,  and  a  rough  wall,  are 
fometimes  the  outfides  of  a  great  glory ',  and  that  when  GOD  means  to  glo- 
rifie  or  do  honour  to  a  perfon ,  he  needs  no  help  from  fecular  advantages^ 
he  hides  great  riches  in  renunciation  of  the  World ,  and  makes  great  he* 
nour  break  forth  from  the  clouds  of  humility,  and  vidory  to  arife  from  yeel- 
ding,  and  the  modefty  of  departing  from  our  intereft ',  and  peace  to  be 
the  reward  of  him  that  fufters  all  the  hoftilities  of  Men  and  Devils  j  for  JE- 
SUS in  this  great  humility  of  his,gives  a  great  probation  that  he  was  the 
Meffias,  and  the  King  of  Sion,  becaufe  no  other  King  entred  into  thofe 
gates,  riding  upon  an  Afie,  and  received  the  honour  of  Hofannah  in  that  un- 
likelyhood  andcontradi<ftion  of  unequal  circumftances. 
g^  The.bleflcd  JESUS  had  never  but  two  dayes  of  triumph  in  his  life  j  the 

one  was  his  transfiguration  upon  mount  Tabor,  the  other,  this  his  riding 
into  the  holy  City.    But  that  it  may  appear  how  little  were  his  joy  es  and 
prefent  cxteriour  complacencies  j  in  the  day  of  his  transfiguration  ^f?/?/ 
and  Elias  appeared  to  him,  telling  him,  what  great  things  he  was  to  fuffer : 
And  in  this  day  of  his  riding  to  Jerufalem  he  wet  the  Palms  with  a  dew 
feveerer  then  the  moiftures  upon  mount  Hermon,  or  the  drops  of  Mannah : 
for  to  allay  the  little  warmth  of  a  fpringing  ;oy  he  let  down  a  fhowxeof 
tears,  weeping  over  undone  Jerufalem  in  the  day  of  his  triumph,  leaving  it 
difputable,  whether  he  felt  n:ore  joy  or  forrow  in  the  ads  of  love  j  for  he 
triumphed  toconlrder,  that  the  redemption  of  the  World  was  fo  neef ',  and 
wept  bitterly  that  Men  would  not  be  redeemed :  His  joy  was  great  to  con- 
fider,  that  himfelf  was  to  fufe  fo  great  fadnel^e  for  our  good ;  and  his  for- 
Palraacitvifto-  row  was  very  great  toconfider,  that  we  would  not  entertain  that  good, 
^'xa's^rergo    that  he  brought  and  laid  before  us  by  his  Pafnon.  He  was  in  figure  as  his  fer- 
1 2CUS  obi,  quo-  vant  S.  Pathfmtius  was  afterwards  in  letter  and  trne  ftory,  CTucjjredup§npa!msy 
njasn  "on  n^]^   wliach  indeed  was  the  Embleme  cf  a  viftory  j  but  yet,  fuch  as  had  leaves 
Tia»rfcbisi  r-v^3Pp^pQJ^jj^jij^y^gxaticii$.  Howerer,  he  entred  into  Jeraialem  drelTed 

in 
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in  gay^^ties,  which  yet  he  placed  under  his  feet  y  but  with  fuch  pomps    p^^  j  j  j^ 

and  folenmities,   each  family  according  to  its  proportion  was  accufto- \ 

med  to  bring  the  Pafchal  Lamb  to  be  (lain  for  the  Pareovcr*,  and 
it  was  not  an  undccent  ceremony,  that  the  Lamb  flain  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world  fhould  be  brought  to  his  flaughrtr  with  the  acknov,'lcdgc- 
ments  of  a  religious  folcmnity ,  becaufe  now  that  real  good  was  to  be  ex- 
hibited to  the  world,  which  thofe  little  Pafchal  Lambs  did  but  (ignifie, 
and  reprcfcBt  in  fliadow  j  and  that  was  the  true  caufe  of  all  the  little  joy  he 
had. 

And  if  we  confider  what  followed,  it  might  feem  alfo  to  be  a  defigne  to  ^, 

heighten  the  doloroufnelTc  of  his  perfon ',  for  to  defcend  froni  the  greateft 
of  worldly  honours ,  from  the  adoration  of  a  GOD,  and  the  acclamations 
to  a  King,  to  the  death  ofaflave,  and  thetornicntsofa  Crolfc,  and  the 
difhonours  of  a  condemned'  criminall,  were  fo  great  ftoopings  and  vaft 
changes,  that  they  gave  height  and  fcnfe  and  excellency  to  each  other. 
This  then  feemd  an  excellent  glory,  but  Indeed  was  but  an  art  and  inftru- 
ment  of  griefv  for  fuch  is  the  nature  ofall  our  felicities,  they  end  ia  fad- 
neffe  and  encreafc  the  fting  offorrows,  and  adde  moment  to  them,  and 
caufe  impatience  and  uncomfortable  remembrances  >  but  the  griefs  of  a 
Chriftian,  whether  they  be  infkances  of  repentance,  or  parts  of  perfecuti- 
on,  or  exercifes  of  patience,  end  in  joy  and  end  leffc  comfort.  Thus  jESUS 
like  a  rainbow  half  made  of  the  glories  of  light,  and  half  of  rhie  moifture  of 
a  cloud,  half  triumph  and  half  forrow,  entred  into  that  town  where  he  had 
done  much  good  to  others,  and  to  himfelf  received  nothing  hut  afironts  \ 
yet  his  tenderneffe  encreafed  upon  him,  and  that  very  journey ,  which 
was  CHRISTS  laft  folemin  vifit  for  their  recovery,  he  doubled  all  the  in* 
ftruments  of  his  mercy  and  their  converllon  *,  he  rode  in  triumph,  the  chil- 
dren fang  Hofmidh  to  him,  he  cured  many  difeafed  perfons,  heweptfor 
them,  and  pitied  them,  and  fighed  out  the  intimations  of  a  prayer,  and  did 
penance  for  their  ingratitude ,  and  ftaid  all  day  there,  looking  about  him 
towards  evening,  and  no  Man  would  invite  him  honie,  but  he  was  fcrced  to 
go  to  Berhany,where  he  was  fore  of  an  hofpitable  entertainment. I  think  no 
Chriftian  that  reads  this,  but  will  be  full  of  indignation  at  the  whole  Cit)^, 
who  for  malice  or  for  fear  durft  not  receive  their  Saviour  into  their  houfes, 
and  yet  we  do  worfe ',  for  now  that  he  is  become  our  LOR  D  with  mightier 
dcmonftrations  of  his  eternal  power,  we  fuffer  him  to  look  round  about  up- 
en  us  for  moneths  and  yeers  together,  and  poflibly  never  entertain  him 
till  our  houfe  is  ready  to  rufh  upon  our  heads,  and  we  are  going  to  unufual 
and  ftranger  habitations.  And  yet  in  the  midft  of  a  populous  and  rautinoui 
City  this  great  King  had  fome  good  fubjeds,  perfons  that  threw  away  their 
own  garments,  and  laid  them  at  the  feet  of  our  LORD,  that  being  devefted 
of  their  own,  they  might  be  reinvefted  with  a  robe  of  his  righteoufneife, 
wearing  that  till  it  were  changed  into  a  ftole  of  glory ',  the  very  ceremony 
of  their  reception  of  the  LORD  became  fymbolical  to  them,  and  expreffive 
ofall  our  duties. 

BiK  I  confider,  that  the  blefled  TESUS  had  afle<!iions  not  leffe  then  infi-  ^^ 

nite  towards  all  mankinde  j  and  he  who  wept  upon  Jerufalem,  who  had 
done  fo  great  defpight  to  him,  and  within  five  dayes  were  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  iniquities,  and  do  an  a<ft,  which  all  ages  of  the  world  could  ne- 
ver repeat  iathc  fame  inAaMce,  did  alio  in  the  Humbcr  of  his  tears  reckon 
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Parcel  1 1     ^""^^''"^  ^^  ^^^  confiderations  and  incentives  of  his  fonow.  And  It  would 

, , '__  well  become  us  toconfider,  what  great  evil  we  do,  when  our  anions  are 

fuch  as  for  which  ourblefTed  LORD  did  weep.  He  who  was  feared  in 
the  bofoni  of  felicity,  yet  he  moiftened  hisfrefh  Lawrells  upon  the  day  of 
his  triumph  with  tears  of  love,  and  bitter  allay.  His  day  of  triumph  was 
a  day  of  forrow,  and  if  we  would  weep  for  our  own  fins,  that  inftancc  of 
forrow  would  be  a  day  of  triumph  and  jubilee. 
8.  From  hence  the  holy  jESUS  went  to  Bethany,  where  he  had  another 

manner  of  reception  then  at  the  holy  city.  There  he  Tupped  i  for  his 
goodly  day  of  triumph  had  been  with  him  a  fafting  day.  And  Mary  Mag- 
fl<z/^«,whohadfpentone  box  of  Nard  piftick  upon  our  LORDS  feet  as  a 
facrifice  of  Eucharift  for  her  converlion ,  now  beftowed  another  in  thank- 
fullnefle  for  the  reftitutlon  of  her  brother  LAx^arus  to  life,  and  configneil 
her  LORD  unto  his  buriall  j  and  here  flie  met  with  an  evil  interpreter  ^ 
Judas ,  an  Apoftle,  one  of  the  LORDS  own  family  pretended  it  had 
been  a  better  religion  to  have  given  it  to  the  poor  j  but  it  was  malice,  and 
the  fpirit  either  of  envy  or  avarice  in  him  that  paiTed  thatfentence ',  for  he 
that  fees  a  pious  aftion  well  done,  and  feeks  to  undervalue  it,  by  telling 
how  it  might  have  been  better,  reproves  nothing  but  his  own  fpirir.  For  a 
man  may  do  very  well,  and  GOD  would  accept  it,  though  to  fay,  he  might 
have  done  better  is  to  fay  onely,  that  adion  was  not  the  moft  perfeft  and 
abfolute  in  its  kinde  j  but  to  be  angry  at  a  religious  perfon  and  without  any 
other  pretence,but  that  he  might  have  done  better /is  fpirituall  envy  j  for  a 
pious  perfon  would  have  nourifiied  up  that  infant  adion  by  love  and  praife, 
till  it  had  grown  to  the  moft  perfed:  ?.nd  intelligent  piety  j  but  the  event 
of  that  man  gave  the  interpretation  of  his  prefent  purpofe  ?  and  however, 
it  could  be  no  other  then  arafh  judgement  of  theaftion,  and  intention,  of  a 
religious,  thankfull,  and  holy  perfon.  But  fhe  found  her  LORD,  who  was 
her  Beneficiary  in  this,  become  her  Patron  and  her  Advocate.  And  lierc- 
afterwhenwe  fhall  tinde  the  Devil  the  great  accufer  of  GODS  faints,  ob- 
jed:  againft  the  piety  and  religion  of  holy  perfons  '■>  a  cup  of  cold  water 
fliall  be  accepted  unto  reward  and  a  good  intention  heightncd  to  the  value 
of  an  exteriour  exprefllon  >  and  a  piece  of  gumme  to  the  equality  of  a 
holocauft,  and  an  a(Sion  done  with  great  zeal  and  an  intenfe  love  to  be 
acquitted  from  all  its  adherent  imperfedions,  CHRIST  receiving  them 
intohimfelf,  and  being  like  the  Altar  of  iucenfe  hallowing  the  very  fmoake, 
and  railing  it  into  a  flame,  and  entertaining  it  into  the  embraces  of  the 
firmament  and  the  bofom  of  heaven.  CHRIST  himfelfwho  is  the  judge 
of  our  adions  is  alfo  the  entertainer  and  objed  of  our  charity  and  duty,and 
the  advocate  of  our  perfons. 

Judas  who  declamed  againft  the  woman,  made  tacite  reflexions  upon 
his  LORD  for  fullering  if,  and  indeed  every  obloquy  againft  any  of 
C  H  R  I S  T  S  fervants  is  looked  on  as  an  arrow  fhot  into  the  heart  of 
CHRIST  himfelf  j  and  now  a  pcrfecution  being  begun  againft  the  LORD 
within  his  own  family,anothcr  was  raifed  againft  him  from  without.  For  the 
chief  priefts  took  crafty  counfel  againft  jESUS,  and  called  a  confif^ory  to 
contrive  how  they  might  deflroy  him  :  and  here  was  the  greateft  reprefent- 
-ment  of  the  goodnelfe  of  GOD  and  the  ingratitude  of  man  that  could  be 
pradifed  or  underftcod.How  often  had  JESUS  poured  forth  tears  for  them, 
now  many  fleeplelTe  nights  had  he  awaked  to  do  them  advantage?How  nmny 

dayes 
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dayes  had  he  fpent  in  Homilies  and  admirable  vifirations  of  mercy  and  cha-    p^rt  11I» 

ricy  incaftingout  Devils,  in  curing  their  lick ,  in  corre<f^ing  rheir  delin- — . 

qiicncies,  in  reducing  them  to  the  wayes  of  fecurity  and  peace ,  and  that 
wemayufe  the  greateft  cxpretVions  in  the  World,  that  is,  his  own,  inga- 
thering  them  as  a  Hen  gatbereth  her  chickens  under  her  vpings,  to  give  them  a 
ftrengrh,  and  warmth,  and  life,  andghoftlynourifhment /*  And  thediief 
Priefts  together  with  their  faftion  ufc  all  arts  and  watch  all  opportunities 
to  get  CHRIST,  not  that  they  might  polfelfe  him,  but  to  deftroy  him,  lit- 
tle confidering  that  they  extinguilh  their  own  eyes,  and  deftroy  that  fprinj 
€f  life,  which  was  intended  to  them  for  a  bliffcful  immortality. 

And  here  it  was  that  the  Devil  Ihewcd  his  promptnelTe  to  furnifh  .    . 

every  evil  intended  perfon  with  apt  inftruments  to  aft  the  very  worft  '^ 

cf  his  intentions  *,  the  Dcyil  knew  their  purpofes  and  the  aptnelfc  and 
proclivity  oi  Judas  ^  and  by  bringing  thefe  together  he  ferved  their  pre* 
fcnc  defigne,  and  his  own  great  intendment.  The  Devil  never  fails 
to  promote  every  evil  purpofe  j  and  except  where  GODS  reftrain- 
ing  grace  does  intervene  and  interrupt  the  opportunity  by  interpofiti* 
on  of  different  and  crofle  accidents  to  ferve  other  ends  of  providence  j 
no  man  eafily  is  fond  of  wickedneflc  •>  but  he  fhall  receive  enough  to 
fuine  hiu).  Indeed  i^ero  and  Julian  9  both  witty  Men  and  powerful, 
defired  to  have  been  Magicians ,  and  could  not  *,  and  although  poffi- 
bly  the  Devill  would  have  correfponded  with  them ,  who  yet  were  al- 
ready his  own  in  all  degrees  of  fecurity,  yet  GOD  permittednotf^^r, 
left  they  Hiight  have  underftood  new  wayes  of  doing  dcfpight  to  Mar- 
tyrs and  affliftcd  Chriftians.  And  it  concerncs  us  ,  not  to  tempt 
G  O  D ,  or  invite  a  forward  enemy  \  for  as  we  arc  furc  the  Devil  i« 
ready  to  promote  all  vitious  defires,  and  bring  them  out  to  execution  j 
fo  we  are  not  fure  that  GOD  will  not  permit  him  *,  and  he  that  de- 
fires  to  be  undone^  and  cares  not  to  be  prevented  by  GODS  reftrain- 
ing  grace  (hall  finde  his  ruine  in  the  folly  of  his  own  defires,  and  be- 
come wretched  by  his  own  eleftion.  ludas  hearing  of  this  congregation  of 
the  Priefts  went  and  offered  to  betray  his  LORD,  md  made  a  covenant,  the 
price  of  which  was  thirty  pieces  of  filver ,  and  he  returned. 

It  is  not  intimated  in  the  hiftory  of  the  life  of  J  E  S  U  S,  that  ludtn  had 
any  malice  againft  the  perfen  of  CHRIST ;  For  when  afterwards  he  faw  * 

the  matter  was  to  end  in  the  death  of  his  LORD,  he  repented*,  but  a 
bafe  and  unworthy  fpirit  of  covetoufnelfe  poflelfed  him  •,  and  the  re* 
li*iues  of  indignation  for  miffing  the  price  of  the  ointraen  t  which  the  ho- 
ly Magddlene  had  poured  upon  his  feet ,  burnt  in  his  bowels  with  a  fecrct  ^ 
•lark  melancholy  fire ,  and  made  an  eruption  into  an  aft,  which  all  ages  of 
the  World  could  never  parallel ',  they  appointed  him  for  hire  thirty  pieces,  J 

and  fome  fay  that  every  piece  did  in  value  equal  ten  ordinary  current  De- 
niers,and  fo  ludas  was  facisfied  by  receiving  the  worth  of  the  three  hundred 
pence,  at  which  he  valued  the  Nard  Piftick.  But  hereafter  let  no  Chriftiaw 
be  afkamed  to  be  defpifed  and  undervalued  v  for  he  will  hardly  meet  fo 
great  a  reproach  as  to  have  fo  difproportioned  a  price  fet  upon  his  life* 
as  was  upon  the  holy  JESUS.  Saint  Mary  Magdalene  thought  it  not  good 
enough  to  aneal  his  facredfeet  j  ludas  thought  it  a  fufficient  price  for 
kis  head*,  for  covetoufnclfeaimesatbafeandlowpurchafcs,  whileft  holy 
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"JZTjtI^     "  lore  is  great  and  comprchcnfive  as  the  bofonie  of  heaven ,  and  aims  at  no- 

. ^ thing  that  is  leffe  then  infinity.The  love  of  GOD  is  a  holy  fountain,  lyn  pjd 

and  pure,  fweetand  falutary,  lafting  and  eteriiall.  The  love  of  money  is 
a  vertiginous  p©ol  fucking  all  into  it  to  def^roy  it.  It  is  troubled  and  une- 
ven, giddy  and  unfafe ,  ferving  no  end  hut  its  own,  and  that  alio  in  a  reft- 
Icfie  and  uneafy  motion.  Tfe  love  of  GOD  fpendsicfelf  upon  him  to 
receive  again  the  reflexions  of  grace  and  benediftion  j  the  love  of  money 
fpendsallits  defires  upon  it  felf  to  purchafe  nothing  butunfatisfyingin- 
ftruments  of  exchange,  or  fupernumerary  provifions,  and  ends  in  diflatif- 
faftion,  andemptinefieof  fpirit,  and  a  bitter  curfe.  S,  Mary  Magdalen  wns 
defended  by  her  LORD  againft  calumny  and  rewarded  with  an  honourable 
mention  to  all  ages  of  the  Church,  befides  the  un^hmjfom  above,  which  ihe 
fhortly  after  received  to  configne  her  to  crowns  and  fceptcrs  *  but 
Judas  was  defcribed  in  the  Scripture  the  book  of  life  with  the  black 
€harad:erof  death,  he  was  difgraced  toeternall  ages  and  prefcntly  after 
ad"ed  his  own  tragedy  with  a  fad  and  ignoble  death. 
1^;  Now  all  things  being  fitted,our  blefled  LORD  fends  two  difciples  to  pre- 

pare the  paffeover,that  he  might  fulfil  the  Iz'wof  Mofes  and  palTefrorn  thence 
to  inftitutions  Evangelicall,  and  then  fulfill  his  fuflerings.  CHRIST  gave 
them  a  figne  to  guide  them  to  the  houfe  *,  a  man  bearing  a  pitcher  of  water  > 
by  which  fome  that  delight  in  myfticall  fignifieations  fay  was  typified  the 
Sacrament  of  Baptrfme ;  meaning,  that  although  by  occafion  of  the  Pafchal 
folcmnity  the  holy  Eucharift  was  firft  inftituted,  yet  it  was  afterwards  to 
be  applyed  to  prattife  according  to  the  fenfe  of  this  accident ',  onely  bap- 
tized perfons  were  apt  fufcipients  of  the  other  more  perfe<ftive  rite,  as 
die  taking  nutriment  fuppofes  perfons  born  into  the  world,  and  within  the 
common  conditions  of  humane  nature.  But  in  the  letter  it  was  an  inftance 
of  the  Divine  omnifcience  who  could  pronounce  concerning  accidents  at 
diftance,  as  if  they  were  prefenf,  and  yet  alfo  like  the  proviUon  of  the  colt 
to  ride  on,  it  was  an  inftance  of  providence,  andfecurityofall  GODS  Tons 
for  their  portion  of  temporalis  *,  JESUS  had  not  a  Lamb  of  his  own  ',  and 
j^flibly  no  money  in  the  bags  to  buy  one ',  and  yet  Providence  was  his 
Guide,  and  the  charity  of  a  good  man  was  his  Proveditore,  and  he  found 
excellent  conveniences  in  the  entertainments  of  ahofpitable  good  man, 
SI3  if  he  had  dwelt  in  Ahabs  Jvory  houfe  and  had  had  the  riches  of  Sekmrn^ 
aid  the  max.  of  liishouiliold. 


The 


The  Pray  er. 

OHsly  King  of  Sien,  eternal  JESVS^  who  with  ireat  hutmlity  Mnd  infinite 
love  didfl  enter  mo  the  holy  city^  riding  upon  an  affe^  that  thou  mighteft  ve* 
71  jy  the  prcdiSions  of  the  Prophets,  and  give  example  of  meekriejje  and  of  the 
lentlc  and  paternal  government^which  the  Eternall  Father  laid  upon  thyjlioulders  > 
he  pleafed  deer  eft  LORD  to  enter  into  rnyfeul  with  trimtiph^trampling  over  aU  thine 
enemies^andgive  me  grace  ts  entertain  thee  with  joy  and  adoration jwith  abjehion  of 
my  own  de fires,  with  lopping  off  all  my  fuperfmus  branches  of  a  tempor  all  condition, 
and  {pending  them  in  the  o^ces  of  charity  and  religion^  and  devefting  my  felf  of 
all  my  defires^  laying  them  at  thy  holy  feet^  that  I  may  bear  the  yoke  and  burden  of 
the  LORD  with  alacrity^  with  love,  and  the  wonders  of  a  fatisfied  and  triumphant 
^irit.  LORD  enter  in  and  take pojfefion^  and  thou  to  whofe  honour  the  veryftones 
WQuldgive  teftimony,  make  myftony  heart  an  inftrument  of  thy  praifes ;  let  me  (lret0 
thy  way  with  powers  of  venue  and  the  holy  Rofary  of  Chriftian  graces^  and  by 
thy  aid  and  example  let  us  alfi  triumph  over  all  our  infirmies  and  hoftilities^  and 
then  lay  our  vi^mes  at  thy  feet,  and  at  laji  follow  thee  into  thy  heavenly  Jerufalem 
with  palms  in  our  hands ,  andjoy  in  our  hearts,  and  eternall  acclamations  on  our  lips^ 
re'joycjng  in  thee,  andfinging  Halehjahs  in  a  happy  eternity,  to  thee  0  biflyKjngof 
Sion,  eternall  JESVS.  Amen. 

2. 

OBlejfedand  Dear  LORD  who  wert  pleafed  to  permit  thy  felf  to  be  fold 
t»  the  ajfemblies  of  evil  perfons  for  a  vtle  price  by  one  of  thy  own 
fervants,for  whom  thou  hadft  done  fo  great  favours,  and  hadft  deftgned  a  crown  and 
a  throne  to  him,  and  he  turned  himf elf  into  afooty  coal  and  entred  into  theportim 
tf  evil  angels ',  teach  us  to  value  thee  above  allthejoyesofmen,topri^e  thee  at 
an  eftimate  heyond.all  the  wealth  of  nature^  to  buy  wifdome,  and  net  t$  fell  it,  to  part 
with  all,  that  we  may  enjoy  thee,  and  let  no  temptation  abufe  our  underftandings'y 
no  lojfe  vex  us  into  impatience  j  no  fiuftration  of  hope  fill  us  with  indignation  ',  no 
preffure  of  calamitous  accidents  make  us  angry  at  thee  the  fountain  of  love  and 
bleffing  \  no  covetoufneffe  tranfport  us  into  thefuburbs  of  hell  and  the  regions  of  fin  % 
but  make  us  to  love  thee  as  well  as  ever  any  creature  loved  thee^  that  we  may  never 
burn  in  any  fir  e^  but  of  a  holy  love,  nor  fink,in  any  inundation,but  what  proceeds  from 
pemtentiaHjhowrs,  and  fufer  no  violence,  but  of  implacable  defines  to  live  with 
thee,  and  when  thou  calleft  us  to  fufer  with  thee,  and  for  thee.  LORD  let  me  never 
he  betrayed  by  my  felf,  or  any  violent  accident  and  importunate  temptation  ;  let  me 
never  be  fold  for  the  vile  price  of  temporal  gain  or  tranfitent  pleafure,  or  a  pleafant 
dream-,  bktfimce  thou  ha,}  bought  me  with  aprice,even  then,  when  thtuwertfold 
thy  felf  Jet  me  never  be  feparated  from  thypojfejfion.  I  am  thine,bought  with  a  price, 
LORDfave  me,  and  in  the  day ^  when  thou  bindeff  up  thy  ]ewels,remember  LORD 
that  Icoft  thee  as  dear  as  any,  and  therefore  caft  me  not  into  the  portion  of  Judas  y 
but  let  mewalka^d  dwell  and  bathe  in  the  field  of  thy  blond,  and  pajfe  from  hence 
pure  and  fan^jped  into  the  fociety  of  the  eleH  Apoftles,receivingmy  part  with  them, 
TlviOV  ^^  %^  ^^^"^''^'^^''"^  <^f^^y  inheritance-,  0  gracms  LORD  andDeerefi 


Con^^derathns  upon  the  wafhtngof  theDifcfples  feet  by 
J'  ES  FSy  And  hisfermon  of  humjkty. 

|He  holy  jESUS  went  now  to  eat  his  laft  Pafchall  fiippcr, 
and  to  unifh  the  work  of  his  legation,  and  to  fulfill  thac 
part  of  the  law  of  Mo^es  in  every  of  its  fmalleft  and  nioft 
minute  particularities ,  in  which  alfo  the  aftions  were  fig- 
nificant  of  fpiritual  duties  j  which  we  may  transferre  from 
the  letter  to  the  fpirit  in  our  own  inftanccs,  that  as  JESUS 
eat  the  Pafchall  Lamb  wirhaftafte  in  his  hand,  with  his 
k>insgirt,  withfandals  on  his  feet,  in  great  hafte,  with  unleavened  bread 
and  with  bitter  herbs :  fo  we  alfo  fhould  do  all  our  ferviccs  according  t® 
«hc  fignification  of  thefe  fyniboles,  leaning  upon  the  crolfe  of  jESUS  for 
aftafte,  and  bearing  the  rod  of  his  government,  with  loins  girt  with  An- 
gelicaH  chaftity,  with  fhoes  on  our  feet,  that  fo  we  may  guard  and  have 
Cttftody  over  our  afie^ions,  and  he  fljod  mth  the  preparation  of  the  Oofpell 
^fpeaccj  eating  in  haile  as  becomes  perfons  hungring  and  rhirfting  after 
righteoufnefle,  doing  the  work  of  the  LORD  zealoufly  and  fervently, with- 
out the  leaven  of  malice  and  fecular  intereft,  with  bitter  herbs  of  Iclf-de- 
ayali  and  mortification  of  our  fenfuall  and  inordinate  defires.  The  fenfe 
andmyfteryof  the  whole  ad  with  all  its  circumftances  is ,  tl  at  we  obey 
all  the  fan<ftions  of  the  Divine  law,  and  that  every  part  of  our  religion  be 
pure  and  peaceable,  chaft  and  obedient,  confident  in  GOD  and  diffi- 
dent in  our  felvcs,  frequent  and  zealous,  humble  andrefigned,  juftand 
and  charitable,  and  there  will  not  eafily  be  wanting  any  juft  circimiftancc 
•o  hallow  and  confecra re  the  action. 
3.  When  the  holy  jESUS  had  finiflied  hislaft  Mofaick  rite  he  defcends 

to  give  example  of  the  firft  fruit  of  evangelicall  graces :  he  rifes  from 
fnpper,  layes  alide  his  garment  like  a  fcrvant ,  and  with  all  the  circumflan- 
.^    .       ,    ces  of  an  humble    miniftery  wafhes   the  feet  of  his  Difciples,  begin- 
,^'  ning  at  the  firft,  S.  Peter,  until  he  came  to  jhidas  the  Tray  tor,  that  we  might 
,       .     ,"'"""  in  one  fcheme  fee  a  rare  conjunaion  of  charity  and  humility,  of  fcif  de- 
Mctr  »^4    nialland  indiftcrency,  reprefented  byapcrfon  glorious  and  great,  their 
f:>$fMm^,(M'  LORD  and  Mafter,  fad  and  troubled  *,  and  he  chofe  to  wafli  their  ^  feet  ra- 
m,  «*f  idje/o       ^^^^  ^^^^  ^j^^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^j.gj^^  ^^^^  ^^^  opportunity  of  a  more  humble 

Mdcirco  ^des  poftureanda  more  apt  fignification  of  his  charity.  Thus  GOD  laycs  every 
podusqaamma- thing  afide,  that  he  may  ferve  his  fervants^  heaven  ftoops  to  earth,  and 
nus  &  caput :  one  abylfc  calls  upon  another,  and  the  miferics  ©f  man,  which  were  next 
quiainlavandu  ^q  infinite  are  excelled  by  a  mercy  cquall  to  the  immenfity  of  GOD. 
Sf'fo 'eV^''  And  this  wafhing  of  their  feet,  which  was  an  accuftomed  civility  and 
ftushsmilitads  entertainment  of  honoured  Grangers  at  the  beginning  of  their  meal, 
&propinquior* CHRIST  deferred  to  the  end  of  the  Pafchall  fuppcr,  that  itmi^ 
^gnificatk)  chas  be  the  preparatory  to  the  fecond ,  which  he  intended  fhoDld  be 
fitatisjquanos  feftivall  to  all  the  world.  S.  Peter  was  troubled  that  the  hands  of  his 
tioaSi?  LORD  fhould  wafhhi^fervants  feet,  thofe  hands  which  had  opened  the 
■•ftrit  Kuperi  cycs  of  the  blindeyind  cured  lepers,  i»nd  healed  all  difcaftJjandwhcn  liftup 
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to  heaven  were  omnipotent,  and  could  re!\ore  life  to  dead  and  buried    pj^^^  m, 

perfons ;  he  counted  it  a  great  indecency  for  him  to  fufier  it  j  but  it  was — , 

no  more  then  was  neceflary,  for  they  had  but  lately  been  earneft  in  di- 
fpute  for  precedency:  and  it  was  of  it  felf  fo  apt  to  fwell  into  tumour  and 
inconvenience,  that  it  was  not  to  be  cured,  but  by  fome  prodigy  of  ex- 
ample, and  miracle  of  humility,  which  the  holy  JESUS  offered  to  them 
in  this  exprelfe  calling  them  to  learn  fome  great  lelTon  *,  a  lellon  which 
GOD  defcended  from  heaven  to  earth,  from  riches  to  poverty ,  from 
flTentiall  innocence  to  the  difreputation  of  a  finner,  from  a  Mafter  to  a 
fervant  to  learn  us,  that  is,  that  wc  fhould  efteem  our  felves  but  juftas 
we  are,  low,  finfull,  miferable,  needy  and  unworthy.  Itfeems  itisa  great 
thing,  that  man  flioald  come  to  have  juft  and  equall  thoughts  of  himfelf, 
that  GOD  ufed  fuch  pow^erfull  arts  to  tranfmit  this  lefTon,  and  engrave 
itinthefpiritsof  meni  and  if  the  receipt  fails,  we  are  eternally  loft  in 
the  mifts  of  vanity,  and  enter  into  the  condition  of  thofe  Angels,  whom 
pride  transformed  and  fpoiled  into  the  condition  of  Devils,  and  upon  Quomodo  non 
confideration  of  this  great  example  Guericus  a  good  man  cryed  out ,  humiliabitur  ho. 
Thou  haft  overcome^  0  LORD,  thou  hafi  overcome  my  pride  j  thh  eX'  mo  lubtamhu- 
cmple  hath  maftered  me,   1  deliver  my  felf  up  into  thy  iwnds ,  never  s'^^^frj 
to  receive  liberty  or  exaltation  but  in  the  condition  of  thy  humbleft    *   ^^^     * 
fervant 

And  to  this  purpofe  S.  Bernardhath  an  affe<ftionate  and  devout  confider-  5* 

'ation,  faying  that  fome  of  the  Angels  as  foonasthey  were  created  had 

*  an  ambition  to  become  like  GOD,  and  to  afpire  into  the  throne,  which 
*GOD  hadappointed  totheholy  JESUS  ineternallages:  when  GOD 
'  created  man  prefently  the  Devil  rubbed  his  leproufie  upon  him,  and  he 
'  would  needs  be  like  GOD  too,  and  Satan  promifcd  him,  that  he  fhould  j 

*  As  the  evill  Angels  would  have  been  like  to  GOD  in  power  and  ma- 
'jefly,  foman  would  have  been  like  him  in  knowledge,  and  have  imira- 

*  ted  thewifdom  of  theeternall  Father.  But  man  had  the  fate  of  Gehe:(}^ 
'  he  would  needs  have  the  talent  and  garments  of  Lucifer ,  and  he  had  alfo 
Miis  plague  j  he  loft  paradife  for  his  pride',  and  now  what  might  befit  the 
'  Son  of  G  O  D  to  do,  feeing  man  fo  loft ,  and  G  O  D  fo  realous  of  his 
'honour  ?  I  fee  (  faith  he  )  that  by  occaiion  of  me  the  Father  loofes  his 
'  Creatures,  for  they  have  all  afpired  to  be  like  me,  and  are  fallen  into 
'the  greateft  infelicities.  Behold  I  will  go  towards  Man  in  fuch  a  forme, 
-'that  whofoever  from  henceforth  would  become  like  me  fhall  be  fo,  and 
'  be  a  gainer  by  i  r.  And  for  this  caufe  the  Son  of  G  O  D  came  from  hea- 
'ven,  and  made  himfelf  a  poor  humble  perfon,  and  by  all  the  aftions  of 
'kis  life  commented  upon  the  prcfent  difcourfe  :  Learn  of  me^  for  lam  ^ 

meek,  and  hu?nble  of  heart :  Blefed  be  that  mercy  and  bounty ,  which  ^^^^"*  ^  ^  '^^^ 
moved  Almighty  G  O  D  to  condefcend  to  that  fo  great  appetite  we  had  of 
■being  like  him,  for  now  we  may  be  like  unto  GOD,  butitmuftbe  by 
humility,  of  which  he  hath  given 43S  an  example  powerfull  as  miracles,  and 
^reat,  as  our  own  pride  and  mifery. 

Aniindeedourblefied  LORD  knowing  that  examples  are  llkemaps  4»i 

and  perfedfchemes,  in  which  the  whole  continent  ir.av  at  once  be  repre^ 
fer.ted  to  the  eye  to  all  the  purpofes  of  art  and  benefit,  did  in  the  latter  end 
of  his  life  draw  up  the  difperfions  and  larger  harveft  of  his  precepts,  bind- 
ing them,  in  the  bundle,  of  great  examples,  and  cafting  them  int6 
^^  Ggg  3  adiofls 


tc2         ^</.5cd.i$.  CONSID.  UPON  HIS  SERMON 

^  Part  III      '  ^^^^"^  ^^  *"^^^  fumttes  totaH  j  for  fo  rhis  aft  of  wafhing  the  feet  of  kis 

_1 6wn  Minjjfers^  and  t/jen  ^;i/?^  for  tbe77ij  and  /or  (z//  bis  enemies  did  preacli 

the  three  great  fummcs  of  Evangelicall  perfedion  with  an  admirable  c- 
nergy  and  abbreviature  y  kwmlhy^  and  chari^y^  and  fuftringf^  being  to 
Chriftianity  ds  the  body ^  and  the /ok/,  and  the /j^/m  arc  to  the  whole  man. 
For  no  man  brings  a  fad  funerall  into  the  theatre  to  make  his  fpefta- 
^  tors  merry,  nor  can  well  preach  chaftity  in  the  impurity  of  the  Bor- 

delli,  or  perfwsde  temperance,  when  himfelf  is  full  of  wine  and  luxu- 
ry, and  enters  into  the  baths  to  boil  his  undigefted  meat,  that  he  may  re- 
turn to  his  fecond  fupper,  and  breaths  forth  impure  belchings  toge- 
Turgidus  hie  e.  ^^^'^  w^^  ^is  homily  j  a  poor  hermit,  or  a  feverely  living   Philofo- 
pulis'acqi  albo    pher,  into  whofe  life  his  own  precepts  have  defcended,  and  his  do- 
ventrelavatHr     ftrine  is  mingled  with  his  foul ,  mingles  alfo  efteft  and  vcrtue  with 
^""leiite  exha'.  homilies,  and  incorporates  his  doftrine  in  the  hearts  of  his  Difciples. 
lame  Mephkes*  ^"^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^y  J^SUS  did  in  his  own  perfon  5  bearing  the  bur- 
PerCrac.S.        den  firft  upon   his  own  fhoulders,  that  we  may  with  better  alacrity 
undergoe  what  our  blcfied   LORD  beares  with  us  and  for  us.    But 
that  we  may  the  better  underftand,  what  our  bleifed  LORD  defigned 
to  us  in  this  lefture,  let  us  confid-er  the  proper  ads  of  humility,  which 
integrate  the  verrue. 

I.  The  firft  is,   CURIStS  humble  man  thinhj  meanly  of  himfelf 9 
^*  and  there  is  great  reafon  every  man  fliould  *,  for  his  body  is  but  rot- 

tennefle  and  infirmity  covered  with  a  fair  mantle,  a  dunghill  overcafi 
with  fnow^  and  if  we  confider  fadly,  that  from  trees  and  plants  come 
oil,  balfame,  wine,  fpices,  and  aromatick  odors,  and  that  fi^om  the  finks 
©f  our  body  HO  fuch  fweet  orfalutary  emanations  are  obferved,  may  at 
left  think  it  unreafonable  to  boaft  our  beauty,  which  is  nothing  but  a  cleer 
and  well  coloured  fkinne,  which  every  thing  in  the  world  can  fpoil ; 
nor  our  ftrength  which  an  ague  tames  into  the  infij-mities  of  a 
childe,  and  in  which  we  are  excelled  by  a  bull  ^  nor  any  thing  of  our 
body  which  is  nothing  but  aw  unruly  fervant  of  the  foul,  marked  with 
charafters  of  want  and  dependance,  and  begging  help  from  all  the  ele- 
ments, and  upon  a  little  difturbance  growing  troublcfome  to  it  felf  by 
its  own  impurities.  And  yet  there  is  no  reafon  in  refpeft:  of  the  foul  for  any 
man  to  exalt  himfelf  above  his  Brother  j  becaufe  all  reafonable  fouls  are 
equal!  9  and  that  one  is  wife,  and  another  is  fooIifh,or  lefle  learned,is  by  ac- 
cident and  extrinfick  caufes  •,  GOD  at  firft  makes  all  alike,  but  an  in- 
difpofed  body,  or  an  inopportune  education  orevilcuftomesfuperinduce 
variety  and  difference ',  And  if  G  O  D  difcerns  a  man  from  his  Brother 
by  diftindion  of  gifts ,  it  alters  not  the  cafe  *,  ftill  the  man  hath  no- 
thing of  himfelf  that  can  call  him  excellent  *,  it  is  as  if  a  wall,  upon 
which  the  funnerefle(Ss  fhould  boaft  it  felf  againft  another  that  ftands 
in  the  fhadow  *,  greater  glory  is  to  be  paid  to  GOD  for  the  difcerning 
$*  gifts  *,  but  to  rake  any  of  it  to  our  felves,  and  rife  higher  then  our  Brother 

Auferantur  om^  q^  advance  our  own  opinion,is  as  if  a  man  fhould  be  proud  of  being  in  debt, 
boruS'ceflcnS  ^"^  ^^'"^  *^  ^^^  greater  excellency ,  that  he  is  charged  with  heavier  and 
HHilatigeftus,Ye's  "i<^re  fcvere  accounts. 

rumhumilem  This  aft  confifts  not  in  declamations  and  formes  of  Satyre  againft 
patientia  often?  Q„f  felves ,  faying  ',  I  am  a  miferablc  finfull  creature,  I  am  proud, 
d«:,s.Hier»      ^  covetows,  OT  ignorant.  It  01  many  men  fey  fo  that  arc  not  willing 
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to  be  thoQghc  fo  *,  neither  is  humility  a  vertne  made  up  of  wearing  old     parriii 

clothes,  or  doing  fervile  and  mean  imployments  by  voluntary  undertake-  . .. 

ing,of  offullen  geftures,  or demi fie  behaviour,  and  artifice  of  lowly  ex- 
preflions :  for  rhefc  .nay  become  fnares  to  invite  and  catch  at  honour ,  and 
then  they  are  collateral!  defignes  of  pride,  anddireft  adions  of  hypocrifie  > 
butitconfiftsinatrueunderftanding  of  our  own  condition,  andafepara- 
ting  our  own  nothing  from  the  good  we  have  received ',  and  giving  to  GOD 
all  the  glory ',  and  taking  to  our  felves  all  the  fliame  and  difhonour ,  due  to 
our  finfull  condition.  He  that  thinks  himfelf  truely  miferable,  and  vilified 
by  fin ,  hates  it  perfedly  *,  and  he?  that  knows  himfelf  to  be  nothing,  can- 
not be  exalted  in  himfelf  j  and  whatfoever  is  l)efides  thefe  twoextrems 
of  a  naturall  nothing  and  a  fupertidded  fin  muft  be  thofe  good  things  wc 
have  received ,  which  becaufe  they  derive  from  GOD  muf\  make  all 
their  returns  thither.  But  t'his  ad- is  of  greater  difficulty  in  perfons  pious, 
full  of  gifts  and  eminent  in  graces ,  who  being  fellow-workers  together 
with  GOD,  fomctimes  growtacitcly  and  without  notice  given  to  confide 
in  thcmfelves,  and  with  fome  freer  phanfie  afcribe  too  much  of  the 
good  adion  to  their  own  choice  and  diligence ,  and  take  up  theit 
crowns,  which  ly  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  fet  them  upon  their 
own  heads.  For  a  finner  to  defire  to  be  efteemeda  finner,  is  no  more  hu- 
mility ,  then  it  is  for  the  fon  of  a  plowman  to  confefle  his  Father  *,  but  in- 
deed it  is  hard  for  a  man  to  be  cried  up  for  a  Saint,to  walk  upon  the  fpire  of 
glory,  and  to  have  no  adherence  or  impure  mixtures  of  vanity  grow  up- 
on the  outfTde  of  his  heart.  All  men  have  not  fuch  heads  to  walk  in 
great  heights  without  giddineffe  and  unfettled  eyes :  Lucifer  and  many 
Angels  walking  upon  the  battlements  of.  heaven  grew  top-heauyand  fell  sHiecfe  vhasAa- 
into  the  ftate  of  devils ',  and  the  Father  of  the  Chriftian  Hermits  S.  An-  tbon. ' 
thony  was  frequently  attempted  by  the  Devil ,  and  follicited  to  vanity^ 
the  Devil  ufually  making  phantaf\ick  noifes  to  be  heard  before  him,  M<ik§ 
room  for  the  Saint  and  fervant  of  God :  But  the  goodman  knew  Chrifls 
voice  to  be  a  low  3^/e  of  humility,  and  that  it  was  the  noife  of  hell,  that 
invited  to  complacencies  and  vanity  ;  and  therefore  took  the  example  of 
the  Apof^Ies,  who  in  the  midft  of  the  greateft  reputation  and  fpirituall  ad- 
vancements were  dead  unto  the  world,  and  feemed  to  live  in  the  ftatc 
of  fcparation.  For  the  true  dating  our  own  Queftion  and  knowing  ouf 
felves  muft  needs  reprefent  us  fet  in  the  mid  ft  of  infinite  imperfeftions, 
loaden  with  (ins,  choaked  with  the  noifes  of  a  polluted  confcience,  perfons 
fond  of  trifles,  negleding  objeds  fit  for  wife  men ,  full  of  ingratitude, 
and  all  fuch  things ,  which  in  every  man  elfe  we  look  upon  as  fears  and  de- 
formities, and  which  we  ufe  to  tingle  out ,  and  take  one  alone  as  fufficienc 
to  difgraceand  difrepute  all  the  excellencies  of  our  Neighbour ',  but  if  wc 
would  efteem  them  with  the  fame  feverity  in  our  felves  and  remember 
with  how  many  of  fuch  objedions  our  little  felicities  are  covered,  it  would 
make  us  charitable  in  our  cenfures,  compafTionate  and  gentle  to  others,  ape 
toexcufe,  andasready  to  fupport  their  weakneiTes,  and  in  all  accidents 
and  chances  to  our  felves  to  be  content  and  thankfull,  as  knowing  the 
worftof  poverty  and  inconvenience  to  be  a  mercy  and  a  fplendid  fortune 
'  in  refped  of  our  demerits.  I  have  read  that  when  the  Duke  of  Candk  had 

*  voluntarily  entred  into  the  incommoditics  of  a  religious  poverty  andre- 

*  tirement,  he  was  one  day  fpied  and  pitied  by  a  lord-of  Italy,  who  out 
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*  of  tearfcrnelTe  wifiicd  him  to  be  more  careful  and  nutritive  of  his  perfon. 
'  The  good  Duke  anfwered.  Sir,  Be  not  troubled,  and  thi.ik  noc  that  I 
'  am  ill  provided  of  conveniencies,for  I  fend  a  Harbinger  betcre+who  makes 
'my  lodgings  ready,  and  takes  cure  that  I  be  royally  entertain'd.  The  Lord 

*  allied  him  who  was  his  Harbinger  ?  he  anfwered  ,  The  knowledge  cf  my 
*relf,andthecon(ideration  ofwhat  I  deferve  for  my  fins,  which  is,  eternal 

*  torments  i  and  when  with  this  knowledge  I  arrri  ve  at  my  lodging,how  un- 
'  provided  foever  I  finde  it,  me  thinks  it  is  ever  better  then  I  deferve.  The 
fum  of  this  meditation  confiUs  in  believing,  and  confidering,  and  reducing 
«o  pradice  thofe  thoughts,  that  we  arc  nothing  of  our  felves ,  that  we  have 
nothing  of  our  own ,  that  we  have  received  more  then  ever  we  can  dif- 
charge,  that  we  have  added  innumerable  fins,  and  that  we  can  call  no- 
thing ourowne,  but  fuch  things  which  we  are  afliamed  to  owne,  and 
fuch  things  which  are  apt  to  ruinc  us.  If  wc  do  nothing  contrary  to  the 
purpofe  and  hearty  perfwalion  of  fuch  thoughts ,  then  we  think  meanly  of 
our  felves ',  and  in  order  to  it,  we  may  make  ufe  cf  this  advice,  ^  to  let  no 
day  pafTe  without  fome  fad  recolleftion  and  memory  of  foniewhat ,  which 
may  put  us  to  confulion  and  mean  opinion  of  our  felveS',  either  call  to 
mind  the  worft  of  our  fins,  or  the  undifcreeteft  of  our  ad:ions,or  the  greareft 
of  our  niame,or  the  uncivilleft  of  our  afironts,any  thing  to  make  us  defcend 
lower,  and  kilfe  the  foot  of  the  mountain  j  and  this  confideration  applyed 
alfo  to  every  tumour  of  fpiricaifoon  as  it  rifes,  niay  poflibly  allay  it. 

2.  Chrifishumbk  man  bears  contumelies  evenly  and  fweetly^  and  de fires  not 
to  be  honoured  by  others.  He  choofes  to  do  thofe  things  that  deferve  honour 
and  a  fair  name,  but  then  eates  not  of  thofe  fruits  himfelf,  but  tranf- 
Biits  them  to  the  ufe  of  others  and  the  glories  of  GOD.  This  is  a  certain 
confequence  of  the  other,  for  he  that  truly  difefteems  himfelf  is  content 
that  others  fnould  do  fo  too  7  and  he,  who  with  fomeregret  and  impati- 
ence hears  himfelf  fcorned  or  ^mdervalued,  hath  not  acquired  ?he  grace  of 
humility  j  which  Serapon  mCaffJan  noted  to  a  young  perfon, v/ho  perpetu- 
ally accufedhimfelf  with  the  greateftfemblances  of  humility  •,  but  WuS  im- 
patient when  5^r^j?7o«  reproved  him.  'Did  you  hope  that  I  would  have 

*  praifed  your  humilityv^nd  have  reputed  you  for  a  Saint  ?  it  is  a  ftrange  per- 
il, perverrum  ma- 'verfenelte  to  defire  others  to  eft eem  highly  of  you  for  that ,  in  which  to 
gis  aut  indigni-  'your  felf  you  feem  moft  unworthy  :  He  that  enquires  into  the  faults  of  his 
"^  ^"p!^"u  ^""  own  aftions, requiring  them  thatfaw  it  to  tell  him  in  what  he  did  amilTe,not 
nfellor 'unded-  ^^  ^^^^"  ^^e  fault,  but  to  engage  them  to  praife  it,  cozens  himfelf  into  pride, 
bi  videris  dete-  and  makes  humility  the  inftrument.  And  a  Man  would  be  afhamed  if  he 
rior.s.Bernard.  were  told  that  he  ufed  ftratagems  for  praife ',  but  fo  glorious  a  thing  is  humi- 
£ft  qui  "eqiuter  |jj.y  ^  j-j^^j.  pj^jj^  ^q  j^jj^  ^^.j.  ^y^^  fhame  puts  on  the  others  vizor ,  it  being 
interiofa  ejus  "^^re  to  a  proud  Mans  purpofes  to  feem  humble  then  to  be  fo.  And  fuch 
func  plena  dolo.  was  the  Cynick,  whom  Lucian  derided  becaufe  that  one  fearching  liis  fcrip 
EcccUs.i  2.1 1  in  exped'ation  to  have  found  in  it  mouldy  bread  or  old  rags,  he  difcovered  a 
Nil  lafcivius  ett  bale  of  dice,  a  box  of  perfumes,  and  the  pidure  of  his  fair  Miftrefle.  Cari- 
Cariilano  fianus  walked  in  hrs  Gown  in  thefeaft  of  Saturne,  and  when  all  Rome 
arabuhuoeatus  ^^^  ^^^  ^°^^^  in  wantonnelfe,  he  put  on  the  long  robe  of  a  Scnatour ,  and 

Marc.  ^  f<^vere  perfon,  and  yet  nothing  was  more  lafcivious  then  he.    But  the 

*  Devil  Pride  prevailes  fometimes  upon  the  fpirit  of  Luft.  Humility  neither 
diredly  nor  by  confequence  feeks  for  praife,  and  fiiffers  it  not  to  reft  upon 
its  own  pavement ,  but  rcflcds  it  all  upon  GOD,  and  receives  all  leficning 
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»nd  inftruments  of  aftVont  anddifgracc,  that  mingle  not  with  fin  or  undc-    pa^j    i  n. 

ccncies,  mere  willingly  then  Panegyricks.    "When  others  have  their  dc-  — 

lires,  thou  not  thine,tne  fayings  of  another  are  efteenied,  thine  flighted  ?  o- 
thers  afk  and  obtain,  thou  beggeft  and  art  rcfufed  j  they  are  cried  up,  thou 
difgraced  and  hifled  at ',  and  while  they  are  iniployed  thou  art  laid  by,as  fit 
for  nothing  •,  or  an  unworthy  perfon  commands  thee  ,  and  rules  thee  like  a 
tyrant  j  he  reproves  thee,  fufpeds  thee,  reviles  thee  ?  canft  thou  bear  this 
fweetly,  and  entertain  the  ufage  as  thy/uft  portion,  and  as  an  accident  moft 
fit  and  proper  to  thy  perfon  &  condition  ?  Doeft  thou  not  raife  Theatres  to 
thy  fclfand  take  delight  in  the  fuppletories  of  thy  own  good  opinion,  and 
the  flatteries  of  fuch,whoni  thouendeereft  to  thee,  that  thei-r  praifing  thee 
fliould  heal  the  wounds  of  thine  honour  by  an  imaginary  and  phancaftick 
reftitution  ?  He  that  Js  not  content  and  patient  in  affronts  hath  not  yet 
learned  humility  of  the  holy  JeSUS. 

3.  AsChrifts  humble  man  is  cement  in  a  fronts  and  not  greedy  of  paife  ^  fi  0. 
when  it  is  prefented  to  him^  he  takes  no  contentment  in  it  y  and  if  it  be  eafie  to 

want  piaife  when  it  is  denied ,  yet  it  is  harder  not  to  be  delighted 
with  it,  when  it  is  offered  j  but  there  is  much reafon  that  we  fhould  pun 
reflraints  upon  our  felves ,  Icaft  if  we  be  praifed  without  defertwe  finde  a 
greater  judgement  of  GOD,  or  if  we  have  done  well  and  received  praife  r^nta  a  confi- 
for  i  r,  we  loofe  all  our  reward,  which  GOD  hath  dcpofited  for  them,  that  dtra-Ionecrepi* 
receive  not  their  good  things  in  this  life.  For  as  filver  is  tried  in  the  melter^  dac  ( David)  ne 
and  goldintheChryfoble',[ois  a  wan  tryed  by  the  mouth  of  him  that  praife s  ^"^'J*^j"["r^^!* 
him  •,  that  is,  he  is  either  clarified  from  his  drolfe  by  looking  upon  the  praife  ^^^  fu"  t^^n  ajus 
as  a  homily  to  teach,and  an  inftrument  to  invite  his  duty,or  elfe,  if  he  be  aJ-  Dei  judicivm 
ready  pure,  he  is  confolidated,  ftrengthened  in  the  fobriety  of  his  fpirit,and  inveniar,  auc  de 
retires  himfelf  defer  into  the  ftrengths  and  fecurities  of  humility.  Nay  this  }^'^  '"  ^  &^i^nr 
l^ep  of  humility  ufes  in  very  holy  perfons  to  be  enlarged  to  a  delight  in  af-  J-^^^p^^cns  prae-' 
fronts  and  dificputation  in  the  world:  Now  I  begin  to  be  Chrif}sDifciple  (fd\d  miumperdat.  s, 
/^»4t7M/theMartyr,whei;inhisjourney  toRomehe  fuflered  perpetuall  re-  Grcgor. 
vilings  and  abufe)S.Frf«/  re'yoyced  in  his  infirmities  and  reproach'^znA  all  the  A- 
poftlesat  ]erufalem  went  from  the  tribunall  rejoycing^  that  they  were  efleemed 
ivorthy  to  fufer  JJ}ame  for  the  name  ofjefus.  This  is  an  excellent  condition 
and  degree  of  humility,  ^xvijchoofe  toadde  one  that  is  lefTe  ,  butinaU 
perfons  necelfary. 

4.  Chrifts  humble  Man  is  careful  never  tofpeak.any  thing  that  may  redound  to  J. 
his  ownpraife^  unletfe  it  be  with  adefigneof  charity  or  diJty  7  that  either 
GODS  glory  or  the  profit  of  his  neighbour  be  concerned  in  it,  but  never 
fpeaking  with  a  defigne  to  be  efteemed  learned  or  honourable.  S.  Arfenius 

had  been  Tutour  to  three  Cdifars^  Tbeodefms,  Arcadius^  and  Honorius  j  but 
afterwards  when  he  became  religious,  no  word  efcaped  him  that  might 
reprefent  and  tell  of  his  former  greatneOe:  audit  is  obferved  concerning 
5.  Jerome,  that  although  he  was  of  noble  extradion,  yet  in  all  his  own  wri- 
tings theie  is  not  the  fmallefl:  intimation  of  it.  This  I  defire  to  be  under- 
ftood  onely  to  the  fenfe  and  purpofes  of  humility,  and  that  we  have  no  de- 
fignes  of  vanity  and  phancy  in  fpeaking  learnedly  or  recounting  our  ex- 
teriour  advantages",  but  if  either  theprofitof  our  brother,  or  the  glory 
of  GOD,  if  either  there  be  piety  or  charity  in  the  defigne,  it  is  lawful  to 
publini  all  thofe  excellencies  with  which  GOD  hatb  diftinguifhed  us  from 
others.The  young  MarqueJTe  of  C^ilion  being  to  do  publick  exercife  in 

courfe 
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"T  rJl  his  courfe  of  Philofophy,  made  it  a  cafeofconfeience,  whether  he  were 
'^^^  ^^^'  bound  to  difputc  his  beft ,  fearing  left  vanity  might  tranfport  him  in  the 
midft  of  thofe  praifes,  which  his  collegiats  might  give  him.  It  was  an  excel- 
lent confideration  in  the  young  Gentleman  j  but  in  actions  civil  and  hu- 
mane? flnce  the  danger  is  not  fo  immediate  '•,  and  a  Httle  complacency  he* 
coming  the  inftruraent  ofvertue  and  encouragement  of  ft udies  may  with 
like  care  be  referred  to  GOD  as  the  giver,  and  ceJebratehis  praifes  j  he 
wight  with  more  fafety  have  done  his  utmoft,it  being  infome  fenfe  a  duty 
to  encourage  others ,  to  give  account  of  our  graces  and  our  labours ,  and 
all  the  appendant  vanity  may  quickly  be  fuppreiTed.  A  good  name  may 
give  us  opportunity  of  pcrfwading  others  to  their  duty  ,  efpecially  in  an 
age,  in  which  Men  choofe  their  dodrines  by  the  Men  that  preach  them  : 
and  S.  Pml  ufed  his  liberty,  when  he  was  zealous  for  his  Corinthian  Disci- 
ples, but  rcftrained  himfelf,  when  it  began  to  make  reflexions  upon  his 
own  fpirit  '■,  but  although  a  good  name  be  necelfary ,  and  in  order  to  fuch 
good  ends,  whither  it  may  ferve,  it  is  lawful  to  defire  it :  yet  a  great  name, 
and  a  pompous  honour  and  fecular  greatnefte  hath  more  danger  in  it  to  our 
felves  then  ordinarily  it  can  have  of  benefit  to  others  ?  and  although  a  Man 
may  ufe  the  greateft  honours  to  the  greateft  purpofes,  yet  ordinary  per- 
fons  may  not  fafely  defire  them  j  becaufe  it  will  be  found  very  hard  to 
have  fuch  myfterious  and  abftraded  confiderations ,  as  to  feparate  all  our 
proper  inter  efts  from  the  publick  end.  To  which  I  addc  this  confideration, 
That  the  contempt  of  honom*?  and  the  inftant  purfuit  of  humility  is  more 
efFcftive  of  theghoftly  benefit  of  others,  then  honours  and  great  dignities 
can  be,  unlefle  it  be  rarely  and  very  accidentally. 

If  we  need  any  new  incentives  to  the  pra^ice  of  this  grace,  I  can  fay  no 
more,  but  that  Humility  is  truth,  and  Pride  is  a  lye  *,  that  the  one  glorifies 
GOD,  the  other  diflionours  him  :  Humility  makes  Men  like  Angels,  Pride 
makes  Angels  to  become  Devils  j  that  Pride  is  folly, Humility  is  the  tem- 
per of  a  holy  fpirit  and  excellent  wifdom  •,  that  Humility  is  the  way  to  glo- 
ry. Pride  to  ruine  and  confufion  •,  Humility  makes  Saints  on  earth ,  Pride 
undoes  theffij  Humility  beatifies  the  Saints  in  Heaven,  and  the  Elders 
throw  their  Crowns  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne  *,  Pride  difgraces  a  Man  a- 
mong  all  the  foci  e  ties  of  earth  :  G  OD  loves  one,  and  Satan  follicites  the 
caufe  of  the  other,  and  promotes  his  ownintereftin  itmoftofallj  and 
there  is  no  one  grace  in  which  CHRIST  propounded  himfelf  imitablefo 
fignally,  as  in  this  of  Meekneffe  and  Humility  *,  for  the  enforcing  of  which 
he  undertook  the  condition  of  a  fervant  and  a  life  of  poverty ,  and  a  death 
ofdifgracc',  and  wafhed  the  feet  ofhis  Difcip?es,  and  even  of  y«^rff  him- 
felf ,  that  his  a^ion  might  be  turned  into  a  Sermon  to  preach  this  duty,  and 
to  make  it  as  eternal  as  his  own  ftory. 
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0//b/>  and  eternal  JESVS^  who  wert  pleafed  to  lay  afide  the  glories 
and  incomprehenfible  Majefly  ^  vehkh  clothed  thy  infinity  frotn  before  the 
beginning  »f  Creatures,  and  didji  put  on  a  cloud  upon  thy  brighinejfe,  and  wert 
invefled  with  the  impure  and  imperfe^  broken  robe  of  humane  nature ,  and 
didji  abate  thofe  fplendors  which  brok^  through  the  veile^  commanding  De- 
lib  not  to  publijb  thee ,  and  Men  not  to  proclaim  thy  excellencies,  and  the 
Apojfles  not  to  reveale  thofe  glories  of  thine,  which  they  difcovered  encir- 
cling thee  upon  mount  Tabor  in  thy  transfiguration,  and  didft  by  perpetual 
Homilies  and  fymbolical  myjlerious  anions,  as  with  deep  charaUers,  engrave 
humility  int9  the  fpirits  of  thy  Difciples,  and  the  difcipline  of  Chrifiianity: 
teach  us  to  approach  near  to  thefe  thy  glories ,  which  thou  baj\  fa  covered 
with  a  cloud,  that  we  might  without  amazement  behold  thy  excellencies  y 
make  us  to  imitate  thy  gracious  condefcenfions ,  tak^  from  us  all  vanity  and 
phantaftick.  complacencies  in  our  own  perfons  or  anions;  and  when  there 
arifes  a  reputation  confequent  to  the  perfoiwance  of  any  part  of  our  duty^ 
make  us  to  reflet  the  glory  upon  thee,  fuffering  nothing  to  adhere  to  our 
own  fpirits  but  Jf)ame  at  our  own  imperfe^ion ,  and  thankee fulnejfe  to  thee 
for  all  thy  afjjfances  j  let  us  never  feek.  the  praife  of  Men  from  unhand- 
fome  anions,  from  flatteries,  and  unworthy  difcourfes ,  nor  entertaine  the 
praife  with  delight ,  though  it  proceed  frtm  better  principles ',  but  fear  and 
tremble  left  we  deferve  punijhment  or  loofe  a  reward ,  which  thou  haft  de^ 
pofited  for  all  them  that  feek  ^h  glory ,  and  defpife  their  own ,  that  they 
may  imitate  the  example  of  their  LORD.  7hou  0  LORD ,  dtdft  triumph 
over  Sin  and  Death ,  fubdue  alfo  my  proud  under^anding ,  and  my  prouder 
affe^ions ,  and  bring  me  under  thy  yoke ,  that  I  may  do  thy  work-,  ^nd  o- 
bey  my  Supertours,  and  be  a  fervant  §f  all  my  brethren  in  their  necejfities, 
and  efteem  my  felf  inferiour  to  all  Men  by  a  deep  fenfe  of  my  own  unwor* 
thineffe,  and  in  all  things  may  obey  thy  Uws  and  conform  to  thy  precedents yand 
enter  into  thine  inheritance^  0  holy  and  etemdIESVS.  Amtn. 
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Difcourfe   XVIIL 


Z^pon  the  infiitution  and  reception  of  the 

holy  Sacrament  of  the  LORDS 

Supper. 


S  the  fan  among  the  ftai's,  and  Man  among  the  fublunary  crea- 

''  ^l%\^;   tares  is  the  mofteminent  and  noble^the  Prince  of  the  infcri- 

^   oijrs,and  their  meafure,or  their  guide :  fo  is  this  aftion  among 


all  the  inftances  of  religion  >  it  is  the  moftperfeftand  con- 
fnniniate,  it  is  an  union  of  niifteries ,  andaconfolidation 
of  duties,  it  joyns  GOD  and  man,  and  confederates  all  the  focieties  of 
men  in  mntnall  coinplexions,  and  the  entertainments  of  an  e>:  cell  en  t  cha- 
rity j  it  a<ftually  perforn^s  all  that  could  be  necefiary  for  man,  and  it  pre- 
fents  to  man  as  great  a  thing  as  GOD  could  give  :  For  it  is  impoflible  any 
thing  fhould  be  greater  then  himftlf.  And  when  GOD  gave  his  Son  to  the 
world  it  could  not  be ,  but  he  fl^ould  give  us  dl  things  elfe  ?  and  therefore 
this  blelfed  Sacrament  Is  a  coniigning  us  to  all  felicities ,  becaufe  after  a 
myfteriousand  ineffable  manner  we  receive  him,  who  is  light  and  life,  the 
fountain  of  grace,  and  the  fanftifier  of  our  fecular  comforts ,  and  the  au- 
thour  of  holinefle  and  glory.  But  as  it  was  at  firft,  fo  it  hath  been  ever 
fince,  Chrjft  came  int§  the  world  and  the  world  knew  him  not :  fo  Chrift  hath 
remained  in  the  world  by  the  communkations  of  this  Sacrament ,  and  yet 
he  is  not  rightly  underftood,and  lefle  truely  valued.  But  Chrift  may  fay  to 
•  us  as  once  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  Woman  if  thou  didfl  know  the  gift  of 
GOV  ^  andwhoitis  that  [peaks  to  thee ^  thou  wouldft  ask^  him.  So  if  we  were 
fowife  or  fo  fortunate  to  know  the  excellency  of  this  gift  of  the  LORD,  it 
would  fill  us  full  of  wonder  and  adoration,  joy  and  thankfulIneUe  ,  great 
hopes  and  aftuall  felicities,  making  us  heires  of  glory  by  the  great  additions 
and  prefent  increment  of  grace. 
2.  After  [upper  JESVS  took,  bread  and  bleffed  it  ~]  and  made  it  to  be  a  hea- 

venly gift',  He  gave  fhem  bread  ind  told  them,  it  was  his  body;  that  body 
which  was  broken  for  redemption  of  man  ,  for  the  falvation  of  the  world. 
l.Cor.l©.!^.  S.Paul  calls  it  [bread]  even  after  confecration  i  the  Breads  which  we 
breaks  is  it  not  the  communication  of  the  body  of  Chrift^  fo  that  by  divine 
faith  we  are  taught  to  eyprelTe  our  belief  of  this  miyftery  in  thefe  woids  j 
[The  bread,  when  it  is  ccnfecrated  and  made  facramentall  is  the  body  of 
our  LORD  •■•  and  the  fra<^ion  and  diftribution  of  it  is  the  communication 
of  that  body ,  which  died  for  us  upon  the  Crofie  y  "]  He  that  doubts  of  ei- 
ther of  the  parts  of  this  proportion  muft  either  think,  CHRIST  was  not 
able  to  verifie  his  word ,  and  to  n^ake  kread  by  his  benedidion  to  become 

to 
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TO  us  to  be  his  body,  or  that  S.  Faul  did  not  well  interpret  and  under-    part   III. 

Itand  this  myftery,  when  he  called  it  brend.  CHRIST  reconciles  them 

both ,  calling  hinifelf  the  bread  of  life  y  and  if  we  be  offended  at  it,  hccaufc 
it  isaljve  and  therefore  leffeapt  to  become  jtw<i,we  are  invited  to  it  becaufc 
it  is  bread  *,  and  if  the  facrament  to  others  Teem  lelfe  niyfterious,becaure  it  is 
kread^yvcirc  heightnedin  our  faith  and  reverence  becaufe  it  is  life'y  The 
breadoftheSacramentisthelifeofourfoul,and  thebody  ofour  LORD  is 
now  conveyed  to  us  by  being  the  bread  of  the  Sacrament.  And  if  weconfi- 
der  how  ealie  it  is  to  faith ,  and  how  impofTiWc  it  feemes  to  curiofity ,  wc 
fhall  be  taught  confidence  and  modefty,a  refigning  our  underftanding  to  the 
voice  of  CHRIST  and  his  Aponies,and  yet  expr effing  our  own  articles  as 
CHRIST  did,  in  indefinite  fignifications.  And  pofilbly  it  may  not  well  con- 
fift  with  our  duty  to  be  inquihtive  into  the  fecrets  of  the  kingdom,which  wc 
fee  by  plain  event  hath  divided  the  Church ,  almoft  as  much  as  the  Sacra- 
Rient  hath  united  it,  and  which  can  onely  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  fchooi, 
and  of  evil  men,  to  make  Qneftions  for  that,  and  fa^ions  for  thefe,  but  pro- 
mote not  the  ends  of  a  holy  life,obedience  or  charity. 

Some  fo  obferve  the  lirerall  fcnfe  of  the  words,that  they  underftand  them  3; 

alfo  in  a  natural.  Some  fo  alter  them  by  metaphors  &  preternatural  llgninca- 
tions>rhat  they  will  not  underftand  them  at  all  in  a  proper. We  fee  it,we  feel 
it,we  taft  ir,and  we  fmel  it  to  be  breadjand  by  Philofophy  we  are  lead  into  a 
beleef  of  that  fubftance,whofe  accidents  thefe  are,  as  we  arc  to  believe  that 
to  be  tire,which  burns  and  flames  &  fhines  j  but  Chrift  alfo  afhmed  concern- 
ing it^this  is  my  body  j  And  if  Faith  can  create  an  alfenc  as  ftrong,as  its  obje<S 
is  infaHible,or  can  be  ascertain  in  its  conclufion,as  fenfeis  certain  in  itsap- 
prehenfions,  we  muft  at  no  hand  doubt,but  that  it  is  CHRISTS  body.  Let 
the  fenfe  of  that  be  what  it  w!ll,fothatwe  believe  thofc  words,  And  (what- 
foever  that  fenfeis,  which  CHRIST  intended)  that  we  no  more  doubt  in 
cur  faith,  then  we  do  in  our  fenfe,  and  then  our  Faith  is  not  reprove- 
able.  Itis  Atfr^  to  do  fo  much  violence  to  our  /?w/e,  as  not  to  think  it  bread: 
But  it  is  more  unfafe  to  do  fo  n>uch  violence  to  our  Faith  as  not  to  be- 
lieve it  to  be  CHRISTS  body.  But  it  would  be  confidered,  that  noin- 
tereftof  religion,  no  faying  of  CHRIST,  no  reverence  of  opinion,  no 
facrednelfc  of  the  myftery  is  difavowcd ,  if  wc  believe  both  what  we  hear 
and  what  vre  fee.  He  that  believes  it  to  be  bread ,  and  yet  verily  to  be 
CHRISTS  body  is  oncIy  tycd  alfo  by  implication  to  believe  GODS 
omnipotence ,  that  he  who  affirmed  it  can  alfo  verifie  it.  And  they 
that  are  forward  to  believe  the  change  of  fubftance  can  intend  no  more, 
but  that  it  be  believed  verily  to  be  the  body  of  our  LOR  D.  And  if  they 
think  it  impoHible  to  reconcile  its  beinghread,with  the  verity  of  being 
CHRISTS  body,  let  them  remember,  that  themfelves  are  put  to  more 
difficulties,  and  to  admit  of  more  miracles,and  to  contradift  more  fcien- 
ces,  and  to  refufe  the  teftimony  of  fenfe  in  affirming  the  fpecial  manner 
of  Tranfubftantiation.  And  therefore  it  were  fafer  to  admit  the  words  in 
their  firft  fence  ,  in  which  we  fhall  no  more  be  at  war  with  reafon,  norfo 
much  with  fenfe  and  not  at  all  with  faith.  And  for  perfons  of  the  con- 
tradidcry  pcrfwafion,  who  to  avoid  the  narurall  fence  affirm  it  onely 
to  be  figurative ,  fince  their  defigne  is  onely  to  make  this  facramcnc 
to  be  CHRISTS  body  in  the  fenfe  of  faith ,  and  not  of  Vhy/ofophy^ 
Aey  may  rcmcwbcr  that  its  being  really  prcfcHC,  docs  not  feind«r,  but 

tha{ 
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PiTt  III.       ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  reality  may  be  fpiritiull  ^  and  if  it  be  CHRISTS  body,  fo  it  be 

. ,  notaffirmcdfuch,  in  anaairall  fenfe and  manner,  itisftill  onely  theobjcft 

of  faith  and  fpirit  >  and  if  it  be  affirmd  onely  to  be  fpiritiiall,  there  is  the.i 
no  danger  to  Faith  in  admitting  the  words  of  CHRISTS  ,infricutioi-i,  This  is 
my  Body.  Ifuppofe  it  to  be  a  miftake  to  think  whatfoever  is  reall  niuft  be 
natural!,  and  it  is  no  leflTe  to  think  fpirituall  to  beoflely  figurative  j  that's 
too  much,  and  this  is  too  little ;  Philofophy  and  Faith  may  well  be  recon- 
ciled, and  whatfoever  objedion  can  invade  this  union  may  be  cured  by 
modefty.  And  if  we  prcfefie  we  underftand  not  the  manner  of  this  myftery, 
we  fay  no  more,  but  that  it  is  a  my  ftery  •,  and  if  it  had  been  neceflaiy  we 
fhould  have  conflrued  it  into  the  mnft  latent  fenfe,CHRIST  himfelf  would 
I. Cor.  10.  have  given  a  Clavis ,  and  taught  the  Church  to  imlock  fo  great  a  fecret. 
I  ^.i  7.  CHRIST  faid,  thifis  my  body,  this  is  my  bloodiS.  Paul  faid,  the  bread  ofblejfing 

that  we  break  is  the  cotnmunication  oftbebodyofchrift,  and  the  chalice  which 
vpe  blefje  is  the  commmica\ion  of  the  blood  of  CHRIST.  And,  we  all  are  one 
Chryfoff  notat  ^^^y-t^^^^^f^^^  eat  of  one  bread.  Onepropolitionafwell  asthcorher,is  the 
MMum  mn  "^^^^^^  ^^  ^^'^^'  ^"^  ^^*^  ^^^^^^'  of  ^hera,  is,  alfo  of  fenfe*.  One  is  as  literall  as 
to^e  oaneeffe  ^^^  other,  and  he  that  diftingui flies  in  his  belief ,  as  he  may  place  the  im- 
"lo  Iw  fed  P^'Opriety  upon  which  part  he  pleafe,  and  either  fay  it  if  improperly  called 
Ko^imtAf  t5  ^read,  or  improperly  called  CHRISTS  body  :  fo  he  can  have  nothing  to  fe- 
^  ^  ,  cure  his  propoficion  from  errour  5  or  himfelf  from  boldnefle  in  decreeing 
«^«5«  ?:P'r»,  concerning  myfteries  againft  the  teftimoniesof  fenfe,  or  beyond  the  mo 
trtiit'  defty  and  fimplicity  of  Chriftian  Faith.  Let  us  love  and  adore  the  abylTe  of 
tLo  «  ^r7  ^^vine  wifdom  and  goodnelfe,  and  entertain  the  Sacrament  with  juft  and 
^amVn^P  holy  receptions,  and  then  we  Ihall  receive  all  thofe  fruits  of  it ,  which  an 
^- .  V^^'^'  earneft  difputer,  or  a  peremptory  dogmatizer,  whether  he  happen 
tmicipmficit  ^^^^  *^^  wrong  hath  no  warrant  toexped  upon  the  intereft  of  hisopi- 

verbum^  ^yDet        [^  ^^^  inftitutlon  of  this  Sacrament  Chrlft  manifeftcd  firft  his  Almighty 

ta^t'm  ^i'^'-'    PowerjSecondly  his  infinite  wifdomUnd  thirdly  his  unfpeakcable  charity. 

fibi  ^    di  ^-^^^    Firft,his  power  is  manifcft  in  makingthe  fymboles  to  be  the  infrruments  of 

j     vena  ca  9    conveying  himfelf  to  the  fpirit  of  the  receiver '-,  he  nourillies  the  foul  with 

tarT^T  /?  ^^^  hread,  and  feeds  the  body  with  a  f4crament ;  he  makes  the  body  fpirituall 

f    Kepsejt.      by  his  graces  there  miniftred:  And  makes  the  fpirit  to  be  united  to  his  bo- 

^'  dy  by  a  participation  of  the  Divine  nature:  In  the  Sacrament  that  body, 

which  is  reigning  in  heaven,  is  expbfed  upon  the  table  of  bleffing,  and  his 

body  which  was  broken  for  us  ■^s  now  broken  again,  and  yet  remains  impaf- 

fible.  Every  confecrated  portion  of  bread  and  wine  does  exhibite  CHIRST 

intirely  to  the  faithful!  receiver,  and  yet  CHRIST  remaines  one  .  vhile  he 

is  wlioUy  miniftred  in  looco  portions  ?  fo  long  as  we  call  thefe  myfteri- 

ous ,  and  make  them  intricate  to  exercife  our  foith ,  and  to  reprefent  the 

wonder  of  the  my  ftery,  and  to  encreafe  our  charity,  our  being  inquifitive 

into  the  abyfle  can  have  no  evil  purpofes.  God  hath  infticuted  the  rite  in  vV- 

fible  fymbols  to   make  the  feciet  grace  as  prefentiall  and difcerneable  as  it 

Hiight,  tliatby  aninftrumentof  fenfe  our  fpirits  might  bje  accommodated 

•i&  with  an  exteriour  objc(S  to  produce  an  internal!  a^.  Bur  it  is  the  prodigy 

of  a  miraculous  power  l>y  inftrunients  fo  eafie  to  produce  effeds  (o  glorious*, 

this  then  is  the  obied:  of  rvmder  and  adoration, 

5.  2.  And  this  elied  of  power  does  alfo  remark  the  Divine  wifdom,  who 

hack  ordained  fuch  fvmboles,  which  not  anely  like  fpittleand  clay  toward 

the 
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ihc  curing  blinde  eyes  proclaim  an  Almighty  Power,  but  they  arcappofire  "^"7^  j"^ 

and  proper  to  (ignirie  a  duty,  and  become  to  us  like  the  word  cf  life,  and [ 

from  bread  they  ciTn  into  a  Homily.  For  therefore  our  v/lfcft  Mailer  harh 
appointed  Bread  and  Wine,  that  we  may  be  corporally  united  to  him  ,  that 
as  tl-iefymbols  becoming  nutriment  are  turned  into  thefubftanceofour 
bodies,  fo  CHRIST  being  the  food  of  our  foules  fhould  affimilate  us ,  ma- 
king us  partakers  of  the  Divine  Nature.  It  alfo  te!s  uz^  that  from  hence  wc 
derive  life  and  holy  motion  5  for  in  himrci  IJve^  andmove^  and  have  our  be- 
pi£.  He  is  the  ftarte  of  our  life  ,  and  the  light  ©four  eyes ,  and  the  ftrength 
of  our  fpirif,  He  is  the  viand  for  our  journey ,  and  the  antepaft  of  Heaven  ', 
and  becaufe  this  holy  myftery  was  intended  to  be  a  Sacrament  of  union, 
that  leflbn  is  morally  reprefented  in  the  fymbols  y  that  as  the  falutary 
juice  is  exprelfed  from  many  clufters  running  into  one* Chalice,  and  the 
Bread  is  a  maffe  made  of  marfy  grains  of  Wheat  j  fo  we  alfo  (as  the  Apoftlc 
infers  from  hence,  himfelf  obferving  the  analogy)  fiiould  be  one  bre.id  and  one 
body,  becaufe  voe  partake  of  that  one  bread.  And  it  were  tobewifhed,  thac 
from  hence  alfo  all  Chriflians  would  underftand  a  lignification  of  another 
duty,  and  that  they  would  often  communicate  ,  as  remembring  that  the 
foul  may  need  a  frequent  miniftration,  as  well  as  the  body  its  daily  portion. 
This  confideiation  of  the  Divine  Wifdom  is  apt  to  produce  reverence,  humili- 
t),andfubmijfion  of  our  underflanding  to  the  immenfity  of  GODS  unfearchable 
abyfles.  ^. 

5.  But  the  ftory  of  the  love  of  our  deerefi  LORD  is  written  in  largeft  cha-  y*'  ^ 

rac^ers,  who  not  on^ly  was  at  that  inftant  bufie  in  doing  Man  the  grcateft 
-good,  even  then,  when  Man  was  contriving  his  death  and  his  difhonour, 
but  contrived  to  reprefent  his  bitter  Paffion  to  us  without  any  circumftan-  ■ 
ces  of  horrcur,  in  fymboles  of  pleafure  and  delight,  that  r^e  may  tafle  and 
fee  how  gracious  our  LORD  is  who  would  not  tranfmit  the  record  of  his  VaC- 
fion  to  us  in  any  thing  that  might  troubie  us ;  no  love  can  k  greater  then  , 
that  which  isfo  beatincal,as  to  beftow  the  greatefi  good ',  and  no  love  can  be 
better  expreffed  then  that,  which  although  it  is  produd:ive  of  the  grearefi: 
blefrings,yct  is  curious  alfo  to  obferve  thefmallefl  circwnftances.  And  not  onely 
both  thefe,  but  many  other  circumftances  and  arguments  of  love  concw  in 
the  holy  Sacrament,  i .  It  is  a  tendernelfe  of  affedion  that  minifters  whole- 
fome  pnyfick  with  aits  and  inftruments  of  pleafure  j  and  fuch  was  the  chari- 
ty of  our  LORD ,  who  brings  health  to  us  in  a  golden  Chalice*,  life,  not  in 
thei>itter  drugs  of  Egypt,  but  in  fpirits  and  quinteflences  ;  giving  us  apples 
of  Paradife,  at  the  fame  time  yeelding  food,  and  health,  and  pleafure.  2. 
Love  defires  to  do  all  good  to  its  beloved  obje<ft ,  and  thac  hthegreatejf 
love  yvhich  gives  us  thegreateft  bkfjings ',  and  the  Sacrament  therefore  is  the 
argument  of  his  greateft  love,  for  in  it  we  receive  the  honey  and  the  honey  - 
comb,  the  Pafchal  Lamb  with  his  bitter  herbs,  CHRIST  with  all  his  griefs, 
and  his  PafTion  with  all  the  falutary  eft'eds  of  it.  5.  Love  defires  to  be  re- 
membred,  and  to  have  his  objeft  in  perpetual  reprefentment,  and  this  Sa- 
crament CHRIST  defigned  to  that  purpofe »  that  he,  who  is  not  prefenc  to 
our  eyes,  might  alwayes  be  prefent  to  our  fpirits.  4.  Love  demands  love  a- 
gain,  and  to  dcfire  to  be  beloved,  is  of  it  felf  a  great  argument  of  love.  And 
as  GOD  cannot  give  us  a  greater  bleflfing  then  his  love,  which  is  himfelf 
with  an  excellency  of  relation  to  us  fupperaddcd  5  fo  what  greater  demon- 
ftracion  of  itcanfecmakctous  then  to  dcfire  ws  to  love  him  wish  as  much 
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"T  f  77~~  carncftncflc  and  vehemcncy  of  defirc,  as  if  we  were  that  to  him,  which  he  !S 
rare  111,  elfentially  to  us,  the  authour  of  our  being  and  our  blefTing  ?  5.  And  yet  to 
confummate  this  love  and  reprefent  it  to  be  the  greateit  and  nioft  eyccl- 
lent,  the  holy  JESUS  hath  in  this  Sacrament  designed ,  that  we  flionld  be 
united  in  our  fpirits  with  him  9  incorporated  to  his  body,  partake  of  his 
Divine  nature ,  and  communicate  in  all  his  graces ',  and  love  hath  no  ex- 
preflion  beyond  this,  that  it  defires  to  be  united  to  its  objeft.  So  that  what 
Mofes  faid  to  the  Menoflfrael  j  What  nation  is  fo  great ,  v^hd  hath  GOD  /• 
nigh  unto  them  ^  as  the  LORD  our  GOD  is  in  all  things,  for  r^^hich  we  call  up* 
en  him  ^  We  can  enlarge  in  the  meditation  of  this  holy  Sacrament*,  for 
now  the  LORD  our  GOD  calls  upon  us,  not  onely  to  be  nigh  unto  him, 
but  to  be  all  one  with  him,  not  onely  as  he  was  in  the  incarnation ,  flelh  of 
•ur  flcfh,  and  bone  of  our  bone ',  but  alfo  to  communicate  in  fpirit,  in  grace, 
hi  nature,  in  Divinity  it  felf. 
?•  Upon  the  ftrength  of  the  premifeSjWe  may  fooner  take  an  eftimate  of  the 

gra«cs,  which  are  conveyed  to  us  in  reception  and  celebration  of  this  holy 
Sacrament  and  faaifice.  For  as  it  is  a  commemoration  and  reprefentment 
■ofCHRISTSdeath,foit  is  a  commemorative  facrifice ',  as  we  receive  the 
l^mbols  and  the  myftery,  fo  it  is  a  facrament.  In  both  capacities  the  bene- 
fit is  next  to  infinite.  I.  For  whatfoever  CHRIST  did  at  the  inftitution, 
the  fame  he  commanded  the  Church  to  do  in  remembrance  and  repeateil 
rites  j  and  himfelf  alfo  does  the  fame  thing  in  heaven  for  us,  making  perpe- 
taall  interceffion  for  his  Church,  the  body  of  his  redeemed  ones ,  by  re- 
prefenring  to  his  Father  his  Death  and  facrifice  *,  there  he  fits  a  high  prieft 
continually,  and  offers  ftill  the  fame  one  perfed  facrifice ,  that  is ,  ftill  re- 
prefents  it  ashaving  been  once  finifhed  and  confummate  in  order  to  pcr- 
petuall  and  never  failing  events ,  and  this  alfo  his  minifters  do  on  earth, 
they  offer  up  the  fame  facrifice  to  GOD,  the  facrifice  of  the  CrolTe  by  pray- 
ers, and  a  commemorating  rite,  and  reprefentment  according  to  his  holy 
inftitution ',  and  as  all  the  effe^t^s  of  grace,  and  the  titles  of  glory  were  pur- 
chafed  for  us  on  the  crofle,  and  the  aduall  myfteries  of  redemption ,  pcr- 
fe^cd  on  earth,  but  are  applyed  to  us  and  made  effe^uall  to  fingle  perfons, 
and  communities  of  men  by  CHRISTS  iflterceflion  in  heaven :  To  alfo  they 
are  promoted  by  a<fts  of  duty  and  religion  here  on  earth ,  that  we  may  be 
s.Ctr.^.i*  workers  together  with  GOD  (as  S.  Faul  exprefles  it)  and  in  vertue  of  the 
cternall  and  all-fuffieient  facrifice  may  offer  up  our  prayers  and  our  duty, 
and  by  reprefenting  that  facrifice  may  fend  up  together  widi  our  prayers  an 
inftrument  of  their  gracioufneffe  and  acceptation.  The  funerals  of  a  deceaf- 
cd  friend  are  not  onely  performed  at  his  firft  interring,  but  in  the  monethly 
minds  and anniverfary  commemorations,  and  our  grief  returns  upon  the 
fight  of  a  pifture ,  or  upon  any  inftance  which  our  dead  friend  defired 
us  to  preferve  as  his  memorial! ,  we  celebrate  and  exbibite  the  Lords  death 
in  facrament  and  fymbole  ,  and  this  is  that  great  exprefle,  which  when  the 
Church  offers  to  GOD  the  Father,  it  obtains  all  thofe  bkfTmgs,  which  that 
facrifice  purchafed.  Themiftocles  fnatch'd  up  the  fon  of  King  Admetus  znd 
held  him  between  himfelf  and  death  to  mitigate  the  rage  of  the  King,  and 
prevailed  accordingly.  Our  very  holding  up  the  fon  of  GOD  and  reprefent- 
ing him  to  his  Father ,  is  the  doing  an  ad  of  mediation,  and  advantage  to 
our  fdves  in  thevcrtue  and  efficacy  of  the  mediatour.  As  CHRIST  is  a 
Prieft  in  heaven  for  ever  and  yet  does  not  facrifice  himfelf  a  frcfti,  uor  yet 
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without  a  facrifice  could  he  be  a  Prieft  but  by  a  daily  miniftration  and  in-    „       ,*, 
tercefiion  reprefenrs  his  facrificc  to  GOD,  and  offers  himfcif  as  facrificed  *,  * 

fo  he  docs  upon  earth  by  the  miniftcry  of  hisfcrvants  j  he  is  offered  to 
GOD,  that  is,  he  is  by  prayers  and  the  Sacrament  reprefcnted  or  o^re^M^ 
to  GOD  aifacrificed,  which  in  effc<^,  is  a  celebration  of  his  death,  and  the 
applying  it  to  the  prefent  and  future  necefTitiesof  the  Church,  as  we 
are  capable,  by  a  miniftery  like  to  his  in  Heaven.    It  followes  then,  jn,^,;^^  j.^, 
that  the  celebration  of  this  facrifice  be  in  its  proportion  an  inftrunient  u/t^cnn  [i^iutT 
of  applying  the  proper  facrifice  to  all  the  purpofes,  which  it  lirft  defigned ,  ^tSMea^-^ftot' 
it  is  niinifterially  and  by  application  an  inftrument  propitiatory  ^  it  is  tififi-nui  mea'icamto, 
Euchariftical ,  it  is  an  homage,  and  an  aft  of  adoration  ,  and  it  is  impetra- irr/naS'fn'rfrlS- 
tory,  and  obtaines  for  us ,  and  for  the  whole  Church  all  the  henefits  of  ;j"VJ  p"[^-JJJ" 
the  facrifice,  which  is  now  celebrated  and  applyed,thatis,  As  this  rite  is  s^cyp'.deliM dSw, 
the  remcmbrane^  ^d  minifterial  celebration  of  C  H  R  I S  T  8  facrifice,  fo 
it  is  dcftined  to  do  honour  to  GOD,  to  exprefie  the  homage  and  duty  of 
hisfervants,  to  acknowledge  his  fupreme  dominion,  to  give  him  thanks 
and  worfhip ,  to  beg  pardon ,  blefhngs  and  fupply  to  all  our  needs.     And 
its  profit  is  enlarged  not  onely  to  the  perfons  celebrating,  but  to  all  to 
whom  they  defigne  it,  according  to  the  nature  of  facrifices  and  prayers,  and 
all  fuch  folenm  anions  of  religion. 

2.  If  we  confider  this,  not  as  the  aft  and  miniftery  of  Ecclefiafticall  ^v 

perfons,  but  as  the  duty  of  the  whole  Church  communicating,  that 
is ,  as  it  is  a  Sacrament ,  fo  it  is  like  the  fprings  of  Eden ,  from 
whence  iflue  many  Rivers  j  or  the  trees  of  celeftial  Jerufalem ,  bear- 
ing various  kindes  of  fruit,  i.  Nee  that  eateth  i7ty  flefl)  and  drinkeih 
my  bleod  abides  in  nae,  and  I  in  him',  CHRIST  in  his  Temple-SLnd  his  ^ohn  6,$6% 
refting-place ,  and  the  worthy  Communicant  is  in  fan^mry  and  a  place 
0f  proteilim  y  and  every  holy  foul  having  feafted  at  his  Table  may  fay  z  Qal  2  2®-  ^ 
as  Saint  Paul^  a  I  ijve^  yet  not  /,  but  CHRIST  liveth  inmee.  ^  So  u  ,  puil  o\  ' 
that  to  live  is  CHRIS  f,]  ^  CHRIST  is  our  life,  and  he  dwels  in  ^  ro/ 2  i 
the  body,  and  the  Spirit,  of  every  one  that  eats  CHRISTS  flelh  ^*^ 
and  drinks  his  blood.  Happy  is  that  Man ,  that  fits  at  the  Table  of  An- 
gels, thatpvuts  his  hand  into  the  difh  with  the  King  of  all  the  Creatures, 
and  feeds  upon  the  eternal  Sonne  of  GOD,  joyning  things  below  with 
things  above.  Heaven  with  Earth,  Life  with  Death,  that  Mortality  wight 
bee  fvcalhwed  up  of  life,  and  fin  be  deftroyed  by  the  inha-bitation  of  its 
greateft  Conqucrour.  And  now  I  need  not  enumerate  any  particulars, 
iince  the  Spirit  of  GOD  hath  afcertained  us,  that  CHRIST  entei's 
into  our  hearts ,  and  takes  polfcfTion,  and  abides  there ,  that  wee  are 
made  temples  and  celeftiall  manfions ,  th2t  wee  are  all  one  with  our 
Judge,  and  with  our  Redeemer ,  that  our  Creatour  is  bound  unto  his 
Creature  with  bonds  of  charity,  which  nothing  can  di^olve,  unlefle  our 
own  hands  break  them  ;  that  Man  is  united  with  GOD,  and  our  weakneflc 
is  fortified  by  Ills  ftrength,  and  our  miferies  wrapped  up  in  the  golden 
leaves  of  glory.  2.  Hence  it  followes  that  the  Sacrament  is  as  inftrumenc 
of  reconciling  us  to  GOD,  and  taking  off  the  remanent  guilr,  and  ftain, 
and  obligations  of  our  Unnes.  This  is  the  blood,' that  was  jljed  for  you  for 
the  reinifion  offinnes.  For  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  CHRIST 
JE  SVS.  And  iach  are  all  they,  who  worthily  eat  theflefli  of  C  H  R I  S  T, 
by  receiving  him,they  more  and  moie  receive  remiffion  of  fins,redemption, 
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'  ,^~  fanftification,  wifdom,  and  certain  hopes  of  glory.  For  as  the  foul  touch- 
ing  and  united  to  theflefli  of  Adam ,  contrafts  the  ftain  of  original  mifery 
ai>d  imperfedion ',  fo  much  the  rather  lliall  the  foul  united  to  theflelh 
of  CHRIST  receive  pardon  and  purity,  and  all  thofe  blelTed  emanations 
from  our  union  with  the  fceond  Admi  But  this  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as 
if  the  firft  beginnings  of  our  pardon  were  in  the  holy  Communion  j  for 
then  a  Man  might  come  with  his  impurities  along  with  him ,  and  lay  them 
on  the  holy  Table  to  ftain  and  pollute  fo  bright  a  prefence.  No ',  t  irft,  Re- 
pentance muft  prepare  the  wayes  of  the  LORD^  and  in  this  holy  rite  thofe 
words  of  our  LORD  are  verified  '■,  He  that  is  jujiified  let  him  be  juftifiedftiifj 
that  is,  here  he  may  receive  the  increafc  of  grace*,  andasitgrowes,  fo 
finne  dyes,  and  wc  are  reconciled  by  neerer  unions  and  approximations 
to  GOD. 

3.  The  holy  Sacrament  is  the  pledge  of  glory  an^l  the  earneft  of  im- 
•a^  I* AC  e^'f-  mortality  j  for  when  we  have  received  him ,  who  hath  overcome  Death, 
xo'^^^'dST    '^"^  henceforth  dies  no  more,  hee  becomes  to  us   like  the  nee  of  life 
jw*cp^adEphei^  *"  Paradife  i   and   the  confecrated  fymboles  are  like  the  feeds  of  an 
Spesrefiirreai.'  eternal  duration,  fpringing  up  in  us  to  etersal  life,  nourifhing  ourfpi- 
onis. Opcac.Mi-  rits  with  grace,  which  is  but  the  prologue  and  the  infancy  of  glory, 
lcvit.l.6.contr.   ^^j  ^jj^^-^j-s  from  it,  onely  as  a  Childe  from  a  Man.    But   GOD  firft 
TohrT^/r^ui     r^i^^d  up  his  Sonne  to  life,  and  by  giving  him  to  us   hath  alfo  con- 
manducat  car-     figned  US  to  the  fame  ftatc  *,  for  our  life  is  hidveith  CHRIST  in  GODy 
nem  meam,  ha-   when  we  lay  down  and  caft  ailde  the  impurer  robes  of  fiefli,  they  are  then 
bet  vitam  seers  ]^^^  preparing  for  glory, '  and  if  by  the  only  touch  of  CHRIST,bodies  were 
'Ibo'u^  7nno-  '  f^^hitegrate  and  reftored  to  nararal  perfe(ftions,  how  fhail  notwe  live 
virs?mo"die.       ^^^^  ever,  who  eat  his  flefh  and  drink  his  blood  ?  It  is  thedifcourfe  of 
CM.-i.T,,        Saint  Cyril  *,  and  let  all  the  myfterious  places  of  holy  Scripture  concerning 
S,Cy'riLAlex.    ^^e  effefts  of  CHRIST  communicated  in  the  bleifed  Sacrament  be 
/.4.J/1 /(?/(;. C.I 4  drawn  together  in  one  Scheme,  we  cannot  but  obfeiTc,  that  although 
they  are  fo  exprefled,  as  that  their  meaning  may  feem  intricate  and  in- 
Tolved ,  yet  they  cannot  be  drawn  to  any  meaning  at  all,  but  it  is  as 
glorious  in  its  fenfe  as  it  is  myfterious  in  the  expreffion  j  and  the  more 
intricate  they  are,  the  greater   is  their  purpofe i  no  words  being  apt 
and  proportionate  to  fignifie  this  fpirituall  fecrer,  and  excellent  efied-s 
of  the  Spirit.     A  veil  is   drawn  before  all  thefe  teftimonies,  becaufe 
the  people  were  not  able  to  behold  the  glory,  which  they  cover  with 
their  curtain ,  and  CHRIST  dwelling  in  us ,  and  giving  us  his  flejh  to 
eat  and  his  blood  to  drink.^  and  the  hiding  of  our  hfe  rfith  GOD,  and 
the  communicatim  of  the  body  of  C  H R  1ST,  and  CHRIST  being  our 
life ,  are  fuch  fecret  glories ,  that  as  the  fruition  of  them  is  the  porti- 
on of  the  other  world ,  fo  alfo  is  the  full  perception  and  underftanding 
of  them ',  for  therefore  GOD  appears  to  us  in  a  cloud ,  and  his  glories 
in  a  veil,  that  we  underftanding  more  of  it  by  ks  concealcmcnt ,  then 
wc  can  by  its  open  face ,  which  is  too  bright  for  our  weak  eyes,  may  with 
more  piety  alfo  ewtertain  the  greatncfle  by  thefe  indefinite  and  myfteri- 
ous fignifications,   then  we  can  by  plain  and  direcft  intuitions,  which 
like  the  Sunne  in  a  direft  ray  cnHghtcns  the  objcd,  but  confounds  the 
organ. 
\qI  I  fliould  but  in  other  words  defaibe  the  fame  glories,  if  I  fhould 

adde,  that  this  holy  Sacrament  does  enlighten  thefpiric  of  Man,  and 
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darlfie  it  with  fpirituall  difceniings  j   md  as  he  was  to   the  two  Dif-     pju-tin 

ciples  at    Emn!?us ,    fo  alfo  to  other  faithful  people,  CHRIST  is L_ 

knoTvn  in  the  breaking  of  bread  y  that  it  is  a  great  defence  againft  the  ho-  Tanquamleono 
ftilities  of  our  ghoftly  enemies ,  this  holy   bread  being  like   the  cake 'g"em  fpirantcs 
in  Gideens  camp,  overturning  the  tents  of  Midian  j  that  it  is  the  relief  5amenf"*Dy#^^ 
of  our  forrowes,  the  antidote  and  prefervative   of  foules,  the   viand  wonibvsh&i  ' 
of  our  journey ,   the  guard  and  pafTe-pcrt  of  our  death ,  the    ^  wine  tcrribiles.    s. 
of  Angels,  that  it  is  more  healthfull  then  Rhubarb,  more  pleafant  then  chry(brt. 
Caffia,  that  the  Betele  and    Lareca  of    the    Indians,     the  Moly  or  *  ^.^'^''"'^  ^?* 
Nepenthe  of  F%,     the   Lyrinon  of  the   PerHatis,    the    Balfam    oi 'l^/i]'^iJ!^'l 
Judea,     the   Mannah   of  Ifrael,     the  Honey  of  Jonathan-,     are    but  Afnbr.rer.i5,m 
weake  exprefsions  to   tell  us ,   that  this  is   excellent  above  Art  and  PfaiuS. 
Nature,  and  that  nothing  is  good   enough  in  Philofophy  to  become 
its    embleme.     All  thefe  jiiuft  needs  fall  very  fhort  ot  thofe  plaine 
words  of  C  H  R  I S  T ,  this  is  my  body ',  the  other  may  become  the  ex- 
rafies  of  piety,  the  tranfportation  of  joy  and  wonder,  and  are  like  thedif- 
courfe  of  S.  Peter  upon  Mount-Tabor :  he  was  lefolv'd  tofayfome  great 
thing,but  he  knew  not  what  j  but  when  we  remember,  that  the  body  of  our 
LORD,and  his  blood  is  communicated  to  us  in  the  bread  and  the  chalice  of 
blefling,we  mufl:  Htdown  and  reft  our  felves,  for  this  the  mountain  of  the 
LORD,  and  we  can  go  no  further. 

In  the  next  place  it  will  concern  our  enquiry  to  conlider ,  how  we  are         ^  ^•■ 
to  prepare  our  felves  j  for  at  the  gate  of  life  a  man  may  meet  with  death  > 
and  although  this  holy  Sacrament  be  like  Manna ,  in  which  the  obedient 
findtherelifhesofobedience,  the  chaft  of  purity,  the  meek  perfons  of  con-  p,     .  ,   /- 
tent  and  humility  j  yet  vitious  and  corrupted  palates  finde  alfo  thegiifts  ^^^^'^^'^"•J)'^ 
of  death  an«[  Colliquintida,  The  Sybarites  invited  their  women  to  their  ^^^* 
foleran  facrificts  a  full  year  before  the  folemnity,  that  they  might  by 
previous  difpofirions  and  a  long  forefight  attend  with  gravity  and  fairer 
order  the  celebration  of  the  rites.    And  it  was  a  reafonable  anfwer  of 
Pericles  to  one  that  afkthim,  why  he  being   a  Philofophicall  and  fevere 
perfon  came  to  a  wedding  trimmed   and  adorned  like  a  Paranymph  ? 
Jcsme  adorned  to  an  adorned  perfon^  trimmed, to  a  Bridegroom  ,  and  we 
alfo,  if  we  come  to  the  marriage  of  the  Son,  with  the  foul,  (which  marriage 
is  celebrated  in  this  facred  myftery)and  have  not  on  a  wedding  garment, 
fliall  be  caft  into  outer  darkneffe,  the  portion  of  undrefTed  and  unprepared 
fouls. 

For  from  this  Sacrament  are  excluded  all  unbaptized  perfons ,  and  12^ 
fuch  who  lie  in  a  known  fin  ,  of  which  they  have  not  purged  rhem- 
felves  by  the  apt  and  proper  inftrumeius  of  repentance.  For  if  the  pafchal 
Jamb  was  not  to  be  eaten,  but  by  perfons  pure  and  clean  according  to 
the  fan:^ificationsof  the  Lav/  j  the  fon  of  GOD  can  lefie  endure  the  impuri- 
ties of  the  Spirit,  than  GOD  could  fufler  the  uncleannefies  of  the  Law. 
S.  Paul  hath  given  us  inftru(^ion  in  this.  Firft  let  a  man  examin'himfelf^ 
and  fo  let  'him  eat',  for  he  y  that  eats  and  drinkes  unworthily  eats  and  drinkes  I  Cor.  1 1. 25^ 
datnnation  to  hiirfelf  not  difcermng  the  LORDS  body  y  that  is  j  al- 
though in  the  Church  of  Corinth  by  reafon  of  the  prefent  fchifme  the 
publike  Difcipline  of  the  Church  was  negle<f^ed,  and  every  man  per- 
mitted to  himfelf  j  yet  even  then  no  man  was  difobliged  from  his 
duty  of.  private  repcntaHce ,  and  holy  preparations  to  the 'perception  of 
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'"^Tm       ^og"^^*^  ^  myftcry ,  thuthe  LORDS  body  may  be  difcerned  from^ommoa 
.  Hocrimenc.  Now  nothing  can  fo  unhallow  and  defecrate  the  rite  as  the 

remanent  affedion  to  a  tin ,  or  a  crime  omepented  of.  And  felf  exami- 
tion  is  prefcribed ,  not  for  it  felf,  but  in  order  to  abolition  of  fm  and 
death  ,  for  it  felf  is  a  relative  term  and  an  imperfe<fi:  duty,  whofe 
very  nature  is  in  order  to  fomething  beyond  it.  And  this  was  in 
the  primitive  Church  tmderftood  to  fo  much  feverity?  that  if  a  man 
had  relapfed  after  one  publike  repentance  into  a  foul  crime  he  was  ne- 
ver again  readmitted  to  the  holy  Communion  *,  and  the  Fathers  of  the 
06ncU,  Eliber*  Councell  of  Eliberis  call  it  [a mocking  and  jefiing  at  the  Communion 
^•5»  of  our  LORD  to  give  it  once  again  after  a  repentance  and  a  relapfe 

and  a  fecond  or  third  poftulation.  J    And  indeed  we  ufe  to  make  a 
fport  of  the  grcatefi:  inftrumenrs  of  religion ,  when  we  come  to  them 
after  an  habitnall  vice,  whofe  face  we  have,    it   may  be,   wetted 
with  a  tear,  and  breathed  upon  it  with  a  figh,   and  abftaintd  from 
the  worft  of  crimes  for  two  or  three  dayes  ,    and   come  to  the  Sa- 
crament to  be  purged,  and  take  our  rife  by  going  a  little  back  from  our 
fin,  that  afterwards  we  may  leap  into  it  with  more  violence,  and  enter 
into  its  utmoft  angle  ',  this  is  diflionouring  the  body  of  our  LORD,  and 
deceiving  ourfelvcs.   CHRIST  and  Belial  cannot  cohabitee  unlefie  we 
have  left  all  our  (ins ,  and  have  no  fondnefi'e  of  afiecftion  towards  them, 
tmleffe  we  hate  them,  (which  then  we  fhall  beft  know ,  when  we  leave 
them  and  with  complacency  entertain  their  contraries)  then  CHRIST 
hath  wafhed  our  feet ,  and  then  he  invites  us  to  his  holy  Supper.    Hands 
dipt  in  blood,  or  polluted  with  unlawfull  gains,  or  flained  with  the 
fpots  of  Flefh  are  moft  linfit  to  handle  the  holy  body  of  our  LORD,  and 
minifter  nourifliment  to  the  foul.  CHRIST  loves  not  ro  enter  into  the 
mouth  full  of  curfings,  oaths,  blafphemies,  revilings  or  evil  fpeakings,  and 
a  heart  full  of  vain  and  vitious  thoughts  ftinks  like  the  lake  of  So- 
dom, he  findes  no  reft  there,  and  when  he  enters  he  is  vexed  with 
c!fuga?u?to!um    ^^^  unclcau  converfation  of  the  impure  inhabitants,   and  flies  from 
"put-  ^   .^thence  with  the  wings  of  a  Dove,  that   he    may  retire   to  pure  an^ 

L^e^9.vbiqf'Sft«ii  whitcr  habitations.  Saint  Juflin  Martyr  reckoning  the  predifpofitions 
X«"e3io"neS"' ''^^"''^^^  ^^  ^'^^'"Y  f^irhfull  foul  for  the  entertainment  of  hirlORD 
feocatorumvuincri- "  fayes,  that  it  is  Hot  /awfull  for  any  to  eat  the  Eucharift ,  but  to  him 
iutToSiimo"nia  "  that  is  waflied  in  the  laver  of  regeneration  for  the  remiffion  ©f  fins, 
b«€?pTi!iin!inSa  "  ^^^^  bclieves  CHRISTS  do<ftrine  to  be  true,  and  that  lives  accord- 
s-AmbroT,  _'  "^  *  "  jng  fo  the  Difcipline  of  the  holy  jESUS.  And  therefore  Saint  Am-- 
^JfuHpfc^f! q*!!)  Si.  ^ro/e  refufed  to  minifte'r  the  holy  Communion  to  the  Emperour  theodo- 
df^TadeTc'ohb"'  l^^^'>  ^^^^  by  publike  repentance  he  had  reconciled  himfelf  to  GOD^ 
«MMc"'(^rodfi^  and  the  fociety  of  faithfull  people ,  after  the  furious  and  cholerick  rage 
dSmihiSnoD  ^"cl  fiaughter  committed  at  Theflalontca  *,  and  as  this  aft  was  like  to 
pefaiuamifta  fieri,  caucellatiug  and  3  circumvallation  of  the  holy  myfteries,  and  a  proper 
dam"^HmT'qu"m  duty  fot  3 Prelate ,  to  whofe  difpcnfation  the  rites  arc  committed,  fo  it 
SSi'iS/p'f  "s  ^^^  ^"  ^^  ^^  '^"'^y  ^°  ^^^  Emperour,  whofe  foul  Saint  Ambrofe  had  bc- 
Chryfoft  htin^gj.  in  traycd ,  unlelTe  he  had  reprefentcd,  his  indifpofitron  to  communicate,  ia 
^"'''*  expreflions  of  authority  and  truth.  For  this  holy  Sacrament  is  a  nourifli- 

ment of  fpiritualllife,  and  therefore  cannot  with  effeft:  be  miniftred  to 
them,  who  are  in  the  ftate  of  fpirituall  death ',  it  is  giving  cordiallto 
a  dead   man.    And  although   the  outward  rite  be  miniftred ,  yet 

tliC 
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ikic  grace  of  the  Sacrament  is  not  communicatccl,and  tlierefore  it  were  well    pj^.^  m, 
•liat  rhey  alfo  abftaincd  from  the  rite  it  felf. 


It  is  more  generally  thought  by  the  Doftors  of  the  Church,  that  our         15. 
blefled  LORD  adminirired  the  Sacrament  to  Tw^rff?  although  he  knew  he  ' '^'*='"" " 'n*/^"; 
fold  him  to  the  Jews.    ^  Some  others  deny  it,  and  fuppofe  Ju^as  departed  Ls  H'ii^rio?tr'.',ii«« 
prefently  after  the  fop  given  him,  before  he  communicated  j  however  it  *^"Mft,"^".'°a'* 
was,  CHRIST  who  was  LORD  of  the  Sacraments  might  difpenfc  it  as  he  Rup«Tfo,HiidcbiaIrf, 
pleafed  •,  but  we  muft  minifter  and  receive  it  according  to  the  ruJes  he  hath  ^^'^'  *  '^*** 
lince  defcribed  y  but  it  becomes  a  precedent  to  the  Church  in  all  fuccced- 
ing  ages,  although  it  might  alfo  have  in  it  fomething  extraordinary  and 
apter  to  the  firft  inftitution  ?  for  becaufe  the  fad  of  Judas  was  fccret,  not 
yet  made  notorious,  CHRIST  chofe  rather  to  admit  him  into  the  rites 
cf  external  communion,  then  to  feparate  him  with  an  open  fliame  for 
a  fault  not  yet  made  operl.   For  our  blefled  LORD  did  not  reveale  the 
Man  and  his  crime  till  the  very  time  of  miniftration,  if  J^das  did  commu- 
nicate.   But  if  ludas  did  not  communicate,  and  that  our  bleffed  LORD 
gave  him  the  fop  at  the  Pafchal  fupper,   or  at  the  interval  between  it 
and  the  inftitution  of  his  own,  it  is  certain  that  ludas  went  out  as 
foon  as  he  was  discovered ,  and  left  this  part  of  difcipline  upon  Re- 
cord, that  when  a  crime  is  made  publick  and  notorious,  the  Gover- 
nours  of  the  Church  according  to  their  power  are  to  deny  to  give  the 
blefled  Sacrament,  till  by  repentance  fuch  perfons  be  reftored.    Inpri-  n* c  a  c«.inmui.?c»w 
▼ate  finnes,  or  (innes  not  known  by  folemnities  of  Law,  or  evidence  ^SS^s' nlfi^^t™ 
of  fad:,  good  and  bad  are  entertained  in  publick  communion,  and  it  rponteconWum.acr 
is  not  to  be  accounted  a  crime  in  them  that  minifter  it,  becaufe  they  cannot  li  nl'?  EcKftke' 
avoid  it«  or  have  not  competent  authority  to  feparate  perfons,  whom  the  i"^!onvX™T 
publick  ad  of  the  Church  hath  not  feparated  •,  but  if  once  a  publick  fepa-  i.JSmii.hJm.so"^ 
ration  be  made,  they  that  come,  and  he  that  rejeds  them  not,  both,  pollute  a'.!?®"** '  '*''■*'* 
the  blood  of  the  everlafting  Covenant. 

The  duty  of  preparation,  that  I  here  difeourfe  of ,  is  fuch  a  prepa-  14*  | 

fation  as  is  a  difpofition  to  life  '■,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  convenience  or  advan- 
tage to  repent  of  our  fins  before  the  Communion,  but  it  is  of  abfolute  ne- 
ceflity,  we  periHi,  if  we  negled  it  7  for  we  eat  damnation,  and  Satan 
enters  into  us,  not  CHRIST.  And  this  preparation  is  not  the  ad  of  a 
day,  or  a  week  >  but  it  is  a  new  ftate  of  life  j  no  Man  that  is  an  habitual 
finner  muft  come  to  this  feaft,  till  he  hath  wholly  changed  his  courfe  ' 
of  life.  And  then  according  as  the  adions  of  infirmity  have  made 
lefle  or  greater  invafion  upon  his  peace  and  health,  fo  are  the  ads  of 
repentance  to  be  proportioned ,  in  which  the  greatnelfe  of  the  prevari- 
cations ,  their  neighbourhood  to  death,  cr  their  frequent  repetition,  and 
thecondud  of  afpiritual  Man  are  to  give  us  counfel  and  determination. 
When  a  ravening  and  hungry  Wolfe  is  deftitute  of  prey,  he  eats  the 
Turf,  and  loads  his  ftomack  with  the  glebe  he  treads  on*,  but  as  foon 
as  he  findes  better  food,  he  vomits  up  his  firft  load.  Our  fecular  and 
fenfuall  afledions  are  loads  of  earth  upon  the  Confcience ,  and  when  wc 
approach  to  the  Table  of  the  LORD  to  eat  the  bread  of  the  eled ,  and  t« 
drink  the  wine  of  Angels ,  we  muft  rejed  fuch  impure  adhcfions,  that 
holy  perfons  being  nourifhed  whh  holy  fymboles,  may  be  fandified  and  re- 
ceive the  eternal  reward  of /jo/fn^jfe. 

But  as  none  muft  come  hither  but  they  that  arc  in  the  ftate  of       '  ^* 
Ow.  Hhh  3  grace^ 
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■"r       :Z        grace,  or  charity  and  the  love  of  GOD  and  their  Neighbours ',  ^Xid  that  the 

yarc  in. abolition  oftheftate  of  fm  is  the  neceflary  preparation  ,  and  istheadion 

ofyeersj  and  was  not  accepted  as  fufficient  till  the  expiration  of  divers 
yeers  by  the  Primitive  Difcipline,  and  in  fonie  cafes  not  till  the  approach 
of  Death  j  fo  there  is  another  preparation,  which  is  of  lelfe  neceffity,which 
fuppofes  the  ftate  of  grace,  and  that,  oil  is  burning  in  our  lamps,  but  yet  it 
is  a  preparation  of  crnanient ,  a  trimming  up  the  foul,  a  drefling  the  fpirit 
with  degrees  and  inftances  of  piety  and  progrelfes  of  perfe<fticn ,  and  ic 
confifts  in  fetting  apart  fome  portion  of  our  time  before  the  Communion, 
that  it  be  fpent  in  prayer,  in  meditations,  in  renewing  the  vowes  of  holy 
obedience,  in  examining  our  confciences,  in  mortifying  our  lefier  irregu- 
larities, in  devotions  and  anions  of  precife  Religion  ,  in  ads  cfFairh,  of 
Hope,  of  Charity,  of  zeal  and  holy  dcfires,  in  ad:s  of  Eucharift  or  thankfgi- 
ving,  of  joy  at  the  approach  offoblelTed  opportunity,  and  all  theaftsof 
vertue  whatfoever,  which  have  indefinite  relation  to  this  and  to  other  my- 
fteries  j  but  yet  are  fpecially  to  be  exercifed  upon  this  occadon,  bccaufc 
this  is  the  moft  perfeft  of  external  rites,  and  the  moft  myfterious  inftru- 
ment  of  fanftification  and  perfedion.    There  is  no  time  or  degree  to  be 
determined  in  this  preparation  j  but  they,  to  whom  imch  is  forgiven,  will 
love  much,  and  they,  who  underftand  the  excellence  andholinefeofthe 
myftery,  the  glory  of  the  gueft  that  comes  to  inhabit,  and  the  undecency 
of  theclofetof  their  hearts  by  reafon  of  the  adherencies  of  impurity,  the  in- 
finite benefit  then  defign  d,and  the  increafe  of  degrees  by  the  excellence  of 
thefe  prievious  aftsof  holineire,will  not  be  too  inquifitive  into  the  neceffity 
of  circumftancesand  meafures?  but  doit  heartily,  and  devoutly,  and  reve- 
rently, and  as  much  as  they  can,  ever  cfteeming  it  necefiary,  that  the  ad"i- 
ens  offogreatfolemnity  lliouldby  fome  adions  of  piety  attending  like 
handmaids  be  diftinguiflied  from  common  imployments,  and  remarked  for 
i,^ro°cicii     ^he  principal  and  moft  folemn  of  religious  aftions.   The  Primitive  Church 
Toutfu.w.r"*    gave  the  holy  Sacrament  to  Infants  a  immediately  afrer  baptifni,  and  by 
Bi?&rpa'4^&Hu    that  aft  tranfmitted  this  propofition ,  that  nothing  was  of  abfolute  neceffi- 
4.deTrin.c.io.        fv,  b  but  innoceucv  and  purity  from  fin,  and  a  being  in  the  ftate  of  grace  *, 
TOiuntarem  pcccandi  Other  actions  of  Reiigiou  are  excellent  addition  to  the  dignity  or  the  per- 
KiSpercepti  ^ou,  and  liouout  of  the  myftery ,  but  they  were  fuch  of  which  Infants  were 
one  qjam  pirificari:  ^Qt  Capable.    The  fum  is  this  j  after  the  greateft  confociation  of  religious 
JwI^aplfaS.&mor-  duties  fot  preparation,  no  Man  can  be  fufficiently  worthy  to  conmiunicate, 
6eMS!".jKcScf.  ^^t  "s  ^^^^  ^^^^  •>  ^^^t  w^  ^^  "o^  unworthy  by  bringing  a  guilt  with  us,  or  the 
iiognj«'.c'.5,.        '  remanent  affedion  to  a  fin. 

x^o  when  the  happy  hour  is  come,  in  which  the  LORD  vouchfafes  to  enter 

into  us,  and  dwel  with  us,  and  be  united  with  his  fervants ,  we  muft  then  do 
the  fame  ad:s  over  again  with  greater  earneftnelTe  and  intenfion  j  confcffe 
the  glories  of  GOD,  and  thy  own  unworthineffe,  praife  his  mercy  with  ex- 
tafie  of  thankfgiving  and  joy,  make  oblation  of  thy  felf,  of  all  thy  faculties 
and  capacities, pray,  and  reade,  and  meditate,  and  worfhip  j  and  that  thou 
niayeft  more  opportunely  do  all  this,  rife  early  to  meet  the  Bridegroom, 
pray  for  fpecial  afTiftance,  enter  into  the  aflembly  of  faithful  people  cheer- 
fully, attend  there  diligently,demean  thy  felf  reverently ,and  before  any  oiher 
meat  or  drinker  eceive  the  body  of  thy  Saviour  with  pure  hands ,  with  holy  in- 
tention, with  a  heart  full  of  joy  and  faith,  and  hope,  and  wonder ,  and  Eu- 
charift. Thefe  things  I  therefore  fct  down  irregularly,and  without  method^ 

bccaufe 
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kccaufc  in  dicfc  aiSions  no  rule  can  be  giv^^n  to  all  perfons  j  and  onely  fuch     p    ."ttj^ 

a  love,  and  fuch  a  religion  in  general  is  to  be  recommended,  whicn  will , \ 

overrun  the  banks,  and  not  eafiTy  ftand  contin'd  within  the  margcnt  of  rules 
and  artificial  prefcriptions.  Love  and  religion  are  boundIefre,and  all  a^s  of 
grace  relating  to  the  prefent  myftery,  are  fit  and  proportioned  entertain- 
ments of  our  LORD.  This  onely  rcmeniber,  that  we  are  by  the  myftery  of 
one  /r^dii  confederated  in  one  body ,  and  the  communion  of  Saints,  and 
that  the  Sacrifice  which  we  then  commemorate  was  defigned  by  our  LORD 
for  the  benefit  of  all  his  Church  '■,  let  us  be  fure  to  draw  all  faithful  people 
into  the  fociety  of  the  prefent  blefsing,  joyning  with  the  holy  Man  that 
Minifters,  in  prayers  and  offerings  of  that  myftery  for  the  benefit  of  all  forts 
of  Men,GfCHRISTS  Catholick  Church  :  And  it  were  alfo  an  excellent  ad  of 
Chriftian  communion,  and  agreeable  to  the  prad'ife  of  the  Church  in  all  a- 
ges  to  make  an  oblation  to  GOD  for  the  poor  j  that  as  we  are  fed  by  Cbrifts 
body,  fo  we  alfo  fhould  feed  CHRISTS  body,  making  fuch  returns  as  we 
can,  a  grain  of  Frankincenfe  in  exchange  for  a  Province,  an  ad  of  duty  and 
Chriftian  charity,  as  Euchariftical  for  the  prefent  grace,  that  all  the  body 
may  rejoyceand  glory  in  the  falvation  of  the  LORD. 

After  thou  haft  received  that  pledge  of  immortality  and  antepaft  of  glo- 
ry, eveH  the  LORDS  body  in  a  myftery,  leave  not  thy  SAVIOUR  there  a-  ^  7*      f 
lone,  but  attend  him  with  holy  thoughts  and  colloquies  of  prayer  and  Eu- 
charift.  It  was  fometime  counted  infamous  for  a  Woman  to  entertain  a  fe- 
cond  love  till  the  body  of  her  dead  Hui"band  was  diflblved  into  afhes,  and 
difappeared  in  the  form  of  a  body.  And  it  were  well  that  fo  long  as  the  con- 
fecrated  fym boles  remain  within  us  according  to  common  eftimate ,  we 
fhould  keep  the  flame  bright,  and  the  perfume  of  an  adual  devotion  burn-  Male  oUma^'% 
ing,  that  our  communion  be  not  a  tranfient  ad^  but  a  permanent  and  lafting  eft  cufacrificU 
entercourfe  with  our  LORD.  But  in  this  every  man  beltknowes  his  own  compotatiombui 
opportunities  and  necefTities  of  divcrfion  j  I  onely  commend  earneftly  to  fcrdwr 
pradife,  that  every  receiver  fnould  make  a  recolledion  of  himfelf,  and  the  'a:..^  t^tJm  ^d'. 
adions  of  the  day,diat  he  improve  it  to  his  beff  advantage,that  he  fhew  unto  07  id  (Ai^dy  a'- 
our  LORD  all  the  defers  of  his  houfe,  all  his  poverty  and  weaknefles  •,  ,0^^'^     £„ 
and  this  let  every  man  do  by  fuch  anions  and  devotions,  which  he  can  uira'i^i:;ivU 
beft  attend,  and  himfelf  by  the  advice  of  afpirituall  man  findes  of  beft  .-^oc'^  tvIc^v- 
advantage.  I  would  not  make  the  pradife  of  religion,  efpeciallyin  fuch  r^i^tiUiS^. 
irregular  inftances  to  be  an  art  or  a  burden  orafnareto  fcrupulous  per-  pfjji^ 
fons  :  What  S.  Pdii/faid  in  the  cafe  of  charity,  I  fay  alfo  in  this  ;  He  that 
fowes  plentifully  jJ) all  reap  plentifully,  and  he  thatfowes  fparingly  fl)all gather  ^t 
tlie  fame  rate  j  kt  every  man  do  as  himfelf  purpofeth  in  his  heart :  onely  it  were 
well  in  this  facrament  of  love  we  had  fome  correfpondency,  and  proportio- 
nable returns  of  charity,  and  religious  afl'cdions. 

Some  religious  perfons  ha>ie  moved  a  Queftion ,  whether  it  were  better  1 8v 

to  communicate  often  or  feldom?  as  thinking  it  more  reverence  tothofe 
holy  mylrcries  to  come  but  feldom,  while  others  fay,  it  is  greater  religion  or 
charity  to  conie  frequently 'jBut  I  fuppofe  this  queftion  does  not  difter  much 
from  a  difpute ,  whether  is  better  to  pray  often  or  to  pray  feldom  ?  For 
whatfoever  i^  commonly  pretended  againft  a  frequent  communion  may  in 
Its  proportion  obj^againft  a  folemn  prayer;  remanent  afledion  roafm, 
enmity  with  neighbours,  fecular  avocations  to  the  height  of  care 
sM)d  troHble  :  for  thefe  either  are  great  undcceucics  ia  order  to  a  holy 

Hhh  4  prayer^ 
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*>^rt  III.     Fay^r,  orclfc  aredireft  irreguferities ,  and  unhallow  the  prayer.  An^ 

.^, 1_  the  celebration  of  the  holy  Sacrament  is  in  it  fclf,  and  its  own  formality  a 

facred,folemn,and  rituall  prayer ',  in  which  we  invocate  GOD  by  the  merits 
cf  CHRIST,  exprcfling  that  adjuration  not  oncly  in  words  but  in  aftuall  rc- 
prerentment,&  commemoration  of  his  paffion :  And  if  the  neceffities  of  the 
Church  were  well  conlidejed  we  fliould  finde  that  a  daily  facrifice  of  prayer 
and  a  daily  prayer  of  facrifice  were  no  more  but  what  her  condition  requires, 
and  I  would  to  GOD  the  governcrs  of  Churches  would  take  care,that  the  ne- 
ceffities of  Kings  and  kingdoms,of  Churches,and  ftares,were  reprefented  to 
GOD  by  the  nioft  folemn  and  efficacions  intercefHons  ,  and  CHRIST  hath 
taught  us  none  greater  than  the  praying  in  the  vertue  and  celebra- 
tion of  his  facrifice.  And  this  is  the  Counfel,  that  the  Church  received 
from  Ignatius :  Hafien  frequently  to  Approach  to  the  Eucharift ,  the  glory  of 
GOD.  For  when  this  is  daily  celebrated  we  break,  the  powers  of  Satan ,  wh9 
turns  all  his  anions  into  hoflilkies  and  darts  of  fire-  But  this  concerns  the  mi- 
nifters  of  religion,  who  living  in  communities  and  colledges  muft  make  re- 
ligion the  bufinefle  of  tkeir  lives, and fupporc  kingdoms ,  and  ferve  the  in- 
tereft  of  kings  by  the  prayer  of  a  daily  facrifice.  And  yet  in  this  miniftery 
the  Clergy  may  ferve  their  own  necelfary  aftVires,  if  the  miniftration  be 
divided  into  courfes ,  as  it  was  by  the  Oeconomy  and  wifdoni  of  Solomon, 
for  the  Temple. 
J  ^^  But  concerning  the  communion  of  fecular  and  lay  perfons ,  the  confide- 

*  vel  OennH'    ration  is  fomething  different.  ^  S.  Au^in  gave  this  anfwer  to  ic ;-  To  receive 
dins  c.^A'de      ^^^  Sacrament  every-  day  I  neither  praife  nor  reprove  ',  at  leaft  let  them 
£ccl€iJo£mat.  ^^^^^^^  ^^  every  LORDS  day.  And  this  he  fpake  to  Husbandmen  and 
*      'merchants.  At  the  firft  commencement  of  ChrilVianity,  while  the  fervors 
Apoftolicall ,  and  the  calentures  of  infant  Chriftendom  did  laft,  the  whole 
alfembly  of  faithfull  people  communicated  every  day  :  and  thislafted  in 
Epift.2o.ad      Rome  and  Spaine  untill  the  time  of  S.Jerome  ^  concerning  which  dili- 
iMciriKm*  gencc  he  gives  the  fame  cenfure ,  which  I  now  recited  from  S.  Auftin  ;  for 

it  fuftered  inconvenience   by  reafon  of  a  declinirrg    piety,   and  the 
intervening  of  fecular  interefts.   But  then   it  came  to  o»ce  a  week  > 
Itaqjficat  nobis  and  yet  that  was  not  every  where  ftridly  obferved  *,  but  that  itberecei- 
Kcetv«lieiunare  ved  once  every  fortnight  S.Jerome  counfels  very  ftrongly   to  Euflochium 
p^wllVli^m  ^^o^y  virgin  j/et  the  virgins  confefe  their  fins  twice  every  moneth,  or  oftner, 
Dominicimac?   ^nd  being  fortified  with  the  comimnion  of  the  LORDS  body  ^  let  them  m<r«- 
ceptocorpore     fully  fight  again  ft  the  Devils  foi'ces  and  attempts.  A  while  after,  it  came  to 
Doininvndefi.    oneeamoneth,  then  once  a  yeer ,  then  it  fell  from  that  too,  till  all  the 
^?entiU«&c.  Chriftians  in  the  Weft  were  commanded  to  communicate  every  Eafter  by 
Idem.       *     *  ^'^  decree   of  a  great  ^Councell   above    500   years   fince  >  but   the 
^Cmil.Later.  Church  of  England  finding  that  too   little,  hath  commanded  all  her 
*  children  to  receive  thrice  every  yeer  at  leaft,  intending  that  they  Ihould 
come  oftner,  but  of  this  flie  demands  an  account*,  for  it  hath  fared  with 
this  Sacrament  as  with  ©ther  anions  of  religion ,  which  have  dcfcendcd 
fromflantes  to  ftill  fires,  from  fires  to  fparks ,  firom  fparks  to  embers,  from 
embers  tofmoke,fiam  fmoke  to  nothing-,  and  although  the  publike  dc- 
clenfiott  of  piety  is  fuch,  that  in  this  prefent  conjundure  of  things  it  is  im- 
poffiblc  men  fhould  be  reduced  to  a  daily  communion,  yet  that  they  arc  to 
communicate  frequently  is  fo  a  duty,  that  as  no  eycufc  but  impoflibility  can 
snake  the  omifTion  kinoccntjfo  the  loflfe  and  c©nfc<j«cnt  want  ]&  infinke  and 
aivalugblc.  ^^ 
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licion  of  CHRISTS  paflion,  and  the  application  of  his  faciifice  to  us,  

and  the  whole  Catholike  Church  j  as  they  ,  who  feldom  communicate,  20. 

delight  not  to  remember  the  pafljon  of  our  LORD,  and  finagainft  his  very  Ihom.Aquin.m 
purpofe,  and  one  of  the  defignes  of  inftitution  j  fo  he  cares  not  to  receive  Job.^Mli*^*- 
tlie  benefits  of  racrifice,who  fo  negle^s  their  application,and  reducing  them 

*  to a^uall  profit,  and  reception  ,  Whence  came  thefanftimony  of  the  pri- 
'  mitive  Chriftians,whencc  came  their  ftriftobfervation  of  the  divine  Com- 

*  mandments,whence  was  it  that  they  pcrfevered  in  holy  anions  with  hope, 
'  and  an  unweary  diligence  ?  from  whence  did  their  defpifing  worldly 
'things  come,  and  living  with  common  polfeiTionj  and  the  diftributions 

*  of  an  univerfall  charity  ?  whence  came  thefe  and  many  other  excellencies 
'  but  from  a  conftant  prayer^  and  a  daily  Eucharift  ?  They  who  every  day 
<  reprefented  the  death  ofCHRIST,every  day  were  ready  to  dieforChrift; 
It  was  the  difcourfe  of  an  ancient  and  excellent  perfon.  And  if  we  confi- 
der,  this  Sacrament  is  intended  to  unite  the  fpiritsandafled^ionsofthe 
world,  and  that  it  is  diflufive  and  powerful  to  this  purpofe  [for  we  are  one 
body  (faith  S.  Paul) becaufe rve partake  of  one  bread:  ]  pofsibly  we  may  have 
reafontofay,  that  the  wars  of  Kingdoms,  the  animofity  of  Families,  the 
infinite  multitude  ofLaw-fuits,  the  perfonal  hatreds ,  and  the  univerftl 
want  of  charity,  which  hath  made  the  world  miferable  and  wicked  ,  may 
in  a  great  degree  be  attributed  to  thenegled:  of  this  great  fymbole  and 
inQrument  of  charity.  The  Chalice  of  the  Sacrament  is  called  by 
Saint  Paul,  the  cup  of  blejfitig;  and  if  children  need  every  day  to  beg 
blefsing  of  their  parents ,  if  we  alfothirft  not  after  this  cup  of  blcfsing, 
blcfsing  may  be  far  from  us.  It  is  called  the  commHuication  of  the 
blood  of  C  H  R  I  S  T  j  and  it  is  not  imaginable  that  Man  fhould  love 
Heaven,  or  felicity,  or  his  LORD,  that  defires  not  perpetually  to  bathe 
in  that  falurary  ftrcam,the  blood  of  the  holy  jESUSythe  immaculate  Lamb 
of  GOD. 

But  I  finde,  that  the  religious  fears  of  Men  are  pretended  a  colour  to  ^i. 

cxcufe  this  irreligion.  Men  are  wicked,  and  not  prepared,  and  bufie, 
and  full  of  cares,  ani  affairs  of  the  world  j  and  cannot  come  with  due  pre- 
paration, [and  therefore  better  not  come  at  all :  Nay,  Men  are  notalhamed 
to  fay,  they  are  at  enmity  with  certain  perfons  and  therefore  cannot  come. 
Concerning  thofe  perfons,  who  are  unprepared,  becaufe  they  are  in  a  ftate 
of  (in  or  uncharitablenefle,  it  is  true,  they  rauft  not  come  j  but  this  is  fo 
far  from  excufing  their  not  coming ,  that  they  encreafe  their  fin  and  fe- 
cure  mifery  to  themfelves  becaufe  they  do  not  lay  a  fide  every  weight ,  and 
the  finne  that  does  fo  eafily  befet  them ,  that  they  may  came  to  the  marri* 
age  Supper.  It  is  as  if  we  fhould  excufe  our  felves  from  the  duties  of  cha- 
rity, by  faying  we  are  uncharitable  >  from  giving  almes,  by  faying  we  are 
covetous  •,  from  chaftity,  by  faying,  we  ar«  lafcivious.  To  fuch  Men  it  is 
juft  that  they  graze  with  the  Goats,  becaufe  they  refufe  to  wafh  their  hands^ 
that  they  may  come  to  the  fupper  of  the  Lamb.  2.  Concerning  thofe  that 
pretend  cares  and  incumbrances  of  the  world]  if  their  affairs  make  fm  and 
impure  affeftions  to  ftick  upon  them ,  they  are  in  the  firft  confideration  9 
but  if  their  office  be  neccffary,  juft>  or  charitable,  they  m'ltztc  Martha  2nd 
€lK)ofc  the  lefle  perfeA  part,  when  they  negled  the  offices  of  Religion  for 
duties  Occonomical.    3,    But  the  otha  f«rt  have  more  pretence  and 

fairer 
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'  fairer  veitue  In  their  outfide.  They  fuppofe  like  the  Perfian  Princes ,  the 
.  feldonier  fuch  myfterious  rices  are  feen,  the  niore  reverence  vyc  fliall  have, 
and  they  the  more  majefty  :  and  they  are  feaifull  left  the  frequent  attrefta- 
tion  of  them  fhould  make  us  lefle  to  value  the  great  earncfts  of  our  redeni- 
ptipn  and  immortality.  It  is  a  pious  confideration,but  not  becoming  them  j 
for  it  cannot  be,  that  the  Sacrament  be  undervalued  by  frequent  reception 
without  the  great  unworthinelTe  of  the  perfons,  fo  turning  GODS  grace 
intelightneffeand  loathing  manna  .•  nay  it  cannot  be  without  an  unworthy 
communication  j  for  he  thatreceiveswcrthily,encrearesin  theloveof  GOD 
and  religion  j  nv\d  the  fires  of  the  alcar  are  ape  to  kindle  our  fparks  into  a 
^ame  y  and  when  CHRIST  our  LORD  enters  into  us,  and  we  grow  weary  of 
|iim,  or  lefle  fond  of  his  frequent  entraace,  aud  perpetuall  cohabitation,  it 
is  an  infallible  figne  we  have  let  his  enemy  in,  or  are  preparing  for  it.  For 
this  is  the  difference  between  fecular  and  fpiritual  objcAs .  Nothing  of  this 
world  hath  any  pleafure  in  it  long  beyond  the  hope  of  itj  for  the  poflef- 
fion  and  enjoyment  is  found  fo  empty,  that  we  grow  weaiy  of  it  j  but 
whatfoever  is  fpiritual,and  in  order  to  GOD,  is  Icflfe  before  we  have  it,  but 
in  the  fruition  it  fwelsoui-defires,  and  enlarges  the  appetite,  and  makes 
us  mi  ore  receptive  and  forward  in  the  entertainment  j  and  therefore  thofe 
?fts  of  religion  that  fet  us  forward  in  time,  and  backward  in  afieftion,  do 
declare  that  we  have  not  \yell  done  our  duty,  but:  have  communicated 
unworthily.  So  that  the  mending  of  our  fault  will  anfwer  the  obie<ftion. 
Communicate  with  more  devotion,  and  repent  with  greater  contrition, 
and  walk  with  more  caution,  and  pray  more  earneftly,  and  meditate  dili- 
gently, and  receive  with  reverence  and  godly  fear,  and  we  Ihall  (inde  our 
a^eftions  enaeafe  together  with  the  fpiritual  eniolument. 

And  if  after  all  diligence  it  be  ftill  feared,that  a  man  is  not  well  prepar'd, 
I  muft  fay  that  it  is  a  fcruple,  that  is,  a  trouble  beyond  a  doubt,  and  without 
reafon  ,  next  to  fupef ftition,  and  the  dreams  of  religion.  And  it  is  nou- 
rifhedby  imagining,  that  no  duty  is  accepted,  if  it  be  lelTe  than  perfection, 
andthatGPDisbuirifd-ip.heayen,npt  onely  to  deftroy  the  v/i eked ,  and 
JO  d^  in  pieces  vejielsof  diOion.our,  but  to  break  a  bruifed  reed  in  pieces, 
m)d  to  caft  the  fmoking  te  Into  tli^flapies  of  hel.In  oppofition  to  which  we 
muft  know  that  nothing  makes  us  unprepared  but  an  evilconrcience,aftate 
of  fin,  or  a  deadly  a^  5  but  the  lelfer  infirmicies  of  our  life,  againft  which 
we  daily  ftrive,  and  for  which  we  never  have  any  kindnefie  or  atteftions,are 
not  fpots  in  thefe  feafts  of  charity,  bpp  inftruments  of  humility,aud  ftronger 
invitations  to  come  to  thofe  rites ,  which  are  ordained  for  cprrobatives  a- 
gainft  mtirmities  of  thie  foul,  and  for  th^  grpwth  of  the  fpirit  in  th^  ftrcngths 
of  GOD.  For  thofe  other  ads  of  preparation  ,  which  precede  and  accom- 
pany the  duty,  the  better  and  more  religioufly  they  are  done,  they  are  in- 
deed of  more  advantage,  and  honouiary  to  the  Sacrament  j  y^t  he  that 
conies  in  the  ftate  of  grace,  though  he  takes  the  opportunity  upon  a  fu4dain 
oAer,  fins  not :,  and  infuch  indctmite  duties ,  vvjiofe  degrees  are  not  d<fi:ri- 
hed  it  is  good  councel-1  to  do  our  beft,but  it  is  ill  to  make  them  inft*um.ents 
of  fcruplc,  as  if  it  were  tflentially  neceffary  to  do  that  in  the  grfsateft  height, 
which  is  onely  intended  for  advantage  and  the  fairer  accommodation  of  the 
jjiyftery.  But  thefe  very  ads  if  they  be  efteemed  neceflary  preparations 
to  the  Sacrament  are  the  gre4teft  arguments  in  the  world ,  that  it  is  beft  to 
iCommunicacc  often,  bccaufe.the  doing  of  thar,  which  muft  fuppgfc  the  ex 
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tTc\(co(  fo  many  graces,nmft  needs  promote  the  inrercft  of  religion  and  "p^  jYj^ 

difpofc  ftrongly  to  habitual  graces  by  our  frcquerit  aiid  folerfin  repetition  of , 

the  a<fts.  It  is  neccl^ry  that  every  conimanicant  be  tirft  examined  concern- 
ing the  ftate  of  his  foul,  by  himfelf  or  his  fuperi'^tur,  and  that  very  fcrutiny 
is  in  admirable  order  towards  the  reformation  of  fiich  irregularities 
which  time  and  temptation,  negligence  and  incurioufnelfe,  intirmity  or 
malice  hath  brought  into  thefecret  regions  of  our  will  and  underftanding. 
Now  although  this  examination  be  therefore  enjoyned,  that  no  man  fhould 
approach  to  the  holy  Table  in  the  ftate  of  ruine  and  reprobation,  and  that 
therefore  it  is  an  a^  not  of  direft  preparation,  but  an  enquiry,  whether  we 
be  prepared  or  no,  yet  this  very  examination  will  finde  lo  many  littl-e  irre- 
gularities, and  fo  many  great  imperfedions,  that  it  will  appear  the  more 
necelfary,  to  repair  the  breaches  and  leffer  ruines  by  fuch  afts  of  piety 
and  religion  *,  becaufe  every  comnmnication  is  intended  to  be  a  neerer 
approach  to  GOD,  a  further  ftep  in  grace,  a  progrefle  towards  glory,  and 
an  inftrument  of  perfecftion  y  and  therefore  upon  the  ftock  of  our  fpiritual 
interefts,  for  the  purchafc  of  a  greatci"  hope,  and  the  advantages  of  a  grow- 
ing charity,  ought  to  be  frequently  received.  I  end  with  the  words  of  a 
pious  and  learned  perfon  :  It  is  a  vain  fear  and  an  imprudent  reverence^  thett  Johan.Gerfm 
procraftinates  and  deferres  going  to  the  LOKD,  that  calls  them  ?  they  deny  to  h  J^agniftat, 
go  to  the  ire  pretending  they  arc  cold ,  and  refufe  phyfick  becaufe  they 
need  it. 


The  Prayer. 

OBlejfed  and  Eternall  Jefus^  who  gaveft  thyfelf  a  facrijice  for  cur  fins,  thy 
body  for  our  fpnituallfood^thy  blood  to  nourijh  our  fpints^nd  to  quench  the 
flames  of  hell  and  lujl,  who  didflfo  love  us,  who  were  thine  enemies,  that  thou  de- 
firedft  to  reconcile  us  to  thee,  and  becameji  all  one  with  us,  that  we  may  live  the 
fame  life,  thinks  the  fame  thougfjts,  love  the  fame  love,  and  be  partakers  of  thy  re- 
furreBion  and  immrtality  :  Open  every  window  of  my  foul  that  I  may  be  full  of 
light,  and  may  fee  the  excellency  of  thy  love,  the  merits  of  thy  facrijice,  the  bitter^ 
neffe  of  thy  paffion,  the  glories  and  vertues  of  the  myfterious  facrament.  LORD  let 
me  ever  hunger  aud  thirji  after  this  inftrument  of  righteoufneffe ,  let  me  have  no 
gkf}  or  relijh  of  the  unfatisfying  delights  of  things  below ,  but  let  my  foul  dwell  in 
thee,  let  me  for  ever  receive  thee  fpiritually,  and  very  frequently  communicate  with 
thee  facramentally,  and  imtate  thy  vertuespioufly ,  and  ftri^Hy,  and  dwell  in  the 
pleafures  of  thy  houfe  eternally,  LORD,  thou  haft  prepared  a  table  for  me,a- 
gainft  them  that  trouble  me  j  let  that  holy  Sacrament  of  the  Eucharift  be  to  ine 
a  defence  andjhield,  a  murijliment  andwedicine,  life  and  health ,  a  means  of  fan- 
IHfication  and  fpirituall growth ^that  I  receiving  the  body  efmy  DeereftLORD  may 
be  one  with  his  myfticalbody,(fy'of  the  fame  fpirit  united  with  indijfoluble  bonds  of  a 
ftrong  faith,  and  a  hdyhope,  and  a  never  failing  charity,  that  from  this  veile  I  may 
fajfe  into  theviftons  ofeternall  clarity,  from  eating  thy  body  to  beholding  thj  face  in 
the  glories  of  thy  everlafting  kingdom^  0  bkffed  and  €t€rmU  Jefus.  Amen. 

Confide- 


Ad.  Scd:.  15, 

Conftderations  of  the  accidents  happening 
on  the  Vefpers  of  the  paffion. 

Hen  JESUS  had  fuppcd  and  fang  a  hymn ,  and  prayed  and  ex- 
horted ,  and  comforted  his  Difciples  with  a  farewell  fermon, 
in  which  he  repeated  fuch  of  his  former  precepts ,  which 
were  now  appofite  to  the  prefent  condition,  and  reinforced 
them  with  proper  and  pertinent  arguments,  he  went  over  the 
lirook  Cedron ,  and  entred  into  a  garden ,  and  into  the  prologue  of  his 
PafTion,  choofing  that  place  for  his  agony  and  fatisfadory  pains ,  in  which 
the  fitft  fcenc  of  humane  mifery  was  reprefented,  and  where  he  might  beft 
attend  the  offices  of  devotion  preparatory  to  his  death.  Befides  this  he 
therefore  departed  from  the  houfe,  thathe  might  give  opportunity  to  his 
^Enemies  furprife,  and  yet  not  incommodate  the  good  man,  by  whofc 
hofpitality  they  had  eaten  the  pafchall  lambj  fo  that  he  went  like  a  Iamb 
to  the  flaughter ,  to  the  garden  as  to  a  prifon ,  as  if  by  an  agreement  with 
Iteoim  inhorto  his  perfecutors  he  had  expcfted  their  arreft ,  and  ftayed  there  to  prevent 
tanqaamincar-  ^-h^jr  further  enquiry.  For  fo  great  was  his  defire  to  pay  ourranfome  that 
u^l  boKm  roi  himfelf  did  affift  by  a  forward  patience,  and  a<Sive  opportunity  towards  the 
nJat^jad^sfe    perfecution,  teaching  us  that  by  an  a<ftive  zeal  and  a  ready  fpirit  we 
ijuaerentibus.      affift  the  defignes  of  GODS  glory  though  in  our  own  fufferings  and  fe- 
Theophyl.         cular  infelicities. 

when  he  entred  the  garden ,  he  left  his  Difciples  at  the  entrance  of  it, 
2.  calling  with  him  onely  Feter,  James ,  and  John ',  he  withdrew  himfelf  from 

the  reft  about  a  ftones  caft,  and  began  to  be  exceeding  heavy.  He  was 
not  fad  till  he  had  called  them,  (for  his  fcjrow  began  when  he  pleafed  ) 
which  forrow  healfo  chofeto  reprefent  to  thofe  three,  whohadfcenhis 
transfiguration,  the  earneft  of  his  future  glory,  that  they  might  fee  of 
how  great  glory  for  our  fakes  he  difrobed  himfelf,  and  that  they  alfo  might 
by  the  confronting  thofe  con tradid^ory  accidents  obfcrve,  that  GOD  ufes 
to  difpence  his  comforts,  the  irradiations  and  emiffions  of  his  glory,  to 
be  preparatives  to  thofe  forrows,with  which  our  life  muft  be  allayed  and  fea- 
fonedjthat  none  ftiould  refufe  to  partake  of  the  fufterings  of  CHRIST,  if  ei- 
ther they  have  already  felt  his  comforts  or  hope  hereafter  to  wear  his  crown. 
And  it  is  not  ill  obferved,  that  S.  Peter  being  the  chief  of  the  Apeftles 
andDoftorof  the  Circumcifion,  S.  y<j^n  being  a  Virgin,  3ndS.  James  the 
firft  of  the  Apoftles,  that  was  martyred ,  were  admitted  to  CHRISTS 
greateft  retirements,  and  myfterious  fecrecies  as  being  perfons  of  fo  fin- 
gular  and  eminent  difpofittons,  to  whom  according  to  tiie  pious  opinion 
«f  fhc  Church,  efpcciall  coroaecs  are  prepared  m  hcav«a ,  befides  the 

great 
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great  crown  of  r  ighteoufnefie ,  which  in  common  fliall  beaucifie  the  heads    p^jj   j  j  j, 

of  all  the  faints*,  meaning  this,  that  Do^/ors,  Virgins  and  Martyrs  fhall 

receive  even  for  their  very  ftatc  of  life,  and  accidental  graces  more  emi- 
nent degrees  of  accidental  glory,  who  like  the  fun  refie«fting  upon  a  lympid 
fountain  receives  its  rays  doubled  without  any  increment  of  its  proper  an«l  5, 

natiirall  light. 

Jesus  began  to  be  exceeding  forrowfull,  to  be  fore  amazed  and  fid 
even  to  death.  And  becaufe  he  was  now  to  fuficrthe  pains  of  our  fins, 
there  began  his  pafTion  ,  whence  eur  fins  fpring.  From  an  evill  heart 
and  a  prevaricating  fpirit  all  our  fins  arife;  and  inthefpirjtof  CHRIST 
btgan  his  forrow ,  where  he  truly  felt  the  full  value  and  demerits  of 
finne,  which  we  thinke  not  worthy  of  a  *eare  or  a  hearty  figh  >  hue 
he  groaned  and  fell  under  the  burden.  But  therefore  he  took  upon  him 
this  fadnefTe,  that  our  imperfeft  forrow  and  contrition  might  be  he^ght- 
ned  in  his  example ,  and  accepted  in  its  union  and  confederacy  with 
his.  And  jESUS  ftill  defigned  a  further  mercy  for  U5,  for  he  ^aH- 
dified  the  paffion  of  feare,  and  hallowed  naturall  fadnefies ,  that  we 
might  not  thinke,  the  infelicities  of  our  nature,  and  the  calamities  of 
our  temporall  condition  to  become  criminall ,  fo  long  as  they  make 
us  not  omit  a  duty,  or  difpofe  us  to  the  eMion  of  a  crime,  or  force  us 
to  fwallow  a  temptation,  nor  yet  to  exceed  the  value  of  their  impul- 
five  caufe.  He  that  grieves  for  the  lolTe  of  friends,  and  yet  had  ra- 
ther loofe  all  the  friends  he  hath ,  then  loofe  the  love  of  G  O  D, 
hath  the  forrow  of  our  LORD  for  his  precedent.  And  he  that  feares 
death ,  and  trembles  at  its  approximation ,  and  yet  had  rather  dye 
agam,  then  fin  once,  hath  not  finned  in  his  feare,  CHRIST  hath 
hallowed  it,  and  the  neceffitous  condition  of  his  nature  are  his  excufe 
But  it  were  highly  to  be  wifl^ed,  that  in  the  midftof  our  careiTes  and 
levities  of  fociety,  in  our  feftivities,  and  triumphall  merriments,  when  - 
we  laugh  at  folly,  and  rcjoyce  in  finne,  we  would  remember,  that 
foi-  thofe  very  merrinients  our  blelfed  LORD  felt  a  bitter  forrow  v  and 
not  one  vain  and  finfull  laughter,  butcoft  the  holy  T  E  S  U  S  a  fliaro  j 

pang  and  throe  of  paffion.  f  ^« 

^  Now  that  the  holy  jESUS  began  to  taft  the  bitter  cup,  he  betook 
him  to  his  great  antidote,  which  himfelf  the  great  Phyfician  of  oui' 
fou  es  prefcribed  to  all  the  world  to  cure  their  calamities,  and  to 
make  them  palfe  from  miferies  into  vertue,  that  fo  they  may  arriv- 
at  glory,  he  prayes  to  his  heavenly  Father,  he  kneels  down,  and  not 
onely  fo,  but  falls  flat  upon  the  earth,  and  would  in  humility  and  fer- 
vent adoration  have  defcended  low  as  the  centre,  he  prayes  with  an 
mtenfion  great  as  his  forrow,  and  yet  with  a  derelidion  fo  great  and 
a  conformity  to  the  divine  will  fo  ready,  as  if  it  had  been  the' moft 
mdifterent  thing  m  the  world  for  him  to  be  delivered  to  death  or  from 
iti  or  though  his  nature  did  decline  death  as  that  which  hath  a  na- 
turall  horror  and  contradiaion  to  the  prefent  intereft  of  its  preferva- 
non,  yet  when  he  looked  upon  it,  as  his  Heavenly  Father  had  out 
It  into  the  order  of  redemption  of  the  World,  it  was  that  bap- 
tifme,  which  he  was  ftreightned  till  he  had  accomplifhed.  And  now 
there  is  not  m  the  World  any  condition  of  prayer,  which  is 
cflentiaU  to  the  d«tit  ,    or    .ny  circumftaoces  of  adyanTage    to 
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*--^ — --": —  its  performancei  but  were  concentred  in  this  one  inftance  *,  Humility  of 
Fart  III.  fpirit,  lowlinelTeof  deportment,  importunity  of  defire,  a  fervent fpirir, 
a  lawfull  matter,  rcHgnationtothe  will  of  GOD,  great  love,  the  love  of 
a  fon  to  his  Father,  (  which  appellative  was  the  form  of  his  addrelfe  )  per- 
feverance,  (  he  went  thrice,  and  prayed  the  fame  praytr, )  i^^/as  not  long, 
and  it  was  fo  retired j  as  to  have  the  advantages  of  a  fufficient  folitude  and 
opportune  recolleftion,  for  he  was  withdrawn  from  the  moft  of  his  Difci- 
ples,  and  yet  not  fo  alone  as  to  loofe  the  benefit  of  communion,  for  Peter 
and  the  two  Boanerges  were  neer  him  •,  CHRIST  in  this  prayer ,  which 
was  the  nioft  fervent,  that  he  ever  made  on  earth,  intending  to  tranfmic 
to  all  the  world  a  precedent  of  devotion  to  be  tranfcrihed,  and  imitated  ; 
that  we  fliould  caft  all  our  cares,  and  empty  them  in  the  bofome  of  GOD, 
being  content  to  receive  fuch  a  portion  of  our  trouble  back  again,  which 
he  aflignes  us  for  our  fpirituali  emolumewt. 

The  holy  JESUS  having  in  a  few  words  poured  out  torrents  of  innocent 

5*  defires,  was  pleafed  fiill  to  interrupt  his  prayer,  that  he  might  vifithis 

charge,  that  little  flock,  which  was  prefently  after  tobefcattered:  he  was 

carefull  of  them  in  the  midft  of  his  agonies ',  they  in  his  fufferings  were 

faftalleep.   He  awakens  them,  gives  them  command  to  watch  and  pray, 

that  is,  to  be  vigilant  in  the  cuilody  of  their  fenfes,  and  obfervant  of  all 

accidents,and  to  pray  that  they  may  be  ftrengthened  againft  al  incurfions  of 

Ktfi  ytwfjum  m    enemies  and  temptations ',  and  then  returns  to  prayer,and  fo  a  third  time  : 

«>n>  <kn,irsr  his  devotion  flill  increafnig  with  his  forrow ,  and  when  his  prayer  was  full, 

p.vTstpTifu'j^K     and  his  forrow  come  to  a  great  nicafure,  after  the  third,  GOD  fent  his 

Luke  22. 44.     Angel  to  comfort  him,  and  by  that  ad  of  grace  then  onely  exprelfed, 

Extenfiiis  ora-  hath  taught  us  to  continue  our  devotions  fo  long  as  our  needs  laft  :  it  may 

bat,  fie  latinus  be  GOD  will  not  fend  a  comforter  till  the  third  time,  that  is,  after  a  long 

interpres  red-  expcftation,  and  a  patient  fufferance,  andalafting  hope.  Inthemtenm 

dit'.Aliiplures  GOD  fupports  uswithafecrct  hand,  and  in  his  own  time  will  rcfrefh  the 

redduntper      fpirit  with  the  vifitations  of  his  Angels,  with  the  emiffions  of  comfort 

[menfiuf.        from  the  Spirit,rhe  Comforter.  And  know  this  alfo  that  the  holy  Angel,  and 

the  LORD  of  all  the  Angels  ftands  by  every  holy  perfon,when  he  prayes, 

and  although  he  drawes  before  his  glories  the  curtain  of  a  cloud,  yet  in 

every  inflant  he  takes  care  we  ftiall  not  periih ,  and  in  a  juft  feafon  diflolves 

the  cloud,  and  makes  it  to  diftill  in  holy  dew,  and  drops,  fweet  as  Manna, 

ronfort.tns  eft  pleafant  as  Nard,  and  wholefomeas  the  breath  of  heaven.  And  fuch  was 

fertati  conR!*:  the  confolation  which  the  holy  jESUS  received  by  the  miniftery  of  the 

cationeq.is  do.  Angel,  reprefenting  to  CHRIST  the  LORD  of  the  Angels,  hownecef- 

loremnon  mi-    f^rv  it  was  that  he  fhould  dye  for  the  glory  of  G  O  D  that  m  his  paflion 

Seals'-   hisjuftice,  wifdome,  goodnede ,  power  and  mercy  ftiould  limine ,  that 

ums^nlTtlk^s,  unlefle  he  died  all  the  world  Ihould  penfh ',  but  his  blood  fhould  obtain 

frudus  magnitu-  their  pardon',  and  that  it  fiiould  open   the  gates  of  heaven,  repair  the 

dine,nonfubtra;:  mine  of  Angels,  eftablifliaholy  Church,  be  produftive  of  innumerable 

ftadolomaTa.  adoptive  children  to  his  Father,  whom  himfelf  fhould  make  heirs  of  glo- 

nrudme.Lcdain       /g^^  ,h^,  his  pafBon  fhould  foon  pafTe  away ,  his  Father  hearing  and 

^ranting  his  prayer ,  that  the  cup  fliould  paffe  fpeedily ,  though  indeed  it 

Fbould  palfe  through  him,  that  it  fliould  be  attended  and  followed  wirh  a 

glorious  refiirreaion,  with  eternall  reft  and  glory  of  his  humanity,  with 

die  exaltation  of  his  Name,  wichafupreme  dominion  over  all  the  world, 

and  t\m  his  Father  fhould  make  him  King  of  kings,  and  Prince  of  the 

Cathoirke 
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Catholikc  church.  Thefeor  whatfoevcr  other  comforts  the  Angel  mini-    Part  III. 
firecl,werc  fuch  conliderations  which  the  holy  jESUS  knew,  and  the  An- 


Cumniftaiiifolamen 


gel  knew  not  but  by  communication  from  that  GOD,  to  vvhofe  alTumed  ^-^  „,„ 

humanity  the  angel  fpakc,  yet  he  was  pl^aftd  to  receive  con.forc  from  Ttronturcwiie*- 

his  fervant,  juft  as  GOD  receives  glory  from  his  creatures,  and  as  he  Keilmranda! foim 

rejoyces  in  his  own  works,  even  becaufe  he  is  good  and  gracious,  and  is  i^y^^tt^^Zmitf^- 

pleafed  fo  to  doj  and  becaufe  himfelf  had  caufed  a  voluntary  fadneiTe  i^'"^.  .        ^^^ 

to  be  interpofed  between  the  habituall  knowledge  and  the  ad:uallcon-  ^'O"-''*'"'- "i^"** 

fideration  of  thefe  difcourfes  v  and  we  feel  a  pleafure  when  a  friendly 

hand  layes  upon  our  wound  the  plaiftcr,  which  our  felves  have  made  j 

and  applyes   fuch  inflruments  and  confiderations  of  comfort,    which 

we  have  in  notion  and  an  inefledivc  habite,  but  cannot  reduce  them  to 

ad",  becaufe  no  man  is  fo  ,apc  to  be  his  own  comforter*,  v;hich  GOD 

hath  therefore  permitted  ?  that  our  needs  fliould  be  the  occafion  of 

a  muniall  charity.  ^* 

It  was  a  great  feafon  for  the  Angels  coming  becaufe  it  was  a  great  ne- 
ceffity,  which   was  incumbent  upon  our  LORD  j    for   his  fadnefle, 
and  his  agony  v/as  fo  great,  mingled  and  compounded  of  forrow  and 
zeal,  fear  and    defire,  innocent    nature    and    perfeft  grace,  that  he 
fweat  drops  as  great  as  if  the  blood   had  ftarted  through   little  un- 
difcerned  fontinells,  and  outrun  the  ftrcams  and  rivers  of  hisCrolfej 
a  Euthymius^  and  b  Theo'phyk^  fay,    that  the  Evangelifts  ufe  this,  as 
a  tragicall  eyprefTion  of  the  greateft  agony,   and  an   unufuall  fwcar,  ^mci/^.Mat. 
it  being   ufuall   to   call   the   tears    of  the   greateft  forrow,    rears    oi  h  m  22,  Luc4u 
blood  •,  but  from  the  beginning  of  the  Church    it   hath   been  more 
generally   apprehended  literally  ,   and  that  fome  blood  mingled  with 
theferous  fubftance  iflbed  from  his  vtines  in  fo  great  abundance,  that 
they  moyftened  the  ground ,  and  bedecked  his  garment ,  which  ftood 
like  a  new  firmament  ftuddcd  with  ftars,  portending  an  approching 
ftorm  ',  Now  he  came  from  Bo7:rah  mth    his  garments  red  and  bloody  ; 
and  this  agony  verified  concerning  the   holy  JESUS    thofe  words  of 
David  •,  [  I  am  poured  out  like  water ,  my  bones  are  differ  fed ,  my  heart 
in  the  midjl  of  my  body  is  like  melting  wax  ~]  faitlr  Jktflin  Martyr,  a  Ve- 
nerahle  Bede  faith,  that  the  defcending  of  thefe  drops  of  blood  up-  ^"^'^'", ^^^,"a;J?j,':5 
on  the  earth  befides  the  generall  purpofe,  had  alfo  a  particular  rela-  Ieb5,i.fiiirDci.''  - 
tion    to   the    prefent   infirmities    of   the    Apoftles,  that    our  blelled  ^tl'rea.EvIrR.''*' 
LORD  obtained  of  his  Father  by  the  merits  of  thofe  holy  drops*  mer-  HifrVuderraJ. 
cies ,  and  fpeciall  fupport  for  them  •,  and  that  eftufion  redeemed  them  from  SnVr.hi"f.'*i'dci^' 
the  prefent  participation  of  death.  And  S.Aufiin  meditates  that  the  body  of  ^^'^'D'oryCc*  aux 
our  LORD  all  overfpread  with  drops  of  bloody  fweat  did  prefigure  the  j^  ,'y°"'"'' ^^'^  "* 
future  ftate  of  Martyrs,  and  that  his  body  myfticall  Hiould  be  clad  in  ^hb.  6  in  luc 
a  red  garment  variegated  with  the  fymboles  of /d6o«r  and  pajjion,  fweat 
and  blood :  by  which  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  purify  his  Church,  and  pre- 
fent her  to  G  O  D  holy  an/1  fpotlefie  *,   what  collaterall  dcfignes  and 
tacite  fignifications  might  be  defigned  by  this  myfterious  fweat  I  know 
not ',  certainly  it  was  a  fad  beginning  of  a  moft  dolorous  paffion  ',  and  fuch 
griefs,  which  have  fo  violent,  permanent  and  fudden  eficds  upon  the  body, 
which  is  not  of  a  nature  fymboUcall  to  interiour  and  immateriall  caufes,  are 
proclaimed  by  fuchmaiksto  be  high  and  violent  j  we  have  read  of  fome 
pcrfons,  that  the  grief  and  fear  of  one  night  hath  put  a  cover  of  fnowiapon 

their 
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Part   III     ^^^*""  ^^^^^'  ^^  ^^^^^  labours  of  thirty  ycers  had  been  cxtra<^ed ,  and  the 
_]_  quinteflence  dranke  off  in  the  paflfion  of  that  night  *,  bnt  if  nature  had  been 


capable  of  a  greater  or  more  prodigious  irRprefle  of  pafllon  then  a  bloody 
fvveat ,  it  niuft  needs  hare  happened  in  this  agony  of  the  holy  JESUS ,  in 
which  he  undertook  a  grief  great  enough  to  make  up  the  imperfc<ft  con- 
trition of  all  the  Saints ,  and  to  fatisfie  for  the  impenitencies  of  all  the 
world. 
7*  By  this  time  the  Traytour  Judas  was  arrived  at  Gethfemani ,  and  being 

in  the  voifinagc  of  the  garden ',  jESUS  rifes  from  his  prayers  and  firfl:  calls 
his  Difciples  from  their  fleep,  and  by  an  a  Jyon^  feemes  to  give 
them  leave  to  fleep  on ,  but  reproves  their  drowfinelTe ,  when  danger 
is  fo  neer ,  and  bids  them  henceforth  take  their  reft ,  meaning ,  if  they 
could  for  danger ,  which  now  was  indeed  come  to  the  garden  doors  ;  but 
the  holy  JESUS  5  that  it  might  appear,  he  undertook  the  pafTion  with 
choice  and  a  free  ele<ftion,  not  onely  refufed  to  fly ,  but  called  his  Apo- 
ftlestorife,  that  they  might  meet  his  murderers,  who  came  to  him  with 
fwords  and  ftaves ,  as  if  they  were  to  furprife  a  Prince  of  armed  outlaws, 
whom  without  force  they  could  not  reduce.  So  alfo  might  Butchers  do 
well  to  go  armed ,  when  they  are  pleafed  to  be  afraid  of  lambs ,  by  calling 
them  Lions.  J^udas  onely  difcovered  his  Mafters  retiremcHts,  and  betrayed 
him  to  the  opportunities  of  an  armed  band,  for  he  could  not  accufe  his  Ma- 
fter  of  any  word  or  private  aftion,  that  might  render  him  obno^cious  to  fu- 
fpicion  or  the  Lav/.  For  fuch  are  the  rewards  of  innocence  and  prudence, 
that  the  one  fecures  againft  fin  >  the  other  againft  fufpicion  and  appea- 
rencies. 
J.  The  holy  JESUS  had  accuftomed  to  receive  every  of  his  Difciples  af- 

ter abfence  with  entertainment  of  a  KllTe  which  was  the  endcerment  of 
perfons ,  and  the  expreiTion  of  the  orientall  civility  ,  and  Judas  was  con- 
fident that  his  LORD  would  not  rejeft  him,  vvhofe  feet  he  had  wafh- 
®*'g"^imf»«''<ifum!  ed  at  the  time,  when  he  foretold  this  event,  and  therefore  had  agreed 
dumrubrabofcuio  ^o  flgnifie  him  by  this  "^  figne  i  and  did  fo ,  beginning  war  with  a  kifie, 
p«tadl?nrrrk.m*'  ^nd  breaking  the  peace  of  his  LORD  by  the  fymboleof  kindncfie*,  whick 
Pacif  rumpirur  s^!   bccaufe  jESUS  entertained  with  much  evenneiTe  and  charitable  eypreffi- 
frrmrrjT*^"^"^*  Gus,  Calling  him  [friend']  he  gave  evidence,  that  if  he  retained  civilities 
oSnr*  ° ''"''^"   ^^  hisgreateft  enemies  in  the  very  z&s  of  hoftility,  he  hath  banquets 
inimiGum  aaiici no  and  ctowns  and  fceptcts  for  his   friends,   that  adore   him  with  the 
^Sestruntamorij  kifics  of  chafity ,  aud  love  himwith  thefincerityof  an  affeftionate  fpirii. 
o7'"c»nunt         -^"^  °"^  blelfed  LORD  befides  his  eifentiallfweetnelTe,  andferenity  of 
du'iamiD"""''"""''  fpirit,  underflood  well,  how  great  benefits  himfelf  and  all  the  world  were 
Hondcm.  de  paffior.f.  ^.q  j-eccive  by  occafiou  of  thit  aft  of  Judai  y  And  our  greateft  enemy  does 
by  accident  to  holy  perfons,  the  offices  of  their  deareft  Friends ',  telling  us 
our  faults,  without  a  cloak  to  cover  their  deformities,  but  out  of  malice  lay- 
ing open  the  circumftances  of  aggravation,  doing  us  aflronts,  from  whence 
we  have  an  inftrument  of  our  patience,  and  rcftraining  us  from  fcandalous 
crimes  leaft  we  become  a  [corn  and  reproof  to  them  that  hate  us.     And  it 
is  none  of  GODS  leaft  mercies,  that  he  permits  enmities  amongft  men, 
that  animofities  and  peeviflinefle  may  reprove  more  fharply  ,  and  cor- 
reft  with  more  feverity  and  tlmplicity  then  the  gentle  hand  of  Friends, 
who  are  aptcr  to  binde  our  wounds  up,   then  to  difcovcr  them,  and 
wake    them    fmarcj    but   rhey    are   to  us  an  exGellenc  probation, 

*     .  kow 
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how  friends  may  beft  do  the  offices  of  friends,  if  they  would  take  the     p-u^tui. 

plainnefieof  Enemies  in  accnling,  andftill  mingle  it  with  the  tcndernelTe 1_ 

and  good  art'c<ftions  of  friends.  But  our  bicflcd  Lord  called  Judas  [  Friend ;] 
as  being  the  inftrument  of  bringing  him  to  gIory,and  all  the  world  to  par- 
don, if  they  would. 

Jesus  himfelf  begins  the  enquiry,  and  leads  them  into  their  errand,and         9' 
tels  them  he  was  jESUS  of  Nazareth  whom  they  fought.  But  this  alfo, 
which  was  an  anfwer  fo  gentle  lud  in  it  a  ftrength  greater  then  the  Eaftern 
winde,  or  the  voice  of  thunder;  for  GOD  was  in  that ftill  voice,  and  it 
ftruck  them  down  to  the  ground  i  ^  And  yet  they,  and  fo  do  we  ftill  per-  ^  P*''"f  f^"* 
lift:  to  perfecute  our  LORD,  and  to  provoke  the  eternal  GOD,  who  can  with  «^^»^5/<;7  ftft;^?- 
the  breath  of  his  mouth,  with  a  word  or  a  fignc,  or  a  thought  reduce  us  into  i"=^"  et^mJ^iTzti 
nothing,  or  into  a  worfe  condition,  even  an  eternall  duration  of  torments,  'At/T&a^n/ 
and  cohabitation  with  a  nev(fr  ending  mifery.  And  if  we  cannot  bear  a  fofc  ^^^"Tii  1^- 
anfwtrrof  the  mercifull  GOD,  liow  fliall  we  dare  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  ^V*^''""'^'"* 
the  AlmightyJudge.'^But  in  this  inftance  there  was  a  rare  mixture  of  effed'S,  P/>»t«f>  "s-pif* 
as  there  was  in  CHRIST  of  natures  :  The  voice  of  a  man,and  the  power  of  ^'vnt^  urtC-^n 
GOD.  For  it  is  obferved  by  the  Doftors  of  the  primitive  ages ,  that  from  haih&Tn  i^ans^  ■ 
the  nativity  of  our  LORD  to  the  day  of  his  death,  the  Divinity  &  humanity  Nonn. 
did  fo  communicate  in  efle(Ss,  that  no  great  aftion  palled,  but  it  was  like  the  S.  CyritL 
fun  iliining  through  a  cloud,  or  a  beauty  with  a  thin  vail  drawn  over  it ,  they  S.Athanas. 
gave  illuftration  and  teftimony  to  each  other.  The  holyjESUS  was  born  a  S,U9^i;u 
tender  and  a  crying  infant,  but  is  adored  by  the  Magi  as  a  King  ',  by  the  An- 
gels as  theirGod.He  is  circumcifed  as  a  man,but  a  name  is  given  him  to  figni- 
fie  him  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  He  flies  into  Egypt  like  a  diftrefled 
childe  under  the  conduftcf  his  helples  parents, but  asfoon  as  he  enters  the 
Countrey,  the  Idols  fall  down  and  confefl'e  his  true  Divinity.  Heispre- 
fented  in  the  Temple  as  the  Son  of  man,  but  by  Sitneonznd  Anna  he  is  cele- 
brated with  divine  prayfes  for  the  Meffias ,  the  SON  of  GOD.  He  is  bapti- 
zed in  Jordan  as  a  finner,butthe  holy  Ghofk  defcending  upon  him  proclai- 
med him  to  be  the  welbeloved  of  GOD.  He  is  hungry  in  the  Defert  as  a 
man  *,  but  fuftained  his  body  without  meat  and  drink  for  fourty  dayes  toge- 
ther by  the  power  of  his  Divinity:  there  he  is  tempted  of  Satan  as  a  weak 
nan,  and  the  angels  of  light  minifier  unto  him  as  their  fupreme  LORD. 
And  now  a  little  before  his  death,  when  he  was  to  take  upon  him  all  the 
affronts,  miferies  and  exinanitions  of  the  mofl:  miferable,  he  receives  tefti- 
monies  from  above,  which  are  moft  wonderfull  :  For  he  was  transfigured 
upon  Mount  Tabor,  cntred  triumphantly  into  Jerufalem,  had  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people  •,  when  he  was  dying  he  darkened  the  fun,  when  he  was 
dead  he  opened  the  fepulchres,  when  he  was  faft  nailed  to  the  Crolfe  he 
made  the  earth  to  tremble,  now  when  he  futlers  himfelf  to  be  apprehended 
byagu;irdofSouldiers,beflrikesthemalltothegroundoneIy  by  replying 
to  their  anfwer,  that  the  words  of  the  Prophet  might  be  verified  j  therefire 
my  people /hall  horv  my  haine,  therefore  they  jhall  kjmw  in  that  day,  that  I  am  he  ffay>$2.6. 
that  dothfieak:  bsh'ild  it  is  I. 

Th<i  Souldkrs  and  fervajir^  of  the  Jews  having  recovered  from  their  fall,  igv 

and  rifcn  by  the  permiffion  oi  jESUS  frill  periifted  in  their  enquiry  after 
him,  who  wa£  psdent,  ready,and  defirous  tc  be  facrificed  *,  he  therefore  per- 
mitted i  imfelf  to  be  taken,but  not  his  D;rcipIcs,for  he  irwas,  thatfet  them 
their  bounds  ^  and  he  fecurtd  hi^  Apofiles  to  be  wicnefles  of  his  fuffering, 

I J  i  and 
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p      ,jy     and  his  glories  9  and  this  work  was  the  redemption  of  the  world  in  which 
-  nt)  man  could  have  an  active  fliare  j  he  alone  was  to  tread  the  wmeprelTt  j 

and  time  enough  they  fliould  be  called  to  a  ftllowfnip  of  fuiTcrings.  But 
.  •  Jesus  went  to  them,  and  they  bound  him  with  cords,  and  fo  began  our  li- 
^pl'UnoTigno.  berty  and  redemption  from  llavery  and  (in,and  currings,and  death.  But  he 
nm£nti[ud''«0p"s  ^^^  bound  fafter  by  bands  of  his  own  ;  his  Fathers  will,  and  mercy ,  pity  of 
fiiuris  noftW  pcrti-  the  world,  ptopliefies  and  myfterics  and  love  held  him  faft,  and  thefe  cerds 
«"'SStirn'^!  were  as  ftrong  as  death  •,  and  the  cords,  which  the  Souldiers  malice  put  up- 
tarx^opuscfl.  s.  on  his  holy  hands  were  but  fymboles  and  figures,his  own  compafTion  and  af- 
^" '  fe^ftion  were  the  nioralls.  But  yet  he  vndertook  this  ftiort  reftraint  and  con- 

SySirirnS^arm?'  ditlon  of  3  ptifoucr,  that  all  forts  of  perfecution  and  exteriour  calamities 
tjBuerunt.s  Aiibrof.  might  be  liallowed  by  his  fufception,  and  thefe  pungent  forrows  fhould  like 
bees  fling  him,  and  leave  their  fting  behinde,  that  all  the  fweetnelfe  fhould 
remain  for  us.  Some  melancholy  devotions  have  from  uncertai  n  ftories  ad- 
ded fad  circumflances  of  the  firfi  violence  done  to  our  LORD  j  that  they 
bound  him  with  three  cords  and  that  with  fo  nmch  violence,that  they  cau- 
fed  blood  to  ftart  from  his  tender  hands*,  that  they  fpit  then  alfo  upon  him 
with  a  violence  and  incivility  hke  that  which  their  Fathers  had  ufed  to- 
wards Hur  the  Brother  ofAawi^  whom  they  choaked  with  impure  fpittings 
into  his  throat,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  confent  to  the  making  a  golden  calf. 
Thefe  particulars  are  not  tranfmitted  by  certain  Records',  certain  it  is  they 
wanted  no  malice,and  now  no  power ,for  the  LORD  had  given  himfelf  into 
their  hands. 
1 1 .  S.Peter  feeing  his  Mafter  thus  ill  ufed  asked,A/d/?er,j7;d//  we  ftrike  with  the 

fword'i  And  before  he  had  his  anfwer  cut  off  the  ear  oiMalcbus.  Two  fwords 
there  were  in  Chrifls  family,and  S.  Peter  bore  one,either  becaufe  he  was  to 
Hill  the  Pafchall  Lamb,or  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  Countrey  tofecure 
theHi  againft  beafts  of  prey,  which  in  that  region  were  frequent,  and  dange- 
rous in  the  night.But  now  he  ufed  it  in  an  unlawful  war  j  he  had  no  compe- 
tent authority,  it  was  againft  the  minifters  of  his  lawfull  Prince,  and  againft 
our  Prince  we  muft  not  draw  our  fvvord  for  Chrifl  himfelf,himfelf  having  for- 
bidden us  j  as  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  fo  neither  were  his  defences 
fcculai-',  he  could  have  called  for  many  legionsof  Angels  for  his  guard,  if  he 
had  fo  pleafed  *,  and  we  read  that  one  Angel  ilew  1 8  5000  armed  men  in  one 
night  •,  and  therefore  it  was  a  vaft  power,which  was  at  the  command  of  our 
LORDjand  he  needs  not  fuch  low  auxiliaries  as  an  army  of  rebels, or  a  navy 
of  Pirates  to  defend  his  caufe  *,  he  firft  lays  the  foundation  of  our  happines 
in  his  fufferings,  and  hath  ever  fince  fupported  religion  by  patience  and  fuf- 
fering,  and  in  povert)^  and  all  the  circumftances  and  conjundures  of  impro' 
bablccaufcs.  Fighting  for  religion  is  certain  todeftroy  charity,but  not  cer- 
tain tofupport  faith.  S.Peter  therefore  may  ufe  his  keys,but  he  is  comman- 
ded to  put  up  his  fwordj  and  he  did  fo,  and  prefently  he  and  all  his  fellows 
fairly  ran  away,and  yet  thateourfe  was  much  the  moreChriftian,  for  though 
it  had  in  it  much  infirmity,yet  it  had  no  malice.  In  the  mean  time  the  Lord 
was  pleafed  to  touch  the  ear  of  Mdchus ,  and  he  cured  it  j  adding  to  the 
firft  inftance  of  power  in  throwing  them  to  the  ground,  an  adt  of  miraculous 
mercy,  curing  the  wounds  of  an  enemy  made  by  a  Friend.  But  neither  did 
Bemrente  in  this  pierce  their  callous  and  obduiate  fpirits ',  but  they  lead  him  in  uncouth 
via.  bibit. '  ^  wayes,and  through  the  brook  Cedron,  in  which  it  is  faid  the  ruder  fouldiers 
ffaLiioMlt.   plunged  himj  and  paifed  upon  him  all  the  aflronrs^nd  rudeneffes,  which  an 

infolent 
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infolent  and  crucll  multitude  could  think  of,  to  fignitic  their  contempt  and  "^p^j-t.  III. 

their  rage.  And  (lich  is  the  nature  of  evil  nien,who  when  they  arc  not  foftned  _ 

by  the  inftrumentsand  arguments  of  grace  are  much  hardned  by  therajfuch 

being  the  purpofe  of  GOD,  that  either,  grace  fhall  cure  fin,  or  accidentally 

increafe  it  •,  that  it  fliall  either  pardon  it,  or  bring  it  to  greater  punifliment  .• 

for  fo  I  have  feen  healthful  medicines  abufed  by  the  incapacities  of  a  health- 

Icfic  body  become  fuel  to  a  feaver,and  cncreafe  the  diftemperaturefrom  in- 

difpofition  to  a  fharp  difeafe,  and  from  thence  to  the  margent  of  the  grave. 

But  it  vv^as  otherwife  in  Sauly  whom  ]ESUS  threw  to  the  ground  with  a 

more  angry  found  then  thefe  pcrfecutors ',  but  Saul  rofe  a  Saint,  and  they 

perfified  Devils,  and  the  grace  of  GODdiftinguifhed  the  events. 


The  Pray  er. 

Ofioly  JESVS^  mak^  me  by  thy  example  to  conform  to  the  mil  of  that  eter- 
nal GOD^  voho  is  eur  Father.,  mercifull  and  gracious,  that  I  may  choofe  all 
thofe  accidents,  which  his  providence  hath  allually  diffofed  to  me,  that  1  may  kjiow 
no  de fires  but  his  commands,and  his  will,  and  that  in  all  affliBiom  I  may  fly  ^thither 
for  mercy,  pardon,  and  fupport,and may  wait  for  deliverance  in  fuch  times  andman- 
ners,which  the  Father  hath  refervedin  his  own  power,  and gracioujly  dijpenfes  aC" 
eording  to  his  infinite  wifdom  and  compaffion.  Holy  JESVS  give  me  the  gift  and 
(firit  of  prayer, and  do  thou  by  thy  gracious  interceffionfupply  my  ignorances  andpaf- 
ftonate  defires,]and  imperfeli  choices,  procuring  and  giving  to  me  fuch  returns  offa^ 
vour,  which  mayfupport  my  needs,  andferve  the  ends  of  religion,  and  the  jphit, 
which  thy  wifdom  choofes,  and  thy  pafion  hath  purchafed,  and  thy  grace  loves  t» 
beflow  upon  all  thy  faints  andfervatits.  Amen. 

2. 

Ej*  Ternall  GOD  fweeteft  JESV,  who  didfl  receive  Judoi  with  the  afeBion  of 
\f  a  SAVIOVR,  and  fuferedji  him  to  kjfe  thy  cheeky  T^J^h  the  ferenity  and 
tranquillity  of  GOD,  and  didft permit  the  fouldiers  to  binde  thee,  withpatience 
exemplary  to  all  ages  of  Martyrs,  and  didji  cure  the  wound  of  thy  encTtty  with  the 
charity  of  a  parent,  and  the  tendernejfe  of  an  infinite  pity^  0  Kijfe  me  with  the 
kjjfes  of  thy  month  ,  embrace  me  with  the  entertainments  of  a  gracious  LORD, 
and  let  my  ful  dwell  andfeafl  in  thee,  who  art  the  repofitory  of  eternall  fweetneffe 
and  refrejhments.  Binde  me  0  LORD  with  thofe  bands  which  tyedtheefafl,  the 
chains  of  love ',  that  fuch  holy  union  may  diffolve  the  cords  of  vanity,  and  confine 
the  bold  pretenfions  of  ufurping  paffions,  and  imprifon  all  extravagancies  of  an 
impertinent  fpir it y  and  lead  fin  captive  to  the  dominion  of  grace  and  fanBified  rea* 
fon,  thit  I  alfomay  imitate  all  the  parts  of  thy  holypajfion,  and  may  by  thy  bands 
get  my  liberty,  by  thy  kijfe  enkindle  charity,  by  the  touch  of  thy  hand,  and  the 
breath  of  thy  mouth  have  all  my  wounds  cured  and  reftoredto  the  integrity  of  a  A«- 
ly  penitent^  and  the  purities  of  innocence],  that  I  may  love  thee^  and pleafe  thee ^ 
and  live  with  thee  for  ever,  0  holy  and  fweeteft  jESV .  Amen. 

/if  2  i4d.Sea:.iS. 
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Conftderations  upon  the  accidents  happening 
from  the  apprehenfton  till  the  Cru- 
cifixion of  J  E-- 

S  V  S. 


,^^HE  houfeof  Annas  ftood  mi  the  mount  Sion,and  in  the 
^'  wayto  thehoufe  of  C<?7;)/;<j/,  and  thither  he  was  led  as 
to  the  firft  ftage  of  their  triumph  for  their  furprifc  of  a 
perfon  fo  feared  ,  and  defred  y  and  there  a  naughty  per- 
fonfmote  the  holy  jESUS  upon  the  face  for  faying  to 
Annas,  that  he  had  made  his  dodrine  publike,  and  that 
all  the  people  were  able  to  give  account  of  it  ?  to  whom 
die  lambe  of  GOD  fhewed  as  much  meeknefie  and  patience  in  his  anfwer, 
as  in  his  anfwer  to  Annas  he  had  fhewed  prudence  and  modefty.  For  now 
that  they  had  taken  jESUS  they  wanted  a  crime  to  objeft  againft  him,  and 
therefore  were  defirous  to  fnatch  occallon  from  his  difcourfes  ?  to  which 
they  refolved  toten.pt  him  byqueftions  and  affronts?  but  his  anfwer  was 
generall  and  indefinite,  fafe  and  true ,  enough  to  acquit  his  doftrinefrom 
fufpicions  of  fecret  defignes ,  and  yetfecure  againft  their  prefent  fnares  j  for 
now  himfelf ,  whoalwaieshad  the  innocence  of  Doves ,  was  to  joyn  with 
it  the  prudence  and  warineOe  of  ferpents*,  not  to  prevent  death,  (tor  that 
he  was  refolved  upon)  but  that  they  might  bedeftitute  of  all  apparence  of 
a  juft  caufe  on  his  part.  Here  it  was  that  Judas  received  his  money,and  iiere 
that  holy  face ,  which  was  defigned  to  be  that  obje<ft  in  the  beholding  of 
which  much  of  the  celeftiall  glory  doth  confift,  that  face,  which  the  Angels 
ftare  upon  with  wonder,  like  infants  at  a  bright  Sun-beam,  was  fmitten  ex- 
trajudicially by  an  incompetent  perfon,  with  circumftances  of  defpight,  ia 
theprefencc  of  a  Judge,  inafnllaifembly,  and  none  reproved  the  info- 
- ,       .      lency  and  the  cruelty  of  the  affront :  for  they  refolved  to  ufe  him  as  they 
Maicnus  lau'    ufe  wolves  and  tiives ,  withall  things  that  may  be  deftruftive,  violent  and 
mfjs  mt^s  ca-  j^pjous  •,  and  in  this  the  injury  was  heightned,  becaufe  the  blow  was  faid  to 
fttvusab  oris     ^^  ^j^^j^  ^^ Makhus  an  Idumean  flave,and  therefore  a  contempti ble  perfon: 
/    rA  tf '"""'   ^^^  ^^^  "^°^^  unworthy  by  his  ingratitude  j  for  fo  he  repayed  the H.jcfus  for 
jf       ■'t'         working  a  miracle  and  healing  his  ear.  But  fo  the  Scripture  was  fulfilled  j  He 
W-5o.«.        jfj^ii  ^jyg  }jj^  i^Q^y  j^  f/j^  finhers^and  bis  cheeks  to  the  nippers  ,  faith  the  Pro- 
Mimf}.$A,      pi^^j  Ifa^^and  they  jljall  finite  the  cheek,  of  the  judge  of  Ifrael-,  fmhMicah, 

And 
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And  this  very  clrcumOance  of  the  PafTion,La^antii]s  ^affiinis  to  have  been    part.  lilT 
forctoldhy  tht  Erytbr fan  SibylL  But  no  meekntfie  cr  indifferency  could 


engage  our  LORD,  not  toprotefthis  innocency,and  though  following  his  H-  Ljb.^.inftiu 
ftcps  we  muft  walk  in  the  regions  of  patience,  and  tranquillity  ,  and  admi-  cap.  1 8. 
rable  toleration  of  injuries,  yet  we  may  reprefent  fuch  defences  of  om -^if  dnfuMf  x*^- 
fclvcs,  which  by  not  reflfting  the  fentencc  may  reftifie  that  our  fuflering  is  ^f^  ,^  w^t/jwi 
undefciTed  :  and  ifourinnocency  will  notpreferve  our  lives,  it  will  ad-  ^-^^^  ;r^ 
vance  our  title  to  a  better  ?  and  every  good  caufe  ill  judged  fhall  be  ij,»v»cn  n  ^iS 
brought  to   another   tribunali   to   receive  a  juft   and  unerring  fen-  -oi^^ciIa  x*t' 

Annas  having  fuftered  this  unworthy  ufage  towards  a  perfon  fo  ex-  ^ , 

eellent ,  fent  him  away  to  Caiphas,  who  had  formerly  in  a  full  councell,  re-  yi^or  m 
folved  he  fliould  die,  yet  now  palliating  the  deftgne  with  the  fcheme  ef  a  tri-  $^j^farc*  ^  ^ 
bunall,  they  feek.  out  for  witnelfes,  and  the  witnefles  are  to  feek  for 
allegations  j  and  when  they  find  them,  they  are  to  feek  for  proof, 
and  thofe  proofes  were  to  feek  for  unity  and  confent,  and  nothing  was 
ready  for  their  purpofes,  but  they  were  forced  to  ufe  the  femblance  of 
ajudiciall  proccfle,  that  becaufe  they  were  to  make  ufe  of  Pilates  au- 
thority to  put  him  to  death  they  might  perfuade  Filate  to  accept  of  their 
examination  and  conviftion  without  further  enquiry.  But  fuch  had  been 
the  excellency  and  exemplar  piety  and  prudence  of  the  life  of  JE- 
SUS ,  that  if  they  pretended  againft  him  queftions  of  their  Law  they 
were  not  capitall  in  a  Roman  court.  If  they  affirmed,  that  he  had  moved 
the  people  to  fedition  and  affefted  the  kingdom  y  they  faw  that  all  the 
world  would  convince  them  of  falfe  teftimony  y  At  laft,  after  ma- 
My  attempts  they  accufed  him  for  a  figurative  fpecch,  a  trope,  which 
they  could  not  underftand  j  which  if  it  had  been  fpoken  in  a  literaM 
fenfe  and  had  been  a^ed  too  according  to  the  letter ,  had  been  fo  far 
from  a  fault  that  it  would  have  been  a  prodigy  of  power ,  and  it  had  been 
cafiertoraife  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  then  to  raife  the  temple  ofhisbo- 
^ie.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Lamb  of  GOD  left  his  caufe  to  defend  itfelf 
under  the  protedion  of  his  heavenly  Father  j  not  onely  becaufe  himfelf 
was  determined  to  die,  but  becaufe  if  he  had  not,  thofe  premifes  could 
never  have  inferred  \%  *,  but  this  filence  of  the  holy  JESUS  fulfilled  9, 
Prophefie,  it  made  his  enemies  full  of  murmur  and  amazement,  it  made 
them  to  fee  that  he  defpifed  the  accufations,  as  certain  and  appa- 
rent calumnies  *,  but  that  himfelf  was  fearlelfe  of  the  ilfue,  and  in 
the  fenfe  of  morality  and  myfteries ,  taught  us  not  to  be  too  apt  te 
cxcufe  our  felves ,  when  the  femblance  of  a  fault  lies  upon  us ,  un- 
Jefle  by  fome  other  duty  we  are  obliged  to  our  defences  j  fmce  he  lacmrmHS 
who  was  moft  innocent,  was  moft  filcnt^  and  it  was  expedient  ^^x.  Chrifti apologlFi 
as  the  firft  Adam  increafed  his  fin  by  a  vain  apology,  the  i\\t^ct  Adaabfolvii^ 
and  fuflerance  of  the  fecond  Adam  Ihould  expiate  and  rccon-  S.hieron, 
cile  it.  ift'Marc^ 

But  Caiphas  had  a  referve ,  which  he  knew  (Viould  do  the  bufineffe  in  5,   ' 

that  arcmbly  j  he  adjured  him  by  GOD  to  tell  him ,  if  he  were  the 
CIlRISt.  The  holy  JESUS  being  adjured  by  fofacred  a  name,  would 
not  no. V  refufc  ananfwer,  leaft  it  might  notconfift  with  that  honour  which 
16  due  to  it ,  and  which  he  alwaies  payed ",  and  that  he  might  neither 
defpife  the  authwity  of  the  High  prieft  nor  upon  fo  folemn  occafion  be 

1115  wanting 
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Part  III.       wanting  to  that  great  truth,  wh'ch  he  came  down  to  earth  to  peiTuade  to 

. _! the  world.  And  whenthrt-e  fuchcircumftances  occurre,  it  is  enough  to 

open  our  mouths,  though  we  let  in  death  *,  and  fo  did  our  LORD  :  confelTed 

hiiiifeif  to  be  the  cIlAIST  the  Son  of  the  living    G  0  D  ;  and  this 

the  High  prieft  v/as  pleafed ,  as  the  defigne  was  laid  to  call ,  blafphc- 

mie,  and  there  they   voted  him  to  die.  Then  it  was,  the  hi^h  Pneji 

rent  his  clothes  ;  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent,  when  the  PafTion  was  fi- 

niflied  j  rheclothesof  the  Priefts  at  the  beginning  of  if,  and  as  thatflgni- 

tied  the  departing  ©f  the  Synagogue  and  laying  religion  open  ',  fo  did  the 

Cenfiidit  vejti'  rending  the  garments  of  Caiphas^  prophetically  fignitie  that  the  Priefthood 

veriiafuaoften-  fhould  be  rent  from  him,  and  from  the  nation:  and  thus  the  perfonated 

dens  turpitkdi'  and  theatricall  admiration  at  ]ESUS,  became  the  type  of  his  own  punifli- 

tmn  fuam^fy" ^    inentyind  conligned  the  nation  to  deletion  j  and  ufually  GOD  fo  difpenfes 

mditatem  ani-  his  )udgements,that  when  men  perfonate  the  tragedies  of  others,they  really 

niAyfy  n^fxerin  ad  their  own. 

manifejids^con'  whileft  thefe  things  were  afting  concerning  the  LORD,  a  fad  accident 
f^ndendum  ejfe  happened  to  his  fervant  Peter  j  for  being  engaged  in  ftrangc  and  evill 
/kcerdotium  ve-  comTpany  in  the  midk  of  danger,  furprized  with  a  Qijeflion  without 
tHs.Orig,  time  to  deliberate  an  anfwcr ,  to   finde  fubrerfuges  or  to  for  title  hi  m- 

Memait.  felf,  denied  his  LORD  fliamefully ,  with  fome boldneffe at  firft,  and 

%.Hkronym.     this  grew  to  a  licentious  confidence ,  and  then  to  impudence ,  and  deny- 
4*         !Hg  with  perjury,  that  he  knew  not  his  LORD,  who  yet  was  known  to 
him  as  his  own  heart,  and  was  deerer  then  his  eyes,  and  for  whom  he 
profeflcd  but  a  little  before,  he  would  die  '■,  hue  did  not  do   fo,  till 
many  yeers  after.    But  thus  he  becasne  to  us  a  fad  example  of  humane 
infirmity  j  and  if  the  Prince  of  the  Apoftles  fellfofoulely  ,  it  is  full  of 
"•OyTf^OTV  ey      pity,  but  not  to  be  upbraided  if  we  fee  the  fall  of  lelTer  ftars  j  and  yet 
©K/fltj  ib7«  e»,t/jc-  that  we  may  prevent  fo  great  a  mine  we  muft  not  mingle  with  fuch  com- 
0«»  •;7oy7a/,  Imi  pany,who  will  provoke  or  fcorn  us  into  fin,  and  if  we  do,  yet  we  muft  ftand 
«^«'«j«;7icu  -wis  ^PO"  our  guard  that  a  fuddain  motion  do  not  furprize  us :  or  if  we  be  arreft:- 
^vx^'ii  «xo\«-    ^^9  yet  let  us  not  enter  further  into  our  fin,  like  wilde  beafts  intricaring 
tS^iffjK  AgaUt,    themfelves  by  their  impatience.  For  there  are  fome ,  who  being  afliamed 
Viac.Gapit.      ^"^  impatient  to  have  been  engaged  ?  take  fand:uary  in  boldnefie  and 
4dmonit.6Q,      ^  fhameleffe  abetting  it  ,   fo  runifiing   into  the  darkneffe  of  hell  to 
Leoferm.Q'd€    ^'^^  ^^^'^  nakednelTe j  but  he  alfo  by  returning ,  and  rifing  inftant- 
tA(f,Dom.i^     ly  became  to  us  a  rare  example  of  penitence,  and  his  not  lying  long  in  the 
Euthym,inhKne  crime  did  facilitate  this  reftitution.  For  the  fpirit  of  GOD  being  extin- 
kmm.  '  guifhed  by  our  works  of  darknefie,  is  like  a  taper,  which  if,  affoon  as 

the  flame  is  blown  out ,  it  be  brought  to  the  fire,  it  fucks  light  and  with* 
out  trouble  is  reenkindled  ?  but  if  it  cools  into  death  and  ftilienefle 
it  requires  a  longer  ftay  and  trouble.  The  holy  jESUS  in  the  midft 
of  his  own  fufferings  forgat  not  his  fervants  danger,  but  was  plea- 
fed  to  look  upon  him ,  when  the  cock  crew,  and  the  cock  was  the  prea- 
cher ,  and  the  look  of  jESUS  was  the  grace  that  made  the  Sermon  efte- 
iftuall ,  and  becaufe  he  was  but  newly  fallen  and  his  habituall  love  of 
hisMafter,  thoftgh  interrupted,  yet  Mad  fuft'ered  no  natural  abatement, 
lie  returned  with  the  fwiftnelfe  of  an  eagle  to  the  embraces  and  primitive  af- 
fe^ftionsof  his  LORD. 
'5'  By  this  time  fuppofe  fen tence  given ,  C/Z/pA^/ prejudging  all  the  Sanhe- 

<Irimj  for  hefirft  declared  jESliS  tohav^  fpokcn  blafphemy ,  and  the 
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rj(?tto  be  notorious,  and  then  afked  their  votes,  which  who  fo  then  fliould     p^rtllL 

have  denied,  muft  have  contefied  the  judgement  of  the  high  Prieft  ,  who [ 

by  the  favour  of  the  Romans  was  advanced,  (Valerius  Gratus,  who  was  Pre- 
f  dent  of  Jiidea,  having  been  his  Patron)  and  his  fadion  potent ,  and  his 
malice  great,  and  his  heart  fet  upon  this  bufmefle  *,  all  which  inconveni- 
ence none  of  them  durfl  have  fuffered,  unlefTe  he  had  had  the  confidence 
greater  then  of  an  Apoftlcat  that  time.  But  this  fentence  was  but  like 
ftrong  difpofitions  to  an  enraged  feaver,he  was  onely  declared  apt  and  wor- 
thy for  death ;  they  had  no  power  at  that  time  to  inflid:  it  j  but  yet  they 
let  loofc  all  the  fury  of  mad-men  and  infolency  of  wounded  fmarting  foul- 
diers  :  and  although  from  the  time  of  his  being  in  the  houfe  of  Annoi  tiM 
the  Councel  met  they  had  ufedhim  withfiudied  indignities?  yet  now  they 
renewed  and  doubled  the  unmercifulaefie,  and  their  injuftice ,  to  fo  greac 
a  height ,  that  their  injuries  muft  needs  have  been  greater  then  his  pati- 
ence, ifhis  patience  had  been  lefle  then  infinite  ',  for  thus,  Mans  redemp- 
tion grows  up,  as  the  load  fwels,  which  the  holy  jESUS  bare  for  us  *,  for 
thefe  were  our  portion ,  and  we  having  turned  the  flowres  of  Paradife  int© 
thirties ,  fliould  for  ever  have  felt  their  infelicity,  had  not  jESUS  paid  the 
debt.  But  he  bearing  them  upon  his  tender  body  with  an  even  and  excel- 
lent anddifpafTionate  fpirit,  offered  up  thefe  beginnings  of  fofl'erings  to  his 
Father  to  obtain  pardon  even  for  them,  that  injured  him,  and  fpr  all  die 
World. 

ludas  now  feeing,  that  this  matter  went  further  then  he  intended  it,  re-  ^ 
pentedofhisfad;-,  for  although  evil  perfons  are  in  theprogrefie  of  their 
iniquity  invited  on  by  new  arguments  ,  and  fupported  by  confidence  and 
a  carelelfe  fpirit  i  yet  when  iniquity  is  come  to  the  height,  or  fo  great  a 
proportion  that  it  is  apt  to  produce  defpair,  or  an  intolerable  condition, 
then  the  Devil  fufters  the  Confcience  to  thaw  and  grow  tender*,  but  it  is 
the  tendernelTe  of  a  Bile,  it  is  forenelTe  rather  and  a  new  difeafe :  and  either 
it  conies  when  the  time  of  repentance  is  paft ,  or  leads  to  fome  ad",  which 
fhall  make  the  pardon  to  be  impofTible,  and  fo  it  happened  here.  For  ludn^s 
cither  impatient  ofthefhame,  orofthefting,  was  thruft  on  to  defpair  of 
pardon,  with  a  violence  as  hafty  and  as  great  as  were  his  needs.  And  de- 
fpair is  very  often  ufed  like  the  bolts  and  bars  of  Hell  gates ,  it  feizes  upon 
them  that  had  entred  into  the  fuburbs  of  eternal  death  by  an  habitual  fin, 
audit  fecures  them  againft  all  retreat.  And  the  Devil  is  forward  enough 
to  bring  a  Man  to  repentance,  provided  it  be  too  late  j  and  Efau  wept  bit- 
terly and  repented  him  :  and  the  five  foolifh  Virgins  lift  up  their  voice  a- 
loud  when  the  gates  were  Oiut  *,  and  in  Hell  Men  fhall  repent  to  all  eter- 
nity. But  I  confider  the  very  great  folly  and  infelicity  of /«iii?/ j  it  was  at 
midnight  he  received  his  money  in  the  hou(Q  o(  Annas  ^  betimes  in  that 
morning  he  repented  his  bargain,  he  threw  the  money  back  again,  but  his 
fm  ftuck  clofe,  and  it  is  thought  to  a  fad  eternity.  Such  is  the  purchafe  of 
treafon,  and  the  reward  ofcovetoufneHe  ,  it  is  cheap  in  its  offers,  niomen- 
tany  in  irs  pcrefFion,  unfatisfying  in  the  fruition,  uncertain  in  the  ftay,  fud- 
den  in  its  departure,  hoirid  in  the  remembrance,  and  a  ruine,  a  certain  and 
miferable  ruine  is  in  the  event.  When  ludas  came  in  that  fad  condition, 
and  told  his  miferable  ftory  to  them  that  fet  him  on  work,  they  let  him  go 
away  unpitied,  he  had  fei  ved  their  ends  in  betraying  his  LORD,  and  thofc 
that  hire  fuch  fervantsufe  to  leave  them  in  the  difafter,  to  fhame,  and  to 
fcrrow  j  and  fo  did  the  Priefts,but  took  the  money,  andrefufed  to  put  it  in- 

lii  4  to 
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v'     Til       ^^ ^^^^  treafury,  becaufe  ic  was  the  price  of  blood  j  but  they  made  no  fcru- 
Fart  111.      p|g  j.^  ^^^^  -jj.  fj.Qj^^  ^j^g  treafury  to  buy  that  blood.  Any  thing  fecms  lawful, 


Inde  iacerdotei  that  ferves  the  ends  of  ambitious  and  bloody  pc! fons,  aid  then  they  are 
pretwm  quod  fcrupulous  in  their  cafes  of  confcience  ,  when  nothing  of  intcrefk  does  in- 
iangninis  tdec  tervene  j  for  evil  men  make  religion  the  fervant  of  intereft,a'nd  fometimes 
adS^Tar  con-  "^^^^  ^^^  ^^'»^'  ^^^^  '^  ^^  ^^^  ^^"^^  ^^^^^  religion,  and  fufpeft  that  all  of  it 
dcretempli  IS  a  dcdgne,  becaufe  many  great  politicks  make  it  fo.  The  end  of  the  tra- 
«iiod  dare  cum  gedy  was,  that  ^udas  dyed  with  an  ignoble  death,  naarked  with  the  circum.- 
Kcitum,duT.ran;  ftances  of  a  horrid  judgement,  and  perifhed  by  the  moft  infamous  hands  in 
Stur^^^*'^     '     ^^^  world,  that  is,  by  his  own.  Which  if  it  be  confronted  againft  the  excel- 

Credebanc .    lentfpirit  of  S.  Fet^r,  who  did  an  aft  as  contradidory  to  his  honour  and 

Juvencus  I.  4.  the  grace  of  G  O  D  as  could  be  eafily  imagined,  yec  taking  fanftuary  in  the 
kift.  Ev«ng,  armes  of  his  LORD,  he  lodged  in  his  heart  for  ever,and  became  an  example 
•Non  potuic  Ju-  jQ  ^ij  j.|^^  world  of  the  excellency  of  the  Divine  mercy  and  the  efficacy  of  a 
das  pttoren.anu  .,1  ,t  .11  •  "^  J       ** 

perire,  &  oiiair*  "^v  "°P^  ^"^  ^  hearty,. timely  and  operative  repentance, 
vis  fcderatum       But  now  all  thmgs  were  ready  for  the  purpofe,  the  High  Prleft  and  all 
©cciderit,  non    his  Councell  go  along  with  the  holy  JESUS  to  the  houfe  of  Pilate^  hoping 
s^A*^^  ^d"^^"*"    ^^  would  verify  their  fentence,  and  bring  it  to  execution,  that  they  might 
Dei"l  /c^i7.  ^"^^  ^^  ^'^  °^  ^^^""  ^^^^^->  ^""^  ^"i°y  ^^^"^  ^"'  ^"'^  ^^^'"^  reputation  quietly. 
'   'n,        '  S.  Bd/?/ affirms,  that  the  Highprieft  caufed  theholy  jESUSto  be  ledwith 
in  Myfiagop,    ^  ^^^d  about  his  neck,  and  in  memory  of  that,  the  Priefts  for  many  ages 
Ecclef,        '    wore  a  ftole  about  theirs  j  but  the  Jewes  did  ic  according  to  the  cuftonie  of 
Author,  com.    ^^^  nation  to  fignifie  he  was  condemned  to  death  ?  they  defired  Vilate  that 
mMarcapud,  ^^  would  crucify  him  they  having  found  him  worthy.  And  when /'f/dfe 
S*  Hum*    '  ^"quired  into  the  particulars,  they  gave  him  a  generall  and  indefinite 
anfwer  *,  //  he  were  not  guilty  we  wstdd  not  have  brought  him  unto  thee^  they 
intended  not  to  make  fiUte  judge  of  the  caufe,  but  execute r  of  their 
creelty.  But  Vilate  had  not  learned  to  be  guided  by  an  implicite  faith  of 
fuch  pcrfons,  which  he  knew  to  be  malicious  and  violent,  and  therefore 
ftill  called  for  inftances  and  arguments  of  their  accufation  :  and  that  all  the 
world  might  fee  with  how  great  unworthineffe  they  profecnted  the  Afeffi- 
tts^  They  chiefly  there  accufed  him  of  fuch  crimes  upon  which  themfelves 
condemned  him  not,  and  which  they  knew  tobefalfe  j  but  yet  Hkely  to 
more  Pilate^  if  he  had  been  pafTionate  or  inconfiderate  in  his  fentences. 
[He  offered  to  make  himfelf  a  King  ,  J  this  difcourfe  happened  at  the  entry 
of  the  Pratorium  j  for  the  Jewes  who  made  no  confcience  of  killing  the 
King  of  heaven,  made  a  confcience  of  the  externall  cuftomes  aud  cere- 
monies of  their  law ,  which  had  in  them  no  interiour  fanftity,  which  were 
apt  tofeparate  them  from  the  nations,and  remark  them  with  charafters  of 
religion  and  abflraftion ;  it  would  defile  them  to  go  to  a  Roman  Forum, 
where  a  capitall  aftion  was  to  be  judged,  andyetthcef^ufionof  the  beft 
blood  in  the  world  was  not  eftecmed  againft  their  religion  j  fo  violentand 
blinde  is  the  fpirit  of  malice,  which  turns  humanity  into  cruelty,  wifdom 
into  craft,  diligence  into  fubornation,  and  religion  into  fuperftition. 
Ill  Two  other  articles  they  alleadged  againft  him ,  but  the  firft  concerned 

vioiVilate^zn&  thefecond  was  involved  in  the  third,  and  therefore  be  chofe 
to  examine  him  upon  this  onelyof  his  being  a  King.  To  which  the  holy 
Jesus  anfwered,that  it  is  true,he  was  a  King  indeed,  but  not  of  this  world  j 
his  throne  is  heaven,  the  Angels  arc  his  courtiers,  and  the  whole  creation 
«re  his  fubje^s.  Hfs  regiment  isfpiritnal^  his  ^odicwories  are  the  courts 
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f>fconrcieiic€and  Church  tribunals,  and  at  Doonicfday  the  clouds,  the    p^rt   HL 

tribute  which  he  demands  arc  conformity  to  his  Lawes,  Faith,  Hope,  and 

Charity,  no  other  gabcls  but  the  duties  of  a  holy  fpirir,  and  the  exprcITes 
cf  a  religious  worfhip  and  obedient  will,  and  a  confenting  underftanding : 
and  in  all  this,  Pilate  thought  the  intereft  of  Cafar  was  not  invaded-  For 
certain  it  is,  the  difciplme  of  JESUS  confirmed  it  much,  andfupportedic 
by  theftrongeft  pillars.  And  here  FiUte  faw  how  impertinent  and  malici- 
ous their  accufation  was  j  and  we  who  declaim  againft  theunjuft  proceed- 
ings of  the  Jews  againft  our  deereft  LORD,  fhould  do  well  to  take  care  that 
we  in  accuiing  any  of  our  Brethren  either  with  malicious  purpofe  or  with  an 
uncharitable  circumftance  do  not  commit  the  fame  fault,  which  in  them  wc 
fo  hate  and  accufe.  Let  no  Man  fpeak  any  thing  of  his  Neighbour,  but  what 
is  truej  and  yet  if  a  truth  be  heightned  by  the  biting  rhetcrick  of  a  fatyrical 
fpirit,  extended  and  drawn  forth  in  circumftances  and  arts  of  aggravation, 
the  truth  becomes  a  load  to  the  guilty  perfon,  is  a  prejudice  to  the  fentencc 
of  the  Judge,  and  hath  not  fo  much  as  the  excufe  of  zeal,  much  lefle  the 
charity  of  Chriftianity.    Sufficient  to  every  Man  is  the  plain  (tory  of  his 
crime  j  andto  excufeas  much  of  it  as  we  can  would  better  become  us, 
who  perifh ,  unlefle  we  be  excufed  for  infinite  irregularities.  But  if  we 
adde  this  alfo,  that  we  accufe  our  Brethren  before  them ,  that  may  amend 
them  and  reform  their  errour,  if  we  pitty  their  perfons  &  do  not  hate  them, 
if  we  feek  nothing  of  their  difgrace,  and  make  not  their  fhame  publike, 
but  when  the  publike  is  neceflarily  concerned,  or  the  ftate  of  the  mans 
fin  requires  it,  then  our  accufations  arecharitablejbutif  they  be  nor,  all 
fuch  accufations  are  accepted  by  CHRIST  with  as  much  difpleafure  in  pro- 
portion to  the  degree  of  the  malice,  and  the  proper  eft'ed",  as  was  this  accu- 
faiion  of  his  own  perfon. 

But  Pilate  having  pronounced  JESUS  innocent,  and  perceiving  he  was  ^' 

a  Galilean  fent  him  to  Herod  as  being  a  more  competent  perfon  to  deter- 
mine concerning  one  of  his  own  jurifdiftion.  Herod  was  glad  at  the  honour 
done  to  him,  and  the  perfon  brought  him  y  being  now  dedrous  to  fee  fome 
miracle  done  before  him.  But  the  holy  JESUS  fpake  not  one  word  there, 
nor  did  any  figne ,  fo  to  reprove  the  fottifh  careleflenefle  of  Herod  who  li- 
ving in  the  place  of  jESUS's  abode,  never  had  feen  his  perfon,  or  heard  his 
Sermons.  And  if  we  negled:  the  opportunities  of  grace,  &  refufe  to  hear  the 
voice  ofChrift  in  the  time  of  mercy  and  divine  appointment,  we  may  arrive 
at  that  ftate  of  mifery  in  which  Chrrft  will  refufe  to  fpeak  one  word  of  com- 
fort to  us ',  and  the  Homilies  of  the  Gofpel  fhall  be  dead  letters,  &  the  fpiric 
not  at  all  refreflicd,  nor  the  underftanding  inftrufted,  nor  the  attedions  mo- 
ved, nor  the  will  determined*,  but  becaufe  we  havc,during  all  our  time  ftopc 
our  ears,  in  his  time  GOD  will  ftophis  mouth ,  and  fliut  up  the  fprings  of 
grace,  that  wc  fhall  receive  norefreflimentor  inftruftion  or  pardon  or  feli:^ 
city. JESUS  fufl'ered  not  himfelf  to  be  moved  at  the  pertinacious  accufations 
cf  the  Jews,  nor  the  deljres  of  the  tyrant,  but  perfevered  in  filence,  till  Hi- 
rod  and  his  fervants  defpifed  him  and  difmilfed  him  :  For  fo  it  became  our 
high  Prieft,  who  was  to  famdifie  all  our  fufFerings,  to  confecrate  affronts  and 
fcorn,  that  we  may  learn  to  endure  contempt,  and  to  fuffer  our  felves  in  a 
religioBS  caiife  to  be  defpifed',&  when  it  happens  in  any  other^to  remember 
thatwehaveourdeareftLor^fora  precedent  of  bearing  it  with  admira- 
ble fimplicity  and  a^animity  ©f  ckportmenf,  and  it  is  a  mighty  ftock 
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"  p      j|Z       of  felf  love,  that  dwells  in  our  fpirirs,  which  makes  us  of  all  afflidions  moft 
^^^^^^'      impatient  of  this.  Butwhen  jESUS  endured  thisdefpighc  and  fufltred 
this  to  be  added,  that  he  was  cT^pofed  in  fcorn  to  the  boyes  of  the  ftreers. 
For  Herod  caufed  him  to  be  arayed  in  white,  fent  hinj  out  to  be  fccrned 
by  the  people,  and  hooted  at  by  idle  perfons,  and  To  ren^itredhim  to 
Pilate.  And  fince  that  accident  to  our  LORD,  the  church  hath  not  undc- 
cently  chofe  to  clothe  her  Priefts  widialbs  or  white  garments  j  and  it  is 
a  fymbolicall  intimation  and  reprefentment  of  that  part  of  the  pafTion  and 
affront  which //ero^pafled  upon  the  holy  jESUS  j  and  this  is  fo  far  from 
deferving  a  reproof,  that  it  were  to  be  wifhed  all  the  children  of  the 
Church  would  imitate  all  thofe  graces,  which  CHRIST  eicercifed,  when  he 
©«M  3'  ^t   tTiu  wore  that  garment,  which  fhe  hath  taken  up  in  ceremony  and  thankful! 
reXne    «f/K*t  ®-  memory ,  that  is,  in  all  their  a<ftions  and  fuflerings  be  fo  eftranged  from  fe- 
»V,  (A»  KafATTfot  cular  arts  and  mixtures  of  the  world,  fo  intent  upon  religion,  and  adive 
to%  -mte  ;^\«^w..  hi  all  its  interefts,  (o  indifferent  to  all  ads  of  providence,  fo  equall  in  all 
CTVjwc  Til'  KapS>i(t  chances,  fo  patient  of  tvery  accident,  fo  charitable  to  enemies,  and  fo 
Memn.     '       undetermined  by  exteriour  events,  that  nothing  may  draw  us  forth  from 
thefeveritiesof  our  religion,  or  entice  us  from  the  retirements  of  are- 
collefted  and  fober  and  patient  fpirit,  or  make  us  to  depart  from  the  cour- 
tefies  of  piety  though  for  fuch  adhefion  and  purfuit  we  beeflecmed  fools  or 
ignorant  or  contemptible. 
*®*  When  VUate  had  received  the  holy  ]  E  S  U  S  and  found  that  flerod  had 

fent  him  back  uncondemned,  he  attempted  to  refcue  him  from  their  ma- 
lice by  making  him  a  donative  and  afrecdman  at  the  petition  of  the  peo- 
ple. But  they  preferred  a  murderer,  andarebellj  Barabbas  before  him  ^ 
for  themfelues  being  rebels  againft  the  King  of  heaven,  loved  to  acquit 
perfons  criminall  in  the  fame  kinde  of  Hn,  rather  then  their  LORD  againft 
a  S.  Aug.  trac.  whom  they  took  up  all  the  armes,  which  they  could  receive  from  violence 
i$.2n  John,     and  perfe<ft  malice,  a  de firing  to  have  him  crucified  who  raifed  the  dead^  and 
^rnu^^;fteth  a-dibi'!'  ^^  ^^'^^  ^he  othcr  Tckafed  who  deflrojed  the  living.  And  when  Pf/^f^  fav/ they 
aquecoiumnis      '  wete  fet  upou  it,  he  confented  and  delivered  him  firft  to  be  fcourged, 
dhZ7JlSi.^^'  ^  which  the  fonldiers  executed  with  violence  and  unrelenting  hands,  open- 
p!l!i'    .L  ine  his  virginall  body  to  nakcdnelTe  and  tearing  his  tender  llelli  till  the 

verftatadhuc,  fern-  ^  °  1     1        •   1  ^t  r  t      ,       1  1         i      t      •  1     • 

piumqj  feritvene-    pavemettt  was  putpled  With  alhower  oi  noiy  blood,  it  is  reported  in 

NosJ'Scurftis   the  Ecclefiafticall  ftory,  that  when  S.Agnes  and  S.  B4r/)dr4  holy  virgins 

ia)muncsvivercfli-^  and  Mattyts  were  ftripd  naked  to  execution,  GOD  pitying  their  great 

c'Naz.mChr.  ^^^^^^  ^"^  trouble  to  have  their  nakedncffe  difcovered  made  forthem  a 

patien  *  ^^'^  ^^  ^'§^^t»  ^nd  fent  them  to  a  niodeft  and  def  red  death   But  the  holy 

ccaitu'-n  toto       Jesus,  who  chofe  all  forts  of  fhame  and  confuHon,  that  by  a  fulneffe  oi 

TmSi,"  ^"'^'"*      fuftering  he  might  expiate  his  fathers  anger,and  that  he  might  confecrate  to 

our  fufferasce  al  kinde  of  aftront  and  paffion,endnred  even  the  fhame  of  na- 

kednelfe  at  the  time  of  his  fcourging,  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  devefred  of 

his  robes,  that  wemight  be  clothed  with  that  ftole  he  put  off",  forthere- 

•  fore  he  took  on  himthe  ftate  of  finning  Adarn^  and  became  naked ,  that  we 

might  firft  be  clothed  with  righteoufnelTe  and  then  with  im.mortality. 

^^'  After  tliey  had  fcourged  him  without  remorfe,  they  clothed  himwit^j 

purple^  and  crowned  htm  with  thorns ,  and  put  a  cane  in  his  hand  for  a  fcepter, 

and  bowed  their  knees  before  him,  and  faluted  him  with  mockery,  with  a 

f  Hail  King  of  the  ]cws,J  and  they  beat  him  andfpit  upon  him,  and  then 

Filate  brought  hini  fcrthyand  flicwed  thi£  fad  fpedacle  to  the  people,hopin§ 

tkis 
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this  might  move  them  to  con-pafTion  who  never  loved  to  fee  a  Man  profpc-    p^^  1 1 1,  i 

rous,  and  are  alv/aies  troubled  to  fee  the  fame  man  in  niifery.  Eur  the  earth, ^ 1_ 

which  was  curfed  for  Ackms  fake ,  and  was  fowed  with  thornes  and  rhiftles 
produced  the  full  harveft  of  them,  and  the  fecond  Adam  gathered  rhem  all, 
and  made  garlands  of  them  as  enlignes  cf  his  vidory ,  which  he  was  now  in 
p^rfuit  of  againffc  fin  ,  the  grave  and  hell  *,  and  we  alfo  may  make 
oiir  themes  which  are  in  thcmfclves  pungent  and  dolorous  to  be  a  crown,  if 
we  bear  them  patiently ,  and  unite  them  to  CHRISTS  pafHon,  and  offer 
them  to  his  honour,  and  bear  them  in  his  caufe,  and  rejoyce  in  them  for  hifi 
fake  j  and  indeed  after  fuch  a  grove  of  thornes  growing  upon  the  head  of 
our  LORD,to  fee  one  of  CHRISTS  members  foft,delicate,and  elteminate, 
is  a  great  indecency,  ne^t  to  this  of  feeing  the  Jews  u^c  the  KING  cf  glory 
with  the  greateft  reproach  and  infamy. 

Eutnorhingprevairmg,noi^  the  innocence  of  JESUS,  nor  his  immunity        .^^ 
from  thefentence  of  HexQti^  nor  the  induftry  and  diligence  oi  Pilate,  nor 
tfeemifery,  nor  the  fight  of  the  affli<^ed  lamb  of  GOD,  at  laft(forfoGod 
<Iecreed  to  permit  it,  and  CHRIST  to  fufter  it)  F/Aife  gave  fen tencc  of 
death  upon  him,  having  firft  wafhed  his  hands,of  which  GOD  fcrved  his  end 
to  declare  the  innocence  of  his  Son,  of  which  in  tliis  whole  procelfc  he 
was  nioft:  curious ,  and  fuffered  not  the  leaft  probability  to  adhere  tohinr, 
yet   Pilate  feiTed    no  end   of  his,  nor  preferved  any  thing  cf  his  inno- 
cence.   He  that  rails  upon  a  Prince,  and  cryes,  faving  your  honour,  you 
are  a  Tyrant,  and  he  that  ftrikes  a  man  upon  the  face  and  cryes  him  mer- 
cy, and  undoes  him  and  fayes  it  was  in  jeft,  doesjuft  like  that  perfon  ,  that 
(ins  againft  GOD,  and  thinks  to  be  excufed  by  faying  it  was  againft  his  con- 
fcicnce  j  that  is  wafiiing  our  hands,  when  they  are  ftained  in  blood ,  as  if  a 
ceremony  of  purification  were  enough  to  cleanfe  a  foul  from  the  fta ins  of 
afpiritual  impurity.  So  fomerefufe  not  to  take  any  oathin  times  of  per- 
fecution ,  and  fay  it  obliges  not ,  becaufe  it  was  forced ,  and  done  a- 
gainft  their  wills  j  as  if  the  doing  of  it  were  wafhed  oft  by  protefting 
againft    it,  whereas   the    protefting  againft   it    declares  me  criminall 
if  I  rather  choofe  not  death  then  that  which  I  profefe  ro  be  a  fin.  But  all 
the  perfons,  which  cooperated  in  this  death ,  were  in  this  life  conf  gned  to 
a  fearful  1  judgement  after  it.  The  Jewes  took  the  blood(which  Pilate  feem- 
ed  to  wafh  oft)  upon  themfelves  and  their  children,  and  the  blood  of  this 
Pafchal  Lambe  ftuck  upon  their  forehead  and  marked  them,  not  to  efcape, 
but  to  fall  under  the  fwordof  the  deftroying  Angel,and  they  perifhed  ei- 
ther by  a  more  hafty  death,or  fhortly  after  in  the  extirpation  and  miferable 
ruine  of  their  nation  *,  and  Pilate  who  had  a  lefie  fliare  in  the  crime,  yet  had 
a  black  chara<S^er  of  a  fecular  judgement",  for  not  long  after,  he  was  by  Vi-  Ado  in  Chroiu 
teilius  the  Prefldent  of  Syria  km  to  Rome  to  anfwer  to  the  crimes  obicded 
againft  him  by  i\\t  Jewes^  whom  to  pleafc  he  had  done  fo  nvuch  violence 
to  his  Confcience*,  and  by  Cefars  fentcnce  he  was  banifhed  to  Vienna, 
deprived  of  all  his  honours,  where  he  lived  inglorioufly  till  by  impati- 
ence of  his  calamity  he  killed  himfelf  with  his  own  hand.  And  thus  the 
"blood  cf  jESUS  fhed  for  the  falvation  of  the  world  became  to  them 
a  curfc,  and  that  which  purifies  the  Saints  ftuck  to  them  that  ftied  it,  and 
mingled  it  not  with  the  tears  of  repentance,  to  be  a  leproufie  loathfome 
and  incurable.  So,  Manna  turnes  to  wormcs,  and  the  wine  of  Angels  to 

vincgcr 
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Pjij.^  jjr  ^   Vincger  and  Lees,  when  it  is  received  into  impure  veffels,  or  rafted  hy 

. ]l,  wanton  palates  *,  and  the  Sun  himfelf  produces  Rats  and  Serpents,  when  it 

refleds  upon  the  dirt  of  Nilus. 

The  Prayer. 

ONsly  and  Jtnnacukte  Lamb  of  GOD  y  who  rvenpleafed  tofufferjhame  and 
forrow^  to  be  brought  before  tribunals^  to  be  accufedmalidoufly^  betrayed 
treacheroujly,  condemned  unjuftly^  andfcourged  mofl  rudely^  fuffermg  the  mofl  fe- 
ver e  and  mofi  unhandfome  mfljliions  ^  which  could  be  procured  by  potent,  fubtile, 
and  extremefi  malice,  and  did f  choofe  this  out  of  love  greater  then  the  love  of  Mo- 
then,  more  afe^ionate  then  the  tears  ef  joy  and  pity,  droptfi-om  the  eyes  ofmofi 
fafjionate  women  *,  by  thefe  fontinels  of  blood  iffujng  forth  life  and  health  and  par  ^ 
don  upon  all  thine  enemies  ;  teach  me  to  apprehend  the  bafenejfe  of  fin  in  proportion 
to  thegreateftofthnfe  calamities,  which  my  fin  made  it  neceyary  for  thee  tefufer^ 
that  Imay  hate  the  caufe  of  thy  fnferings,  and  adore  thy  mercy  y  and  imitate  thy 
charity,  and  copy  eut  thy  patience  and  humility,  and  love  thy  perfon  to  the  utmofi 
extent  and  degrees  of  my  afeifions.  LORD,  what  am  /,  that  the  eternal  Son  of 
&0D  ffjould  fufer  one  ftripe  for  me  .^  But  thy  love  is  infinite  j  and  how  great  a 
mifery  is  it  to  provoke  byfinfo  great  a  mercy ,  and  defpife  fo  miraculous  a  good- 
nejfe,  and  to  dofreJhdefpighttotheSonneofOOD  ?  But  our  finnes  areinnumc 
rable,  and  our  infirmities  are  mighty.  Veer  eft  jESVpity  me,  for  I  am  accufed  by 
tny  own  confidence,  and  am  found  guilty ,  I  am  ftripped  nak$d  of  my  innocence,  and 
bound  faft  by  luft,  and  tormented  with  ftripes  and  wounds  of  enraged  appetites. 
But  let  thy  innocence  excufe  me,  the  robes  of  thy  righteoufneffe  clothe  me,  thy  bon- 
dage fet  me  free,  and  thy  ftripes  heal  me ,  that  thou  being  my  Advocate,  my  Phyfi- 
€ian,  my  Patron  and  my  LORD,  I  may  be  adopted  into  the  union  of  thy  merits,and 
partaike  of  the  efficacy  of  thy  fuferings,  and  be  crowned  as  thou  art,  having  my  fins 
changed  to  vertues ,  and  my  thornes  to  rayes  of  glory  under  thee  our  Head^  in  the 
participations  of  eternity^  0  holy  and  immaculate  Lamb  ofQOD,  Amen, 
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Of  De  AT  H^  and  the  due  manner  of  pre- 
paration to  it. 

fHe  holy  Spirit  of  dOD  hath  in  Scripture  revealed  to  us  but  one  j. 

[•^way  of  preparing  to  death,  and  that  i?,  by  a  holy  life  i  and 
>  there  is  nothing  in  ail  the  book  of  life  concerning  this  exercife 
fof addrefle  to  death,  but  fuch  advices,  which  fuppofe  the  dy- 
ing perfon  in  a  ftate  of  grace.  S.  yames  indeed  counfels,  that  in 
fickneiTe  we  fliould  fend  for  the  Minifkers  Ecelefiaftical ,  and  that  they  pray  ^ 
ever  M;,and  that  we  confejfe  our  fins^  and  theyfiall  be  forgiven,  [that  is,J  thofe  y^'W^^'5'i4' 
prayers  are  of  great  efficacy  for  the  removing  the  fickneHe,  and  taking  off 
that  punifhment  of  fin,  and  healing  them  in  a  certain  degree ,  according  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  miniftery ,  and  the  difpofitions  or  capacities  ofrhefick 
perfon.  But  we  muft  know,  that  oftentimes  univerfal  effe(^s  are  attributed 
to  partial  caufes  j  becaufe  by  the  analogy  of  Scripture  we  are  taught,  that 
all  the  body  of  holy  anions  and  minifteries  are  to  unite  in  produdionof 
the  event ,  and  that  without  that  adunation  one  thing  alone  cannot  ope- 
rate j  but  becaufe  no  one  alone  does  the  work ,  but  by  an  united  power, 
therefore  indefinitely  the  effeft  is  afcribcd  fometimcs  to  one,  fometimes  to 
another  ?  meaning,  that  one  as  much  as  the  other,  that  is,  altogether,  are  to 
work  the  pardon  and  the  grace.    But  the  doftrineof  preparation  to  death  ^^(^ii3.2$.i^. 
we  are  deer  eft  taught  in  the  Parable  of  the  ten  Virgins.  Thofe,  who  were  '^^  £f*\««{  to/ 
wife,  ftood  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom,  their  Lamps  burn-  ^«''^»f^;  A^'etc 
ing  j  onely  when  the  LORD  was  at  hand,  and  the  notice  of  his  coming  pub-  ^&^^^ -EfchyL 
liffied,  they  trimmed  their  Lamps ,  and  they^  fo  difpofed ,  went  forth  and  ^i^tnem. 
met  him ,  and  em  red  with  him  into  his  interiourand  eternal  joyes.  They 
whofc  Lamps  did  not  ftand  ready  before  hand ,  expeding  the  uncertain 
hour,  were  fliut forth,  and  bound  in  darknelfe.  [Watch therefore,  foour 
LORD  apply es  and  expounds  the  parable, /or )e  knorv  not  the  day  nor  the  hour 
of  the  coming  of  the  Son  o/m^«.JWhenever  the  arreft  of  death  feizes  us,  «n- 
lefle  before  that  notice  we  had  oil  in  our  velfels,  that  is,  grace  in  our  hearts, 
habitual  grace  (for  nothing  elfe  can  refide  or  dwel  there,  an  ad  cannot  inha- 
bit or  be  in  a  veHel)  it  is  too  late  to  make  preparation.  But  they  who  have 
it,  may  and  muft  prepare,  that  is ,  they  muft  ftir  the  fire,  trim  the  vefiel, 
make  it  more^-ual  in  its  exercife  and  produftions,  full  of  ornament,  ad-  ^  „.     ^* 
vantages  and  degrees ,  and  that  is  all  we  know  from  Scriptui'e  concerning  rere  v?lo.x^"  ' 
preparation.  ^  Flo(cuius«ngu- 

And  indeedfinceallour  life  we  are  dying,  and  this  minute,  in  which  I  fta;,  miferxque 
now  write?  death  divides  with  me,  and  hath  got  the  furer  part,  and  more  b  rev  usirra  vita 
certain  pofleflTion,  it  is  but  reafonable,  that  we  Sioukl  alwayes  be  doing  the    °"'®' 

offices 
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Part   III,    <^^^ces  of  preparation.  If  to  day  we  were  not  dying  and  paOing  on  ro  o«r 

— grave,  then  we  might  with  more  fafety  defer  oiir  work  till  the  morrow^ 

lit  iJ  5!^^  ^'^v  but  as  fuel  iaa  furnace  in  every  degree  of  its  heat,  and  reception  of  the 
"ATaci?  ccTnlf^v  flanie  is  converting  into  fire  and  aHies ,  and  the  difpofing  it  to  the  laft  mu- 
TO»  //•  ctiatiof  tation  is  the  fame  work  with  the  iaft  inftant  of  its  change  :  fo  is  the  age 
xepm^  of  every  day  a  beginning  of  death,  and  the  night  compofing  us  to  f!ecp 

To  V^57iMo>  j^'  bids  us  go  to  our  lefler  reft*,  becaufe  that  night,  which  is  the  end  of 
•nt  T  iKsi^^r  the  preceding  day  is  but  a  lefier  death  *,  and  whereas  now  we  have  dyed 
f^'fi  fo  many  dayes,  the  laft  day  of  our  life  is  but  the  dying  fo  many  more 

K^*c^ef«Mi.«  and  when  that  laft  day  of  dying  will  come,  we  know  not.  There  is  ho- 
«^a7JB7«^«or;^- thing  then  added  but  the  circumftance  of  ficknefie,  which  alfo  happens 
fk,EfchylA-  !"3ny  times  before*,  onely  men  are  pleafed  to  call  that,  deathy  which 
gm.  'S  the  end  of  dying ,   when  we  ceafe  to  dye  any  more  :  and  there- 

i-nsfitSrS  l°[f  ^%  P"^  °^'  our  preparation  till  that  which  we  call  death,  is  to 
magnum  Put  olt  tile  work  of  all  our  life,  till  the  time  comes,  in  which  it  is 

f^SXl'r'alura ''  ^°  ^^^^^  ^"^  determine. 

jatcras  hcftcrn.n,  ^r'l  '^  f^^^^'^'V'^''  ^^'^"i  indcavour  (  befide  what  hath  been  formerly 
confuropfimus,  tcce  conlideted  upou  the  proper  grounds  of  repentance  )  I  here  reinforce  the 
Eg«i"hosannc«,  &^°"^'^e'"2'^Jo»ofI^eathinfuc^  citcumftauces,  which  are  apt  to  engage  us 
ui«rpcrr'r-""  "PO"  an  early  mduftry.  i.  I  confider  that  no  man  isfure,  that  hefliall 
'  '' ;  '••^-    not  dyefuddenly,  ^  and  therefore  if  heaven  be  worth  fecuring,  it  were  fit 

that  we  ftiould  reckon  every  day  the  vefpers  of  death,  and  therefore  thar 

*  Quid  q.ifq-  vi«t    ^^^^o'"^'"?  to  the  ufuall  rites  of  religion  it  be  begun  and  fpent  with  religi- 

im-quam  homini  fatis  ous  ofiices  j  aud  let  US  confidct,  that  thofe  many  perfons ,  who  are  remar 

nSbo/^iSib'  ^^^  ^"  hiftory  to  have  died  fuddenly ,  either  were  happy  hy  an  early  piety" 

r«nusp.,hoacfd,,  or  miferable  by  afudden  death.  And  if  uncertainty  of  condition  bean 

pea rimct aliunde  abatement  of  felicity,  and  fpoils  the  good  we  poflefle,  no  man  can  be 

M'lclfagittas&ccie-  ^^PPV  ^"^  ^e  that  hath  lived  well,  that  is,  who  hath  fecured  his  con- 

Sfta"e.a,Par  ^'^'°"by,f^  habituall  and  living  piety.  For  Imce  GOD  hath  not  told 

tnus,  &  itaiuo,       us  we  inall  not  die  luddenly,!S  it  not  certain  he  intended  we  fliould  prepare 

R«bunfedia.pro    for  fudden  death,  as  well  as  againft  death  clothed  in  any  other  circum- 

viirapuit,r3piVq,  ftanccs  ?  Fablus  firnamed  the  Painter  was  choaked  wichahair  inamelTe 

c1c«roin°Bi^!'^"^  P^  "ij^^'*  Anucreofi  with  a  raifin,  Cardinall  Colonna  with  figs  crufted  with 

ice,  Adrian  the  fourth  with  a  flye,  Vrufus  Pompeivs  with  a  peare.  Do- 
*Marf.crom.i^.  ^{^^^^  ^fi^  QuMJlUns  Tutout  with  a  full  cuppe,  ^  Cafmire  the  fecond, 
SlSrcoS'*  Kmg  of  Po.^o"'^  ^'th  a  little  draught  of  wine,  Attmrath  with  a  full  gob- 
.morireaatiinicmi  let,  Taxqumms  Pnfcus  with  ahfh-bone.  For  alToon  as  a  man  is  born 
!a'Sr<Jintii.  that  which  in  nature  onely  remains  to  him,  is  to  die,  and  if  we  difter 
Dive.nepufcona-  lu  the  way  or  tiDie  of  our  abode,  or  the  manner  of  our  exit,  yet  we 
Nii'inSipau  are  even  at  laft,  andfince  it  is  not  determined  by  aiiaturall  caufe,  which 
KietbDio  ^^y^^  fliall  goe,  or  at  what  age',  a  wife  man  will  fuppofe  himfelf  al- 
mcrcris  wa\  es  upou  his  death-bed  *,  and  fuch  fuppofition  is  like  making  of  his  will 

nnSu  "  he  is  not  the  ncerer  death  for  doing  it,  but  he  is  the  readier  for  it 
omofseodemcogi.  wheu  itcomes. 

mur.  Hor.I.a.od.j, 

S.  J^erome  faid  well  •,  Ne  deferves  not  the  name  ofaChriflkn,  who  win 
live  in  that  ftate  of  life ,  in  r^hich  he  will  not  die.  And  indeed  it  is  a 
great  venture  to  be  in  an  evil  ftate  of  life  '->  becaufe  every  minute  of  it 

hath  , 
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hath  a  clanger  j  and  therefore  a  fucceflion  of  a(f^ions,in  every  one  of  which  he    p^^  ^   j  jj, 

may  as  well  perifli  as  efcape,  is  a  boldnelTe  ,  that  hath  no  mixture  of  wif- L 

dom  or  probable  venture.  How  many  perfons  have  dyed  in  the  midft  of 

an  a(ft  cf  fpcrt,  or  at  a  merry  meeting  ?  GrinwAldus  a  Lombard  King  dyed 

wiih  ("hooting  of  a  Pigeon  :  Jhales  the  Miletianin  tlie  Theatre  i  JL«c74  "the 

f  fter  ciAurelks  the  Emperour  playing  with  her  little  fon  was  wounded  in 

her  breaft  with  a  Needle  and  dyed  :  Benno  Bin4op  of  Adelburg,  with  great 

ceremony  and  joy  confecrating  S.  Michaels  Church,  was  crowded  to  death 

by  the  people  •,  ^0  was  the  Duke  of  Saxony  at  the  inauguration  oi  Albert  L  ^^^^K^^^  1-3* 

The  great  Lawyer  Bd/^«x  playing  with  a  little  Dog  was  bitten  upon  the  ^iV',-     • 

lip,  inftantly  grew  mad  and  perifhed :  Charles  the  eighth  of  France  fee-  ^J'^f^"^'^''  ^^ 

ing  certain  Gentlemen  playing  at  Tenifcourt,  fwooned  and  recovered  not.  ^^^/^^''* 

Henry  II.  was  killed  running  at  Tilt:  Ludovkus  Borgia  with  riding  the 

great  Horfe.  And  the  old  Syracufan  Archimedes  was  flain  by  a  rude  Soul- 

dier ,  as  he  was  making  Diagrams  in  the  fand,  which  was  his  greateft  plea- 

fure.    How  many  Men  have  dyed  laughing,  or  in  the  extalies  of  a  great 

joy?  "^  F/;i/#/^^J- the  Comedian,  and  D7on>j7«/the  Tyrant  of  Sicily,  died  ^P/fn./.y.c.^  5 

with  joy  ac  the  news  of  a  vi(Sory.    Viagoras  of  Rhodes  \  and  Chilon  the  ^  Cicer.i, 

Philofopher,  expired  in  the  embraces  of  their  fons  crowned  with  an  Olym-  Tufcul. 

pickLawrel.  Polycrita  Naxia  "^  being  faluted  the  SaviourelTe  of  her  coun-  "^  Flut.fyOeU 

trey,  i^drcw/ /kx/ent/Mj  when  the  Senate  decreed  him  honours*,  the  Em-  deillufl.wulie. 

perour  "*■  Conrade  the  fecond ,  when  he  triumphed  after  the  conqueft  of  "^  Cufpinian. 

Italy, had  ajoy  bigger  then  their  heart,and  their  phanfie  fwell'd  it,  till  they 

burft  and  dyed.    Death  can  enter  in  at  any  door ;  Philifiton  of  Nice  dyed 

with  excefsive laughter,  fo  did  the  Poet  P/;f/emo/i ,  being  provoked  to  ic 

onely  by  feeing  an  Afle  eat  figs.    And  the  number  of  perfons,  who  have 

been  found  fuddenly  dead  in  their  beds,  is  fo  great ,  that  as  it  engages  many  TotusmbiC 

to  a  more  certain  and  regular  devotion  for  their  compline,  fo  it  were  well  rum  1}  hi  ' 

it  were  purfued  to  the  utmoft  intention  of  GOD  j  that  is,  that  all  the  parts  .Li  L'  X ; 

of  Religion  fhould  with  zeal  and  afsiduity  be  entertain'd  and  finifhed,  that  dem 

as  it  becomes  wife  Men,  we  never  be  furprized  with  that  we  are  fure  will  f„.„„tuiman^ 

fome  time  or  other  happen.  A  great  General  in  Italy  at  the  fudden  death  fa„Ztt^ 

of^//on/«jofFerrara,  and  Lodovice  Corbinelli  at  the  fight  of  the  fad  acci-  AJrllnrn^ 

dent  upon  Henry  II.  of  France  now  mentioned  ,  turned  religious,  and  they  ifart  /  ^ 

did  what  GOD  intended  in  thofc  deaths.   It  concernes  us  to  be  cu-         ^^<ir  u.o,. 

rious  of  fingle  adions ,  becaufc  even  in  thofe  fhorter  periods  wee  may 

expire  and  finde  our  graves.    But  if  the  ftate  of  life  be  contradiftory  to 

our  hopes  of  Heaven  ,  it  is  like  afl?onting  of  a  Cannon  before  a  belea- 

guer'd  Town  a  moneth  together  j  it  is  a  contempt  of  fafety,  and  a  ren- 

dring  all  reafon  ufelelTe  and  unprofitable ',  but  he  onely  is  wife,  who 

having  made  death  familiar  to  him  by  expe(5tation  and  daily  apprehenfi- 

on ,    does  at  all  inftants  go  forth  to  meet  it.     The  wife  Virgins  went 

forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom^  for  they  were  ready.    Excellent  therefore 

is  the  counfel  of  the  fon  of  Sirach :  Vfe  phyfick,  or  ever  thoubeftck.^  be- 

fore  'judgement  examine  thy  felf^  and  in  the  day  of  vifttation  thtu  Jfjalt  finde 

mercy.    Humble  thy  felf  before  thou  be  fick,  and.  in  the  time  of  fins/hew  rr  1  ci2  J9 

repentance  y  let  nothing  hinder  thee  to  pay  thy  vow s  in  due  time,  and  defer  not  ^'^"«^*'^***"* 

until  death  to  be  jufiified. 

2.    I 
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Part  III         .  ^'  ^  ^^"^^^"^  ^^^^  *^  offc"  happens  that  hi  thofe  few  dayes  of  our  laft 
vifitation.  which  many  men  defignefor  their  preparation  and  repentance, 
GOD  hath  exprelfed  by  an  exceriour  accident,  that  thofe  perfons  have  de- 
Htmlii.m    ^^^^^^  themfelves  and  negleded  their  own falvation.  S.  Gre^o);'reports 
Evan»      '        ^^  Chryfaurius  a  Gentleman  in  the  Province  of  Vulery,  rich,  vitious  and 
witty,  lafcivious,  covetous  and  proud,  that  being  caft  upon  his  deathbed 
he  phanfyed  he  faw  evil  fpirits  coming  to  arreft  him  and  drag  him  to  hell. 
He  fell  into  great  agony  and  trouble,  flireeked  out,  called  for  his  Ton,  who 
was  a  very  religious  perfon,  flattered  him,  as  v/illing  to  have  beenrefcued 
by  anything*,  but  perceiving  his  danger  increafe  and  grown  defperate,  he 
called  loud  with  repeated  clamor.rs ,  O'lve  me  rcjpite  but  till  the  morrow^  and 
with  thofe  words  he  died,  there  being  no  placeleftfor  his  npentance^  though  he 
fought  it  carefully  with  tears  and  grones.  The  fame  was  the  cafe  of  a  drunken 
L.$.c.i$.  hifi,  Monke,  whom  Venerable Seiie  mentions.  Upon  his  death-bed  he  feemed 
Gent,Anglor*     to  fee  Hell  opened  and  a  place  afligned  him  neer  to  Caiphas  and  thofe 
who  crucified  our  deereft  LORD.  The  religious  perfons  that  ftood  a- 
bout  his  bed,  called  on  him  to  repent  of  his  fins ,  to  implore  the  mercies 
of  GOD,  andtotruftin  CHRIST*,  but  he  anfweredwithreafon  enough. 
This  is  no  time  to  change  my  life ,  the  fentence  is  paKed  upon  me,  and  it  is 
^  Biblioth  (T     ^"^  ^^^^*  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  conMerable  and  fad ,   ^  which  Venus  Dawia- 
Pt  torn  2  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Gunizo ,  a  faftious  and  ambitious  perfon ,  to  whom,  it  is 

^^'      *^*  faid,  the  Tempter  gave  notice  of  his  approaching  death  :  but  when  a- 

ny  man  preached  repentance  to  him,  out  of  a  ftrange  incurioufnefle, 
or  the  fpirit  of  reprobation,  he  feemed  like  a  dead  and  unconcer- 
ned perfon  ,  in  all  other  difccurfcs  he  was  awake  and  apt  to  anfwer. 
For  GOD  had  flmt  up  the  gates  of  mercy,  that  no  ftreams  lliould  ilTue 
forth  to  quench  the  flames  of  hell  *,  or  elfe  had  fhnt  up  the  gates  of  recep- 
tion and  entertainment,  that  it  fhould  not  enter  j  either  GOD  denyes  to 
give  them  pardon  when  they  call,  or  denyes  to  them  a  power  to  call  j 
they  either  cannot  pray,  or  GOD  will  not  anfvver.  Now  fince  thefe  ftorits 
are  related  by  men  learned,  pious  and  eminent  in  their  generations,  and 
becaufe  they  ferved  no  defigne  but  the  ends  of  piety,  and  have  in  them 
nothing  diifonant  from  revelation  or  the  frequent  events  of  providence, 
we  may  upon  their  ftock  coniider,  that  GODS  judgements  and  vifible 
Hiarks  being  fet  upon  a  ftate  of  life,although  they  happen  but  feldom  in  the 
inftances,yet  they  are  of  univerfal  purpofe  and  fignihcation.  Upon  all  mur- 
derers God  hath  not  thrown  a  thunderbolt,nor  broke  all  facrilegious  perfons 
upon  the  wheel  of  an  inconftant  and  ebbing  eflate,  nor  fpoken  to  every  op- 
preflbur  from  heaven  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  nor  cut  ofl^^all  rebels  in  the  firft 
attempts  of  infurredion  :  But  becaufe  he  hath  done  fo  to  fome,  we  are  to 
to  look  upon  thofe  judgements  as  divine  accents,  and  voices  of  GOD, 
threatning  all  the  fame  crimes  with  the  like  events,  and  with  the  mines  of 
eternity :  For  though  GOD  does  not  alwayes  make  the  fame  prologues  to 
death,  yet  by  tliefe^  fev/  accidents  happening  to  fuigle  perfons  we  are  to 
^  iinderfland  his  purposes  concerning  all  in  the  fame  condition  '-,  it  was  not 

iLT  l.L    M        the  perfon  fo  much  as  the  efiate,  which  GOD  then  remarked  with  fo  viftble 
Matth.  25.13.  charaiSers  of  his  difpleafure. , 

Ti'^l'  And  it  feems  to  me  a  wonder,  that  fince  all  the  records  of  Scripture 

^^r^.  15.55.  urging  the  uncertainty  of  the  day  of  death,  the  horrour  of  the  day  of 

iret,^,i  I .      judgement,  the  feverity  of  GuD,  the diflblution  of  the  world,  the  certainty 
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of  our  account,  ftill  from  all  thefc  premifes  the  fpirit  of  GOD  makes  no  other    ^^^^   jj|^ 

inference,  but  that  we  watch^  and  fl and  in  a  readinejfe^  that  vpe  live  in  all  h$lji  , 

converfation  and  ^Qdlinejfe^  and  that  there  is  no  one  word  concerning  any 

otiier  manner  of  an  efi'entially  necerkry  preparation,  none  hut  thisvyct  that 

there    are   do<ftrincs  commenced  ,    and  rules    prefcribcd,   and  ofliccs 

fee  down,  and  fupplerories  invented  by  Curates  of  foules  how  to  prepare 

a  vicious  perfon,  and  upon  his  death-bed  to  reconcile  him  to  the  hopes  and 

promifes  of  heaven',  concerning  which  I  defire  that  every  perfon  would 

but  enquire,  where  any  one  promife  is  recorded  in  Scripture  concerning  — tecum  }rins 

fuch  addreflcs,  and  what  articles  CHRIST  hath  drawn  up  between  his  ergov^luu 

father  and  us  concerning  a  preparation  begun  upon  our  death-bed,and  if  he  H^c  animo  an- 

fhall  finde  none(afc  moft  certainly  from  the  Genefis  to  the  Revelation  there  te  tubas,  gaiea^ 

is  not  a  word  concerning  it,  but  very  much  againft  it)  let  him  firft  build  his  turn  [era  duelli 

hopes  upon  this  propofitiort,  that  a  Holy  Life  is  the  cnely  preparation  to  a  happy  Poenitet—-. 

death^Tind  then  we  can  without  danger  proceed  to  fome  other  confiderations.  Jnvcn.fat  i. 

when  a  good  man  or  a  perfon,  concerning  whom  it  is  not  certain,  he  ?• 

hath  lived  in  habituall  vices,  comes  to  dye,there  are  but  two  generall  wayes 
of  entercourfe  with  hinr,  the  one  to  keep  him  from  new  finnes,  the 
other  to  make  fome  emendations  of  the  old ,  the  one  to  fortify  him 
againft  efpeciall  weakenelTes,  and  proper  temptations  of  that  eftate,  and 
the  other  to  trimme  his  lamp,  that  by  excellent  adions  he  may  adorne  his 
fpirit,  making  up  the  omifTions  of  his  life,  and  fupplying  the  imperfed-jons 
of  hiseftate,  that  his  foule  may  returne  into  the  hands  of  its  Creacour 
as  pure  as  it  can,  every  degree  ofperfedion  being  an  advantage  fo  greaf, 
as  that  the  lolTe  of  every  the  leaft  portion  of  itcannor  berecompenced  with 
all  the  good  of  this  world:  Ccncerning  the  firft  j  the  temptations  proper  to 
this  eftate  are  either  weakenelfe  in  faith,  defpaire  or  prefumption;  for 
whatfoever  is  befides  thefe,  as  it  is  the  common  infelicity  of  all  the  fererall 
ftatesof  life,  fothey  are  oftentimes  arguments  of  an  ill  condition,  ofim- 
mortification  ofvitious  habites,  and  that  he  comes  not  to  thiscombate  wel"! 
prepared^  fuch  as  are  covetoufnefie,  unwillingnelfe  to  make  reftitution*,  ?. 

remanent  aftedicns  to  h's  former  vices,  an  unreligned  fpirit,  and  the  like. 

In  the  Ecclefiafcical  ftcry  we  finde  many  dying  perfons  mentioned,  who  5 

have  been  very  much  afiii<Sed  with  fome  doubts  concerning  an  article  of 
faith.  S.  Gregory  in  an  epiftle  he  writ  to  S.  Auftin  inftances  in  the  temptati-  Vepr^onk 
on  which  Eufebius  fulttred  upon  his  death-bedj  and  although  fomrime;sthe  S*  Hierofu 
Divill  choofes  an  article,  that  is  not  proper  to  that  ftate,  knowing  that  every 
fuch  doubt  is  well  enough  for  his  purpofe,  becaufeof  the  incapacity  of  the 
perfon  to  fuffcr  long  difputes,  and  of  the  iealoufy  and  fufpicion  of  a  dying 
and  weake  man,  fearing  leaft  every  thing  fhould  cozen  him  ,  yet  it  is  com- 
monly inftanced  in  the  article  of  the  Refurreftion  or  the  ftate  of  fepaiati- 
on  or  reunion.  And  it  fecmes  to  fome  perfons  incredible,  that  from  a  bed 
of  fjcknelTe,  a  ftate  of  mifcry,  a  cloud  of  ignorance,  a  load  of  pafRons  a  mart 
fliould  enter  into  the  conditionof  a  perfeft  underftanding,  great  ioy,  and  aa 
intelleftuall  life,  a  converfation  with  Angels,  a  fruition  of  GOD*,  the 
change  is  greater  then  his  rcafon*,and  his  faith  being  inconclufion,  tottering 
like  the  Arke,  and  ready  to  fall,  feemes  a  pillar  as  unfafeand  unable  to  rely 
on,as  a  banke  of  turfe  in  an  Earthquake.  Againft  this,  a  generall  remedy  is 
prefcribed  by  fpiritual  perfons,that  the  fick  man  fliould  apprehend  all  charr- 
5esofperfuatiun,whichhapned  to  him  in  hisficknes,  cowtxadidory  to  thofe 

Kkk  ^  aftent^ 
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Part  III.       ^Ifents ,  which  in  his  clcaref?  ufe  cf  reafcni  he  had,  to  be  temptations  and 

^ 1_    arts  of  the  Devil ;  and  he  hath  reafon  To  to  think,  when  he  remembers  how 

many  comforts  of  the  fpirit  of  GOD,  what  pyes  of  religion,  what  fupporr, 
what  affiftances,  what  ftrengths  he  had  in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  former 
^  life  upon  the  flock  of  faith,  and  intereft  of  the  dod"rine  of  Chriftianity.  And 

-  In  hunc  fere  fince  the  disbelieving  "^  the  proniifes  Evangelicall  at  that  time  can  have  no 
fnodummori-  end  of  advantage,  and  that  all  wife  men  tcllhini,  it  may  have  an  end  to 
fundus  dijferu'  make  him  loofe  the  title  to  thcni,  and  do  him  infinite  difadvantage  upon 
It  Socrates^  a-  the  ftock  of  intereft  and  prudence,  he  muftrejed  fuch  fears,  which  cannot 
pHd?ktonem  help  him,  but  may  ruin  him.  For  all  the  works  of  grace,  which  he  did 
tnPhoedon.  upon  the  hopes  of  GOD,  and  the  ftock  of  the  Divine  revelations,  (if  he 
*£/  f/S{j  tiiy^m  failes  in  his  hold  upon  them)  are  all  rendred  unprofitable.  And  it  is  certain, 
«\>i5h  o»1rt«i7^*  if  there  be  no  fuch  thing  as  imnjortality  andrefurred'ion,hef]iallloofc 
?v8j«3;c^\af«A« '4-  nothing  for  believing  there  is,  but  if  there  be,  they  are  left  to  him 
xi  to'  TTH^Uini'  for  not  believing  it. 

jj  5  olyidlet  /uoi   «t/7W  uv    ^ui(huli\H     (^  >cuicov    ytf  U£  J    aM'    cmV»  '''Vig^l   sLrnXf^Ta^'   Noft  ubs  re 

g*  erit  ut  Moribundus  ft  mn  de  artkulis  fidei  dijferat  ^  fentkt  de  fiducia  comper- 
tx  veritatis,  at  faltem  ,  fquod  de  Socnte  dixit  Tertullianus  J  de  induftria  confulta? 
scquanimicacis. 

f .  But  this  is  alfo  to  be  cured  by  proper  arguments.  And  there  is  no 

Ghriftian  man,  but  hath  within  him,  and  carries  about  him  demonftra- 
tions  of  the  pofTibility  and  great  inftances  of  the  credibility  of  thofe 
great  changes,  which  thefe  tempted  perfons  have  no  reafon  to  diftruft 
but  becaufe  they  thinke  them  too  great,  and  to  good  to  be  true.  And 
here,  not  onely  confideration  of  the  Divine  power,  andhiseternallgood- 
nefle  is  a  proper  Antidote?  but  alfo  the  obfervation  of  what  we  have 
already  received  from  GOD.  To  be  raifedfrom  nothing  to  fomething 
is  a  mutation  not  lelfe  then  infinite  ?  and  from  that  which  we  were  in 
our  firft  conception  to  pafie  into  fo  perfeft  and  curious  bodies  and  to 
^"  become  difcurlive,  ienfible,  pafTionate,   and  reafonable,  and  next  to 

Angels  is  a  greater  change,  then  from  this  ftate  to  palfe  into  that  excellen- 
cy and  perfeftion  of  it ,  which  we  cxped:  as  the  melioration  and  im- 
•  nrovementof  the  prefent  *,  for  this  is  but  a  mutation  of  degrees  jthat  of  fub- 
ftance  j  this  is  more  fenfible  j  becaufe  we  have  perception  in  both  ftates, 
that  is  of  greater  diftance,  becaufe  the  firft  terme  we  were  fo  remo- 
ved from  what  we  are,  that  we  could  not  perceive  what  then  we 
were  >  much  Icffe  defire  to  be  what  we  now  perceive  j  and  yet  GOD 
did  that  for  us  unafked,  without  any  obligation  on  his  part,  or  me- 
rit on  ows  •,  much  rather  then  may  we  be  confident  of  this  alteration 
of  accidents  and  degrees  j  becaufe  GOD  hath  obliged  himfelf  by  pro- 
mifcj  he  hath  difpofed  us  to  it  by  (qualities  anions  and  habites,  which 
arc  to  the  ftate  of  glory  as  infancy  is  to  manhood,  as  elements  arc  to 
excellent  difcourfes,  as  bloflbms  are  to  ripe  fruits  >  and  he  that  hath 
wrought  miracles  for  us,  preferred  us  in  dangers,  done  ftrange  afts  of 
providence,  feut  his  Son  to  take  our  nature,  madca  Virgin  to  bear  a  Son, 
and  GOD  to  become  Man,  and  two  natures  tobeoneindividua-llperfon, 
ajnd  all  in  order  to  this  end,  of  which  we  doubt,  hath  given  us  fo  many 

arguments 
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argan:enrs  of  crc<iibilic>',  thac  if  he  had  done  any  more,  it  would  not  have 

been  kk  in  our  choice  to  believe  or  not  believe  j  and  then  much  of 

the  excellency  cf  our  faith  would  have  been  loft.  Adde  to  this?  that 
we  are  not  tempted  to  ditlelieve  the  Roman  ftory  ,  or  that  Virgils  i^neids 
were  writ  by  him ,  or  that  wee  our  felves  are  dtfcended  of  fuch  pa- 
rents-, bccaufe  thefe  things  are  not  onely  tranfmitted  to  us  by  fuch  te- 
ftimony,  which  we  have  no  reafon  to  diftruft,  but  becaufe  the  tempter 
cannot  ferve  any  end  upon  us  by  producing  fuch  doubts  inns>  and  there- 
fore fince  we  have  greater  teftimony  for  cvery.article  of  faith,  and  to  be- 
lieve it,  is  of  fo  much  concernment  to  us,  we  may  well  fufped  it  to  be  an 
artifice  of  the  Devil  to  rob  us  of  our  reward  i  this  proceeding  of  his  being 
^f  thefaaje  nature  with  all  his  other  temptations,  which  in  our  lifetime 
like  fiery  darts  he  threw  into  our  face  to  defpoil  us  of  our  glory  and  blot  qui 
the  image  of  GOD  imprinted  on  us. 

2.  If  the  Devil  temptsthefickpcrfon  to  defpair,  he  who  is  by  GOD  j^ 

appointed  to  minifter  a  word  of  comfort ,  muft  fortifie  his  fpirit  with  ©.7'^,  '  ^ ^,j^, 
confideration  and  rcprefentment  of  the  divine  goodnefle,    manifeft  in  ^^/^    ^  ^^^^^ 
all  the  exprelfes  of  nature  and  grace,  of  providence  and  revelation j  .,5^j1..7 J!J,*,^' 
that  GOD  never  extinguiflies  the  fmoaking  (lax  nor  breaks  the  brui-  .^^  hiullf, 
fed  reed  •,  that  a  conftant  and  a  hearty  endeavour  is  the  facrifice  which  ^  ^  /j^  J*  ^ . "' 
GOD  delights  ini    thac  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven  there  are  little  ^/]* ^^^  t 
Starres,  and  they  are  moft  in  number;  and  there  are  but  few  of  the  .g  °'*'*     v 
greateft  magnitude*,  that  there  are  children  md  babes  in  C  HRISt    [      '^^^l", 
as  well  as  ftrong  Men  •,  and  amongft  thefe  there  arc  great  difference  j  J,^'.'^'**  '^^ 
that  the  interruptions  of  the  ftate  of  grace  by  intervening  crimes  if  f  \      ^  . 
they  were  refcinded  by  repentance  they  were  great  danger  in  the  in-  ^•"^?*'^,J  "" 
rerval,  but  ferved  as  increment  of  the  Divine  Glory,  and  arguments  '^'fj^^^'TL 
of  care  and  diligence  to  us  at  the  reftitution.     Thefe  and  many  more  ^^"  '^''^^^^» 
are  then  to  bee  urged  ^  when  the   fick  perfon   is  in   danger  of  being  -^^"^"^• 
fwallowed  up  with  overmuch  forrow  ■■,  and  therefore  to  bee  infifted  on 
in  all  like  cafes  as  the  Phyfieian  gives  him  Cordials,  that  we  may  doe 
charity  to  him  and  minifter  comfort,  not  beuufe  they  are  aiwayes  necef- 
f4ry ,  even  in  the  midft  of  great  fadnelTes  and  difcomforts.     For  wee 
are  to  fccure  his  love  to  GOD,  that  he  acknowledge  the  Divine  Mer- 
cy, that  he  believes  the  article  of  remiflion  of  finnes,  that  he  be  thank- 
full  to  GOD  for  the  bleflings  which  already  he   hath  received,  and 
that  he  lay  all  the  load  of  his  difcomforc  upon  himfelf ,   and  his  own 
incapacities  of  mercy  j  and  then  the  fadnelfe  may  be  very  great,  and 
kh  tears  clamorous ,  and  his  heart  broken  all  in  pieces,  and  his  humi- 
lity lower  then  the  earth,  and  his  hope  indifcernable,  and  yet  no  dan- 
ger to  his  final  condition:  defpair  reflefts  upon  GOD,  and  difhonour* 
tlic  infinity  of  his  mercy,  and  if  the  fick  perfon  do  but  confefie  that 
GOD  is  not  at  all  wanting  inhispromifes,  but  ever  abounding  in  his  mer- 
cies, and  that  it  is  want  of  the  condition  on  his  own  part ,  that  makes  the 
miftry,  and  that  if  he  had  done  his  duty  GOD  would  fave  him  i  let  him  be 
afsifted  with  perpetual  prayers,  with  examples  of  lapfed  and  returning  fin» 
ners,  whom  the  Church  celebrates  for  Saints,  fuch  as  Mary  Magdalen,  Mary 
of  Egypt,  Afia^  Tmfis,  Pelagia  :  let  it  be  often  inculcated  to  him  ,  that  ai 
GODS  mercy  is  of  it  felf  infinite,  fo  its  demonftration  to  us  is  not  determi- 
ned CQ  ^ny  certain  period,  but  hathfueh  latitudes  in  it ,  and  rcfcrvatlons, 
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Part  III  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^y  ^^^  ^V^  ^^  rcftrain  too  great  boldncire>  fo  to  become UnSn- 
'  ariesto  difconfohte  perfonsj  let  him  be  invited  to  throw  hirofelf  upon 
GOD  upon  thefe  grounds,  that  he  who  is  our  Jwiige,  hzKo  our  Advocate 
and  Redeemer,  that  he  knowcs  and  pities  our  infirmities,  and  that  our 
very  hoping  in  him  does  endear  him,  and  he  will  deliver  us  the  rather 
for  our  confidence ,  when  it  is  balanced  with  reverence  and  humility  y 
and  then  all  thelc  fupernumerary  fears  are  advantagous  to  more 
neceflary  graces,  and  do  more  fee ure  his  final!  condition,  then  they  can 
difturb  it. 
II.  when  Saint  Arfenius  was  neer  his  death,  he  was  obferved  to  be  very 

tremulous,  fad ,  weeping  and  difconfolate.  The  ftanders  by  afked  the 
reafon  of  his  fears,  wondring  that  he  having  lived  in  great  fandity  fa* 
many  years,  lliould  not  nowrejoyce  at  the  going  forth  of  his  prifon. 
The  good  man  confeiTed  the  fesr,  and  withall  faid  it  was  no  other 
then  he  had  alwayes.born  about  with  him  in  the  dayes  of  his  pil- 
grimagej  and  what  he  then  thought  a  duty,  they  had  no  reafon  now 
ro  call  either  a  fault  or  a  mifery.  Great  forrowes,  fears ,- and  diftrnftings 
of  a  mans  own  condition  arc  oftentimes  but  abatements  of  confi- 
dence or  a  remiffion  of  joyes  and  gayeties  of  fpirit,  thry  are  but  like 
falutary  clouds,  dark  and  fruitfull  *,  and  if  the  tempted  perfoa  be  ftrength- 
encd  in  a  love  of  G  O  D  though  he  goe  not  further  in  his  hopes  then  to 
believe  a  poflibility  of  being  fuved,  then  to  fay,  OOD  canfave  him,  if  he 
pleafe,  and  to  pray  that  he  will  fave  him,  his  condition  is  a  fiate  of  grace, 
it  is  like  a  root  in  the  ground  trod  upon,  humble  and  fafe,  not  fo  fine  as 
the  ftate  of  flowers,  yet  that  which  will  fpring  up  in  as  glorious  a  rcfune<fti- 
on,  as  that  which  looks  fairer  and  pleafes  the  fenfe,  and  is  indeed  a  blefling, 
but  not  a  duty. 
I?.  But  there  is  a  ftate  of  Death-bed,  which  feer^  to  have  in  it  more  Que- 

ftion,  and  to  be  of  nicer  coiifideration.  A  fick  per fon  after  a  virions  and 
bafe  life?  and  if  upon  whatfoever  he  can  do,you  give  him  hopes  of  a  pardon, 
where  is  your  promife  ro  warrant  it  ?  if  you  do  not  give  him  hopes  do 
you  not  drive  him  to  defpaire  and  afcerraine  his  ruine  to  verify  your 
propofition/  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  defpaire  is  oppofed  to  hope,  and 
hope  relies  upon  the  Divine  promifes  j  and  where  there  is  no  pro- 
mife, there  the  defpaire  is  not  a  fin,  butameere  impoffibility.  Theaccur- 
fcd  fpirits  which  are  fealed  up  to  the  judgement  of  the  laft  day  cannot  hope> 
and  he  that  repents  not,  cannot  hope  for  pardon  *,  and  therefore  if  all 
the  ftate  of  death-bed  can  produce,  be  not  the  duty  of  repentance,  which 
is  required  of  necefsity  to.pardon,  it  is  not  in  fuch  a  perfon  properly  to  be 
called  dejp ah,  any  more  then  it  is  blindneffe  in  a  ftone,  that  it  cannot  fee : 
Such  a  man  is  not  within  the  capacities  of  pardon ,  and  therefore  all  thofe 
ads  of  exteriour  repentance,  and  all  his  forrow  and  refolution  and  tears  of 
emendation,  and  other  preparatives  to  intcriour  repentance  are  like  oil 
poured  into  mortal  wounds,  they  arc  the  care  of  the  Phyficianj  and 
thefe  are  the  cautions  of  the  Church ,  and  they  are  at  no  hand  to  be  neg- 
lc<?ted.  For  if  they  do  not  alter  the  ftate,  they  may  Iclfen  the  judgement, 
©r  procure  a  temporal  blefsi  ng  *,  and  if  the  perfon  recover ,  they  are  excel- 
knt  beginnings  of  the  ftate  of  grace ,  and  if  they  be  purfued  in  a  happy  op- 
portunity, will  grow  up  into  glory. 

:  Uti*  Bat  if  it  be  demanded ,  whether  in  fach  cafes  the  Carafe  be  bound  to 
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give  abfolution  >  I  can  give  no  other  anfvtrer  but  this ,  that  if  he  lye  under    pj^c,  Ul. 
the  cenlure  of  the  Church  the  laws  of  the  Chinch  are  to  determine  the  . 
particular,  and  I  know  no  Church  in  the  world,  butufes  to  abfolve  death- 
bed penitents  upon  the  inftancesofthofe  anions  of  which  their  prefenc 
condition  is  capable  i  though  in  the  primitive  ages  in  fome  cafes  they 
dcnyed  it.  But  if  the  fick  pcrfon  be  under  no  pofitive  ccnfurc ,  and  is 
bound  onely  by  the  guilt  of  habituall  vice,  if  he  defires  the  prayers  of  the 
Church,  file  is  bound  in  charity  to  grant  them  j  to  pray  for  pardon  to  him, 
and  all  other  graces  in  order  to  falvation  ',  and  if  he  abfolves  the  penitent, 
towards  GOD  it  hath  no  other  efikacy  but  of  a  folemn  prayer,  and  there- 
fore it  were  better  that  all  the  charity  of  the  office  were  done,  and  the 
folenwity  omitted,  becaufe  in  the  earneft  prayer  fiie  cooperates  to  his  fal- 
vation as  much  a?  flie  can,  and  by  omitting  the  folennity  diftinguiflies  evil 
livers  from  holy  perfons,  arfd  walks  fecurely,  whileftfherefufes  to  declare 
him  pardoned  whom  GOD  hath  not  declared  to  be  fo :  and  poffibly  that 
form  of  abfolution,  which  the  Churches  of  the  weft  now  ufe,  being  in-  Pcctiicentia  qua 
dicatire  and  declaratory  of  a  prefent  pardon,  are  for  the  very  form  fake  ^^  i^firn.o  peci- 
not  to  be  ufed  to  death-bed-penitents  after  a  virions  fife',  becaufe  if  any  ^"(J^n^en'tiT  qus 
thing  more  be  intended  in  the  form  then  a  prayer,  the  truth  of  the  affir-  amoricme  un- 
mation  may  be  queftioned,  and  an  Ecclefiafticall  perfon  hath  no  authority  cim  f  tticur,  m 
to  fay  to  fuch  a  man^I abfolve  thee  '■,  but  if  no  niore  be  intended  but  a  prayer,  meo  nc  Sc  ipia 
it  is  better  to  ufe  a  meer  prayer,  and  common  form  of  addreffe  then  fuch  ^^^^j"/;f  ^"^ 
words  which  may  countenance  unfecure  confidences,  evil  purpofes,  and  v^dTcandJib'sx) 
worfe  lives.  homiLhoniil4l 

g.  If  the  Devil  tempts  a  lick  pcrfon,who  hath  lived  well,  to  prefumption,  14. 

and  that  he  feems  full  of  confidence  and  without  trouble,  the  care  that  is 
then  to  be  taken  is  toconfider  the  difeafe,  and  to  ftate  the  Queftion  right. 
For  at  fome  inftants  and  periods  GOD  viiits  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  and  fends 
the  im million  of  a  bright  ray  into  him,  and  fome  good  men  have  beenfo 
ufed  to  apprehenfions  of  the  Divine  mercy,  that  they  have  an  habitual-! 
chcerfulnelfe  of  fpirit  and  hopes  of  falvation.   S.  JerotJte  reports   that 
////drion  in  a  death-bed  agony  felt  fome  tremblings  of  heart,  till  reflefti ng  earcdtre  anfm^, 
upon  his  courfe  of  life  he  found  comforts  fpringing  from  thence  by  a  quid  times?  icp- 
proper  emanation,  and  departed  cheerfully:  and  NeT^ekjah  reiprc(cntQd  tu:.ginta  prope 
to  GOD  in  prayer  the  integrity  of  his  life,  and  made  it  the  inftrument  of  ^'?"!?.^*^''^ij^* 
his  hope-,  and  nothing  of  this  is  to  be  called  prefumpion^  provided  it  be  moritu;es  T'" 
in  perfons  of  eminent  fanftity  and  great  experience,  old  Difciples,  and  s.  Hier.lnviu 
the  more  pcrfed:  Chriftians ",    but  becaufe  fuch  perfons  are  but  feldome  Hilla  r, 
and  rare,  if  the  fame  confidence  be  obferved  in  perfons  of  common  im- 
perfedion  and  an  ordinary  life,  it  is  to  be  corre(^ed  and  allayed  with  con- 
tideration,  of  the  Divine  feverity  and  juftice,  and  with  the  ffrift  requifites 
of  a  holy  life,  with  the  deceit  of  a  mans  own  heart,  with  confideratibn 
and  generall  remembrances  of  fecret  fins,  and  that  the  moft  perfeft  ftate 
of  life  hath  very  great  needs  of  mercy,  and  if  the  rightemsfcarcely  befaved  ^^  v'*^*  "'5J? 
where  fl)all  the  ungodly  and  the  finner  appear  ?   And  the  fpirit' of  the  man  is  to  J^^ffricordia  di * 
be  promoted  aud  helped  in  the  encreafe  of  contrition,  as  being  the  cutLs  earn, 
proper  delecerie  to  cure  the  extravagancies  of  a  forward  and  intern-  S.Aug.1.9- 
perate  fpirit.  coHteli. 

But  there  is  a  prefumption  conmienced  upon  opinion,  relying  either  ^5* 

upon  a  perfyvafion  of  fingle  predefiination,  or  elfe  ( which  is  worfe  ) 
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-pg^lli  upon  imaginary  fecuritics,  that  hearen  is  to  be  piirchafed  upon  conditions 
L_  eafier  then  a  dayes  labour,  and  that  an  evil  life  may  be  reconciled  to  hea- 
ven by  the  inrervenrngof  little  or  fingle  afts  ot  piety  or  repentance.  If 
either  of  them  both  have  a^ually  produced  ill  life,  to  whidi  they  are  apt, 
or  apt  to  be  abufed,  thepeifonsare  miferable  in  their  condition,  and  can- 
not be  abfolutely  remedied  by  going  about  to  cure  the  prefumption  j  that 
was  the  canfe  of  all,  but  now  it  isthe  leafi:  thing  to  be  confidered  j  his 
whole  Ibre  is  corrupted,  and  men  will  not  by  any  difcourfcsor  fpirituall 
arts  ufed  on  their  death- beds  be  put  into  a  flate  of  grace  %  becaufe 
then  is  no  time  to  change  the  ftate^  and  there  is  no  mutation  then ,  but 
by  fingle  a<S:ions  ',  from  good  to  better  a  dying  man  may  proceed,  but 
not  from  the  ftateof  reprobation  to  the  life  of  grace  i  and  yet  it  is  good 
charity  to  unloofe  the  bonds  cf  SatAU',  whereby  tlie  man  is  bound  and 
led  captive  at  his  will,  to  take  off  the  prefumption  by  deflroying  the 
caufe,  and  then  let  the  work  of  grace  be  fet  as  forward  as  it  can,  and 
leave  the  event  to  GOD  j  for  nothing  elf©  is  left  pcflible  to  bedone. 
But  if  thefickman  be  of  a  good  life,  and  yet  have  a  degree  of  ccn^dence 
beyond  his  vertuc  upon  the  phanfy  of  predeftination ,  it  is  not  then  a 
time  torefcindhis  opinion  byadireft  oppofition,  but  let  him  be  drawn 
oft'  from  the  confideration  of  it,  by  fuch  difcourfes  as  are  apt  to  make 
him  humble  and  penitent  j  for  they  are  the  moft  apt  inAruments  to  fe- 
cure  the  condition  of  the  man,  and  attemper  his  fpirit.  Thefe  are  the 
great  temptations  incident  to  the  laft  fcene  of  our  lives  *,  and  are  there- 
fore more  particularly  fuggefled  by  the  Tempter,  becaufe  they  have  in 
them  fomething  contrai-y  to  the  univerfall  efieft  of  a  holy  life,  and  are 
dcfignes  to  interpofe  between  the  end  of  the  journey,  and  thereceptioa 
of  the  crown*,  and  therefore  it  conceroes  every  man  who  is  in  a  capacity 
of  receiving  the  end  of  his  faith,  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  to  lay  up  in 
thccourfe  of  his  life  fomething  againftrhis  great  day  of  expence ,  that  he 
may  be  better  fortified  with  the  armour  of  the  fpirit  againft  thefe  lafi:  afiaults 
of  the  Devil,  that  he  may  not  fhipwrack  in  the  haver. 

Efchewjng  evil  is  but  the  one  half  of  our  work,  we  mud  zKo  do  good  y 
*^«  and  now  in  the  few  remanent  dayes  or  hours  of  our  life,  there  are  cer- 
tain cxercifes  of  religion,  which  haye  a  fpeciall  relation  to  this  ftate, 
and  are  therefore  of  great  concernment  to  be  done,  that  we  may  make 
our  condition  as  certain  as  we  can,  and  our  portion  of  glory  gr>eater,  and 
our  pardon  furer,  and  our  love  to  increafe,  and  that  our  former  omiffions 
and  breaches  be  repaired  with  a  condition  in  feme  meafurc  proportio- 
nable to  thofe  great  hopes  which  we  then  arc  going  to  poflefle.  And 
J.  Let  the  ilck  perfon  in  the  beginning  of  his  ficknefle,  and  in  every 
change  and  great  accident  of  it  make  ads  of  refignation  to  GOD, 
and  intirely  fubmic  himfelf  to  the  divine  will,  remembering,  that 
ficknefle  may  do  the  work  of  GOD,  and  produce  the  eftcft  of  the 
fpirit,  and  promote  the  interefts  of  his  foul,  as  well  as  health,  and 
oftentimes  better,  as  being  in  it  felf  and  by  the  grace  of  GOD  apt  to  make 
us  confefie  our  own  impotency  and  dependencies,  and  to  undcrftaml 
our  needs  of  mercy  and  the  continual!  influences  and  fupports  of  hea- 
ven y  to  withdraw  our  appetites  from  things  below ,  to  corrc^  the  va- 
nities and  infolencies  of  an  impertinent  fpirit :  to  abate  the  extravagancies 
•f  the  flcih ',  to  put  our  carnall  lufts  into  fetters  aod  dMabilwy,  to  remember 
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as  of  cur  flate  of  pilgrimage ,  that  this  is  our  n^ay  and  our  ftagc  of  trouble     ^iXt  lit. 

andbanilliment,  and  that  Heaven  is  our  countrey;  for  fo,  iickneffe  is  the , 

trial  of  our  patience,  a  fire  to  purge  us,  an  inftru^er  :o  teach  us,  a  bridle  to 
reftrain  us,  and  a  ftate  inferring  great  necefTities  of  union  and  adha-fions  un- 
to GOD.  And  as  upon  thefe  grounds  we  have  rlie  fame  reafon  to  accept 
ficknefle  at  the  hands  of  GOD,  as  to  receive  phyfick  from  a  Phyfician  j  fo 
It  is  an  argument  ofexcellent  grace  to  give  GOD  hearty  thaqks  in  our  dif- 
cafe,  and  to  accept  it  cheerfully,  and  with  fpiritual  joy. 

Some  perfons  create  to  themfclves  excufes  of  difcontent,  and  quarrel  noc  *  7» 

with  the  pain ,  but  the  ill  confequents  of  ficknefie,  it  makes  them  trouble- 
fomc  to  their  friends,  and  confider  not  that  their  friends  are  bound  to  ac- 
cept the  trouble  ,  as  themfelves  to  accept  the  ficknelfe ',  that  to  tend  the 
fick  is  at  that  time  allotted  for  the  portion  of  their  work,  and  that  charity 
receives  it  as  a  duty,  and  makes  that  duty  to  be  a  pleafure  :  and  however, 
if  our  friends  account  us  a  burden,  let  us  alfo  accept  that  eircumftance  of  af- 
flid^ion  to  our  felves  with  the  fame  refignation  and  indifferency,  as  we  en- 
tertain its  occallon,  the  ficknelfe  itfclf  j  and  pray  to  GQD  to  enkrndle  a 
fiame  of  charity  in  their  breafts ,  and  to  make  them  compenfation  for  the 
cliarge  and  trouble  we  put  them  to?  and  then  the  care  is  at  an  end.  But  o- 
thers  excufe  their difcontent  with  a  more  religious  colour ,  and  call  the  dif. 
cafe  their  trouble  and  affliftion,  becaufe  it  impedes  their  other  patts  of  du- 
ty, they  cannot  preach  or  ftudy  or  do  exterk)ur  affiftances  of  charity  and 
almcs,  or  a<fts  of  repentance  and  mortification.  But  it  were  well,  if  we  could 
let  GOD  proportion  out  our  work,  and  fet  our  talk  j  let  him  choofe  what 
vertues  we  fhall  fpecially  exercife  j  and  when  the  will  of  GOD  determines 
us,  it  is  more  excellent  to  endure  affliftions  with  patience,  eqHanimity,and 
thankfulnefle,  then  to  do  anions  of  the  moft  pompous  religion  and  labori- 
ous or  expenfive  charity  *,  not  onely  becaufe  there  is  a  delicioufneffe  in 
anions  of  religion  and  choice,  which  is  more  agreeable  to  our  fpirit,  then 
the  toleration  of  (icknefle  can  be ,  which  hath  great  reward,  but  no  prcfent 
pleifure  y  but  alfo  becaufe  our  fufl'ering  and  our  imployment  is  coafecratcd 
CO  us,  when  GOD  choofes  it,  and  there  is  then  no  mixtures  of  imperfe^ion, 
or  fecular  intereft,  as  there  may  be  in  other  a<J^ions  even  of  an  excellent  re- 
ligion, wben  our  felves  are  the  choofers.  And  let  us  alfo  remember  >  that 
GOD  hath  not  fo  much  need  of  thy  works,  as  thou  haft  of  patience,  humi- 
lity, and  refignation.  S.  Paulwas  far  a  more  confiderable  perfon  then  thou 
canft  be,  and  yet  it  pleafed  GOD  to  fhut  him  in  prifon  for  two  yeers,  and 
in  that  interval,  GOD  fecured  and  promoted  the  work  of  the  Gofpel ;  and 
although  Epapfnodhus  was  an  excellent  Minifter,  yet  GOD  laid  a  great 
ficknefie  upon  him,  and  even  in  his  difeafe  gave  him  work  enough  to  do, 
though  not  of  his  own  choofing  •,  and  therefore  fear  it  not,  but  the  ends  of 
religion  or  duty  will  well  enough  proceed  without  thy  health ',  and  thy 
own  eternal  inrereft,  when  GOD  fo  plcafes ,  fhall  better  be  ferved  by  fick- 
nefs  and  the  vertues  which  it  occafions,theH  by  the  oppoi-tunities  of  health, 
and  an  ambulatory  a^ive  charity. 

When  thou  art  refigned  to  GOD ,  ufe  fair  and  appointed  means  for  thy  if. 

recovery-,  truft  not  in  thy  fpirit  upon  any  inftrument  of  health,  as  thou 
art  willing  to  be  difpofed  by  GOD,  fo  look  not  for  any  event  upon  the 
ftock  ©f  any  ether  caafe  or  principle  *,  be  ruled  by  the  Phyfcian  and  the 
people  appointed  to  rend  thee,  that  thou  neither  become  troublefome  to 
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Part  HI.      ^^^"^'  "^^  §**^^  ^"y  ^^'^^  ^^  impatience  cr  a  peevifh  fpirit.     Eut  this 
•     ..  ,,  advice  onely  meanes ,  that  thou  do  not  difobty  them  out  cf  any  evil 

principle  j  and  yet  if  reafon  be  thy  guide  to  choofe  any  other  aide,  cr 
follow  awy  other  counfel,  ufe  it  temperately,  prudently  and  charitably.  It 
is  not  intended  for  a  duty,  that  thou  fhouldeft  drink  oyl  inilead  of  wine, 
if  thy  Minifter  reach  it  to  thee,  as  did  Saint  Bernard y  nor  that  thou 
fhouldeft  accept  a  cake  tempered  with  Linfeedoil  inftead  cf  oil  of  Olives, 
as  did  F.  Stephen ,  mentioned  by  Ku^nus  j  but  that  thou  tolerate  the 
defed^s  of  thy  fervants ,  and  accept  the  evil  accidents  of  thy  difeafe ,  er 
the  unfuccefiefulnePieof  thy  Phyficianscare,  as  defcending  on  thee  from 
1  €l!ro.l6»l2»  the  hands  of  GOD.  Jfa  was  noted  in  Scripture ,  that  in  his  ficknclTe  he 
fought  not  to  the  LORD^  but  to  the  Phyfic'wis.  Levns  the  1 1 .  of  France, 
was  then  the  miferablefl:  perfon  in  his  Kingdom,  when  he  made  himfelf 
their  fervant,  courting  them  with  great penfions  and  rewards,  attend- 
ing to  their  rules  as  Oracles,  and  from  their  mouthes  waited  for  the 
fentence  of  life  or  death:  weareinthefc  great  accidents,  efpecially  to 
look  upon  GOD  as  the  difpofer  of  the  events,  which  he  yery  often  difpc- 
fes  contrary  to  the  expe<^ation  we  may  have  of  probable  caufes  j  and  fome- 
times  without  phyfick  we  recover,  and  with  phyilck  and  excellent  appli- 
cations we  grow  worfe  and  worfe  j  and  GOD  it  is,  that  makes  the  reme- 
dies unprofperous ',  in  all  thefe  and  all  other  accidents  if  wee  take 
earc  that  the  fickneife  of  the  body  derive  not  itfelf  into  the  foul,  nor  the 
pains  of  one  procure  impatience  of  the  other,  we  fiiall  alleviate  the  bur- 
den and  nwke  it  fupportable  and  profitable  :  and  certain  it  is,  if  Men 
knew  well  to  bear  their  fcknelfes,  humbly  towards  GOD  ,  charitably  to- 
wards our  Minifters,  and  cheerfully  in  themfelves ,  there  were  no  greater 
advantage  in  the  world  to  be  received  then  upon  afick  bed?  and  that  alone 
hath  in  it  the  benefis  of  a  Church,  of  a  religious  Alfem.fcly,  of  the  works  of 
charity  and  labour.  Andfinceour  fouls  eternal  well-being  depends  upon 
the  charities  and  providence  and  veracity  of  GOD,  and  we  have  nothing  to 
,  .,,  ,  fhew  for  it  but  his  word  and  goodnelfe ,  and  that  is  infinitely  enough  ,  it 
^Jor««  «,ru.y>m  j^  ^^^  reafon  we  be  not  more  nice  and  fcrupulous  about  the  ufage  and 
T'  ^^t'Vl  accommodation  cf  our  body  *,  if  we  accept  at  GODS  hand  fadnefie  and 
9hii'Sopbocl.  ^^.ynelfe  of  afledion  and  fpir i  tuall  defertion  patiently  and  wi  th  indifleren- 
Fh£ar.  ^y^  -j.  j^  mih^indfome  to  eyprelTe  our  felves  lefle  fatisfied  in  the  accidents 

oj^'v  t,  about  our  body. 
No/^pf**"  y^  £ut  jf  ^YiQ  ficknelTe  proceed  to  death,  it  is  a  new  charge  upon  cur 
*^  V'?*"^.  Spirits,  and  GOD  calls  for  a  final  and  intire  refignation  into  his  hands  ^ 
^'f^'^^JT  2"^  fo  a  perfon  who  was  of  humble  aftedions,  and  in  his  life  time  of  a 
oiA4ya>yTt)-^^o  mortified  fpirit,  accudomed  to  bear  the  yoke  cf  the  LORD,  this  is 
bxiiAVif  y^^i^t  ^g|^^^  becaufe  he  lockes  upon  death  not  onely  as  the  certaine  con- 
wf^orxwf  fiojr  cijt-ioj^  of  nature,  but  as  a  neceflary  tranfition  to  a  ftate  of  blelfed- 
3^  J  2b/b4^ov^  f,^j|-^^  jjg  ^j^g  determination  of  his  ficknelTe,  the  period  of  humane  in- 
CT7c?/\ocp;^«ff«^  felicities,  the  lafi:  change  of  condition,  the  beginning  of  a  new,  ftrange, 
Strabd.US'  and  excellent  life,a  fecurity  againft  fin,  a  freedom  from  the  importunities 
c*!um!No!rlnim  of  3  tcuipter,  from  the  tyranny  of  an  imperious  luft ,  from  the  rebelli- 
li>utalu"r"j'mcii''*  <^"  ^^  Concupifceuce ,  from  the  difturbances  and  tempefts  of  the  ira- 
JH,  dixit raatfreym-  fcible  faculty,  and  from  the  fond refie  and  childilhnelTeof  theconcupiP. 
bSiiTsyn^ho'r.  ciblej  andCSaint^wiro/efayeswt'i;  the  trouble  ef  this  life  and  the  dangers 
faBi.inc.7,jobi.     arefomnj^  that  inrefpeH  of  them  deaih  is  a  remedy^  and  a  faif  proper  ob- 
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je(^  of  defiles.  And  we  linde  that  many  Saints  have  prayed  for  death,    p^j.^   jj  j^ 

that  they  niiglu  noc  fee  the  pei  fecutions  and  great  miftries  inciim!)ent  up- 

on  the  Church,  and  if  the  defire  be  not  out  of  impatience,  butofcha-  Hochomomor- 
rity,  and  with  refignacion,  there  is  no  reafon  to  reprove  it.  £//^u  prayed  te /ucraturne 
that  GOD  would  take  his  life,  that  he  might  not  fee  the  evils  of  Ahab  and  malum  jnrmor- 
ler^hely  and  their  vexations  intendments  againft  the  Prophets  cf  the  tale  ejfet.NdZ, 
'LORD.  And  S.  Auj} in  upon  the  incurfion  of  the  Vandals  into  Africa, —V*<^5»}^«« 
♦called  his  Clergy  together,  and  at  their  chapter  told  them,  he  had  «"^^  ^»"» 

*  prayed  to  GOD  either  to  deliver  his  people  from  the  prtfent  calamity, » -wi  umiroe 
'or  grant  them  patience  to  bear  it,  or  tliat  he  would  take  him  out  of  the  "a^*V«'  Tn/^i'v 

*  world,  that  he  might  not  fee  the  miferies   of  his   Diocefe*,  adding  ^-^^^^f..  ^/cV. 
•that  GOD  had  granted  him  the  laftj  and  he  prefently  fell   lick,  and  Prcmeth. 
'dyed  in  the  fiege  of  his  own  Hippo.  And  if  death  in  many  cafes  bede-  i  Kings  194. 
llreable,  and  for  many  reafdns ,  it  isalwaies  to  be  fubmitted  to,  when  Iri'uitaS.Au^* 
GOD  calls.  And  as  it  is  alwaies  a  mifery  to  fear  death,  fo  it  is  very  often  c.i6* 

a  fn,  or  the  eftedof  fin.  If  our  love  to  the  world  hath  faftened  our  afle- 
d^ions  heJe ,  it  is  a  dired:  fin  j  and  this  by  the  fon  of  Sirach  noted  to  ^<"*'"'v°^"  "i- 
be  the  cafe  of  rich  and  great  perfonages.     Horv  bitter  6  death  is  tjb;'  c'.rcmem  "*"^'°" 
rememhrame^  to  a  man,  that  is  at  reji  in  his  poffejfms  !    But  if  it  be  a  ^r^em^u'mirrml,- 
fear  to  perifh  in  the  ruins^of  eternity,  they  are  not  too  blame  for  fear-  "''^p^"^'.  . 
ing ,  but  that  their  own  ill  lives  hath   procured  the    fear.    And    yet  q^.ca"  quJi-Lq-Ta- 
there  are  perfons  in  the  ftate  of  grace,  but  becaufe  they  are  In  great  im-N^TiVirafc^cupiat 
perfc<Sion  ,  have  fuch  lawfull  fears  of  death  and  cf  entring   upon  an  ''''^''- "       'h^^^* 
uncertain  fentence,  which  muftfland  eternally  irreverfible,  be  it  good  ^^^^^^'A'^*'^* 
or  bad  •,  that  diey  may  with  piety  and  care  enough  pray  Davids  prayer ,  0 
[pare  me  a.  little  that  1  may  recover  my  ftrength ,  before  I  go  hence  and  be  m 
more  feen.    But  in  this  and  in  all  other  cafes,  death  muft  be  accep- 
ted mthout  murmur e  ^    though  without  fear  it  cannot.     A    man  may 
pray  to  be  delivered  from  it  ,   and  yet    if  GOD  will  not  grant  it, 
he  muft  noc  go  as  one  hal'd  to  execution,  but  if  with  all   his  im- 
perfect^   fears   he    fliall   throw   himfelf  upon    GOD,    and  accept  his 
fentence  as  righteous,  whether  it  fpeak  life  or  death,  it  is  an  ad:  of 
fo  great  excellency  ,    that  it  may  equall   the  good  adions   of  many 
fucceeding  and  furviving  dayes  ',  and  peradventure  a  longer  life  will 
be  ytt  more  impcrfeft,  and  that  GOD  therefore  puts  a  period  to  it, 
that  thou  mayeft  be  taken  into  a  condition  more  certain ,  though  leffe 
cninent.  However,  let  not  the  fears  of  nature  or  the  fear  of  reafon  or 
the  fears  of  humility  become  accidentally   criminall  by  a  nmrmure  or  a" 
pertinacious  contefting  againft  the  event,  which  we  cannot  hinder, but 
oug-ht  to  accept  by  an  eleftion fecondary ,  rationall  and  pious,  and  up- 
on fuppofition ,  that  GqD  will  not  alter  the  fentence  palfed  upon  thy 
remporall  life  *,  alwaies  remembring  that  in  Chriftian  philofophy,  death 
hath  in  it  an  excellency,  of  which  the  Angels  are  not  capable.  For  by  the 
neceflFity  of  our  nature  we  are  made  capable  of  dying  fortht  holy  jESUS  : 
yndnextto  thepriviledgeof  thatad-,is  ourwillingnelTe  to  die  at  "hiscom- 
mand,which  turns  necefTity  into  vertue,  and  nature  into  grace,  and  grace  to 
glcry. 

When  the  fick  perfon  is  thus  difpofed ,  let  him  begin   to  trim  his  ^o. 

wedding  garment,  and  dreffe  his  lamp  with  the  repetition  of  ads  of  re- 
pentance, perpetually  praying  to  GOD  for  pardoft  of  his  fins,reprefenting  to 
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Part  III        hi  mfelf  the  horror  of  them,  the  multitude,  the  obliquity,  being  helped  by 

. arguments  apt  to  excite  contricion,  by  repeciriou  of  penitential  Pfalmes 

and  holy  Prayers  j  and  he  may  by  accepting  and  humbly  receivinghis  lick- 
nefleat  GODS  hand,  tranfmicit  into  the  condition  of  an  ad  or  efted:  of  re- 
pentance,acknowIedging  himfelf  by  I'm  to  have  deferved  and  procured  it,8c 
praying  that  the  punifhment  of  his  crimes  may  be  here ,  and  not  referved 
for  the  ftate  of  reparation,and  for  ever ',  but  above  all  fingle  ads  of  this  ex- 
ercife,we  are  concerned  to  fee  that  nothing  of  other  Mens  goods  ftick  to  h5, 
but  kt  us  Qiake  it  oft'as  we  would  a  burning  coal  from  our  tiefli  j  for  it  will 
deftroy  us,  it  will  carry  a  curfe  with  us ,  and  leave  a  curfc  behinde  us. 
*B«eei«oreirunfqut  Tliofe  who  by  thy  Hieaues  or  importunity  have  become  ^  vitious,  exhort 
^m'^ow2S'^ur?f°h!i  to  repentance  and  Holy  life*,  thofe  whom  thou  haft  cozened  into  crimes 
q^  TfjbtiiMiat  ct '  reftore  to  a  right  underftanding  j  thofe  who  are  by  violence  and  intereft 
r«d«d.ripiL.nf.  s.  i^jjj  captive  by  thee  to  any  undeccncy,  reftore  to  their  liberty,  and  encou- 
rage to  the  profecution  of  holineflcj  difcover  and  confefie  thy  fraud  and 
unlawfull  arts,  ceafe  thy  violence  and  give  as  many  advantages  to  vertue 
as  thou  haft  done  to  vitioufnefie.  Make  reconipence  for  bodily  wr"ongs, 
fuch  as  are  wounds,  difmembrings,  and  other  disabilities?  reftore  every 
man  as  much  as  thou  canft  to  that  good  condition  from  which  thou  haft 
removed  him,  reftore  his  fame,  give  back  his  goods,  return  the  pawn,  re- 
ieafe  forfiitures,  and  take  off  all  injuft  invafions  or  furprizes  of  his  eftate, 
pay  debts,  fatisfy  for  thy  fraud  and  injuftice  as  far  as  thou  canft,  and  as 
thou  canft,  and  as  foon,  or  this  alone  is  weight  enough,  no  lelTe  then  a  mil- 
ftone  about  thy  nccke.  But  if  the  dying  man  be  of  God^  and  intheftatc 
of  grace,  that  is,  if  he  have  lived  a  holy  life,  repented  feafonably,  and 
have  lead  a  juft  fober  and  religious  converfation  in  any  acceptable  degree, 
itis  tobefuppofedhehathno  great  account  to  make  for  unrepented  in- 
juries and  unjuft  detentions :  for  if  he  had  detained  the  goods  of  his  neigh- 
bour fraudulently  or  violently  without  amends,  when  it  is  in  his  power 
and  opportuftity  to  reftore,  he  is  not  the  man  we  fuppofe  h?m.  in  this 
prefent  queftion  *,  andakhoughin  all  cafeshe  is  bound  to  reftore  accor- 
ding to  his  ability,  yet  the  art  is  leffe  e>:ce!lcnt,  when  it  is  compelled, 
and  fo  it  feemes  to  be,  if  he  have  continued  the  injuftice,  till  he  is  forced 
to  quit  the  purchafe.  However,  if  it  be  not  done  till  then,  let  it  be 
provided  for  then  v  and  that  I  prefle  this  duty  to  pious  perfons  at  this 
time,  is  only  to  oblige  them  to  a  diligent  fcrutiny  concerning  the  lelfer  o- 
miflionsofthisduty  in  the  matter  of  fame,  or  Icfler  debts,  or  fpirituall 
reftitutionj  or  that  thofe  uneveneffes  of  account,  which  were  but  of  late 
tranfadion  may  now  be  regulated,  and  that  whatfocver  is  undone  in  this 
matterfrom  what  principle  foever  it  proceeds,  whether  of  fm,  or  only  of 
forge tfulnefie,  or  ofimperfcdion,  may  now  be  made  as  exad  as  we  can, 
and  are  obliged,  and  that  thofe  excufes  which  made  it  reafonable  and  law- 
full  to  deferre  reftitution,  as  want  of  opportunity,  cleerncfTe  of  ability, 
and  accidental!  inconvenience  be  now  laid  afide,  and  the  adion  be  done 
or  provided  for  in  the  midft  of  all  objedions  and  inconvenient  circuiu- 
ftances,  rather  then  to  omit  it  and  hazard  to  perform  it. 

Hither  alfo  I  reckon  rcfolutions,  and  forfeited  purpofes  of  emendation, 
and  greater  fever  ity,  in  cafe  God  return  us  to  hopes  of  life;  which  there- 
fore muft  be  reinforced,  thatweniay  ferve  the  ends  of  God  and  under- 
ftandall  his  purpofes,  and  make  »fc  of  every  opportunity  j  every  fick- 
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nefTe  laid  upon  us  being  with  a  defigne  of  drawing  us  neerer  to  God  ',  and    p^^  111 

even  holy  purpofes  are  good  adions  of  the  fpirir,  and  principles  of  Re- . L 

ligion  *,  and  though  alone  they  cannot  do  the  work  of  grace  or  change  the 
ftarewhen  they  are  inefteduall,  that  is,  when  either  we  will  not  bring 
themintoad-,or  that  God  will  not  let  us,  yet  to  a  man  already  in  the  ftate 
ofgrace  they  are  the  additions  of  fonicthing  good,  and  2re  like  blowing 
ofcoaks,  which  although  it  can  put  no  life  into  a  dead  coale  yet  it  make* 
a  live  coale  fhine  brighter,  and  burne  clearer,  and  addes  to  it  fonie  acci- 
dentall  degrees  of  heat. 

Having  thus  difpofed  hinifelfe  to  the  peace  of  God,  let  him  make  peace         2  2. 
with  all  thofe  in  whom  he  knows  or  fufpefts  any  minutes  of  anger,  or  ma- 
lice, or  difpleafure  towards  him,  fubmitting  himfelf  to  them  with  humi-      ,  ^  , 
lity,  whom  he  unworthily  hath  difplcafed,  afking  pardon  of  them  who  fay  ^^^'^^"^«'''^''- 
they  are  difpleafed,  and  offering  pardon  to  them  that  have  difpleafed  him  j  ^f  '-'^'^^sks^ 
and  then  let  him  crave  the  peace  of  holy  Church.  For  it  is  all  this  while  to  f^.,  ^^     ^ 
be  fuppofcd  that  he  hath  ufed  the  afTiftance  and  prayers,  the  counfeJ  and  the  ^''  ^^^^' "  T' 
advices  of  a  fpiritual  Man,  and  that  to  this  purpofe  he  hath  opened  to  him  ^"^  "^'^^^ ""' 
the  ftate  of  his  whole  life,  and  made  him  to  underftand  what  emendations 
of  his  faults  he  hath  made ,  what  afts  of  repentance  he  hath  done,  how  lived 
after  his  fall  and  reparation,  and  that  he  hath  fubmitted  all  that  he  did  or 
undid,  to  the  difcerning  ofa  holy  Man,  whofe  office  it  is  to  guide  his  foul 
in  this  agony  and  lafl:  offices.   All  Men  cannot  have  the  blelTing  ofa  wife 
and  learned  Minifter,  and  fome  dye,  where  they  can  have  none  at  all ;  yet 
it  were  a  fafer  courfe  to  do  as  much  of  this  as  we  can  *,  and  to  a  competent 
perfon  if  we  can ',  if  we  cannot,  then  to  the  beft  we  have,  according  as  we 
judge  it  to  be  of  fpiritual  advantage  to  us  ^  for  in  this  eonjundure  of  acci- 
dents, it  concernes  us  to  be  fure,  if  we  may,  and  not  to  be  deceived,  where 
we  can  avoid  it  j  becaufe  we  fhall  never  return  to  life  to  do  this  work  againy 
and  if  after  this  entercouife  with  a  fpiritual  guide,  we  be  reconciled  by  the 
folemn  prayer  of  the  Church ,  the  prayer  of  abfolution ,  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  us  j  we  depart  with  our  fathers  bleffing,  we  dye  in  the  aftual 
communion  of  the  Church,  we  hear  the  fentence  of  GOD  applyed  after  the 
manner  of  Men,  and  the  promife  of  pardon  made  circumftantiate,  material, 
prefent,and  operative  upon  oar  fpirits,and  have  our  portion  of  the  promife, 
which  is  recorded  by  S.  j^ames^  that  if  the  elders  efthe  Church  pray  over  a  fick. 
perfon  fervently  and  effedually  (adde  folenmly)  his  fins  fit  all  be  forgiven  him 
(that  is,  fuppofing  him  to  be  in  a  capacity  to  receive  It^  becaufe  fuch  pray-           22. 
crs  of  fuch  a  Man  are  very  prevalent.                                                          ^  j  to>  vs:s- 
All  this  is  in  a  fpiritual  fcnfe,  vpajfmg  the  hands  in  innocency^  and  then  let  /aic»TO»  5  ^' 
him  go  to  the  altar :  let  him  not  for  any  cxcufe  lelfe  then  impofhbility  omit  x^ic  k,  «x»w 
to  receive  the  holy  Sacrament  *,  which  the  Fathers  alfembled  in  the  great  yj^  ,^/<^  ^^ 
Nicene  Counccl  have  taught  all  the  Chriftian  world  to  call  the  tnojl  neceffa-  x^y^isr^T^  Z 
ryprovjftons  for  our  laft  journey^  which  is  the  memory  ofthat  death  by  which  r^r-a^^^J^ 
we  hope  for  life ,  which  is  the  feed  of  immortality  and  the  refurrcdion  of  ji^^^^  ^j  ^„_ 
our  bodies,  which  unites  our  fpirit  to  CHRIST ,  which  is  a  great  defenfa-  ^^^  '>J^^  ^•^^'•^ 
tive  againft  the  hoftilities  of  the  Devil,  which  is  the  moft  folemn  prayer  of  J  o^^'T^'il'dyl 
the  Church,  united  and  made  acceptable  by  the  facrifice  of  CHRIST,  which  !^i^^l^^,'' 
is  then  reprefented  and  exhibited  to  GOD,  which  is  the  great  inftrument  Z,      C:       * 
offpirifualincreafe,  and  the  growth  of  grace ,  which  is  duty  and  reward,         ' 
food  &  phyfickjhcalth  and  pJeafnre5dclctery  and  cordialjpraycr  and  thankf-   ^* 
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Part   II  I.     S**^*"S  ^"  Liniin  of  nijfterles,the  marriage  of  the  foul ,  and  the  peri^cf^ioa 

.. 1_  of  all  the  rices  of  Chriftianicy:  Dying  with  the  holy  Sacrament  in  us  is  a 

going  to  GOD  with  CHRIST  in  our  arras,  and  hiterpofing  him  between 
us  and  angry  fentence  j  but  then  we  mufi:  be  fure  that  we  have  done  all 
the  duty,  without  which  we  cannot  communicate  worthily.  For  elfe  Sa- 
tan comes  in  the  place  of  CHRIST,  and  it  is  a  horror  not  k?.e  then  infi- 
nite to  appear  before  GODS  tribunall,  poCeired  in  our  fouls  with  the 
fpirir  of  darknefie.  True  it  is,  that  by  many  laws  of  the  Church  the  Bifnop 
ConcilMcen.    and  the  miniiler  are  bound  to  give  the  holy  Eucharilt  to  every  perfon,  who 
can.eod.Conc.    m  the  article  or  apparent  danger  of  death  dellres  if,  provided  that  he  h^th 
Ancyrx.6,        fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  impofition  and  Counfels  of  the  Bifliop  or  Guide 
Conc.Aurelkn.  of  his  foul,  that  in  cafe  he  recovers  he  maybe  brought  to  the  peace  of 
2.c,i  2.  GOD  and  his  Church  by  fuch  fteps  and  degrees  of  repentance  by  which  o- 

ther  publike  finners  are  reconciled.  But  to  this  gentlenelfe  of  Difcipline, 
and  eafinefie  of  adminiftrationthofc  excellent  perfons  who  made  the  C<z. 
won/thoughtthemfelves  compelled  by  the  rigour  of  the  Novatians^  and 
becaufe  they  admitted  not  lapfed  perfons  to  the  peace  of  the  Church  upon 
any  termes,though  never  fo  great,fo  publike,or  fo  penall  a  rcpentance,ther- 
fore  thefe,not  only  remitted  them  to  the  exercife  andftation  of  penitents, 
CmcElibe.c.i,  butalfo  to  the  Communion.  But  the  Fathers  of  the  Councel  o^Etiberis  de- 
nied this  favours  to  perfons,  who  after  baptifme  were  Idolaters  j  either  in- 
tending this  as  a  great  argument  to  affright  perfons  from  fo  great  a  crime, 
or  elfe  believing  that  it  was  unpardonable  after  baptifme,  acontradidion 
tothatftate,  which  we  entred  into  by  Baptifme?  and  the  Covenant  E- 
,-,        ,    vangelicall:  However,  I  def re  all  learned  perfons  to  obferve  it,  and  the 
•tl'     ""^"^'^  lelTe  learned  alfo  tomakeufeof  it,  thatthofe  more  ancient  councels  ef  the 
•        °f^^  c%-  f /,;^j-c^,yyhich  commanded  the  holy  Communion  to  be  given  to  dying  per- 
JjTw.  ConctU    ^Qjj5^  meant  onely  fuch ,  which  according  to  the  cuftome  of  the  Church 
Nicen.cA^.      were  under  the  conditions  of  repentance,  that  is,  fuch  to  whom  punifh- 
aTwc  ^  cg^    nient  and  Difcipline  of  divers  veers  were  injoyned  ,  and  if  it  hapned  they 
J^^UxjAi.  Cone.  ^£j^j  jj^  j-j^g  interuall,  before  the  expiration  of  their  time  of  reconciliation, 
Ancy.c.6.  ^|^^„  ^^ity  admitted  them  to  the  Communion;  which  defcribes  to  us  the 

Vehisqmm  <io<ftrineof  thcfeagcs,  when  religion  was  purer  and  difcipline  more  fe- 
pennentiapofitj  y^^^,  ^  ^^  j^^ly  uf^  ftcured  by  rules  of  excellent  government  j  that  thofe 
ma  excejjernt,  q^^\^  ^^j.^  j^j.  ^.q  ^^^^  j.^  ^j^^.  f^^fj-^  ^j^^q  i^eforc  their  laft  ficknefle  had  fini- 
pacuh  nullum  fji^d  the  repentance  of  many  years,  "^  or  at  leaft  had  undertaken  it :  and 
communioneva'  certainly  it  were  great  charity  to  deny  the  communion  to  perfons,  who 
cmm  debfre  j-jg^^  y^y^^  vitioufly  till  their  death  j  provided  it  be  by  competent  autho- 
mmtttuConc.  rity,  and  done  fincerely,  prudently  and  without  temporall  intereft  j  too- 
Aurel.2x.i2.  ther  perfons  who  have  lived  good  lives  or  repented  of  their  bad,  thongh 
Vjdc  Concil.  i^fr^.  perfeftly ,  it  ought  not  to  be  denied,  and  they  lefle ought  to  neg- 
Eliberx.46.      1^^  it. 

il^.cap.6p.  -gyj.  as^very  n}an  muft  put  himfelfe,fo  alfo  he  muft  purhis  houfc  in  or- 

24*  der,  make  his  will,  if  he  have  an  eftate  to  difpofe  of  >  and  in  that  he  muft  be 
carefullto  dojuflicetoevery  man,  and  charity  to  the  poor,  according  as 
GOD  liath  enabled  him  :  and  though  charity  is  then  very  late ,  if  it  begins 
not  earlyer,yet  if  this  be  but  an  aft  of  an  ancient  habite  it  is  ftill  more  per- 
feft,  as  itfucceedesin  time,  and  fuperaddes  to  the  former  ftock ,  and  a- 
tr.ong  other  afts  of  duty  let  it  he  remembred  that  it  is  excellent  charity  to 
leave  our  wUliLnd  defircs  clear,  plain,and  determinate,  that  contention  and 
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Jaw-fuites  may  be  prevented  by  the  explicate  declaration  of  the  legacies.  At    part   III. 

laft  and  in  all  inftances  and  periods  of  our  following  dayes  let  the  former 

good  afts  be  renewed  j  let  GOD  be  praifed  for  all  his  graces  and  bleflings  of 
©ur  life,  let  him  be  intreated  for  pardon  of  our  fins,  let  ads  of  love  and  con- 
trition, of  hope,of  joy,  of  humility  be  the  work  of  every  day,  which  GOD 
ftill  permits  us,  alwaies  reniembring   to  ask  remiffion    for  rhofe  fins 
we  remember  not  j  and  if  the  condition  of  our  fickneflc  permits  it  ...7;*  r  -j 
Jet  our  laft  breath  expire  with  an  aft  of  love  that  it  may  begin  the  '^^^  heit  m  ^ 
charities  of  eternity,  and  like  a  taper  burnt  to  its  lowefr  bafe,  it  may  i)icat  (/^exa^§ 
go  out  with  a  great  emiflion  of  light,  leaving  a  fwect  fmell  behinde  contentunein- 
us  to  perfume  our  coffin ,  and  that  thefe  lights  newly  made  brighter  ^        ■ 
or  trimmed  up  in  our  fJcknelle  ,   may  fliine  about  our   hearfe,  ^'i^^x.  jj.   .• 

they  may  become  arguments  of  a  pious  fadncffe  to  our  friends,  (as  the  ^^^  r^^^^ 

charitable  coats,  which  Vofcas  made  were  to  thewidows)  and  exemplar  ltq^  ig.  J" 
to  all  thofe,  who  obferved  ,  or  fhall  hear  of  our  holy  life  and  religl-  ° 

ous  death.  But  if  it  fhall  happen,  that  the  difeafe  be  produftive  of  evil 
accidents,  as  a  difturbed  phanfie,  a  weakned  underftanding, wildedif- 
courfings,  or  any  deprivation  of  the  ufe  of  reafon,  it  concerns  the  fick 
perfons  in  the  happy  int^rvallsof  a  quiet  untroubled  fpirit  to  prayear- 
nefiiy  to  God  that  nothing  may  palfe  from  him  in  the  rages  of  a  fea- 
ver  or  worfe  diftemper,  which  may  leife  become  his  duty,  or  give 
fcaudal,  or  caufe  trouble  to  the  perfons  in  atrepdance  *,  and  if  he  fliall 
alfo  renounce  and  difclaime  all  fuch  evil  words,  which  his  difeafe  may 
fpeak,  not  himfelf,  he  fhall  do  the  duty  ef  a  Chriftian  and  a  prudent 
perfon ,  awd  after  thefe  preparatives ,  he  may  with  piety  and  confidence 
reiign  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  GOD  to  be  depofited  in  holy  rece- 
ptacles till  the  day  of  reftitution  of  all  things.  And  in  the  mean 
time  with  a  quiet  fpirit  defcend  into  that  ftate,  which  is  the  lot  of 
C^^fars  and  where  all  Kings  and  Conquerors  have  laid  afide  theif 
glories. 

The  Prayeh^ 

OEternalUnd  Holy  JESVS^  who  by  death  haft  overcome  ieath ,  and  '  ""' 

by  thy  paffion  haft  taken  out  its  flings  and  made  it  t9  become  one  of  the  '  ' 

gites  of  heaven^  and  an  entrance  to  felicity  ;  have  mercy  upon  me  novp  and  at  the 
hour  of  my  death  *,  let  thy  grace  accompany  me  all  the  dayes  (yf  my  life^  tJjat  I 
may  by  a  holy  converfation ,  and  an  habituall  performance  of  my  duty ,  wane  for  • 

the  coming  of  our  LORD  ^  and  be  ready  to  enter  with  thee  atwhatfoever  hour 
thou  fl) alt  come.  LORD  let  not  my  death  be  in  any  fenfe  unprovided  ^  nor  un- 
timely^ nor  hafty^  but  after  the  common  manner  of  men,  having  in  it  nothing 
extraordinary ,  but  an  extraordinary  pietj,  and  the  manifeftation  of  a  great 
and  miraculous  mercy.  Let  my  fenfes  and  my  underftanding  be  preferved 
vntire  till  the  Ufl  of  my  dayes  ^  and  grant  that  I  may  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous ,  having  firft  difcharged  all  my  obligations  ofjuftice^  le^ing 
none  miferable  and  unprovided  in  my<lepamre^  but  be  thou  thi  portim  •/ 

aU.  ' 


i^S  THE  PRAYE'R. 

PartllL        ^^^  ^^  Priends  and  relatives  ^  and  let  thy  blejfing  defcend  upon  their  bead r^ 

.  and  abide  there ,  till  they  finll  meet  me   in    the  be  font    of  our  LORD, 

Preferve  me  ever  in  the  cotmrnnion  and  peace  of  the  Churchy  and  Mejfe 
my  Veath-bed  with  the  opportunity  of  a  holy  and  a  fpirituall  Guide ,  rvitb 
the  afijiance  and  guard  of  Angels ^  vpith  the  perception  of  the  holy  Sacra* 
ntent ,  with  patience  and  dereWon  of  my  own  de fires ,  mth  a  firong  faith, 
gnd  a  firm  and  humble  hope ,  with  jujl  mea fares  of  repentance ,  and  great 
treafures  of  charity  t9  thee  my  GOD,  and  t9  all  the  worlds  that  my  foul 
in  the  arms  of  the  holy  J E  SV  S  may  be  depoftted  rvith  fafety  and  joy, 
there  to  expe^  the  revelation  of  thy  day ,  and  then  to  partake  the  glories 
§f  thy  kingdom ,  0  eternall  and  holy  JESVS,    Anien. 
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Conftderations  upon  the  Cmcifixion  of  the 
holy  JE  S  V  S. 

Hen  the  fentence  of  death  pronounced  agalnft  the  LORD 
was  to  be  put  in  execution ,  the  Soildiers  pulled  off  the 
robe  of  mockery,  the  fcarlet  mantle,  which  in  jeft  they 
put  upon  him ,  and  put  on  his  own  garments.  But  as  Origen 
obfcrves ,  the  Evangellft  mentioned  not ,  that  they  took  off 
the  crown  of  thornes ',  what  might  ferve  their  intereft  they  purfue,  but  no- 
thing of  remiflTion  or  mercy  to  the  aftlid^ed  Son  of  Man ;  But  fo  it  became 
tshe  King  of  fufferingsnot  tolayafide  his  imperiall  thornes,  till  they  were 
changed  into  diadenies  cf  glory.  But  now  Abel  is  lead  forth  by  his  bro- 
ther to  beflain.  A  gay  fpedacle  to  fatisfie  impious  eyes,  who  would  not  ftay 
behind,but  attended  and  waited  upon  the  hang-man  to  fee  the  Cataftrophe 
S»Aug.trali,      of  this  bloody  tragedy.  But  when  piety  looks  on,  fhe  beholds  a  glorious 
ii^jnjohan,   myftery.  Sin  laughed  to  Cee  the  King  of  heaven  and  earth  and  the  great 
lover  of  foules  in  fte^d  of  the  feeptre  of  his  kingdom  to  bear  a  tree  of  cur- 
fing  and  Hiame.  But  piety  wept  tears  of  pity ,  and  knew  they  would  melt 
into  joy,  when  fhe  fhould  behold  thatCrolfe  which  loaded  the  fhoulders  of 
her  LOR  D,  afterward  fit  upon  the  fceptres,  and  be  engraved  and  fjgned  up- 
on the  foreheads  of  Kings. 
2*  It  cannot  be  thought",  but  the  minifters  of  Jewifh  malice  ufed  all  the  cir- 

cumftances  of  af][|iftion  which  in  any  cafe  were  accuftomed  towards  male- 
fad:ors,  and  perfons  to  be  crucified,  and  therefore  it  was  that  in  fome  ol4 
figures  we  fee  our  blelTed  LORD  defcribed  with  a  table  appendant  to  the 
fringe  of  his  garrpent,  fet  full  of  nailes,  and  pointed  iron  ',  for  fo  fonietimes 
they  ^fflided  pgrfqns  eondcmoed  to  that  kmd  of  death :  arid  S.  Cyprian  af- 

fiiwes 
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firmcs  tbfit  CHRIST  did  (tick  to  the  wood,  that  lie  anitd,  being  galled     p^^.  jjj^ 
with  the  iron  ar  his  heeles ,  and  nailed  even  befoit  his  crucifixion.  Bur 


this  and  the  other  accidents  of  his  journey  and  the*.  •  malice  fo  crufhed  his  ocamificinuin 
wounded, tender,  and  vireinall  body,  that  they  were  i.'ccd  to  lay  the  load  crieru.nqu^d 
upon  a  Cyrenian,  fearing^  that  he  fhould  die  with  lelTe  Ihame  and  finart,  ^[^'[^f^'abunt 
then  they  intended  him  :  bur  fo  he  was  pleafcd  to  take  man  unto  his  aid,  pat,bulatum 
not  onely  toreprefenr  his  own  aeed,  and  the  doloroufnelfc  of  his  pafTion,  per  viis 
but  toconfigne  the  duty  unto  man,  that  we  nmft  entre  into  a  fellowfliip  of  Scir.ulijjfi  nofter 
CHRISTS  fufterings  taking  up  the  Croife  of  Martyrdom,  when  GODrc- '^^^'•j^J^^^^j;^^  ^- 
qujrcs  us,  enduring  affronts,  being  parient  under  affiiftion,  loving  them  that  violteli 
hate  us,  and  being  bcnefad:ors  to  our  Enemies,  abftaining  from  fenfualland  Tuip.c  pjubuii 
kitcmperare  delight,  forbidding  to  our  felves  lawful!  feftivitics  and  recrea-  cuib3julush«r&- 
tions  of  our  wearinefle,  when  we  have  an  end  of  the  fpirit  to  ferve  upon  the  ^^  ^^°  *^'l^'* 
ruins  of  the  bodies  ftrength,  i^ortifying  our  defircs,  breaking  our  own  will,  pV^^p'^t^ioniT 
not  feeking  our  felves,  being  entirely  refigned  to  GOD  •,  thefe  are  the  aolTc,  aniictates  lUiti- 
and  the  nailes  and  thefpear,and  the  whip,  and  all  the  inftruments  of  a  Chri-  n^ns  &  hbo«es- 
ftians  paflion.  And  we  may  confidcr,  that  every  man  in  this  world  fliall  m  s.Cypr.de  pafT. 
fomefenfe  or  other  bearacroffe,fewmenefcapeit,and  it  is  not  well  with 
them  that  do  ;  but  they  onely  bear  it  well  that  follow  CHRIST ,  and  tread 
in  his  fteps,  and  bear  it  for  his  fake,and  walk  as  he  walked  j  and  he  that  fol- 
lows his  own  defires,  when  he  meetes  with  a  crofle  there,  (as  it  is  certain 
enough  he  will)  bears  the  crofle  of  his  concupifence,  and  that  hath  no  fel- 
lowfliip with  the  croife  of  CHRIST.  By  the  precept  of  bearing  the  croffe  we 
are  not  tyed  to  pull  evil  upon  our  felves,  that  we  may  imitate  our  LORD, 
in  nothing  but  in  being  afflid^ed  ',  or  to  perfonate  the  pujiitive  exercifes  of 
mortification  and  fevere  abftinencies ,  which  were  eminent  In  fome  Saints 
and  to  which  they  had  fpeciall  afTiftances,  as  others  had  the  gift  of  chaftity, 
and  for  which  they  had  fpeciall  reafon,  and  as  they  apprehended  fome^reac 
neceffitics ',  but  it  is  required,  that  we  bear  our  own  croffe ,  fo  faid  our  deereft  Matth.  i  ^.24, 
LORD  •,  for  when  crofle  of  CHRIST  is  laid  upon  us, and  we  are  called  to 
Mart>Tdom,thenitisourown,becaufe  GOD  made  it  to  be  our  portioH  ? 
and  when  by  the  neeeffities  of  our  fpirit,  and  the  rebellion  of  our  body  we 
need  exteriour  mortifications,  and  ad:s  of  felf  deniall,then  alfo  it  is  our  own 
crofle,  becaufecur  needs  have  made  it  foj  and  fo  it  is,  when  GOD  fends 
ws  fickneflfe  or  any  other  calamity ',  whatever  is  either  an  efteft  of  our  ghoft- 
ly  needs,  or  the  condition  of  our  temporal!  eftate,  it  calls  for  our  fufterancej 
and  patience  and  equanimity ;  for  therefore  CHRIST  hath  fufered  for  us  i.Pcter  2i2l. 
(faith  S.Peter)  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  jbould  follow  his  fteps  ",  who  bore 
his  Croflt  as  long  as  he  could,and  when  he  could  no  longer ,  he  murmured 
not,but  fank  under  it,and  then  he  was  content  to  receive  fuch  aid,  not  which 
hechofe  himfelf,  but  fuch  as  was  afligned  him.  g. 

Jesus  was  lead  out  of  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  that  he  might  become  the  HebrA'^,11- 
facrifice  for  perfonrs  without  the  pale,even  for  all  the  world*,  and  the  daugh- 
ters of  Jerufalem  followed  hi-m  with  pious  tears  till  they  came  to  Calvary,  a 
place  difficult  in  the  afcent,emincntand  apt  for  the  publication  of  fhame, 
a  hill  of  death  and  dead  bones,  polluted  and  impure,  and  there  beheld  him 
flript  naked ,  who  clothes  the  field  with  flowers,  and  all  the  world  with 
robes,  and  the  whole  globe  with  the  canopy  of  heaven  j  and  fo  drcfs't,  that 
now  every  circumftance  was  a  triumph  j  by  his  difgrace  he  trampled  upon 
oiir  pride  j  by  hrs  poverty  and  nakcdnefiehc  triumphed  over  o«r  covetouf- 
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Part   III,    fl^^^'  ^"^  ^°^^  ^^  f^^^^s '  ^"^  by  hi^  P^ins  chaftifed  the  delicacies  of  our 
_  flefh,  and  broke  in  pieces  the  fetters  of  concupifcenfe.  For  as  foon  as  A- 


Athtinas.  de      ^*^  was  clothed  he  quitted  Paradife,  and  jESUS  was  made  naked,  that  he 

i>4#^  cTkce      "light  bring  us  in  again.  And  we  alfo  nmft  be  defpoil'd  of  all  our  exteriow 

Dom*  adherencies ,  that  we  may  pafie  through  the  regions  of  duty  and  divine 

love,  to  a  fociety  of  blelfed  fpirits  and  a  clarilied,  immortal ,  and  beatified 

cftate. 

^.  There  they  najled  J  E  S  U  S  with  four  nails  ^,  fixed  his  Crofie  in  the 

^ — xu^  f^ms  ground,  which  with  its  fall  into  the  place  of  its  ftation  gave  infinite  torture 

eis  Jifv  nIpciTn-  ^Y  ^^  violent  a  concufTion  of  the  body  of  our  LORD,which  reftcd  upon  no- 

Xi:/fo? — Nonn.  ^hj"g  but  four  great  wounds*,  where  he  was  defigned  to  fufler  a  long  and 

Albigcnfes  pri    lingering  torment.  For  crucifixion  as  it  was  an  excellent  pain,  fharp  and 

mipmxerunc     pafsionate,  foky^SLiTiot  dfqukkeffe^  towards  taking  away  the  life.  S.An- 

S"o?kvoo' ^^^'^  ^^^  ^°  ^^^^^  ^^y^^  "P°" ^^^  ^'"^^^ '  ^"^  ^°"^^  Martyrs  have  upon 
mul  utramq;pe>^^^  ^^^^^  been  rather  ftarved  and  devoured  with  birds,  then  killed  with 
dem  configentej  the  proper  torment  of  the  tree.  But  jESUS  took  all  his  pafsion  with  a  vo- 
&  virginemMa-  luntary  fufception,  GOD  heighrning  it  to  great  degrees  of  torment  fuper* 
13^- uch"°'^""in  "^^"^^^^y^  2"^  be  laid  down  his  life  voluntarily,  when  his  Fadiers  wrath  was 
deriiIone'™?ed"  ^^^^"y  appeafed  towards  mankinde. 

poftea  prior  fi-  Some  have  phanfied,  that  CHRIST  was  pleafed  to  take  fomethrng  from 
gura  reccncaeft,  every  condition,  of  which  Man  ever  was^or  fhall  be  poflelfed  ;  taking  im- 
&:irrepfic  invul-  munity  from  fin,  from  ^(^tf^j  ftate  of  innocence,  puniihment  and  mifery 
LucaTTuS',2  ^^°?^  ^^^  ^^^^  of  Adam  fallen ,  the  fulnelfe  of  grace  from  the  ftate  of  reno- 
contr.Aibig.  *  vation,  and  perfed  contemplation  of  the  Divinity  ,and  beatihck  joyes  from 
5.  the  ftate  ofcompi^ehenfion,  and  the  blelfednefie  of  Heaven  j  meaning  that 

the  humanity  of  our  blcfied  SAVIOUR  did  in  the  fharpeft  agony  of  his  paf- 
fion  behold  thefaceof  GOD  and  communicate  in  glory.  But  I  confider, 
that  although  the  two  natures  of  CHRIST  were  knit  by  a  myfterious  union 
into  one  perfon,  yet  the  natures  ftill  retain  tlieir  incommunicable  proper- 
ties. CHRIST  as  GOD  is  notfubjed  to  fuffcrings,  as  a  Man  he  is  the  fub- 
jeftof  miferics  j  as  GOD  he  is  eternal,  as  Man  mortal  and  commenfurable 
by  time;  as  GOD,  the  fupreme  Lawgiver*,  as  Man  moft  humble  and  obe- 
dient to  the  Law  ",  and  therefore  that  the  humane  nature  was  united  to  the 
Divine,  it  does  notinferre  that  it  muft  in  all  inflants  partake  of  the  Divine 
felicities,  which  in  GOD  are  efiential,  to  Man  communicated  without  ne- 
cefsity ,  and  by  an  arbitrary  difpenfation.  Adde  to  this,  that  fome  vertues 
and  excellencies  were  in  the  foul  of  CHRIST,  which  could  notconfift  with 
the  ftate  of  glorified  and  beatified  perfons,  fuch  as  are  humility,  poverty  of 
fpirit,  hope,  holy  defires ,  all  which  having  their  feat  in  the  foul,  fuppofe 
even  in  the  fupremeft  faculty  a  ftate  of  pilgrimage  •,  that  is ,  a  condition 
which  is  imperfed',and  in  order  to  fomething  beyond  itsprefent.For  there- 
fore 6'//il/6'row^/;t  to /H^^r  (faith  our  blefled  LORD  himfelf)  and  fo  enter 
fecundumvSl*  ^"^^  hisglory.And  S-P^m/ affirms,  that,  mfee  JESVS  7mde  a  little  lower  then 
iocerpr"'^  ^"  ^"  ^^^^  Angels  for  thefuffering  of  death  crowned  with  glory  and  honour.  And  again, 
Pebr.2.p  CHRlSThumbledhimfelf  And  became  obedient  unto  deaths  even  the  death  of  the 

Philip  2.8  9-  Croffe^  wherefore  GOV  alf9  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  above 
every  name.  Thss  his  prefent  life  was  a  ftate  of  ;7Jem  and  wor^,  and  as  a 
reward  of  it  he  was  crowned  wkhglory  and  immortality ,  his  Name  was  exal- 
ted, his  Kingdom  glorified,  he  was  made  the  LORD  of  all  the  Creatures, 
t*ic  firft-fruits  of  die  Refurrection ,  the  exemplar  of  glory,  and  the  Prince 
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•and  heaH  of  the  Catholike  Church  *,  and  becaufc  this  was  his  recompeHfc    p^j.^^  ^jj^ 
and  the  fruits  of  his  Immiliry  and  obedience  it  is  certain  it  was  not  a  ne-  _, 

■celTary  confcqncnce  and  a  natorall  efflux  of  the  perfonall  union  of  the 
Godhead  with  the  humanity.  This  I  difcourfe  to  this  purpofe,  that  we  may 
not  in  our  cftcem,  leflen  thefuftering  of  our  decreft  LORD  by  thinking 
he  had  the  fupports  of  aftuall  glory  in  the  midft  of  all  his  fulierings.  For 
there  is  no  one  minute  or  ray  of  glory,  but  its  fruition  does  outweigh  and 
make  us  infenHblc  of  the  greatelt  calamities, and  the  fpirit  of  pain ,  which 
can  be  extraftcd  from  all  the  infelicities  of  this  world.  True  it  is ,  tliac  the 
grcateft  beauties  in  this  world  are  receptive  of  an  allay  of  forro^v,  and  no- 
thing can  have  pleafure  in  all  capacities.  The  moft  beauteous  feathers 
of  the  birds  of  Paradife,  the  Ejhicigey  or  the  Peacock.^  if  put  into  our 
throat  are  not  there  To  pleafantas  to  the  eye  j  but  the  beatitick  joys  of  the 
leaft  glory  of  heaven  take  away  all  pain ,  wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes  y 
and  it  is  not  poffible,  that  at  the  fame  inftant,  the  foul  of  jESUS  fhould  be 
ravifhed  with  glory,  and  yet  abated  with  pains,  grievous  and  affli<ftive.  On 
the  other  fide  fome  fay  y  that  the  foul  of  JESUS  upon  the  crollc 
fuffered  the  pains  of  hell ,  and  all  the  torments  of  the  damned ,  and 
that  without  fuch  fuftmngs  it  is  not  imaginable  he  fliould  pay  the  price, 
which  GODS  wrath  fhould  demand  of  us :  But  the  fame  that  reproves  the 
one  does  alfo  reprehend  the  other  •,  for  the  hope  that  was  the  fupportof 
the  foul  of  ]ESUS,as  it  excludes  thedefpaire,  that  is,  the  torments  of 
ace urfcd  fouls ,  foit  confelTes  an  imperfeftion,  that  is  not  confiftentwith 
the  ftate  of  glory.  Our  deereft  LORD  fuftered  the  whole  condition  of  hu- 
fi^^nity,  finontly  excepted,  and  freed  us  from  hell  with  fufferingthofe 
fad  pains,  and  merited  heaven  for  his  own  hunianity ,  as  the  head,  and  aH 
faithfull  people  as  the  members  of  his  myfticall  body.  And  therefore 
his  life  here  was  onely  a  ftate  of  pilgrimage ,  not  at  all  trimmed  with  bea- 
tifick  glories.  Much  lefle  was  he  ever  in  the  ftate  ef  Hell,  or  upon  the 
CroC'e  felt  the  formal  mifery  and  fpirit  of  torment,  which  is  the  portion 
of  damned  fpirits*,  becaufe  it  was  impofhblc  CHRIST  fliould  defpair, 
and  without  defpair  it  is  impofsible  there  fliould  be  a  Hell.  But  this  is 
highly  probable ,  thar  in  the  intenfion  of  degrees  and  prefent  anguifh  the 
foul  of  our  LORD  might  feel  a  greater  load  of  wrath  then  is  inciftiibent  " 
in  every  inftant  upon  perifhing  fouls.  For  all  the  fadnefle,  which  may  be 
imagined  to  be  in  Hell  confifts  in  a^s  produced  from  principles,  that  can- 
not furpalTe  the  force  of  humane  or  Angelical  nature  ',  but  the  pain  which 
our  blelTed  LORD  endured  for  the  expiation  of  our  fins  was  an  ifliie  of  an 
united  and  concentred  anger,  was  received  into  the  heart  of  GOD  and 
Atan^  and  was  conimenfurate  to  the  whole  latitude  of  the  grace,  patience, 
and  charity  of  the  word  incarnate. 

And  now  behold  the  Prieft:  and  the  Sacrifice  of  all  the  world  laid  upon  ^ 

the  altar  of  the  CroHe,  bleeding,  and  tortured,  and  dying  to  reconcile  hii  ^ 

Fatlier  to  us  '■,  and  he  was  arrayed  with  crnan.ents  more  glorious  then  the 
robes  r:,^  Aaron.  The  Crown  of  Thorns  was  his  Mirer,  the  CrolTe  his  paftoral 
fiaft,thc  Nails  piercing  his  hands  were  infread  of  rings,the  ancient  ornament 
of  Pricfts,  and  his  flelb,  rac'd  and  chcckerd  with  blev/  and  blood ,  infiead 
of  the  particoloured  robe.  But  as  this  objeft  calls  for  our  devotion,  our 
love  and  Eucharift:  to  our  deertft  LORD,  fo  it  miift  wtQdshrecondlc 
W6  to  tin ,  which  in  the  eye  of  all  the  World  brought  fo  great  fhame,  anS 

Lll  paia 
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PiirtTlI        P^in.and  amaienKnt  upon  the  Son  cf  GOD,''vhen  he  only  becanie  engaged 

^ 1_    by  a  charitable  fubftijution  of  hiniftlf  in  our  place  '■,  and  therefore  we  ai'e 

affured,  by  the  denioi^fTracion  cf  fenfc  and  experience  ic  will  bring  death 
and  all  imaginable  miftrits  as  the  juA  eypreffes  of  GODS  indignation  &  ha- 
tred ',  for  to  this  we  may  apply  the  words  of  oar  LORD  in  the  prediiTion  of 
miferies  to  Jerufalem,  if  this  be  done  in  the  green  iree^  n'batjhall  be  done  in  the 
dry'i  For  it  is  certain,  CHRIST  infinitely  pleafed  his  Father  even  by  be- 
coming the  perfon  made  guilty  in  efiimate  of  law  j  and  yet  lb  great  charity 
c^ our  LORD,  and  the  fo  great  love  and  pleafure  of  his  Father  exempted 
him  not  from  fuflering  pains  intolerable  i  and  much  leile  fliall  thofe  efcjpe 
who  provoke  and  difpleafe  GOD,  and  defpife  fo  great  falvati  on,  which 
the  holy  JESUS  hath  wrought  widi  the  expence  of  blood,  ai-d  fo  precious 
a  life. 
7.  But  here  we  fee  a  great  reprefcntation  and  teAimony  of  the  Divine  ju- 

ftice ,  who  was  fo  angry  v/irh  Sin,  who  had  fo  feverely  threatned  it,  who 
does  fo  elfentially  hate  it,  that  he  would  not  fpare  his  onely  Sonne ,  when 
he  became  a  conjund  perfon  ,  relative  to  the  guilt  by  undertaking  the 
B^«t.24.i^.    charges  of  our  nature.     For  although  GOD  hath  fet  down  in  holy  Scrip- 
£;^e^.  18.2,3,  tuie  the  order  of  his  juftice,  and  the  manner  cf  its  manifefiation,  that 
4,i^c.  one  foul  fhall  not  pcrifh  for  the  finnes  of  another,  yet  this  is  meant 

for  juftice  and  fer  mercy  too,  thati?,  hewill  notcurfetheSonrefcrthe 
Fathers  fault ,  or  in  any  relation  whatibever  fubftitute  one  perfon  for  ano- 
ther to  make  him  involuntarily  guiky  j  but  when  this  fliall  be  dellred  by 
a  perfon  that  cannot  fmally  perifii,  and  does  a  mercy  to  the  exempt 
perfons ,  and  is  a  voluntary  afl  cf  rhe  fuicipient ,  and  fhall  in  the  event 
alfo  redound  to  an  infinite  good,  it  is  no  deflexion  from  the  Di- 
vine Juftice  to  excufe  many  by  the  affiidion  of  one,  who  alfo  fcr 
that  very  fufrering  fhall  have  infinite  compenfation.  We  fee  that  for  the 
Jinne  of  Ch^m  all  his  poAerity  were  accurfed  j  the  Subjed's  of  Dii'/Vdyed 
with  the  plague,  becaufe  their  Prince  num.bred  the  people  :  Idolatry  is  pu- 
Hifhed  in  the  children  cf  the  fourth  generation.  Smls  fevenfons  were 
hang'dfor  breaking  the  league  ofGibcon  ,  ^ndJhjbs  fin  was  punifted  in  his 
pofterity,  he  efcaping,  and  the  evil  was  brought  upon  his  houfe  in  his  fons 
-dayes.  In  all  thefe  cafes  the  evil  defcended  upon  perfons  in  necr  relati- 
on'to  the  tinner ,  and  was  a  puniilirr.ent  to  him  and  a  niifery  to  thtfe,  and 
were  either  chaAifements  alfo  of  their  own  tinncs,  or  if  they  were  nor,  they 
fcrved  other  ends  cf  providence,  and  lead  the  afflided  innocent  to  a  con- 
dition of  rccon:pence  accidentally  procured  by  that  infli<^ion.  But  if  for 
fuch  reLitions  fake  and  Oeconomical  and  political  con^undion  as  between 
Prince  and  People,  the  evil  may  be  tranfmitted  from  one  to  another, 
much  rather  is  it  juft,  when  bycontra<fla  competent  and  con juiK^  perfon 
undertakes  to  quit  his  relative.  Thus  when  the  hand  Reals ,  the  back  is 
whipt,  and  an  evil  eye  is  punifhed  v/ith  a  hungry  belly.  Treafon  caufes  the 
whole  Family  to  be  miferable  ,  and  a  facrilegiouf  Grandfather  hath  fent  a 
Locuft  to  devom^  the  inaeafc  of  th.e  Nephews. 

But  in  our  cafe  it  is  a  voluntary  contrad",  and  therefore  no  injuA ice ', 

%^  all  parties  arc  voluntary  ',  GOD  is  the  fupreme  LOR  D,  and  hisadior>s 

are  the  meafurc  of  juTtice'^  we  who  had  deferved  the  puniflimcnt  had 

great  reafon  to  defne  a  P edeemer  •,  and  yet  CHRIST  who  was  to  pay  the 

ja]if(;>nie  was  more  dcfirc^s  of  it  then  wee  were,  fcr  wee  atked  it  not 

before 
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l-efore  it  w;js  proniifed  a-nd  underraken.  But  thus  we  fee  thac  fureties     fart  III     ^ 
pay  rhe  obligation  of  the  Principall  Debtor,  and  the  pledges  of  con-  ______ 

traifis  have  been  by  the  beft  and  wifeft  nations  Tain  when  tlie  articles 
have  been  broken.  IheTtJcff^H^insilew  25c  pledges  *,  the  Romans  goo  Livii-.svic?cK  fl 
of  [heVolfdf  and  threw  the  Tarentir.es  dom  the  f^r^eian  rock",  anddoat  qtu3rtrumD  de 
it  may  appear  CHRIST  was  a  perfon  in  all  fenfes  competent  to  do  this  ^"^^'^  ^  '^p^','^* 
for  lis,  himfelfe  tcftities  that  he  had  power  over  his  own  life  to  take  it  ^o. "Tde* fide**- 
up  or  lay  it  down ;  and  therefore  as  there  can  be  nothing  againft  the  iuffori'bus. 
nioft  exa<fl:  juftice  and  reafon  of  laws  and  punifhments  ^  fo  itmagni-  Jfohn  io.i®= 
lies   the  Divine  mercy,  who  removes  the  punifhment  from   us,  who 
of  neccfllty  mufi:  have  funk  under  it,  and  yet  makes  us  to  adore  his 
fL^verity ,   who  would  not  forgive  us  without  punifliing  his  Son  for  us  •, 
to  confign  unto  us  his  perfect  hatred  againft  fin,  to  confcrve  the  &- 
crednefie  of  his  laws,  and  to  imprint  upon  us  great  chara<fters  of  fear 
and  love.  The  famous  Locr'ian  Zaleuais   made  a  law,  that  all  adulter-  ^pttdDioda-^ 
ers  fliould  loofe  both  their  eyes,   his  fon  was  frO:  unhappily  furpri-  rumSJcuL 
fed  in  the  crime,  and  hisFather  to  keep  a  temper  between  the  piety  and  &  ^Ifan, 
fcft  fpirit  of  a  parent  and  the  juftice  and  feverity  of  a  judge  put  out  one  '»*  f^*'  *  "^'^'" 
of  his  own  eyes,  and  one  of  his  Sons.    So  GOD  did  with  us,  he  c^^Tf<f>^«^' 
made  fome  abaten:ent,  that  is,  as  to  the  perfon  with  whom  he  was  an-  "Xs'^f***  ir«ft» 
gry ,   but  intlided  his  anger  upon  our  Redeemer  whom  he    cl^entially  ^^ap-^'r  tv 
loved,  tofecurethe  dignity  of  his  fanc^ions  and  the  facrednef!e  of  obe-  ""^^  wwfC* 
dience?  fo  m.arrying  juftice and  mercy  by  the  intervening  of  a  commii-  .«'*»»• 
ration.  Thus  David  efcaped  by  the  death  of  his  SON,  GOD  chcoflng 
that  penalty  for  the  expiation^  and   Cjmon  offered  himfelf  to  prifon  to 
purchafe  the  liberty  of  his  Father  Miltkdes  *,  it  was  a  filiall  duty  in  Ci- 
mon^  and  yet  the  law  was  fatisfied,  and  both  thefe  concurred  in  our  great 
Redeemer^  For  GOD,  who  was  the  fole  arbitrator,  fo  difpofed  it,  and 
the  cternall  fon  of  GOD  fubmited  to  this  way  of  expiating  our  crimen  ^ 
and  became  an  argument  of  faith  and  belief  of  the  great  article   of  re- 
tJiifjon  of  fins^  and  other  its  appendant   caufes  and   effe<fts  ,   and  ad- 
juncts', it  being  wrought  by  a  vifible  and   notorious  paffion  *,  it  was 
7nade  an  encouragement  of  hope  ^  for  he  that  fparcd  not  his  own  fon  to  recon- 
cile us  vpili  nith  him  give  all  things  elfe  to  us  fo  reconciled  j  and  a  great  en- 
dearment of  our  duty  and  loTe,as  it  was  a  demonftration  of  his.  And  in  all  tlie 
changes  and  traverfes  of  our  life  he  is  made  to  us  a  great  example  of  all  ex- 
cellent aftions  and  all  patient  fufferings. 

In  the  midft  of  two  theeves  three  long  hours  the  holy  JESUS  hung  S*  ■' 

clothed  widi  pain  ,  agony  and  diflionour  ,  all  of  them"  fo  eminent 
and  vaft,  that  he  who  could  not  but  hope,  whofe  foul  was  enchafcd 
with  Drvinity,  and  dwek  in  the  bofome  of  GOD,  and  in  the  cabinet 
cfthe  m\  ft  erious  Trinity,  yet  had  a  cloud  of  mifery  fo  thick  and  black 
dmwn  before  him,  that  he  complained  as  if  GOD  had  fc-rfaken  him  j  but 
this  was  rhe  pillar  of  cloud,  which  conducted  Ifrael  into  Canaan  rand  as 
GOD  behind  the  cloud  fupportcd  the  holy  jESUS  and  ftood  ready  to 
receive  him  into  the  uiiion  of  his  glories,  fo  his  foul  in  that  great  defer  ti  on 
had  rnternall  comforts  proceeding  fron-i  confideration  of  all  thofe  ^ycd- 
lent  perfons  which  ftiould  be  adopted  into  the  fellowfliip  of  hisfuficr- 
ings,which  ftiould  imitate  his  graces,wliich  ftiould  communicate  his  glories*, 
and  we/oUow  tiiis  cloud  to  our  country  having  CHJRIST  for  our  guideiand 

L  i 1  2  though 
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Part  III.   though  he  trod  the  way,  lcanir.3  upon  the  Crofie,  which  like  the  ftaffe  of 

, L  Egypt  pierced  hi*  hands ,  yet  it  is  to  us  a  comfort  and  fuppart,  pkafanc 

toourfpirirsas  the  fA'eeten:  Canes,  ftrongas  the  pillars  ot  the  earth,  and 
made  ape  for  our  ufc  by  having  been  born  ai-id  made  fmooth  by  the  hands  of 
our  elder  brother. 
10.  In  the  midft  of  all  his  torments  jESUS  onely  made  one  prayer  of  for- 

row  to  reprefcnc  his  fad  condition  nobis  Father  j  but  no  accent  of  mur- 
mure ,  no  fyllable  of  anger  againft  his  enemies  :  Inftead  of  that  he  fenc 
up  a  holy,  charitable,  and  tffe<!tive  prayer  for  their  forgivencffe ,  and 
by  that  prayer  obtained  of  GOD  that  within  55.  dayes  8coo.  of  his 
enemies  were  converted',  (^r>  potent  is  the  prayer  of  charity,  that  it 
prevailes  above  the  malice  of  Men ,  turning  the  arts  of  Satan  into  the  de- 
fignes  cf  GOD,  and  Avhen  malice  occafions  the  prayer ,  the  prayer  be- 
comes an  antidote  to  malice :  and  by  this  inftance  our  blclTed  LORD  con- 
fignedthatduty  tous,  which  in  his  Sermons  he  had  preached ,  that  we 
ihould  forgive  our  enemies  and  pray  forrhem  *,  and  by  (0  doing,  our  felves 
are  freed  from  the  ftings  of  anger,  and  the  ftormes  ofara'engefulfpirir, 
and  oftentimes  procures  fervants  to  GOD,  friends  to  our  felvcs,  and  heirs 
to  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

Of  the  two  "*■  Theeves,  that  were  crucified  together  wldi  our  LORD, 
the  one  blafphemed ,  the  other  had  at  that  time  the  greateft  piety  in  the 
World,  except  that  of  the  bleiTed  Virgin,  and  particohrly  had  fuch  a  faith, 
^  that  all  the  ages  of  the  Church  could  never  fhew  the  like.  For  when  he 
regoRoMnai  faw  CHRIST  in  the  fame  condemnation  with  himfelf,  crucified  by 
fu?t"^omS,oiiJJ-  the  Romanes,  accufed  and  fcorncd  by  the  Jewes,  forfaken  by  his  own 
!u»-.  ^^^^^  J  Apoftles,  a  dying  diftreFed  Man,  doing  at  that  time  no  miracles  to  at- 
viIeJuM''Si'fta^  teft  his  Diviuity  or  innocence*,  yet  then  he  corifelTes  him  to  be  a  LORD 
Sm""«edidiJ'im  ^"^  ^  ^J^i-)  ^"^  ^?^  SAVIOVRi  He  confeifed  his  own  fliame  and  ui:- 
quemvidtbitrccum  worthlnefle ,  he  fubmitred  to  the  death  of  the  Crolfe  ,  and  by  his  volun- 
lontary  acceptation  and  tacite  volition  of  it,  made  it  equivalent  to  as 
great  apunifhment  of  his  own  fufception  :  He  fliewed  an  incomparable 
modefty,  begging  but  for  a  remembrance  onely,  he  knew  himfelf  fofin- 
ful,  hee  durft  afk  no  more  ',  hee  reproved  the  other  Thief  for  biafphe- 
my,  he  confefled  the  World  to  come,  and  owned  CHRIST  publickly, 
he  prayed  to  him,  he  hoped  in  him,  and  pitied  him,  (hewing  an  excellent 
patience  in  this  fad  condition.  And  in  this  I  confidcr,  that  befides  the 
excellency  of  fonie  of  thefe  ads ,  and  the  goodneffe  of  all  the  like  occa- 
fionforfo  exemplar  faith  never  can  occurre  '-,  and  until  all  thefe  things 
fliall  in  thefe  eircumftances  meet  in  any  one  Man ,  hee  rauft  not  hope 
for  fo  fafe  an  exit  after  an  evil  life  upon  the  confidence  of  this  example. 
But  now  CHRI  ST  had  the  key  of  Paradife  in  his  hand,  and  GOD 
bleffed  the  good  Thief  with  this  opportunity  of  letting  him  in,  who 
at  another  time  might  have  waited  longer ,  and  been  tyed  to  harder 
conditions.  And  indeed  it  is  very  probabie,  that  hee  was  much  ad- 
vantaged by  the  intervening  accident  of  dying  at  the  fame  time  with 
CHRIST;  there  being  a  natural  compaiTion  produced  in  us  towards 
the  partners  of  our  miferies.  For  CHRIST  was  not  void  of  hu- 
mane paffions,  though  he  had  in  them  no  imperfeftion  or  irregularity, 
and  therefore  might  bee  invited  by  the  fociecy  of  mifery,  the  rather 
mt  admit  him  to  participate,  his  )oycs>    aad  Saint  F<m/ proYcs  him 

to 
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CRUCIFIXION  OF  ]E$US.  Ad.Sc^A$.  l6$ 


to  be  a  mercy ful  High  Prieft^  bccaufe  he  was  touched  with  4  feeling  of  our  in-    -p^^^^  jjj^ 
firmities ;  the  rirft  cxprcfTion  of  which  was  to  this  Blefled  Thief ;  CHRIST  , 

and  he  togctlier,  fare  at  the  Supper  of  bitter  herbs,  and  CHRIST  payed 
his  fymbole,  promifing  that  he  fliould  that  day  be  together  with  him 
in  Paradife. 

By  the  CrolTe  of  CHRIST  ftood  the  holy  Virgin  Mother,  upon  whom  I2. 
old  Simeons  prophefie  was  now  verified.  For  now  Ihe  felt  a  fword  pacing 
thorow  her  very  foul  y  fhe  ftood  without  clamour  and  womanifh  noifcs, 
fad,filent,  and  with  a  modeft  grief,  deep  as  the  waters  of  the  abylfe,  but  S.Amhr.li^, 
fmoothasthefaceofaPool,  full  of  love,  and  patience,  and  forrow,  and  in  Iwc 
hope.  Now  fhe  was  put  to  it  to  make  ufe  of  all  thofe  excellent  difcourfes, 
her  holy  Son  had  ufed  to  build  up  her  fpirit  and  fortifie  it  againft  this  day. 
Now  fhe  felt  the  blefsings  and  ftrengths  of  Faith  ,  and  fhe  paCed  from  the 
griefs  of  the  Palsion  to  thejexpe<ftation  of  the  Refurreftion,  and  flie  refted 
in  this  death  as  in  a  fad  remedy  *,  forflie  knew,  it  reconciled  GOt)  with 
all  the  World.  But  her  hope  drew  a  veil  before  her  forrow,  and  thouglj 
her  greif  was  great  enough  to  fwallow  her  up,  yet  her  love  was  greater  and 
didfwallowup  her  grief.  But  the  fun  alfo  had  a  vail  upon  his  face,  and 
taught  us  to  draw  a  curtain  before  the  paflion,  which  would  be  the  nioft  ar- 
tificiall  exprefsion  of  its  greatnefle ,  whileft  by  filence  and  wonder  we  con- 
fefle  it  great ,  beyond  our  exprefsion ,  or  which  is  all  one,  great  as  the 
bnrdcn  and  bafenefle  of  our  (ins  j  and  with  this  veil  drawn  before  the  face 
of  Jesus  let  us  fuppofe  him  at  the  gates  of  Paradife ,  calling  with  his  laft 
words  in  a  loud  voice  to  have  them  opened  j  thAt  the  King  of  glory  might 
come  in. 


A^^  ■^''i^^'^J^Jt.V^  ^^^^^^^^  ■^^^'^Jf'^'^t  .^.i 

The  Prayer. 


OMoly  JESVS^  voho  for  our  fakes  didft  fuffer  incomparable  atiguifi  and 
paines  commenfurate  to  thy  love  and  our  miferies ,  which  were  infimtctt 
that  thou  mighteji  furchafe  for  us  blefsings  upon  Earthy  and  an  inheritance  ih 
Heaven  y  difpofe  us  by  love  ^  than^fulneffe^  humility^  and  obedience  to  receive 
all  the  benefit  of  thy  pajfion ,  granting  unto  us  and  thy  whole  Church  re- 
mijfion  of  all  our  finnes ,  integrity  of  minde,  health  of  body^  competent  main- 
tenance^ peace  in  our  dayes^  a  temperate  air^  fiuitfulnejfe  of  the  earth ,  unity 
and  integrity  of  faith,  extirpation  of  Hereftes^  reconcilement  of  Schifmes,  de- 
flrullion  of  all  wicked  counfels  intended  againjl  us,  and  binde  the  hands  of 
rapine  and  facriledge,  that  they  may  not  deflroy  the  vintage  and  root  up  the 
Vine  it  felf.  Multiply  thy  blejfings  upon  us  fweetefl  JESVS^  increafe  in  us 
true  religion,  fincere  and  a^ual  devotion  in  our  prayers^  patience  in  trou- 
bles ,  and  whatfoever  is  neceffiry  to  our  foules  health ,  or  conducing  tn  thy 
glory.  Amen. 

LII     g  '  -» 
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Pare  III.  ^ 

ODeerefi  SAVIOVK ,  /  adore  thy  mercief  and  thy  incomparable  hve 
exprelfed  in  thy  fo  voluntary  fufcepti.n  and  afe^ionate  Ju^rmg  fuch  hor- 
rid  and  fad  tortures ,  which  canwyt  be  remembred  without  a  "fad  cotnpajjjon  j 
the  waters  of  bitterneffe  entred  into  thy  fonl^  and  the  (forms  of  death  and 
thy  Fathers  &nger  hrok§  thee  all  in  pieces  '■,  and  what  fhall  1  do^  who  by  my 
finnes  have  fo  tormented  my  deer  eft  tOKD.^  what  contrition  can- bee  great 
enough ,  what  tears  fufidently  expreffivCy  what  hatred  and  deteftation  of  my 
crimes  can  be  equal  and  comtnenfurate  to  thofe  fad  accidents  ^  which  they  have 
produced.^  Pity  me  0  LORD  ,  pity  mee  deereft  GOD,  turn  thofe  thy  mer- 
ciful eyes  towards  me,  0  imft  merciful  Redeemer,  for  my  finnes  are  greaty 
Uk§  unto  thy  paffion ,  full  of  for  row  and  fhame  ,  and  a.  burden  too  great  for 
me  to  bear,  LO RD,  who  haft  done  fo  rmch  for  me,  now  enely  ffeak^the 
word  and  thy  fervant  fball  be  whole  y  let  thy  wounds  heal  me ,  thy  vertues 
gmend  me ,  thy  death  quicken  me ,  that  J  in  this  life  fufering  the  croffe  a  fa 
fad  and  falutary  repentance ,  in  the  union  and  merits  of  thy  Croffe  and  Paf- 
fion, may  dye  with  thee  and  reft  with  thee,  and  rife  again  with  thee,  and 
live  with  thee  for  ever  in  the  poffeffion  of  thy  glories  0  Deeref  SAVICVK 
JESVS.  Amen. 


Sea.  i6. 

Of  the  KefurreSiion  and  Afcenfton  of 
JESVS. 

^Hile  it  was  yet  early  in  the  morning,  upon  thefirft  clay  of 
of  the  week  Mary  Magdalen ,  and  Mctry  the  Mother  of 
James  and  Salome  brought  fwect  fpices  to  the  fepulchre, 
,#«  cvCTvxi/#'/fw    ^^^  ^^^y  might  again  embalme  the  Holy  Body  j  for  the 
^tf/i.§o.  f^^^SX^M^   '"^^^^  ^^  embalming  among  the  Hebrews  uTed  to  laft 

7mU  mMl.  L  yf^^^^SSIO   fourty  daycs,  and  their  love  was  not  fatisfied  with  what 
^h  r^&^m  ^^   Jofeph  had  done  j  they  therefore  haftned  to  the  grare, 

and  after  they  had  expended  their  money,  and  bought  the  fpices,  then  be- 
gin to  confider,  who  fhall  remove  the  ftone  j  but  yet  theyftillgo  on, 
and  their  love  anfwers  the  objeftion ,  not  knowing  how  it  fliould  be 
done ,  but  yet  refolving  to  go  through  all  the  difficulties ',  but  never 
remember  or  take  care  to  palTe  the  guards  of  Souldiers.  But  when  they 
came  to  she  Sepulchre  they  found  the  guard  affrighted  and  removed, 
and  the  ftone  rolled  away,  for  there  had  a  little  before  their  arrival 

been 
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been  a  great  Earthquake,  and  an  Angel  defcending  from  Heiren,  rolled     p     "jTr" 
awjy  the  ft  one  and  fare  upon  it?  andforfear  of  him  the  guards  about  the 


tomb  became  aftonifhed  with  fe^r  and  were  like  dead  men,  and  fome  of  AHroralucis 
them  ran  to  the  high  Prieft  and  told  them  what  hapned  :  But  they  now  re-  r«»lat 
folving  to  make  their  iniquity  fafe  and  unqueflionable  by  a  new  crime,  hire  ^oclum  laudi- 
the  Souldiers  to  tell  an  incredible  and  a  weak  fable,  that  his  Difciples  MundlJsexuI- 
came  by  night  and  ftole  him  away ;  Againft  which  accident  the  wit  of  Man  tans  jubilat, 
could  give  no  more  fecurity ,  then  themfelves  had  made.  The  Women  en-  Ownens  intcr- 
tred  into  the  Sepulchre  ,  and  mifling  the  bodyofjESUS,  Mary  Magdalen  ""'"j"''% 
ran  to  the  eleven  Apoftles ,  complaining  tliat  the  body  of  our  LORD  was  fo"dfcimus 
not  to  be  found :  Then  Peter  and  John  ran  as  faft  as  they  could  to  fee  j  for  Mortis  confra- 
the  unexpededncffe  of  the  relation,  the  wonder  of  the  ftory,  and  the  fad-  «^sviribiis 
neile  of  the  perfon  moved  fon.e  atte^^ions  in  them ,  which  were  kindled  y^^^  conculcans 
by  the  firft  principles  and  fparks  of  faith,  bur  were  not  made  afti^al  and  de-  solvk'a^ana 
finite,  becaufe  the  faith  was  not  raifed  to  a  flame*,  they  looked  into  the  fe- miferos. 
pulchre,  and  finding  not  the  body  there,  they  returned.  By  this  time  Ma-  Hie  qui  claufu* 
ry  Magdalen  was  come  back,  and  the  Women  who ftayed  weeping  for  their  ^^P]f^,-     r  w 
LORDS  body  faw  two  Angels  fitting  in  white  ,  the  one  at  the  head ,  the  ^iihe 
ether  at  the  feet,  at  which  unexpeftcd  fight  they  trembled,  and  bowed  Triumphans 
thenifelvcs  y  but  an  Angel  bid  them  not  to  fear,  telling  them,that  JESUS  pompa  nobili 
of  Nazareth,  who  was  crucified,  was  alfo  rifen,  and  was  not  there,  and  Jf  J^^orfurgitde 
called  to  minde,  what  jESUS  had  told  them  in  Galilee  concerning  his  cru-  vT*'^'  ry.r.u^i 
cifixion  andrefurreftion  the  third  day.  ^>^"'  ^^J^"^'^ 

And  Mary  Magdalen  turned  her  fel f  back  and  faw  JESUS,  but  fiippeftng  2, 

hm  to  be  the  Gardiner  ^  to  him  fhe  faid,  Sir^  if  thou  have  born  him  hence  tellrrw 
vfhere  thou  hafl  laid  hrm,  and  I  will  take  him  away.  But  jESVSfaid  unto  her^ 
Maryy  then  fhe  knew  his  voice,  and  with  extafic  of  joy  and  wonder  was  rea- 
dy to  have  cruflied  his  feet  with  her  embraces*,  but  he  commanded  her 
not  to  touch  him,  but  go  to  his  Brethren,  and  fay ,  /  afcendunto  my  Father^ 
and  to  your  Father^  ts  my  GOD  and  your  GOV.  Mary  departed  with  fatisfadi- 
cn  beyond  the  joyesofa  vidory  or  a  full  vintage ,  and  told  thefe  things  td 
the  Apoftles ',  but  the  narration  feeniM  ro  them  as  talk  of  abufed  and  phan- 
taftick  perfons.  About  the  fame  time  jESUS  alfo  appeared  unto  Simon  Fe- 
ter.  Towards  the  declining  of  the  day ,  two  of  his  Difciples  going  to  Em- 
maus  fad  and  difcourfingofthe  late  occurrences,  JESUS  puts  himfelf  into 
their  company,  and  upbraids  their  incredulity,  and  expounds  the  Scrip- 
tures, that  CHRIST  ought  to  fufer  and  rife  again  the  third  day.,  and  in  the 
breaking  of  bread  difappeared,  and  fo  was  known  to  them  by  vaniftiing  a- 
way,  whom  prefent  they  knew  not :  And  inftantly  they  haftcn  to  jiiiufa- 
lem,and  told  the  Apoftles  what  had  hapned. 

And  while  they  were  there,  that  is,  the  fame  day  at  evening,  when  the  j-,  .: 
Apoftles  were  alfeiiibled  all,  fave  Thomas^  feeretly  for  fear  of  the  jews,  the 
doors  being  fhut,  jESUS  came  and  ftood  in  the  midft  of  them.  They  were 
exceedingly  troubled ,  fuppofing  it  had  been  a  Spirit ,  but  jESUS  confu- 
ted them  by  the  Philofophy  of  their  fcnfes ,  by  feeling  his  flefli  and  bones, 
which  Spirits  have  not.  For  he  gave  them  his  benedi<^ion\  fhewing  thcni  ' 
his  hands  and  his  ktz.  At  which  fight  they  rejoyced  with  exceeding  jf^y, 
and  h^gan  ro  be  reftorcd  to  their  indefinite  hopes  of  fome  future  felicity  by 
the  returns  of  their  LORD  to  life,  and  there  he  firft  breathed  on  them,  gi- 
ving them  tlie  holy  Ghoft,  and  performing  the  promife  twice  made  before 
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Part  III     ^^^  ^^^^^ »  ^^^  Fomife  of  the  keyes  ,    or  of  binding  and  loofing, 

L  fiiying    [v^Hi  foiver   fins  ye  remit  ^  they  are  remitted  to    them  y   and 

wbofe  foever  fins  ye  retain  they  are  retained ,  J  and  that  was  the  fecond 
part  of  Clericall  power,  with  which  jESUS  inftrufted  his  Difci- 
ples  in  order  to  their  great  comtnifiion  of  preaching,  and  governnicnc 
Eccleliafticall.  Thefe  things  were  told  to  Thomas^  but  he  believed 
not  and  refolved  againft  the  beleef  of  it  unlelTe  he  might  put  his  fin- 
ger into  his  hands  and  his  hand  into  his  fide.  J  E  S  U  S  therefore  on 
3ie  oftaves  of  his  Refurredion  appeared  again  to  the  Apoftles  nietto- 
gether,and  makes  demonftration  to  Tfjomas  in  conviftion  and  reproof  of 
nis  unbelief,  promifing  a  fpeciall  benediftion  to  all  fucceeding  ages 
of  the  Church  j  for  they  are  fuch  who  faw  not ,  and  yet  have  be- 
lecved. 
4,  But  JESUS  at  his  early  appearing  had  fent  an  order  by  the  wo- 

men, that  the  Difciples  ftiould  go  into  Galilee ,  and  they  did  fo  after 
a  few  dayes.  And  Simyn  Peter  being  there  went  a  fifhing ,  and  fix  o- 
ther  of  the  Apoltles  with  him  to  the  fea  of  Tiberias^  where  they  la- 
boured all  night  and  caught  nothing.  Towards  the  morning  jESUS 
appeared  to  them ,  and  bade  them  caft  the  net  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  fhip,  which  they  did  and  inclofed  an  hundred  fifty  three  great 
fifties  •,  by  which  prodigious  draught  J^hn  the  beloved  Difciple  per- 
ceived,  it  was  the  LORD,  at  which  inftancc  Peter  threw  himfelf 
into  the  Sea,  and  went  to  JESUS',  and  when  the  reft  were  con:e 
tofhore,  they  din'd  with  broiled  fifli.  After  dinner  JESIIS  taking 
care  for  thofe  fcattered  fheep,  which  were  difperfed  over  the  face  of 
^e  earth,  that  he  might  gather  them  into  one  fheepfold  under  one 
fliepheard?  asked  Veter,  Simon  fin  of  Jonas  lovefi  thou  me  more  than 
thefe  ?  Veter  anfrvered^  yea  LORD  thou  thatknov^efl  all  things  kporveft  that 
I  love  thee.  Then  JRSVS  faid  unto  him  feed  my  lambs.  And  JE- 
SUS asked  him  the  fame  qucftion,  and  gave  hina  the  fame  precept 
the  fecend  time,  and  the  third  time,  for  it  was  a  confiderable  and  a 
weighty  imployment,  upon  which  jESUS  was  willing  to  fpend  all  his 
endeerments  and  ftock  ofafteftions  x\\2tVeter  owed  him,  even  upon 
the  care  of  his  little  flock  j  and  after  the  intrufting  of  this  charge  to 
hjm  he  told  him,  that  the  reward  he  fnould  have  in  this  world  fliould 
be, a  fliarp  and  an  honourable  Martyrdome,  and  withall  checkesatPe- 
tfTS  curi^qfity.  in  buifying  himfelf  about  the  temporall  accidents  of  other 
men,  and  enquiring  what  fliould  become  of /»/?»  the  beloved  Difciple  ? 
JE^S  anfwered  his  Queftion  with  fome  fharpneife  of  reprehcnfion,  and 
no  fatisfadion  j  // 1  vpilly  that  he  tarry  till  I  come  1  vphat  is  that  to  thee  ? 
Then  they  phanfied,  that  he  fhould  not  die  *,  But  they  were  mifta- 
ken,  for  the  intimation  was  expounded  and  verified  by  S.  Johns  furvi- 
ving  the  deftruftion  of  Jerufalem  j  for  after  the  attempts  of  perfecutors  and 
the  miraculous  efcape  of  prepared  torments  he  died  a  natural]  death  in  a 
good  old  age, 
^  After  this,  JESUS  having  appointed  a  folemne  meeting  9  for  all  the 

Brethren ,  that  could  be  colle&ed  from  the  difperfion ,  and  named  a 
certain  mountain  in  Galilee,  appeared  to  five  hundred  brethren  at  once^ 
and  this  was  his  moft  pubjick.aad  folemne  manifeteionj  and  while 
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fornc  doubted ,  JESUS  came  according  to  the  dcfignation ,  and  fpake    p^^^   m^ 

to  the  eleven,  fent  them  to  preach  to  all  the  World,  repentance  and '. 

retwffion  of  finnes  in  his  Name^  promifing  to  be  mth  them  to  the  end  of  the 
World.  He  appeared  alfo  unto  J(anes  ^  but  at  what  time  is  uncertain. 
Laft  of  all,  when  the  Apoftles  were  at  dinner,  he  appeared  to  them, 
upbraiding  their  incredulity,  and  then  he  opened  their  undcrftanding, 
that  they  might  difcern  the  fenfe  of  Scripture,  and  again  commanded 
them  to  preach  the  Gofpel  to  all  the  World ,  giving  them  power  to 
d*  miracles^  to  cafi  out  Devib^  to  cure  difeafes;  and  infti cured  the  Sacra- 
ment of  Baptifme,  which  he  commanded  fliould  together  with  the  Ser- 
mons of  the  Gofpel  be  adminiftrcd  to  all  Nat'iom  in  the  Natne  of  the  Fa- 
ther^ and  of  the  Son,  and  ej^he  holy  Ghofi.  Then  he  led  them  into  Ju- 
dea,  and  they  came  to  Bethany ,  and  from  thence  to  the  mount  Olivet, 
and  commanded  them  to  ft  ay  in  Jerufalem,  till  the  holy  Ghoft,  the  promife  of 
the  Father^fheuld  defcend  upon  them,  which  fhould  be  accomplifhed  in  few 
dayesj  and  then  they  fliouId  know  the  times,  and  the  feafons,  and  aH 
things  ncceflary  for  their  miniftration  and  fervice,  and  propagation  of  the 
Gofpel.  And  while  he  difcourfed  many  things  concerning  the  Kingdom, 
behold  a  Cloud  came  and  parted  jESUS  from  them,  and  carried  him  in 
their  fight,  up  into  Heavxrn  y  where  he  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  GOD  blefled 
for  evtr.    Amen. 

While  his  Apoftlesftood  gazing  up  to  Heaven  two  Angels  appeared  ^*  ^ 

to  them,and  told  them,  that  JESUS  fhould  come  in  like  manner  as  he  was 
taken  away,  17^.  with  glory  and  majcfty,  and  in  the  clouds,  and  with  the 
jjiiiiiftery  of  Angels.   Amen.  Come  LORD  jESVSyCome  quickly. 
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Confiderationsofthe  accidents  happening  in 
the  inte  mall  after  the  death  of  the 

holyJESVS: 

And  of  his  Refnrre^ion. 


^Sjrmbolum  A- 
qHileienfejS:  ex 
eo  Romanum 
bodiernum. 
— Ubiduas 
magnas  revehti- 
oncsllbiobtigiiTe 
dixic(Paalas)bir 
que  infublirc  fe 
raptUT.j  femel  ad 
CdB'um  tcrtiurr,{e- 
mel  ad  paradifum 
Methodius  cone. 
Origen»apuJ 
Epiphan  ^ 
Idem  ait  Mofes 
Earcephas  l.de. 
Paradi  op  4,0.7 
DiaI,adv,Tryph. 
al.5.c.3 
b  l.de  anima.S: 
de  pr;ieri.rip:idcm 
fcntiunt:  fcriptor 
refp.  ad  Onhod. 
q.7^.S.Greg. 
Nat.  orat.  10. 
SXhryfchomil. 
li.in  MattS, 
Afrb  iaMichea. 
Cyrilli  Liturg, 
Epipha  epi.apud 
S.FicroH.  rbeo- 
dorecus.Thcoj 
phyla^lus  S^TCtc 
pa.sim. 


HE  holy  Jesus  promifed  to  the  Elcfied  Thief,  that  he 
iliould  that  day  be  with  him  in  paradife,  which  there- 
fore was  certainly  d  fkce  orfiate  of  blelfedne/fe  '■,  becaufe  ic 
was  a  promife  *,  and  in  the  fociety  of  JESllS ,  whofe  pe- 
nall  and  afdiftive  part  of  his  work  of  redemption  was 

finiihed  upon  the  Crofie.  Our  bleCTed  LORD  did  not  pro- 

mife  he  fnould  that  day  be  with  him  in  his  kingdom ,  for 
that  day  ic  was  not  opened,  and  the  everlaftlng  doors  of  thofe  interiour 
recefles  were  to  be  fhut  till  after  the  refurreftion,  that  himfelf  was  to  afcend 
thither,  and  make  way  for  all  his  fervants  to  entre,  in  the  fame  method,  in 
which  he  went  before  us.  Our  blefied  LORD  defcended  into  hell,  faith  the 
Creed  ^  of  the  Apoflles,  from  the  fermon  of  S.  Veter^as  lie  from  the  words 
of  DdT;7V,thatisinto  the  ftate  of  reparation  and  common  receptacle  of 
fpirits,  according  to  the  ft ile  of  Scripture.  But  the  name  cf  [~/:e//Jis  no 
where  in  Scripture  an  appellative  of  the  kingdom  of  CHRIST  ,  of  the 
place  of  finall  and  fupreme  glory.  But  concerning  the  verification  of  our 
LORDS  promifc  to  the  beatified  thief,  and  his  own  ftate  of  reparation  we 
muft  take  what  light  we  can  from  Scripture,  and  what  we  can  from  the 
do(^rine  of  the  Primitive  Church.  S.  Paul  had  two  great  revelations.  He 
was  rapt  up  into  Paradife ,  and  he  i^'as  rapt  up  into  the  third  heaven  j  and 
thefe  he  calls  vifions  and  revelations ,  not  one ,  but  divers :  for  Paradife  is 
diflinguifhed  from  the  heaven  of  the  Blejfed ,  being  it  felfa  receptacle  of 
holy  fouls,  made  illuftrious  withvifitation  of  Angels, and  happy  by  be- 
ing a  repofitory  for  fuch  fpirits,  who  at  the  day  of  judgement  Hiall  go 
forth  into  eternall  glory.  In  the  interim  CHRIST  hath  trod  all  the  paths 
before  us  and  thisalfo  we  muft  pafie  thorough  to  arrive  at  the  courts  of 
heaven.  Juflin  Martyr  faid  it  wasthedo<ftrine  of  hereticall  perfons  to  fay 
that  the  fouls  of  the  Blefied,  inftantly  upon  the  feparation  from  their  bo- 
dies enter  into  the  highcft  heaven.  And  a  Iren£us  makes  heaven  and  the 
intermediate  receptacle  of  fouls  to  be  diftinfl- places :  both  blefied  ,  but 
hugely  diftaing  in  degrees :  b  tertuilian  is  dognaticall  in  the  airertion,that 
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till  the  voice  of  the  great  Archangel  be  heard,  and  as  long  as  CHRIST    ^^  m. 

iirs  at   the  right  hand  of  his  Father  ,   making   interceffion  for    the . 

Church,  fo  long,  BleHed  fouls  niuft  expeft   tlie  alTembling  of  their 
brctliren,  the  great  congregation  of  the  Church ,  that  they  may  all  pafic 
from  their  outer  courts  intothc  inward  tabernacle ,  the  Holy  of  holic!,  to 
the  throne  of  GOD.  And  as  it  is  certain,  that  no  foul  could  enter  into 
glory,  before  our  LORD  cntred ,  by  whom  we  hope  to  have  accclfe  ;  fo 
it  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  proportion  of  the  myfteries  of  our  Redemption, 
that  we  believe  the  entrance  into  glory  to  have  been  made  by  our  LORD 
at  his  glorious  afcenfion ,  and  that  his  foul  went  not  thither  before  then,  to 
come  back  again ,  to  be  contraded  into  the  fpan  of  humanity  and  dwell 
fourty  daycs  in  his  body  upon  earth.   But  that  he  fixnild  return  from  Pa-  Rneli/^A^. 
radife,thac  is,  from  tlie  common  receptacles  of  departed  Spirits,  who  dyed  jVf''f  "  ^^^^(5^1 
in  the  love  of  GOD,  to  eartli  again,  had  in  it  no  leflening  of  his  condition,  ^  i/^^jj  bonos 
fincc  himfelf  in  mercy  called  back  Luxjlths  from  thence  ,  and  fome  others  ftrrimdjcia 
alfo  returned  to  live  a  life  of  gf ace,  which  in  all  fenfes  is  iel!c  then  the  leaft  rrx)rtc  ad  Paradrs 
of  glories.Sufhcient  it  is  to  us  thatal  holy  fouls  departing,go  into  the  hands  [jJJ^;"|*af''^*3. 
that  is,  into  the  cuftody  of  our  Lord,that  they  rejifrm  their  labours^  that  then  ^  Angelcminft,^ 
works  jh  all  fellow  t/7em,and  overtake  them  too,  it  the  day  of  judgement,  that  ^  rifus  chniii' 
they  are  hjppy  prefently ,  that  they  arevifited  by  Angels,  "^  that  GOD  s/vatoiis. 
fendsashepleafes,  exifellennrradiations  and  types  of  glory  to  entertain  2.77^.4.8. 
them  in  their  manfions :  that  their  condition  is  fccured  :  but  the  crown  o/^V^u/;.  13.41. 
rightewfnejfe  is  laid  up  againft  the  great  day  of  judgement,  and  then  to  be  25.24. 
prodiKed  and  giren  to  S.  FdH/,and  to  all  that  love  \he  coming  of  our  LORD;  2. Cor.  ^.10. 
thatis,  to  all  who  either  here  in  duty,  or  in  their  receptacles  with  joy  and  <ii«,t««ire/ 
certain  ho\^  long  for  the  revelation  of  that  day.  At  the  day  of  judgement  «««r;^  to.  1M 
Chrift  will  fend  the  Angels^  and  they  jhall  gather  together  the  ele^  from  the  ^  t^^i^^ac  Sic 
four  winds;  and  all  therefufe  of  men,  evil  perfons,  theylhall  throw  into  qiiid^it  Codd. 
everlafting  burning.  Then  our  blefled  LORD  fhall  call  to  the  eled  to  enter  f^  diJnm:)'^!'.: 
into  the  kingdom,and  reject  the  curfed  into  the  portion  of  Devilsifor  whom  Sic  cowmunTter^ 
the  fire  is  but  now  prepared  in  the  intervall.  For  we  mift  all  appeare  before  (fy  renins, 
the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift  (faith  S.Paul)  that  every  man  may  receive  in  his  2  Fff.2.4. 
body  according  as  he  hath  done  ^  whether  it  be  good  or  evil.  Out  of  the  body  Jnde.6. 
the  reception  of  the  reward  is  not.  And  therefore  S.  Peter  affimes,  that  Matth.B.2p» 
God  hath  delivered  the  evil  Angels  into  chaines  of  darknejfe  to  be  referved  unto  2.  Fet. 2.4. 
judgement.  And  S.Jude  faith,  that  the  Angels  which  kept  not  their  fhft  faith^  La^an.l.'j.c. 21 
but  left  their  frft  habitation  he  hath  referved  in  everlafting  chains  mder  dark,-  Nee  tavcn  quiu 
r^ffeunto  the  judgement  of  the  great  day.  And  therefore  the  Devils  expoftu- ,^^2^^' ^JJJ'JJ^q^j.'Jp'j^ 
lated  with  our  blefledSiviour :  Art  thoucemetotorment  us  before  the  time  ^  protinusjudicari 
And  the  fame  alfo  he  does  to  evil  men ,  referving  the  unjuft  unto  the  day  of  "n  am  omnes  in 
judgement  to  be  punijhed.  For  fince  the  anions,  which  are  to  be  judged  are  "■'*  comnumiq; 
aftions  of  the  whole  man,  fo  alfo  muft  be  the  judicature :  And  our  blelTed  ^^"f  °|J!^'f  ^^^^^ 
Saviour  intimated  this  to  his  Apoftles:  In  my  Fathers  houfe  are  many  manft-^^^J^'^l]-^^^^^^^^^^'^ 
ons:  but  I  go  tt  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  away  1  will  come  againy  viaxinius  jude< 
and  take  you  unto  me.,  that  where  lam,  there  ye  may  be  alfo.  AtCHRlSTS  fe-  mericommUciat 
cond  coming  this  is  to  be  performed.  Many  outer  courts,  many  different  ^^.y'*"  . 
p/rfce/,  ordifterent/f^te/^andycT  there  is  a  place,  whither  holy  fouls  fhalW^^"''^^* 
arrive  at  laft  which  was  not  then  ready  for  us,and  was  not  to  be  entred  into,  5^^;  ,bor*  u. 
umill  the  entrance  of  our  LORD  had  made  the  preparation^^^xiA  that  is,  cer-  a  narueris  ^ 
tainly  the  higbeft  heaven,  called  by  S.Vanl)  the  third  heaven;  becaufe  the  pfal.rj.i$.^ 
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Part    III     ^^^'^^  receptacles  were  ready,  and  full  of  holy  fouls,  Patrlarks  and  Pro- 

, t 1_  phecs,  andholy  menofGOD  7  concern i Kg  whom  S.  F<?«/ affirms  txprefly, 

that  the  Fathers  received  not  the  promifes^  GOD  having  provided fome  better 

jfL  J,  ^o- ^^^^^  f^^^^^  that  they  mthoui  US  fl}ould  not  be  n-iade  perfect :  Therefore  ccrtal  a 
7       '  l<   dv  ^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^'^  condition  wasaftateof  imperfcdion,  and  yet  they  were 

HH£.  -s-a  '  placed  in  Paradife ,  in  Abrahams  bcfom^  and  thither  CHRIST  went,  and 
O-'  ho  mil  ^^^  ^^^^^"^  '^^'^^  attended  him.  And  then  it  was,  that  CHRIST  made 
im^n.noim^j  their  condition  better*,  for  though  ftill  it  be  a  place  of  relation  in  order 
?/}  'rV  2  0^^  foraething  beyond  it,  yet  the  terme  and  objtft  of  their  hope  is  changed  ; 
Lmyj.nom.'i?  they  fate  in  the  regions  of  darknefie,  opefting  that  great  promife  made 
Th'^'t  ^oAdam,  and  to  the  Patriarks,  tlie  promife  of  tlie  Mejjias.  But  when  he 
Thtrl^  that  was  promifed  came,  he  preached  to  the  (pints  inprifon,  he  commu- 
jfjeopmac       nicated  to  them  the  myfteries  of  the  Gofpell,  thefecrets  of  the  king- 

^^T"^^'  ^o"^^>  ^^^  things  hidden  from  eternall  ages,  and  taught  them  to  look 
'"  ■':/'•  up  to  the  glories  pnrcliafed  by  his  Pafhon  j  and  made  the  terme  of  their 
^.mgd.  -i^^"  expc<^ationbe^ij/ec5nico?m77^,  and  the  objeds  of  their  hope,  the  glories 


i/n  •  tr  of  the  beatifick  vifion.  And  although  the  ftate  of  feparation  is  fometimes 
ytctorm.Mart  j^  scripture  called  [heaven,']  and  fometimes  [hell,']  (  for  thefe  words  in 
'"  ^'v'fj^t  Scripture  are  of  large  fignifications  )  yet  it  is  never  called  the  thirdheaven^ 
Jmoroj.  ae  do-  ^^^  y^^  ^^^j^  ^j  ^^^  damned  *,  for  although  concerning  it  nothing  is  cleerly  re* 
iwmom/.c.io.  ^^^j^^^  or  what  is  their  portion  till  the  day  of  judgement,  yetitisinti- 
^  ^^'  mated  in  a  parable,  that  between  good  and  evil  fpirits  even  in  the  ftate  of 
feparation  there  is  diftance  of  place  ?  certain  it  is,  there  is  great  diftance 
2.  Tim*  i.i8.  of  condition  j  and  as  their  holy  fouls  in  their  regions  of  hghtarefull  of 
i.thejf,$.2^.  love,  joy,  hope,  and  longing  for  the  coming  of  the  great  day,  fotheac- 
Vide  Irenaim  curfed  do  expe<ft  it  with  an  infupportable  amazement,  and  zrcprefently  tor- 
irt  hunc  locum,  mcnted  with  apprehenfions  of  the  future.  Happy  are  they  thar  through 
lib,$.  c.6.adv.  paradife  palfe  into  the  kingdom,  who  from  their  higheft  hope  palfe  to  the 
heref.  ubi  pro-  greateft  charity,  from  the  ftate  of  a  blelTed  feparation  to  the  mercies  and 
tat  absf,  unio-  gentle  fentence  of  the  day  of  judgement,  which  S.  Paul  prayed  to  GOD  to 
ne  corporis^ani-  grant  to  Onefiphorusy  and  more  explicitely  for  the  Thefialonians ',  that 
tn£,<:^  ffiritus,  their  whole  fprit  and  foul  and  body  be  preferved  blawelejfe  unto  the  coming  of  our 
hominem  non  ■  LORD  JESVS,  and  I  pray  GOD  to  grant  the  fame  to  me,  andallfaith- 
effe,  full  people  whatfoever. 

2.  As  fooon  as  the  LORD  had  ^iven  up  his  fpirit  into  the  hands  of  GOD, 

the  veilofthe  temple  rfas  rent,  the  Angels  Guardians  of  the  place  dcferted 
it,  the  rites  of  ii/o/e/ were  laid  open ,  and  the  inclofuresof  theTaberna- 
de  were  difparkd, the  earth  trembled,  the  graves  were  opened,  and  all  the 
old  world,  and  the  old  religion  were  fo  fhaken  towards  their  firft  Chaos, 
that  if  GOD  had  not  fupportcd  the  one,  and  referved  the  other  for  an 
honourable  buriall,  the  earth  had  left  to  fupport  her  children,  and  the 
fynagogue  had  been  thrown  out  to  an  inglorious  expofition  and  contempt. 
But  yet  in  thefe  fymboles  they  were  changed  from  their  firft  condition,  and 
pafiedintoanew'dominion,  all  old  things  pajfed  away,  and  all  things  became 
new,  the  earth  and  the  heavens  were  reckoned  as  a  neve  creation,  they  palTed 
hito  another  kingdom,  under  CHRIST  their  LORD  :  and  as  before,  the 
creatures  were  fei  van ts  of  humane  ncceflities  they  now  become  fervants 
of  eledion,  and  in  order  to  the  ends  of  grace,  as  before  of  nature  : 
CHRIST  having  now  the  power  to  difpofe  ot  them  inorder  to  his  king- 
dom, and  by  the  adminiftration  jof  his  own  wifdom.  And  at  the  inftant  of 

thefe 
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thefe  accidents,  GOD  (o  determined  the  perfwafions  of  men  that  they   p       tTT 
referred  thefe  prodigies  to  the  honour  of  CHRIST,  and  took  them  as  te- 


ftimoniesof  that  truth,  for  the  affirmation  of  which  the  High  Priefl  had  S.  Awbrof.  I. 
condemned  our  deereft  LORD  ^  and  although  the  heart  of  the  Prieft  rent  1*0,  in  Lucavu 
not,  even  then  when  rocks  did  tear  in  pieces,  yet  the  people,  who  faw      '    2. 
the  PafTion,  [mote  their  breafts  und  returned  and  confeffed  CHRIST.  ^ufeb.Emiff. 

The  graves  cf  the  dead  were  opened  at  the  death,  but  the  dead  bodies  ho.6.  depafch. 

of  the  Saints  that  lltpt,  arofe  not  till  therefurreftionof  oui"  LORD  ',  for 'tu.i^ioqj 

he  was  the  firft  fruits^  and  they  followed  him  as  inftant  wirnclTcs,  to  publifli  '"ftrna  reftin- 
the  refurre^ion  of  their  head,  which  it  is  pofTrble  they  declared  to  thofe,  |^"^ 
rowhom  they  appeared  in  the  holy  city.  Andamongft  thefe,  the  curiofity  fcs^Jea?m  ifbet 
or  pious  credulity  of  fome  havefuppofed  Adam  and  Eve^  Abraham,  Ifaack,hc  Ccpuhos 
and  Jacob  who  therefore  were  carefull  to  be  buried  in  the  land  of  promife,  ''rudent.  apoth. 
as  having  fome  intimation  or  hope,  that  they  might  be  partakers  of  the ''^^'''^/^^'"' 
earliefl: glories  of  thcMefias^  in  whofe  faith  and  diftantexpeftation they  -^^'rnU  tfiKsa- 
lived  and  died^and  this  calling  up  of  company  from  their  graves  did  publifh  *''  «f  «^'/«7r7«r  0 
to  all  the  world,  not  onely  that  the  LORD  himfelf  was  rifen  accordmg  to  ^«1^^ .  S.Cyr, 
hisfo  frequent  and  repeated  predidions,  but  that  he  meant  to  raife  up  all  Catech  fy 
^his  fervants,  and  that  all  who  believe  in  himjfhould  be  partakers  of  tht  Chryf-homSS. 
refurreftion.  iH27,  Matth* 

When  the  fouldiers  obfcrved  that  jESUS  was  dead,  out  of  fpite  and  im-  4« 

potent  inefledive  malice,  one  of  them  pierced  his  h6ly  fide  with  a  fpearej 
and  the  rccke  being  fmitten  itgufhed  out  with  water  and  blood,  ftreaniing 
forth  two  Sacraments  to  refrefli  the  Church,  and  opening  a  gate  that  all 
his  brethren  might  enter  in,  and  dwell  in  the  heart  cf'^GOD.  And  fo 
great  a  love  had  our  Lord,  that  he  fuffered  his  heart  to  be  opened,  to  fljew 
if,  that  as  Eve  was  formed  from  the  fide  of  Adam,  fo  was  the  Church  to  be 
from  the  fide  of  her  LORD,  receiving  from  thence  life,  ^nd  fpiritual  nu- 
triment-, which  he  minifired  info  great  aboundance,  and  fuffercd  himfelfe 
to  be  pierced,  that  all  his  blood  did  ftreame  over  us,  untill  he  made  the 
fountain  dry,  and  referved  nothing  of  that,  by  which  he  knew,  his  Church 
was  to  live  and  move  and  have  her  being.  Thus  the  ftreame  of  blood  iflued  out 
to  become  a  fountain  for  the  facrament  of  the  chalice,  and  water  guflied  out 
to  fill  the  fonts  of  baptifm  and  rtpentmce.The  blood  being  the  teftimony  of  the 
Divine  love,  calls  upon  us  to  dye  for  his  love,  when  he  requires  it,  and  the 
noife  of  the  water  calls  upon  us  to  purify  our  fpirits,  and  prefenc  our  con- 
fcience  to  CUKIST  holy  and  pure  without  fpotor  wrinkje'y  the  blood  running 
upon  us  makes  us  to  be  of  the  cognation  and  family  of  GOD  j  aud  the  water 
quenches  the  flames  of  hell,  and  the  fires  of  concupifcence. 

The  freinds  and  Difciples  of  the  H.  jESUS  having  devoutly  compofed 
his  body  to  buriall,  anointed  it,  waftied  it,  and  condited  it  with  fpiccs  ^* 

and  perfumes,  laid  it  in  a  fepulchre  hewcn  from  a  rocke  in  a  garden,  which 
(fayes  Euthymus)  yms  therefore  done,  to  reprefent,  that  we  were  by  this 
death  returned  toparadife,  and  the  gardens  ofpleafures  and  divine  favours 
from  whence  by  the  prevarication  of  Adam  man  was  expelled.  Here  he' 
finifhed  the  worke  of  his  pafTion  as  he  had  begun  it  in  a  garden,and  the  place 
of  fepulchre  being  a  rock,  ferves  the  ends  ©f  pioas,fucceeding  ages',  for  the 
place  remaines  in  all  changes  of  government,of  warres,of  earth-quakes,  and 
rHdcr  accidents  to  this  day,  as  a  memorial]  of  the  fepulchre  of  our  deereft 
LORD,  as  a  fenfible  and  proper  confifgiation  of  the  pcrfuafions  of  fome 

terfons 
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"Z^uT        pxirfons,  and  as  an  entertainment  of  their  pious  phanfy  and  religious  af- 
*^^  ^^± fe^ions. 


^,  But  now  it  was  thatin  the  darkeaidundifccmd  nianHons,  there  was  a 

fceneof  the  greateft  joy  and  the  greateft  hoH'ourreprefented,  which  yet 
,  was  known  fnice  the  nrft  falling  of  tliC  morning  Oarres,  Thofe  holy  foulesi 

Z€Ch*9'l^9t2  whom  the  Prophet  Zecktry  c^lh,  prijoners  of  h^pe  lying  in  the  lake  it^'here 
there  if  no  water^  that  is,  no  conftanc  ftreame  of  joy  to  rtfrefiuheir  prefent 
condition  :  but  they  were  fuppoited  with  certain  lliowres  and  gracioHS 
vifitations  from  GOD,  and  illuminations  of  their  hopej  and  now  that  they 
faw  their  Redeemer  come  to  change  their  condition,  and  to  improve  it 
into  the  neighbourhoods  of  glory  and  clecier  revelations,  muft  needs  have 
the  joy  of  intelligent  aixl  beatified  underftandings  of  redeemed  captives^ 
of  men  forgiven  after  the  fen  rence  of  death,  of  men  fatiOied  after  a  tedioiK 
exped"ation,  enjoying  and  feeing  their  LORD,  whom  for  fo  many  ages 
they  had  exped'ed.  But  the  accurfed  fpirits  feeing  the  darknei^e  of  then: 
prifon  Ihine  with  a  new  liglu,and  tlieir  Empire  invaded,  and  their  retire* 
ments  of  horror  difcovered,  wondered  how  a  man  durft  venture  thither,  or 
if  he  were  a  GOD,  how  he  fliould  come  to  dye.  But  the  H.  ]ESU5  was 
like  that  body  of  light,  receiving  into  himfelfe  the  refleyion  of  all  the  Iclfer 
rayesof  joy,  which  thePatriarks  felt,  and  being  united  to  his  fountain  of 
felicity,  apprehended  it  yet  more  glorious.  He  now  felt  the  efled^s  of  his 
bitter  paflion  to  return  upon  him  incomfcrtsi  every  houre  of  which  was 
aboundant  recompence  for  three  houres  paffion  upon  the  Crofle^  and  be- 
came to  us  a  great  precedent  to  invite  ris  to  a  toleration  of  the  a<^s  of  re- 
pentance, mortification,  and  Martyrdonie  and  that  in  the  times  of  fufiering 
wee  live  upon  the  ftcck  and  expence  of  faith,  as  reniembering  that  thele 
few  moments  of  infelicity  are  infinitely  paid  widi  every  minute  of  gloiy, 
and  yet  that  the  glory,  which  is  certainly  ccnftquent,  is  fo  lafting  and  per- 
petuall,  that  it  were  enough  in  a  lower  joy  to  make  amends  by  its  contimj- 
"Am  jTept*w  f^S  yj-}Qj^  of  eternity.  And  let  us  but  call  to  mind^^v-vhat  thoughts  we  lliall  have, 
•jroyK  *(^jcr,  0  (jS^j  when  we  dye,  ot  are  dead ,  how  we  fiiall  thenwiclKut  preiudice  confider, 
'^moij^'^^To'j  fi^j.  if  we  had  done  our  duty,  the  trouble  and  the  aiiii<Sion  would  now  be 
»^>i(iim'  iiiTi  p^fj-^  and  nothing  remain  but  pleafure  and  felicities  eternall,  and  how  in- 
•snir.mioj^'ii      finitely  happy  we  fhall  rheii  be,  if  we  have  done  our  duty,  and  how  mife- 
/*?  Mcfb^iif,  w«^  rable,  if  not)  all  the  pleafuresof  rmnedifappearing,and  nothing  furviving^ 
'nJX>  hrj^TK'^  T6  ^  but  a  certain  and  everlafliiig  torment.  Let  us  carry  alway  the  fane  thoughts 
tti^ivfjuyfi.        with  us,  which  muft  cerwinly  then  intervene,  and  we  fhall  meet  the  H. 
Mufonmapud  jESUS,  and  partake  of  his  joyes,   which  overflowed  his  holy  foule,  when 
A.  Oellkm.      he  firft  entered  into  tbe  pdietTion  of  thofe  excellent  fruits  and  eite<fts  oi 
I  i6'C.  I.       his  pafTiOii, 

7.  When  the  third  day  was  come,  the  foul  of  JESUS  retumed  fromPa- 

radife ,  and  the  vif.tation  of  feparare  fpirits  and  reentred  into  his  holy 
body,which  he  by  his  divine  power  did  redintegrate,  filling  his  vaines  with 
Mood,  healing  all  the  Wounds,  exxrcpting  thofe  five  of  his  hands  feet  aiid 
fide, which  he  referved  as  trophies  of  his  vidory,  and  argument  of  his  paillon  j 
and  as  he  hadcomfcrrcd  tlie  foules  of  the  Fatlierswirh  the  prefence  of  his 
fpirit,  fo  now  he  faw  it  to  be  time  to  bring  contort  to  his  holy  Mother, 
to  reeftablifli  tlie  tottering  faith  of  his  Difeiplcs,  to  verify  his  promife,  to 
make  d^monftration  of  hk  Divinity,  to  lay  fonie  fuperfiru(fTures  of  his 
Ckurch  upofc  the  fotindation  of  his  forraei'  fermons,  to  inftru^  them  m 

the 
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riie  rriyf^enescfhiskingdon'.e,  to  prepare  them  for  tlie  reception  of  the    p^p-^  jjj^ 

holy  Glioft,  and  as  he  had  in  his  flare  of  feparation  triimiphed  ever  hell,  fo . 

in  hrs  refurrcrnon  he  fet  his  foot  upon  death, and  brought  it  under  liis  do- 
minion-, fo  that  although  it  was  not  yetdefiroyed,  yet  it  is  made  his  rul> 
jefl^,  it  hath  as  yet  the  condition  of  the  Gibeonrtes,  who  were  not  banifhed 
out  of  the  land,  but  they  were  made  drawers  of  water,  and  hewerb  of  wcoJ  y 
fo  is  death  made  infirunicntal  to  CHRISTS  kingdoni,bi]t  it  abides  fii]l,and 
fliall  till  t';e  day  of  judgement >  but  (hall  feiTe  the  endscf  our  LORD, 
and  promote  the  intercfls  of  eternity,  and  do  benefit  to  the  Chuxh. 

And  it  is  confiderable,that  our  blefied  LORD  having  told  them  that  after  3^ 

three  dayes  he  would  rife  again,  yet  he  fhortned  the  time  as  much  as  was 
pofTible,  that  he  r^ight  verifie  his  own  prcdidion,  and  yet  make  his  ab- 
sence the  leHe  troublefome ',/  he  Tiks  early  in  the  tnornini  tbefirftdayof  the 
week,\  for  fo  our  deareft  LORD  abbreviates  the  dayes  of  omforrow,  and 
lengrhens  the  years  of  our  confolation  *,  for  he  knows  that  a  day  of  for- 
row  feems  a  year,  and  a  year  of  joy  pafles  like  a  day,  and  therefore  GOD 
lefiens  the  one  and  lengthens  the  other,  to  make  this  perceived  and  that 
fupportable.  Now  the  Temple  which  the  Jews  deftroyed,  GOD  raifedup 
in  fix  and  thirty  hours*,  but  this  fecond  r?/7i])/^  was  more  glorious  then  th« 
firft^  for  now  it  was  clothed  with  robes  of  glory,  mth  clarity^  agility^  and 
imnmtalhy^  and  though  like  Afofes  defcending  from  the  mount  he  wore  a 
veil,  that  the  greatneife  of  hisfplendour  might  not  render  him  unapt  for 
converfation  with  his  fervants  ',  yet  the  holy  Scripture  affirms,  tluc 
he  was  now  no  more  to  fee  corruption ',  meaning  that  now  ne  was  fcparate  from 
the  pafTibility  and  afiecSions  of  humane  bodies,  and  could  fuller  S.  Thomas 
to  thruO:  his  hand  into  the  wound  of  his  fide,  and  his  finger  into  the  holes 
of  hishands  withiOut  any  grief  or  fmarr. 

But  although  the  gracicufneffe  and  care  of  the  LORD,  had  prevented  all 
diligence  and  fatisfied  ail  defires,  returning  to  life  before  the  moft  forward  9' 

faith  could  expe(ft  him  *,  yet  there  were  three  Maries  went  to  the  grave  fo 
early  that  they  prevented  the  rifrng  of  the  Sun,  and  though  with  great 
obedience  they  flayed  till  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  yetaflbonas  thatv/as 
done,  they  had  other  parts  of  duty  and  affedion,  which  eailed  wrth  great- 
eft  imjxjrtunity  to  be  fpeedily  fatisfied.  And  if  obedience  had  not  bound 
the  feet  of  love\they  had  gone  the  day  before,but  they  became  to  us  adn)i- 
rable  patterns  of  ch-eiience  to  the  Divine  commandments.  Frr  though 
Jove  were  fironger  then  deaths  yet  obedience  was  Oronger  then  love,  and 
made  a  rare  difpute  in  the  fpirits  of  thofe  holy  women  ',  in  which  the  Oefli 
and  the  fpirir  were  not  the  litigants,  but  the  fpirir  and  thefpirit,  and  they 
refifted  each  other  as  the  Angel  Guardian  of  the  Jews  refifted  the  tutelar 
Anoel  of  Perfia,  each  ftriving  who  fhould  with  moft  love  and  zeal  perform 
their  charge,  and  GOD  determined.  And  fo  he  did  here  too.  Fortlieliw 
of  the  Sabbath  was  then  a  Divine  Commandment,  and  although  piety  to 
the  dead, and  to  fucha  dead,  was  ready  to  force  their  choice  to  do  violence 
to  their  will,  bearing  them  upon  wings  of  defire,  to  the  grave  of  the 
LORD,  yet  at  laft  they  reconciled  love  with  obedience.  For  they  had 
been  taught  that  love  is  beft  exprelTed  in  keeping  of  the  Divine  Com- 
mandments. But  now  they  were  at  liberty,  and  fure  enough  they  made 
life  of  i  ts  firft  minute  *,  and  going  fo  early  to  feek  CHRIST,  they  were  fure 
f'lev  fhould  finde  him. 

'Jbe 
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p^g    niT      "^^^  Angels  defcended  Guardians  of  the  fcpulchre ;  for  GOD  fcnt  his 

i L  guards  too,  and  they  affrighted  the  watch  appointed  by  Pilate  and  the 

Priefts  i  but  when  the  women  came  they  fpake  like  comforters,  full  of 
fweetnelfe  and  confolation,  laying  afide  their  aftirighting  glories?  as  know- 
ing it  is  the  will  of  their  LORD,  that  they  fhouldminifter good  to  them 
that  love  him.  But  a  converfation  with  Angels  could  not  fatisfie  them,  who 
came  to  look  for  the  LORD  of  the  Angels,  and  found  him  not ;  and  wiien 
the  LORD  was  pleafed  to  appear  to  Mary  Magdalen  flie  was  To  fwallowed  up 
with  love  and  forrow,  that  fhe  entred  into  her  py  and  perceived  it  not  i 
fhefaw  the  LORD  and  knew  him  not.  For  fo,  from  the  clofets  of  dark- 
nefle  they  that  immediately  ftaie  upon  the  fun,  perceive  not  the  beauties 
of  the  light,  and  feel  nothing  but  amazement.  But  the  voice  of  the 
LORD»opened  her  eyes,  and  fhe  knew  him,  and  worfhipped  him,  but  was 
dcnyed  to  touch  him,  and  commanded  to  tell  the  Apoftles*,  for  therefore 
GOD  miniflers  to  IS  comforts  and  revelations,  not  that  we  dwell  in  the 
fenfiblc  fruition  of  them  our  felves  alone,but  that  we  communicate  the  grace 
toothers.  But  when  the  other  women  were  returned,  andfawthe  LORD, 
then  they  were  all  together  admitted  to  the  embracement,  and  to  kifle  the 
feet  of  Jesus.  For  GOD  hath  bis  opportunities  and  periods,  which  at 
another  time  he  dcnyes,  and  we  muft  then  rcpycein'ir,  when  he  Youch- 
fafes  it,  and  fubmit  to  his  Divine  will,  when  hedenyesit. 
I  *•  Thefe  good  women  had  the  firft  fruits  of  the  apparition:  For  their  forward 

love,  and  the  paflion  of  their  religion  made  greater  hafte  to  entertain  a 
grace,  and  was  a  greater  endeerment  of  their  perfons  to  our  LORD,  then 
a  more  febcr,  referved  and  lefle  adive  fpirit.  *Ihis  is  more  fafe,  but  that  is 
religious :  this  goes  to  G  O  D  by  the  way  of  underftanding,  that  by  the 
will :  this  is  fupported  by  difcourfe,  that  by  paffions :  tliis  is  the  fobriety 
of  the  Apoftles,  the  other  was  the  zeal  of  the  holy  women  *,  and  becaufe 
a  ftrong  phanfy  and  an  e^rneft  pafTion  fixed  upon  holy  obje^s  are  the  moft 
aftive  and  forward  inftrunients  of  devotion,  as  devotion  is  cf  love,  therefore 
we  finde,  GOD  hath  made  great  exprefTions  of  his  acceptance  of  fuch  difpo- 
fitions.  And  women  lefle  knowing  perfons,and  tender  difpolitionsand  ply- 
ant  natures  will  make  up  a  greater  number  in  heaven,  then  the  fevere  and 
wary,  and  enquiring  people,  who  fometimes  love  becaufe  they  believe, 
and  believe  becaufe  they  can  demonftrate,  but  never  believe,  becaufe  they 
love.  When  a  great  underftanding,  and  a  great  affeftionmeet  together  it 
makes  a  faint,  great  like  an  Apoftlej  but  they  donot  wellwho  makea- 
batementof  their  religious  paffions  by  thefeverity  of  their  underftand- 
ing.  It  is  no  matter  by  which  we  are  brought  to  CHRIST,  fo  we  love  him, 
and  obey  him,  but  if  the  produftion  admit  of  degrees,  that  inftrument 
is  the  moft  excellent,  which  produces  the  greateft  love :  and  although 
difcourfe  and  a  fober  fpirit  be  in  it  felf  the  beft,  yetwedonotalwayes 
fuffer  that  to  be  a.parent  of  as  great  religion  as  the  good  women  make  their 
fanfy,  their  foftneffe  and  their  paffion. 
V2.  Our  blelfed  LORD  appeared  next  to  SJmon^  and  though  he  and  John  raw 

forth  together,  and  S.  J(ihn  outran  Simony  although  Simen  Veter  had  de- 
nycd  and  forfworn  his  LORD,  and  S.  Jahn  never  did,  and  followed  him  to 
hispafTionand  his  death,  yet  Veter  had  the  favour  of  feeing  jESUS  firft  j 
which  fome  fpirituall  perfons  underftand  as  a  teftimony ,  that  penitent  fin- 
ners  have  accidcntall  emincncies  and  priviledges  fometimes  indulged  to 
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them  beyond  the  cemporall  grsces  of  the  juft  and  innocent  i  as  being    pgj.^^  jjj^ 
futh,  who  not  onely  need  defenfatlves  againft  the  remanent  and  'inhi-r^nr 
evils  even  of  repented  tins,  and  their  aptnelTes  to  relapfe  :  butalfo  becaufe 
diofe^who  are  true  penitents,  who  underftand  the  infinitenefle  of  the  divine 
mercy,  and  thatfor  a  finner  to  palfe  from  death  to  li{e,from  the  ftate  of  fin  Ma]ui  eJfypeC' 
into  pardon  and  the  ftate  of  grace,  is  a  greater  gift,  and  a  more  ex-  catSTemexpeC" 
cellentand  improbable  mutation,  then  for  a  juft  man  to  be  takeu  in-  cuto in  gratiam 
to  glory  *,  out  of  gratitude  to  GOD,  and  endeerment  for  fo  great  a  migure^quam 
change ,  added  to  a  fear  of  returning  to  fuch  danger  and  mifery  will  re-  ex  hoc  rmnd^ 
enforce  all  their  induftry  and  double  their  ftudy ,  and  obferve  more  dili-  jn  cdum, 
gently ,  and  watch  more  carefully,  and  redeem  the  time^  and  make  amends  S.Auguft* 
for  their  omifTions,  and  oppofe  a  good  to  the  former  evils,  befide  the  duties 
of  the  prefent  imployment  '■^  and  then,commonly  the  life  of  a  holy  penitent 
is  more  holy,aftive,  zealous  and  impatient  of  vice,  and  more  rapacious  of 
vertue  and  holy  ad:ions,and  arifes  to  greater  degrees  of  fanftity  then  the  e- 
ven  and  moderate  afl'ed:ions  of  juft  perfons,  who  (as  our  B.Saviours  expref- 
lion  is)  need  no  repentance,  that  is,  no  change  of  ftate,  nothing  butaperfe- 
verance,and  an  improvement  of  degrees,  there  ismorejoy  in  heaven  befare  the  ^^^*  ^5*  7« 
Angels  of  GOD  over  one  finner  that  repenteth^  than  over  ninety  nine  ]uft perfons^ 
that  need  it  not ;  for  where  fin  hath  abounded  there  doth  grace  fuperabound  ytind 
that  makes  joy  in  heaven. 

The  holy  JESUS  having  received  the  afl'e<Jlions  of  his  moft  pafTionate  'S* 

Difciples,  the  women  and  S.Peter,  puts  himfelf  upon  the  way  in- 
to the  company  of  two  good  men  going  to  Emmaus,  with  troubled 
fpirits  and  a  reeling  faith,  ftiaking  all  its  upper  building,  but  leaving 
fome  of  its  foundation  firm  j  to  them  the  LORD  difcourfes  of  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  the  death  and  refurrciSion  of  the  MefTias ,  and  taught  them 
not  to  take  eftimate  of  the  counfels  of  GOD  by  the  defignes  and  pro- 
portions of  man  .*  for  GOD,  by  waies  contrary  to  humane  judgement 
brings  to  palfe  the  purpofes  of  his  etemall  providence.  The  glories  of 
CHRIST  were  not  made  pompous  by  humane  circumftances ,  his  king- 
dom was  fpirituall,  he  was  to  enter  into  felicities  through  the  gates  of 
death  j  he  refufed  to  do  miracles  before  Herod  ^  and  yet  did  them 
before  the  people ,  he  confuted  his  accufers  by  filence,  and  did  not  defcend 
from  the  Crofle ,  when  they  offered  to  believe  in  him,  if  he  would  j  but 
left  them  to  be  perfuaded  by  greater  arguments  of  his  power ,  the  mira- 
culous circumftances  of  his  death,  and  the  glories  of  his  refurreftion  J 
and  by  walking  in  the  fecret  paths  of  divine  election  hath  commanded  us 
to  adore  his  footfteps,  to  admire  and  revere  his  wifdom  ,  to  be  fatisfied 
with  all  the  events  of  providence,  and  to  rejoyce  in  him,  if  by  afllliftiw 
ons  he  makes  us  holy ,  if  by  perfecutions  he  fupports  and  enlarges  his 
Church  ,  if  by  death  he  brings  us  to  life  j  fo  we  arrive  at  the  communion 
of  his  felicities  we  niuft  let  him  choofe  the  way,  it  being  fufficient,  that 
he  is  our  guide,  and  our  fupport ,  and  our  exceeding  great  reward.  For 
thercfcre  CHRIST  preached  to  the  two  Difciples  going  toEm?naus^  the 
way  of  the  crofle,  and  the  neceflity  of  that  pafiage,  that  the  wifdom  of  GOD 
mightbeglcriiied,and  the  conjeftures  of  man  aftiamed.  But  whilefthis 
difcourfc  laftcd,  they  knew  him  not,  but  in  the  breaking  of  bread  he  difco- 
vered  himfelf.  For  he  turned  their  meal  in:o  a  Sacrament,  and  their  dark- 
nelfe  to  light ,  and  having  to  his  Sermon  added  the  Sacrament,  opened  aU 
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"partlliu       their  difcerning  faculties,  the  eyes  of  their  body,  and  their  underftanding 
.  too,  to  reprcfent;  to  ns  that  when  we  are  bleiled  with  the  opportuni- 
ties  of   both  thofe  inftrunients  ,   we  want    no    exteriour   afTiftance 
to  guide   us  in   the   way ,   to  the    knowing   and    enjoying   of  our 
LORD. 
14.  But  the  apparitions^  which  JFSUS  made  were  all  Jipon  the  defigne 

of  laying  the  foundation  of  all  Chriftian  graces',  for  the  begetting  and 
cftablifhing  faith,  and  an  aftive  confidence  in  their  perfons,  and  building 
them  upon  the  great  fundamentals  of  the  religion.  And  therfore  he  appoin- 
ted a  general  nieetingon  a  mountain  in  Galilee,that  the  number  of  witnefles 
might  not  only  diffeminace  the  fame,but  eftablilh  the  article  of  the  refurrc- 
ftionjfor  upon  that,are  built  all  the  hopes  of  a  Chriftian*,  and  if  the  deadrjfe 
not^then  are  we  ef  all  men  mofl  wiferable^m  quitting  the  prefcnt  poffefTi- 
©ns,  and  entertaining  injuries  and  affronts  without  hopes  of  reparati- 
on. But  we  lay  two  gages  in  feverall  repofitorics  *,  the  body  in  the 
bofome  of  the  earth ,  the  foul  in  the  bofomcof  GOD  j  and  as  we  here 
live  by  faith,and  lay  them  down  with  hope,fo  the  rerurred:ion  is  a  reftitution 
of  them  both,  and  a  ftate  of  reunion  *,  and  therefore  although  the  glory 
©f  our  fpirits ,  without  the  body  were  joy  great  enough  to  make  coni- 
^enfation  for  more  then  the  troubles  of  all  the  world :  yet  becaufe  one 
Ihall  not  be  glorified  without  the  other,  they  being  of  themfelves  ih- 
compleat  ifubftances  and  GOD  having  revealed  nothing  clecrely  con- 
cerning aftuall  and  compleat  felicities  till  the  day  of  judgement,  when 
it  is  promifed  our  bodies  fhal!  rife ,  therefore  it  is  that  the  refurreftioH 
is  the  great  article,  upon  which  we  relie,  and  which  CHRIST  took  fo 
much  care  to  prove  and  afcertain  to  fo  many  perfons,  becaufe  if  that  fliould 
be  disbelieved,  with -which  all  our  felicities  are  to  be  received,  we  have  no- 
thing to  eftablifh  our  faith,  or  entertain  our  hope,  or  fatisfie  our  defires ,  or 
make  retribution  for  that  ftate  of  fecular  inconveniences,  in  which  by  the 
neceffities  of  our  nature,  and  the  humility  and  patience  of  our  religion  we 
are  engaged. 
.^  But  I  confider  that  holy  Scripture  onely  inftrufts  us  concerning  the 

^'  life  of  this  world,  and  the  life  of  the  refurre^ion^the  life  ef  grace  and  the  life 
glory  *,  both  in  the  body  5  that  is ,  a  life  of  the  whole  man  *,  and  whatfoe- 
ycr  is  fpokenof  the  foul,  confiders  it  as  an  eflentiall  part  of  man,  rela- 
itmg  to  his  whole  confticution  ',  not  as  it  is  of  it  felf  an  intelled^uaM 
and  feparate  fuW^ance:  for  all  its  anions,  which  arc  feparate  and  re- 
moved from  the  body  are  relative  and  incompleat.  Now  becaufe  the  foul 
k  an  incomplete  fubftance,  and  created  in  relation  to  the  body ,  and  is 
hm  a  part  of  the  whole  man ,  if  the  body  were  as  eternall  and  incorrup- 
tible as  the  foul ,  yet  the  fcparation  of  the  one  from  the  other  would  be  as 
wow  it  is ;  that,which  we  call  natur  all  death  *,  and  fuppofing  that  GOD  fliould 
}>referve  the  body  for  ever,  or  reftore  it  at  the  day  of  judgement  to  its  full 
fiibftance  and  pcrfe<ft  organs,yet  the  man  would  be  dead  for  ever,if  the  foul 
forever  fhould  continue  feparate  from  the  body.  So  that  the  other  life  ', 
that  is,  the  ftate  of  re&rreftion,  is  a  reuniting  foul  and  body  ••  and  although 
Ina  philofophicall  fenfe  the  refufre<ft!on  is  of  the  body,  that  is,  a  reftitution 
of  our  ftefh  and  blood  and  bones ,  and  is  called  refurrethon  as  the  entrance 
into  the  ftate  of  refurreftion  maj  have  the  denomination  of  the  whole ,  yet 
ih  dbcfcnfe  of  Scripture  tlte  referedion  is  the  rcftitudon  of  our  life,  thie 
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renovation  of  the  whole  man  ,  the  ftate  of  reunion ',  and  until  that  be ,  the     ptrtlll 

man  is  not ,  but  he  is  dead ,  and  oncly  his  eflentlall  parts  are  depofited 1— 

and  laid  up  in  truft  i  and  therefore  whatfoever  the  foul  does  or  perceive^ 
in  its  incomplete  condition,  is  but  to  it  as  embalming  and  honourable  fu- 
nerals to  the  body,  and  a  fafe  monument  to  preferve  it  in  order  to  a  living 
again  j  and  the  felicities  of  the  intervall  are  wholly  in  order  to  the  next  lifej 
and  therefore  if  there  were  to  be  no  refurrciSion,  as  thefe  intermediaH 
joyes  fhould  not  be  at  all :  fo  as  they  are,  they  are  but  relative  and  incom- 
plete :  and  therefore  all  our  hopes,  all  our  felicities  depend  upon  the  refur- 
rcdion  :  without  it  we  fhould  never  be  perfons,  men  or  women,  and  then 
the  ftate  of  feparation  could  be  nothing  but  aphantarme,trees  ever  in  bloC- 
fome,  never  bearing  fruit, corn  for  ever  in  the  blade,  eggcs  alwaies  in  th« 
Ihell,  ahope  eternall,  never  to  pafle  into  fruition  ,  that  is,  for  ever  to  be 
deluded,  for  ever  to  be  hiiferable.  And   therefore  it  was  an  elegant 
exprefsion   of  Saint  Paul  y  Our  life  is  hid  with    CHRIST  in  GODy    Ctlof  g.  §♦ 
that  is,  our  life  is  palled  into  cuftody,  the  duft  of  our  body  is  numbrej 
and  the  Spirit  is  refrefhed,  vifited  and  preferved  in  coelcftiall  manfions  j 
but  it  is  not  properly  called  a  life  j  for  all  this  while  the  man  is  dead,  and 
fhall  then  live  when  CHRIST  produces  this  hidden  life  at  the  great  day 
•f  reftitution  ;  But  our  faith  of  all  this  article  is  well  wrapt  up  in  the     ^  , 
words  of  S.  John  :  Beloved  now  we  are  the  bonnes  of  G  0  D^  and  it  doth  not  '  -T^^"'  3*  ^* 
yet  appear  what  we  Jfiall  be  9  but  we  kn^w,  that  when  he  fli all  appear^  we /hall 
be  like  him,  far  we  flail  fee  him  Oi  he  is.     The  middle  ftate  is  not  it  which 
Scripture  hath  propounded  to  our  faith,  or  to  our  hope:  the  reward  is 
then  when  CHRIST  fhall  appear  •,  but  in  the  mean  time,  the  foul  can  con- 
verfe  with  GOD,  and  with  Angels  jnft  as  the  holy  Prophets  .        .     ,.      .      ^, . 
did  in  their  dreams,  ^  in  which  diey  received  great  degrees  of  7"^  "*,  '^  T?'''  "'t  ''^' 
favour  and  revelation.  But  this  is  not  to  be  reckoned  any  more  J     ^'"'''^  "  "^'^^  ""  '^' 
then  an  entrance  or  a  waiting  for  the  ftate  of  our  felicity.  And  '^^'^^  ^'^^'^^  ^="^'^^^f<*^- 
(ince  the  glories  of  heaven  is  the  great  fruit  of  eledion,  we  ^'/'"'^  '^  '"^^  c^«;^ ;•«/'«  'td 
may  confider  that  the  body  is  not  predeftinate,  nor  the  foul  <*'^^"''^^'  -rr/auTi.^  ^*aici 
alone,  but  the  whole  man  i  and  untill  the  parts  embrace  again  "^  *^'^*  ^  bvticdh :fe^liSyai 
inanel!entialcomplextion,it€annotbeexpeaed,eitherofthem  '^   ^yJ'^\   ArJjf.  apud 
fliould  receive  the  portion  of  the  predeftinate.  But  the  article  ^^^^^^  Empiric. 
and  the  event  of  future  things  is  rarely  fet  in  order  by  S.  PW?  but  ye  are 
eome  into  the  Mount  Sion  •,  and  tv  the  city  of  the  living  GOD,  the  heavenly  7^-  «  t       2  ac ' 
rufalem,  and  to  an  innumerabk  company  of  Angels,  to  the  generall  affembly  and  ^ 

Church  of  the  firfi  born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  GOD  the  judge  of 
all(  and  then  follows  )  after  this  generall  aflembly,  after  the  Judge  of  all 
appears  f  to  thefpirits  of  juft  men  tnade  perfeU  ]  that  is,  reunited  to  their  bo- 
dies and  entring  into  glory.  The  beginning  of  the  contrary  opinion  broughc 
feme  new  pradifes  and  appendant  perfwalions  into  the  Church,  or  at  leaft 
promoted  them  much.  For  thofe  Do<Sors,who  receding  from  the  prin)itive 
beliefof  this  article,  taught,  that  the  glories  of  heaven  are  fully  communi- 
cated to  the  fouls  before  the  day  of  judgement,  did  alfoupon  that  ftock 
reaiih  the  invocation  of  Saints,whom  they  believed  to  be  received  into  glo- 
ry, and  infenfibly  alfo  brought  in  the  opinion  of  purgatory,  that  the  lelfc 
peifetft' fouls  might  be  glorified  in  the  time  that  they  afTigned  them.  But  tj^c 
fafer  i)pinion  and>  mere  agrcable  to  piety  is,that  which  I  have  now  defcribed 
from  Scripture  iiJKl  the  pureft  a^es  of,  the  Church. 
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Tart  III         When  JESUS  appeared  to  the  Apoftles  he  gave  them  h\%peace(or  a 
^,  l>enedi<^ion3  and  when  he  departed,  he  left  them  peace  for  a  legacy,  and 

l^.  S^^c  i^hem   according  to  two   fcrmtr  promifes   the  power  of  making 

}>eace,  and  reconciling  fouls  to  GOD  byaminifteriall  adj  fo  convey  lag 
his  Fathers  raercie,  which  himfelf  procured  by  his  pafilon  and  a<^uates  by 
his  interceiTion,  and  the  giving  of  his  grace  j  that  he  might  comply  with 
our  infirmities  and  minifter  to  our  needs  by  inftruments  even  and  pro- 
portionate to  our  felves  ',  making  our  brethren  the  conduits  of  his  grace, 
that  the  excellent  effeft  of  rhe  fpirit  might  not  defcend  upon  us  as  the  Law 
upon  mount  Sinai  in  exprefles  of  greatneflfe  and  terrour,  but  in  earthen 
velfels,  and  images  of  infirmity :  fo  GOD  manifefting  his  power  in  the 
fmalnefle  of  the  inftrument,  and  defcending  to  our  needs  not  onelyin 
giving  the  grace  of  pardon,  but  alfo  in  the  manner  of  its  miniftration: 
And  I  meditate  upon  the  greatneflfe  of  this  mercy  by  comparing  this  grace 
of  GOD  and  the  blefilngof  the  judgement  and  fentence  we  receive  at 
the  hand  of  the  Chuich,with  the  judgement  which  GOD  makes  at  the  houre 
of  death  upon  them,  who  have  defpifed  this  n>ercy  and  negle<fled  all  the 
other  parts  of  their  duty.  The  one  is  a  judgement  of  mercy,  the  other  of 
vengeance?  In  die  one  the  Devil  is  theaccufer  ,  and  heaven  and  earth 
beare  witnefle',  in  the   other  ,the  penitent  finner  accufes    himfelf.   In 
that  the  finner  gets  a  pardon,  in  the  other  he  finds  no  remedy.  In  that 
all  his  good  deeds  are  remembred  and  returned,  and  his  (Innes  are  blot- 
ted out  *,  in  the  other  all  his  eviil  deeds  are  reprefented  with  horrour, 
and  a  fting,  and  remain  for  ever  j  In  the  firft,  the  finner  changes  hjs 
ftate  for  a  ftate  of  grace ,  and  onely  fmarts  in  fome   temporall  aufte- 
rities,  and  a^s  of  exteriour  mortification  -j  in  the  fecond  his  tempo- 
rall eftate  is  changed  to  an  eternity  of  paine.  In  the   firfl:  the  finner 
faffcrs  the  fliame  of  one  man  or  one  fociety ,  which  is  fweetned  by  con- 
folation,  and  homilies  of  mercy  and  health?  in  the  latter,  aJl  his  fins  are 
laid  open  before  all  the  world,  and  himfelfe  confounded  in  erernall  amaze- 
ment and  confufions.  In  the  judgement  of  the  Church  the  finner  is  ho- 
noured by  all  for  returning  to  the  bofome  of  his  Mother,  and  the  embraces 
©fhis  heavenly  Father*,  in  the  judgement  of  vengeance  he  is  laughed  at  by 
GOD,  and  mocked  by  aceurfed  fp!rits,and  perifhes  without  pity.  In  this  he 
is  prayed  forby  none,  helped  by  none,  comforted  by  none,  and  he  makes 
himfelf  a  companion  of  Devils  to  everlafting  ages*,  but  in  the  judgement 
of  repentance  and  tribunal  of  the  Church,  the  penitent  finner  is  prayed  for 
by  a  whole  army  of  militant  ^^i/wf/.andcaufesjoy  to  all  the  Church  triumphanty 
and  to  eftablifh  this  tribunall  in  the  Church  and  to  tranfmit  pardon  to 
penitent  finners,  and  a  falutary  judgement  upon  the  perfon  and  the  crime, 
and  to  appoint  Phyficians  and  Guardians  of  the  foule  was  one  of  the 
defignes  and  mercies  of  the  refurreftion  of  jESUSj  and  let  not  any 
Chriftian  man  either  byfalfe  opinion,  or  an  unbelieving  fpirit,  or  an  in- 
curious apprehenfion  undervalue  or  negled:  this  miniftry,  which  Chrift 
hath  fo  facredly  and  folemnly  eftablifhed.  Happy  is  he,  that  dafhes  his 
finnes  againft  the   rocke,  upon  which  the  Church  is  built,  that  the 
Church  gathering  up  the  plankes  and  fragments   of  the    fhipwrackc^ 
and  the   fhivers   of  the   broken  heart   may  reunite  them,   pouring 
oile   into   the  woHuds   made   by   the  blowcs   of  finnc,  and  rcfto 
m^  wixh  nieckeHeflfe,  gentlenefle,  care,  counfell,  and  authority  perfons 


AFTER  THE  RESURRECTION.  AJ.Sca.i6.         ^^^^ 


everttd^  in  a  fault.  For  that  aft  of  miniftery  is  not  Inefteftual  wliich  GOD    Part   1 1 1. 

hath  promifed  (hall  be  ratified  in  Heaven  *,  and  that  authority  is  nor  con- 

tempcible,  which  tfie  holy  jESUS  conveyed  by  breathing  upon  his 
Church  the  holy  Ghoft.  But  CHRIST  intended  that  thofe  whom  he  had 
made  guides  of  our  foules ,  and  judges  of  ourconfciences  in  order  to  coun- 
fcl  and  minifterial  pardon,  fhould  alfo  be  ufcd  by  us  in  all  cafes  of  our  fouls, 
and  that  we  go  to  Heaven  the  way  he  hath  appointed,  that  is,  by  offi- 
ces and  minifterics  Ecclefiaftical. 

When  our  blefl'ed  LOR  D  had  fo  confirmed  the  faith  of  the  Church,  and 
appointed  an  Ecclefiaftical  miniftery,  he  had  but  one  work  more  to  do 
upon  earth,  and  that  was  the  inftitution  of  the  holy  Sacrament  of  Baptifm, 
which  he  ordained  as  a  folemn  initiation  and  niyfterious  profefTion  of  the 
faith,  upon  which  the  Church  is  built ',  making  it  a  folemn  publication  of 
our  profefTion,  the  rite  of  ftipulation  or  entring  covenant  with  our  LORD, 
the  folemnity  of  the  padion  Evangelical-,  in  which  we  undertake  to  be 
Difciples  to  the  holy  jESUS,  that  is,  to  believe  his  doftrine ,  to  fear  his 
threatnings,  to  rely  upon  his  promifes,  and  to  obey  his  Commandments 
all  the  d'jyes  of  our  life  j  and  ne  for  his  part  aftually  performes  much,  and 
promifes  more  j  he  takes  off  all  the  guilt  of  our  preceding  dayes,  purging  j^ark  i(^,\6 
our  fouls  and  making  them  clean  as  in  the  day  of  innocence  j  promifing  A^si.  zi  d<r 
with  all,  that  if  we  perform  our  undertaking  and  remain  in  theftatein  22.15 
which  he  now  puts  us»  he  will  continually  afsifk  us  with  his  ^  Spirit,  pre-  j^^l^y^  ^  ^^ 
vent  and  attend  us  with  his  grace,  he  will  deliver  us  from  the  power  of  Ephef.'±tWc 
the  Devil,  hewill  keep  our  foules  in  merciful,  joyful,  and  fafe  cuftody  till  ic or  12  12 
the  great  day  of  the  LORD,  he  will  then  raife  our  bodies  from  the  grave,  Co/o/T  2  1*2 
he  will  make  them  to  be  fpiritual  and  immortal,  he  will  reunite  them  to  Qalzii 
our  foules,  and  beatific  both  bodies  and  fouls  in  his  own  kingdom ,  admit-  j  Pet2  2i 
ting  them  into  eternal  and  unfpeakable  glories:  all  which  that  he  might  ^  Mdt2%  20. 
verifie  and  prepare  refpeftively,  in  the  prefcnce  of  his  Difciples  he  afcen-  ' 

ded  into  the  bofojiic  of  GOD,  and  the  eternal  comprehenfions  of  celeftial 
glory. 


The 


The  Prayer, 


OHol^  and  eternal  JESVS,  who  haft  overcome  Deaths  and  triumphed  &ver 
all  the  powers  of  Hell,  VarAneffej  Sime^and  the  Grave,  immfeft'mg  the 
truth  0fthy  promifes,  the  power  ofth^  Vivmity ,  the  Majefty  of  thy  perfon ,  the 
rewards  of  thy  glory,  and  the  mercies  and  excellent  defignes  of  thy  Evangelical 
kjngdmi  by  thy  glorious  and  powerful  Refurre^ion,  preferve  my  foul  fiom  eternal 
death,  and  make  me  to  rifefiom  the  death  of  fin ,  and  to  rive  in  the  life  of  grace, 
lofting  thy  per  felons ,  adoring  thy  mercy,  purfuing  the  inter  eft  of  thy  kingdom,  be- 
ing united  to  the  Church  under  thee  our  Head,  conforming  to  thy  holy  lawes,  efta- 
hlift}ed  in  faith,  entertained  and  cortjirmed  with  a  m^deft,  humble,  and  a  certain 
hpe,  andfanBjfied  by  charity,  that  I  engraving  thee  in  my  heart,  andfubmittingto 
thee  in  my  fpirit,  and  imitating  th^f  in  thy  glorious  example  may  be  partaker  of  thy 
R^urrehim;  which  is  my  hope  and  n^  deftre,  thefupport  of  my  faith,  the  ob]e^ 
ff  ^y  pyf  ^^  theftrength  of  my  cmfidence.  In  thee  holy  JESVS  do  I  truft :  I 
emfeffe  thy  faith ,  I  believe  all  that  thou  haft  taught',  I  defire  to  perform  all  thy 
myunUions  and  my  oxm  under  taking:  my  foul  is  in  thy  hand,  do  thou  fupport  and 
guide  it,  andpity  my  mfrmities  ;  and  when  thou  jhalt  reveal  thy  gr-eat  day,  ft)ew 
to  me  the  mercies  andefeBs  of  thy  advocafion,  and  inter cejfion  and  r-edemption  y 
Thou  flialtanlw^  forme  O  LORD  my  GOD,  for  in  thee  have  I  truft ed, 
Jet  me  never  be  coiifounded.  thou  art  juft,  thou  art  merciful,  ihou  art  graci- 
««j,  and  compafjimate,  thou  haft  done  miracles  and  prodigies  of  favour  to  me, 
and  all  the  world.  Let  not  thofe  great  a^ims  andfuferings  be  inefe^ive  ,  but 
make  me  capable  and  receptive  of  thy  itnemes ,  and  then  I  am  certain  to  receive 
them.  J  am  thine,  O  faveme,  fhou  -art  mine  0  holy  jESVS,  0  dwell  with  me 
fir  ever,  and  let  me  dwell  with  thee ,  adoring  and  praiftng  the  eternal  glories  of 
%0V  the  Father y  Son,  and  hsly  Ghoft,  Amen. 


The  End. 


•a  no  2      'A  SANA  TO  2*. 


THE  TABLE- 

The  former  number   fignifies  the  Part. 
The  fecond  number  the  Page. 


ABfolution  of  dying  perfons  of  what  be- 
nefit, 3.15$ 
whether  to  be  given  to  all  that  defire  it?  ib. 
Acceptable  year  of  the  Lord:what  it  means, 

2.45 
Anions  of  Jefus  confuted  his  accufers,     3. 

Afts  of  vertue  to  be  done  by  fick  and  dying 
perfons,  5.i59,&:c. 

Accufation  of  criminals  not  to  be  aggrava- 
ted odioufly,  3-1^6 
it  ought  to  be  onely  for  purpofes  of  chari- 
ty, ibid. 
Accufation  of  innocent  perfons  ought  to  be 
born  pat-iently  by  the  innocent,       3-157 
Accufation  of  Jefus,                            5.8  5 
Adam  buried  in  Golgotha,                    3.88 
Adoption  of  fons,                                9,57 
Advent  of  our  Lord  muft  be  entertained 
with  joy,                                           1.22 
Adultery  made  more  criminal  under  the 
Gofpel,  then  under  the  Law,           2:,i  24 
Adultery  of  the  eyes,                        2.125 
Adrian  the  Emperour  built  a  Temple  to 
Venus  and  Adonis  in  the  place  of  Chrifts 
birth,                                               1,27 
Agony  of  Jefus  in  the  garden,              ^.83 
Agefflaus  was  ircre  coniniended  for  his  mo- 
defty  Sc  obedicnce,then  for  his  profperous 
good  conduct                                    1,16 
Albes  or  wiiite  garments  worne   by  the 
Church,  and  vyhy  ?                           5-137 
Almcs  intended  for  a  defenfarive  againfl: 
ccv-rtoufnefc,                                 2.158 
Almes  ordinarily  to  be  according  to  our  a- 
bili^.v,                                            '  ibid. 
Soniedmts  beyond.  la  what  cafes?     Jb, 


NecefTities  of  all  indigent  people  h  the 

objeiH:  of  our  almes,  2.159 

Manner  of  Almcs,  an  office  of  Chriftian 

prudence,  ibid. 

The  two  Altars  in  Solomons  temple  what 
they  did  reprefent,  i .  1 2 1 

Ambitions  fetking  Ecclefiaftical  dignities 
very  criminal,  x.158 

Ambition  is  anaffliftion  to  him  that  hath 
ifj  1,105 

Amorous  young  man  cured  of  his  vanity  by 
aftratagem,  2.157 

Angels  miniftred  at  the  birth  of  Jefos,  1.27 

Angels  invited  fhepherds  to  fee  the  new- 
born Prince,  1.42 

Angels  multiplyed  into  a  quire  to  fing  Glo- 
ria Patri  at  the  birth  of  Chrift,  ibid. 

Angels  taught  the  Church  the  ChriAian 
hymn,  jbid. 

Angels  rejoyced  greatly  when  maukinde 
was  redeemed,  1.45 

Angels  fain,not  admitted  to  repentance,  & 
why  ?  2.60 

Angtls  appointed  to  obferve  them  thatfaft 
pioufly,  2.158 

A ngel  comforted  Jefus,  $,126 

In  what  manner,  ibid. 

Angel  rolled  the  ftone  from  the  grave  of 
Jefus,  9.i^d 

Angels  guardians  of  the  Sepulchre,  5.17  5 

Anger  forbidden  in  the  6.command.2.i  2  r, 

122 

Anger  in  what  cafes  allowable  >         2. 1 2  2 

Anger  how  long  to  abide  ?  ibid. 

Anger  of  the  heart  for-hidden,. .         2.123 

Remedies  againft  Anger^  2.1 24 

Annas  chief  of  rhe  Sanhedrim,  5.84 

N  n  n  .    Annof . 


THE    TABLE. 


Annas  fent  Jefus  to  Caiph^iu  ?^  • 

Anniverfaries  of Chrifts  Nativity,  Refurre- 

d^ioH,  and  Afccnfion  to  be  religioufly  ob- 

fcrved,  2.120 

Anniverfaries  of  Saints,  ib, 

Annah  the  Prophtelfe  received  Chrift  as  a 

reward  for  her  long  fafting  and  prayers,  i. 

$<5&82 

m» Anthony  to  ftir  the  peoples  affed:ions  pre- 
fented  the  body  of  C^/^r,  i  .8^ 

Antichrifts  pretence  not  furthered  but  hin- 
dred  by  his  miracles,  2.1 66 

Apoftafie  from  Chriftianity  unpardonable  ; 
In  what  fenfe  true  ?  2.6$ 

Apoftles  chofen  by  Chrifl-,  5.2 

Apoftles  fent  to  preach  by  two  and  two,  jb, 

Apoftles  re}oycc  at  their  power  over  De- 
vils, 5.17 

Apoftles  that  faw  the  transfiguration ,  faw 
alfo  the  agony,  5' 124 

Apocryphal  miracles  fain'd  of  Chrifts  yong- 
er  years,  2.5 

Arfenms  fad  and  troubled  upon  his  death- 
bed, g.148 

Armcs  not  to  be  taken  up  againft  our  Prince 
for  Religion,  9- 130 

Afcenfion  of  Jefus  into  Heaven,         5  •  i  ^"9 

Attention  to  our  prayers.       Vide  Prayers. 

S.  Auguftm  entred  into  the  tomb  of  Cdifctr-, 

Authority  of  Ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  3.180 
Auguflus  Cdiftir  refufed  to  be  called  Lord  a- 

bout  the  time  of  Chrifts  Nativity,       i  .41 

B. 

Balaams  prophefie  of  Chrifts  ftar,  i  .45 

Balaams  prayer  ey.plicated,  3.17 

Babes  of  Bethlehem  had  the  reward  of 

Martyrs,  1.105 

Baptifm  fanftifies  the  worthy  fufcipienr,  i . 

In  Baptifm  all  our  fins  are  forgiven,  2.^2 
To  Baptifm,  Faith  and  Repentance  are  ne- 

ceffary  preparatories,  2.62 

Baptifm  neceffary  before  reception  of  the 

Eucharift,  3.S9.&U5 

Baptifm  ordained  by  Chrift,  3.1 81. what  it 

operates  and  fignitles,  ib. 

S.  Barbara  ftrip'd  naked  to  execution  •,  mi- 

raculoufiy  vaird,  3  13^ 

UAfil  recalled  from  exile  for  his  reverent  & 


grave  faying  his  offices,  2.5  $ 

Bafil  prayed  for  head  ach,  1.124 

The  Bd])ti/f/ chara<Ser  of  himfelf,  2.1.  His 
death  and  the  occafion,  2.23.  His  death 
revenged,  ibid. 

Beginners  in  religion  to  be  ruled  by  an  ex- 
perienced guide,  1.15^.  They  have  a  con- 
ditional certaint}'  of  falvation,         g.38 
Beginnings  of  evil  to  be  refifted,       1.159 
Birth  of  Chrift  illuftrated  with  miracles,  i. 
41.  Its  place  turned  to  a  Church,  1.27. 
Peace  univerfal  at  his  birth,  1.41.  It  was 
ftgnified  to  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  the  per- 
fons  of  the  ftiepherds  and  Wife  men,  i. 

Binding  Jefus  with  cords,  with  circumftanL 
ces  of  cruelty,  3^1 2f 

Blafphemy  falfely  charged  upon  Jefus,3.48 
Bloody  fweat  of  Chrift,  what  it  did  then  ef- 
fe^,  and  wkat  it  did  prefigure,         3.  r  27 
BlefTings  of  the  Gofpel,  3.181 

Breafts  that  are  dry,  a  curfe,  i.gp 

Bramble  of  Judea  an  embleme  of  anger,  2. 

122 
Buffeting  of  Jefus  foretold  by  a  Sibyl,^.i  5  2 

C. 

Cambyfes  fent  the  Ethiopian  King  a  box  of 

Nard,  3.5 

Care  for  our  families  how  far  to  regard  the 

future,  2.139 

Ceadwallas  vow^  2,153 

Centurion  of  the  iron  legion  comes  to 

Chrift,  3.3 

Charity  makes  us  partake  of  the  joyesand 

fuflferings  of  all  Chriftians,  1.45 

It  is  the  meafure  of  our  own  peace,  i  .45 

Charity  of  Chriftians  converted  Pachomius^ 

1. 115 
Charity  confiftswith  repeating  our  own,2. 

^5 
Charity  is  part  of  the  detmition  of  Chrift  ian 
faith,  2.12,13 

Charity  of  Chriftians  greater  then  civill  re- 
lations, 2.8 
Charity  is  the  laft  of  graces,  2.26 
Charity  to  Chrifts  fervants  accepted  as  done 
to  Chrift,  '  2.48 
Charity  muft   increafe   with  our  wealth,        | 

2.13,9        1 
S.CM  {>rayed  for  others  in  times  of  ftorme, 
^$6  Charity 


THE    TABLE. 


Chiftity  wittily  reprefcntcd  by  Libanius, 

1. 159 
Eafier  to  dye  for  Chaflity  then  to  live  with 

it,  2.100 

Chaftity  of  the  mindcjof  the  eyes,  of  all  the 

members  enjoyncd,  2.125 

ChaAity  abftaines  from  all  undccencyes, 

2.125 

Caipbas  praphecyed  and  determined  the 

death  of  Jefus,  3.7^ 

Caiphas  rent  his  cloths  againft  the  law,  3.85 
Cafuall  and  contingent  caufcs  cut  off  the  life 

of  a  finner,  3-23 

Certainty  of  falvation,  '  3.g8,&c. 
Cheapc  offering  not  acceptcd,whcn  a  better 

may  be  given,  2.35 

Chrift  chofe  to  doe  all  the  miniftcries  of 

religion,  1.137 

ChriftspafFion  in  every  minute  wasfuffici- 

ent  for  reconcilement  of  all  the  world, 

The  furpl  ufage  for  example.  ibid, 

Chrift  paid  more  for  our  obedience  then 
our  pardon,  1.4 

Chrift  our  patterne,  1.5 

Chrift  liow  far  i  mi  table  by  us,  1.8 

Chrift  sfufferings  of  value  infinite,        i.i  ^ 
Chrift  honoured  virginity  and  Mariage  in 
the  choice  of  his  Mother,  1 . 1 5. 

Chrift  manifcfted  his  power  in  the  inftanccs 
of  mercy,  i.7.et2,i(52 

Chrijt  to  be  followed  in  the  like  propor- 
tions as  he  followed  his  Father,  i  .8 
Chrifts  life  cafie,  comply  ant,  and  imitable, 

1.22 
It  heipe  us  to  i:s  owne  imitation,  i  .7 

Chrifts  life  imitable  by.praftife,  and  by  re- 
ligion, i.io 
Chrift  is  God  and  Man,  i.2p 
Chrift  firft  revealed  topoore  Men,        1.45 
Chrift  by  his  humility,  his  poverty  andun- 
eafinefle  fought  againft  the  luft  of  the  flefh, 
of  the  eyes  and  the  pride  of  life,       1.47 
Chrift  put  himfelfe  to  paync  to  be  reckon- 
ed amongft  finncrs,                            j .  5  8 
Chrift  was  redeemed  at  firft,  and  fold  at  laft 
for  an  ignoble  price,                           i  .80 
Chrift  is  beft  reliftied  by  themjWho  leaft  re- 
lifhwordly  things,             •               1.81 
Chri{t  a  Phyfician  and  a  lawgiver,      2.125 


Chrifts    ftrvants  arc   moft   Honourable* 

2.131 

Chrift  did  no  miracles  before  50  yeares  of 
age,  2.3 

Chrift  enrcrralnes  5  Difciples,  2.8 

Clirift  to  be  fought  for  in  his  ordinances, 

2.5 

Chrift  ejected  merchants  out  of  the  Tem- 
ple, 2.24 

Chrift  mingled  no  injury  with  his  zeale, 

2.12 

Chrift  baptized  Vet^r  onely,  2.38 

Chrift  ends  the  Samaritan  Qu.  about  the 
place  of  worftiip,  2.40 

Cnrift  made  a  covenant  of  faith  aud  repen- 
tance, 2.  <59 
This  i  J  configned  in  baptifm,  ibid, 

Chrifts  miracles  were  greater  then  any  man 
did  before  him,  2.1^2 

Chrifts  pafsion  cured  our  miferies,     3.15^ 

Chrift  was  Viator^  not  Comprehenfirmhis 
pafsion,  g.i^o 

Chrifts  prayer  for  his  enemies  was  effeftual, 

3.i<^3 

Chrift  firft  afcended  into  Heaven,      ^.166 

Chrifts  fide  ftreamed  forth  two  Sacraments, 

Chrift  raifed  the  Widows  fon  to  life,      3.5 
Chrift  fliewed  the  power  of  a  God  with  the 
infirmities  of  a  Man>  ^-,1 29 

Chrift  crowned  wi  th  thorns,  3-138 

Chrifts  commifsion  to  Peter^  3 .  i  ^8 

Chrift  is  our  Advocate  for  anions  relative 
to  him,  3.95 

Chriftians  ought  to  be  exemplary  in  theic 
lives,  2.103 

Chriftian  righteoufnefle  to  exceed  thePha- 
rifaical,  2.104.105 

Chriftian  prudence,  '  2.6 

Chriftian  fimplicity,  2,6 

Chriftians  for  the  moft  part  choofe  not  their 
religion,  2.10 

Chriftianity  an  eafieyoke,  3.7.  more  plea- 
fan  t  then  fin,  i3.  more  natural  i3.  ^  Pre^ 
face.  Not  fo  troublefome,  3.10,11.  It  is 
the  way  of  peace,  13.  Of  content,  riii^.  Of 
riches  14.  Of  long  life  16.  Of  health,  ibid, 
ofwifdom  25 

Clirift ians  to  be  like  children,  3.4^ 

Chriftian  liberty  not  to  be  betrayed,    3.57 
Nun  2  Children 


THE     TABLE. 


Chilciren  of  God  expofed  to  temptations, 

j:  1.140 

Church  dcfen-es  great  revenues,  but  needs 

themnot,  1-105 

Church  eHdowmcnts  of  advantage  to  the 

people,  J}id, 

Church  t)ught  to  be  more  apt  to  remit  of 

temporall  rights  then  others,  ibid. 

Church  tribunall  to  be  of  great   mercy, 

3-175 
Compared  wi th  Gods  tribunall,  Jhid* 

Church  built  upon  thevConfeflion  oiPeter^ 

345 
Church  impregnable  againft  Hell-gates,  ib. 
Churches  built  upon  mount  Tabor,  3.44 
Churches  are  holy  places,  in  what  fenre,and 

to  what  purpofes,  2.2,8 

Churches  how  to  be  ufed,  2.34 

Church  in  Paradifc,  2.^  3 

The  refidencc  of  Angels,  ibid* 

Churches  beft  ornament  is  theHoUnenc  of 

worfhippers,  2.^^ 

Churches  defccrated  by  vice,  ib. 

Circumcifion  ancarneft  of  the  pafBon,  1.57 
Circumcifion  not  declared  to  be  rcmifiTive  of 

original  fin,  i^i^- 

Circumcifion  of  Chrift  lei*ved  many  pui'- 

pofes,  i^^d. 

It  was  An  aft  of  obedience,  ibid. 

Complying  with  cuftomesof  civility  fome- 

times  a  temptation,  i .  i  $4 

Company  keeping  to  be  avoyded  as  it  can, 

ibid. 
Communion  of  Saints  profitable  and  plca- 

fant,  J -1 09 

Comforts  more  neceflary  to  new  Converts, 

J-53 
Clergies  duty  under  the  parable  of  the  fle- 

ward,  -  349 

Coveteoufnefie  i  ts  fruits,  3  •  ^  ^  4 

•Confefsion  to  a  Minifter  of  Religion,     2.87 
Contrition  alone  not  fufficicnt  for  pardon. 

2.87 
Croffelayd  upon]ESUS  as  long  as  be  could 

f^and  under  it,  3-88. 

Confecration  of  the  Eucharift  n^yftef ious, 

3.108. 
Cure  of  fouls  a  dangerous  and  grave  im- 

.ployment,  1.13.8 


Defcripttou  of  Jefus  by  way  of  Meditation 

andmyftery,  1.29 

Decalogue  expounded,  2.103 

Death  untimely  happening  does  not  always. 

confiign  to  damnation,  3.^5 

preparation  to  Death,  3  •  1 44 

Death  comes  by  all  accidents,  3.142 

Deathsfudden  and  rare,  3-^42 

Death  bed  repentance  too  late,        ^3.  I44 

vide  Repentance. 
Death  is  defireable,  3 . 1 52 

how  far  it  may  be  prayed  againft,       ibid, 

tobefubmittedtoinallcafes,  ibid. 

Death  of  man  fanftified  and  conquered  by 

Chrifts  death,  3.i7<^ 

Dying  pcrfons  how  to  be  treated  and  afsift- 

€d,  3-H5,S:c. 

Devils  confefled  Chrift-,  5.2 

Devil  deaf  and  dumb  ejeiS^ed,  3.42 

Devil  furnifhes  evil  pcrfons  with  apt  inftru- 

ments,  3.97 

Devils  how  they  did  appear  to  Jefusinthe 

defer  t,  1.1^6 

Devils  impotent  in  their  malice,        i  •  1 44 
Devils  huit  no  foul  without  its  confenr, 

1.145 
Diligence  Jn  our  calling  accepted,  though 

the  calling  be  mean,  1.51 

Difpenfations  not  too  freely  to  be  accep- 
ted, i.$7 
Difobedience  to  God  in  great  and  fmal  in- 

ftances  compared?  i  .Sj, 

Difobedience  to  God  and  man  compared, 

1.72 
Defence  of  our  felves  permitted,        2.130 

not  againft  our  Prince,  ihid. 

Defence  of  cur  innocence   in  judgement 

permitted,  3-1 3° 

Dove  defcending  upon  Chrift  was  myfteri- 

ous,  I- 1 39 

Doubting  the  iffue  of  our  prayers  in  what 

fenfe  lawful  1,  2.149 

Duels  unlawfull,  2.1 31 

Doubting  in  an  article  of  faith  how  to  be 

cured,  3-H5 

Defpaire  how  to  be  cu  red,  3.147 

E. 
Egyptian  Idols  fell  tothc  ground  at  Chrifts 

comming  thither,  i  .99 


THE 

ifi  Egypt  Chrift  dwelt  in  a  garden  ofbal- 
fan?,  Jl^id. 

Egyptians  wcrfliipped  an  infant  in  a  cradle 
and  a  virgin  in  bed.  '^'^« 

Envy  reproved  by  the  example  of  Angels, 

1.45 

Envyrpiritiiall,  3-9^' 

Eli'sfaniilylliort  lived,  5-25 

cur'd  by  rcpenraiiCe,  ^^id. 

Eleftion  what  it  fignifies  in  fcripture,  3.33 
1 1  depends  upon  duty,  3-54 

uncertain  to  us,  ^bid. 

Ecclefiafticall  regiment  how  differing  from 
fecular,  '  3-45 

Ecclefiafticall  power  verified   in  Heaven, 

3.45. 

Ecclefiafticall  perfons  bound  to  comuni- 

cate  often,  3-i'P 

They  are  to  imitate  Chrift  in  meeknelfe, 

innocence,and  fuffering,  3-137 

Ecclefiafticall  judicatoryes  compared  with 
the  Divine,  3.17$ 

Earneftoftherpirir,whatit  fignifies,   3.37- 

Eclipfe  of  the  fun  at  the  pafTion  was  miracu- 
lous, 3.89 

Enemies  occafion  to  us  of  much  good,3. 1 28 

Erring  perfons  how  to  be  treated,        1.23 

Evil  counfels  come  to  nought,  hoc 

Evilrounfclsfucceeding ,  is  not  profperity. 

m. 

£/i:^d6et/;  carried  her  fon ,  the  Baptiftinto 

the  wildernefie,  1.113 

fhe  dyed  after  40  dayes.  ibid. 

Example  of  preachers  is  the  beft  Sermon. 

1.11$.  3. Id. 

Efaus  repentance,  9- 1 3  5« 

Excufesfrom  frequent  comunion  not  valid. 

3. 121. 

flxamples  of  Divine  Judgements,         ^.63 

Evennelfe  and  moderation  of  a  religious 

ftate  moft  neceflkry  for  young  beginners  *, 

and  fafcft  for  all  men,  i .  1 5 7 

Expences  unnccelfary,  to  be  cue  off,  and 

fpentijialnis,  J.ieo 


Palfc  witflcflfc  highly  criminal,  ^.126 

Familiarity  with  God  what  it  lliould  figni- 

fie,  1.93 

Faichdefcribed,  ^,12 
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charity  is  part  of  its  conftitution.         ;^f^. 

Faith  of  Chriftians  how  it  differs  from  the 

faith  of  Devils,  2,1  i. 

Excellencies  and  effe<f^s  of  Faith.      *  j^' 

The  marks  ofa  truly  Chriftian  faith,  2.15 

Vide  Difcourfc of  faith  per  tetuniy      2.10 

FaftiHg  before  the  5acrdnient,  2.1^6 

Degrees,  manner  and  rules  of  failing, 

T7  n-  2.159.150 

Faftjng  no  duty  of  it  fdfy  but  in  order  to 

certain  ends,  21  <6 

Vide  DifcourreofFafting])^r  muwy2.ii6 

WhyJefusFaftcd4c  dayes,  1.141 

Fear  hallowed  by  Chrifts  fear,  2.12^ 

it  is  the  firft  of  graces,  2.25 

Farewell  fermon  n.ide  by  Jefus,  3!82 

Flammiks  condemned  to  death fpr  wwtoa 

cruelty,  ^^^^ 

Fornication  againft  the  law  of  God  in  all 

ages,  2.124 

permitted  to  ftrangers  among  the  Jews. 

c- ^        ,  ibid. 

I'orgiving  injuries  a  Chriftianduty,    2,1^9 

G. 

Gadara  built  by  Fompey^  24^. 

full  of  fepulchres  and  witches,  i^y. 

Gabriel  miniftcrs  to  the  exaltation  of  his 

inferiours.  j,j5 

Galileans  why  flain  by  Filate)  ^,^0 

Garden  why  chofen  for  the  place  of  the  a- 

gony,  5.  J  24 

Gentlenefle  a  duty  of  Chriftians,  ^^S 

Giachettus  of  Genevas  death  in  the  midft  of 

his  luft,  ^,5g 

Gods  gifts  eflea:s  ofjpredcftination,       2.6 

how  to  be  prayed  for,  2. 1 44 

God  gives  his  fervants  more  then  they  Ipok 

^o*"'  2.4 

God  gives  more  grace  to  them  that  -ufctlic 

firft  well,  i^.^i.^ 

God  rejoyces  in  his  own  works  of  ai^rcy, 

and  m  ours,  2.97 

God  requires  not  always  the  greatcft  decree 

ofvertue,  2.108 

Grace  helps  our  faculties,  but  creats  no  ne-flr 

ones,  1. 24  A  49 

Grace  works  feverally  at  fercrall  cimcs^ 

Nnn  5  GO* 
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God  is  never  wanting  in  neceflkries  to  us. 


God  changeth  his  purpofe  of  the  death  of  a 

man  for  fcverall  reafons,  9.25 

God  works  his  ends  by  unlikely  means, 

3.176 
Grace  refufed  hardens  onr  hearts,  5.130 
Governement  fupported  by  Chriftianicy, 

1. 103 
Cofpel  and  the  law  how  they  differ,     2.54 

H. 

Hafl^  perfons  and  anions  always  unreafon- 

ablejfometimes  criminal,  1.28 

Ner^cl  mocked  by  the  Magi^        1. ^7. Sci  00 

Jferods  ftratagem  to  furprize  all  the  male 

children,  i.ioi 

caufe  why  Herod  flew  Zechariasy       1.98 

Cefars  faying  concerning  HeroJ,     i .  i  o i 

Heroduns  what  they  were  ?  3.2 

Hered  left  the  Divine  vengeance,  1.98 

Herods  malice  towards  his  death  defeated, 

1.99 

Bend  pretended  religion  to  his  fccrct  de- 

figne,  1. 100 

Jiends  fear  of  the  child  Jefus  proceeded 

from  his miftake,  i.103 

lierod  the  letrarch  overthrown  by  the  King 

ei  Arabia,  2.23 

Her&dias  daughter  beheaded  with  ice,   ibid. 

liered^nd  Herodus  baniflied,  ibid. 

Iferedias  thi-uft  the  Baptifts  tongue  through 

with  a  needle,  ikjd. 

Hersds  reception  of  Chrifl^,  3.85 

Herod  carclefle  of  inquiring  after  Chrifl^, 

3.129 
Heron  the  Monkc  abufed  with  an  illufion, 

1,92 

Hermonigiida  refufed  to  communicate  with 

an  Arrian  BiHbop,  2.47 

Hereticks  ferved  their  ends  of  herefie  upon 

woracn,upon  whom  alfo  they  ferved  their 

lefts,  2.49 

Hcroicall  anions  of  repentance  ac  our  deatJi 

bed  more  prevalent  then  any  other  hope 

then  left,  2-87 

Health  promifcd  and  configncd  in  the  Gof- 

pel  by  miracles  and  by  an  ordinary  mlni- 

ftery,  9.19 

HonoHt  done  to  us  10  be  returned  to  God, 

1.^2 


Honour  due  to  what  the  fupream  power  fe- 
parates  from  common  ufages,  2.28 

Honour  how  to  be  eftimated,  2.1 31 

Honovrable  and  facred  all  one,  2.28 

5.  Hikrion  a  great  faftef ,  2. 1  $7 

S,  Hkroms  advice  concerning  fafting,   ibid. 
Holy  Ghoft  defcended  upon  Jefus  at  his 
baptifme,  1.13$ 

Holinefle  of  religious  places,  2.28 

Holinefle  a  great  prefcrvative  of  life,  3  1 6 
Hope  of  falvatioB  increafcs  according  to 
degrees  of  holy  walking,  3.35 

Hope  neceffary  in  our  prayers,  2. 1 49 

Houfe  of  John  Mark. ,  confecrated  into  a 
Churcfe,  2.31 

Hofannah  what  it  fignifies,  3-7  8 

onely  fung  to  God,  ibid. 

Humane  nature  by  the  incarnation  exalted 
above  the  Angels,  i'i6 

Humane  infirmity  to  be  pitckd,  not  to  be 
upbraided,  3-125 

Humiliey  of  Jefus,  1.27 

Humilit)^  the  fureft  way  to  Heaven.      1.57 
Humility  of  the  Baptift,  i .  1 1 8 

Humility  makes  good  men  more  honoura- 
ble, ^    -  2.45 
Humility  its  excellencies^,                3.105 
Its  properties  and  a^s,                  3«  '04 
Humility  of  the  young  Marquis  of  CaftiK- 
OH,                                              3.105 
Hunger  after  righteoufnefle,                2.95 
Hunger  and  thirft  fpiritual,hQw  they  differ  ^ 

ibid. 

Its  a(Ss,  3.95 

Its  reward,  3,95 

Hufbands  converted  by  dleir  wives,     2.48 

I. 

747VKi  begs  help  of  Jefus  for  his  daughter, 

2.44 
Jairus  daughter  reftored  to  life,  2.45 

Jefus  difcourfing  wonderfully  with  the  DD, 

t.io8 
Jefus  wrought  in  the  carpenters  trade  be- 
fore and  after  Jofephs  death,  i .  1 09 
Jefus  baptized  by  jfobn  1.13$ 
attended  by  good  Angels  in  tTie  wilder- 
nefle  1.13^ 
was  angry  when, the  Dcvill  tempted  him 
todilionoufGod          1.135&144 

fkpc 
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flept  in  a  ftorme,  2  42 

preached  the  tirft  year  in  peace,       2.4$ 
appeared  fevcrall  times  after  his  refur- 
re(ftion,  5.1^7 

he  was  known  in  the  breaking  of  bread, 

ibid. 
Jefus  had  but  two  dayes  of  triumph  all  his 
life,  3.94 

they  were  both  allayed  with  forrow,3.9$ 
he  was  ufed  inhofpitably  at  ]eruralem,?3. 
infinitely  loving,  ^.96 

he  received  all  his  Difciples  with  a  kifle, 

9.128 

civil  to  his  enemies,and  bcneficiall  to  his 

friends,  ibid. 

he  was  ftrip'd  naked,  and  why,      3.138 

Jefus  came  eating  and  drinking,  and  why, 

he  invites  all  to  him,  ibid, 

the  Pharifees  report  him  mad,  3.4 

refufed  to  be  made  a  King,  3.40 

transfigured,  3.44 

payed  the  tribute  of  the  temple,    3.45 
fliamcd  the  accufers  of  the  adulterefle, 

teaches  his  difciples  to  pray,  3. 49 

refufestojudgeatitleof  land,         ibid. 
bleffeth  infants.  3.52 

wept  for  LaT^aruf,  3.75 

and  over  Jerufalem,  3.78 

anfwered  the  Pharifees  concerning  tri- 
bute to  Cf/^r,  3.79 
prayed  againft  the  bitter  cup,  3.89 
fiDittcn  upon  the  face,  3.84 
accufed  cf  blafphemy  before  the  High 
PriefV,  3.8$ 
c^  treafon  before  PiUtey  2.86 
nailed  with  four  nails,  3,88 
provided  for  his  Mother  after  his  death, 

3.89 
recited  the  two  and  twentieth  pfdlm,  or 
part  of  it,  upon  the  crofle.  ibid. 

Jefus  felt  the  firft  recompence  of  hisfor- 
rowes  in  the  ftate  of  reparation,       3.174 
at  the  refilnev^ion  he  did  redintegrate 
all  his  body  but  the  five  wounds,  ibid. 
hearofewirh  a  glorified  body,        3.175 
but  vaild  with  a  cloud  of  common  ap- 
pearance, ibid. 
jcwifli  women  hoped  to  be  the  motlierof 


TABLE. 

iheMeffiafy  I.14 

Jews  looked  to  be  juftificd  by  cxtflrnall  in- 
nocence, 2.121 
they  were  fcrupulous  in  rites,  carelelfc  of 
morall  duties,                           3-J3^ 
Jcwes  could  not  put  any  man  to  death  at 
Eafter,  3-8^ 
they  eat  not  till  the  folemnitics  of  their 
feftivall  is  over.                        2.1 5^ 
y^AM  pretended  religion  toherdefigne* 
of  n)urder  and  theft,                       i .  1 00 
Iliufions  come  often  in  the  likcnclfe  of  vi- 
ons,                                                 1.95 
fins  of  Infirmity  explicated,     i .  i  $o,i  5 1, 

Intenfions  though  good  excufc  not  evill 
a<Sions.  ^      i.i$5 

Incontinence  deftroyes  the  fpirit  of  go- 
vernment, 2.49 

Inftruments  weak  and  unlikely  ufed  by  God 
to  great  purpofes,  2.58 

Incarnation  of  Jefus  inftrumcntallto  Gods 
glory,  and  our  peace,  1.50 

Inevitable  infirmities  confiftentwith  a  ftate 
of  grace,  2.74 

Injuries  great  and  little  to  be  forgiven,  2. 

130 

Intenfion  of  fpirit  how  neccffary  in  our 
prayers,  2.1  $1 

Iniages  their  kawfulnefle  or  unlawfulnefle 

confidercd,  2.1  n 

admitted  into  the  church  with  difficulty, 

and  by  degrees,  2.U2 

Images  of  Jupiter  ^wd  Diana  Cynditts  did  ri- 
diculous and  weak  miracles,  2.1  ^4 

Imprifonmcntfanftificdby  the  binding  of 
Jefus,  3.1 2'9 

Ingratitude  of  7M^<<f,  3-9(5 

J^ohn  the  Baptifts  life  and  death,  i  .98, 

113,11(5,117,118.134.  &  3.7 

Johns  baptifme,  ''134 

Joyes fpiritual  increafe  by  communication, 

2.5 

Joyes  of  eternity  recompence  all  our  for- 
rows  in  every  inftant  of  their  fruition,  3, 

^74 
Joyes  fuddain  and  violent  how  to  be  allay- 
ed, 2.$7- 
j^ohn  Parrlarck  of  Alexandr.  appeafed  the 
anger  cf  Nicetas  PatriciitSy              2.1 22 

Innocwce 
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Itmoctncc  is  fccarlty  againft  evil  accidents, 


1.23 
Judgement  of  life  and  death  is  to  be  onely 
i  by  the  fnpreme  power  or  its  dcputy,2. 1 3  2 
Judging  oviT  brofhef  how  iar  prohibited, 

2,1  ?9 

^d(ts  name  written  in  heaven,  and  blotted 

outagain,  3-32 

fudas  manner  of  death,  3.8  5 

ingratcfall,  3-9^ 

Jhlian  defired  but  could  not  be  a  Magician, 

5-97 

Jkd4s  valved  the  ointment  at  the  fame  rate 

he  fold  his  Lord,  3,97 

J^idas  enjoyed  his  money  not  ten  hours,  3. 

130,135 
Judgements  of  God  upon  Tinners ,  their 
f  caufes  and  manner,  3.64,&c 

Judgements  National!,  >       9.71 

not  eafily  underftood  by  men,        3.59 
Jofeph  Arimath,  embalmed  the  body  of  Je- 
fus5&c,  3-9^ 


iBrig^nd  Ghtirch  have  the  fame  friends  and 
enemies,  3-^4 

Kingdom  of  Chriftnotof  this  world,3.8^ 
what  it  is,  9-^3^ 

GhriftaKing,  14? 

aitarwas  his  evidence,  ibid. 

ji  King  came  to  Jefus  in  behalf  of  his  fon, 

2.40 
Kingdom  of  God  what  .^  2.1 4$ 

Kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  ibid. 

Kings  efpecially  to  be  prayed  for,     2 . 1 48 
Rings  enemies  how  to  be  prayed  againft, 

ibid, 

«©  Kill  the  alTaulting  pcrfon  in  what  cafes 

lawfull.  2.130 


lawes  evill  make  a  National!  fin.  3.7  2 

Law  of  Nature.  Pie  face  per  tot :  ^  i.  83,&c. 

Lawesof  Man  to  be  obeyed,  but  notal- 

wayes  to  be  thought  nioft  reafonable,  i. 

Laws  of  God  and  m.an  inrefpe^of  theereat- 
lielfeof  the  ilibje<S  matter  compared,  i. 

71,7^ 
L^cs  of  man  biride  not  to  deatli  or  an  iu- 


fufferable  calamity  rather  then  not  to 
brcake  them,  1,72 

Lawes  of  Superiors  not  to  be  too  freely 
difputed  by  fubjefts,  1.75 

Lawes  of  order  to  be  obfefved  even  when 
the  firft  reafon  ceafes,  i .  79. 

It  is  not  fafe  to  do  all  that  is  Lawful,  1.^9,70 
Law  and  Gofpel  how  differ :  2r54,&  2. 104, 

105. &  3.7 
Law  of  Nature  perfcfted  by  Chriflianity, 

Preface 
Law  ofMdfes  a  Law  of  Works,  How  ?  2. 104 
Law  of  Jefus  a  Law  of  the  fpirit,  and  not  of 
works  ?  In  what  fenfe,  ibid. 

Law  fuirs  to  be  managed  charitably,  2. 1 34 
When  Lawfull  to  be  undertaken  ?      ibid. 
Lazarus  reftored  to  Life,  3.7^ 

LeonigUdus  kil'd  his  daughter  for  not  com- 
municating with  the  Arians,  2. 47 
Leaven  of  i/ero^, what  ?                    3.  43 
Lepers  cured,  3.4^.  Sent  to  the  Vnt^^bid, 
Unthankful!,  ibid, 
Levantine  Churches  afflided.  The  caufe  un- 
certain,                                         3. 66 
S.  Laurence  gridiron  lefle  hot  then  his  love, 

3.92,&i.ii 
Life  of  man  cut  off  for  fin,  3.2 1 ,  it  hath  fe- 
vera!  periods,  ibid,  good  Life  neceflary  to 
make  our  prayers  acceptable,  2. 1 48 

Lords  Supper  the  greateft  of  Chriftian  rites, 
3. 1 08,  it  manifefts  Gods  power,  3.1 1  o, 
his  wifedome  and  his  charity,  ibid,  it  is 
a  Sacrament  of  union, 7^/^.  a  Sacrament 
and  a  facrifice.  in  what  fenfe,  3. 1 1 2,  as  it 
is  an  aft  of  the  Ecclefiaf\icall  officer,  of 
what  efficacy  ?  ibid,  as  it  is  a  conmiunion, 
ofwhat  efficacy  it  is?  3.  113,  114.  It  is 
expreffed  in  myf\erious  words  when  the 
value  is  recited,  ibid,  not  to  be  admini- 
f\red  to  vitious  perfons,3. 1 1 5, 1 1 6.H0W 
to  be  received,3.i  1 8,  What  deportment 
to  be  nfed  after  it  ?  3. 1 1 9,to  be  received 
by  dying  perfons,  3.  i  $5,  of  what  benefit 
it  is  to  them?  •  ibid 

Love  and  obedience  duties  of  the  firft  com- 
mand :  2.107 
Love  of  God,  its  exten(ion,/6f(i  /its  intenfr- 
on,  3.  loS.  It  is  the  fulfilling  the  Law] 
e'xplicared,                                    2.  io5. 
Loveconfifls  in  Latitude,  3.  no.  it  niuft 

exclude 
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exclude  all  affc<f^lon  to  fi«,  2.  iio.  fignes 
of  true  love  to  God,  Jbid. 

Love  to  God  with  all  our  hearts  Ecc.  pofTi- 
ble,  and  in  what  feufc  ?  5.  no,  Love  of 
God  and  Love  of  money  compared,  9.  97 
Lords  day  by  what  authority  to  be  obfer- 
vcd,  2. 1 20.  and  how,  ibid. 

Luckns  Cymck.zv\  hypocrite,  5-  104 

Likenclfe  to  God  being  defircd  at  firft  rui- 
ned us,  now  reftores  us,  9 .  i  o  i 
Lying  in  that  degree  is  criminall  as  it  is  in- 
jurious.                                          .2.126, 

M. 
Matriage  honoured   by  ChrifVs    prcfence 
and  the  firft  miracle,  2.  2,  hallowed  to  a 
rayftery,  2.S 

Marriage  breakers  are  more  criminall  now 
then  under  Mofes  law,  2.8  the  fmaller  un- 
dccencyes  muft  be  prevented  or  depreca- 
ted, i.iS 
Magi  at  the  fight  of  Chrifts  poverty  re- 
nounce the  world  and  retire  into  Phi lofo- 
phy,  1.45 
Mary,  virgin  alwayes,  1.2^,    An  excellent 
perfonage,  i .  1 5, 1 4, 20.  Shee  conceived 
Jcfus  without  fin,  and  brought  him  forth 
without  paine,  i.  2(5,  Her  joy  at  the  pro- 
phecyes  concerning  her  Sonne  attemperd 
with predid:ion  ofhis paflion,            i.$6 
Mary Magdakns ftory,  9.  ?,&  3. 77, &  3.81, 
&3.p5,&3.i(<7 
Maryes  choice  preferred,                    5.49 
Mark,  forfookc  Jefus  upon  a  fcandall  taken, 
r  but  was  reduced  by  S.  Feter,             3. 41 
Malchus  an  Idum^ean  flave  fmote  Jefus  on 
the  face,                                        S«J32 
Meditation  defcribed,  i.  83,  &c.    it  turnes 
the  underftanding  into  fpirit,            1.8$ 
Its  parts ,  a<ftions ,  manner  of  exercife, 
fruits  and  effcds.  Difcourfe,  3.  fer  totum, 

i.83,&c. 

V.  Mary  full  of  fears  when  fhe  loft  Jefus,  i. 

107,  fhe  went  to  the  Temple  to  pray  and 

there  found  hi  m,  ibid. 

Mortification  defcribed,  its  parts,  a<ftions, 

rules, defigned,  and  benefits,       i.i  2o,&c. 

V.  Mary  full  of  piety  in  her  countenance 

'  and  deportment,  1. 1 59,  Shee  converted 

many  to  thoughts  of  chaftity  by  her  coun- 

;  tcnawce  and  afpcif^,  it^. 


Mafttr  of  the  fieafis  his  office  among  the 

Jewes,  2. 2 

Mtrcy  a  Mark  of  predeftination,2.97,  to  be 

exprelTed  in  affections  and  adions,/i;i.  I8s 

objc(^s,  a(ft£,  reward,  2.  p^ 

Meeknesits  parts, a'^vion6,and reward,  2.92, 

Scc.inheritance  ofthc  earth  explicated,  ib. 
Meropes  anfsver  to  Pohphomes,  2.1 3  2 

A  Mafons  withcr'd  hand  ciir'd  by  Jefus,  3.7 
Members  ofChrift  ought  not  to  be  foft  and 
nice,  3.138 

Miracles  of  Chrift  and  his  Apftles  wcakely 
imitated  by  the  devi!,2.i^4,greatcr  thcri 
the  pretences  of  their  enemies,     2.1 55 
Miracles  of  Chrift  were  primarily  for  coHvi- 

d'lon  of  jewes,  cf  the  Apofiles  for  the 

Gentiles,  2.  i  ^4,  vide  1 62^. 

Miracles  were  cop.firmed  by  Prophelies  of 

Jefus,  jbjd^ 

Mount  Olivet  the  place  of  the  Romans  firfb 

incamping,  5. 75 

Mourning  a  duty,  its  afts,  duty  and  reward, 

a.  92. 
Multitudes  fed  by  Chrift,  3.4o,&  3.42 
Miferiesof  this  life  not  alrvayes  tokens  of 
precedent  finne,  3-4Sv&3.$o 

N. 
Name  ofGod  put  into  H.  places  j  In  what 

fenfe,  2.27 

Name  of  Jefus,  its  myfterioufnellc  explica- 
ted, I .  ^o,  its  excellency  and  efficacy,  1 .5<r 
Good  Nature  an  inftrument  ofvertue,i.i  3^2. 
Good  Name  to  be  fought  after,  3.105 

Names  of  fome  of  the  7.2.  3.49 

Names  of  fome  of  that  were  fuppofed  to  rife 

after  the  pafTion  of  Jefus,  3-173 

Nard  Piftickpowred  upon  Jefus  head  and 

^<^e^  3.i97^3-9<^ 

Naturall  to  lovr  God,  when  we  underftand 
him,  g.gj 

Natures  ofChrift  communicated  in^ffeds, 

Nationall  fins  and  judgemeiats,  3.71.  Their 

cure,  ibid. 

Neceffity  to  fm  laid  upon  no  man,      1.1  $0 

NecefTiry  to  be  obeyed  before  pofitive  con- 

ftitutions,    .  5.^ 

Neceffity  of  holy  living,         .       2.59,70 

NecefiTuies  of  our  felves  and  other  men  m 

feverall  manner  to  be  prayed  for,     2.14^ 

O  0  o 
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iSicodetms '  s  colloquy  wi  th  Jefus,  2.21 

New  creation  at  the  pafTion,  3.172 

Nero  firft  amongft  the  Romanes  anoiii:ed 
withNard,  3-3 

Niirfing  children  a  daty  of  Mothers,   i. 

33,&c. 
O. 
Ordinary  meancs  offalvation  to  be  puifue^, 

i.52.et3.  31 
Originall  fin  difpured   to  evill  purpofcs, 

I. $8 
Confidered  and  ftated  in  order  to  pradifc. 

1-59 
Obedience  to  God  and  Man  j  its  parts,a<3:- 
ions,necefrity,  definition  and  conftitution, 
i.55.&c,et  2.io7.et  2.69 
Obedience  to  God  our  onely  fecurity  for 
defence  and  provifions.  i .  i  o  ( 

Obedience  of  Jcfus  to  his  parents.       i.ioB 
Obedience  and  love  ftrove  in  the  holy  wo- 
men, 3-17  5 
Occafions  of  fin  to  be  avoided,  i .  1 5  8 
Offending  hand  or  eye  to  be  cut  oft  or  puc 
©ur,  3.4^ 
Opinion  of  our  felves  ought  to  be  fmall  and 
Qruc,3. 1^2,  It  was  the  Duke  of  Candia's 
harbinger,  3.103,  In  what,mean  opinion 
of  our  felves  confifts,  7bi4' 
Outward  ftatc  addes  reverence  to  religion, 

2.35 

Oaths  forbidden,  and  how,  2. 1 1 S 

Oaths  in  judicature,  con tradi<ftory  not  to  be 

admitted,  2.116 

Oaths  proniiflbry  not  to  be  exa<^ed   by 

Princes  but  in  great  necefrity^2. 1 1 5,  Vide 

fwearing. 

Pfvoff  vow,  2.153' 

P. 

Paradtfe  diftinft  from  Heaven,  3-  ^  7 1 

Patriarks  why  defirous  to  be  buried  in  the 

land  of  promife,  3-173 

Fardon  of  finnes  by  Chrift  is  moft  properly 

offmncs  commiwed  before  Baptifme^  2. 

^3,,  ^4 
Pardon  of  finnes  after  Baptifnie  how  con- 
figned  2.^5,  it  is  more  uncertain,  &  diffi- 
Ckjlc,  ibid,  it  is  lefle,  and  to  fewer  piupofes 
2. 6Sj  alwayes  imperfed  after  baptifmc, 
2.  69,  it  is  by  parts,  2.68,<$p 

JofHbiliw  of  FardoH  hath  a  Period  in  this 
nki  3.77 


B  L  E. 

Patrons  to  prefent  able  Perfons  to  their  be- 

nefices,2.  53,  how farre  lav/full  topreferrc 

their  Kindred,  ibij. 

Parents  in  order  of  Nature  next  to  God,?. 

12a 

Duty  to  Parents  the  band  of  republikSj/^/c/. 

what  i  t  confifts  of,  ibid, 

PafHon  of  Jefus,  3.  S9,  &  i6q 

Pafchal  rites  reprefentative  of  moral  duties, 

3.ico» 
PafSons  fanfti  fied  by  Jefijs,  3  - 1 2  $ 

Patience  to  be  prefcrved  by  Innocents  ac- 
cufed  y  3.137-  and  in  ficknere,  3  1 5© 
Paul  called  himfelf  the  greateft  finner.  In 
what  fenfe  he  underftood  it,  2.  147,  he 
hoped  for  falvarion  more  confidently  tou 
wards  his  end,  3.38 

Palmes  cut  down  for  the  reception  of  Je- 
fus, 3,78 
Perfecution  an  earncft  of  future  bline,2,  i  qo 
It  is  lawful!  to  fly  it,  3.  2, &  i.  lo?.  Not 
to  fight  againftit,  1. 104,  the  duty  of  fii- 
fering  explicated,                           2.1  co 
Peacefulnelfe  its  afts  and  reward,         2.  p^ 
Peace  derivative  from  God  by  Chrift,  1.45 
Perfpnai  priviledges  not  to  be  infifted  upon 
fo  much  as  ftri(S  duty,  i  ,57 
Ferfonall  infirmity  of  Princes  excufes  not 
our  difobedieace,                           i  .7  i 
Perfon  of  a  man  firft  accepted,  and  then  his 
gift  *,  i  n  what  fenfe  true,                     1.53 
Parentall  piety  of  the  V,  Mary^  i .2S 
Perfon  of  Chri  ft  of  great  Excellei^^y  *,   i .  29 
Prefentation  of  Jefus  the  oudy  prefeut  that 
was  commenfurate  to  Gods  excellencies, 

x.,80 

Poverty  of  Chrifts  birth  ift  maay  circum- 

ftances*  1.28 

Poverty  better  thenriches,z^i^.  &  2. 90,  No 

ftiamc  to  be  poor,  ibid.  &  i .  4^,  Chrift  was 

revealed  firft  to  poor  meo,  i  •  44 

poverty  of  fpirit  dcfcribcd*i»  S.Qy  I©  parts, 

a^i,  and  offices,  ibid. 

Fetet  for  want  of  faith  r^ady  to  dK>WB>3.»4i 

Place  of  Gods  fpcclall  appearance  in  Paw* 

dife,  2.  3 a 

FrQvidenc:e  oi  God  provides  bread  for  us, 

2. 14^,  k  wjxje*  cai^es  difparatc  in  one 


event, 


t.a<5 


Providence  of  God  difpofes  evil  men  to  evil 
events, 1. 1 00.  and  good  men  to  good,  fc- 

crcdy. 
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crccIy,lMit  ctra'mWM.  it  is  wholly  ro  be 
reived  n^on  for  picvlfions  and  defence, 
l.ioi.io$.i42.itfuppIyesallour  needs. 
5.95.^8.  &  g.14.  Sometimes  icfhorteris 
manslife,^.^. 
S.Papbmfius  converted  a  harlot  by  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Drf  ine  pr^fence,  1.161 
Platos  reproof  of  Diogenes,  I'l  5p 

Prions  if  violentjthough  for  Cod,  are  irre- 
gnlar,  1.25 

IPublike  and  private  devotions  compared, 

i.iop 
l*refence  of  God  an  antidote  igiirdt  tem- 
ptations, J.I  $9 
Publication  to  be  made  of  the  Divine  ex- 
cellency es,  1.2 1 
Pfofperity,  dangerous,  how  to  be  managed, 

1.21 
t^bdavivus  imitation  of  WenccHatis,        i  .6 
l^rodigies  of  greatnefle  and  goodn'elTc  in 
Chriftspcrfon,  1.29 

Prayer  the  eaficft  &;  moft  pleafant  duty,  and 
yet  we  are  averfe  from  it,  and  why?  i. 
1 2 r.  a  great  remedy  agamft  temptation. 
1.154.  it  muft  be  joyned  with  our  own 
endeavour. ibid,  its  definition.  Irs  excel- 
lency, conditions,  matter,  manner,  effica- 
cy, rules.  2.  143.  &c.  Lords  prayer 
explicated,  2.144 

Prefumption  in  dying  perfbrts  carefully  to 
Kediftinguifhedfrom  confidence,  3.149 
n  leans  of  curing  h^ibid. 
Phy  Hcians  to  be  obeyed  in  fickileffe  or  fuf- 
feredhowfar,  3.152 

Prefumption  upon  falfe  opinions  in  religi- 
on, how  to  be  cured,  3-149 
Predefti nation  to  be  fearched  for   in  the 
books  of  fcripture  and  confcience,  3.32 
It  is  Gods^ great  fecret,not  to  be  inquired 
into  curioufly,  ibid.    It  v/as  revealed  to 
the  Apoftles  concerning  their  own  par- 
ticulars, and  how  ?  ibid.  It  was  conditio- 
nal!, ibid,  the  ground  of  true  joy.  3.  6. 
to  he  eftimated  above  privileges. 
Phatorinus's  difcourfe  concerning  inquiring 
into  fortunes,         ^  3.32 
Preparation  to  tke  Lords  Supper,  3.1 1 5-  of 
two  forts,  1/;^.  ofneceffiry ,  and  of  orna- 
ment,3.  i '  7«  a  duty  of  unlimited  time,r3. 
Preparation  to  death ,  no  other  but  a  Holy 
life,                                             3  141 
Parables,                   :^,$,i\^,$2,'](:,i;  alibi. 


PiUtes  ufage,  and  deportment  tm^{6? 
Jefus,  3.85.87.139- 

Pikte  broke  the  Jewifh  arid  Tiberian  law 
in  the  execution  of  Jcfus.  3.  87.  fcnt  to 
Rome  by  Vitellins.  3.139.  banifhcd  to 
Vienna,  ibid,  killed  himfelf.  ibid. 
Prayer  of  Jefus  in  the  Garden  made  excel- 
lent by  all  the  requifites  of  prayer,     3.125 
Prelates  are  fhepherds  and  FiHi^rs.  3.55. 
their  duty,and  qualifications.i^/rf.'u/rfe  2.4 
Pride  incident  tofpirituall  perfons.  i.i43« 
6*  1 28.  gifts  extraordinary  ought  not  to 
make  us  proud,  2.^ 

Pfoniife  to  God  and  fwearing  by  him  intlic 
matter  of  vows,  is  all  one.  2.103 

Promifes  made  to  fingie  graces,  not  cifcftH- 
all  bcrc  in  conjun^ion  with  all  the  parts 
of  our  duty,  2.87 

Promifes  temporal!  do  alfo  belong  to  the 
Gofpel,  3.18 

Pierre  Cakeon  condemned  tlie  PuceVe  of 
France^  ^.66 

Peter  rebuked  for  fighting.3.84.he  rebuked 
the  faying  of  hisLord  concerning  the  paf- 
fion.  3.43.  he  was  lliarply  reprooved  for 
it.  ibid,  iy  3.93.  He  received  tht  power 
ef  the  Keyes  for  himfelf  and  his  fuccef- 
fors  in  the  Apoftlate-  3.43.  i^  3.46.  de- 
nied his  Mafter  3. 84. repented  .7^.&  3.1 34 
Prophets  muft  avoyd  fufpiciion  of  inconti- 
nence. 2.49 
Prophecy  of  lefus.  3.81 
Prudence  of  i  Chriftian  defcribedf.  1.6 
Piety  an  excellent  difpofition  to  juftifying 
faith.                                              2.$o 
Publican ,  an  office  of  Hoilour  among  the 
Romanes.  2.43.  hated  by  the  Jews  and 
Greeks.                                          ibid. 
Prejudice  an  enemy  to  religion  ^  2,48.  Ic 
brings  a  curfe.                                 ibid. 
Publike  fame  n  rule  of  honour.              2.28 
Purity  Evangelicall  defcribed.  2.98.Its  afts, 
and  reward.                                     ihid^ 

Quarrell  between  Jews  and  Samaritans.  2. 

39.  thegrotmdofir.  ibid, 

Qneflion  oforiginall  fin  ftated  inorder  to 

pradife,  1.59.60.^3.8. 

Qneftions. 

J .  Whether  we  are  bound  to  fufter  death  or 

impf ifonmcnt,  rather  then  breake  a  hu- 

Ooe  2  mane 
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mane  law?  1.72 

2.  Whether  Chrlft  did  truly  or  in  appear- 
ance onely  increafe  in  wifdom  ?  i  .1 08 

3f,  Whether  is  of  more  advantage  to  piety,a 
retir'd  and  contemplative,  or  a  publike 
and  aaire  life  ?  1-116 

4*  Whether  way  of  ferving  God  is  better, 
the  way  of  underfianding^or  the  way  of 
affedions,  1.66  Sc  ^.11 6 

5.  Whether  faith  of  ignorant  perfons,  be 
faith  produced  by  infufileient  argu- 
ments be  acceptable  ?      2 .7  &  2.  i  o,  1 1 

4*  Whether  purpofes  of  a  good  life  upon 
our  death  bed  can  be  efieduall  ?2. 

7.  How  low- long  time  muft  repentance  of 
an  evill  life  begin  befi)re  our  death  ? 

2.B6 
t.  whether  we  be  alwayes  bound  to  doe 
abfolurely  the  beft  thing  ?  2.  108 

f.  Whether  it  be  lawfull  for  Chriftiansto 
fweare?  2.1 11 

-ic.  Whether  it  be  lawfull  to  fwear  by  a 
Creature,  in  fuch  cafes  in  which  it  is 
permitted  to  fwear  by  God  ?  2.  117 
n.  Whether  a  Virgin  may.  not  kill  a  Ra- 
vilhcr?  2.152, 

22.  Whether  it  be  lawfull  to  pray  for  re- 
venge? 2.159 

1 3.  Whether  it  be  lawfull  for  Chrlftians  to 

go  to  law,  and  i  n  what  cafes .«'     2.154 

14.  Whether  a^ual  attention  in  our  pray- 

ers be  limply  neceflary  ?  2.150 

2  5.  Whether  is  better  publike  or  private 
prayer?  2.154 

1(5.  whether  is  better,  vocall  or  mentall 
prayer .''  2-155 

17.  Whether  a  Chriftian  ought  to  be,  or 
can  be  in  this  life  ordinarily  certain  of 
his  falvation  ?  5.52 

if.  Whether  a  thing  in  its  own  nature  in- 
different is  to  be  thrown  oft.if  it  have 
beenabufcd  to  fupcrftition?       5.5^ 

2^.  Whether  is  better  to  communicate  of- 
ten or  feldom?  5-119 

2c.  Whether  a  death-bed-penitent  after  a 
wicked  life  is  to  be  abfolved  if  he  de- 
fires  it. ■?  5148 

2 1 .  Whether  the  fame  pcrfon  is  to  be  com- 
Hiunicated?  5.155 


23- 


24. 


Wherfier  Chrift  was  in  the  ftate  of 
comprelienfion   during  his  paflion/ 

5.i5o 

Whether  Chrift  fuffered  the  pains  of 

hell  upon  the  Crof'e  ?  fJ/i. 

How  the  Divine  juftice  conid  confifk 

with  punifliing  the  innocent  Jefus.-? 

5.151 

25.  whether  faints  injoy  the  beatiiickvi- 

fion  before  the  day  of  judgement  ? 

3-I70&C 
R. 
Rafhnefie  an  enemy  to  good  Counfels,  and 
happy  events,  2.24 

Religion  as  excellent  in  its  iilent  affedions, 
as  in  its  exteriour  aftions,       2 . 1 7  &  2 .45 
Religious  aftions  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
condaft  of  fpiritual  Guides,  2 .7  5 

a  Religious  perfon  left  a  vifion,  to  obey  his 
orders,  2.7df 

Comforts  and  refrefhments  of  Religion,  2* 
Sg  when  neccffary  ibjd.not  greedily  to  be 
fought  after,!  .142  vide  fpiritual  fadnefle. 
Religion  pretended  to  evil  purpofes,  1.20a 
Religionisa  publikevertue, 2.2 10  it  ob- 
ferves  the  fmalleft  things,  2.2  5^  its  pre- 
tence does  not  hallow  every  ad:ion,  2.24 
Religion  of  holy  places  2. 27  &:-€ 

In  differing  Religions  how  the  parties  are  to 
demean  themfelves.  2.46 

Minifters  of  religion  to  be  content  if  their 
labours  be  not  fuccefieful,  2.5^  they  are 
to  have  a  calling  from  the  Church,  2.57 
ought  to  live  v/ell,  ^  ibid. 

Religion  of  a  Chriftian  purifyes  and  reigns 
in  the  foul,2.io4  it  beft  ferves  our  Tem- 
porall  ends,  5-i^  not  to  be  ncgle^ed 
upon  pretence  of  charity,  5.7  7 

Affe(ftions  of  Religion  sre  eftimated  by 
their  own  excellency,  not  by  the  dona- 
tive, fo  it  be  our  beft,  ^.96 
Religious  anions  to  be  repeated  often  by 
(rck  and  dy  i  ng  perfons,                    5.155 
Rebellion  againft  prince  and  prieft  more 
feverely  puniflied  then  murmures  againft 
God,                                                 1.77 
Repentance  necelTai-y  to  humane  nature » 
2.60  the  ends  of  its  inftirution,  2.59  re- 
vealed M  by  Chrift  as  a  Law,  2.^2   Not 
allowed  in  the  Law  of  Mofes  for  greatec 

crimes. 
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•rirr.es,  ibid.  Repentance  and  faith  the 
two  hands  to  apprehend  ChriO,  ibid.  kU 
ter  baptifnie  not  fo  clearly  e^prelTed  to 
be  accepted,  nor  upon  the  fame  termcs  as 
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